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PREFACE. 


1  O  insist  on  the  advantages  derived  from  Bio> 
graphy  would  be  equally  unnecessary  and  imperti- 
nent. Recent  Memoirs  may  not  indeed  possess  some 
of  the  advantages  resulting  from  profound  study  and 
mature  investigation ;  but  they  are  eminently  cal- 
culated to  gratify  a  laudable  spirit  of  inquiry,  and 
that  too,  before  curiosity  has  been  suffered  to  evapo- 
rate in  protracted  expectation.  By  their  means  a 
inultitude  of  fugitive  and  contemporaneous  facta  may 
be  collected  and  embodied;  while  they  serve  to 
embalm  the  memory  of  those  good  and  great  men, 
deservedly  dear  to  their  friends  and  their  Country ! 

It  has  been  long  lamented,  that  a  Work,  com- 
posed for  the  express  purpose  of  perpetuating  the 
reputation  of  our  illustrious  Countrymen,  should  still 
remain  a  desiderattan  in  English  Literature. 

Accordingly,  many  of  our  celebrated  Philosophers, 
Statesmen,  and  Warriors,  frequently  glide  away  from 
the  stage  on  which  they  have  acted  such  conspicuous 
A3 
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characters,  without  leaving  a  trace  behind ;  except 
in  publications  generally  destined  to  close  then-  ephe- 
meral  existence  with  the  day  in  which  they  appear. 
And  who,  in  the  present  age,  can  be  expected  to 
drudge  through  a  rapid  succession  of  periodical 
'  works  in  search  of  the  meagre  memorials  generally 
allotted  to  departed  excellence,  or  wait  in  patient 
expectation,  for  the  tardy  justice  of  a  ponderous 
Biographical  Dictionary  ? 

It  is  perhaps  from  the  want  of  a  contemporary 
asylum  of  this  kind,  that  our  nation  has  been  re- 
proached with  never  having  commemorated  Bacon, 
Lord  Verulam,  as  a  philosopher  i  while  the  merits  and 
exploits  of  Marlborough,  the  greatest  Captain  of  his 
age,  are  only  to  be  found  imperfectly  interspersed  in 
the  mixed  details  of  general  history.  The  late  Mr. 
Cavendish,  one  of  the  most  successful  of  our  modem 
experimenters,  is  indebted  to  a  neighbouring  na- 
tion for  a  funeral  panegyric.  It  was  reserved  for 
strangers  to  detail  the  merits,  to  pronounce  the 
eulogy,  and  to  strew  flowers  over  the  tomb  of  this 
celebrated  man,  to  whose  original  discoveries  we  are. 
in  part,  indebted  for  a  knowledge  of  the  very  air 
which  we  breathe. 

To  endeavour  to  wipe  away  this  charge  of  bio- 
graphical penury,  it  is  pr(^K)sed  to  publish  »i  Annual 
Volume,  which,  without  neglecting  the  facts  scattered 
in  fugitive  and  miscellaneous  publications,  shall  con- 
tain a  variety  of  original  documents,  remarks,  and 
illustrations.  In  fine,  while  here,  as  in  one  of  the 
temples  of  antiquity,  celebrated  men,  in.  the  language 
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of  our  great  national  bard*  may  at  length  find  "  a  local 
habitaUiHi  and  a  name  j"  neither  fncts  nor  opinions 
shall  ever  be  tinctured  or  distorted  by  the  petty 
enmities  of  private  life,  or  the  political  hostilities  of 
the  passing  day. 


The  Volume  now  presented  to  the  Public,  com- 
prehends a  series  of  two  years  (1815  and  1816)  and 
contains  a  great  number  and  variely  of  Memoirs. 
Of  the  subjects  of  these,  some  were  celebrated  for 
their  talents ;  other  for  their  virtues ;  many  on  account 
of  a  happy  union  of  both ;  and  all  are  entitied  to 
notice,  attention,  and  commemoration. 

The  life  of  Dr.  Roxburgh,  will  be  found  to  contain 
a  multitude  of  interesting  particulars.  Every  one 
must  be  bighly  gratified  with  the  account  here 
afforded  of  our  vegetable  treasures  in  the  East ;  and 
while  the  statesman,  the  merchant,  and  tbe  manu* 
facturer  are  taught  to  contemplate  with  wonder  and 
delight,  tbe  immense  resources  possessed  by  us  in 
British  India,  tbe  lover  of  Botany  will  delight  in  th« 
extension  of  his  favourite  science  to  the  most  distant 
regions  of  Asia. 

In  the  memoirs  of  Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan will  be  found  some  fine  specimens  of  En^sh  elo- 
quence ;  as  well  as  some  eminent  instances  of  English 
^irit :  the  life  of  Dr.  Vincent,  late  Dean  of  Westmin- 
ster vrould  liave  been  rendered  &r  more  valuable,  had 
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it  been  possible  to  have  inserted  his  interesting  corre- 
Bpondence  with  Dr.  Adam,  who  presided  for  many 
years  at  the  High  School  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  present 
Volume.     . 

The  account  of  Mr.  Justice  Hardinge  is  intersper- 
sed with  a  number  of  authentic  anecdotes ;  among 
other  literary  curiosities,  it  comprehends  an  entire  ser- 
mon, composed  by  him  while  a  Welsh  judge;  and- 
concludes  with  some  singular  verses  foimd  among 
his  papers,  on  his  demise,  alluding  to  that  very  event. 

The  late  Earl  Stanhope  js  entitled  to  considera- 
tion, as  one  of  the  most  able  and  enlightened  philo- 
BOphers  of  the  present  age.  The  biographical  me- 
moir concerning  him  is  drawn  up  by  a  gentleman 
vho  was  known  to  his  Lordship,  and  possessed  many 
opportunities  of  witnessing  his  extraordinary  acquire- 
ments. 

The  account  of  Dr.  Adam  Ferguson  was  composed 
from  authentic  documents,  furnished  by  a  man  of 
rank  and  title,  who  loved  and  admired  that  celebrat- 
ed professor.  Annexed,  will  be  found  a  complete 
analysis  of  his  works. 

It  will  be  readily  discerned  that  the  life  of  Mr. 
Johnes,  M.  P.  for  Cardiganshire,  is  written  with  abi- 
lity -y  but  it  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  add, 
that  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  has  enabled  the 
author  to  supply  a  variety  of  facts,  equally  original 
and  interesting.  This  admirable  article  unluckily 
arrived  too  late  to  be  inserted  in  its  proper  place. 
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A  few  mteresting  additions  have  been  made  to 
Englieh -biography,  in  the  life  of  Sir  Williun  Jone^ 
by  some  dedgnated  the  "  English  Cato,"  a  man  whoae 
very  name,  indeed,  reflects  a  lustre  on  our  age  and 
nation.  A  memoir  of  Sir  James  Macdonald,  usually 
called  the  "  Scottish  Marcellua,"  was  prepared  by 
way  of  companion ;  but  it  is  unavoidably  delayed 
until  uiother  opportunity ;  as  iu-e  also  the  lives  of 
Mr.  David  Williams,  founder  of  the  Literary  Fund, 
and  the  Rev.  Sir  Herbert  Croft,  Bart.,  the  author  of 
the  life  of  Young. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Neglected  Biography,'*  will 
be  found  a  short  account  of  the  late  Ex-Empress  Jo- 
sephine, drawn  up  from  memoirs  furnished  by  a  friend 
of  her  first  husband,  who  bad  known  this  lady  during 
the  space  of  thirty  years.  This  portion  of  Uie  work 
will  be  enlarged  on  a  future  occasion  j  and  the  bio- 
graphical index  will,  at  the  same  time,  be  rendered 
far  more  copious. 

It  is  impcrasible  to  conclude  this  preface  without  re- 
turning thanks  to  Sir  John  Macpherson,  Bart,  late  Go- 
vernor-general of  India,  for  his  valuable  and  interesting 
communications.  Sir  Samuel  Egerton  Brydges,  Bart. 
M.  P.,  notwithstanding  the  hurry  incident  to  public  * 
afiairs,  has,  on  one  occasion,  kindly  contributed  his 
literary  assistance.  The  Kev.  W.  Shepherd  has  also 
furnished  an  able  memoir ;  while  Mr.  Henderson  of 
Edinburgh  has  transmitted  a  variety  of  interesting 
papers,  to  which  recourse  will  be  had  at  a  future  op- 
portunity. 
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Nor  would  it  be  grateful  here  to  omit  that  the 
learned  Recorder  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  Hargrave,  K.  C.)  ' 
has  been  so  kind  as  to  communicate  a  variety  a£  ori- 
gioal  letters,  which,  are  interspersed  in  the  body  of 
the  work. 

The  publishers  have  been  at  great  pains  to  obtain 
liUiouetles,  or  shades  of  the  principal  personages  whose 
lives  are  recorded  in  the  present  volume ;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  novelty  will  not  prove  altogether  un- 
acceptable. 

As  the  present  work  is  intended  to  be  continued 
annually,  the  Editor  earnestly  solicits  the  assistance  of 
all  such  as  may  be  desirous  to  contribute  memoirs, 
papers,  or  documents  concerning  their  departed  dela- 
tions, connexions,  and  friends. 
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WUXIAM  ROXBURGH,  M.D.  F.L.S.  St  1S-A. 


{_  With  an  account  of  his  Works  and  Correspondence.'} 

i.  HE  elements  of  botany  are  as  old  u  the  creatkm.  The 
vegetable  kingdom  abounds  with  a  rich  luxuriance  and  an 
immense  variety  of  productions,  which  c^jtivate  at  £»(  ^u^ 
by  their  charming  hues,   their  graceful  foHage,  and  their 
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appropriate  structure.  Nor  is  their  utility  less  < 
than  their  beauty.  Our  gardens  and  cuItiTated  fields,  exliit»t 
such  select  and  improved  specimeDs,  as  are  necessary  either  to 
our  comfort  or  subsistence;  while  we  occasionally  have  recourse 
to  their  native  woods,  forests,  Belds,  and  mountains,  for  such 
wild  and  uneducated  plants,  as  may  contribute  to  the  advance- 
m^it  of  arts  and  manufactures ;  objects,  essentially  connected 
with  the  spread  of  commerce,  and  the  intercourse  of  civilized 
nations. 

Man,  therefore,  has  always  been  prompted  by  the  power&l 
motives  of  interest  and  curiosity,  to  examine  subjects  with 
which  his  welfare,  his  prosperity,  and  even  his  existence  are 
so  intimately  connected.  And  yet  this  branch  of  human 
knowledge,  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  attained  the  dignity  of 
a  science  among  the  ancients.  The  modems  alone,  may  &irly 
lay  claim  to  this  honour ;  and  that  too,  at  a  very  recent  period. 
The  travels  of  the  indefatigable  Tbumefort ;  the  writings  of  his 
ctmtemporary  Ray;  and  even  the  unlearned  labours  of  the 
Herballists,  excited  public  curiosity  and  attention ;  but  it  was 
reserved  for  the  botanist  of  Upsal,  to  produce  a  new  and 
improved  theory,  to  simplify  by  classification,  illustrate  by 
approximation ;  and  to  ^ve  certainty  and  precision  to  an  art, 
hitherto  nearly  conjectural. 

Since  that  period,  his  disciples  have  traversed  both  hemis- 
pheres, in  search  of  knowledge.  The  voice  of, science  has 
extended  between  the  tropics ;  it  has  been  heard  amidst  the 
fervid  heats  of  the  equator ;  and  resounded  among  the  dreary 
rc^ons  of  the  polar  circle.  British  India  in  particular  has 
proved  f&rtile  in  resources.  Her  gums,  her  drugs,  her  spices, 
and  her'  dyes,  have  been  collected  of  late  with  inde&tigable 
tare  and  scientific  attention.  Men,  replete  with  zeal,  and 
fraught  with  knowledge,  hke  the  su^ect  of  the  present  m«noir, 
have  penetrated  the  inmost  recesses  of  nature,  and  inter- 
rogated her  concerning  her  own  productions.  The  finest 
specimens,  most  of  them  entirely  new,  and  many  of  them 
highly  valuable,  have  accordingly  been  collected,  analyzed, 
cd^bited,    and    commeated    upon.      A    great   commeraal 
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company  too,  known  cmly  ia  Europe  by  a  few  paltry 
warehousea  in  Leadenhall  Street,  but  exerdsing  a  sovereign 
power  over  near  forty  millions  of  sul^ects  in  the  east,  has 
become  the  patron  of  botany.  Rising  above  the  sordid  details 
(^  trade;  and  relinquishing  for  a  moment  all  the  splendid 
dreuns  of  conquest,  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  have  at  l«igtli 
behdd  one  establishment  at  least,  utterly  unconnected  with 
flth^  avarice  or  ambition. 

William  Roxburgh  a  native  of  Ayrshire,  in  North  Britaiii, 
was  bom  at  Underwood,  near  Lymington,  in  the  parish  of 
Craigie,  on  the  2dth  June,  1 759.  His  early  years  passed  away 
rapidly,  amidst  the  romantic  scenery  that  seems  to  have 
inspired  the  Muse  of  his  countryman  Robert  Bums,  and  coo- 
feroed  both  grace  and  energy  on  the  poetical  labours  of  an 
humbk  ploughman.  The  happy  &cility,  and  comparative 
eas^  with  which  knowledge  is  obtained  in  Scotland,  soon 
pointed  out  a  learned  profession  as  an  object  of  laudable 
ambition  to  his  parents.  He  was,  theretbr^  educated 
^iressly  for  this  object ;  and  to  be  a  physician  was  the  aim 
^fld  end,  at  which  all  his  hopes,  and  all  his  endeavours  pointed. 
Accordingly,  notwithstanding  his  family  was  not  in  affluoit 
drcumstances,  he  was  sent  to  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  complete 
his  studies,  after  having  exhausted  all  the  learning  of  <me  ot 
those  respectable  primary  schools  estabUshed  by  law  in  every 
parish  throughout  the  northern  parts  of  this  island.  While 
in  that  cq>ital,  he  attended  the  classes  of  the  various  professors 
in  the  University;  and  paid  particular  attention  to  medicine 
which  is  there  always  combined  with  pharmacy  and  sui^ry. 
At  this  period  of  his  h£e,  he  obtained  the  friendship  and 
patronage  of  Dr.  Boswell,  a  physician  of  some  eminence, 
doubtless  on  account  of  his  good  conduct  and  character ;  and 
if  we  are  not  misinformed,  he  resided  for  a  time  in  his  house. 
Certun  it  is,  that  he  afterwards  became  his  correspondent,  and 
was  at  length  allied  by  marriage  to  his  family.  Such  is  the 
n^idity,  with  which  medical  men  are  produced  on  the  shoi^ 
of  the  Frith  of  Forth,  that  we  find  Dr.  Roxbur^  acting  as  a 
surgeon,  or  rather,  perhaps,  a  surgeon's  mate,  on  board  of  an 
B  2 
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East  Ijidiamaiv  &t  the  early  age  of  leraiteen  or  ta^teai, 
Certuo  -it  b,  that  he  had  made  two  voyages  to  the  East  by 
the  tune  he  was  twenty-one ;  for  about  that  period,  he  accepted 
of  an  offer  to  settle  at  Madras.  On  this  occasicHi,  a  proqtect 
was  suddenly  opened  to  him  of  high  medical  pre&rm^t ;  and 
had  he  been  actuated  by  motiveE  of  interest  alone,  long  before 
his  death,,  he  might  have  attained  the  rank  of  phyucian-general 
M  that  Presidaie^.  But  his  mind  had  been  always  occupied 
with  a  particular  pursuit,  the  gratification  of  which  was  the 
object  neorefit  his  heart.  About  the  time  here  alluded  to,  the 
T«|>utation  of  Linnieus  was  in  iutl  bloom.  His  new  system^ 
to  many  acknowledged  advantages,  supra^ded  that  of  novelty ; 
aad  the  mind  of  the  subject  of  this  m^n<nr,  had  been  deeply 
imbued  both  with  its  excellence  and  utility  while  a  student 
at  the  ooll<^  of  Edinbur^.  He  was  accordingly  ambition^ 
of  treading  in  the  footsteps  of  the  illustrious  Swede ;  and 
aighfd  for  an  0[^rtunity  of  distinguiEhing  himself  in  the  same 
career.  He  had  for  some  time  carried  on  a  correspondence 
with  his  countryman  Sir  John  Priogl^  then  president  of  th6 
Royal  Society,  to  whom  he  occasitmaUy  transmitted  various 
curious  seeds*  and  other  productions  of  Asia  *.  As  the  constant 
complaint  in  Europe  then  was,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
length  of  the  passage,  and  the  exposure  to  heat  and  moistmrey 
these  vrere  generally  found  incapable  of  v^etation  on  iheir 
urrival,  he  contrived  a  new  vdiicle  for  their  transmissim. 
Instead  of  ranploying  paper  and  wooden  packages,  which  an 
pervious  to  every  variation  of  climate^  he  contrived  to  suspo^d 
die  finer  specimens  in  a  mucilage  of  gum-araluc,  which 
hardened  around,  and  preserved  them  in  the  greatest  per- 
fectioo.    Hie  Jilimvsas  in  particular,  were  brought  to  England 

■  Abmt  dill  parkd  abo,  tie  Grat  «bMnrcd  tlie  aSrltl  tidn,  or  tb*  no  diarait 
liuDgi  lod  Ulingi  of  the  bui^neteT  in  low  Utltoda,  ths  nitlSDCc  of  which  hu  been 
tm^j  confiraatd  by  othn  mcteondogiiu.  HU  obKrmiou  oa  thii  nibjcct  woe 
commnmnted  to  the  Knpl  Society,  *Dd  wan  aftmrardi  printed  in  iha  niikiKipUal 
TranMciioni.  It  may  iiipvar  turptiaing,  ib*t  the  diitinction  of  F.  ft.  S.  «■■  not 
apprnded  (D  hi*  nunc  ;  bnt  ibe  Inith  i>,  thu  bk  &iend  Sir  John  Piingle  (bout  d>tt 
ptriod  mired  lo  hk  auiit  coiiiuij  (Rodrer^idiira]  io  iugatt,  ud  died  there  •  Aoit 
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in  a  state  of  soundness  never  before  witnessed.  He  hod 
also  commenced  tliat  most  valoaUe  work,  entitled  "  De- 
scriptions and  drawings  of  Coromandd  Plants;"  when  an 
invitation  arrived  from  the  government  of  Bengal,  to  take 
charge  <^  the  botanical  garden  lately  established  ihere. 

On  his  arrival  at  Calcutta,  he  found  a  number  o{  in- 
telligent men,  professing  principles  and  opinicms  like  himself; 
and  aBxious  above  all  things,  to  contribute  to  the  reputation 
of  the  Linnsean  school.  He  soon  formed  an  intiinacy  witbj 
and  became  the  particular  fnead  and  associate  of  Kanig  *,  a 
celebrated  German  botanist,  whose  reputation  and  abilities 
had  obtained  for  him  a  kind,  and  even  munificmt  reception, 
in  the  east.  Warren  Hastings  was  at  this  pniod  governor- 
general  ;  and  although  his  misconduct  in  that  high  office,  after- 
wards produced  a  paHiamentary  impeachmenl  in  Englaud; 
yet  he  must  be  allowed  to  have  emulated  Lorenzo  de  Medicis 
in  a  taste  for  letters,  and  the  generous  patronage  of  men  of 
science.  Under  his  auspices,  the  Asiatic  Society  was  founded 
in  Bengal,  and  Sir  William  Jones,  a  name  still  dear  tq 
Eng^d,  became  the  first  president. 

Dr.  Roxbivgl^  ^howas  also  one  of  theoriginal  members,  soon 
became  acontributor;  and  his  description  and  figures  of  the  lacca 
insect  (Ckermes Liocca  Z.tn.)  written  and  communicated  in  I?S£t 
and  1 790  exuted  much  attention,  as  not  only  connected  with  the 
progress  of  natural  history ;  but  with  manu&ctures  and  com- 
merce also.  He  then  first  hinted,  merely  as  a  conjecture,  that 
the  adouring  matter^  wbmce  this  insect  derives  aU  its  value  in 
commerce,  might  be    separated  from  it  when,  tbe  tint  ia 

■TluiceltiniKdbonniNlDr.  Kteolg),  ■ho*F[i«aiimb>*edMin  i;ts,  vtoniaa 
of  diiiinguiahed  ulcuit.  Sii  Williim  Jone*,  id  ■  Inter  lo  Dr.  Ptirick  Riuwl,  AmmA 
Septenbcr  sth  of  ilui  yeu,  »pmu>  hinwelf  lluu  1  "Dr.Kceai),''!  Iota  will  beHT*rtl<r 
fell,  h*  wM  ■  nltubl*  mu,  vlih  u  moeb  limplicit;  uNilurc  hcnclf^  whou  wnki 
hi  ilu^td.  Do  joa  knoir  nhco  Ilia  booki  ire  to  bt  -ditpoKd  of!  I  ihould  liks  to 
pDrcl>uehia''Liiiiunu."  Ufc  oT  Sir  W.  Jonet,  4tti  £d.  p.  104. 

Id  (itotfacr  pUHge,  lie  congntatetn  hia  ecrmpoDdent  on  the  con^ileliOD  of  liii  tm 

worka ;  "  but  I  cxhait  joh,"  added  he  *■  to  [nbliib  them.    Tiiiik  how  muck  Euae 

KtHdg  loM  bir  '*W''V  ''■*  F^^tiaua.    God  Iciuwi,  vhrtlicr  vtj  ue  htmnuible  ta 

hia  DMunoiT,  will  b«  intdi  oT  hit  aiuiUKii|ila."     ITSD. 

B  3 


Dcinzeaoy  Google 


6  DR.  ROXBURGH. 

brightest ;  or,  in  other  words,  while  the  animal  is  still  alive, 
or  at  least  recent.  This  idea  was  afterwards  followed  up,  and 
the  Uquid  in  question,  at  the  present  day,  forms  a  valuable 
branch  of  export  from  Calcutta  to  London,  under  the  name 
of  lacc-lake.  -It  is  chiefly  employed  as  the  substitute  c^ 
cochineal  for  the  dyeing  of  scarlet. 

It  appears  that  Dr.  Roxburgh  returned  to  Europe  in  1797, 
and  it  was  most  Ukely  at  this  period  that  he  married  bis  first 
wife,  by  whcnn  he  had  several  children ;  and  also  obtained  his 
degree.  During  his  occasional  residence  in  London,  he  be- 
came acqu^ted  with  tl^e  late  Mr,  Moore,  secretary  to  the 
•ociety  for  the  promotion  of  arts,  manu&ctnies,  and  cc»n- 
merce.  On  his  return  to  Bengal,  in  October  1799,  he  com- 
menced a  most  interesting  correspondence  with  that  gentle- 
man, which,  in  the  course  of  its  progress,  obtained  for  him 
not  only  the  thanks,  but  r^eated  proofs  of  the  gratitude  and 
munificence  of  this  most  usefiil  association  of  hberal,  enlight- 
ened, and  patriotic  men. 

His  first  letter,  was  at  that  precise  period,  pecoiiarly  im- 
portant, as  some  of  the  northern  nations  had  been  intimidated 
to  such  a  degree,  as  to  hesitate  about  supplying  our  arsenals  with 
naval  stores.  In  short,  Bonaparte  had  formed  a  new  armed  neu- 
trality, similar  to  that  which,  during  the  American  war,  was 
created  by  the  jealousy  of  Catherine  1 1,  and  her  aUies ;  the  no- 
minal object  of  which  was,  the  fi^edom  of  the  seas,  while  the  true 
and  real  one  was  the  reduction  of  the  power  of  Great  Britain 
on  the  ocean.  From  this  moment  the  fleets  and  commerce  of 
England  became,  in  a  great  measure,  dependent  on  other  na^ 
tions;  and  to  obviate  so  great  an  evil,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain 
how  for  our  wants  could  be  supplied,  by  recurring  to  the  indi- 
genous productions  of  our  colonies  and  settlements  abroad.  * 

Accordingly,  Dr.  Roxbuigh  on  the  resumption  of  his  charge 
at  Calcutta,  with  all  the  above  objects  in  his  view,  immediately 

■  1<  *p|iun  bjr  >  lelUf  from  tbe  Msrqui*  Wdlnlcj',  wliitc  Govcrnw-Gcnenl  of 
BcDgil,  ihu  Enropean  b«mp  hxl  cnncucd  in  pfict  eince  \19t,  Iraia  33l.  \<M.  tu  fill, 
per  ton;  aiul  that  tba  umual  >upplf  of  Gmi  Briuin  luighi  b>  tBiimitcd  ti  (fum  95 
to  30,000  trau. 
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traoamitted  a  variety  o£  interesting  commiinications,  relative 
to  the  culture,  properties,  and  comparative  strength  of  hemp 
and  other  vegetable  fibres,  the  growth  of  the  "East  Indies. 

"  I  was  rather  surprised  on  my  return  to  Bengal,"  he  ob- 
serves, "  to  find  the  Directors  had  sent  out  a  person,  (Mr. 
Snclair,)  to  establish  the  cultivation  of  hemp,  a  thing  I  had 
begun  sometime  b^ore.  Even  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel, 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  I  had  made  a  most  important  trial, 
the  success  of  which  was  laid  betore  that  government,  to  be 
sent  to  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors :  and  again  in  Ben- 
gal, since  my  appointment  to  the  station  I  now  hold.  Mr. 
Sinclair  is  dead,  and  the  experiment  is  still  carried  on  in  a 
most  expensive  manner;  whereas  it  could  be  continued' wherii  - 
it  was  first  begun,  in  the  Botanic  Garden,  at  no  expence,  and 
with  more  prospect  of  success."  He  then  proceeds  to  state^ 
that  80  pounds  weight  only  bad  been  procured  in  the  way  just 
alluded  to,  and  that  at  the  enormous  charge  of  from  1 0,000  to 
20,000  rupees  I  Instead  of  these  costly  experiments,  which 
contribute  to  check  improvements  of  all  kinds,  he  recommends 
small  praniums  to  be  off^^  to  the  natives,  accompanied  by 
honorary  rewards  to  such  Europeans  as  may  be  inclined  to 
cultivate  this  valuable  article,  after  an  example  had  been  once 
set  on  a  small  and  economical  scale. 

*'  Another  object  of  more  national  importance,  which  I 
recommended  to  this  government,  before  I  went  to  the  Cape, 
was  the  growth  of  one  of  the  most  noble  of  the  Palms,  the 
Arrow,  mentioned  in  Marsden's  History  of  Sumatra,  p.  77» 
and  said  to  yield  at  an  early  age,  (from  five  to  seven  years), 
fibres  ready  prepared  by  nature,  being  flexible,  strong,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  most  durable,  and  the  most  convenient  for 
cables,  and  cordage  of  all  kinds,  that  can  be  desired.  It  also 
yields  great  abundance  of  palm  wine,  which  may  be  con- 
voted  into  sugar,  or  ardent  spirits ;  and  when  the  tree  is  old, 
its  pith  is  the  basis  of  the  Sago  we  so  much  value.  I  have 
distributed  many  hundred  plants  (about  100,000  have  been 
reared  in  the  Botanic  Garden,  since  the  date  of  this  letter), 
besides  many  thousand  seeds  in  the  ground.  Dnraingi  jmd 
B  4 
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k  descr^on  of  tliis  most  valuable  tree^  were  sent  to  the  direc- 
tors, under  tibe  name  of  Sanguenit  JRumphii," 

In  the  next  communication,  dated  '*  Calcutta,  February  27* 
ISOI,"  the  doctor  recomineDds  the  iStffi  of  the  Hindoos^  which  is 
^  prepared  fibres  of  the  bark  of  a  well  known  Indian  plant, 
&.e  Crotalaria  ,hincia  of  LinnKus,  as  the  most  promising  sub- 
stitute for  Russian  hemp.  He  compares  cordage  "  tu  the  sinews 
and  muscles  of  a  ship,"  in  a  paper  of  observations  subjoined;  and 
descants  <m  the  immense  service  i^  the  best  kinds  of  honp, 
or  best  substitutes  in  lieu  of  it,  to  the  mariner,  as  well  as  its 
advantages  to  the  commerce,  and  de^ce  of  the  nation.  It 
appears  also,  from  the  same  letter,  that  the  idea  of  tanning 
nets  and  n^>es,  is  as  familiar  to  tlie  fishermen  of  Asia,  as  to 
those  of  Europe ;  and  he  here  carefully  exhibits  the  result 
of  a  varie^  (tf  comparative  estimates  of  the  strength  — 

1.  Of  English  hemp ; 

2.  Of  Canabis;. 

S.  Of  Coir,  or  tfae  fibres  of  the  husk  of  the  cocoa  nut ; 

4.  Of  EjotH  Sanguena  Sumphii,  &c  &c 
Ife  finds  that  by  simply  stretching  the  nadve  hemp,  much 
addidbnal  strength  is  obtained. 

In  180fi,  Dr.  Roxburgh  was  gradfied  with  the  gold  medal 
of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Arts,  &c.  on  account  of  his 
voluaUe  communicalJtms,  relative  to  East  India  producdMis. 
In  June  1S04',  he  had  transmitted  to  their  house  in  the 
Addphi,  a  quantity  of  the  dry,  full-grown  I^umes,  of  Mi- 
mota  Arabica,  (See  Coromandel.  Plants,  Vol.  II.  No.  1*9.)  as 
a  substitute  for  Aleppo  galls.  Upon  the  leaves  of  the  tree 
whioh  produces  the  yellow  Myrobolans,  he  found  an  insect 
replete  with  a  bright  yellow  juice,  which  stains  paper  of  a  very 
deep,  and  rich  yellow  colour.  If  these  could  be  collected  in 
suffici^it  quap^ties,  be  was  inclined  to  tbink  "  that  they 
mi^t  prove  as  valuable  a  yellow  dye,  as  the  cochineal  is  a  red." 

He  also  recommends  to  the  notice  of  the  Society, 

I.  Certain  resins,  commonly  called  Zkmtmer^  which  when 
boilad  up  with  oil,  are  used  instead  d  pitch  in  the  marine 
.yaida  of  India; 
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3.  A  drying  oil,  extracted  by  inciaion,  fix>m  the  Oleoaj/lon 
Balsami^ra,  which  grows  abundantly  in  Chittagong,  and  is 
Hied  chiefly  in  painUng; 

5.  Vegetable  substances,  c<mtainiiig  the  tanning  and  astrin- 
gent principles. 

4.  About  iO  new  substitutes  for  flax  and  hanp ; 

5.  The  coarse  silks  spun  by  the  wild  Tussafa,  and  da- 
mesticated  Belinda  worm,  the  latter  of  which  is  as  sc^  as 
shawl  wool,  and  incredibly  durable ; 

And  6thly.  The  very  fine,  deiicftt^  tullqr  wod,  the  produce 
-of  the  two  trees  Bombax  Pentatuhia,  and  H^ptaphfUoy  which 
might  answer  for  hats  at  least. 

Immediately  aft^  this  period.  Dr.  R.  left  Boigal,  and  on 
his  arrival  in  En^^and,  made  cluuce,  during  some  time,  of  die 
village  of  Chelsea,  for  his  residence.  In  1805^  we  find 
him  communicating  another  paper  to  the  Society  of  Arta,  <mi 
the  culture,  properties,  &c.  of  hemp ;  a  sul^ect  bectnne  still 
more  importuit  than  ever,  in  consequence  of  the  uncertainty 
of  our  political  and  psmmerd^  relatitnu  with  Russia.  After 
visiting  his  native  country,  and  endeavonring  to  obtain  Knne 
relief  for  an  exhausted  constitution,  he  returned  once  mrare  to 
Bei^aL  In  1807,  we  find  him  renewing  his  correspcmdence 
with  the  Society  c^  Arts,  through  the  medium  of  Dr.  Taylor, 
the  new  secretary,  rdative  to  the  extract  of  die  Gaub,  or 
TtmntOf  prqiared  &om  the  finit  of  the  Dio^pyros-GUitinosui. 
He  also  transmitted  a  specimen  of  the  plant  called  Oobaeet 
by  the  Malays. 

In  the  course  of.  the  oext  year,  he  communicated  many 
valuable  observatiuns  relative  to  the  resiti  of  the  Valeria  In' 
iicot  which  exhilHts  all  the  dectrical  power  of  amber ;  and 
also  about  his  fever  powder,  the  Smetema  Febr^ugai  the 
Cadncay  galls ;  the  orange  dy^ng  drug,  called  WassuntagandOf 
&c.  together  with  directions  "  for  growing  plants  at  sea." 

Ilie  transactions  of  1810,  contain  an  account  of  a  new 
spedes  ot  Nernm  Indigo,  together  with  the  mode  of  manu- 
facturing it.  In  1818,  the  doctor  favored  the  SodeQr  with 
obserratioiu  on  the  growth  of  the  Teak  treej  and  in  1813» 
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he  obtaioed  a  second  gold  medaJ  for  hb  interesting  com- 
munlcationB  on  the  growth  of  treea  in  India. 

During  his  residence  in  the  east  the  subject  of  these  memcars 
was  indefatigable  in  his  researches,  discoveries,  and  commu- 
nications; while  the  garden  under  his  management  becaine  the 
■cene  of  a  multitude  of  usehil  experiments.  Attentive  to  every 
thing  around  liim,  he  composed  several  dissertations  on  the 
Hindoo  method  of  cultivating  the  sugar  cane,  and  manufactur- 
ing the  juice.  These,  together  with  remarks  on  the  copper 
coins  of  the  northern  Circars,  have  been  since  published  in  the 
Oriental  Repertory,  edited  by  the  late  Mr.  Dalrymple.  He 
afterwards  added  an  account  of  the  Bengalee  and  Chinese 
practices  of  extricating  the  saccharine  matter  &om  the  sugar 
cane ;  and  on  this  occasion  he  was  at  great  pains  to  recom- 
mend the  abridgement  of  human  labour,  by  the  substitution  of 
the  plough  for  the  hoe  and  the  spade. 

That  he  was  indefatigable  in  his  researches  the  following 
little  anecdote  will  sufficiently  testily.  .  By  means  of  Colond 
Hardwid^e,  a  vegetable  butter  called  Fidleoa  or  FuUevara,  by 
the  Hindoos,  was  discovered  to  be  the  produce  of  a  tree  grow- 
ing in  the  Almora  moimtains.  No  sooner  was  this  fact,  relative 
to  an  article  used  for  various  economical  purposes  by  the  natives, 
disclosed  to  Dr.  Roxburgh,  than  he  took  a  journey  thither, 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  precise  tree,  and 
-  discovering  the  process  by  which  its  butter  was  procured.  It 
proved  to  be  a  new  species  of  Bassia,  nearly  allied  to  Parke's 
African  butter  tree,  a  description  and  figure  of  which  he  soon 
t&er  communicated  to  the  world,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Asiatic  Researches. 

In  the  course  of  his  assiduous  enquiries,  he  discovered  new 
substitutes  for  both  hemp  and  flax,  superior  to  those  already 
mentioned;  and  as  he  was  not  withhdd  by  any  notions  offolse 
prid^  he  pointed  out  the  Ejoo  of  the  Malays  as  admirably 
fitted  for  both  purposes.  Of  these,  cables  of  a  superior  kind  are 
uumu&ctured  at  Ceylon,  and  so  strong  is  this  production,  that 
Ijie  fishermen  make  their  lines  of  single  fibres  joined  together. 
He  also  found  Uutt  the  noble  palm  already  alluded  to,  in  addi- 
11 
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dcm  to  ropes  and  lines,  sago  meal  and  palm  wine,  funuBbee  a 
moat  usefiil  thatch  for  covering  the  habitations  of  the  natives. 

As  if  to  prove  how  serviceable  botany  may  be  rendered  to 
the  subsistence  of  mankind,  the  doctor  interested  himself 
greaUy  during  the  dreadtid  famine  which  occurred  in  several 
parts  of  India,  in  1791,  9,  and  3,  particularly  at  Maeulipatam, 
Ml  account  of  the  failure  of  the  periodical  rains,  and  which  re- 
duced the  population  ofthe  northern  Circars  to  one  half  of  their 
inhabitants.  He  accordingly  drew  up  and  transmitted  to  the 
government  of  Madras  a  variety  of  su^estions  for  the  cultiva- 
tioD  of  all  such  valuable  products,  as  might  supply  food  to  the 
natives,  when  the  rice  crop  &ils,  and  thus  become  an  e0ectiial 
substitute  (or  granaries  *,  whi(^  were  not  found  in  all  cases  to 
correspond  with  the  b^eficent  intentions  of  government. 

At  the  same  time  those  in  authority  endeavoured  to  intro- 
duce the  bread-fruit  tree  trom  the  Nicabor  islands,  and  aloo 
to  cultivate  that  f^iecaes  vrbich  produces  a  fruit  called  iS/diorti 
recommended  by  the  doctor  in  1793,  and  supposed  to  be  a 
production  infinitely  superior  to  the  bread-fruit.  Commerce 
and  the  arts  w«re  nearly  at  the  same  time  indebted  to  him 
for  the  discovery  of  plants,  which  yield  an  indigo  equal  in  point 
of  quality,  to  the  best  that  can  be  extracted  from  the  Ind^ofera 
Ttnctoiia, 

The  three  vrild  sorts  .tS  silk  worm,  viz.  Tasseh  (Phal.  Faplic 
of  Lin.)i  Arundi-  (Fhalana  Guth.  Lin.),  and  Maggadoo^,  also 
described  luid  figured  l^  him,  tiimish  the  natives  with  an 
abundant  supply  of  three  different  kinds  of  strong,  durable  silk, 
all  of  which  are  hi^ly  usefiil,  particularly  the  last,  which  is 
employed  in  the  fabrication  d  various  coarse  silks. 


*  See  Vol.  XXXI.  of  ilic  Tnowptinm  of  ihs  Socirij  of  Aru,  Commerce,  aud 

Minuriclum.  Gnniria  on  the  ei>ui  orC^onimindcl  ).rove  uteFut,  bui  on  ucount  of 
the  humirlii}'  in  Bengal  ii  ii  found  both  dlHiRitt  end  npentlve  to  preeerve  f(nin  ia 
them.  Dr.  R.  Tccommenili  wben  the  paddj  (rice)  liti  ftuled,  to  prepare  the  ground 
fur  when  cuA  bulejr,  legiunei,  grain,  and  rooli.  Tlie  most  uieful  tniclei  of  food  are 
peai,  •noiar-kinS,  keesari,  LnOiymt,  Sic.  Of  tuberou)  mou  thepotitoe  of  Eui<^, 
•ad  lUo  [he  iiruFl  one,  are  moniMicd  aa  xbanlagenu.  It  ii  wonhj  of  notice,  tliat 
th^laamed  botaniil  and  p))  jiLctaa  deemi  thott  who  eat  wheat,  a  fal  mpmorraee  to  inch 
u  Ute  OD  lice. — Ed. 
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As  a  botanist.  Dr.  Rozburgli  valued,  and  as  a  pfaysidan,  re- 
comm^ded  and  introduced  his  Swietenia  F^rjfitga,  or  East 
India  fever  bark,  which  has  become  on  excellent  substitute  for 
the  Peruvian ;  and  after  being  employed  by  him  with  great 
tSecX.  for  the  space  of  twenty  years,  it  has  at  length  been  intro- 
duced into  our  Fhabhacop<eias. 

In  that  department  of  natural  history  to  which  he  was  most 
attached,  his  zeal  and  industry  were  unequalled.  His  coUecdon 
of  drawings  of  Indian  pknts  alone  amounted  to  near  3,000. 
One  of  these,  No.  2,141,  is  an  immensely  large  and  beautifiil 
ficus,  or  fig-tree,  of  a  new  species,  yielding  an  abundant  si^ 
ply  of  CoMtchouc,  or  Indian  rubber,  used  by  the  natives  of  the 
Oara  mountains  to  smear  and  render  water-tight  th^  buckets, 
and  other  utensils.  They  a\ao  use  it  for  torches  as  the  Chinese 
do  for  boots,  and  a  manuiactory  of  this  commodity  haa  been 
latdy  established  in  England,  which  promises  by  its  various 
products  to  render  this  imported  acticle  usefol  in  no  common 
degree. 

The  botanical  garden  at  Calcutta  Bourished  and  was  brought 
into  great  repute  under  the  auspices  of  its  celebrated  and  inde- 
fiidgable  corator.  '  Its  different  quarters  were  laid  out  in 
a  scientific  manner,  and  exhibited  a  rich  variety  of  spedmens* 
Here,  those  attached  to  that  pleasing  study  on  their  arrival 
&om  Europe,  experienced  a  high  degree  of  gratification.  CoU 
lected  in  one  single  spot,  they  witnessed  a  fine  and  singular 
ezhibitioit  of  Asiatic  plants;  the  richest  foliage, — the  most 
beautiful  tints, — the  greatest  diversity  of  size,  shape,  and  forms, 
all  tended  to  delight  the  senses  and  captivate  the  ima^natitm 
of  the  common  beholder ;  while  the  statesman  and  the  man  of 
science  beheld  new  incentives  to  industry,  new  inlets  to  know- 
ledge, new  dements  f£  trade,  manu&ctures,  and  commerce. 
It  is  to  the  superintendant  of  this  valuable  establishment  that 
the  Enghsh  spice  plantations  in  Sumatra  are  indebted  both  for 
their  existence  and  increase.  Dr.  Roxburgh,  in  consequence 
of  his  own  earnest  r^resentations,  was  autliorised  by  the 
Supreme  Government  in  1795-6,  to  send  persons  ^vapexlj 
quali&d  to  (he  Moluccas  to  procure  plants  and  seeds  of  every 
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thing  valuable,  particularly  the  nutmeg  and  dove  trees.  In 
1 802-3,  he  onph^ed  his  own  aotit  ihea  his  aBBistant,  and  after- 
wards his  successor,  on  a  umilar  misaioD ;  the  result  of  which 
was  22,000  nutm^  and  7,000  clove  plants.  It  also  appears 
from  the  certificate  of  the  governor  of  Beocodra,  in  1 803,  that 
the  plantations  there  were  all  in  a  dourishing  condition,  and 
that  no  fewer  than  13,000  nutm^  trees  bad  been  distributed 
among  the  Malay  chiefs. 

Having  thus  paid  some  atteniioh  to  his  labours  and  the 
benefits  resulting  &om  them,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
recur  once  more  to  the  individual  himself. 

While  at  Madras,  Dr.  Roxburgh  had  but'little  occasion  t6 
con^lain  c^  ill  health,  but  on  his  removal  to  Bengal  the  dde- 
terious  effects  of  the  climate  soon  became  visible.  To  counteract 
these  be  had  recourse  to  sea  voyages ;  and  his  frequent  returns 
to  Europe  were  generally  attended  with  the  most  beneficial 
cfiects.  At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  he  was  doubly  refreshed* 
as  both  body  and  mind  were  invigorated  by  a  residence  there. 
On  one  hand,  the  clinoate  temled  not  a  little  to  recover  aa 
exhausted  constituti(»i,  and  on  the  other  the  fiiiits,  and  flowery 
and  trees,  and  productions  of  all  kinds,  enabled  him  to  con- 
template new  and  rich  varieties  of  his  favourite  sd^ice. 

The  hope  excited  by  these  and  a  variety  of  other  induce- 
ments, connected  with  the  education  of  his  children,  raidered 
another  excursion  to  Europe  particularly  desirable.  He  ac- 
cordingly took  leave  of  Bengal  and  his  friends  there  for  the 
hat  time  in  the  summer  of  1818,  and  reached  St  Helena  in. 
August  During  a  former  residence  he  drew  up  a  Itora  of 
that  island,  and  discovered  that  it  consisted  of  S6  species ;  a 
huge  porticsi  of  whidi  appears  to  be  peculiar  to  that  little  insul- 
ated rock,  having  been  observed  no  where  else. 

On  his  arrival  in  England  he  visited  many  old  acquaint* 
ances,  and  renewed  several  of  his  ancient  friendships.  On  the 
31st  of  May,  1814^  he  attended  in  person  the  noble  saloon' 
bdonging  to  the  Society  of  Arts,  and  received  from  the  hand 
of  .th»r  noble  President,  &e  late  Duke  of.  Norfolk,  either  a 
#eooDd  or  third  gold  medal  for  his  interesting  communications, 
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which  was  preiaced  by  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  speech,  in 
the  presence  of  an  elegant  and  crowded  assembly.  He  Boon 
after  r^>aired  to  his  natiTe  country,  and  worn  out  by  infirmities, 
not  by  age,  he  resigned  his  life  M  Park-place,  Edinbmrgh,  on 
the  lOth  of  April,  181.5,  in  the  57th  year  of  his  age. 

Dr.  Roxburgh  was  twice  married,  and  had  children  by  both 
his  mves ;  his  widow  is  the  grand-daughter  of  his  old  friend 
Dr.  Boswel),  to  whose  care  and  attention  some  portion  of  his 
success  may  be  justly  attributed.  One  of  our  poets  finely  al- 
ludes to  the  "  ruling  passion"  being  "  strong  in  death."  This 
was  never  more  clearly  exemplified  than  in  respect  to  the  sul> 
ject  of  the  present  memoir  in  one  particular  instance.  While 
residing  at  Chelsea,  as  already  alluded  to,  and  overwhelmed 
with  a  disease  that  afterwards  proved  fetal,  Mr.  Salisbury,  oi 
the  Botanical  Garden  in  Sloane-street,  carried  a  fine  specimen 
of  a  new  plant  in  full  bloom  to  shew  him :  it  was  the  Ulium 
tigrinum  (tiger  lily),  which  he  had  nursed  for  two  years  with  great 
care  in  the  Company's  garden  at  Calcutta,  but  had  never  as  yet 
seen  it  in  flower.  No  sooner  was  the  fact  communicated  to 
him,  than  suddenly  starting  from  a  bed  of  sickness,  to  which 
he  had  been  confined  during  three  whole  days.  Dr.  K.  eagerly 
sjeized  the  precious  plant,  and  foi^etting  all  his  maladies,  hast- 
ened to  the  window  to  contemplate  and  expatiate  on  its 
beauties! " 

Tliere  is  a  well  engraved  portrait  of  Dr.  Roxburgh  prefixed 
to  vol.  xxxiii,  of  the  IVansactions  of  the  Society  of  Arts, 
Commerce,  Manu&ctures,  &c  fi^m  a  miniature  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mrs,  R.  This  is  a  high  and  singular  tribute  of  respec^ 
most  t^propriately  conferred  by  an  excellent  institution,  on  a 
man  whose  labours  have  been  constantly  directed  towards 
public  and  meritorious  objects. 

•  A  fine  ipeclinen  of  the  LUium  Tigrmum,  in  full  blow,  being  it  ihii  moment  before 
,  me;  I  un  rarFel]>  wonder  il  the  onthuiiaim  diiplsyed  bj  ihii  >Dii»ble  boianiil.  Tlie 
c^U,  contista  oF  ili  peHli,  HbtA  fold  gnce^ll]'  into  >a  i£>ny  cunn,  u  if  with- 
dnirii^  fcMa  the  gut  <k  ihe  ipenMoT.  Thq  ue  of  ■  deep  ocBnge-UWdj,  powdtnd 
with  oblong  block  qnM,  iiiegnlul;  MMtued  vm  ibe  nu&te,  trbeoM,  doiAllcM,  tbe 
duomintloB  (^  Tie"  lUf^—Ea, 
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Here  follows  a  !i«t  of  his  works : 

No.  I .  Plants  of  the  Coasts  of  Coromandel,  with  plates,  2 
Tok  ito.  1795  anil  1811. 

No.  2.  A  Botanical  Description  of  Swietenice,  4to. 

No.  S.  An  Essay  <m  the  Natural  Order  t^  the  Sdtamines^ 
Calcutta,  *U>. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  number  of  papers  written  by  him 
will  be  found  in  the  following  works : 

The  Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society. 

The  Asiatic  Keseardies,  printed  at  Calcutta. 

Tlie  Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  Manufiictures,  &;c. 

And  Dalryrople's  Oriental  R^^Kwitory. 

He  also  transmitted  a  variety  of  communications  to  the  Lin- 
nsean  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  particularly  an  inte- 
resting dissertation  on  the  C^^ut  tree. 
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The  RioHT  Kev.  Dr.  WILLIAM  CLEAVER, 


IWith  a  last  t^kis  Worhs.1 

1  o  the  honour  of  the  Church  of  England,  its  dignitaries 
rank  high  in  respect  to  morals,  int^rity,  and  learning.  Tb6 
venerable  bench  of  Bishops  exlubits  an  eminmt  example  of 
the  justice  of  these  positions.  As  in  the  primitire  times,  our 
prdatea  are  generally  selected  rather  for  their  worth  than 
dther  their  birth  or  rank ;  they  seldom  obtain  the  mitre  mitil 
they  have  arrived  at  a  mature  age,  and  passed  through  various 
probationary  stages  in  an  ascmding  ratio ;  and  if  the  apostolic 
0St  of  tongues  be  now  wanting,  yet,  as  was  gravely  and  wiady 
enjraned  by  Dr.  Horsley,  that  want  is  in  some  measure  sup- 
plied by  a  r^pilar  recourse  to  the  aids,  to  be  derived  frmn 
human  learning. 

William  Cleaver,  D.  D.  was  bom  about  the  year  1 742.  His 
father,  the  late  Rev.  W.  Cleaver,  M.  A.  of  Lincoln  college, 
Oxford,  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  whs  acted 
for  many  years  in  the  capacity  of  a  school-master  in  the  village 
of  Twyford  in  the  county  of  Bucks.  At  this  seminary,  which  is 
■aid  to  have  been  a  very  req>ectable  one,  this,  who  was  the 
eldest  son,  recdved  his  education,  h^jether  with  Easeby,  his 
younger  brother.  Being  a  man  who  had  himself  rei4>ed  and 
was  full  aware  of  the  ben^ts  to  be  derived  from  sound  instruc- 
tion, the  elder  Mr.  Cleaver  became  f^  course  anxious  to  instil 
the  same  idea  into  the  youthful  minds  of  his  childroi.  He  was 
intimately  acqufunted  with  the  Latin  language;  is  said  to  have 
beat  au  adt^  in  Greek;  and  evea  to  have  att«ined'aB  un- 
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common  degree  of  knowledge  in  ret^tect  to  tlie  Hebrew  tongue. 
Theee  preparatory  studies  and  qualifications  proved  propitious 
in  no  common  d^^ree  to  liis  ^nily;  he  sowed  the  seeds  of 
learning,  and  reiq)ed  a  rich  crop  in  the  penons  of  his  two  sons, 
both  of  whom,  by  an  unprecedented  degree  of  good  fortune^ 
attained  episcopal  honours.  William,  being  the  soonest 
qualified  for  the  university,  rqiaired  to  Oxford  at  an  early 
age,  and  instantly  began  to  experience  the  advantages  of  a 
previous  initiation  in  and  decided  taste  for  those  studies  he 
was  now  destined  to  pursue.  As  his  &mily  was  possessed  of 
neither  wealth  nor  influence,  be  had  nothing  to  depend  upon 
but  his  industry,  application,  and  good  conduct.  These  soon 
procured  for  him  a  Buddnghamshire  denofship  at  Magdalen 
colle^ ;  this  was  followed)  after  a  decent  interv&l,  by  a  fellow- 
ship of  Brazen  Nose,  the  latter  of  which  was  obtained  in  1764> 
Four  years  after  this  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  honourable 
post  of  librarian  to  the  Bodleian,  an  ofSce  that  implies  extra- 
ordinary att^ments.  On  this  occasion  alone  success  did  not 
accompany  bis  dffbrts ;  he  was  fortunate  however  even  in  his 
defeat,  for  the  numbers  were  exacdy  equal,  and  hia  rival  was 
preferred  solely  on  the  score  of  seniorit}'. 

Mr.  Cleaver,  however,  was  amply  consoled  for  his  disap-, 
pointment  by  a  lucl^  incident  that  in  due  time  opened  a  pros- 
pect to  two  mitres,  one  in  England  and  the  other  in  Ireland. 
Ths  heir  *  of  the  hopes  and  the  ambition  of  the  Orenvilles 

*  Mr.  GrenTillc,  iftfrmnh  Eul  Temple,  and  MirquU  of  Bncldn^hun,  In  iiicEeuMn. 
Hemt  iheeldat  ion  of  ihe  Kighc  Hon,  George  GrenTllle,  who  sucrecjcd  ibe  Earl  cT 
Boiett  Scnetu^Df  StUe,  Mi;  39,  17fi4;  btuI  >!ie  nepbeir  of  Eirl  Temple,  *  >iiH»- 
mu  coDTitcteil  villi  Wltliim  Kit,  fint  Earl  of  Ciiathain,  in  thoae  greai,  populaf,  uid 
turnialut  meaanrea  which  humbled  the  ambiiiDn  of  Louii  XV.  and  finally  produced  tb* 
ttatf  of  Paris :  i  paciBcttion,  nalitithiUDdlng  ila  tuppoaed  ioadequMy,  thai  tended  not 
a  little  ID  exalt  the  ^trj,  eCEod  (be  commerce,  incietia  ibe  wealib,  and  eoutribule  to 
(he  proiperitj  of  the  empire. 

Ht.  GreoTllle  ma  bom  June  7,  17S3,  and  on  the  denlfe  of  bii  noble  rdattTejnit 
alliidcdie,  in  1779  anceeeded  him  *i  u  Ei^liab  etil.  After  being  educated  under  Dr. 
Cltanr  at  Oifard,  aa  will  be  a«n  In  the  ten,  he  made  the  tour  ofEurapei  in  1771 
married  Lad]'  Marj  Elizabeth  Nngent,  a  Hch  Roman  Csiholic  heircM. 

Hb  lordahipwMlwica  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (in  1783  and  i7B7}i  he  w»  lUo 
6etiecarrDrStuef(>[aDniedajauiI7B3.  In  1784  be  naa  advanced  to ■  isaiiqulMle,  ii» 
^•nd  Kith  the  Ganei  in  17B6,  and  died  Feb.  ii,  1§13.  He  mun  be  aUowed  to  haii 
Uon  ■  Und  Giend  and  a  liberal  ptaaii.— fo. 
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was  in  want  of  a  private  tutor.  Tbia  young  gentleman  had 
already  passed  throngfa  the  iisual  prdtminai-y  studies  with  a 
certain  degree  of  decorous  att^tion,  not  always  evinced  in  r^ 
spect  to  persons  of  bis  condition  in  lif^  and  being  just  matrt- 
tulated  at  Christchurch,  was  at  this  moment  in  want  of 

"  A  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  1" 

The  Other's  proximity  to  Stowe,  added  to  the  high  and  in-  ' 
creasing  reputation  of  the  son,  soon  pointed  him  out  ae  a  dassi- 
cal  Mentor.  Mr.  Qeaver  afterwards  aiited  in  the  same  capacity 
to  Lord  Orenville,  who  has  since  run  the  career  of  nearly  all 
the  high  employments  in  the  state.  While  in  this  station  he 
obtained  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  pupils,  who  earnestly 
longed  fi>f^  an  opportuni^  to  advance  a  preceptor  eveiy  way 
worthy  of  their  attachment. 

Meanwhile  the  subject  of  these  memoirs  having  now  arrived 
at  that  period  when  it  is  customary  to  settle  in  life,  exchanged 
is  fellowship  for  the  living  of  CotUngham,  in  Northampton- 
shire, whidi  was  in  the  gift  of  his  college,  and  then  married  a 
lady  of  respectable  femily  and  connexions  of  the  name  of  Ashe- 
ton*.  They  resided  for  a  considerable  period  in  the  hinnble 
parsonage-house  of  an  obscure  parish,  and  began  to  see  a  little 
family  multiplying  around  them.  But  he  was  not  forgotten 
by  his  friends  at  Stowe,  who  were  now  fast  rising  Into  power 
and  eminence. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  I7S2,  Earl  Temple  was  nomi- 
nated to  succeed  the  Duke  <^  Portland  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland.  On  this  occauon  he  was  accompanied  by  his  brother, 
then  Mr.  William  (now  Lord)  Grenville,  as  secretary,  together 
with  Mr.  Cleaver,  as  one  of  Ms  di^lains.  .  Bat  here  a  suddot 
cloud  interposed,  and  became  the  precursor  of  that  politicat 
storm  which  seemed  destined  to  extingoish  the  hopes  of  them 
all.    llie  coaUtion  formed  between  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox 

•  lln  lulf,  (t  thit  tiim,  Ktidni  wi<h  bn  dknIkt  M  BmfieU,  io  Bcriuhiic  Ha 
udcDr.AibMufl,  mi  thennDmDBfritiidofHannWilpobuulGnjihcpciMi  tni 
kwbrotluT,  WmUmAthctoo,  of  Cond*!*  wd  Domibwii,  in  tha  coMnij  {vUUm  el 
LtnciHcr,  Em^.  muiied  LnicU,  tccond  dtO^ter  of  dw  latvSit  Riduld  BroeU*  of 
NntOB  Abbe]>,  In  Chethire,  But. 
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put  a  speedy  eUd  to  this  viceroytHf)  after  a  few  mcmtlu  dura* 
&m,  for  the  Darl  of  NOTtbii^bm  arrived  eiurly  in  the  simuoer 
of  178S,  and  fail  Excellency  and  w^  immediatdy  enlbarked 
for  EUig^and. 

The  subject  of  this  article  now  found  sh^ter  and  protectiMi 
in  that  uniTcrsity  which  had  before  educated  him.  A  vacaniy 
ha\-ing  taken  place  in  the  headship  of  Brazai  Nose  coUc^  he 
offiavd  hinis^  a  candidate,  and  in  1785  obtained,  although 
not  without  a  struggle,  this  honourable  and  lucrative  ^ipoiiit- 
ment,  which  he  ei^oyed  for  many  years.  Soon  after  this  he 
proceeded  to  the.  d^^rees  of  bachelor  and  doctor  of  divinity, 
which  were  confaA^  January  26,  1766. 

Ailer  a  short  and  portentous  contest,  the  star  of  the  House 
of  Orenville  was  coice  more  in  the  ascendant,  shed  .its  benign 
influence  tm  the  prmcipal,  who,  in  1784',  obtained  a  prebendal 
stall,  in  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter's,  Weatminstetr.  Still 
greater  dignities  were  in  store  for  him.  His  patron,  who, 
in  pHvate  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  King,  succeeded 
in  dismissing  the  oialition  miniatiy,  and  seating  his  re^ 
klive  Mr.  Pitt  at  the  helm.  For  himself  was  reserved 
a  marquisate,  in  1784',  and  the  Garter  in  1786,  while 
his  brother  William  became  an  active  member  of  the  new 
cabinet.  In  1787,  he  procured  for  his  old  preceptor,  the  see 
<^  Chesty,  which  had  just  become  vacant  by  the  trenaUtuxi  of 
the  worthy  Dr.  Beilby  Porteous,  to  London ;  and  when  he 
tuiiBsel^.by  a  rare  instance  of  royal  &vour,  repaired  to  Irdand 
ft  second  time  •,  as  Viceroy,  he  carried  Dr.  Euseby  Cleaver 
ika^  with  hmif,  as  me  of  bis  chafduns.  A  re&eshing  shower 
d!  mitres  Mhwed  soon  after,  and  he  is  now  in  fiill  enjoymeait 
(rfa  thiidj-  ill  the  sisto'  kingdom,  with  a  residence  at  Tallagh 
Glstle^  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  capitaL 

N(»  had  the  dder  brother  any  occasion  to  complain  <m  the 
score  irf preferment;  for  the  same  zeelons  firiendship  that  had 

*  In  17B}. 

t  Dr-EatebjCthc^roangerbiollieiDF  ths  late  Biiliopof  Si.  Auph,  wu  iJvancid 
tnt  (0  be  Biihop  of  Cork  tnd  Bom  ;  he  wu  loon  after  inililated  to  ibc  He  of 
Finn,  uidif  ddk  AichbuhopofDabliii,  uJ  Pdmte  of  Inland. — Eb. 

c  S 
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obtained  Chester,  thirteen  years  after  tramkted  him  to  San- 
ger, having  succeeded  the  late  Dr.  Warren  in  1800;  and  by 
this  exchange  got  an  increase  of  at  least  one  third,  in  point  of 
income.  Nor  did  he  tarry  very  long  there,  for  after  six  y&ars  eit- 
joyment,  he  finally  succeeded  that  very  learned  prelate  Dr. 
Saaiuel  Horsley,  in  the  see  of  St.  Asaph,  the  revenue  of  which 
'is  usually  estimated  at  about  5000/.  per  annum. 

Thus  in  point  of  finances,  Dr.  Cleaver  must  not  only  have 
been  comfortable,  but  in  no  small  d^ree  opuknt  Unin- 
cumbered with  a  very  large  or  very  expensive  family,  what 
with  his  bishopric,  his  income  as  principal  of  Bmz^t  Nose,, 
together  with  his  other  preferments,  doubUees  &r  exceeded 
all'hiawaiits.  In  short,  he  may  be  deemed  not  only  a  rich 
but  a  fortunate  prelate,  for,  as  if  to  crown  all  his,  wishes,  he 
enjoyed  the  satis&ction  to  behold  his  pupil  Ixird  Gr^i^lle 
nominated  chancellor  of  his  own  university.  * 

As  the  head  of  Brazen  Nose  College,  his  Lordship,  to  his 
great  credit  be  it  said,  endeavoured  to  restore  the  ancient  dis- 
cipline ;  and  succeeded  to  a  certain  d^;re&  It  is  allowed  that 
under  liis  management,  that  foundation  greatly  encreased  in 
point  of  members  and  respectability. 

As  a  bishop,  he  is  said  to  have  discountenanced  all  those 
preachers  who' are  usually  termed  evangelical,-  and  in  his 
charges  to  tlie  clergy  of  his  diocese,  he  was  accustomed  to  plead 
*'  his'  infirmities  and  other  necessary  avocations,"  as  an  apology 
for  not  being  more  frequently  among  them.  He  was  a  great 
enemy  to  non^esidence,  and  a  great  friend  to  the  erection  of  par- 
son^es.  Some  doubts  however  may  perhaps  be  entertained 
in  his  own  case,  whether  a  headship  be  compatible  with  the 
constant  and  feithfiil  (^scharge  of  the  duties  of  a  diocesan. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  owned,  that  the  bishop's 
charities  were  ext^isive,  and-that  he  was  a  strenuous  and  or- 
thodox def«ider  o(  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  England. 
He  has  boldly  maintained,  both  from  the  pulpit  and  the  press, 
the  opinion  first  su^ested  by  that  learned  divine  f,  the  author 
of  the  "  True  Intellectual  System  of  the  Universe,"  abd  revived 
*  I>    109.  f  Thi  Ber.  Iblfb  Cndvonh. 
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and  eaToTced  by  Dr.  Warburton,  "  Tliat  the  Socrainait  of 
the  Lord's  Supper,  is  a  Feast  upon  a  Sacrifice" 

His  Lordship  preached  a  sermon  before  the  Univemty,  in 
which  he  openly  dissented  from  the  Bishop  of  Lincohi,  in 
respect  to  his  censures  of  the  damnatory  clauses  in  the  Athii<- 
na«an  creed.  In  addition  to  this,  he  stead&stly  upheld  the 
"  Articles,"  in  opposititm  to  the  Calvinists;  was  always  a 
stroiuous  supporter  of  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian 
Knowledge ;  and  has  aideavoured  by  his  recommendation 
to  assbt  candidates  for  holy  orders,  in  the  choice  of  those 
books  best  adapted  to  their  studies  and  avocations.  * 

His  Lordship  has  been  sud  by  a  respectable  author,  "  to  be 
a  man  of  stiff  and  scholastic  manners,  with  little  of  the  know- 
ledge or  pliability  of  the  world."  It  is  difiScult  perhaps  whoUy 
to  deny  such  a  charge,  in  respect  to  any  one  who  gpaids 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  any  dignified 
office,  either  in  an  English  or  Fordgn  Universi^,  Such  a 
personage  is  likely,  at  the  end  of  forty  or  fifty  years,  to  become 
a  nanneriit;  and  generally  speaking,  the  want  oi  pliability, 
must  rather  be  deemed  an  eulogium,  than  a  censure  in  the 
person  of  a  dignitary  of  the  Established  Church. 
'  Dr.  Cleaver's  character  always  stood  deservedly  hi{^  as  a 
scholar  of  the  very  first  class.  And  it  has  lately  been  en- 
hanced, by  the  publication  of  the  new  Homer,  a  work  un- 
rivalled in  point  of  care  and  correctness.  This  was  printed  at 
Oxford,  by  the  munificence  of  the  Greuville  family ;  and  most 
ably  edited  by  the  subject  of  these  memoirs. 

The  bishop,  after  Uving  to  a  good  old  age,  and  surviving 
most  of  his  contemporaries,  died  in  Bruton-street,  after  a  few 
days  illness,  on  May  15,  1815.     His  renains  were  transferred 

■  Dr.  Q«vir,  on  llili  occuion,  bu  d'lipUjtd  mora  kdowtedgc  of  iht  world,  and  af  ihe 
ige,  in  which  be  lind,  ihan  the  ible  knd  iMOnfite  Dr.  Wubanon,  who  ncanmeoikd 
ihe  pciosil  of  ■  wiiolc  libnij  oT  diTinitj,  ncrcl]'  ti  i  timpia  kiUDdunion  to  ihc  itaitf 
1^  Theolo^.     It  ITU  thui  iodccd,  th»  be  himielf,  had  entered  ibe  leitlbule  of  the 

"  Hoec  limiiii  Viclor  Alcida  iiibui." 
Bat  whii  iiodeni  is  ^le  to  fblloui  in  the  mck  of  (he  Buttop  at  Gtoncticer  ? 
C  3 
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Boon  after  to  Oxford,  and  entombed  with  all  due  respect  in 
the  ch^>el  of  Brazen  Nose  College. 

His  '&imly  originally  consisted  of  five  children ;  of  his  two 
sons,  one  was  educated  at  Chritt-Church,  and  the  other  was  a 
King's  scholar  at  'Westminster. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  worics,  writt^i  by,  edited,  or 
attribntod  to  the  late  Dr.  WUHam  Cleaver,  Bish<^  of  St. 
Asaph. 

1.  De  Rythmo  Gnecornm,  first  published  in  1777,  8to. 
edit.  1789. 

2.  Directions  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  Chester,  on 
the  Choice  of  Books.     Sto.  1789.     Third  edit.  1808. 

5.  A  Sermon,  preached  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Oisrity 
Children  in  St.  Paul's,  4to.  1794. 

4.  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  House  of  Lords,  tm  the 
Anniversary  of  King  Charles's  Martyrdom,  4to. 

6.  A  Sermon  preached  before  ihe  Univeraity  of  Oxford, 
on  the  Athanasian  Creed. 

6.  Pardon  and  Sanctificadon  proved  to  be  the  Privil^;e& 
annexed  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  1791. 

7.  A  Sermon  on  the  Design  and  Formation  of  the  Ar- 
ticles of  the  diurch  of  England. 

8.  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge,  1 794. 

N.  B.  These  sermons,  together  with  those  of  his  folher, 
were  collected  by  Dr.  Cleaver,  and  published  in  one  vol. 
8vo. 

9.  A  Charge,  delivered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of 
Chester,  1797. 

10.  The  Grenville  Homer. 

11.  Animadversions  on  Dr.  Marsh's  Dissertation  on  the 
Origin  of  the  Three  first  Gospels,    jimm. 
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LATE  M.P.rOR  THE  CITY  OP  OOVeiTTRY;  A  HASTBR  IN  CHAHCSHT) 

7UST  COMMISSIOITES  0».  THE  BOAAD  XOR  ZNQCIHIHG  INTO, 
AND  COHFSNSATIHO  THE  LOSSIS  AND  SERVICS)  OF  TUB 
AUXBICAN  LOYALISTS. 

IffM  an  Aiudyds  <f  aU  his  Worh."} 

■IVLr.  Wilmot,  bom  ia  1748-9,  was  the  second  son  of  Sir 
Jolin  Eardley  Wilmot,  for  some  years,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Fleas.  • 

We  learn  from  one  of  the  many  interesting  biographical 
records  of  Mr.  Nichols,  that  his  education  was  of  a  mixed  kind ; 

*  The  Bight  Honounble  Sii  John  E*rdl<7  Wilmot,  tecond  idd  of  Robert  Wilmot, 
of  Otoiiitoii,  in  thi  counif  of  Derby,  £>q,,  bj  UnuU,  one  of  the  dtu^Iiien  and 
co-hcirenn  at  Sir  Samuel  Muaw,  of  Berluwell,  in  the  coant;  of  Warwick,  But., 
«u  bom  at  Derfaj,  on  the  lOih  of  Auguit  1709.  He  wti  nained  Eiidlej  (torn  llie 
cireumatance^of  hi*  gnnd&thei'a  miniag*  with  Eliubeth,  dau^hier,  and  it  laal  lols 
heireu  of  Edinrd  Eaidley,  of  EinJle;  Hall,  in  the  coanty  of  Staffbrd,  Erq.  Mf. 
Wilmot  mi  adacited  u  Lichfield,  WntminMcr,  ind  Cambridge  ;  and  irhile  at  the 
uolirerailf,  eonlractad  >  punoit  for  tiudj  and  mireiDent,  which  never  qtiluol  him 
during  life.  Having  entered  hiouelf  of  one  of  the  inu  ofcoiirl,  he  in  due  time 
bemne  a  Iwrriiter.  In  17  53,  he  rdbMd  en  offer  made  bj  the  I^ml  ChanceDoi  to 
make  him  Gist  a  King'i  couniel,  and  afienran]*  King")  iHJeanti  (ad  in  17S4,  he 
actuall]'  made  hli  farewel  ipeecb  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  Imniediairly  aller  thii,  he 
withdrew  in  Derbyihire  ;  while  there,  he  wu  nominaied  to  eucceed  Sir  Mardn  Wright, 
u  ■  jadge  in  the  conn  of  King'i  Bench  without  hi*  appllnlioa,  ud  even  wilboM 
hi*  luiowledge.  He  wai  chiefly  induced  to  accept  o(  ihia  mtion,  fiom  (Ik  clrcumatancs 
of  having  five  children,  the  eldeat  of  whnm  waa  not  at  thai  time  ten  yean  old.  Oaihil 
oedtion  he  wai  knighted  in  the  utial  manner. 

When  Lord  Hudfficke  reiigDcd  the  GmtSealin  IfiG,  Sir  Eardtej  waa  nomitwtedoDe 
□fthe  commiHioiH*  I  and  in  17<9S,  wai  appoinied  Chief  Joaiice  oFihe  Common  Ptetig 
an  oScs  which  he  at  lint  iniended  to  refuiE.  Immediately  after  lliit,  be  hecame  • 
member  of  ihe  Priiy  Council. 

The  day  befote  Lord  Camden  reiigned,  that  good  and  amiable  nobleman  came  up 
to  Sir  Eaidley  in  the  Hour  of  Loidi,  and  pointing  to  the  Great  Seal,  uid,  '■  there 
it  ia  Sir  £ardley,  you  will  have  il  in  your  pnaicfaion  to  morn^w."  He,  liowever,  actually 
declined  it.  In  1771,  hemlgned  ihc  Common  Pleai,  apdaccefMda  tiifliog  praviaion 
in  the  ihape  of  an  uinniiy,  wich  no  imall  d^ree  tif  nluctance.  Id  17SO,  he  wit 
ittidfed  by  a  jaundice,  from  riiich  he  reeonradi  but  in  1786,  ha  >"■  aeized  with  a 
violent  few,  and  u  leDgtk  died  on  the  sthtrfTebmuy  i71ia,altheageofeiGhty<«ao. 
C  4 
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for  he  received  the  rudiments  of  it  at  Derby,  AVettminMer, 
and  Brunswick;  and  completed  lib  studies  at  Universi^ 
CoUe^  Oxford.  A  fellowship  was  afterwards  obtained  at 
All  Souls.  Being  intended  for  the  church,  his  studies  were 
of  course  pointed  that  way;  and  the  son  of  so  distinguished  a 
lawyer  could  be  at  no  gt-eat  loss,  dther  for  adrice  or  prefer-  - 
msfA.  In  respect  to  the  former,  the  author  of  the  "  Divine 
Lotion,"  Tiduntarily  stepped  in  to  his  assistance ;  and  it  wa« 
for  him,  that  Warburton  p^med  those  directions  for-  a 
young  clergyman,  which  vereafterwards  published  by  Dr.  Hurd 
in  his  posthumous  works.  Whoever  chuses  to  peruse  the 
catalogue  in  the  note  annexed  *,  would  be  almost  inclined  to 

•  S«  tbe  4IO.  Ed.  Sl  Sto.  •ai^lem*nC  to  Dr.  WirbuTton'i  wurlu.  Th«  fallowiog 
is  I  lutirf'pam,  boDg  mrely  .tntmhiclory  i  u  the  Tyro  tru  daubilcB  doumnl  to 
peruK  ■  much  lunger,  tnd  >till  more  icrondiie  ntilogue  for  the  purpuae  of  completiDg 
bit  iludia;  but  Put  II.  hu  not  u  jet  boen  fumid.  It  u  pet  hip  entombed  (br 
•  time  amidst  the' imioenK  mui  of  fapan,  ippetujiiing  lo  tho  lul^ect  of  thit  memoir  r 

I.  Locks  on  (be  Human  Uadeniuiilii^  j 
3.  Qaintilitn'i  Iiuiiiutet ; 

3.  Grotiu)  de  Jure  Belli  &  Picii  j 

4.  Wocltutuu'i  Religiod  of  Nuure ; 

5.  Cumbeilind  on  ih(  Lur  of  Niiuie  ; 

6.  Cud»orth'<  Intelkctuii  Saltern  ; 

7.  Maimoaidea'  DiKlor  DitbUiBiliiaa  i 

a.  Spencer  de  Le^iu  Hebnaoruia  Bitiulibui  ( 

9.  Wtltou'i  Foijglot  Bible  ;  ' 

10.  Ciilici  Suri  I 

II.  Locfce't  ReuoMbloieu  of  Chriitianltj  ; 
13.  Bumet  de  Fide,  &  Officii!  OuiiiitnaraD  t 

13.  Crotim' Comment  on  the  Apotile* ) 

14.  Lads  on  ihs  Ejriiilei  i 

1  i.  Joseph  Mede  on  the  Apociljrpte ; 

16.  ^MMopiilmiimu  aitiiti»nBTteolop«;    .  > 

17.  Limborch'i 'niKilD^a  CbiiiUuia ; 

IB.  Grotini  de  Verliaie  Rel^onli  Chriitiuue  t  Amka  CoUatto  ram  enidito  Juiteo ; 
ig.  ChLllin;;worih'B  Religion  of  Protettuu,  «.  wis  Way  tO  Satntion  ; 
SO.  Hooker'i  Ktclaiuileal  Policy ;  4  fint  botdU) 
91.  Tiflnr'i  Liberiy  of  Praphsying  i 
33.  StUlingBeei'i  Irenicum; 

33.  Locke'i  Lrtteti  on  Tolention  ; 

34.  Boy le'i  Ci)minenuiy  on  the  woidi,  ■'  compel  them  Co  <ome  in ;" 

35.  Moaheim'i  Erclniutinl  Hiitory ; 

36.  Collier-a  Church  Hltto;;; 

37.  FalWi  Church  Hiiiory) 

98.  Sleidaa'i  Commentiiii  ds  Statu  Sclijionii  &  Republine  Ctrolo  Qiunto  Cnme 
C«nuneB(arU> 
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diinfc  that  the  learned  and  laborious  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  had 
determined  to  deter  his  young  irieod  from  the  Herculean  task ; 
yet,  judging  of  others  by  himself^  it  doubtletis  was  his  intention 
to  excite  a  noble  emulation,  by  presenting  labours  to  his  view, 
worthy  of  the  episcopal  Alcides  himself. 

Bat  partly  in  consequence  of  some  occurrraces  in  bis  own 
&ttily ;  and  partly  on  account  of  choice,  Mr.  Wilmot's  views 
in  life  were  altered ;  and  it  was  to  the  seals  radier  than  to  a 
mitre,  that  he  now  directed  his  ambition.  In  1755,  his  father 
had  obtained  a  call,  as  serjeant  at  law,  and  was  also  knitted ; 
on  being  nominated  oneof  the  puisne  judgesof  the  King's  Bench, 
at  a  period  when  Sir  Dudley  Ryder  presided ;  and  in  1 766, 
predseiy  at  the  time  when  William  Murray,  Earl  of  Mansfield 
became  his  successor,  1^  John  was  made  chief  justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  and  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council.  This 
event,  accompanied  by  the  sudden  demise  of  his  elder  brother, 
who  had  gone  to  India  in  search  of  a  fortune,  rendered  the  bar 
a  more  desirable  profession  ;  and  more  especially,  as  he  would 
now  be  able  to  study;  and  to  practise  und^  the  audioes  of  one 
of  the  sages  of  the  law  *.  Accordingly,  he  removed  to  the 
Tonple,  eat  his  conmom  there,  and  after  paying  the  usual  fees, 
which  were  preceded  at  that  period  by  an  actual  examination, 
now  no  longer  customary,  he  was  admitted  at  an  earlier  period 
than  usual  as  a  barrister,  on  account  of  his  previous  d^ree  of 
M.  A.  This  event  took  place  in  1771;  the  midland  circuit  was 
then   chosen  by  him   for  the  scene  of  his  operations;  and 


%9.  BwDCt'i  Hmio7  of  ihe  RiEbfuulioii ; 

30.  Dr.  CUrWi  Sermom ; 

31.  Dr.  BtnoiK'a  Snsiuni ;  ind 
33.  Scnnona  da  Pert  Bourdalaut." 

*  It  ippeui  rriHant,  thiC  Sir  EarcOc]'  nluctiniljr  uicnied  lo  ihii  unngenifDt,  umI 
(till  Kcietlj  prcferr«i  the  rhurch  :  lor  on  the  back  of  Dr.Wiibuhon'i  pUo  foi  the 
Modj  of  dirinitj,  he  made  the  fbttoiting  indonement  itlib  hii  »n  hand  : 

"  TbeH  djmtlou  were  giTtn  me  b;  Di.  Warbiuion,  BUbi^  of  Gloocater,  for 
the  uie  of  mj  ton  wbcD  he  |m>poied  to  go  Into  orderly  but  ld  the  jurl??!)  i^c 
tinSittutiUel;  preferred  the  fauio  the  pulpit,  uid  imtod  of  Ijing  on  t  bed  of  roeea, 
■mbittoiicd  •  dOWD  of  thorns  1 

"   I^CHC    Kt»,    MEUOnl    rLAMHA  I" 
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and  Mr.  W.  accordingly  took  the  usual  round  along  with  the 
Judge  of  Asdze,  while  he  attended  duiiog  term  in  Westmin- 
ster Hall. 

But  he  did  not  long  continue  as  a  practising  lawyer,  for  in 
1781,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  C.  Bicknell,  he  was  qipointed  a 
Master  in  Cbancay,  a  veiy  honourably  busy,  and  important 
station,  which  reqinrea  such  a  nice  knowledge  of  the  pnnctples 
of  equity,  coupled  with  such  a  scientific  skill  in  1^^  arith- 
'  metic,  for  the  purpose  of  disentan^ing  aU  suits  submitted  to  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  and  Ix)rd  Chancellor,  from  the  intricacy 
of  financial  details,  that  no  common  degree  of  patience^  skill,  . 
and  perseverance  ta  required.  That  he  conducted  himself 
with  all  imaginable  proprie^  on  this  occasion  there  can  be  no 
doubt :  for  it  was  the  excellence  of  his  character  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  this  office  that  first  recommended  him  to  the 
marked  notice  of  government,  and  afterwards  designated 
him  for  the  discharge  of  a  very  confidential  and  imptfrtant 
station. 

A  considerable  time  before  his  aj^intment  to  the  master- 
ship by  Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow,  he  had  obtained  a  seat  in 
parliament  for  Tivaton,  in  the  county  of  Devon.  Mr.  Ryder, 
the  ddest  son  of  a  former  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  Epglaod,  bav^ 
ing  been  called  up  to  the  House  of  Peers  by  writ  as  Baron 
Harrowby,  of  Harrowby,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  in  1778; 
a  new  writ  was  ordered  for  that  borough  to  supply  the  vacancy 
on  May  16th,  when  Mr.  Wilmot  was  returned  without 
opposition. 

The  American  contest,  at  this  period,  occupied  the  whole 
attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  nation.  Some,  with  Mr. 
Burke,  denned  hostilities  both  unnecessary  and  impolitic; 
others,  with  Mr.  Fox,  broadly  termed  them  unjust.  It  was, 
however,  supported  for  a  time  by  a  great  majority  in  parliament, 
and  the  nation  itself  did  not  ^pear  to  be  averse  from  it,  until 
a  long  protracted  war,  the  c^itulation  of  two  armies,  and  the 
combined  efforts  of  three  European  powers — France,  Spun, 
and  Holland,  rendered  the  struggle  hopeless. 
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The  subject  oFthis  memoir,  by  a  puncEoal  attraidaoce  to -his 
duty  in  the  Hotue,  vas  enabled  to  judge  of  public  meaaum  in 
their  first  concoction.  He  seldom  indeed  mingled  in  the  de- 
bate, but  when  he  rose  hia  opimons  vera  ahrayi  expressed  with 
an  equal  d^ree  of  candour  and  ebilitjr.  Not  cont»it  with  vot- 
ing against  the  cmitinnance  of  a  dvil  war,  he  employed  his 
pen  to  vindicate  himsdf  and  such  of  his  colleagues  a>  thought 
and  acted  like  himself,  from  the  charge  of  disa^ctioo.  In  a 
ministerial  pamphlet,  entiUed  "  A  ihtn^  History  of  the  Oppo- 
ntioD,"  published  in  1 789,  it  was  bt^y  ctmtended,  that  the 
hostilities  between  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies  origi* 
Dated  not  in  America  but  En^end ;  that  the  dispute  was  not 
only  fomented  afterwards  but  actually  {»oduced  at  first  by  an 
ambitious,  disa^cted,  and  dangerous  mintmty,  in  both  Houses 
of  Parliam^it,  who,  to  serve  their  own  interested  purposes, 
and  gratify  the  malevoloice  of  their  hearts,  had  taken  part 
with  rebels,  fdmhig  fnmi  the  first  at  indqwndotce,  and  at  the 
same  time  promoted  a  foreign  wSf  which  menaced  the  very 
existence  of  their  country. 

Mr^  Wilmot,  in  a  very  sensible  reply,  calmly,  but  forcibly 
urged,  "  that  the  minority  bad  been  actuated  by  the  best  and 
purest  motives.  By  a  simple  reference  to  dties,  it  would  be 
seen  that  the  violent  outrages  with  which  the  Americans  were 
charged  took  place  long  before  any  regular  or  systematic  oppo- 
sition had  formed  in  parliament."  He  stoutly  contended  at 
the  same  time,  "for  the  liberty  of  (^noions,  and  zealously  de- 
precated a  slavish  submission  to  the  opinions  and  measures  of 
the  minister  of  the  day,  more  especially  when  the  former  are 
liable  to  animadversion  as  unconstitutional,  and  the  latter  evi- 
daitly  pregnant  with  mischief  being  ill-contrived  and  impro- 
periy  planned." 

It  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  a  mind  so  ctMWtituted  both 
by  prindples  and  habit,  did  not  delight  in  civil  commotions, 
which  are  always  more  sanguinary  and  vic^ent  than  any  other. 
Actuated  by  the  purest  integri^,  and  &r  above  even  the  suspi- 
dM)  of  disaffection,  both  by  his  speeches  and  his  voles,  he 
contributed  a»  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  single  individual 
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to  heal  t}K  breach  between  the  mother  country  and  her  coloniei; 
and  when  this  was  rendered  impossible  by  a  recurrence  to  inde- 
pendence,  he  advised  to  sheath  the  sword  of  war  and  condhate 
the  jarring  interests  of  the  separate  states  by  means  of  such 
commercial  relations  as  were  likely  to  prove  beneficial  to  both. 

Meanwhile  a  numerous  class  of  men,  many  of  whom  were 
accompanied  by  their  wives,  {amilies,  relatives.  Sec.  took 
r^iige  either  in  Great  Britain  or  Nova  Scoija,  from  the  disas- 
ters with  which  they  were  surrounded  in  consequence  of  the 
unhappy  progress  and  unfortunate  issue  of  the  contest.  Pro- 
scribed by  their  fellow-citizens,  under  the  name  of  "Tories,"  thty 
^ther  themselves  assumed,  or  in  a  short  time  became  known 
to  the  public  by  the  appellation  of  "  American  Loyalists." 
Some  of  these,  such  as  Governors  Tryon,  of  New  York,  fVank- 
Un  of  New  Hampshire  uidSirJas.  Wright  of  Georgia,  had  exer- 
cised the  highest  offices  in  their  respective  states ;  while  others, 
tike  the  Penns  and  the  Hartfords,  experienced  immense  losses 
as  proprietors  of  whole  provinces ;  some  had  fought  in  the  ranks 
of  the  English  army  from  the  commencement  of  bostihties;  a 
few,  like  Mr.  Galloway  and  Mr.  Alexander,  after  sitting  in  the 
first  Congress,  had  withdrawn,  and  joined  the  British  ccsn- 
missioners  on  the  declaration  of  indepoidence.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  clergy  had  raidered  themselves  obnoxious  by  thm 
exertions  in  behalf  of  His  Majesty's  arms;  while  a  multitude 
disabled  by  age  and  infirmity,  had  lost  their  all,  during  a  con- 
teat  in  which  they  had  advocated  the  cause  of  Great  Britain, 
«vitb  constant  but  unavailing  attachment. 

At  length  the  continued  disasters  on  the  trans-atlantic  conti- 
nent rendered  the  idea  of  subduing  the  insurgents  ridiculous, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1 782  produced  bc^  a  change  of  ministers 
and  of  measures.  While  a  treaty  of  peace  was  canying  on,  it 
became  necessary  to  attend  to  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Am^ 
rican  loyalists,  who,  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  received  a  sum 
of  402,080/.  for  the  subsistence  of  S15  individuals  in  England, 
while  occasional  largesses,  amounting  to  more  than  one-third 
additional]  had  been  issued  from  the  treasury  to  supply  t^e 
increasing  wants  of  others. 
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The  momrat  that  tfae  Earl  of  Shelbume*  became  Prime 
Mloiater,  in  consequeace  of  the  demise  of  the  Marqaii  o!  Rock- 
ingham, that  able  statesman  locked  around  him  for  an  npri^t 
and  intelligent  person  to  superintend  this  department,  which 
became  more  important  daily,  &om  the  increasing  numbers  and 
clamour  of  the  various  claimants.  At  length  he  fixed  his  eye 
on  the  member  for  Tiverton,  and  sent  Mr;  (now  the  Higbt 
H<»i.)  George  Roae,  then  eecretary  to  the  treasury,  with  a 
letter,  dated  Sept  4,  17S2,  invoking  his  aid  and  assistance. 
"  I  shall  be  very  happy,"  he  observes,  '*  if  your  time  and 
health  admit  of  your  giving  the  King  and  the  public  your  assist- 
ance in  a  business  which  requires  your  character  still  more 
than  your  app1icati<m.  The  sum  given  to  the  Amcaican 
loyalists  is  become  enormous ;  some  limit  is  necessary,  and  a 
judgmait  ought  to  be  formed  by  some  impartial  person  or  per- 
sons of  their  claims.  It  would  give  the  Board  of  Treasury 
great  satis&ction  if  you  would  undertake  it.  You  may  take 
what  associates  you  please,  and  command  every  assistance." 

To  so  flattering  a  proposition  Mr.  Wilmot  immediately  acced- 
ed, and  at  his  recommendation  Mr.  D.  P.  Coke,  M.  P.  for  Der- 
by, was  joined  in  the  commission;  he  had  been  bred  like  hims^ 
.  to  the  bar,  and  with  his  colleague  was  hostile  to  the  war  with 
America.  They  were  directed  "  to  inquire  into  the  cases  of 
dl  the  American  sufl^rers,  both  of  those  who  already  derive 
assistance  Irom  the  public,  and  those  who  were  claiming  it,  and 
to  rE|K>rt  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury." 

As  these  gentlemen  supposed  on  one  hand,  that  the  en- 
quiry would  only  continue  during  a  few  months;  and  were 
determined  on  the  other,  not  to  render  themselves  liable  to  the 
imputation  of  a  "  ministerial  job,"  they  nobly  undertook  this 
arduous,  difficult,  and  invidious  task,  on  the  express  condition 
of  not  receiving  any  pecuniary  compensation  whatsoever  ! 
Having  immediately  commenced  their  labours,  they  examined 
the  various  claimants,  and  reported  on  their  respective  cases ; 

li  cieited  Muquii  oF  Lmsdowne,  and  obuimd  ll^a 
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9umeading  tlie  incomes  <Nr some;  diminishing  the  sums  issned 
to  others ;  and  in  ten  instances  only,  ciicreauog  the  annual 
Allowance  of  the  parties.  The  inquiry  produced  in  the  first 
iilirtsnf^,  a  saving  to  the  public,  of  8,295L  per  annum.  But 
by  this  time,  42S  new  claimants  had  made  their  appearance,  and 
these  produced  an  additiw  of  17,4451.  per  annom.  So  that 
the  whole  annnal  ei^oiditare,  after  the  reducticHU  already 
alluded  to,  amounted  to  43,245^ 

In  178S,  when  the  peace  with  France  and  America,  came 
under  discusiion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Wilmot 
.ddended  the  provisiimal  Articles,  reUtive  to  the  Am^can 
Liwalists,  and  *'  congratulated  himself  on  seeing  a  disposition 
on  ereryside  of  the  Hous^  (tuOttithstaTtding/ormer  prejudices), 
to  protect  and  support  those  who  have  su&red  from  th^ 
loyalty  to  His  Majesty,  and  their  attadimeot  to  the  Kitish 
Ooremment:  a  measure  bo  striHigly  reconunended  to  his 
parliament  by  His  Majesty,  at  the  c^)ening  of  this  bcsejoq." 

"  I  am  very  sensible,"  adds  he,  "  of  the  meriu  of  didse 
unfortunate  persons;  and  I  do  declare  that  ibey  are,  with 
E<Hne  exceptiona,  men  of  the  greatest  merit,  and  aitided  to 
every  consideration  from  this  country ;  there  are  no  leigths, 
coneistait  with  justice  to  the  nation  at  larger  that  I  would  not 
CO  to  serve  than.  I  would  share  with  them  tn^  last  shiUing, 
and  my  latt  loaf,  as  was  smd  by  an  honouraUe  gentleman, 
the  last  day  this  question  was  debated ;  and  if  the  legidature 
of  this  country  was  not  diq>osed  to  do  them  the  justice  they 
deserve,  I  would  be  the  first  to  open  a  subscription  in  their 
fevour,  and  commence  it  by  giving  a  moiety  trf  all  I  am  worth 
ia  the  world.  But  here  I  b^  to  make  a  distinction :  I  do  not, 
nor  ever  did  concur  in  ther  opmions,  as  to  the  practicability  rf 
subduing  Am«nca  by  forc^  which  they  have  always  radntained ; 
while  they  at  the  same  time  reprobate  the  granting  independ- 
ence, which  they  deem  disgracefiil  on  the  part  of  the  mothei^ 
country." 

He  then  stated  that  those  who  had  taken  refuge  in  England, 
formed  but  one  portion  of  the  American  loyalists;  many  of 
whom  still  remained  on  the  coqtf  nent,  under  the  protection  of 
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His  Majesty's  troops,  while  by  far  tlie  most  numerous  put 
were  at  tliis  moment  inhalHtants-«f  the  United  States.  To- 
wards the  concluston,  he  suppbrted  his  friend  Lord  Shel- 
bume's  treaty,  and  blamed  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Fox,  who 
inclined  towards  uncooditionel  independence. 

"Diat  gentleman,  t(^;ether  with  Lord  North,  having  now  as- 
sumed the  reins  of  government.  Lord  John  CaTendish,  the  new 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  brought  in  a  bill "  for  appointing 
Commissicmers  to  enquire  into  the  drcumstances  and  former 
fortunes  of  sndi  p^-sons,  as  are  raducsd  to  distress  by  the  late 
unhappy  dissensions  on  the  continent  of  America,"  in  June 
1783.  Although  Mr.  V^lmot,  together  with  It£r.  Coke^  were 
the  two  first  named  *,  yet  they  objected  to  the  title  and  sub- 
stance of  the  intended  act,  and  accordingly  both  were  altered 
in  the  CcHnmittee. 

£bving  now  hired  a  house  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  the 
Ccnnmisdoners  enjoined  all  the  parties  in  question,  to  ddiver 
in  their  respective  churns,  according  to  the  act  of  parliament, 
which  limited  the  time  of  receiving  them,  to  the  35th  of  May 
ITSl,  To  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  merits  and  losses  of 
the  suflerers,  they  examined  several  of  the  most  intelligent  of 
die  agents  of  the  American  Loyalists  f ,  viva  voce,  while  others 


-  Tb«  otben  nn  Colonel  Roben  KIngMon,  Colontl  Thomu  Dandu,  .od  John 

Minh,E>(|.     Tl»  Srcrrttry  ou 

John  Forita  of  LiDcob'i  Inn,  £u|.  ind  Chirles 

ani  Secreury. 

t 

■Llii  of  Agent.: 

Sir  Jima  Wright,  Bart. 

-  Geoigi»,F;mPre.Weot. 

SirWiUiim  Peppeidl,  Btrt. 

J.Wenlworth,E«). 

G«.rs.Roa«,E«,.         - 

Rhode  Ithnd. 

D»«dOsda.,E«,. 

New  Jene;. 

Joseph  G«llc.«j,  E«l. 

PeiinsjlTinn. 

Roben  Al«>Dd<r,Eiq. 

Miryluid. 

J.R.Gijn.H,E«,. 

Virgini.. 

EiuUiC  M'Calloch,  E«i. 

Nooh  Csrolins. 

JioiM  Simpson,  E«i. 

Soulh  Carolinn. 

W.  Knox,  .nd                     ) 

Georgia,  iFler  the  death  ofSirJtmei 

Jmme.  G«h«.,  E.qr..       J 

Wrigbl. 

or  the  »boTe,  •c»reelj  one  turn 

.e.atthiad.y,  {Julj  36,  iei6,) 

Mr.  Sia)p*nn/irlw  im3  icied  fai 

r  aome  time  aa  Atiotney-General  in  SouQi  Carolina 

dledaihmiime^cej  mdmoit 

of  the  ntc  paid  tlw  debt  of  nature  man;  yeara  ago.  ' 
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gave  their  opinitHu  ia  writing.  The  number  of  claims  at  this 
period  was  found  to  amount  to  2063,  viz.  for  property  real 
and  personal,  7,046,378/.  and  for  debts  to  the  amount.  (^ 
2,354,135/. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  they  presaited  another  report  to 
the  Treasury  of  I2S,  and  in  May  and  July  1785,  two  more 
of  122  cases;  but  notwithstanding  the  board  sat  during  the 
eyenin^  the  Commission  expired  without  a  completion  of  the 
grand  object  Mr.  Coke  having  resigned,  a  new  bill  was  in- 
troduced, and  Mr.  Ponberton,  togetha"  with  Colonel  Thomas 
Dundas,  were  sent  to  Nova  Scotia,  &c  to  enquire  into  the 
claims  of  those  who  conld  not  come  over  to  Great  Britain ; 
white  Mr.  Anstey,  a  barrister,  repaired  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pitt,  who  was  now  minister,  proposed  soon  after,  to 
distribute  the  sum  of  150,000/.  on  account,  to  such  of  the 
American  Loyalists  as  had  their  claims  examined  and  liquid- 
ated. The  grand  qaestion  of  final  crnnpensation,  at  length 
occupied  the  altenrion  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1 786,  no 
fewer  than  3,200  claims  in  all,  having  been  ultimately  decided 
upon  by  the  Board.  Of  these,  1:J74  claims  were  liquidated 
by  the  Commissioners  in  England,  at  the  sum  of  1,887,558/. 
The  loss  of  income  and  different  professions,  was  at  the  same 
time,  stated  at  75,504/.  per  annum. 

The  whole  having  been  divided  into  difierent  classes,  most 
of  the  sufferers  received  considerable  snms  by  way  of  compen- 
sation, those  estimated  to  have  lost  under  10,000/.  were 
generally  paid  in  lull;  while  deductions  of  10  and  15  per 
cent,  were  made  from  all  duming  above  that  amount  In 
respect  to  professional  income  Mr.  Pitt  proposed  to  award 
one  moiety,  or  50  per  cent  up  to  400/.  per  annum ;  40  per 
cent,  above  it,  up  to  1,500/.  per  annum ;  and  30  per  cent  ad- 
ditional, for  every  100/.  per  annum,  exceeding  400/.  per 
annum.  He  at  the  same  time  proposed,  that  the  amount  of 
these  various  sums,  should  be  issaed  in  debentures,  bearing  an 
interest  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent  Messrs.  Wilmot  and 
Coke,  both  wished  that  the  three  first  classes,  viz.  J .  Loyalists 
who  had  rendered  services  to  Great  Britain;  2.  Those  who 
9 
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bad  borne  aims  in  her  cause;  or  3dly,  been  zealous  and 
uniform  in  her  behatf,  should  be  paid  in  full  without  any 
dedaction ;  but  bodi  ministry  and  opposition  agreed  in  the 
present  plan,  and  the  sufierers  themselves  appear  to  have  been 
80  well  satisfied  with  the  compeDsations  awarded,  that  Sir  Wil- 
liam Petq)erell  presented  an  address  ofthanks  to  his  Majesty,  in 
thdr  name,  July  2,  178S.  Tlie  same  baronet  was  also  autho- 
rised to  return  their  sincere  acknowledgments  to  the  Gulgect 
of  these  memoirs,  "  for  hia  earnest  attention  to  their  interests, 
and  the  generous  support  afforded  them  in  the  course  of  their 
apphcation  to  parUament," 

But  Mr.  Wilraot's  laboors  were  not  now  concluded;  for 
the  comnuBsion  was  still  continued  by  successive  acts  of  par- 
liament; while  new  claimants,  and  fresh  objects  of  enquiry 
sdidted  daUy  attention.  At  length,  after  seven  years  ex- 
erticHis,  and  twelve  voluminous  reports,  the  Commissioners 
t^^ieared  to  have  concluded  their  labours  in  1790;  but  who- 
ev^  is  acquainted  with  the  construction  of  public  boards,  and 
the  complex  nature  of  long  and  intricate  business,  will  not  be 
surprised  to  leam  that  several  years  more  were  occupied  in 
windifig  up  this  voluminous  concern. 

It  appears  iriun  a  statement  laid  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  Slst  of  March  1790,  by  the  Conuniseiimen, 
that  the  following  was  the  general  result : 

Number  of  claims  preferred  in  England  and  Nova 

Scotia  -  -       ,       -  -  -  3,225 

Of  which  were  ^umined  -  -  2291 

Disallowed  -  -         -         SIS'} 

Withdrawn  -  -         .  38  >  93J 

Not  prosecuted  .         _        -         553  J 

3,225 

Hie  amount  of  the  cldms  preferred  was      26 10,358,413  — 

examined         -         8,216,126  — 

The  liquidation  thereoJ^  amounted  to     -        3,033,091  — 
Of  which  had  been  provided  -  2,096,326  18 

Rsmaining  for  consideration  of  Parliament         936,764     4 

D      ■ 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  losses  ascertained,  and  com- 
pensations granted  by  the  Commissioners  and  Parliamait,  to 
certain  eminent  individuals : 

1.  Sir  James  Wright,  Bart,  formerly  Attorney-General  of 
South  Carolina,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Georgia  in  1760,  and 

_  Governor  of  that  province  in  1761,  was  reported  by  the  Board 
to  have  lost  real  and  personal  p;-operty  to  the  value  of 
S3,702t  together  with  his  tMce  of  Governor,  value  per  ann. 
1,000/.  * 

2.  Sir  William  Pepperell,  Bart,  had  one  of  the  largest  estates 
in  the  province  of  New  England,  Massachussets,  where  his 
loyalty  and  exertions  of  course  rendered  him  particularly  ob- 
noxious. His  property  was  seized  in  1774,  and  he  came  to 
England  in  1775,  having  lost  his  lady  during  the  voyage. 

S.  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq.  had  been  a  member  of  the  first 
Congress  in  1 77*,  as  were  aJao  Robert  Alexander  and  Isaac 
Lowe,  Esq.  &c.  but  in  consequence  of  the  testimony  of  General 
Gage,  Lord  Comwallis,  and  Greneral  Sir  Wm.  Howe,  he  was . 
declared  "  an  active,  though  not  an  early  loyalist." 

N.  B.  The  amount  of  the  sums  awarded  either  to  these  gen- 
tlemen or  their  heirs,  has  never  been  rendered  public,  but  it 
may  be  fairly  stated  at  about  one-third  of  the  grosa  sum,  de- 
cided to  have  been  the  value  of  each  claimant's  property. 

4.  Mr.  Harford,  one  of  the  Bridsh  proprietors,  preferred 
clums  to  an  immense  amount.  These  were  liquidated  by  the 
Commissioners  at  210,000/.  which  Mr.  Pitt  wished  to  reduce 
to  50,000/.,  besides  the  pa3Tnent  of  two  debts  to  the  amount  of 
20,000/.  After  a  debate  in  Parliament  he  obtained  70,000/. 
for  himself  and  1 0,000/.  each  for  bis  two  sisters.  He  belonged 
to  the  8th  class,  consisting  of  "  loyal  British  proprietors." 

■  Ttie  Anet'Wii,  under  Geiirrmi  Lintotn,  tnd  i he  French,  uniler  Count  D'Eatiing, 
hiving  Binckcrt  SaviMiTBh  in  Geurfiia,  b^  loiiidland  in  ilie  wiiuran  of  17?9.  •  eoon- 
cil  of  Wat  WBJ  csllcd,  and  being  diiided  in  opinion.  Sir  Jnmei  Wright,  ilihouj^  ■  ciiilifcn, 
decided  for  8,  ilgoroui  deTence  ;  vhich  vote  produced  one  of  ihe  most  brillitnt  event!  of 
tlie  slioteKU',  uit  (elminsceJ  in  ihe  loial  diicomRture  of  iha  allied  uni]'. 
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5.  Colonel  Phillips,  of  New  York.  The  claima  of  this  gen- 
tleman were  liquidated  by  the  CcmmiBsioners  at  62,0'75l.  ab 
being  in  the  first  class :  he  received  above  50,000/. 

6.  Robert  Lord  Fairfax,  proprietor  of  Virginia,  did  not 
present  hit  claims  until  1788:  ihey  were  Uquidated  by  the 
Commissioners  at  60,000/. 

X.  B.  His  lordship  received  13,006/.  8$. 

7.  Governor  Franklin's  case  was  made  the  subject  of  a  special 
report.  His  claim  to  a  personal  estate  of  1,800/.  was  paid  in 
fill],  and  before  the  enquiry  was  finbhed  he  was  allowed  500/. 
per  ann.  in  addition  to  300/.  per  ann.  before  received, 

8.  Lady  Juliana  and  the  Messrs.  Penns  *,  for  their  losses  in 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  claim  of  944,8 1 7/. 

This  was  estimated  and  Uquidated  by  the  Commissioners  at 
500,000/. 

N.  B.  3,000/.  per  ann.  was  finally  paid  to  John  Penn,  Esq. 
of  Stoke  Regis,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  1,000/.  per.  ann. 
to  John  Penn,  Esq.  of  Wimpole-street,  the  son  of  the  younger 
branch. 

9.  Trustees  under  the  will  of  Lord  Granville,  North  Caro- 
lina, 60,000/. 

N.  B.  They  received  10,000/.  and  60/.  per  cent,  of  the  re- 
mainder. 

10.  The  children  of  Colonel  R.  Morris,  of  New  York,  are 
supposed  to  have  recovered  their  reversionary  interests  in 
America;  but  Messrs.  Martin,  of  Virginia,  being  unable  to 
succeed  in  this  attempt,  afterwards  received  compensation  from 
the  British  Parliament. 

Mr.  Wilmot  thus  concluded  tliis  Herculean  labour  to  the 
eomplete  and  entire  satbfaction  of  all  parties,  and  with  the 

*  An  uMirionai  iiroiniion  mi  marfe  bj  an  csfiecul  tiauie  in  an  act  of  the  ttite  of 
FenruyiTBiiia  patMd  Nov.  37,  1779,  m-  "  The  cominan wealth  being  dniroua  lo 
manirest  iti  lihentii)' n-il  rKni^nibnnce  of  the  pnletpri<irig  spiriior  the  fuunderafPenn- 
(jlvaoia,  gii'I  u(  ihe  npcciaiiona  uiii  dependence  of  liii  i1e»-en^anti  on  (he  prupenj 
ihtreof,  hereby  enani  thai  ihe  turn  of  130,000^.  ihall  be  paid  lo  the  deviates  and  lega- 
aa  of  Thonias  Peon  and  Richard  Penn,  late  ptDprieCariet,  and  lo  the  nidow  and  relict 
uf  Thomai  Penn,  in  just  and  eijuiiible  (irupoitioni  b;  iniulmeiili;  the  Gift  payipcnc  to 
be  nude  «  the  eipintion  of  one  ;« ai  a£er  the  tetmioatloa  of  the  wit," 
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ctmdniied  approbation  of  several  successive  ministen,  hostile  to 
each  other,  and  uniting  only  in  praise  of  his  good  conduct  and 
intentions.  Nor  did  he  relax  in  his  other  duties,  for  lre>find 
him,  on  all  occasions,  so  long  as  health  and  strength  allowed, 
eager  in  exhibiting  a  constant,  but  unostentatious  display  of  his 
talents. 

After  sitting  in  l^e  House  of  Commons  for  Tiverton  during 
a  part  of  ooe,  and  for  the  whole  of  another  parliament,  Mr. 
AVllmot,  in  conjunction  with  his  brother-in-law,  Sir  Sampan 
Gideon,  Bart,  (now  Lord  Eardley),  offered  himself  a  candi- 
date for  Coventry  in  1 784.  On  this  occasion  they  were  opposed 
by  Lord  Sheffield  and  the  Hon.  William  S.  Conway,  a  younger 
brother  of  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  both  of  whom  had  already 
represented  that  city.  The  contest  was  long,  inveterate,  and 
extensive;  but  it  at  length  terminated  in  the  election  of  the 
two  former,  who  were  decidedly  in  &vour  of  Mr.  Pitt's  admi- 
nistration, and  almost  uniformly  supported  him  in  Parliament. 
Nor  was  the  minister  displeased  with  tiieir  zeal,  for  in 
due  tjme  (1789),  Sir  Sampson  was  created  Baron  Eard- 
ley, of  Spalding,  in  tiie  kingdom  of  Ireland.  At  the  general 
Section  in  1790  they  again  offered  their  services,  and  were 
once  more  returned ;  but  Mr.  Wilmot  appears  to  have  con- 
cluded his  parliamentary  career  on  the  dissolution  which  took 
place  May  20,  1796.  "- 

Ordinary  men  would  have  now  r^red  from  their  public 
labours,  but  Mr,  Wilmot  ranidned  firm  to  Ha  duties, .  imd 
eonstant  at  his  post,  while  ^ther  humanity  or  his  country  had 
aught  to  demand  of  him. 

As  in  the  course  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  American 
loyalists  he  seems  to  have  imbibed  somewhat  of  an  attachmoit 
to  than,  aa  a  body  f,  so,  in  his  frequent  intercourse  both  in  and 

*  Hii  btothcr-ui-bv,  Lorcl  EnHrj,  afterwudi  at  for  ilis  bomogh  of  W»llingfi)T<),  io 
ScHuhin,  in  ihePuliiownti  which  met  in  1797  and  ISOl. 

t  Toihelitls^agcof  (he  "  Hinorinl  View"  he  pnGxadlha  following  <]uDli(ioiirrom 
MiltoD  ia  alliuioa  to  their  GdelJlj : 

"  Their  lojiltj  tbcf  kept,  their  lore,  thar  zeal. 

Nor  Damben,  nor  exunpla  with  them  wrought 
To  IWEiTe  fiom  truth,  or  ch*pg*  ihcir  coHtut  mind." 
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oat  of  parliament  with  Mr.  Ktt,  he  iq>pears  to  hftTft  concdved 
a  high  notton  of  the  eloquence,  abilities,  and  judgment  of  that 
celebrated  statesman.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  therefore  to 
state  his  opinions  relative  to  the  French  revolution,  and  the 
]on^  sanguinary,  and  expeneire  contest  that  soon  after  took 
pUce  on  the  part  of  this  country.  Antecedently  to  the  war, 
and  while  it  was  as  yet  hardly  anticipated,  a  large  body  of  oni- 
grants  sought  an  asylum  in  Great  Britain.  They  conaisted  at 
first  chiefly  of  mcanbers  of  the  dbsolved  parliaments  and 
judicial  tribunals,  nobles,  and  prelates,  together  with  an  im- 
rnmse  number  of  priests.  Most  of  them  had  escaped  with  great 
difficulty,  and  many  of  them  were  reduced  to  the  deepest  misery 
and  distress.  The  protestants,  who  had  ibrmerly  sought  pro- 
tection here  in  consequence  of  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Kantz,  found  a  generous  welcome,  and  the  catholics,  who  now 
fled  from  the  vengeance  of  their  enemies  in  their  turn,  also 
implored  the  bounty  of  the  nation.  Mr.  AVihoot,  on  this 
occasion,  displayed  his  wonted  benignity;  for  although  it 
was  then  sunuuer,  and  but  few  men  of  fortune  remained  in 
town,  be,  of  his  own  accord  in  1790,  published  an  advertise- 
ment sohciting  a  meeting  at  the  Free  Masons'  Tavern,  for 
Uie  purpose  of  relieving  the  distresses  of  tlie  French  rejiigees. 
On  this  occasion  he  himself  presided  by  general  assent,  and  be- 
ing supported  by  many  prelate  and  dignitaries  of  the  English 
church,  together  with  several  noblemen  and  persons  of  pn^Kiv 
t^,  a  very  considerable  subscription  took  place.  ITiis  was  largely 
angmoited  by  the  sums  collected  throughout  all  the  parishea 
in  the  kingdom ;  and  in  aid  of  the  ^d  thus  obtained  tlie  mu- 
nificence of  the  nation  was  soon  after  interposed,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  vote  of  Parliament  The  details  and  distribution 
were  entirely  confided  to  Mr.  Wilmot ;  for  the  ministers,  who 
at  first  had  entrusted  the  pubUc  bounty  to  the  care  of  the 
Kshop  de  St  Pol  de  Leon,  now  placed  their  whole  confidence 
in  him.  He  accordingly  arranged  the  whole  in  distinct 
dasses,  and  assigned  to  each  its  respective  sum,  beginning  with 
the  cure,-  at  one  shilling  a^^iay,  while  to  several  of  the  nobility 
were  allowed  51.  per  month :  allowance^  smaU  and  trifling  in* 
D  S 
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deed,  but  still  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  they  were  eleemosy- 
nary, and  meant  for  the  express  purpose  of  subsistence  alone. 

At  length,  in  1 804,  Mr.  Wilmot  began  to  feel  old  age,  with 
^1  its  concomitant  infirmities,  creeping  fast  upon  him.  Hav- 
ing purchased  Bruce  Castle,  near  Tottenham,  in  Middlesex, 
formerly  appertaining  to  the  Coleraine  family,  but  which  had 
come  by  marriage  into  the  possession  of  the  late  Alderman 
Townshend,  from  that  gentleman's  son  *,  he  determined  to  re- 
tire to  that  place.  Accordingly,  having  resigned  the  office  of 
Master  in  Chancery,  he  consigned  the  remainder  of  his  life 
chiefly  to  literature,  and  while  there,  wrote  and  published,  first, 
a  Life  of  his  Father,  and  then  another  of  Hugh  Bishop  of  Nor- 
wich ;  the  former  a  great  and  respectable  judge,  the  latter 
memorable  for  the  noble  stand  made  by  him,  while  President 
of  Magdalen  college,  against  James  II.  who  attempted  arbi- 
trarily to  impose  fellows  and  officers  by  royal  mandate  on  that 
Icarnetl  bofly. 

The  first  of  these  works  chiefly  consists  of  letters  to  and  from 
Sir  Eardley  Wilmot,  together  with  a  variety  of  particulars,  all 
calculated  to  enhance  the  character  of  this  acconiplished,  cele- 
brated, and  disinterested  lawyer.  He  seems  to  have  been  bom, 
educated,  and  to  have  lived  in  times,  and  after  a  manner,  very 
different  from  our  own.  Attached  to  a  country  life,  and  un- 
moved by  the  allurements  of  wealth,  averse  to  the  whisperings 
of  ambition,  after  practising  in  every  court  in  Westminster 
Hall,  we  are  told  by  his  afiectionate  bit^apher  that  he  with- 
drew to  a  distant  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  seemed  to  court  the 
obscurity  incident  to  a  provincial  lawyer.  Forced  at  length 
by  the  entreaties  of  his  &iends  to  accept  the  office  of  a  puisne 
judge,  he  reluctantly  repaired  to  town,  and  after  he  had  been 
sworn  into  office,  performed  all  the  duties  of  that  important 
station  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  zeal,  assiduity,  and 
talents. 


aA  bcfti  Ml  b;  till  to  ihii  ijeoilemii'i  mother,  who  wu  incoirp«linit  in  peint 
Kceiie  il ;  in  constqiierM  of  which  it  eicheiMH  lotht  crown.  But  iiwwbe- 
n  Mi.T.  ibiough  the  influence  iif  the  late  Lord  Holland ,  ihe  mm  aTlOfiOOl. 
tl.e  Hme  time  [ciid  by  him  to  the  Culcnine  funilj.— £d. 
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Wh«n  nominated  to  preside  on  the  bench  of  another  court, 
he  actually  penned  a  letter  declining  this  honour,  and  had  it 
not  beai  that  a  dignitary  of  the  law  carried  him  another  written 
by  himself  which  be  insisted  on  his  signing  immediately,  he 
never  would  have  been  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas ! 

In  regard  to  the  high  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  coupled  as 
it  is  with  the  peerage,  notwithstanding  his  great  experience  in 
equity,  he  determined  to  follow  his  omi  opinion,  and  remiuned 
firm  and  inexorable  to  all  solicitations.  It  was  not  without 
great  difficulty  he  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  render  his  retreat 
more  comfortable,  by  means  of  an  adequate  pension.  It  abso- 
lutely required  the  king's  command  on  this  occasion  to  procure 
his  acceptance  of  one,  and,  by  way  of  indemnification  to  the 
oonununi^,  he  continued,  until  disabled  by  disease,  to  eit  regu- 
larly on  all  appeals  as  a  member  of  the  Privy  Coundl. 

We  learn  from  this  volume  that  Lord  Mansfield  was  a  poet ; 
and  it  is  to  Mr.  Wilmot  that  Mr.  Halliday,  in  his  life  of  that 
great  lawyer,  ^)pears  to  have  been  indebted  for  an  epitaph  on 
(Hie  of  the  judges,  by  the  muse  of  him  who  was  denominated  by 
Voge  "  the  silver-tongued  Murray." 

To  the  Life  of  John  Hough,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  born  in 
1650,  and  who  died  in  174S,  the  author  seems  to  have  been  in- 
cited partly  by  &mily  conuderationi,  and  partly  by  his  admir-. 
atbn  of  the  piety,  talents,  and  intrepidity  of  a  prelate,  who  does 
to  much  hontnir  to  the  Church  of  England.  The  doctor  had 
written  an  epitaph  on  his  grand-mother  ",  a  worthy  woman,  to 
whom  Mr.  Wilmot  a[^>ears  to  have  been  most  sincerely  at- 
tached, and'  also  to  have  been  acquainted  with  his  father  in 
early  !if^  whose  memory  was  always  contemplated  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  not  only  with  true  filial  affection,  but  with 
a  reverence  bordering  on  adoration ! 

In  1815  appeared  his  "Historical  Review"  of  the  ctnnnuesion, 
fw  ooqiuring  into  the  losses,  services,  and  cltunas  c£  the  Ame- 


•  M»ry-M»nw,  >rirB  of  Lord  Eardk;,  ind  dmighlti  of  Sir  Evdl';  Wilaioi,  •■• 

UDed  after  her.     Kie  mi  Interred,  if  we  muitke  not  in  St.  Jamea's  charch.      htAj 

udln.  whn  A^fA  Marrh  1.  Mat.  u^^i^nnv^w^A  te,  tlifi  faniilv  wii1[  at  ScrktWvlij  1d  tbfi 
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rican  loyalists,  which  is  dedicated  to  the  King.  It  wu  com- 
menced at  a  period  when  an  expectation  existed  that  the  war 
with  the  United  States  was  about  to  terminate,  and  this 
happy  event  occurred  soon  after  its  pubUcation.  The  consiH> 
cuous  part  acted  by  the'  author  on  this  occasion,  enabled  him 
to  commiuiicate  a  variety  of  curioua,  interesting,  and  authentic 
particulars  known  to  no  o^er  individual  in  the  kingdom. 

It  is  accompanied  with  an  engraved  sketch  of  an  allegorical 
picture,  painted  by  the  President  t^  the  Royal  Academy,  ex- 
pressive of  the  reception  of  the  American  loyalists  by  Great 
Britain,  after  the  peace  of  1  iss.  Religion  and  Justice  typified 
hy  two  females,  one  bearing  a  cross,  the  other  a  baUnce,  hold 
the  protecting  mantle  of  Britannia,  while  she  appears  in  the  act 
of  extending  her  arm  and  shield  to  receive  the  loyalists,  who 
surround  her  crown.  At  the  head  of  this  group  are  seen  St 
■William  Pepperell,  Bart,  and  Governor  Franklin,  of  New 
Jersey,  the  son  of  the  celebrated  philosopher  of  America.  Mr. 
West  and  his  lady,  both  natives  of  Philadelphia,  are  placed 
on  the  right,  and  the  emblems  of  his  profession  are  not  forgot- 
t^i ;  to  the  lefl  is  an  Indian  chief^  claiming  succour  for  widows 
and  orphans,  while  a  negro  and  children  look  up  with  gratitude 
in  remembrance  of  their  emancipation  from  slavery.  Above 
all,  in  an  opening  glory,  are  beheld  the  genii  of  Britain  and 
America  binding  up  a  bundle  of  rods,  resembling  the  fasces 
carried  before  the  Roman  consult,  by  way  of  exhibiting  an 
anblematical  resemblance  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  between  two 
n^ons,  so  lately  acting  in  hostility  to  each  other,  but  now 
united  by  new  ties  of  concord  and  friendship. 

This  work  contains  a  variety  of  important  &cts  and  docu- 
ments, to  which  allusion  has  been  frequently  made  in  the 
course  of  this  memoir.  Among  other  valuable  papers  is  the 
copy  of  a  very  interesting  letter,  dated  Paasy,  near  Paris,  . 
August  16,  17S4,  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  while  Minlsto- 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  from  the  new  com- 
monwealth of  Amei-ica,  to  his  only  son,  William  Franklin, 
formerly  governor  of  New  Jersey.  The  letter  is  a  most  singu- 
lar production,  and  bnt  for  the  present  publication  in  all  pro- 
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babilily  would  Iiave  been  consigned  to  oblivion.  It  appears 
kere  for  the  <  purpose  of  proving  that  no  family  coUtision  had 
taken  place,  and  that  the  loyalty  of  the  son  in  behalf  of  the 
British  monarchy  was  to  the  full  a><  steady,  uniform,  aod  con- 
spicuous, as  the  zeal  of  the  &ther,  for  the  independence,  and 
republican  institutions  of  hie  native  countiy. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  hia  life  Mr.  Wilmot  vnis  subject 
to  paralytic  affections.  On  liis  recovery  from  a  bilious  at- 
tack, he  however  repaired  for  the  last  time  to  his  paternal  man- 
sion at  Berkswell  in  Warwickshire,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
taking  leave  of  his  son  and  graudchildren,  settled  there.  From 
this  long  journey  he  derived  much  satisfaction,  but  little  ad- 
vantage in  point  of  health,  for  soon  afVer  his  return  be  was 
attacked  by  a  third  disease  stiU  more  &tal  than  any  of  the  for- 
mer; this  was  water  in  the  chest,  of  which  he  died  June  2S, 
1815,  in  the  6Tth  year  of  his  age,  at  his  seat  of  Bruce  Castle. 
This  occurred  in  the  evening,  during  the  act  of  stepping  into 
bed,  without  an  accompanying  sigh  or  any  previous  symptom 
of  dissolution. 

Mr.  Wilmot  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  the 
(Hily  daughter  of  S.  Sainthill,  Esq.  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren, four  daughters  and  a  son,  aU  of  whom  survive  him.  Ta 
Miss  Haslam,  his  widow,  he  was  united  in  1793,  and  by 
her  he  has  no  issue  now  aliv^  two  of  their  children  having 
died  in  their  infcncy.  This  lady  resides  at  Tottenham,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex. 

List  of  the  woirks  of  the  late  John  Eardley  Wilmot,  Esq. 

1 .  The  I^e  of  the  Rev.  John  Hough,  D.  D.  succesdvely 
Bishop  of  Oxford,  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  and  Worcester ; 
fbrm^ly  President  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  in 
the  reign  of  James  IX.;  containing  many  of  his  Letters  and 
Bic^g;raphical  Notices  of  several  Persons,  with  whom  he  was 
connected,  +to. 

2.  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Eardley 
Wilmot,  Knt,  late  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  and  one  of  his  Majesty's  Most  Hon.  Privy  Coun- 
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cil,  with  some  Original  Letters.     By  John  WUmot,  Esq.  Svo. 
2  ediUons  (thin  4to.} 

3.  A  Short  Defence  of  the  Opposition,  in  answer  to  "  A 
Short  History  of  the  Opposition,"  J779.     Anon. 

4.  Historical  View  of  the  Commission  for  enquiring  into 
the  Losses,  Services,  and  Claims,  of  the  American  Loyalists* 
at  the  close  of  the  War  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo- 
nies, in  1783,  with  an  Account  of  the  Compensatimi  granted 
to  them  by  ParUament,  in  1?85  and  1788.  8to.  1815. 
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[_Accompanied  with  Original  Documents ,-  and  an  Analt/sts  of  his 
ParliamerUdnf  Labows.l 

x\.  tree  state  may  be  created  by  a  sudden  rerolution ;  but  it 
is  to  be  consolidated,  confirmed,  and  preserved  by  a  succession 
of  zealous  patriots  alone.  Such  a  race  of  men  can  have  no 
other  object  than  the  prosper!^  and  happiness  of  their  country ; 
and  while  on  one  hand,  they  display  a  laudable  jealousy  in 
respect  to  the  opinions  and  the  actions  of  those  who  govern  ;• 
tai  the  other,  they  cordially  detest  such  fectious  citizens  as' 
connect  their  own  petty  interests  and  enmities,  with  .the 
distresses  and  d^radadon  of  their  country.  To  the  heroes 
who  were  no  other  than  the  patriots  of  antiquity,  their 
applauding  country  presented  garlands  and  4£creed  statues. 
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Let  us  endeavour  to  emulate  them,  in  respect  to  thos^  whose 
lives,  have  heen  dedicated  to  our  service.  To  strew  their 
graves  with  flowers ;  to  embahn  their  memory  with  grateful 
odours;  and  to  consecrate  their  iame  by  recording  their 
actions;  is  to  stimulate  private  worth;  U>  encourage  public 
virtue ;  and  to  engender  a  noble  spirit  of  emulation,  which 
cannot  fail  to  produce  able  legislators,  independent  statesmen, 
and  incorrupt  senators,  ^ 

In  recording  the  hves  of  remarkable  men,  it  is  customary 
to  vaunt  their  lineage,  and  reflect  a  borrowed  lustre  from 
times  and  actions,  with  which  they  ere  but  remotely,  if  at  all 
connected.  Such  is  not  the  object  here  aimed  at ;  it  is  un- 
necessary to  recur  to  the  glitter  of  tinsel  ornaments,  when  the 
precious  metals  themselves  court  both  the  eye  and  the  hand 
of  the  most  unskilful  artist. 

The  elder  Samuel  Whitbread,  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  and  the  founder  of  a  new  &mily,  was  a  man  singular 
and  extraopdinary  in  every  point  of  view.  One  of  our  pro- 
vincial historians  attempts  to  deduce  His  origin  &om  ancestors 
of  some  htde  note ;  and  for  this  purpose,  gravely  refers  to 
some  tomb-stones  in  a  coimtry  church-yard  in  Bedfordshire, 
bearing  the  date  of  1650.  It  is  known  from  other  and  better 
sources,  that  his  forefathers  were  simple  yeomanry :  that  Uke 
those  of  the  same  class,  they  possessed  some  little  property ; 
and  that  in  respect  to  religion,  they  were  Presbyterians,  without 
however,  being  so  narrow  in  their  principles,  as  to  object  to 
occasional  conformity  to  the  Church  of  England.  Thus,  for 
illustration,  we  are  not  to  recur  to  remote  antiquity :  it  is  to 
be  found  where  it  is  of  most  avail ;  in  the  prosperous  industry 
of  one  man ;  in  the  disinterested  patriotism  of  another ;  and 
in  the  pecuhar  talents,  abilities,  and  integrity  of  both. 

As  an  object  of  curiosity,  however,  it  may  not  be  wholly 
uninteresting  to  contemplate  the  great  outhne  of  a  fortune, 
which  rivals  that  of  many  of  our  first  nobihty  in  point  of 
extent ;  and  le^n  by  what  meant  it  grew  into  size,  shapes  and 
consistency,  under  the  creative  genius  of  a  single  individuaL 
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It  waa  the  peculiar  good  fortune  of  Mr.  Whitbread  to  have 
'  been  bom  in  the  earljr  part  of  the  eighteenth  coitury,  whei 
trade  was  still  creditable  in  a  commercial  country* ;  and  befrae 
our  new  &ngted  noticois  of  gentility  had  taught  us  to  despise 
those  arts,  by  the  exercise  of  which  our  forefathers  flourished, 
Bot  at  the  expence  o^  but  in  conjunction  with  their  country. 

It  was  then  customary  to  breed  young  men  to  those  callings 
by  which  they  were  destined  to  live :  at  present,  every  thing 
seems  capable  of  being  learned  by  ma-e  intuition  !  Instead  of 
recurring  to  long,  laborious  and  circuitous  modes  of  instruction, 
ample  inspection  alone  seems  sufficient  for  the  comprehensiv* 
Acuities  of  our  modem  ti/roSf  who  enter  their  counting  house* 
booted  and  spurred ;  and  after  a  short  and  splendid  exhibition, 
not  unfrequently  terminate  their  career  in  the  London  Gazette^ 

Such  was  not  the  track  pursued  by  the  very  respectaUc 
person  here  alluded  to.  His  family,  aiming  at  an  honest  in- 
d^tendence,  and  suppodng  it  likely  to  be  attained  by  pati^t 
industry,  and  undiminished  perseverance  alone;  placed  his 
brother  with  an  ironmonger  in  the  city ;  while  he,  according 
to  the  fashion  of  that  day,  was  bound  apprentice  to  an  opulent 
Iffewer.  A  term  of  seven  years  was  not  deemed  more  than 
sufficient  to  learn  this  art,  although  it  was  not  then  as  now,  a 
Hosiery ;  and  long  after  the  expiration  of  that  period,  the 
yoong  man  is  said  to  have  paused  a  considerable  time  before 
he  himself  ventured  to  become  a  master ;  but  examples  were 
seductive.  The  borough  of  Southwark,  already  presented  a 
brilliant  model  to  his  youthful  ambition  in  the  person  of  the  first 
^  John  Lade,  who  after  having  enriched  himself  by  precisely 
the  same  means,  enjoyed  the  singular  felicity  of  ob&ining  the 
patmt  of  a  baronetage.  And  when  he  himself  was  firmly  esta- 
btished  in  trade,  the  Thrales,  who  for  many  years  had  sat  in 
parliament,  were  doubtless  considered  as  objects  of  emulation 
also.  It  was  but  recurring,  however,  to  no  very  remote  period  in 
English  history,  when  a  rich  brewer  of  Ghent,  not  only  «iter- 
tamed  one  of  our  Kings,  and  supplied  him  with  resources ; 
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but  actually  entered  into  an  alliance  with  that  Prince,  lor  the 
express  purpoee  of  assisting  him  in  his  claims  on  the  crown  of 
France. 

But  whatever  might  have  been  bis  yonthfiil  dreams,  certain 
it  is,  that  throughout  the  whole  period  of  a  long  and  suce^s&l 
Ufe^  he  conducted  himself  with  a  rare  d^^ee  of  modxntioa. 
The  writer  of  this  article  was  lately  informed  I^  one  Of  his 
surviving  friends  who  sat  b;  his  idde  for  sevo^  years  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  Mr.  Whitbread  sen.  was  a  man 
of  [ilain  manners  and  practical  good  sense ;  so  utterly  devoid 
of  affectation,  in  short,  that  he  himself  has  actually  seen  him 
enter  the  com  market,  in  Mark  Lane,  for  the  purpose  of 
nisking  purchases  with  a  white  apron  before  him.  But  these 
were  the  times  of  simplicity  and  int£^ty  in  the  city;  a 
period  when  the  name  of  Sir  Thomas  Gresbam,  "  the  royal 
merchant,"  was  not  yet  entirely  forgotten ;  while  that  steady 
patriot.  Sir  John  Bernard  was  still  alive,  and  r^)ured  duly 
on  foot  to  Sl  StEphen's  cb^el,  Westminster,  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  excise  scheme  projected  by  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  I 

How  the  capital  was  raised,  and  the  precise  means  by  which 
Mr.  Whitbread  acquired  his  great  opulence,  are  not  now 
exactly  known.  His  character,  doubtiess  e&cted  much,  and 
was  well  calculated  to  induce  men  of  wealth  to  embark  along 
with  him  in  all  his  undertakings.  Certdn  it  is,  that  he  also 
possessed  a  little  patrimony  of  his  own,  which  was  s<^d  upon 
this  memorable  occasion.  His  knowledge  of  mankind  must 
have  been  equally  considerable  and  advantageous;  for  this 
faculty  seems  to  have  formed  the  Archimedean  lever,  by  which 
he  moved  all  around  him  at  his  will.  It  was  not  a  narrow  litde 
selfish  parsimony  which  he  chose  as  a  Ji^crwa .-  this  would 
have  crumbled  into  atoms  beneath  the  imm^ise  powers  he 
brought  into  action,  and  buried  him  in  the  rums  of  his  own 
edifice.  No !  he  knew  it  was  a  common  interest  that  botmd 
the  world  together ;  and  he  acted  accordingly.  On  balancing 
his  books  every  year,  he  made  all  those  around  him  in  some 
measure  partners  in  hit  business,  and  consequently  interested 
9 
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them  in  hisprocperity.  |t  was  his  practice  to  diitribute  this  an- 
nual donation,  in  the  exact  rates  of  their  respective  ranks  and 
services;  and  beginning  with  a  liberal  gift  of  500^  to  a  con- 
fidential clerk,  he  was  accustomed  to  extend  his  bounty  to  the 
very  horse-feeden,  to  whom  he  usually  gave  Si.  a  piece. 

Under  his  auspices,  the  brew-house  in  Chiswell  Street, 
extending  itself  on  all  sides,  soon  formed  a  spacious  quad- 
rangle, with  an  ample  dwelling  houce,  workhouses,  stores^ 
cellars,  ,and  every  thing  in  the  greatest  possible  perfection ; 
while  the  stock,  the  plant,  the  dray-horecs  that  could  have 
mounted  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  the  casks,  &c.  might  at  length 
be  estimated  at  nearly  half  a  million  of  pounds  sterling. 

In  addition  to  tiiis  property,  and  without  which  it  could 
be  of  no  value,  ought  to  be  included  a  fioating  capital  of 
from  80  to  100,000/.,  which  it  at  length  became  necessary  to 
keep  constantly  in  hand,  for  the  purpose  of  malting  occasional 
purchases  of  malt,  hops,  oats,  8cc.  as  well  as  for  the  payment 
of  clerks  and  servants.  In  fine,  this  became  at  length  the 
first  house,  not  only  in  London,  but  in  £urope;  and  as  every 
thing  was  conducted  in  a  fair,  r^^lar,  and  honourable  manner, 
the  sole  reliance  for  immediate  superiority  was  placed  in  the 
quality  and  goodness  alone  of  the  commodity.  He,  accord- 
mgly  defied  competition,  and  "  Whitbread's  Entire,"  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  100,000  barrels  visited  every  alley  in  the 
metropolis,  and  indeed  every  portion  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
ctJonies ;  without  recurring  to  the  modern  practice  of  purchasing 
ef  leases,  tying  down  pubhcans  by  slavish  ctmtracts,  obtaining 
spontaneous  judgments,  and  rendering  thdr  customers  their 
bondsmen  and  slaves. 

Some  idea  of  the  wealdi,  so  honourably  acquired,  may  be 
conceived  from  an  enumeration  of  his  nimierous  purchases, 
donations,  and  bequests. 

In  1792,  Mr.  W.  bought  a  considerable  estate  at  Elstow, 
in  his  native  county,  containing  the  very  spot  where  John 
Bunyan,  author  of  the  "  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  was  bom. 
Having  acquired  by  the  same  means,  a  property  at  Melchboume 
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not  far  diitant,  he  modernized  and  fitted  up  the  church  at  his 
awn  expence ;  while  Lord  St.  John,  incited  by  the  exam^e, 
presented  an  organ.  The  manor  of  Botton,  in  the  hundred 
of  Big^eswade  became  hia  in  1 795.  He  also  obtained  in  the 
same  maimer  Worden,  in  the  hundred  of  Wexamtree,  and 
he  bad  long  before  got  poSKssicHi  of  all  the  lands  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  native  village  of  Cardington.  But  his  principal  ac- 
quisition consisted  of  the  Torrington  manors  and  estates, 
bought  from  the  Ith  Viscount,  for  which,  at  one  time,  he  p^d 
down  the  sum  <^  120,000/.  For  a  long  period  no  good  title 
could  be  made  out ;  and  as  great  incumbrances  eidsted,  many 
difficulties  occurred,  some  of  which  were  deemed  insuperable. 
At  length,  by  a  sudden  and  unexpected  demise  *  in-thc  family, 
the  necessary  conveyances  were  made  out  with  great  accuracy 
and  precisicm  by  Mr.  Oddy,  a  respectable  attorney  of  BosVeQ 
Court,  Chancery  Lane ;  while  the  learned  Mr.  Hargrave,  K.  C. 
settled  the  drafts.  So  anxious  was  the  old  gentleman  for  the 
success  of  this  long  protracted  afEair,  and  so  well  pleased  on 
its  completion,  that  he  is  said  to  have  presented  the  late 
Alderman  Sooner,  the  celebrated  auctioneer,  who  managed 
the  negodation,  with  the  sum  of  5,000/. ! 

It  now  remains  to  be  shewn,  that  he  was  not  actuated  by 
a  mean,  narrow,  and  selfish  prindple  j  that  be  did  not  turn 
the  whole  bent  of  his  mind  to  the  vain-glorious  wish  of 
founding  an  opulent  family ;  and  leaving  a  name  behind,  which, 
by  tiie  association  of  ideas,  could  never  be  pronounced  by  vulgar 
lips,  or  heard,  even  by  courtly  ears,  without  a  wild  and  vacant 
stare  of  admiration.  On  the  contrary,  he  disused  his  bounties 
around  him,  cheering  want  and  poverty  and  distress ;  relieving 
the  sick,  the  prisoner,  and  those  miserable  and  forlorn  objects 
who  are  subject  to  com[da)nts  ^lich  have  hitherto  ba£Bed 
the  skill  of  medicine.  With  a  property,  the  third  or  fourth 
in  point  of  value  in  the  shire  of  Bedford,  and  at  that  tm» 
one  of  the  representatives  of  the  town  of  the  same  name,  he 
WKB  not  inattentive  to  any  thing  that  coold  be  of  benefit  or 

•  MoitproUljl}  of  Gco^c,  ibi  onlj  Na^— Ed. 
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btaity  to  his  nejghbourfiood,  for  his  benevolence  kept  pace 
with  his  good  fortune.  Towards  the  completion  of  the  new 
oounty  jail  he  left  a  l^acy  of  SOOL  He  bequeathed  i,000l. 
towards  the  erection  of  the  Bedford  Jj^rmary;  and  4,000^ 
more  for  its  ^idowinent  In  addition  to  this,  he  also  esta- 
blished a  ward  for  tJiose  afflicted  with  cancers  in  the  Middlesex 
Hospital 

By  his  first  wifo,  who  was  afterwards  carried  off  by  a  dropsy, 
be  had  several  children  *.  After  remaining  for  some  time  a 
widower,  on  Au^st  13th  1769,  he  married  Mary,  third 
daughter  of  the  first  Earl,  and  sister  of  the  first  Marquis 
ComwaUis,  who  Uvad  but  sixteen  months,  having  died  D^ 
cember  27th,  1770. 

Samuel  Whitbread,  the  only  son  of  the  first  Mr.  Whitbread, 
by  his  first  wife,  was  bom  in  the  year  17^8.  B^ng  destined 
to  receive  the  benefit  of  a  public  education,  he  was  according; 
aent  to  Eton,  of  which  Jon^hon  Davies,  M.A.  was  then 
head  masterf.  That  all  imaginable  attention  mi^t  be  paid  to 
his  improvement,  the  Rev.  George  Heath,  afterwards  O.  D^ 
acted  as  his  private  tutor.  Fox  and  Hare,  with  whom  he 
afierwards  associated  in  pubhc  lif^  had  left  this  celebrated 
seminary;  but  iheir  names,  taloits  and  acquiraneriits  wete 
stiU  spoken  of  with  rapture.  His  two  chic£f  friends  there, 
were  Mr.  Lambton  J,  afterwards  M.  P.  for  the  city  of  Durham ; 
and  Mr.  now  Earl  Orey  with  whose  &mily  he  afterwards 
became  connected  by  means  of  a  double  alUance. 

•  l.SBmnd,  M.F.foi  Bedford;  a.Erama,  minieil  in  17S0,  tntht  lui  Lord  St. 
Jbtm,  of  Bletsue;  3.  Mir;,  niarried  lo  ihe  Hon.  Sir  Gcor^  Gre^,  Bin.;  ind  4.  ft 
third  iDd  eldcsi  daughter,  mirrltd  lo  Mr.  Gordon,  formerly  of  Moore  Puk. 

t  Mr.  Dnio  niccenlcd  Mr.  Fuster,  in  July  I773>  inlwu  followed  by Dr.Hmtb, 
n  1791.  — Ed, 

*  William  Hnuy  Lambton,  Eaq.  wu  the  eldst  ion  of  ifar  Lite  Gen«*1  Joliti 
Luibion,  who  poiKsaed  rery  large  eitaiea  in  the  nDTth  of  Sngland.  He  lucceedtd 
hii&iheraa  refmemttivt  of  the  ciiy  of  Dnrbun,  in  17H7,  and  {toil  og  many  jean,  WM 
ft  coDUBjit,  firm,  and  itreinujni  memlier  of  ibe  oppoaitJon,  He  had  obtuoed  a  repa^- 
taiioii  for  eloquence  at  Eton,  and,  at  a  time  when  the  grealtBl  otaion  tbaiT  ever 
d^lind  prodnced  were  in  fuU  bloom,  he  alto  atiiacted  the  public  attention  and  ap- 
plaUK.  He  married  Lady  AiiBa-Barbara  Franco  Villirn,  aecond  danghier  oF  Gesige 
Biuwy,  fbonh  &rl  of  Jeruy,  and  died  in  1797.  Hli  ion,  John  George  lambton, 
£^<i*npT(Motluiightorih«ibilg  for  the  county  palatine  of  Diuhun.  — Ed. 
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From  Eton  he  repaired  to  Oxford,  and  was  matriculal«d 
at  Christ-Chi^ch ;  thence  be  ranored  to  St  John's  CoUi^;e^ 
Cambridge,  where  he  completed  his  studies,  and  obtuned  the 
degree  of  B.A. 

It  ought  not  to  be  here  mutted,  that  to  the  honour  of  the 
&ther,  his  mind  coiutontly  raqpanded  with  his  fortune.  A^ 
cordingly,  having  now  ^ven  to  his  son  the  best  education  that 
Ikigland  coidd  bestow^  he  determined  to  afibrd  him  all  the 
benefits  that  could  possibly  be  Obtained  fittm  foreign  travel. 
As  mudi  depteded  on  the  sdectRm  of-A  pl-oper  person  to 
accotntiatiy  him,  the  present  Archdeacon  Coxe,  feUovr  of 
King's  C<^ege  C^nbridge,  after  due  deliberation,  was  selected 
for  this  piu^ae.  Accordingly  with  this  celebrated  tfavE^er 
and  Mstoriad  he  r^pe^red  to  Fraaoet  which  evoi  at  that 
period  began  to  e^ierience  some  of  those  pwnfiil  pohtical 
throes,  indicMive  of  her  ftiture  state.  Passing  through  G«»- 
Vnanyj  he  next  visited  Swltii^rland,  a  country  congeidal  to  ft 
young  man,  whose  u^d  was  Etlf  ead;^  frau^t  with  s^itinKnts 
cbhg^al  to  a  #ell-4'6gulated  lib^ty :  for  ther^  after  dee)x>tism 
had  been  orefcome,  by  ft  patviot  band,  that  roused  it»  ^Idw- 
ddcens  to  deeds  of  heroic  valoiuv ,  lifeedom  was  established, 
wilhottt  am^hy^  and  wi&Out  a  civil  war.  To  the\honour  of 
hMh  parties,  the  tutor  *nd  pupil  sean  to  have  s^tarated  with 
mutual  i^cftance  and  festeem.  * 

Sdon  ftfi^  his  Tetom  hobe^  Mr.  W.  thought  propa  to 
settle  in  iife^  and  havkig  previoady  obtained  the  consent  of 
both  Qtmilies,  in  1788  be  married  Miss  Grey,  who  afterwards 
became  Lady  "E^abeth  Whitbread,  by  the  elevation  of  her 

•  Mr.  Cou  afi«rwud*  drdinttd  one  of  bu  mda  it>  the  nl^jcct  oT  thii  mamoir,  in 
die  fbllowiiig  lefDU : 


Trarela  in  Poland,  Ruhia,  Swideh,  and  Dehiu>K| 
la  Inicriwi) 
At  A  TiiTmonr  or  finuu  *iti>  tusmutt. 
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bthsT,  General  1^  Charles  Grey,  to  an  ERrldom.  This  wu 
firilowed  in  the  coorse  of  time,  by  another  alliance :  that  of 
the  present  Sir  George  Grey,  Bart,  ih&i  a  Captain  in  the 
Na^,  with  Miss  Mary  Whitbread,  bis  sister. 

A  seat  in  pariiament  had  always  be^  the  ol^ect  o(  his 
ambitioa.  Hie  only  son  of-  a  very  opulent  commoner,  a&er 
having  finished  his  studies,  and  visited  the  contutent,  he  now 
natur^y  aspired  to  take  piut  in  those  debates,  and  partidpets 
in  those  resolves,  on  which  not  only  the  honour,  stability,  and 
liberties  of  his  native  country,  but  the  state  and  conditicm  of 
Eun^,  in  a  great  measure  depended.  Accordingly,  on  tbd 
disscdution  of  parliamoit,  in  1 790,  he  determined  to  fSet ' 
Ixunself  as  a  candidate  Sor  Bedford ;  and  as  he  himself  was  as 
^  untried  and  unknown,  he  hoped  that  the  high  reputation 
of  a  parent,  «^  had  lately  represented  that  bwoug^  would 
prove  no  small  inducemoit  mi  the  put  of  the  iSeetors  i  lA 
im  own  n^hbouTB ;  tmd  with  mtuiy  ol  wbtHn  he  had  beeit 
acquainted  liom  his  earliest  in&ncy. 

His  &ther,  who  fiiUy  coicurred,  and  indeed  suggested  this 
arrangemrait,  at  the  same  time  offered  himself  for  the  bcH'ough 
of  Steyoing ;  and  it  ia  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  altitough 
bodi  their  ejections  were  contested,  yet  both  finalfy  obtaaneil 
&ar  res^jective  seats ",  This,  we  believe,  was  the  first  anA 
die  last  contest  on  the  part  of  the  new  membar,  who,  duiiBg 
six  or  Sevan  following  parliwQents,  was  returned  ^thout  thfe 
diadow  of  o(>pos)ti<Mi. 

At  this  period,  two  very  formidable  parties  engaged  the 
attention,  and  divided  the  applause  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Fox, 
although  dispossessed  of  authority,  still  headed  a  powerlMI 
body,  the  members  of  whidi,  as  yet  undiminished,  although 

*  Mr.  Whtibrad,  itn,  nt£  derlucd  hj  a  comdnif tec  *'  dulj  elected,  ind  ought  to 
htrt  been  retumed  Tor  Blcjnlng.''  Amerior  to  ihU,  he  had  ut  fbr  the  lona  of  Bed- 
find,  in  thm  lucceedin;  parJiBiDenu,  luting  been  •  petitioner  with  the  celebrMed  John 
Howird,  the  phiknlhrapihi,  in  1775,  when  he  first  declired  himielf  a  randidatc. 

At  the  conrluaioa  ol  the  election  in  17S0,  Mr.  Whitbread,  juD.  polled  eoi  niiei  ; 
Mr.  Payne,  who  hid  only  S74,  peiitioncd.  The  cbtirmtii  of  the  (ronnniuee,  ihai  tried 
ihl)  election,  which  vu  not  decided  antil  the.  accnntt  leiiian  of  that  psrliametiti 
■Sndlj  teported  to  (he  House,  in  March  Ijai :  "  that  Sainuel  Whiibtcad.jun.  £•)• 
*a>  (tulji  dceicd,  and  thai  the  petitioD  wasneiihtr  friTolotu,  rorraiaiioui." 
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already  divided  in  reepect  to  die  French  Revolution,  ossodated 
under  his  banner.  On  one  thing  they  most  cordially  agreed} 
and  this  was  the  down&l  of  Mr.  Pitt.  That  youthful  states- 
man, who  had  conmienced  his  career  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-three,  had  acqmred 
great  and  deserved  popularity,  by  his  management  of  die 
finances.  His  fiscal  arrangements,  although  somewhat  ob- 
no:!dous  to  censure,  by  depriving  the  subject  of  a  trial  by  jury, 
in  certain  cases ;  yet  on  the  other  hand,  were  clear,  perspi* 
cuous,  and  highly  advantageoua  to  the  revenue.  His  plan 
too,  for  a  sinking  fund,  and  that  on  an  entirely  new  principle, 
tended  not  a  little  to  the  benefit  of  public  credit.  Possessiiig 
great  and  commanding  talents ;  he  was  at  the  same  time  nn- 
pressed  with  a  kind  of  hereditary  ambition ;  and  his  illustrious 
father  appears  to  have  been  the  model  by  which  he  «idei^ 
voured  to  shape  his  conduct.  At  first,  like  Fleury,  he  seemed 
to  be  smitten  with  a  love  of  peace ;  but  after  having  enabled 
his  country  to  taste  its  blessings,  Uke  Richlieu,  he  courted 
difficulties  of  all  kinds.  Accordingly,  as  if  desirous  of  every 
kind  of  glory,  he  looked  around  him  for  enemies ;  and  Spain 
appeared  for  a  whUe  to  have  been  an  object  of  public 
vengeance.  Russia  next  excited  jealousy :  but  the  Empress 
Catherine  was  then  on  the  throne,  and  as  the  nation  at  large 
had  not  deemed  the  miserable  idiores  of  Nootka  Sound  a  fit 
■ubject  for  contest ;  so  now,  they  had  but  Httle  relish  for  a 
naval  armament,  die  express  object  of  which  was,  to  restore 
Oczakow  to  the  Turks. 

On  this  occasion  the  new  member  for  Bedford,  in  one  of 
his  first  speeches  *,  and,  if  the  writer  is  not  mistaken,  his 
maiden  one,  combated  the  necessity  <rf  Urn  measure.  He^  at 
die  same  time,  strongly  animadverted  on  the  unconstitutional 
doctrine  of  "  confidence,"  assumed  on  the  part  of  ministers, 
who  wished  for  an  entire  reliance  on  their  wisdom  and  inte- 
grity. 

■  Mr.  W.  wu  not  io  puliamcnl  when  the  impMchiMDt  i£  Wurcn  Huiingi  ww 
dccidsdoo,  '  but  in  1793/  he  hu  nomiuted  t  mcmbu  of  ibc  Select  ConmitlM, 
"  to  enquire  mi  tefvn  on  piDccedingi,  &c." 
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After  a  short  and  appropriate  introduction,  Mr.  Whitbread 
observed :  "  I  feel  it  my  duly  to  enter  my  protest  agunst  the 
doctrine  of  confidence,  which  has  been  so  much  insisted  upon 
by  the  gentlemen  opposite  to  me ;  that  sort  of  blind,  implicit 
confidence,  which  I  trust  the  House  will  be  ever  cautious  of 
^ving  the  least  indulgence  to.  I  declare  it  to  be  a  monster 
with  which  I  will  grapple  as  oflen  as  I  meet  with  it,  at  all 
periods  of  my  lif^  and  endeavour  to  destroy  it.  Confidence 
has  been  alleged  for  every  argument  tm  the  other  »de,  in 
answer  to,  every  argument  irom  this.  It  is  my  duty,  and  that 
<^  every  man  who  has  a  seat  in  this  House,  to  take  care  ne 
tfuid  damni  capiat  resjmUka ,-  and  how  could  he  do  that,  if 
the  doctrine  was,  that  they  might  abandon  their  trust,  and 
resign  it  to  the  minister  ? 

"  Confidence  had  been  given  to  administration  on  par- 
ticular occasions ;  but  it  had  never  before  been  expected  that 
unlimited  confidence  was  required.  Agreeably  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  advocates  of  the  minister,  every  member  should  deliver 
himself  up,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  this  idcrf>  without  con- 
ndering  the  good  of  their  country,  or  the  interest  of  thdr  con- 
stituents. It  was  true,  several  gentlemen  were  nourished 
,  under  his  auspices,  and  fed  by  his  bounty;  it  wa«  not,  there- 
fore, reasonable  to  suppose,  that  they  considered  the  degraded  - 
utuation  of  parliament  as  long  as  their  patron  held  the  reins 
of  government;  they  however  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
adduce  any  arguments  in  his  favour,  because  they  found  the 
ground  untenable.  They  who  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons 
as  representatives  of  the  people,  had  a  confidence  reposed  in 
them  by  their  constituents ;  but  that  was  not  a  confidmce 
which  they  had  a  right  to  barter  away  to  any  man  or  set  of 
men  whatever,  on  any  occasion  short  of  necessity ;  they  had 
received  it  with  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  their  consti- 
tuents, that  the  rights  and  privileges,  inherited  from  their 
fore&thers,  were  by  them  to  be  handed  down  to  posterity 
vnthout  the  least  infringement.  But  how  could  they  do  this, 
if  they  were  called  upon  to  vote  away  the  money  of  their  con- 
stituents vritbout  any  good  reason  bfmg  assigned,  or  liberty 
E  3 
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given  to  make  any  inquiiy  at  all  upon  the  subject,  so  that  the 
people  might  know  the  cause  of  this  additional  burthen  ? 

"  And  that  this  was  precisely  the  case,  no  man  could  deny, 
who  heard  ministers  call  upon  the  House  to  vote  money  for 
an  annament,  perhaps  a  war,  agfunst  Russia,  without  giving 
any  information  that  could  satisfy  any  honourable  man  of  the 
necessity,  &r  less  of  th«  justice  or  policy  of  this  war ;  and  tliat 
too  while  the  eame  shoes  were  not  yet  old  in  which  th^  had 
come  down  to  vote  away  four,  millions  of  their  constituents* 
money  to  defhiy  the  expence  of  an  armament  agdnst  Spain. 
That  a  British  parliament  could  long  put  up  with  this  treat- 
ment was  incredible;  for  certainly  we  were  not  now  in  that 
d^rs^^  state  in  which  parliaments  were  in  Queen  Elizabeth's 
time,  when  they  were  called  upon  to  vote  supplies,  and  were 
told*  that  it  was  meet  that  they  should  know  the  Queen's 
pleasure  in  the  expenditure  of  them.  As  we  had  risen  from 
^such  a  d^^raded  state,  by  the  vigilance,  the  firmness,  and  the 
patriotism  of  our  ancestors,  let  us  take  good  care,  by  imitating 
their  conduct,  Dot  to  return  to  that  situation. 

**  A  noble  lord  and  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  had 
prided  themselves  on  evading  all  explanation,  and  avoiding  all 
discussion  mjon  this  important  and  secret  subject;  and  cer- 
tainly they  had  kept  a  most  respectfid  distance  from  every 
sort  of  argument,  explanation,  or  discussion:  but  this  might 
be  deemed  one  of  the  hsppy  effects  of  their  implicit  confidence 
in  the  Chanodlor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  seemed  to  be  the 
■oul,  vit^  principle,  intellect,  and  providenee  r£  those  goitle- 
men:  whose  obscure  and  hidden  schemes  th^  ftlway«  ap- 
proved, without  wishing  either  to  understand,  cu:  have  them 
explained. '  He  clothes  himself  in  mystery ;  he  is  envelt^ied 
in  clouds, ;  he  (Erects  the  whirlwind  and  the  storm ;  we  feel 
the  dire  effects  of  his  vengeance  but  his  form  and  his  move- 
m^its  are  invisible  to  our  sight. 

"  In  the  late  transaction  with  Spain,  we  were  ttdd,  *  Pay 
your  money  cheerfully;  your  armament  has  struck  terror 
into  the  whole  world;  be  assured  that  no  power  on  eardi 
shall  henceforth   dare  to  provoke  your  displeasare  t'     But 
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icarcely  is  that  very  annanieiit  diaoan^edt  when  the  Rusauiu 
are  guilty  of  an  act  of  insolence ;  and  in  order  to  chastise 
them  it  is  again  necessary  to  arm.  But  what,  pray,  is  the 
mighty  ofience  which  the  eanpress  has  committed  ?  You  offer 
your  mediation,  or  rather,  you  dictate  to  the  empres*  terms 
which  she  refuses.  You  immediately  throw  off  the  thin  dis- 
guise of  the  mediator,  and  appear  in  the  shape  of  an  armed 
bully.  You  step  forward  in  a  cause,  in  which  you  have  no 
ocHicern  whatever ;  and  you  telt  her,  in  the  most  arrogant 
terms,  that  she  must  reUnquish  entirely  every  advantage  which 
she  had  gained  over  an  enemy  who  had  attacked  her  without 
provocation.  Con^ence,  in  gweral,  begat  confidence;  but 
in  respect  to  the  friends  of  the  minister,  the  more  secretly  and 
mysterioasly  he  actedt  the  mare  entitled  he  was  to  thdr 
confidence,  and  the  more  certain  iJbey  were,  that  he  vres 
doing  right.  On  a  former  occasion,  when  the  House  had 
required  infermUioD,  the  refdy  was,  that  a  n^^atitm  was 
pmdipg ;  in  the  present  instance  they  wotq  told  (hat  it  was 
iaexpedi^U.  Secrecy  be  had  often  heard  a}^)Iauded  amongst  in- 
dividuals ;  and  a  proper  mixture  of  secrecy  and  tqienaess  there 
OBght  alwagps  to  be  where  coafidence  or  friendship  was  reposed : 
but  certaiidy  confidence  was  not  to  be  ^ven  in  prt^xHtion  to 
that  secre^  which  has  no  mixture  of  openness;  and  he  would 
adt  any  num,  whether  i£  another  was  to  conceal  every  thing 
Sam  him  in  Ihe  most  audacious  manner,  he  wmdd  ^tber 
have  the  gpeater  oonfidence  in  that  man,,or  diink  the  better 
of  his  aetioDE ;  yet  such  was  the  secrecy,  mhI  sut^  was  the 
COBfidoiiiQe,  which  these  gentlcmiai  admired  in,  and  clumed 
fiv,  their  right  lumourable  Mend." 

Mr.  Whitbread  concluded  with  observing,  that  when  Sir 
John  'Norris  commanded  a  naval  armament  on  the  same  prin- 
^iles  as  the  present  in  agitation,  against  the  Czar  of  Muscovy, 
he  returned  without  its  being  productive  of  tranquillity,  for  it 
rather  proved  an  excitement  to  hostilities :  as  the  czar  remarked, 
that  an  armed  Beet  was  a  strange  symbol  of  peace ;  and  if  he 
wished  to  effect  die  purpose  of  his  mission,  he  conceived  that 
the  best  mode  was  one  less  exceptionable  and  more  compen* 
B  4 
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diouB.  Aftier  declanng  himself  in  &yoar  of  Rossia,  as  oae 
natural  aUy,  and  r^robating  the  mode  of  getting  rid  of  the 
sul^ect  by  the  previous  queeti<a>,  Mr.  Whitbread  said  he 
should  vote  for  the  resolution  that  had  been  proposed ;  as  it 
was  calci^ted  to  aisure  public  tranquillity. 

The  ministers,  howerer,  obtained  a  majority  on  this  occaaon  ; 
yet  notwithstanding  thia,  th^  were  baffled  in  the  main  otgect, 
for  although  the  English  in  general,  have  been  perhaps  but  too 
fond  of  war,  yet  the  pulse  of  the  nation  did  not  beat  in  unison 
with  that  of  the  cabinet.  The  merchants  were  the  first  to 
take  the  alarm,  and  the  suspeaision  of  the  Baltic  trade  ap- 
peared to  strike  them  with  dismay ;  a  pacification  therefor^ 
happily  engued,  and  much  public  calamity  was  thus  avoided.  * 

So  conscious  at  length,  was  the  c&binet  itself  of  the  impo* 
licy  of  a  contest,  especially  at  this  moment,  when  the  state 
of  France  became  -daily  more  ominous,  that  ^though  the 
necessary  papers  and  expences  incident  to  the  anfiament 
were  presented,  yet  all  discus^on  on  this  sul^ect  was  stu- 
diously avoided.  Mr.  Whitbread,  however,  resolved  to  pro* 
Toke  a  contest.  Accordingly,  on  February  29,  1792,  he 
moved  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  enquire  into 
this  sub^t ;  and  boldly  contended,  "  that  in  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  ministers  on  this  occasion,  it  neither  required  in- 
genuity to  invent  a  charge,  nor  eloquence  t*  enforce  tb^ 
criminality."  He  termed  the  late  preparations  in  our  porta, 
"  a  wanton,  foolish,  unnecessary,  and  extravagant  measure^ 
v^ch,  as  ^peared  by  the  result,  could  never  prove  advan- 
tageous, either  to  this  country  or  her  allies,"  and  he  took  credit 
to  the  opposition,   for  having  averted  "  an  unjust,   unpnv 

*  The  emprna  sttribated  the  nbole  merit  oflhii  measure  la  the  be*d  of  die  opfo- 
liiion,  alitiK  biut  the  iiJicited  foe  her  Ubnrj'.  Areutdingly,  oiie  id  rnvble  in  the 
pOHCMian  of  Eirl  riizwIUiua,  m»>  iramedlaieljr  innimitted  lu  5l.  Feicnbnrgb.  Her 
Imperial  Mijeilj.  confeued  her  obligitiona  to  Mr.  F.  id  a  note,  vrilten  in  the  f  rendi 
language^  and  bj  her  own  hand,  ii  was  framed^  glazed^  aud  placed  io  a  eon^icuBua 
aituuitai  at  St.  Aane'a  Hill.  A  gemlemui  oa  pnuiing  it  one  dajraFlet  dlDoer,  obtened 
to  hit  boat,  that  ibe  auguit  Ulhetioe,  had  comoiined  a  f^roaa  miitdie,  in  reaped  1* 
one  remarkable  word,  which  ibe  had  apeli  Gim  iniieid  of  Guerre.  To  thia  the  other 
^Ijreplieil,  *' thM  it  wu  aomething  ibigutu,  that  >o great  abelligerent  paiieriibaul<V 
be  ignonnt  of  lln  own  tnde." — Ed^ 
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voked,  and  impolitic  war,  with  all  its  alanning  ctmsequmces. 
In  addition  to  this,"  adds  he,  "  let  it  be  recollected,  that  we 
have  arrested  the  deEtnictive  and  eborf  sighted  (^teration  of 
the  premier's  misguided  and  mistaken  polity,  at  a  period 
when  he  is  in  the  zenith  of  his  power,  after  a  long  continuance 
in  one  of  the  highest  o£Bciai  ntuations,  and  with  a  very  great 
and  numerons  majority  at  his  bade  to  support  whatever  mea- 
sures he  proposed  to  their  acquiescing  judgment,  arid  ctmipliant 
friendship. 

"  The  domestic  misery,  which  always  accompanies  unne- 
cessary armamraits,  ou^t  to  have  operated  against  any  [H'e- 
(»pitate  measures  of  this  kind.  The  recent  mode  of  arming 
and  disarming  the  navy  is  crud  in  the  extreme ;  by  this  de- 
testable assumption  of  power  men  are  torn'  from  their  families, 
their  habits  of  industry  are  subverted ;  and  on  ihe  adjustm^t 
of  a£&irs,  they  are  abandoned  to  the  world,  without  any  pro- 
vision  for  their  fiiture  wd&re.  The  papers  on  the  table  present 
nothing  but  a  mutilated  monument  of  ministerial  arrogance.  I 
cannot  submit  to  the  miserable  expedient  by  way  o£  asel  ^ 
that  the  finances  of  the  country  are  in  a  prosperous  state,  and 
the  fimds  at  lune^-six.  Our  national  debt  has  encreaaed  so 
much  of  late,  that  we  have  become  a  nation  of  stock-jobbers, 
80  that  <^inioQg  fluctuate  with  the  rise  and  &U  of  the  funds. 
Yet  I  cannot  conclude,  without  paying  a  compliment  to  the 
magnanimity  of  a  noUeman  of  high  rank,  and  ^lendid 
talents  *,  who  has  resigned  his  place,  rather  than  submit  to 
ofHnicMis  that  are  in  direct  opposition  to  his  own." 

About  this  period,  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  occupied 
the  pubUc  attration  in  no  common  d^;ree.  The  case  of  So- 
merset, a  n£^ro  of  Jamaica,  who  was  brought  to  England  by 
his  master,  bad  some  years  before  excited  the  attrition  of  the 
nation.  After  being  abandoned  during  his  illness,  and  left 
to  perish  in  the  streets,  he  was  rescued  from  &mine  and  disease 
by  the  humanity  of  the  late  Granville  Sharp,  grandson  of  the 

•  ITiit  illuiion  abtkniil]*  legBrdi  the  lite  Fnncii  Gudolpliln,  fifth  Duke  of  LeeJi, 
tar  mmt  time  Secreurj  of  Siite  for  For* i|;D  ASaln,  which  ofGce  mi  declined  bj  ha' 
Giace,  iDI79>.    He  diediu  1799,  lad  wm  tucceeded  b;  hiiion.— Ed, 
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celebrated  Dr.  John  Sharp,  Archbishqi  of  York,  who  ww 
the  champioD  of  the  Protestant  religicHi,  and  English  liberty, 
during  die  reign  of  James  II.  This  worthy  and  huniADe  gen- 
tleman, after  clothing  the  l«d,  recoidmeaded  him  to  the  ser- 
vice of  a  lady,  from  behind  whose  coach  he  was  snatched  by 
his  pretended  owner,  and  sent  to  prison  aa  a  run-ainc^  slave  I 
l^s  gave  birth  to  the  famous  case,  by  Mr.  Hargrave,  then  a 
very  young  man,  who  was  employed  as  a  counsel  upon  the 
occasion ;  and  by  a  solenm  decision  of  the  twelve  judges  it 
was  declared,  that  in  Eng^d,  no  man  could  have  a  property 
in  his  fellow-creature.  Nor  did  Mr.  Sharp  end  here  ,■  for  he 
instituted  a  society  for  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade,  and  to 
him,  as  the  original  author,  ou^t  to  be  attributed  the  honour 
and  glory  of  Buatching  millions  of  his  fellow-creatures,  from  the 
merdless  gra^  of  avarice,  crudty,  soA  (^prewjon. 

IVom  the  first  momoit  oS  his  political  career,  the  subject  of 
diis  mnnoir  declared  himsdf  an  avowed,  steady,  and  eealous 
friend  for  the  su{^resaJoo  of  such  an  inhunui  trafic^  He 
gave  his  vote  and  his  «upport  to  that  measure,  and  on  many 
occasions  displayed  his  doquence  bdbre  a  crowded  and  a|>- 
plauding  seaate,  in  behalf  of  persecuted  humanity.  Mr. 
ClariuMm,  who  is  himself  entitled  to  ao  much  praise,  on  account 
(f  hiButiifonn  and  enlightened  zeal,  bean  flmf^tstfiixmBy  to  the 
smits  aS  a  man  who  argued  the  question  on  a  grand  scal^  and 
^y  and  at  length  aucceesfiilly  c<atmded :  "  that  it  was  can* 
traiy  to  aatore  and  to  er^  prisoiple  of  jiustic^  hmaaiuty, 
and  religion  *."  Nor  aa^  tbe  merits  of  i^  ivikac  oa  tias 
oocsHOB  to  be  fivgotten,  Stt  he  also  silerpoMd  and  generoudy 
undeitoak  from  his  private  pune  to  make  good  aU  injuries  to 
such  individuals  as  m%ht  be  damnified  by  t^eir  testimony  on 
diis  occoaioii.  Ilus,  we  believe,  was  one  of  the  last  acts  of  his 
lifey  far  be  died  soon  afier,  leaving  landed  and  chattel  propes^ 
to  an  immoise  amount,  all  of  whidi  had  be«a  acquired  dwing 
tiie  life  of  a  single  individaal.  In  1799  the  son  erecteda  i^en- 
did  monument  to  the  memory  of  ttiis  parent  in  the  church  ol 

•  SteHi*toi}«f  the  Abolition  of  the  StinTVade,  vol.  i.p.sia. 
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Coidingtcn,  Bedfiirdsbirc,  which  was  exhibited  for  some  time 
at  the  Royal  Academy  as  a  chef^ceuvre.  It  is  the  lait  work 
of  the  late  J.  Bacon,  R.  A.  and  has  been  esteemed  one  of  his 
be«t.  The  principal  6gure  repreAnts  a  dying  man  supported 
by  Reli^on,  in  the  form  of  a  female,  who  points  to  the  glorie 
of  heaven  aa  a  reward  for  his  good  actions ;  while  the  figure  of 
Benevolence,  in  a  reclining  posture,  is  weeping  at  his  feet. 

Having  paid  this  last  tribute  of  filial  respect,  he  obtained  an 
act  of  parliament,  granting  an  extension  of  powers  in  respect  to 
die  limitations  of  his  will,  and  now  found  himself  in  possession 
not  only  of  the  gifts  of  fortune,  but  happy  in  his  union  with  an 
uniable  lady,  with  whom  be  had  already  five  cbildrHi,  who 
promised  bereafler  to  be  the  stay  and  solace  of  his  declining 
life.  In  addition  to  this,  he  enjoyed  a  high  and  unspotted  re- 
putation as  a  senator,  and  already  enjoyed  a  degree  of  popa- 
larity  which  seldmn  fells  to  the  lot  of  so  young  a  man.  From 
this  short  but  necessary  excursion,  we  now  return  to  an  histori- 
cal detuX  of  his  parliamentary  labours. 

As  Mr.  Whitbread  was  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Bedford,  and  took  an  active  part  at  the  quarter 
'  sessifRis,  he  was  not  an  inattentive  spectator  of  die  occun-Esices 
diat  took  place,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  in  1795,  and  no 
inadequate  judge  <^  the  best  means  of  aflbrding  relief.  It  must 
be  allowed,  however,  that  the  secondary  causes  which  gave  rise 
to  our  former  as  well  as  our  present  difficulties,  were  and  are  <^ 
so  obscure  and  complicated  a  nature,  that  they  seem  to  evade 
all  search  and  defy  the  keenest  penetration.  The  member  for 
Bedford,  howevw,  perceived  one  very  obvions  ev3  to  wliich  he 
thought  an  immediate  r^nedy  might  be  found,  lite  me^s- 
trstes  having  a  power  vested  in  diem  of  altering  that  competi- 
tion which  ought  ever  to  take  place  in  the  article  c^  labour,  as 
it  still  obtuns  in  regard  to  all  other  commodities,  by  fimig  a 
maximum  of  wages,  in  so  fer  as  respects  the  husbandman,  he 
thought  diat  a  minimym  or  lowest  sum  to  be  takoi,  ought  a^so 
to  be  prescribed  by  law,  as  it  would  thus  establi^  a  doso-  ratio 
between  the  price  of  work  and  the  price  of  food.  He  accord- 
ingly brought  in  a  irfU  fer  this  purpose,  mi  Nov.  29,  and  ob- 
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-  tained  the  ^probation  and  assistance  of  Mr.  Fox  and  msnjr 
ottiers  apoD  this  occasion ;  but  he  experienced  the  opposition  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  who,  after  foiUng  him,  was,  in  his  turn,  foiled  him- 
self in  relation  to  the  same'^ubject.  That  eloquent  minister 
now  endeavoured  to  amend  the  Poor  Laws,  and  meliorate  the 
condition  of  the  peasantry  and  working  classes,  who  at  that 
period  called  aloud  for  assistance  and  relie£  For  this  purpose 
he  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  institution  (^friendly  societies;  the 
more  effectual  relief  of  poor  families  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  their  children ;  and  the  loan  of  small  sums  payable  at 
distant  periods.  So  extensive  and  at  the  same  time  so  beneficent 
was  his  plan,  that  he  proposed  to  provide  cottagers  with  cows* 
and  banish  the  shadow  of  poverty,  from  the  nation.  But  like 
most  of  those  who  have  hitherto  tampered  with  the  Poor  Law^ 
he  soon  discovered  that  the  disease  was  radical,  while  the  reme- 
dies he  proposed  were  merely  topical,  whereas  the  pl^n  and 
practical  proposition  of  the  member  for  Bedford  was  simply 
calculated  to  enable  the  wages  of  the  labourer  to  maint^n  faim- 
sdf,  without  the  degradation  or  necessity  of  applying  for  paro- 
chial relief 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  here  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  was  an  open,  uniform,  and  avowed  enemy  to  the  first 
French  war,  in  1793,  which  he  always  conceived  and  main- 
tiuned  to  be  equally  unnecessary  and  unjust.  Whether  right 
or  wrong  in  this  opinion  he  deemed  it  politic  for  the  country  to 
be  always  on  its  guard  against  both  the  secret  machinations 
and  open  attacks  of  a  powerful  and  vindictive  enemy.  Accord- 
ingly in  1 797,  when  a  French  squadron  appeared  <^  Bantry 
Bay,  and  both  nations  were  alarmed  at  the  apparent  practica- 
bility of  an  invasion,  he  condemned  the  n^ligence  of  the  mijii- 
Bters  on  this  occasion,  and  on  March  Sd  moved  for  a  committee 
to  enquire  into  their  conduct  In  the  course  of  his  speech  he 
stated,  Uiat  the  city  of  Cork,  with  stores  and  provisions  to  the 
amount  <^  nearly  one  million  and  a  hal^  were  in  danger  of  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  foe.  On  this  occasion  the  Treasury 
Bench  did  not  court  an  enquiry;  on  the  contrary  its  members 
took  refuge  under  shelter  of  the  previous  ^uestimu 
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It  was  St  the  same  time  his  declared  (pinion,  that  a  treat; 
«hould  take  place  with,  and  &ir  terms  be  offered,  to  France, 
by  whatever  form  (^  rule  she  might  chuice  to  be  go- 
verned. In  pursuance  of  this  he  strenuously  insisted  on  the 
policy  of  aegodating  either  with  the  Directorial  or  the  Consu- 
lar Authorities;  and  when  Bonaparte,  after  overturning  both 
in  Buccession,  had  assumed  the  supreme  conunand,  and  pre- 
sumed to  address  a  letter  to  the  King  of  England,  in  which 
he  affected  a  most  ardent  desire  to  terminate  hostilities,  and 
i^mre  the  fiirther  efiusion  of  blood ;  Mr.  Whitbread,  in  open 
Parliament,  disagreed  with  Mr.  Dundas  *,  then  Secretary  <^ 
State,  on  the  proprie^  of  discountenancing  these  overtures. 
That  minister,  having  moved  an  address  to  the  throne  in  1800, 
fi>r  the  purpose  of  approving  the  conduct  of  His  Majesty's 
government ;  he  seized  that  opportunity  of  once  more  making 
an  exphcit  avowal  of  his  political  saitimaits: 

"  Mr.  Speak^^Having  been  always  of  opinion  that  this 
war  might  have  been  avoided  in  the  first  instance,  and  having 
uniformly  opposed  its  prepress,  whenever  occasitm  offered,  I  can- 
not re&ain  from  delivering  my  sratiments  on  the  subject  of  the 
present  negociation.  The  Right  Honourable  Secretaty  has 
set  off  artfully  enough,  by  calling  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  all  those  enormities  which  had  taken  place  since  the  con^ 
mcncement'of  the  French  revolution;  and  asking  if  any  person 
would  now  justify  it  ?  For  my  part  I  have  ever  maintained  but 
one  opinion  on  the  subject ;  and  X  am  free  to  say,  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  interference,  the  foUy,  and  ambition  of  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  the  French  revolution  woold,  at  this  time, 
have  borne  a  very  different  complexion ;  but  every  attempt  to 
repress  its  evils  has  only  disseminated  diem  wider.  Added  to 
ti[  this,  a  wane  e&ct  has  fi[^owed,  which  is  the  ^ctinction  of 
liberty  itt  almost  every  part  of  Europe  under  the  pretext  of  / 
counteracting  the  licentious  princijdes  of  France. 

"  The  right  himourable  gentleman  has  remarked,  that  from 
die  comnuncemei^tof  the  revolution  France  had  shewn  a  sove- 

■  The  first  ViM(nui(4U«1rill*. 
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reign  conte^npt  of  treaties ;  and,  within  these  ten  yean  put,  has 
been  at  war  with  ahnost  every  state  in  Europe  In  raying  this 
the  right  honourable  g^itlanan  has  only  prcmounced  his  own 
panegyric ;  for  he  has  informed  the  House  that  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  invite  erery  power  in  Europe  to  unite  in  one  com- 
mon cause  agtunst  France,  the  common  Kiemy  of  nnuAinf^, 
In  this  he  succeeded ;  but  whether  irom  want  of  good  &lth, 
alnlity,  or  power,  the  views  of  the  alliei  have  hem  frustrated, 
and  the  IVench  revolution  has  always  risen  superior  to  their 
adverse  endeavours. 

'*  The  right  honourable  gentleman  olgects  highly  to  the 
conduct  of  the  French  nilerG  in  respect  to  neutral  nations ;  but 
does  he  not  recollect  tiie  conduct  of  Prussia  towards  Ham^ 
buif^  ?  Does  he  forget  Lord  Hervey  and  Lord  Hood,  who 
ordered  tbe  French  ministers  to  be  dinnissed  fixon  Florence? 
Does  he  forget  Mr.  Drake  at  Genoa,  and  the  threats  <i^iidi  in- 
duced that  neutral  power  to  dismiss  her  Frendi  iidiabitanta  ? 

"  There  certainly  was  a  great  oversight  committed  by  the 
ri^t  honourable  gendeman,  in  cmnfdaining  to  much  of  the 
French  for  that  very  crime  in  which  we  ourselves  were  equally 
involved. 

*'  Tlie  -want  of  good  &ith  had  been  allfiged  as  a  reason  for 
not  n^ociatiDg  witli  FVaooe.  I  ahoidd  be  glad  to  know  if  His 
Mageaty's  ministers  have  always  acted  npoo  priodplee  of  goat 
fiotb  in  tii^r  former  negodatkms  widi  that  conntry  ? 

"  Tbe  jacobin  government  existing  at  the  time  of  Loid 
Malmeabnry's  embassy,  was  no  obstacle  to  a  negodaticrn  in  the 
estimation  of  his  l(»<dship,  or  of  those  who  sent  him.  He 
was  not  commis«<med  to  insist  on  a  renunciaticHi  upon  their 
part  -of'  existing  prinriples,  or  on  ackncnrledgmenta  tending  lo 
Ih^r  own  crimination.  Yet  without  thdse  essentials,  these 
preliminaries,  his  lordship  expected  good  &ith  on  their  part 
to  any  treaty  that  might  have  been  oondnded;  otitexwiee  his 
attempt  at  negociation  could  not  have  berai  sincere.  But  how 
did  the  present  professions  of  mimstera  agree  with  this  theor 
past  conduct  ?  or  how  could  the  declaration  of  His  Majesty  be 
at  all  justified*  uolesB  we  clearly  uadentood  ibaX  «VGaa  a  jacolnn 
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government  nwy  be  treated  with  on  prindplee  of  reciprocal 
goodfiittb?  For  His  Miyesty,  even  at  a  tiine  when  the  country 
was  elated  by  the  Tidory  of  Lord  Dnncan,  had  declared  his 
{mdfic  widies  to  the  French  nuion. 

"  Tlii^  however,  were  now  changed;  and  His  Majesty's 
auniBten  had  abandoned  the  idea  (^  treating  with  a  jacobin 
gorerHmtnt,  though  it  had  been  before  no  interdicted  thing ; 
for  Hie  Mejerty  had  Airiy  and  fully  declared  that  be  was  ready 
to  negocaate  with  such  a  government.  Two  attempts  were 
made  to  this  effect ;  nor  were  the  French  to  be  justified  for  any 
•hare  tfaey  might  have  in  rraideting  them  inefiectual. 

"  In  the  second  ne^ociation  at  Lisle  one  set  of  pl^potenti- 
aries  was  recalled,  ond  a  more  Jacobinical  set  sent  in  their 
places :  still  no  t^ectiiHi  was  started  to  fiirdier  n^ociation ; 
bat  His  Majesty  dedared  in  the  face  c^  aU  Europe  tfaat  he  was 
ready  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  them^  if  their  overtures  had 
been  at  all  reconcilable  to  the  honour  and  interests  of  his  sub- 
jects and  Ib8  i^es. 

"  A  revolution  in  France  now  puts  in  power  one  person  in- 
Btead  <^  five.  Tbet  pwson  thinks  proper  to  make  overtures  to 
His  Majesty ;  end  tUs  be  does  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the 
rights  of  dvfliwd  unions,  and  in  no  way  incompatible  with  that 
reifieot  wbidi  is  doe  from  one  crowned  head  to  another.  In 
uyb^  craatted  head,  Mr.  liVydl)read  ifisdaimed  every  inten- 
li<Hi  tm  hia  part  of  softening,  by  any  terpis,  whatever  crime 
sMached  to  tJie  !Gra  consul  of  France  in  his  late  assumption  of 
power. 

*'  His  power,  however  attained,  if  once  consolidated,  must, 
'he  said,  be  respected  as  well  as  the  most  Intimate.  But,  as  it 
)ioW  precariously  stood,  the  House  wbs  called  upon  to  con^der 
cm  the  propriety  of  negociation;  to  discountenance  which  many 
ngummts  had  been  drawn  from  the  character  of  the  first  con- 
tbl,  who  was  tepresof  ted  bo&  as  an  infractor  of  treaties,  and  an 
unprincipled  blasphemer.  Every  topic  that  could  revile,  and 
every  art  that  could  blacken,  had  b^n  resorted  to,  for  the  pur- 
IMiseb  of  political  slander ;  and  he  was  very  soiry  to  see  that 
the  iirtetc^ed  correspondmce,  strengthened  and  embellished 
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with  notes,  and,  perlij^  too,  garbled,  had  made  its  ^pearanca 
with  a  view  to  prejudice  the  country  against  the  chief  consul,  and 
thereby  to  set  at  a  dietance  every  hope  of  a  n^ociation  for  peac& 

"  It  had  beqi  said  by  the  right  honourable  geutleman,  that 
suice  B(maparte  had  been  known  to  mankind,  in  no  one  in- 
stance had  he  ever  observed  a  treaty,  or  kept  an  armistice. 
But  before  attention  was  paid  to  such  vague  asserticm,  or  the 
House  came  to  any  conclusion,  they  should  turn  their  eyes  to 
matter  of  &ct  It  was  not  general  declamation  alone  that 
should  influence  persons  to  vote  for  the  proposed  address.  If 
assertions  had  been  made  which  were  not  true,  the  House  -, 
should  beware  of  reposing  any  further  confidence  in  those  who 
had  misled  them. 

"  It  was  well  known  that  the  preliminaries  of  heohea  were 
not  broken,  or  the  peace  with  Austria  inEringed,  by  Bona- 
parte ;  for  b^re  these  events  took  place,  he  had  left  Eurc^>e. 
Even  by  any  influence  in  the  councils  of  France  he  could 
not  be  supposed  to  have  had  e  band  in  the  infi^ictions  of  those 
treaties. 

"  The  conduct  of  Bonaparte  at  Venice  Mr.  Whitbread  did 
not  attempt  to  defend,  any  more  than  he  did  that  of  Austria. 
They  were  both  alike  culpable ;  and  both,  so  &r  as  their  tran- 
sactions at  Venice  went,  equally  unworthy  of  being  treated 
with.  France  at  all  times  had  been  notorious  for  her  want  of 
&ith  in  keeping  treaties ;  but  it  was  known  also  that  other 
governments  kef^  them  no  longer  than  they  were  found  bene- 
ficial. England  was  now  smarting  under  the  treachery  4^ 
Prussia,  who  took  a  subsidy  firom  this  country,  and  then  ran 
away  &om  her  engagements.  England,  however,  was  sud  to 
be  actuated  by  nobler  vlewsj  and  to  respect  and  adhere  firmly 


"  I  will  now  demand  of  His  Majesty's  ministers  whether  they 
have  not  endeavoured  repeatedly  to  provoke  Austria  and  Prussia 
to  an  infraction  of  their  treaties  ?  Their  charity,  he  was  afreiict 
in  this  instance  b^an  at  home.  This  general  charge  of  want 
of  good  faith  he  did  not  mean  as  any  justification  of  the  viola- 
tion of  treaties;  but  to  shew  that  if  ministers  would  treat  with 
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Tooae  but  immaculate  govenuneuts  they  could  never  expect  to 
have  an  ally  or  friend.  Another  charge  vas  brou^t  against 
Bonaparte,  namely,  his  condnct  towards  the  Cisalpine  republic 
But  this  was  totally  unmerited  on  his  part,  as  it  was  the  entire 
act  of  "^e  executive  directory. 

"  The  right  htmourable  gentleman  then  came  to  the  I^yp- 
tian  expedition,  whose  detail  waa  reported  to  be  replete  with 
horrors. 

"  But  before  I  can  ^ve  credit  to  what  was  lately  published 
concerning  it  in  the  interested  letters,  or  form  any  judgment 
oHhe  conduct  c^  Bonaparte,  I  would  b^  to  know  if  the  docu- 
ments laid  before  the  public  were  given  just  as  they  were  found ; 
nothing  kept  back,  and  nothing  modified,  to  answer  any  uni- 
sta  purpose  whatever?.  Waving  this  objection,  however,  I 
would  take  the  letters  just  as  they  are;  and,  on  an  examinatiDn 
of  them,  it  is  imposuble  to  avmd  charing  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  with  some  d^^;ree  of  inaccuracy  in  his  statements. 

"  It  was  said  that  Bonqiarte  ordered  General  Kleber  to 
negodate  with  the  Porte,  but  to  delay  the  completion  of  the 
treaty  till  such  time  as  h6  should  hear  from  France.  The  com- 
[detioQ  of  the  treaty  was  the  evacuation  of  Egyptf  which  Kleber 
migtit  v&ry  well  have  been  told  to  delay,  without  any  reasonable 
charge  of  treachery  on  the  side  of  Bon^tarte.  It  was  sud 
that  he  who  could  have  invaded  ^^gypt  ought  never  to  be  treated 
with.  To  seize  and  colonize  that  country  had  always  bem  a 
fiivourite  scheme  of  the  old  govenuneiit  of  France.  The  only 
di&r«Ke,  therefor^  between  the  two  is,  that  the  new  govern^ 
ment  ctf  France  had  executed  what  the  old  oq^  had  only 
{dannad, 

"  Treachery  of  that  kind,  however,  was  not  confined  tQ 
France:  for  Prussia,  could  seize  Silesia;  and  three  of  the  first 
powers  of  Europe  while  England  was  a  tame  spectator,  could 
divide  and  appropriate  to  themselves  the  unfortunate  kingdom 
of  Poland.  Yet  Austria  and  Kussia,  the  chief  agents  in  thia 
transaction,  are  still  our  good  and  true  allies ;  and  with  thia 
contradiction  staring  them  in  the  feces,  ministers  refuse  to  treat 
wi&  one  whom  they  deem  treadierout  and  unjust. 

E 
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"  Bonaparte  is  full  as  good  as  they  are :  if  he  has  brduB 
treaties,  A>  have  they;  ifhe  has  killed  his  ten  thoiuaiids,  Suwar- 
row  abo  has  killed  his  ten  thousands. 

'*  The  right  htmourable  gentlenufu  had  said  what  he  wished 
to  be  the  result  of  the  war;  it  was  the  ranstatcment  of  the 
BoiirboD  &inily  on  the  throne  of  France,  and  for  this  England 
was  to  be  drtuned  of  her  blood  and  treasure.  If  the  conduct 
of  Bon^tarte  was  to  be  fiurly  considered,  he  might  i^qw&r 
much  more  worthy  of  confidence  than  was  geaierslly  supposed. 
His  letter  to  His  Majesty  was  fiiU  of  good  sense ;  equally  &ee 
both  frmn  repuUican  &miliari^  and  courtly  adulation.  Fro- 
paratory  to  any  negociation  tlie  ri^t  honouraUe  gaitleman 
seemed  to  suppt^e  that  it  is  necessaiy  for  Bonaparte  to  raiouncs 
all  the  principles  of  the  former  French  governments.  This  was 
completely  done.  He  had  sud  that  His  Mi^est^  ruled  in  the 
hearts  of  his  subjects ;  and  had  changed  his  address  entirdy  from 
the  rqniblican  mode.  This  certainly  was  a  tacit  reoundatioii 
of  the  principles  of  his  predecessors;  and  as  nuu^  as  could  be 
expected  from  the  goveroor  of  a  great  nation. 

"  The  perfidy  <^  Bom^iarte  had  been  discerned  in  his  at> 
tempt  to  make  a  s^iarate  peace ;  but  this  ^sponticHi  did  nof 
appear  in  the  letters  on  the  table.  There  was  not  one  e&> 
pressioD  which  could  lead  to  «uppose  that  he  ma  less  willing 
to  treat  with  the  allies  of  England  thim  with  Elngland  hersdf ; 
and  perhaps,  had  his  first  dispatches  been  recaved  widi  any  rea> 
aonable  consideration,  the  next  courier  sent  by  'Boaspute  would 
have  bron^t  orer  his  proposals  for  treating  with  ihoMnlliei. 

*'  Pacification  now  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  Bonaparte : 
this  the  whole  tenor  of  his  correspondence  amply  tertifiad; 
end  the  fi»table  expressiMiB  he  had  made  use  (^  though  in> 
direct,  soffidendy  proved  that  he  meant  to  include  our  allies. 
AU  the  arguments,  therefor^  drawn  from  a  ccmtrary  sup- 
position, to  set  aside  a  n^ociaticm  for  peace,  must  be  ins- 
pected of  being  rather  unsound  and  ftdladous.  But  let  it  be 
supposed  that  while  we  refuse  to  n^odate,  our  enemies  act  a 
contraiy  part,  and  seize  the  moment  of  pacific  overtures  fivra 
Bonq>arte.      What  then  would  be'  the  ciHuequence  ?   We 
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should  be  left  to  treat  at  some  future  time,  on  grounds  &r 
less  advantageous  than  the  present.  The  tight  honourable 
goitleman  seemed  to  forget  the  humiliating  circimistancea  of  a 
£>nner  nf^^ociation,  die  necessity  of  which  was  dictated  by  a 
desertion  of  our  allies.  Such  an  event  might  happen  again ; 
and  how  &r  it  was  prudent  to  submit  the  country  to  such  a 
contingency,  the  House  were  then  to  judge. 

"  The  present  goTemment  of  France  had  met  the  unlimited, 
nnqoalified  abuse  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  :  it  was 
unworthy  of  all  confidence;  there  could  be  no  security  in  its 
most  solemn  treaties ;  but  the  question  still  recurred.  How 
could  we  treat  with  a  former  government  stained  with  the 
same  crimes,  and  chargeable  with  the  same  levity  of  councils  ? 
The  restoration  of  the  anci«it  line  of  Princes  was  a  desirable 
event.  What,  therefore,  was  asked  of  Bonaparte?  or  what 
bad  ministers,  in  their  commmiications  with  him,  endeavoured 
to  exact  preparatory  to  a  n^;ociati<m  for  peace?  That 
Bonaparte  should  acknowledge  himself  an  usurper,  recant 
bis  prin<dples,  and  descend  from  the  throne  that  be  now  BSSf 
to  accotQmodate  a  branch  of  the  fiunily  of  Bourbon  !  Such 
was  the  very  modest  deure  of  ministers,  and  what,  no  doubt, 
their  uncerity  had  led  than  to  suppose  the  chief  consul  would 
comply  with.  But  was  it  really  the  wish  of  the  people  of 
En^and  to  lavisb  their  blood  and  treasure,  to  restore  to  the 
thrcme  of  France  the  &mily  of  Bourbon  ?  There  were,  he  knew, 
swne  fimatics  who  would  contend  for  this ;  but  he  hoped  their 
numbers  were  few.  Themajivityoftbepeople,  he  believed,  pos- 
■eased  better  sense,  and  wmild  wish  to  fight  in  a  better  cause. 

"  The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  carried  his  veneration  <^ 
tlie  ancient  royal  family  <^  Prance  to  an  extravagant  length) 
by  an  endeavour  to  palliate  their  crimes ;  tf  they  were  perfidious, 
tfieir  perfidy  was  of  a  nc^le  kind ;  if  ambitiouB,  their  ambition 
was  of  the  most  sublime  nature.  Let  me  ask,  if  the  right 
honourable  genti«nan  had  forgotten  the  conduct  of  Louis 
die  Fourteenth  in  his  seizure  of  Holland,  and  the  perfidy  of 
die  Bourbcm  fianily  during  the  American  war,  by  which  a 
wh<^  coatiaeDt  was  separated  from  its  mother-state  ?  It  was 
F  2 
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from  the  injustice  of  this  &inily  that  the  revolution  itself  mif^ 
take  its  date.  Loais  XIV.  had  acted  the  part  of  the  most 
cruel  tyrant,  in  his  persecuting  for  religion,  and  extirpating 
by  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantea,  so  many  thousandi 
of  his  best  subjects.  By  such  means  were  the  auctions  of 
the  nation  alienated  from  the  Bourbon  iiunily ;  and  iras  it  the 
duty  of  this  country  to  reverse  the  penalties  they  chose  to 
inflict  upon  it  ?  Could  it  be  supposed  that  it  was  the  cbiiy  of 
Englishmen  to  restore  a  banished  king  to  his  throne,  or  the 
pope  to  his  tiara? 

**  I  .now  insist,  that  we  are  contending  either  for  tme 
or  other  of  these  two  things:  to  reinstate  a  Bourbon  on 
the  throne^  or  to  determinate  the  rest  of  those  persons  in 
France  who  held  Jacobinical  principles.  If  the  former  sup- 
position be  true,  we  are  lighting  for  an  unattainable  olgect, 
and  the  contest  must  be  endless ;  if  for  the  latter,  we  are 
fighting  for  an  opinicm;  and  both  are  equally  absurd. 
Bonaparte  himself  had  done  more  to  ruin  jacobinism  than 
any  other  person,  by  taking  all  the  executive  authority  into 
his  own  hands,  destroying  clubs,  and  repressing  the  licei^ 
tiousness  of  the  press.  That  great  organ  of  sedition  is-now 
laid  asleep.  Bon^arte  well  knew  that  till  that  was  done  hi> 
situation  could  not  be  secure.  It  is  denied  that  the  war  was 
continued  to  reinstate  the  family  of  Bourbon,  however  desiraUe 
such  an  event :  the  destruction  of  jacobinism  was  already  ac- 
complished, for  what  then,  it  might  be  asked,  was  the  war 
continued  ?  Till  Bonaparte  had  consolidated  his.  power,  and 
was  able  end  willing  to  maintain  his  engagements.  To  som* 
indefinite  time,  theretbre,  we  were  to  go  on,  amidst  all  the 
calamities  and  expences  of  hostilities.  The  &rce  of  lisle  was 
to  be  repeated  over  and  over  again ;  as  we  found  ourselTes 
distressed,  we  were  to  sue  for  n^ociations,  rec^ve  some  new 
insult,  get  the  national  spirit  roused,  and  fight  with  redoubled 
vigour. 

"  The  letter  of  Talleyrand  has  been  urged  as  an  E^polf^ 
for  that  of  lord  Grenville.  But  if  the  first  was  objectionable^ 
the  second  was  respected.     It  cfune  in  the  vaj  also  which  the. 
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forms  of  our  govemment  required ;  neither  did  it  contain  one 
offensive  expression.  Such  was  the  apparent  sincerity  of  the 
present  French  govemment.  They  would  negociate  if  we 
would  let  them.  So  unexceptionable  had  their  conduct  been, 
tiiat  arguments  drawn  by  Lord  Grenville  from  the  first  letter 
were  forced  to  be  employed  to  answer  a  second,  and  a  very 
different  one.  A  complete  negative,  however,  we  are  told, 
is  not  given  to  the  overtures  of  Bonaparte  for  peace ;  and  so 
fer  as  this  was  the  case  it  might  be  fortunate  for  the  country. 

**  B^re,  however,  any  decision  is  made  on  the  present 
question,  the  House  should  consider  the  relative  situation  of 
this  country  with  her  allies.  The  allies  do  not  qipear  to  enter 
at  all  into  each  others  views ;  there  seems  to  be  no  regular 
point  of  union  between  them,  no  community  of  interests.  One 
of  the  cofditions  against  France  has  already  fiiiled ;  and  a 
sh)^  fortunate  event  on  the  side  of  that  country  might  occasion 
B  second  dissolution  of  such  hrterc^eneous  materialB.  Austria 
did  not  pretend  to  have  any  communicatitm  or  connection 
with  us ;  she  has  even  refused  our  subsidies.  The  emperor  of 
Russia  has  declared  ipsojiicto  for  the  restoration  of  royalty  in 
France.  England  could  not  say  quite  so  much  on  this  subject, 
however  it  might  be  an  object  of  her  wishes.  On  this  point 
it  appeared  to  him  that  Russia  was  decaved ;  and  we  wae 
iJso  deceived  with  respect  to  the  cordiality  existing  between 
Austria  and  Russia.  In  the  foreign  papers  one  party  blamed 
the  other  for  ita  want  of  success  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
campa%n.  No  treaty  existed  between  than  that  bound  them 
to  any  one  point,  or  united  them  in  (Hie  system ;  but  they 
were  all  moving  in  irregular  orbits. 

"  Between  Russia  and  England  there  could  be  no  common 
cause.  The  alliance  between  Russia  and  the  Forte  was  but 
a  rope  of  sand.  The  emperor  of  Russia  evidently  wished  to 
aggrandise  himself  at  the  expence  of  the  Ottoman  mpire. 
Could  it  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  the  allies  would  ever  act 
in  any  kind  of  concert,  as  one  man  ?  And,  without  this,  com- 
Inned  operations  could  not  weU  be  successEiiL  X.et  me  bring  to 
the  recdlection  of  the  House  the  case  of  America,  which  had  bem 
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insulted  by  France,  and  every  thing  at  one  time  bore  the  ap- 
pearance of  hostility :  yet  the  president  of  that  countiy  has 
pursued  a  line  of  ctmduct  very  difTerent  from  what  we  had 
done,  by  appointing  a  person  to  n^pcjate  between  the  two 
nations.  This  conduct  the  ministers  of  this  country  might 
have  adopted ;  its  salvation,  he  thought  dep^ded  upon  iL"  The 
member  for  Bedford  concluded  by  saying  "  that,  under  our 
present  circumstances,  we  ought  not  to  refiise  the  proposals  of 
Bmufiarte  for  a  general  pacification  ;  and  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  this  natiim,  that  a  peace  should  be  concluded  as 
speedily  as  possible." 

It  is  thus  evidait,  that  no  member  of  either  house  was  a  more 
strenuous  advocate  for  peace  than  Mr.  AVhitbread;  but  he 
would  have  spumed  at  any  t^me  fraught  with  dishonour  to  bis 
native  country.  He  thought  a  treaty  for  that  purpose  was 
calculated  to  promote  its  best  interests ;  and  when  His  M^esty's 
ministers  afterwards  c<mcluded  the  pacification  of  Amiens, 
they  also  deemed  that  measure  beneficial  to  Great  Britain. 

M^nwhil^  the  cause  of  the  unfortunate  prisoners  in 
Enj^bnd  and  Scotland,  who  were  then  suj^ing  tm  account  of 
their  political  opinions,  never  ceased  to  occupy  his  ftttentdon. 

Accordingly,  he  interposed  boldly,  if  not  efectually,  in  the 
cases  of  Messrs.  Palmer,  Skirving,  Mdr  and  Gerald,  who  had 
been  sent  to  Botany  Bay,  in  consequence  of  the  avowal  -of 
their  opinions,  either  by  printed  or  oral  declarations  on  the 
two  great  subjects  of  political  attention  at  that  period,  viz. 
the  origin  of  the  war  abroad,  and  a  rc^nm  of  parliamoit  at 
home. 

At  length,  by  an  unexpected  change  in  the  calxnet,  Mr. 
Pitt  thought  pn^r  to  withdraw  from  the  management  of 
public  albiis,  and  Mr.  Addingttm,  then  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  now  Viscount  Sidmouth,  all  of  a  suddei 
became  Premier,  in  the  bc^nning  <^  ISOl.  The  short  epoch 
of  his  administration  was  marked  by  several  popular  reforms ; 
the  retrenchment  of  a  variety  of  abuses ;  the  creation  of  a 
board  for  the  investigation  of  public  accounts ;  and  finally,  by 
a  peace  with  Bonaparte. 
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The  q>irit  (^  his  system  survived  hie  power,  and  proved 
fetal  to  his  successors.  Mr.  Dimdas,  lately  created  Lord 
Melville  and  placed  at  the  bead  of  the  aew  Admiral^  Board, 
baving  been  loudly  caisured,  and  directly  implicated  on  ac- 
count of  malversations,  during  the  time  he  exercised  the  office 
of  Treasurer  of  the  Navy*  a  public  accuser  seemed  alcmc 
wanting.  One  poBsessing  a  high  character  tor  eloquence,  inte* 
grily,  and  tidents,  wba  at  l^gth  found  in  the  person  of  tfae  mem- 
ber for  Bedford,  who  on  the  8th  of  April  1805,  moved  certain 
resoluticMiB  all  tending  to  criminate  the  nobleman  in  question. 

Mr.  "Wbitbread  began  by  paying  many  compUments  to  the 
Commissiobers  of  Public  Accounts,  and  also  to  the  noble  lord 
with  whom  this  Board  had  originated  *.  "  The  HousC)"  he 
obsOTved,  "  would  have  litde  doubt,  that  they  had  detected  a 
variety  of  frauds  and  peculations,  parUculariy  in  the  tsith 
BcfKMt,  and  it  might  readily  be  pwoEOved,  that  Lord  Mdvill^ 
by  fx>nnivlng  at  mal^practiccs,  and  partidpatiiig  in  undiii 
omduments,  had  fiagrantLy  violated  the  law,  fin-  which  be 
deserved  fcensure ;  and  this  I  ttuat-  Will  be  follolred  up  hj 
adequate  punishment. 

"  The  charges  to  which  I  shall  now  confine  mysdl^  are^ 
lus  a^n^riaition  oi  the  puldic  mtmey*  in  breach  of  Um  law, 
and  Ids  connitatiee  with  an  individual  who  was  lus  servant. 
Such  accusations  agmust  men  hij^  in  c^ce  are  indeed  rar^ 
bnt  not  withiwt  precedent :  it  would  be  remembered  widi  whM 
severity  ^  noble  Lord  himself  had  charged  Sir  Thomas  Bun^ 
bold  with  (^fences  of  a  similar  nature  !  In  the  present  caw^ 
the  ConmtisBioners  had  assttted  in  their  tenth  Report,  that 
tfae  noble  Lord  had  acted  contrary  to  law;  and  that  there 
were  deficiencies  against  him,  to  die  amount  of  607,500^  It 
was  idso  at  the  same  lime  to  be  observed}  that  Messrs.  Trot^ 
tet,  Wilson,  and  Sprott,  were  here  implicated )  that  the  Bank 
of  Skiglahd  had  been  accustomed  to  pay  certaui  draila  irapro^ 
perly  drawn ;  while  to  the  Chanodkir  of  the  Exchequer  was 
imputed  die  bhun^  that  he  had  taken  no  steps  to  correct 

■  Eul  Si.Vinrant.    Tbii  nobltmu  mi  Ent  Loi^  of  the  Adminhj,  duiiiig  I/nd 

SidnoDtli'i  (doiiDiViuiOD. 
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theee  abuses,  Qiany  of  which  bad  been  apparent  Ibr  some 
years. 

"  In  ebort,  Mr.  Trotter  *  allowed  that  large  sums  of  monej' 
had  been  taken  out  en  Im  own  private  account ;  it  was  sIbo 
discovered,  that  the  gums  officially  d^K>sited  in  the  Bank,  had 
been  withdrawn,  lodged  with  private  bankers,  and  applied  to 
other  than  navdt  purposes.  Lord  Melville,  on  being  called 
on  to  explain  his  transactions,  stated  that  he  had  burnt  all  his 
vouchers^  while  Mr.  Long  had  received  money,  whidi  wa»  to 
foe  appropriated  to  services  not  of  a  naval  natur^  in  express 
violatioii  of  the  act.  In  short,  the  misappropriation  of  the 
public  mon^  has  been  traced  to  the  purchase  <^  Bank  Stock* 
India  Stock,  Navy  £91Is,  Sec"  He  concluded  by  moving 
variety  of  resolndraiB,  founded  on  these  facts,  all  tending  to  the 
utter  discredit  of  the  noUemau  in  question. 

To  this  motion  Mr.  Pitt  opposed  an  amraidmeit,  whicfa, 
however,  was  negatived,  by  a  majority'of  one,  (217  to  216) 
in  consequence  of  the  vote  of  the  Speaker,  In  the  course  t^  a 
few  days,  the  Viscount  thou^t  prefer  to  resign  his  office  at  the 
Admiralty  Board;  and  was  soon  after  struck  otit  of  the  list  ctf 
Privy  Councillors. 

Meanwhile,  in  consequence  of  the  sudden  danise  of  the- 
Premier,  and  an  unexpected  coalition  between  Lord  Grenville 
and  Mr.  Fox,  the  two  latter  come  into  office.  On  this  occsr- 
fion^  Mr.  Grskine  bemg  raised  to  the  peerage^  was  ^^Kiinted 
Lord  High  Chancellor,  and  was  consequently  destined  to  pre- 
tdde  at  the  triaL 

On  the  1 1  th  of  Jnn^  'Viscount  Melville  made  his  defence. with- 
in the  bar  of  the  House  i^  Commons ;  and  was  fiilly  replied 
to  by  the  member  for  Bedford  j  after  which,  an  impeftcmaent 
was  finally  decided  upon.  Twenty-four  members  were  accords 
ingly  nominated  for  this  purpose,  and  the  articles  being  exhi- 
bited in  the  usual  manner,  proceedings  conunenced  in  Wes&. 
minster-Hall,  April  39,  1806. 

At  length,  after  a  trial  unra^ampled  on  account  of  its  short- 
ness, on  June  12,  which  was  the  thirteenth  and  last  day, 

*  Pijmuttr  of  the  Niij  dejiutMKiit,  tutdtr  Ixod  MiltUl*. 
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Henry  Viseoimt  Melvilte  was  acquitted  hy  a  m^oiinj,  firom  all 
the  above  charges.  But  although  the  final  decisifm  did  not 
prove  exactly  as  had  been  expected  perhaps  by  the  ComnuHU, 
yet  not  a  single  voice  was  raised  against  the  member  for  Bed- 
ford. In  his  character  of  a  public  accuser,  he  had  conducted 
himself  with  becoming  propriety.  Unlike  Lord  Cok^  and 
Lord  Verulam  in  former  times,  and  Mr.  Burke  in  our  own ; 
no  one  personal  redectioa  —  not  an  impropw  epith^ — not  a 
single  outrageous  expression  was  suffered  to  escape  &am  his 
lips.  On  the  contrary,  he  seized  an  early  opportunity  to  pay  a 
wdl-merited  con^ilimait  to  the  filial  piety  of  the  present  Vis- 
count, who  accompanied  his  &ther,  and  did  n<rt  oadt  to  ac- 
knowledge the  talents  and  abilities  of  the  supposed  delinqaent. 
Accordingly^  although  his  powers  of  mind  remained  uium- 
paired,  and  his  industry  unquestioned,  die  object  cf  the  im<- 
'peachment,  notwithstandii^  the  veraatili^  ai  his  taloits,  waa 
never  after  empk^ed  by  the  Crown  *.  Nor  ought  it  to  be 
wnitted  in  this  place,  that  while  the  public  cause  was  not 
neglected  on  one  hand,  nor  the  feelings  of  the  accused  minJt^iT ' 
mwecessarily  wounded  on  the  other,  the  public  prosecutor 
took  this  opportuni^  to  pay  a  handsome  complimcoic  to  the 
virtues,  tid^itc^  and  abilities  of  William  Pitt,  who  had  recently 
and  prematurely  expired,  notwithstanding  he  had  opposed 
nearly  every  measure  of  bis  public  life. 

•  Vucounl  MelTJIIc,  wu  ippolDled  Lord  Advonu  oT  Scothnd,  in  1J}i  |  in  1T91 
he  bentne  iKcreui;  of  Stale  Tor  ihc  Home  Deputnent,  during  the  •dmimnntioD  of 
tbekta  Mr.  Fin,  inconpanj  Klibwhaiii  lieiAcrwirdi  rtlired  Ibi  ■whileframbn^BMi, 
•ad  Rgiin  rcumied  to  emplojoient.  Id  llie  coune  of  hit  public  lifs,  in  idditiOD  to  the 
tiro  importini  uScei,  ilreid;  mentioned  i  he  acleJ,  in  luceuiion,  u  Pmident  of  iha 
Boud  of  CotiUDul)  Secntu;  of  State  for  ilu  Wu  De^rtnwnt;  TrrHom  of  the 
Ntvj  i  mi  Gnt  Lord  of  ihe  Adminlty.  He  wu  cmled  a  ViKounl  in  l  S03,  md  died 
ID  1SI4,  of  in  obscure  diieiK,  uiging  tt  hu  been  laidi  from  ni  ouiGntioa  of  tha 

While  a  jonng  dub,  he  paid  great  ■iteniion  to  hit  ita^ea,  (nd  vat  acautomed,  eten 
xfter  ibejr  wen  comiileted,  occasioniilj  to  attend  the  leclum  of  tereial  of  the  iDoit 
eninent  ptofeiton  at  Edinburgh.  Jlltbaugh  greallj  attached  lo  ihe  pleamiei  of  (be 
table,  he  uner  oeglMted  public  biuinen.  I  wm  in&rmtd  b;  ■  gentleman,  whooccu- 
||ied  a  high  tiiuaiion  at  ihr  India  Boatd,  that  slthnu^jh  he  irgularlji  ((paired  u>  Wimble- 
don, bj  icven  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  jiet  ha  genenllj  fuund,  ibll  the  Preudent  hai( 
bNa.*>  ibe  dealt  an  boor  befure  him.  —  En. 
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Mr.  Whitbread  now  genepiUy  aapported  the  new  adnuni- 
jtratiMi  with  the  same  vigour  and  manlineBa  that  he  had 
c^iposed  their  predecessors.  But  notwithttaoding  his  fnend^ 
school-oompanion,  and  brother-in-law  formed  one  of  its  pro- 
dainGDt  members;  jet  he  was  not  actuated  by  a  filavish  aub- 
misnon,  or  blind  sttacbment.  On  the  contrary,  he  bestowed 
his  confidence  only,  so  &r  as  he  could  grant  his  ^pTobati<m ; 
and  in  truth  was  considered  rather  as  an  tmtractable  man,  by 
that  party.  Public  bodies,  whether  in  or  Out  *j£  power,  are 
always  governed  by  this  narrow  corporation  spirit;  they 
d«naod  implicit  confidence,  and  expect  unlimited  sabmissiim. 
But  good  and  able  senators  will,  of  course,  be  incliiied  to  think 
and  to  act  for  thenwelves ! 

An  t^ipOTtanity  soon  after  occurred,  in  cOBsequence  of 
which  Mr.  Whitbread  was  enabled  to  explain  himself  fully 
nid  freety,  conceming  both  the  mem  and  mcasui«s  of  that 
paiod.  Sir  Francas  Burdett  ha'nng  declared  himself  a  can- 
didate for  the  eoonly  of  Middlesex,  transmitted  a  drciiIaT  letter 
on  that  occasion  to  the  subject  of  these  memoirs,  who  had  voted 
for  him  on  two  former  oCcanons.  Ab  this  contained  sonw- 
reDections  on'  the  new  coalition  adminiBtrotion,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Fox,  Earl  Grey,  Lord  Grenville,  fltc  «  reply  was,  pro- 
TcAed  Ml  hit  part. 

After  noticing  the  grounds  on  whitih  the  candidate  a;^  for 
his  support,  Mr.  Whitbread  expresses  his  personal  respect  for 
Sir  Frands,  and  declares  himself  imable  to  conceal  the  mor- 
tificatkm  he  felt  at  being  conq>dled  to  adt^t  this  line  of 
conduct. 

<t  You  assume,"  adds  he,  "  that  two  parlies  in  the  state 
have  joined,  not  for  the  purpose  of  bettering  the  condition  gf 
the  people,  but  with  a  base  and  scandalous  intention  of  pilla^ 
ing  those  whom  they  are  called  to  rule,  and  are  bound  to  pro- 
tect. It  would  have  been  well,  if  y^"  adds  he,  "  had  pointed 
out  the  particular  instances  which  justify  such  an  assertion ; 
in  order  that  persons  as  independent  of  the  present  and  every 
other  minister  as  yourself  might  have  had  an  (^ertunity  of 
more  correctly  jud^ng,  how  &r  they  have  beeii  deceived  as  to 
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the  past,  and  what  precautioDB  they  ou^t  to  take  for  the 
fbture. 

*'  I  have  nqaported  the  presoit  adnunutration,  from  a  con- 
vkdon  that  they  were  united  up<»i  principles  of  real  public 
util^,  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  executitm  plana  of 
great  nadonal  im[»rovaaent,  both  in  our  foreign  and  domestic 
circunutancee ;  and  I  cannot  abandon  them,  because  in  a 
situation  more  difficult  than  that  in  which  any  of  their  prede- 
cessors have  ever  stood,  th^  have  not  been  able  to  e&ct  what 
I  believe  to  have  been  nearest  the  hearts  of  them  all.  —  I 
mean  a  peace  with  France;  seeing  such  a  peace  could  not 
have  been  obtained  on  t^ms  cbnsistent  with  national  honour, 
and  because  time  has  not  sufficed  to  mature  and  execute  the 
sdiemes  of  internal  improvemoit,  which  they  have  manifested 
tfaeor  determination  to  pursue.  — 

**  You  assume  that  whenever  the  leader*  of  contending  par> 
ties  in  a  state  unite,  that  it  never  is  in  lavour  of  the  people; 
and  that  the  history  of  the  world  beu^  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  your  assertion  *.  It  ^q>e»«  to  me,  from  the  doctrine  yoa 
maintain,  viz.  —  That  the  poiiUcal  animosities  of  Jionett  men 
must  be  irreconcileable  —  is  stoat  &tal  to  the  existence  of  a 
popular  government;  and  if  caTried  to  the  extrone^  mnrt 
tend  to  the  subjugation  <^  the  country,  or  to  the  abandonment 
of  liberty,  in  order  to  obtain  securi^  from  foreign  wmjaast : 
and  to  history  I  refer  you  for  the  fiict,  that  if  the  heads  of  dis- 
cordant parties,  had  not  been  imited  in  the  causs  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  Revolutiou  of  1688,  in  vriiich  we  glory,  could  net 
have  been  brought  about. 

■'  You  assert  that  a  double  in^wstnre  is  now  attempted 
npon  the  petqile,  and  you  ascribe  to  each  of  two  parties  B 
watch-word,  neither  of  which  I  have  found  to  be  in  use.  I 
have  no  hesitatitm,  however,  in  saying,  that  attached  as  I  oM 
by  preforatce  to  die  more  popular  parts  of  our  constitution^ 

*  "  Whenever  the  leaden  of  contending  paitici  Biid  factloiii  in!  Sate  aiHte,  tha 
hiitorjof  the  wiildbeineiidence,  tint  it  never  is  in  favour,  but  »lw»y»mtt(ie  eipenle 
ofrtttpH^e;  whofc  icoMed  uid  uigmeittd  pilltgB  p^  tbc  tcUxUttM  prke  el 
tbe  recoiKilisUoD." 
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- 1  confflder  the  thnme  as  indi^tennbly  netwosory  to  tlie  pei^ 
petuity  of  our  liberties,  by  preventing  any  usurpation  on  thetn 
by  individoala,  either  of  the  aristocratical  or  demcKTatic&I 
estate;  but  however  a  sovereign  ruling  these  kingdoms  inay 
be  pa-sonally  beloved,  his  name  cannot  be  brought  in  quea- 
tioo,  nor  his  virtues,  however  eminent,  stated,  in  order  to 
give  strength  to  the  ministers  he  may  have  appoiiUed,  with- 
out a  violation  of  the  dignity  of  the  constitution^  powers ; 
and  I  am  not  aware,  that  such  is  the  practice  now."  A&ex 
some  compliments  to  Mr.  Fox,  the  monber  for  Bedford  con* 
tinues  as  follows : 

"  I  do  not  perceive  in  your  printed  address,  any  allusion 
to  an  oinnion  promulgated  by  you,  on  the  late  election  tot 
Westminster,  which  is,  *  that  a  person  holding  an  oEGbe 
under  the  crown,  however  otherwise  estimable,  cannot  at  taxy 
tine,  become  the  fit  representative  of  a  £ree,  uncorrupt,  and 
indepmd^it  people ;'  if  such  opinion  be  founded  in  truth, 
which  I  utterly  deny,  a  law  ought  to  be  passed  to  exdnde 
all  the  executive  servants  of  government  £rom  seats  in  dtho 
House  of  Parliament.  I  have  not  heard  that  it  was  in  die 
contonplation  <tf  any  one  to  propose  such  a  measure ;  and  if 
proposed,  I  am  sure  it  woold  meet  with  resistance  fivm  all 
descriptions  of  persons,  who  have  the  power  or  the  will  to 
reason  upcm  its  consequences, 

"'  The  peqfde,  hy  the  acceptance  of  your  doctrine,  would 
reduce  themselves  to  the  hard  necessity  of  being  governed  by 
the  worst  t^  mankind;  for  if  they  absunHy  brand  every  man 
witii  disgrace,  the  moment  he  becomes  the  t^d^  servant 
tX  His  Majesty,  they  will  render  that  service  dbr^utaUe ; 
and  of  course  disgusting  to  every  honest  and  independent 
man.  Then  only  can  a  public  man  be  said  to  have  forfeited 
his  honour  or  independence,  when  he  shall  have  accepted  or 
retained  a  place  at  the  expence  of  public  principj^  or  for  a 
dereliction  of  public  duty. 

*'  These  radical  difEerences  render  it  impossible  for  me  to 
assist  you  in  becoming  a  Member  of  Parliament.  Di^ratt 
opinions  may  be  muntained  eonsistentiy  wjth  mutnal  aad 
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entire  personal  respect ;  such  as  I  unf^gnedly  profess  towards  ■ 
^u.  The  determination  you  have  taken  to  avoid  the  ex- 
pemce  of  conveyance  and  decorations  so  conspicuous  at  your 
former  elections,  does  you  honour;  and  I  wish  such  an  ex- 
-ample  could  be  followed  by  all  other  candidates.  —  The  free- 
d(Hn  of  your  letter  and  address  precludes  the  necessity  of  any 
apolt^  for  the  (^)enness  and  detail  of  my  observations;  I 
have  therefore  only  to  add,  that  I  am,  ' 

«  Dear  Sir, 
"  Your  very  obedient  humble  sCTvant, 

"   SOUTHILL,  "    SaHUEI,   WhITBREAD." 

"  Nar.S,  1806. 

To  this  letter  Sir  Frands  Burdett  returned  an  immediate 
answer ;  and  not  only  thanked  the  writer  of  it  for  some  of  the 
kind  eqiressions  eontained  therein,  but  also  praised  his  manly 
and  candid  manner  of  proceeding.  Howevo**  no  sooner  did 
the  baronet  percdve  that  it  had  be&i  printed  iti  the  news- 
papers, than  a  very  unpleasant  correspondence  aisued.  Hub 
at  length  tenninated  in  a  message  transmitted  by  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Brand,  M.  P.  for  Hertfordshire,  dehianding  an  ex- 
planatioD.  And  had  it  not  been  for  tbe  intervention  of 
mutual  Abends,  an  affiiir,  so  trifling  in  its  nature^  mi^t  have 
terminated  m  blood. 

During  this  period,  the  member  for  Bedford  distinguished 
himself  greatly  on  a  variety  of  occasions ;  and  took  an  active 
part  in  ail  debates  on  public  afiKurs.  The  writer  of  this 
article,  by  the  kindness  of  a  &i«id,  is  here  enabled  to  insert 
two  original  letters,  in  order  to  shew  with  what  a  constitutional 
jealousy  he  riewed  every  political  measure  that  speared  to  be 
attended  with  an  undue  exertion  of  the  royal  prerogative;  On 
this  occasion,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  most  learned  lawyer 
of  the  present  day ;  for,  like  Mr.  Fox*  and  all  the  other  great 
statesmen  of  this  country,  he  saw  and  felt  the  necessi^  of 
invoking  professional  and  technical  assistance,  in  aid  of  his 
*wn  researches. 
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"  To  Francis  Hargrave,  Esq. 
•'  Dear  Sir,  Dover  Street,  AprU  14th,  1804. 

*'  It  is  a  considerable  time  since  I  have  bad  the  pleasure  of 
any  oonunimication  or  correspondence  with  you :  but  from 
ymir  friendly  manner  towards  me,  I  kel  bold  to  ask  you  a 
question,  the  solution  of  which,  I  certainly  could  not  obtain 
with  BO  much  accuracy  from  any  other  quarter. 

"  If  you  have  attended  at  all  to  the  debates  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  you  will  have  perceived,  that  the  hig^  claim  t£  pre- 
rogative asserted  in  the  preamble  of  what  is  generally  called 
the  "  Dc^ce  Act,"  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament; 
vriiich  went  through  without  notice  thai,  has  this  year  exdted 
discussion ;  and  that  the  extent  of  prerogative  baa  been  denied 
by  the  Lords  Forchester  and  Grenville  in  very  strong  terms ; 
so  the  more  it  is  considered,  the  more  clearly  it  appean  thdr 
assertions  are  well  founded. 

*<  From  you  I  wish  to  know  how  &r  the  claim  it  supportable 
or  otherwise ;  Vhethet  by  ■  the  introduction  of  the  militia 
system  the  prerc^^ive  was  not  virtually  abandoned ;  whether 
it  can  exist  together  with  that  ^stem ;  and  if  it  does  exbt  at 
all ;  whether  it  can  go  the  length  the  preamble  of  liie  defence 
net,  coupled  with  the  enactments  grounded  upon  that  preamble 
asserts,  of  sliding  any  subject  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  in 
any  c^Midty;  and  to  be  attached  to  any  re^ment,  and  to 
be  subjected  to  the  <^>eration  of  the  late  act,  to  which  it  is 
to  be  observed,  the  army  itself  is  only  sul^ect  for  twelve 
mtmths. 

■  «  I  am  avrare  of  the  liberty  I  tdce,  and  the  trouble  to  which 
I  appear  to  subject  you,  should  you  do  me  the  fitvour  of  a 
reply  to  this  letter.  But  your  legal  and  constitutional  know- 
.  ledge  is  so  profound,  and  so  admirably  arranged,  that  I  am 
sure,  in  a  very  iew  minutes  comparativdy,  you  could ^vemc^ 
such  information,  and  majce  such  references  for  my  guidance 
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«s  would  be  quite  aatisfiictorj  to  my  mind :  and  I  prcHnlBe  you 
to  make  no  improper  use  of  yonr  name  and  information. 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  many  Etiologies, 
"  very  fidtbfiilly  youn, 

"  S.  Whitbbead. 
"  P.  S.  lliifl  sulject  will  probably  be  agitated  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days,    so    that    your   early  answer  will    exceeding 
-oblige  me." 

No.  II. 
To  F.  Wtagtm^  Esq.  Boawdl  Court. 
"  My  dear  Sr, 
**  I  received  this  morning  with  great  gratitude  your  letter, 
containing  the  papers  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  write  at 
my  request ;  and  for  whid)  I  cannot  sufficiendy  express  my 
&ai>ks.     I  have  read  them  with  attention,  and  I  h<^  with 
some  degree  of  the  profit  which  is  to  be  derived  from  every 
nyllable  which  flows  from  your    pen.      Whether  I  shall  be 
able  to  use  the  knowledge  with  which  you  have  been  so  good 
as  to  furnish  m^  is  a  different  question ;  but  you  have  put 
me  in  possesion  of  an  ample  stock,  which  none  but  yourself 
could  have  so  accurately  arranged,  and  so  succinctly  have 
expressed.    The  papers  shall  be  returned  to  yon  at  a  future 
'  period ;    I  hope,  however,  you  will  allow  me  to  retain  a  copy 
which  sh^ll  be  sacred.     At  emergendes,  I  shall  widi  avidity 
seize  the  assistance  you  arc  so  good  as  to  Eold  forth  to  me, 
and  for  which,  and  all  other  instances  of  your  goodness  to  me, 
I  beg  to  subscribe  myself 

*'  My  dear  Sir, 
"  your  very  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

"   S.  WHirBBEAD." 

«  DovEB  Strebt, 
"  jfyriHStii,  ISO*. 

'.*  P.  S.  I  am  exceedingly  sQrry  that  indispensible  avocations 
prevented  my  calling  upon  you  this  day,  as  I  diould  most 
gladly  have  done." 
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In  FelMTiary  1807,  Mr.  Whitbread  renewed  his  attentkni 
to  the  existing  ^stem  of  pofir  laws.  It  was  his  wish  and  his 
aim  to  ameliorate  the  ensting  code,  by  engrafting  a  youthftil 
and  vigorous  scyon  on  the  ancient  trunk ;  and  thus  Tendering 
the  peasantry  happier,  better,  and  less  dependent  As  a 
msmber  of  the  committee  for  examining  and  cootrouling  the 
several  branches  of  public  expenditure  en  a  former  occa> 
sion,  he  sought  every  opportunity  to  reheve  the  distresses  of 
the  oountty.  But  his  great  object  then  and  at  all  times  was 
peace  with  France.  Yet,  he  seemed  to  desp^  of  this  event, 
"  from  the  awiul  mom^it  that  death  closed  the  sc^ie  upon 
the  enlightened  statesman  (Mr.  Fox)  who  had  first  commenced 
the  n^oci^on."  He  also  deemed  the  *  noble  lord  who  was 
sent  to  treat  on  the  part  of  England,  "  somewhat  too 
peremptory;"  and  he  greatly  regretted  the  "  formal  and 
cat^orical  manner"  in  which  the  recognition  of  the  prin* 
dfJe  of  actual  possession  had  been  demanded.  "  I  find  it 
impossible,"  said  he  "  to  join,  lq  any  resolution)  in^uting  the 
fiulure  of  the  negociation  to  the  injustice  of  France ;  or  to 
what  ^pears  to  be  a  corollary  fi'om  it ;  viz.  that  there  is  now  no 
alternative  but  interminable  war  with  that  country.  I  must, 
therefore,  make  one  last  ^Girt,  although  perhaps  unseconded, 
to  procure  the  resiunptlon  of  the  n^ociation." 

The  treaty,  however,  was  never  resumed ;  y^  notwithstanding 
this,  no  sooner  was  the  Orenville  administration  forced  to 
retire,  and  a  new  parliament  convoked  by  their  successors, 
than  he  published  the  following  spirited  address  to  hia 
constituents, 

"  To  the  VDorthy  and  independetU  Electors  of  the  Borough  of 
Bedford. 

"  Gentlemen — The  King's  ministers  have  rashly  advised  His 
Majesty  to  dissolve  the  Parliament,  which  was  first  assanbled 
for  the  dispatch  of  business  on  the  1 5th  of  December  last ;  ita 
duration  has  been  short,  but  its  career  has  been  memorable. 


*  Tie  Bail  otLaudcrdilc. 
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*■  Hie  assH^ty  with  whidi  all  public  business  bas  been  dis- 
patched is  without  precedent  The  works  which  it  has  per- 
formed, and  those  in  wliich  it  was  engaged  at  the  moment  of 
ita  dissolution  will  be  recorded  to  its  honour.  In  consequence 
of  judicious  arrang^nents,  the  Election  Petitions,  which  have 
usually  occupied  the  time  and  attention  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, during  two  or  three  years,  would  all  have  been  decided 
in  the  course  <^  one  session.  Ader  wars  so  protracted  and 
expensive,  as  jou  know  those  in  which  we  are  unhappily  en- 
gaged to  have  been,  a  plan  of  finance  was  devised  and  adopted, 
notwithstanding  the  oppiisition  of  the  persons  now  in  power^ 
adequate  to  tbe  exigencies  of  the  ^ate,  without  imposing  any 
&esh  burthens  upon  the  people.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  controul  and  reduce  the  public  expenditure,  and  to  diminish 
the  amount  of  salaries.  A  bill  was  brought  in  under  the  sano- 
.  tioo  of  that  committee  for  prohibiting  the  grant  of  placea  in 
reversion.  A  plan  for  the  reformation  and  bettering  the  con- 
dition of  the  labouring  classes  of  society  was  under  consider* 
ation.  Measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  courts  of  justice  in 
Scotland  were  in  progress  through  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
Slave  Trade,  after  a  struggle  of  20  years,  was  abolished, 

"  At  the  moment  the  Commoos  were  precipitately  summoned 
to  att^idJEilis  Majesty's  commission  for  the  prorogation  of  the 
Parliament,  preparatory  to  its  dissolution,  there  was  actually 
at  their  bar  a  special  report  irom  the  committee  above-men- 
tioned, stating  the  discovery  of  some  gross  abuses  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  paymaster-gener^,  which  was  thereby  stopped, 
Tlie  bill  to  prohibit  the  grant  of  places  in  reversion  is  lost, 
i/late  than  100  private  bills  carried  to  advuiced  stages,  at  great 
expoice  to  the  parties  interested  in  thesn,  drop,  and  the  im- 
proveanent  of  the  country  is  impeded.  At  the  same  momait 
the  Scotch  Judges  wwe  in  attendance  in  the  House  trf  Lords, 
with  their  answers  to  certain  questions  relative  to  the  admini- 
stration of  justice  in  Scotland,  for  which  purpose  they  had 
been  expressly  called  to  London,  to  the  interruption  of  the  or- 
dinate duties  of  their  important  offices.    The  usual  act  oi 
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aj^ropriation  of  the  funds  voted  by  Parliaraent  has  not  been 
passed. 

"  Under  these  drcumetances  the  King  has  been  advised  to 
dissolve  the  Parliament,  and  in  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  His  Majesty's  name,  the  assertion  is  made, 
that  DO  material  interruption  in  the  public  business  will  take 
place.  In  that  speech  satisiaction  is  expressed  at  the  adoption 
of  tliose  financial  measures,  which  exempt  the  people  from  the 
burthen  of  additional  taxes,  but  which  the  King's  present  mini- 
sters would  have  persuaded  the  House  of  Commons  to  r^ect, 
and  the  completion  of  which  is  prevented  by  their  conduct. 
It  is  professed  to  inculcate  a  spirit  of  union,  harmony,  and 
good  will  amongst  all  classes  and  descriptions  of  the  people,- 
wiien  at  the  same  time  the  only  appearances  of  discord  have 
been  excited,  by  the  attempt  of  one  of  His  Majesty's  ministers 
■  to  sow  the  seeds  of  religious  animosity  in  the  neighbouring 
coimty  of  Northampton,  upon  a  ground  which  his  colleagues 
have  not  avowed,  and  against  those  principles,  in  that  particu- 
lar, to  which  many  of  than  have  been  hereto&re  solemnly 
pledged. 

*'  In  a  situation  so  alarming,  and  when  the  councils  of  the 
King  are  guided  by  such  persons,  I  have  thought  it  necessarj- 
to  make  this  exposition  to  you,  my  earnest,  best,  ^nd  constant 
fiiends ;  I  have  treated  with  freedom  the  acts  of  government, 
and  the  speedi  delivered  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  die  King's 
name,  because  I  abhor  and  deny  the  position  lately  urged  in 
Parliamait,  and  to  which  (as  it  appears  to  me)  countenance  is 
given  in  the  terms  of  that  speech,  that  the  King  can  ever  act 
without  en  adviser ;  if  that  positicm  be  admitted,  the  people 
may  be  without  redress,  or  the  Sovereign  without  security — 
by  the  Constitution  both  are  impossible. 

**  Of  my  own  conduct  during  the  important  interval  which 
has  elapsed  since  I  lest  addressed  you,  I  say  nothing,  because 
it  has  been  so  public,  that  it  cannot  have  escaped  your  notice. 
I  court  your  enquiry,  and  if  you  are  satisfied  in  the  result  of  it, 
I  hope  fin*  your  votes  in  die  present  election.     If  you  do  me 


Dcillizedoy  Google 


UR.  WHITBR&AD.  83 

the  honour  agma  to  return  me,  I  shall  indeed  be  proud  of  it| 
and  I  will  again  endeavour  to  do  my  duty. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

"  With  every  sentiment  of  attachment  and  respect, 
"  Your  grateful  and  obedient  Servant, 
*'  Dover  Strbbt,  "  Samuel  Whitbread." 

jipril  28." 

Soon  after  this  period  Mr.  Whitbread  turned  hiswhole  attention 
to  a  great  public  object,  totally  unconnected  with  party  and  poli- 
tics, and  on  which  at  present  there  happily  seems  to  be  but  one 
opinion  in  this  country.  The  subject  alluded  to  was  the  educa- 
tion of  the  poor — a  circumstance  intimately  connected  with 
their  morals  and  reUgion ;  admirably  calculated  to  introduce 
better  and  more  laudable  habits;  to  correct  old,  to  introduce 
and  conGrin  new  customs ;  in  short  to  render  them  more  docile, 
M^r,  and  enlightened.  Tiie  great  model  held  out  by  him  on 
this  occasion  was  the  parochial  school-system  of  Scotland,  the 
boieficial  tendency  and  practical  result  of  which  was  apparent 
to  alL  Yet,  on  ihis  occasion,  although  the  public  pulse  beat 
in  exact  unison  with  his  own,  he  was  unable  to  obtain  a  legisla- 
tive sanction  to  his  plan,  and  found  himself  obliged  to  be  con- 
tent with  the  influence  of  his  name,  character,  and  activity,  on  a 
humbler  scale  of  operation,  by  means  of  individual  exertioiu 
and  private  subscription. 

In  18i  9  the  subject  of  this  memoir  distinguished  himself 
greatly  during  the  important  debates  relative  to  the  Orders  in 
Council.  That  measure  was  now  loudly  condemned,  and  after 
being  for  a  time  suspended  was  at  length  totally  discontinued. 
On  this  occasion  he  again  proved  that  no  one  was  more  eager  to 
do  justice  to  his  political  opponents,  for  he  now  seized  an  early 
opportunity  to  pay  a  compliment  to  a  man,  who,  by  supporting 
Vr.  Burke  in  all  his  proceedings  against  France,  might  have 
t>6en  thought  -o  have  incurred  his  mortal  enmity. 

*'  Now  Dr.  Lawrence  •  is  dead,"  said  he,  "  I  am  sure  there 
is  no  one  within  these  walls  but  will  do  justice  to  his  memory. 

*  French lAwrence,RegniaFnir*t>or  afCnW  Law  in  t>ie  ttn'misiir  ofOxlbnl,CltBnceIlot 

•f  ihitDiscMe,  Jiutge  of  Ac  Cmque  Pont.ind  M.P.  for  Petcrbonmsb,  recnntl  the  Gnt 
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Now  that  party  animosity  is  silent,  let  propriety,  let  gratitude^ 
let  a  sense  of  our  dignity  as  a  Hous^  awaken,  and  let  us 
acknowledge  with  one  cconmon  voice,  that  we  have  lost  a  man 
whose  like  we  shall  not  soon  see  again.  Would  to  heaven  that 
only  the  skirt  of  his  mantle  had  &llen  among  us,  I  should  ihea 
not  have  feared,  under  its  influence  and  inspiration,  to  have  op- 
posed myself  to  the  learned  advocates  whom  I  see  raided 
against  me." 

In  ilSOS  appeared  a  letter  to  Lord  Holland  on  the  situatiouj 
of  Spain,  in  which  Mr.  Whitbread  broadly  condemned  the 
conduct  of  the  French  government,  and  wished  the  natives  to 
be  stimulated  to  new  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  independence  of 
their  native  country.  He  praised  the  noble  spirit  of  resistance 
lately  evinced  by  the  Spaniards,  and  feelingly  lamented  the 
death  of  Mr.  Fox,  "  who,  were  he  alive,  and  possessed  power 
fX>mmensurate  with  his  genius  and  abilities,  might  have  beai 
able  to  convert  this  crisis  to  the  noblest  purposes."  Contrary 
to  the  prevalent  opinion  he  deemed  this  a  fit  opportunity  for 
commencing  a  treaty  of  peace ;  and  inferred  that  the  complete 
evacuation  of  Spmn  by  the  French  armies,  and  the  abstinence 
fi-om  all  future  interference  in  her  internal  arrangements,  might 
be  accorapliabed  by  and  become  the  conditions  of  an  immediate 
negociation. .  "  There  is  no  humiliation  in  such  a  proposal," 
adds  he,  "  I  myself  should  be  desirous  of  conveying  these  terms 


rudlnienu  of  h'u  educjiion  in  die  dty  of  Briitol.  Iliencc  he  remoreil  to  Wincheater.uid 
Id  due  lime  was  entereil  of  Corpat  Chriati  college,  wheie  be  findlj  obuined  the  decree 
•f  D,C.L.  and  >  Profensonbip. 

The  icti.e  pan  taken  by  him  in  fivoui  of  Mr.  Fox  during  the  celebrated  contest  for 
Woiimniier,  in  i7B4,  caniiihuted  not  n  little  to  hit  fuciue  idraneemenl  in  life.  Hit 
•lection  bBlladiand  political  epigrams  wereibe  precuraonoT  the  Ririliad>nd  Probation-  . 
■rji  Ojet.  The  ftiendthip  of  Mr.  Burke,  oho  intioiluced  him  to  Earl  FiIZRiUi)im,  ob- 
tuned  for  him  a  uat  m  Parliament,  and  doting  tlie  cweer  of  the  French  Revolution  he  ' 
•Irlcti)'  idheteil  lo  the  lentiroenta  and  opinion)  of  hit  pairona,  while,  by  hit  practice  in 
the  Ecdeaiaitical  and  Adminliy  courti,  he  obluned  coniiderable  profeitioiial  emolu* 

He  also  proved  highlT  serviceable  to  ihe  committee  of  impeach irieot  during  the  trial 
of  Mr.  Haiiiugj,  u  a  Irgal  adiii«'.  A>  an  orator  he  never  etceiled,  aUhoogh  he  wi* 
allOHrd  bj  all  ptrtiet  to  be  an  able  and  enlightened  man.  tie  died  at  the  age  of  CO, 
•fterhavingauilived  Mr.Butke,  to  whota  ohiiibi;  he  paid  (he  nobleit  uibau  by  pab- 
liihintr  an  tjceUtnt  tditi<^  of  hit  imrfc  1 1  ■  Fin  i 
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to  the  court  at  Bayonne,  and  also  of  proclfUimng  them  to  t^e 
world.  If  they  were  reacted,  is  there  a  free  spirit  in  the  uni- 
verse that  would  not  join  in  ^iplauding  the  justice  and  modera- 
tion of  Great  Briton — in  condemning  the  violence,  the  injus- 
tice and  ambition  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  ?" 

In  1809  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  inquiry  and  examina- 
tion into  the  conduct  of  the  Royal  Duke  who  presided  over  the 
army,  and  although  he  found  much  to  blame  on  that  occauon, 
yet,  at  a  iiiture  seosoii,  he  seized  the  first  opportunity  to  afford 
bis  testimony  In  behalf  of  his  Royal  Highness,  whose  admini- 
stration as  Commander  in  Chief  had  contributed  not  a  little  to 
the  happy  and  glorious  termination  of  the  late  contest.  That 
event  did  not  prevent  him,  however,  after  the  overthrow  of 
Bon^iarte's  govermnent,  from  blaming  the  conduct  of  the 
Congress,  and  ^posing  the  ambitious  views  of  some  of  the 
sovereigns,  particularly  in  respect  to  Saxony  *.  On  the  return 
of  the  emperor  from  his  exile  in  the  island  of  Elba,  the  mem- 
ber for  Bedford  strongly  and  emphatically  censured  the  decla- 
raldon  of  the  allies,  more  especially  that  part  of  it  which  seemed 
to  reconunend  the  detestable  principle  of  assasstnaUon.  He 
also  loudly  insisted  both  on  the  irapoUcy  and  injustice  of  a  new 
war,  on  the  ground  that  the  execudve  power  of  the  enemy 
was  vested  in  the  hands  of  any  one  particular  person.  But 
above  all  things  he  protested'  against  the  forcible  restoration  of 
the  Bourbons  by  a  foreign  force,  and  the  assumed  right  of 
dictating. a  government  to  France.  Yet  be  most  cordially 
joined  in  a  vote  of  national  gratitude  to  the  Duke  6f  WeUing- 
ton,  for  the  memorable  victory  at  Waterloo,  although  he  at 
the  same  time  boldly  avowed  that  events  had  not  altered  his 
sentiments  in  respect  to  the  pretended  justice  of  the  orij^al 
contest 

An  awful  pause  now  ensued.  A  great  national  drama  had 
been  conducted  to  its  termination;    Europe  seemed  at  once 

•  I  leUD  bj  a  letter  from  a  penon  of  iTwtingoljhed  wienw  now  retident  it  the  contl  of 
DiMdcD,  iml  xho  dined  litelj  nili  the  roj^  tunilir,  thai  ihe  Queen  publicly  icknov- 
ladged  in  hie  pieseDce,  hei  obligationi  to  Mi.  Wbitbread  tor  ibe  noble-aplriled  *iid 
fauDUu  aanncr  in  irhicli  he  couduned  hittuelf  lowuili  hci  ui|uH  ipoiut  during  >  pukl 
•f  the  datpcK  tnd  mm  poignut  dHtiM.— Ed. 
«  S 
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fatigued  and  exhausted  with  the  length  of  the  per&rmance; 
and  the  catastrophe  appeared  likely  to  be  followed  by  a  long 
and  lasting  repose. 

But,  to  a  mind  formed  hke  Mr.  Whitbread's,  replete  with 
informatioD,  HtU  of  ardour,  and  panting  with  a  wish  to  benefit 
others,  occupation  had  become  in  some  measure  necessary. 
Unhappily  this  was  carried  too  far  in  many  instances ;  and  his 
health  occasionally  suffered  by  his  exertionB.  Indeed  the 
wiety,  length,  and  multitude  of  his  labours  are  astonishing. 
The  commercial  concerns  of  his  brew-house  were  alone  BuSi- 
cient  for  an  ordinary  mind.  The  regulation  of  his  household 
expences,  the  management  of  bis  farms,  the  auditing  die 
accounts  of  his  estates,  and  the  various  attentions  necessary  for 
the  security  and  improvement  of  landed  property,  would  of 
th^nselves  alone  have  lieen  deemed  an  Herculean  task  for  an 
ordinary  mortal.  But  when  to  these  were  superadded  his 
regular  parliamentary  attendance;  the  necessary  enquiries  into 
fects,  dates,  and  circumstances,  together  with  the  fatigue  inci- 
dent to  frequent  speeches  and  late  hours,  it  becomes  difficult  to 
divine  how  he  could  have  spared  one  single  leisure  moment  for 
other  pursuits.  Yet,  in  an  evil  hour,  when  he  was  thus  be- 
ue^ed  with  business  both  public  and  private,  he  volunteered 
his  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  concerns  of  Drury-Iane  Theatre : 
a  Bubj'.  ct  so  full  of  difficulties  and  ao  involved  in  obscurity,  per- 
plexity, and  toil,  that  it  had  already  rendered  one  very  intelli- 
gent gentleman  *  paralytic, — and  was  a.  gulph  in  which  the 
fortunes  of  a  number  of  individuals  appeared  to  be  inevitably 
and  for  ever  swallowed  up.  However,  under  his  inspection,  , 
the  most  intricate  accounts  were  adjusted ;  conflicting  interests 
were  reconciled;  a  patentee  f  was  most  amply  indemni- 
fied ;  while  a  new  house  arose,  phoenix-like,  out  of  the  ashes  of 
the  old,  and  that,  too,  with  such  an  amazing  rapidity,  and  at 
the  same  time  with  such  beauty,  symmetry,  and  magnificence, 
that,  when  completed  in  1812,  it  appeared  to  have  been 
rather  created  by  the  fairy  hand  of  a  magician  than  raised  by 
the  slow  approaches  and  regular  rules  of  art. 
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But  the  master-spirit,  with  whom  the  whol«  had  originated, 
sunk  under  the  unremitting  &tigue,  the  unceasing  turmoil,  the 
long-continued  exertions,  the  incessant  contention!,  the  jarring 
debates,  and  infinite  perplexities  with  which  a  work  of  this 
kind  is  constantly  preceded,  accompanied,  and  followed.  Iheee, 
at  length,  prejied  on  both  body  an^  mind.  His  countenance 
became  altered,  his  legs  were  swollen,  hie  habits  of  life  were 
changed,  he  became  drowsy,  lethargic,  irritable,  and  he  even 
supposed  himself  to  have  fallen  into  contempt  All  this  neces- 
sarily led  to  the  fetal  scenes  which  occurred  on  Thursday, 
July  6th,  I81£.  An  inquest  having  been  summoned  by  Mr. 
Cell,  the  coroner,  met  at  eight  o'clock  the  same  evening,  at 
the  house  of  the  deceased.  No.  35*  Dover-street,  Piccadilly, 
and  having  entered  his  study,  bdbeld  Mr.  Whitbread  lyii^  on 
his  back,  his  arms  and  legs  extended,  with  a  deep  incision  on 
his  throat  from  ear  to  ear,  with  an  exception  of  a  small  part  in 
the  front  A  looking-^lass  was  opposite  him ;  his  apparel  and 
the  floor  were  covered  with  blood;  while  the  fetal  razor  was 
found  at  some  distance  t 

It  appeared  by  the  examination  of  Mr,  Holland,  a  magistrate 
fer  the  county  of  Surrey,  that  be  had  been  for  some  time  de- 
ranged ;  and  from  the  testimony  of  his  old  friend  and  school- 
^ew  Mr.  Willshiere  of  Hitcham,  that  he  did  not  think  him 
in  a  competent  state  of  mind  on  the  preceding  morning  te  be 
spoken  to  about  some  important  business.  ,  John  Weir,  the 
Butler,  corroborated  these  fects,  and  added :  "  that  Mr.  Will- 
shiere and  Lady  Elizabeth  dined  with  him  at  eight  o'clock  last 
night,  and  he  appeared  tolerably  cheerful,  but  did  not  talk 
much ;  that  he  lived  perfectly  happy  with  his  femily,  and,  con- 
trary to  his  usual  custom  did  not  get  up  that  very  morning  un- 
til about  half-past  nine  o'clock."  The  verdict  of  the  jury  was 
as  follows :  "  That  the  deceased  Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq.  ' 
died  by  his  own  hand,  but  that  he  was  in  a  deranged  state  of 
njind  at  the  time  the  fetal  act  was  committed."  * 

*  F«  the  ■sili&ctian  of  hit  fcjendi  ind  ihe  public,  it  wu  deemed  proper  lo  mbiiiit 

Ok  brun  lo  the  eximiiution  of  sn  emiDeni  phjiiciin  uid  torgeon,  tni  the  EbUowing  it 

t]MRqion:"OatciiKiirii)Bthei]fpcTputoflbeilEuU,itin>(iU*n«4thMib«dai«iu(a 

o  4 

-      ■  Dcillizedoy  Google 


P»  MR.  WHiTfiREAD. 

To  depict  the  diaractet  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  materials  are 
not  wanting ;  and  indeed,  it  is  selection  and  discrimination 
that  are  chi^y  to  be  attended  to.  In  [wHtics  he  was  a  whig ; 
yet  a  whig  of  the  old  school;  one  who  wished  to  balance  tlie 
royal  power,  by  means  of  a  due  influence  of  the  popular  branch : 
but  at  the  same  time,  firmly  and  stedfastly  to  uphold  both. 
Accordingly,  he  was  always  a  strenuous,  constant,  and-uniform 
advocate  for  a  reform  of  the  House  of  Ctmimons:  but  this 
great  measure  was  grounded  on  tlie  ancient  and  acknowledged 
leases ;  not  on  the  visionary  plans  of  annual  parliaments  and 
universal  suflrage  I  As  a  patriot,  he  wished  for  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  his  country ;  but  these,  he  deemed  most 
likely  to  be  acquired,  and  most  permanently  enjoyed  by 
cultivating  the  arts  <^  peace;  advancing  the  commerce; 
cherishing  the  manufactures ;  and  encouraging  the  agriculture 
of  his  native  land.  Wars  might  indeed  be  popular,  successfiil, 
glorious ;  but  it  was  also  incumbent  and  imperative  that 
they  should  be  both  just  and  necessary, .  It  was  his  firm  opinion, 
that  economy  was  to  the  full  as  proper  for  a  state  as  fiir  a 
private  family :  lie  was  always,  therefore,  a  decided  friend  of 
order,  regularity,  and  good  management.  He  hated  jobs ;  he 
viewed  placemen,  courtiers,  and  contractors  with  a  jealous  eye ; 
and  he  disliked  both  unnecessary  and  excessive  pensions,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  sums  thus  perverted  from  the  public  re- 
venue; butalsofrom  their  obvious  tendency  to  produce  mean- 
ness, sycophancy,  and  dependance. 

Mr.  Whitbread  was  a  strenuous  advocate  for  national  edu- 
cation, or  instruction  on  a  great  scale.  But  finding  himself 
unable  to   obtain  a  national'  sanction  to  this  measure,  he 


hul  becoms  ihicksnrd  and  ouiiied  tn  (he  txttot  of  ■  quuta  of  >n  inch  in  length,  and 
'  tn  eighih  of  an  inch  in  bnadih  on  ihe  lefitlde  of  the  longiiudiml  liniu,  not  far  from  the 
Uioboidal  sutuce. — Tlie  veiteli  of  the  pia  miter  were  coniiderablj  distended  with  blood, 
■nd  diii  neiDbnne  wu  tbicksned  and  npaque  near  to  the  ouified  part  of  the  dun  matei . 
— The  letitridet  of  ihebiuntontainetl  more  fluid  than  usual,  bj  Dne.ihird  aileaac,  and 
the  pii  mater  rovuing  the  cerebellum,  wu  thicker  than  it  usual. 

"  Julj  8,  1B13."  *'  Henrt  HjtLroRlh 

"  HiNKT  CUNE." 
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cmitented  hims^  with  his  aeBistance  and  support  u  a  imvate 
individuftL 

He  was  an  encourager  of  the  fine  arts ;  and  always  dedroiu 
that  they  should  enjoy  protection  aad  applause.  The  portrait 
of  his  lather,  like  a  tutelary  deity,  most  appropriatdy  decorates 
the  dining  room,  at  the  great  establishment  in  Chiswell  Street; 
busts  of  his  own  children  were  to  be  seen  on  the  mantle 
pieces  of  his  town  house ;  while  his  magnificent  seat  in  Bed- 
fordshire, aboimded  with  pictures  of  most  <£  the  great  maaters^ 
selected  with  equal  taste  and  judgement. 

To  agriculture,  as  a  science  calculated  to  advance  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation,  he  paid  particular  attention.  He  was  a 
constant  and  welcome  guest  at  the  annual  sheep-shearing  at 
Holkham ;  his  ploughmen  were  encouraged  by  him  to  become 
candidates  for  the  prizes  held  out  by  a  neighbouring  socie^ ; 
and  he  paid  particular  attention  to  the  breed  of  his  merinos. 
Horticulture  too,  occasionally  eng^ed  his  notice,  and  the 
gardens,  and  lawns,  and  groves  of  Southwell,  might  have  all 
been  ^shibited  as  so  many  per&ct  specimens  of  care,  neatness, 
and  propriety. 

Although  always  doubtful  of  the  justice  of  the  late  war,  he 
never  hesitated  for  a  syigle  moment  as  to  the  proprie^  of 
arming  and  defending  his  native  country  against  the  menaces 
and  attacks  of'  her  enemies.  -  He  himself  r^sed  and  com- 
manded a  body  of  sturdy  yeomanry ;  and  while  he  thus 
excited  a  martial  ardour  in  his  neighbourhood,  he  foi^t  not 
to  enforce  his  favourite  plan  of  fitting  men,  by  means  of 
education,  for  their  respective  situations  in  life.  On  this 
occasion,  he  instituted. a  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  non- 
commissioned  officers ;  and  ctmtributed  by  all  the  means  in 
his  power  to  render  it  effectual. 

An  only  son,  bom  atid  matured  with  the  expectatifsis  c€ 
great  opulence ;  it  is  but  little  surprising  if  he  occasionally 
displayed  a  certain  d^ee  of  haughtiness  in  his  demeanour. 
Indeed  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  at  times,  he  appeared  some- 
-  what  harsh  and  overbearing ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  he  moat 
be  allowed  to  have  been  admirably  fitted  Sor  commaai;  and 
» 
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WBB  seldom  known  to  exceed  ibe  bounds  of  modflraUonj  bnt 
when  he  combated  tlie  injustice  of  power,  assailed  the  in- 
solence of  office,  •  Or  endeavoured  to  expose  successful  guilt  to 
shame  and  to  punishment. 

His  heart  constantly  glowed  with  all  the  social  afiections. 
He  was  zealous  la  bis  fiiendships ;  while  his  enmitdee  were 
transient  and  short  Uved.  His  ear  was  ever  ready  to  listen  to 
the  tale  of  the  oppressed :  his  purse  always  open  to  succour 
those  who  had  been  reduced  to  distress  by  unexpected 
calamities.  At  length,  after  having  lived  and  acted  during  the 
stormy  politics  of  the  French  revolutionary  contest,  he  was 
suddenly  cut  off,  at  a  period  when  his  services  might  have 
proved  highly  advantageous  to  his  country;  when  the  de- 
ceitful calm  of  peace  seemed  pregnant  with  greater  and  more 
formidable  dangers  than  those  arising  out  of  a  long,  wide- 
spreading,  expensive,  and  destructive  warfare  ! 

On  the  11th  ^uly,  1815,  when  the  Marquis  of  Tavktock 
on  moving  for  a  new  writ  for  the  borough  of  Bedibrd^ 
descanted  on  the  character,  worth,  and  talents  of  the  late 
member,  his  encomium  was  listened  to  amidst  the  loud 
cheerings  of  both  sides  of  the  House  of  Commons :' 

"  Accustomed  to  defend  his  opinions  with  warmth  and 
earnestness,"  said  he  "  the  ener^es  of  his  ample  and  com- 
prehensive mind,  would  never  permit  the  least  approach  to 
tameness  or  indifference.  But  no  particle  of  animosity  ever 
found  a  place  in  his  breast,  and  he  never  carried  his  political 
enmities  beyond  the  threshold  of  this  House.  It  was  hi^ 
miiform  practice,  to  do  justice  to  the  motives  of  his  political 
opponents ;  and  I  am  happy  to  ieel,  that  the  same  justice  is  done 
to  his  motives  by  them.  To  those  who  were  more  immediately 
acquainted  with  his  exalted  character ;  who  knew  the  direct- 
ness of  his  mind,  his  zeal  for  truth,  his  unsh^en  love  of  his 
country,  the  ardour  and  boldness  of  a  disposition  incapable  of 
dismay,  his  una^cted  humanity,  and  his  other  various  and  ex- 
cellent qualities,  his  loss  is  irreparable.  But  most  of  all,  will  it  be 
felt  by  the  indigent  in  his  neighbourhood.  Truly  might  he 
be  called  the  poor  man's  frieaid.    Only  those  who,  like  myself 
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hare  had  the  opportunity  of  observing  his  conduct  nearly  can 
be  aware  of  his  unabated  zeal,  in  promoting  the  happineu  of 
all  around  him.  His  eloquent  appeals  to  the  House  in  &Tour 
of  the  untbrtunate,  uill  adorn  the  pages  of  the  future  historian ; 
while  at  the  present  moment,  they  afibrd  a  subject  of  me- 
luicholy  retrospect  to  those  who  have  formerly  dwelt  with 
delight  on  the  benevolence  of  a  heart  that  always  beat,  and 
on  tlie  vigour  of  an  intellect  which  was  always  employed  for 
the  benefit  of  his  fellow  creatures  I"  * 

The  following  inscription,  penned  by  a  inend  and  admirer, 
is  here  inserted,  in  the  express  terms  and  language  in  which 
it  was  received ; 

"  Memorandum  of  Mr.  ^Vhitbread's  sudden  death,  written 

almost  immediately  afler  the  ascertainment  of  that  afflictive 

event,  in  the  title  page  of  a  very  antient  edition  of  Cicero's 

Pabadoxa  ;  by  a  friend  who  highly  respected  the  stem  virtues 

both  of  his  public  and  his  private  character : — 

Samuel  Whitbaead,  armiger; 

Vir  illustris  iste,  quern  omnes  liberales  brevi  io  tempore 

appellabunt 

Amolicum  Catokem, 

E  terra  fiut  ereptus  die  sexto  Julii,  anno  Christi  1815." 

•  Mr.  Whiibtcul  left  behind  him,  ihe  fnllmlng  bmilj,  bj  Ud;  Eliubcth,  hu 

1.  Eliabeih,  biim  on  the  90ili  of  December,  I791>  >nd  Turned  Anguit  10,  Itll, 
to  the  Honounhle  Williuu  Wnlcirgnie,  Kcoad  Min  of  Lord  Baihcark,  G.  C.  B.,  tai 
M.  P.  for  tin  li<-nHig1i  of  Bedrunl  i 

9.  Wiilnm  Hrnif,  Ix^rn  on  the  4ih  ef  Febnnry,  1794  t  to.vhiini  tht  ludci 
cnito  in  Bedr<ird-h>r«'  dricend  i 

3.  Siinuel  Ciiirles,  brim  fa  ihr  Iflth  Febmair,  i19i  t 

And4.  Eniiin  laun,  Wii  Jsniury  ISih,  1798) 

N,  B.  A  ion,  WdlinRi  Charlo,  bom  ii>  1789,  died  in  hiainr*ni7i  he  wu  i  goJwm 

■rMi.Fui. 

Liilf  Elizi1>eth'>  jointure  ohich  i>  cmniiimiTrly  •mall,  »u  twice  eogmented  bj  the 
irill  oE  het  dectued  hiuband  i  fiv<-elghihi  of  the  prni>tnj  hi  the  braoerf,  the  flotting 
opiul)  ind  the  mone;  in  (he  fiindt^  coonital*  the  pmiuon  of  the  jcuugM 
(hildno. 
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No.  V. 
DR.  WILLIAM  JACKSON, 

LORD  BISHOP  or  OXFORD  AMD  CANON  Of  CHRIII  CHUBCH. 

,DR.  WILLIAM  JACKSON  was  a  native  of  Lincolnshire 
having  been  bom  at  Stamford  in  1 750.  He  was  the  younger 
Bon  of  a  ajirgeon  and  apothecary)  of  some  eminence  in  that 
town,  who,  aspiring  to  the  higher  branches  of  his  profession, 
obtained  the  diploma  of  MD.  and  practised  for  many  years 
after,  as  a  physician  there. 

Having  married  about  the  middle  period  of  life,  be  had  two 
-  eons  and  an  equal  number  of  daughters.     Cyril  *,  the  eldest, 

•  C^IJecluon,  D.  D.  tiid  Dean  orChriiKhurch,  Oxford,  mi  born  in  1741,  at 
SuueM,  wbtre  Wa  r>th«r  (or  manj  jem  exerelMd  hia  proftuionil  tkiti,  niiliotit  rival- 
■bip.  Bfbg  inKndfd  fori  learned  profewiun,  he  waa  uni  lint  to  Witiminttei  Sdioid, 
and  next  tn  Chriilehnrch,  U  ihe  Itliei  of  whirh  he  mi  toon  titer  hii  mibrtciiUiion 
presented  to  ■  itudeniship,  bj  one  of  (he  nnoni.  The  lubject  afthii  iiDie  fint  diiiin- 
gukbed  hiniMif  «  Oiford,  bj  big  Carmma  QuidregesimaUa,  or  Lent  Latin  EiEKiMi 
in  Vene.  He  toon  afier  added  id  hit  reputation,  b^  ■  clusica!  inToratiun  to  the  Mums, 
jD  which  he  prefen  the  hsppy  qaiel  of  *  counirj  residence,  anil  ibe  ehainii  of  roairi- 
IRonial  feliciry>  to  vealfh,  |iomp,  pr>wer,  and  a  life  of  celibacj.  These  proved,  in 
rcipect  to  bioi,  bugea  poieljF  poetical )  aa  he  nerei  realised  either.  Here  folkwa  ■ 
^peciinen: 

**  Si  mihi,  li  Uceat  iraducere  leniter  oerum, 

"  Nan  poippani,  nee  opea,  nee  mihi  legnapetoi 

"  Vellem  ul,  Divlni  pendens  myiteiia  Verb), 

"  Coratii  decimii,  modieoquc  heatui  sgdlo, 

"  Virtute  et  ptuS  lira  pleiate  lacer. 
"  Adiint  et  Graoe  coroicet,  I^iinque  CaniceiUB, 

"  Et  fsveal,  lepidl  conjuge  caiiui  Hymen. 
"  Quid  resist  ?  tandem  mihi,  eura,  doiorque,  niste  ; 

"  Hoc  lantiUD  supcrett  ditcere  paste  moii." 

In  I771]irhen  Dr,  Mtrkbam,  then  Fithop  of  Cfaeaier,  who,  like  hlmseif,  hact  been 
educated  SI  WeaiipiDtter  and  Chiiilchurch,  wai  lelecied  by  ihe  King,  to  luperinttnd 
the  edueslioD  of  Ihe  Prince  of  Walea,  Mr.Jackion,  who  by  this  time  had  attained  the 
rank  of  D.  D.  was  nomiaated  Sub-Pteceplor.  The  iint  beneficial  eflect  resulting  from 
ihii-apfOiiUmeiitf  wwickDODijof  CbiittdiHcbj,  ifuithia  (WSSj,  he  wh  pvmotel 


Dcinzsaoy  Google 


DR.  JACKSON.  99 

%ilio  afterwards  obtuncd  so  much  celebrity,  was  seat  to  West- 
Biinster  at  an  early  period,  and  had  already  become  a  student 
at  Oxford,  when  his  brother,  who  was  eight  years  younger,  re- 
piured  to  the  former  school. 

William,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  was  elected  a 
King's  scholar,  on  the  foundation  in  J  764,  and  at  that  early 
period  gave  some  promise  of  his  future  talents  by  getting  into 
college,  the  head  boy  of  that  electicm.  Four  years  after  this 
he  was  chosen  a  student  of  Christ  Church,  and,  white  an  under> 
graduate,  added  tq  his  early  tame  by  recdving  the  Chancellor's 
prize  for  Latin  verae.  After  obtaining  the  d^ees  of  B.  A.  and 
M.A.  he  addicted  himself  to  the  study  of  theology,  and  being 
intended  like  his  elder  brother  for  the  church,  he  proceeded 
B.  D.  He  now  also  exercised  the  important  office  of  tutor, 
and  acted  as  rhetoric  reader  and  censor  to  his  society. 

The  close  friendship  that  had  long  subsisted  between  Dr. 
Markham,  who  had  been  lately  translated  from  Chester  to 
York,  and  bis  elder  brother;  proved  not  a  little  serviceable  to 
his  rising  fortunes,  for  the  archbishop  immediately  extended 
his  protection  to  him,  aad  conunenced  by  making  him  one  of 
his  own  chaplains.    Three  dl^rent  preferments  were  accord- 


U>  (he  more  envUble  and  lucnitire  rituitian  of  dnn  ;  while  hii  fiiend  and  cou^alar  b*- 
(una  Accbblihop  of  York. 

At  ihe  i^impletion  of  hii  Royd  Highnm't  cducidDTi  wh  TocmHl,  In  CDueqaence  of 
•Dmc  ankDona  ctuaci  for  otbfn,  the  doctot  found  mmple  occupttion  in  [erurmlng  his 
toll^^  iriiich  he  miut  ba  *lloired  to  hm  brought  into  high  eilimuiMi.  Being  ■ 
nuhemuiciin  hlDuelf,  thii  branch  of  icienee,  ao  much  ruhinted  at  Cunbridge,  ob- 
Drined  addiuonBl  re9|)ect  here  *Uo. 

Tba  Detu  now  prared  that  one  cleTg<rin>n  at  leut  could  bcmntl)'  and  from  hii  heart 
■xcUim  "  NoloEfriKopui!"  Girupon  ihedeath  of  AlchbiihopNewcombe,  he  refoaed 
the  primicj  of  Ireland  I  and  peneveied  in  hii  negatire,  when  in  English  bishopcidc, 
dial  of  Oxford,  «u  ifterwardi  olered  for  hii  acceptance.  Thit  did  not  htmeya  prerent 
hin  from  uDDg  hii  intenat  in  behalf  of  hia  broker,  although  be  naigqpd  hla  tnm  deui- 

Dr.  Cyril  Jaclcscn,  like  mcwt  celebrated  iFholati,  has  been  uiuall^  deemed  >ingiilar  on 
iccouDl  of  aom*  little  eccentiicitia  of  drest  and  nunoer ;  hut  he  nai  alnyi  conaideTsd 
a  good  and  aniiable  man. 

Dariog  the  controvenj  ahoul  the  religioog  initruction  of  oar  publie  aeminarin,  ha 
anteied  die  lisu  in  &TOni  of  Di.  VinFent :  Rirhedid  not  forget  on  thii  ocuiion,  tbit 
ht  UMwvbied  at  WMUuiiu(er,«iid  bail  fot  nan;  jean  aupeiuuended  Cbrincbutah. 
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iiigly  conf^red  at  three  different  periods,— a  (irebendal  etaU  at 
Southwell,  in  1780;  another  at  York,  in  1-783,  together  vith 
the  rectory  of  Beeford  within  the  same  diocese. 

Nor  were  his  merits  forgotten  in  other  quarters,  for  in  1 78S 
he  was  nominated  Regius  Pn^euor  of  Greek,  snd  soon  after 
became  one  of  the  curators  of  the  Clarendon  press :  the  former 
of  these  fq>pointmenU  being  in  the  gtfl  of  the  crown,  he  was 
doubtless  indebted  for  to  his  brother  Cyril,  who  retained  his 
influence  long  oiler  be  had  ceased  to  be  employed  about  the 
person  of  the  present  Regent. 

Mr.  Jackson,  about  the  same  period,  and  by  the  same  means, 
obtained  the  honourable  rather  than  lucrative  appointment  of 
preacher  to  the  Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  tui  ofiice  hitherto  ex- 
ercised by  some  of  the  first  dignitaries  of  the  church.  TTub 
tended  not  a  little  to  change  the  habits  of  his  life,  as  he  was 
now  obliged,  occasionally  at  least,  to  reside  in  town.  It  also 
connected  him  with  the  Benchers,  some  of  whom  already  held 
high  situations  at  the  bar,  and  were  afterwards  advanced  to  the 
bench  and  the  woolsack.  With  these  he  constantly  dined  on 
grand  days  at  the  cross  table. 

In  1 799  he  was  proposed  a  canon  of  Christ  Church,  nearly 
at  the  same  time  bis  elder  brother  became  its  dean ;  and  it  was 
not  until  this  late  period  that  he  stood  a  candidate  for  the  de- 
gree of  D.D.  But  still  higher  honours  now  awaited  him,  for  on 
the  death  of  Dr.  Moss*,  the  Prince  Regent,  out  of  respect  to 
his  old  preceptor,  tendered  him  the  vacant  see  of  Oxford,  which 
the  other  had  declined.  He  was  accordingly  consecrated  a 
bishop  towards  the  latter  end  of  1 8 1 1 ,  but  retained  the  dignity 
no  longer  than  for  the  short  term  of  four  years. 

Like  his  elder  brother,  he  had  been  long  subject  to  nervous 
diseases,  but  soon  after  his  elevation  to  the  mitre,  he  was  at- 
tacked with  one  of  a  far  more  serious  kind,  which  at  length  pnt 
an  end  to  his  existence  on  the  2d  of  December,  I8I£,  at  the 
episcopal  palace  of  Cuddesden,  Oxfordshire. 
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Dr.  William  Jackson  was  not  only  distinguished  for  his  eru- 
dition so  far  as  the  learned  languages  are  supposed  to  convey 
that  idea,  but  he  was  also  well  ekiUed  in  mathematics.  Both 
he  and  his  brother  endeavoured  to  render  this  a  prevailing  study 
at  Oxford,  that  it  might  thus  become  if  possible,  the  rival  of 
Cambridge  in  the  glory  derived  from  a  skill  in  the  sciences. 
His  Lordship's  sermons  were  esteemed  good  compositions,  and 
possessed  themeritofbeing  less  learned,  and  consequently  more 
plfun  and  perspicuous  than  those  of  Dr.  CyrilJackson.  In 
abort,  he  was  a  respectable  prelate,  whose  character  and  con- 
duct contributed  not  a  little  to  throw  additional  lustre  on  the 
dignitaries  of  the  Anglican  church. 
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Thb  Mobt  Koble  CHARLES  Duke  of  NORFOLK, 
D,C.L.  F.R.S.  AND  S.A. 

HKEBP1TAH1  BABL  OF  SURREY  (jUNE  28,  1*83);  EAHL  OF 
ARUNDBL  CA8TLB  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUSSEX  (5  HEN.  VIII.) 
EARL  OF  NORFOLK  {jUNE  6,  1644);  BARON  HOWARD,  OF 
CASTLE  RWINO  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NORFOLK  (bY  WRIT  OF 
BUMUONS  TO  PARLIAMENT,  OCT.  IS,  1470)  ;  HEREDITARY 
BARL  MARSHAL  (OCT.  19,  1672)  ;  BARON  MOWBRAY  {mAHCH 
6,  1768);  AND  PREMIER  DUKE,  EARL,  AND  BARON  OF  EKO- 
LAKD,  WITH  AN  EXCEPTION  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY  ALONE. 

IfVith  an  Exordium  relative  to  the  Howards.'} 

The  fimuly  of  Howard  has  always  beeo  accounted  one  of  tbe 
most  ancient  and  opulent  in  this  kingdom.  It  has  also  pro- 
duced many  celebrated  members,  who  have  occaaionaUy  di». 
tinguiahed  themselves  as  statesmen,  warriors,  and  men  of  let- 
ters. Enriched  partly  by  granto  and  acquisitions,  and  partly 
by  marriages  i  all,  with  a  few  recent  exceptions,  have  occupied 
bigh  itatiow  in  the  goTerraoent;  and  this  hoose  murt  be 
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lowed  to  be  intimatdy  connected  with  the  anntds  of  this  coirn- 
ti^,  not  only  by  serviceB  in  the  cabinet  and  the  field,  but  by 
attainders,  restorations,  and  judicial  murders. 

In  stating  the  origin  of  a  ducal  iamily,  the  chief  of  which 
presides  over  the  college  of  arms,  some  little  prolixity  might 
perhaps  be  allowable.  But  it  is  not  here  meant  to  follow  the 
example  of  those  genealo^sts  who,  setting  history  and  even 
probability  at  defiance,  boldly  pierce  into  the  night  of  tim^ 
and  derive  all  their  heroes  from  princes,  kings,  and  emperors. 
The  venerable  names  of  Marcomir,  Wirtckind,  and  Charle-  ■, 
magne,  are  recurred  to  by  some  with  the  most  disgusting  fami- 
liarity; wliiie  the  texts  of  Dugdale,  Gwillim,  and  Edmondson, 
are  strained  and  tortured  by  others,  for  the  purpose  of  support- 
iog  their  &bulous  and  flattering  legends. 

Some,  actuated  by  these  or  similar  moUves,  have  deemed 
Howard  a  title,  rather  than  a  name ;  while  others  derive  both 
name  and  family  fi^m  Harewaxd,  the  son  of  Leoiric,  the  b<hi 
of  the  Saxon  King  Edgar,  sole  monarch  of  England. 

A  third,  and  more  modest  class,  trace  no  further  back  than 
the  Norman  conquest,  and  are  content  to  adopt  the  Earl  of 
Passy,  Lord  of  Vernon  in  Normandy,  as  the  stock  whence  this 
fcmily  haa  branched.  These  refer  to  Roger  Fitz-Valerine  as 
the  founder,  who,  at  the  same  time,  obtained  a  name  for  his 
femily,  and  ample  estates  for  himself  by  the  possession  of  the 
&mous  castle  of  Hawarden  in  Flintshire.  The  joint  authori' 
ties  of  Harvey,  PhOpot,  and  Seager,  unite  in  maintaining  that 
his  son,  William  de  Howard,  bom  in  this  denne,  or  castle,  and 
a  poweriul  baron  in  the  time  of  Henry  I,  was  the  first  who  a»< 
sumed  the  modem  denomination. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  grand  connecting  link  being  in  fact  want^ 
in^  it  will  be  more  ^e  perhaps,  as  well  as  more  candid,  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  male  line  of  this  noble  family  is  indebted  to 
die  law  both  fi>r  its  ori^n  and  its  early  wealth.  All  that  we 
know  for  certunty  is,  that  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir  William)  How- 
ard, a  barrister  of  some  note,  rose  in  the  course  of  his  profes- 
uonal  avocations  to  be  a  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  where 
he  appears  to  have  sat  fixnn  1397  to  1108;  that  is  to  say,  during 
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the  latter  end  of  the  teign  «f  Edward  L  and  the  beginning  of 
that  of  Edward  II. 

The  female  branch  claims  a  far  more  distinguished  origin. 
King  Edward  the  First  had  a  son,  named  Thomas  de  Brotherton, 
from  the  village  in  Yorkshire  where  he  was  bom.  His  daugh- 
ter Margaret  was  created  Duchess  of  Norfolk  by  Richard  11. 
Thomas  de  Mowbray,  Earl  Marshal  of  England,  and  grand- 
son of  this  Margaret,  became  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  and  he  had 
two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Isabel,  the  former  of  whom  mar- 
ried Sir  Robert  Howard,  whence  is  supposed  to  have  descended 
Sir  William,  the  judge,  who,  by  means  of  his  professional  acqui- 
sitions, which  must  have  been  very  considerable  in  that  ag^ 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  power  and  fortime  by  which  his  de- 
scendants have  ever  since  been  distinguished. 

We  learn  from  respectable  testimony  *,  that  in  1 293  this  Sir 
WiUiam  Howard  was  appointed  one  of  the  two  judges  on  the 
Northern  circuit;  he  was  also  summoned  to  attend  various 
parliaments.  It  appears  also  that  he  had  large  possessions 
in  the  north-west  parts  of  Norfolk ;  but  he  was  buried  in  th« 
church  of  Melford  in  Sussex ;  and  it  is  evident  from  the  in- 
seription,  preserved  by  Collins,  that  his  name  was  f  Howard. 
By  his  first  wife  Alice,  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Edward 
Fitton,  Knt.  he  had  several  children.  Sir  John  Howu'd,  or 
Haward,  the  eldest  son  of  this  marriage,  seems  to  have  in- 
-  creased  his  patrimony  by  means  not  deemed  improper,  because 
a  common  and  received  usage  in  those  days :  for  in  the  34th 
of  Edward  I.  he  obtained  the  mardship  of  the  lands  and  heir 
of  John  de  Crokodale,  a  person  of  note  in  Norfolk.  The  feu- 
dal incidents  attendant  on  guardianship  were  many  and  rigor- 
ous :  in  fine,  the  spoliation  of  the  estate  usually  ensued,  'and  it 
was  many  years  after  the  minor  attained  foil  age  before  he 

•  Sii  Wm.  Dugdale. 

■f-  Heii,  or  perhtjM  utoi,  "  portnj'ed  ip  g'ssi,"  in  4  windon  of  the  church,  with  Oo 
Mhtrjuitgci,  iDdiuiier  ihem  ih»  inicrtpUon  in  Sexou  diuactcn! 
"  Pnj  for  ihe  good  >iue  of  Williim  Ramrd, 

"ChcfJuituoTYnglindj 
**  Aad  fbr  Ricliird  Pycot  and  John  Hin^, 
"  Jtuiii  of  ihe  Law*." 
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could  recover  himself  from  the  sudden  ruin  witli  which  his  for- 
tune bad  been  thus  overwhelmed !  It  is  evident  from  RymeTt 
that  he  must  have  been  a-man  of  note,  for  on  the  accession  of 
Edward  II.  to  the  crown  In  1307,  he  waa  summoned  to  attend 
&e  coronation  at  Westminster. 

Sir  John,  instead  of  following  the  lucrative  profession  of  his 
&ther,  appears  to  have  addicted  himself  wholly  to  arms,  for  he 
served  in  the  wars  against  the  Scots,  and  was  governor  of  the 
castle  of  Norwich.  Nor  should  it  escape  notice,  that  he  exer- 
osed  the  Vice-Comiti'al  powers  as  high  sheriff  of  both  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk,  an  oiSce  at  that  period  of  great  trust  and  con- 
fidence. Accordingly  we  find  him  commissioned  to  raise  forces, 
bodi  horse  and  foot,  for  the  purposes  of  being  conducted  to  the 
frontiers  in  order  to  march  into  Scotland.  He  himself,  indeed, 
appears  to  have  entered  France  at  the  head  ofa  body  of  troops, 
having  been  «nployed  in  the  expedition  to  "  Gascoine."  At 
this  period  he  armed  five  hundred  foot  soldiers  and  archers, 
**  wiUi  hactoons,  bacinets,  and  gauntlets  of  iron."  At  his 
death,  in  1331,  he  was  possessed  of  ten  manors,  besides  the 
honour  of  Clarfc 

Sir  John  Howard,  his  son,  was  constituted  ad^niral  and 
captain  of  the  king's  navy  in  the  north  during  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.,  and  by  his  marriage  with  Alice,  daughter  of  Sir 
Robert  de  Boy^  or  Bosco,  the  whole  inheritance  of  ^lat  house 
devolved  on  the  Howard  &mily.  He  was  himself  a  banneret, 
and  assisted  at  the  sitge  of  Calais  with  one  banneret,  six 
knights,  thirty-eix  men  at  arms,  and  thirty-five  archers  on 
liorseback. 

Sir  John  Howard,  his  son,  died  at  Jerus^em,  and  his  grand- 
ion,  of  the  same  name,  also  perished  on  his  journey  thither ; 
their  descendant.  Sir  Robert  Howard,  married  Margaret,  eldest 
daughter  of  Thomaa  de  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk  *,  by 
Elizabeth,  bis  wife,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Richard  Fitz- 

*  Thi>  Thnnu,  Duke  of  NorfiiUi,  ion  tnd  heir  to  John  Lor^  Mowbny,  by  Elinbelh 

kjl  wife,  daughlcr  ind  heir  of  John  Lord  Segnve,  and  oF  Mugalet  hii  wife,  diughtcr 

•niliHror'niamudeBmdienoD,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  OD  Feb.  13,  1383-6,  wu  ihefint 

praoB  iBTMUd  «idi  tbe  oSca  of  £ari  AT on^  J. 
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Alan,  ¥sTi  of  Arundel,  and  cousin  and  co-heir  to  John  Mow- 
bray, Duke  of  Norfolk,  by  which  alliance  a  large  portion 
of  the  inheritance  of  these  great  families  became  vested  at 
length  in  that  of  the  Howards.  Their  fortune  also  received  a 
considerable  accession  by  a  grant  of  certain  manors  from  Ed- 
ward IV.  in  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  and  Dorsetshire, 
to  Sir  John  Howard,  who  bore  the  title  of  Lord  Howard,  and 
made  a  successfiil  irruption  into  France,  during  which  he  seized 
on  the  isle  of  Rh^  He  appears  to  have  received  all  the  pro 
fits  of  the  new  coinage  in  his  quality  <^  treasurer  of  the  royal 
household.  He  also  obtained,  according  to  Philip  de  Com- 
mines,  over  and  above  a  pension,  no  less  than  24,000  crowns 
in  the  space  of  two  years  from  the  King  of  lYance,  to  whom 
be  had  been  sent  ambassador. 

Having  been  faithful  to  the  House  of  York  during  the  whole 
reign  of  Edward  lY.  by  whom  he  was  made  a  knight  of  the 
Garter,  he  also  continued  steadily  attached  to  Kichard  III. 
afler  he  got  the  crown,  the  latter  of  whom  conferred  on  him 
the  office,  name,  title,  and  honour  of  Earl  Marshal  of  En^  ■ 
land ;  he  was  also  advanced  soon  after  to  the  dignity  of  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  while  Thomas,  his  son,  was  created  Earl  of  Surrey; 
and  besides  several  manors,  the  offices  of  High  Steward  and 
Lord  Admiral^  of  England^  Ireland,  and  Aquitaine,  were  con- 
ferred on  him  for  life.  But  he  did  not  long  enjoy  his  great 
honours  and  numerous  posseesiona,  for  he  was  slain  at  the 
memorable  battle  of  Bosworth  field,  along  with  his  sovereign  j 
and  although  Henry  VII.  was  neither  king  dejhcto  nor  king 
dejure,  when  the  duke  bore  arms  against  him,  yet  he  was  sot»i 
after  att^nted  in  parliament. 

His  son  TbomaS)  who  had  been  ciMumitted  to  the  Tower, 
imd  attainted  also,  was  afterwards  liberiUed,  restored  to  his 
title  of  Evl  of  Surrey,  and  to  all  those  lands  which  appertained 
to  his  wife ;  he  was  also  re-elected  a  knight  of  the  Garter,  and 
employed  by  the  new  king  against  the  Scots,  on  which  occa- 
sion James  IV.  sent  him  a  challenge  to  fight  in  single  combat. 
He  was  finally  ^pointed  Lord  Treasurer  and  Marshal  of 
England ;  hia  e»tat«9  also  were  restored;  aod  after  the  batUe  of 
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jFlodden  field,  he  was  created  Duke  of  Norfolk  by  letters  patent, 
wbale  a  grant  was  at  the  s^me  time  made  in  special  tail  of 
about  twenty  manors,  in  tbe  counties  of  Salop,  Warwick,  Stal^ 
ford,  Wilts,  Berks,  Hertford,  Oxford,  and  Nottingham,  ble- 
ther with  the  castles  of  Bolsover  and  Horeston. 

Thomiis,  the  third  duke,  was  constituted  I^rd  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
He  was  also  employed  as  an  ambassador  to  Francis  I.,  and 
acted  against  the  Scots  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  body  of 
troops.  It  is  but  candid  to  own,  that  he  flattered  Wols^ 
during  his  prosperity,  and  threatened  "  to  tear  him  with  his 
teeth"  after  his  &11 ;  while  he  at  the  same  time  obttuned  part  of 
the  cardinal's  spoils.  He  spears  also  to  have  excited  the 
wrath  of  several  of  the  nobility,  whom  he  treated  as  "  new- 
raised  men,"  while  they,  in  return,  excited  the  restless  jealousy 
of  the  reigning  monarch,  who  caused  the  duke  to  be  suddenly 
apprehended,  Dec  12,  1546,  and  committed  to  the  Tower. 
Both  he  aiid  his  spn  were  attainted  by  special  bills,  which  were 
readily  assented  to  by  a  servile  parliament,  and  a  warrant  was  ac- 
cordingly sent  for  executing  the  former  of  these  noblemen,  whose 
head  was  actually  on  the  block,  which  act  was  alone  suspended 
by  the  lucky  demise  of  the  King  on  that  very  morning,  viz. 
January  28,  1546-7. 

He  remained  a  prisoner,  however,  with  his  lands  under 
sequestration,  during  the  whole  reign  of  Edward  VI, ;  but  on 
the  accession  of  Mary,  he  was  recognized  as  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
and  had  his  estates  restored  to  him,  which  appear,  in  his  own 
words,  as  quoted  by  Burnet,  to  have  "  been  gpod  and  stately 
geere,"  for  they  consisted  of  thirty-seven  rectories  and  advow- 
aons ;  two  hundreds  and  a  half  hundred ;  two  scites  of  monas- 
teries ;  one  collie ;  and  above  fifty  manors  *.  His  son,  the 
&mous  Earl  of  Surrey,  one  of  the  best  warriors,  scholars,  and 
poets  of  his  time,  had  been  put  to  death  by  Henry  VIII.  cm  the 
most  frivolous  pretences.     His  sonnets  in  praise  of'the  fiiir 

*  Notwiihiunding  ihli,  mancjr  mi  so  Mine  M  thU  pernd,  thitthe  pution  at,  bU 
ptni-^taghta,  Jine,  oho  wu  mBrritd  to  Chuin  Ncrille,  Enl  of  Wntmoreluidk 
•ouninted  to  no  more  thin  lOOOl.  —  £d. 

u  S 
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Geraldine,  supposed  by  Walpole  to  be  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Fit^rald,  tenth  Earl  of  Kildare,  exhibit  an  elegance 
of  composition  unknown  before  his  time  in  English  poetry.  • 

His  son,  Thomas  Howard,  fourth  Duke  of  Norfolk,  was  at 
first  in  great  favour  with  Elizabeth,  but  she  soon  became  jealous 
of  his  connexion  with  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  then  her  prisoner. 
On  bis  trial  for  high  treason,  he  was  denied  the  assistance  of 
counsel,  and  was  unanimously  pronounced  guilty  by  his  peers, 
without  either  parole  evidence,  or  witnesses  being  brought  into 
open  court  according  to  the  statute.  He  suffered  soon  after  on  a 
eca:^Id  at  Tower  Hill,  and  died  a  Protestant.  His  eldest  son, 
Philip,  was  called  Earl  of  Arundel,  as  owner  of  Arundel  casde 
in  the  county  of  Sussex,  this  having  been  adjudged  in  the  11th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  to  be  a  local  dignity;  he  was 
also,  in  consequence  of  this,  summoned  to  parUament,  and  by  a 
special  act  restored  in  blood,  soon  after  which  he  was  nonli- 
nated  a  Privy  Councillor.  Yet,  being  a  Roman  CathoUc,  he 
waa  repeatedly  imprisoned,  and  finally  tried  for  his  hfe,  on  fri- 
volous and  vexatious  charges ;  notwithstanding  which,  he  was 
convicted  of  high  treason,  although  the  Queen,  bold  and  dar- 

■  Heni;  Howud,  Etit  oS  Surrey,  hu  coneideird  bj  Whuton  ■■  the  ■■  fi»l  poTite 
writer  of  lare-TcrMa  in  oui  IsnguBge."  He  has  been  praiied  hj  Lelind,  Aidum, 
Dnjton,  Km.  it  one  period ;  and  hj  Unden,  Pope,  bd<)  Fenion,  it  anatlin.  Mr. 
Lo^,  in  hit  "  Biognphinl  Aecounii  of  ihe  Molbeiti  Pnruaiig,"  remaclu  "  that  bit 
chusner  TtStcts  iplendoT  eita  OD  the  name  of  Mowud.  With  the  yiie  ipliit  tni  dig- 
nilj  of  in  Engliih  noblemia,  ind  i«ith'a  penonil  counge  almoii  rOEnariiic,"  «ddt  he, 
<*  he  united  i  politeneu  and  ucbanit;  then  ilmoit  peculiar  to  hiniielf,  and  (U  thoae  raild 
■DdiDeetdiipoeiiiDDiohicbblandiibpriiatalifei  he  ptnieued  tilenti  capable  oftlmning 
■be  motiimporlanC  slate  iSain:  bnt  he»»loo  IiODOunble  lo  be  the  instrument  eithn 
of  tjnnn;  or  rebellion,  and  (he  violent  leign  under  which  he  bad  ibe  miitbrtune  to  live, 
■dinilted  of  no  mediDm. 

"  He  applied  theee  laltnli  therefore  to  softer  ttuiliei,  and  teiined  in  in  ago  too  rud« 
lo  enjiy  fully  ihoie  beauties  wbith  mere  nature  could  not  but  in  some  degree  relish,  the 
force  trfeapreiiion,  the  polish  of  it jle,  and  the  pa»ionate  sentimemt  of  the  beat  poeu 
of  utiqiulf ."     Hiaiwy  of  Engliih  Poetry,  vol.  iii.  p.  'j?. 

W.  Srott,  in  the  "Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,"  eiptnses  himself  thus  retpectlng  that 
noble  *sthoi: 

"  Tbe  gentle  Surrey  lor'd  his  Ijie — 

Who  hat  not  heard  of  Surrey's  fame  J 
Hit  wts  the  hero's  soul  of  Ere, 

And.  lus  tbe  bard's  iiniiMnltl  nunei 
And  hii  wu  line  culled  higli, 
By  all  the  glow  of  chintrj." 
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iag  as  she  was,  did  not  deem  it  fit  to  indict  the  penalty  of 
death.  On  this  occasion  he  shrewdly  observed,  "  that  Pop- 
bam,  the  Attorney-general,  had  mended  the  letters  and  confes- 
uons  produced  against  him  as  spiders  do  flowers,  by  extracting 
nothing  from  them  but  poison."  It  appeared  on  this  occasion, 
that  Bennet,  a  priest,  had  he&i  forced  to  accuse  him  &lsely» 
from  fear  of  the  rack,  as  it  was  not  then  unusual  to  put  wit- 
nesses to  the  torture,  to  extort  whatever  evidence  might  be 
wished  for  I 

Thomas,  the  son  of  this  unfortmiate  nobleman,  was  permit- 
ted by  courtesy  to  assume  the  title  of  Lord  Maltravers;  and  on 
the  accession  of  James  I.  he  was  not  only  restored  in  blood,  but 
«lso  obtained  all  the  honours  and  most  of  the  possessions  of  the 
Earl  of  Arundel,  by  which  title  he  was  now  recognized.  He 
was  aUo  constituted  Earl  Marshal  of  England  for  li^  with  a 
pension  of  2000t  a-year,  on  which  he  instituted  a  couit  for  the 
trial  of  offences,  with  greater  powers  than  before.  On  June 
6th,  164*,  he  was  created  Earl  of  Norfolk  by  Charles  I.  and 
died  two  years  after  at  Padua,  having  visited  Italy  several  times, 
in  consequence  of  his  attachment  to  the  fine  arts, — a  passion 
liilly  displayed  in  his  paintings,  statues,  &c.  more  especially  tha 
ArimdeUan  marbles.  He  was  also  a  great  admirer  and  steady  ' 
patron  of  Hans  Holbein.  * 

His  eldest  surviving  son,  Henry-FredericJc,  took  part  with 
^e  King  during  the  civil  wars,  and  in  1616  was  admitted  to 
composition  for  his  estates  on  paying  the  sum  of  60002.  Hie 
son  and  heir,  Thomas,  was  restored  by  special  act  of  parliament 
to  the  title  of  Duke  of  Norfolk,  &c.  f  Henry,  his  brother,  the 
axtb  duke,  visited  Constantinople,  and  bestowed  part  of  the 
Arundelian  marbles  on  the  unlversi^  of  Oxford,  at  the  insti- 
gatioD  of  Mr.  Evelyn. 

■  Halbein  breathed  hlilui  in  the  t)uke  of  Noifolk'i  bonis,  in  (be  prkirj  of  CliiiK 
ehojch,  near  AMgiie,  then  cilled  Duke'i  Piice. 

tHcnirHo-trd,  DnkeofNorfollcismemiannllntbeCouDtdeCirimiiiom'aMemoir*, 
itid  then  ill  ponnit  of  him  In  the  ocK  transUtion  publlahed  byHiid'ing]nl7g3,  fram  4 
painting  bj  Sir  Peter  Leij,  He  it  dreued  in  mrraour,  with  a  large  wig,  itid  a  mole  on 
the  light  cb«ek.  Even  tbcD  (ttmp.  Car,  II.J  his  eiuiei  win  cnimued  at  3S,0Oet. 
ferin.. 

a  4 
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Henry,  the  seventh  duke,  was  a  Protestant ',  and  appeare  to 
have  supported  the  Prince  of  Orange,  while  Edward,  the  ninth 
duke,  declared  ag^st  the  grandson  of  James  II.  In  1715. 
Nor  ought  it  to  be  omitted,  that  he  patronised  Vertue,  who 
engraved  for  His  Grace  the  large  plate  of  the  Earl  of  Arun- 
del and  his  lamily,  and,  at  Bis  request,  collected  the  works  of 
Holbein. 

Charles,  the  tenth  duke,  who  succeeded  collaterally  to  the 
titles  in  consequence  of  his  descent  from  Thomas,  Earl  of  Arun- 
del, was  educated  dii^y  on  the  continent,  and  throughcmt  the 
Vrhole  of  his  life  was  a  strict  Roman  Catholic,  keeping  a  chaphuo 
in  his  hous^  and  encouraging  those  of  that  religion.  He  was 
of  course  excluded  from  a  seat  in  parliament ;  and  said  to  have 
addicted  himself  more  especially  towards  the  latter  part  of  his 
lifc^  to  the  pleasures  of  the  table.  He  had  been  a  great  travel- 
ler in  his  youth ;  could  converse  &miliarly  in  the  L<atin  lan- 
guage; and  was  the  author  erf*  three  publications,  one  on  the 
penal  laws,  another  on  miscellaneous  subjects;  tlie  last  was 
entitled  "  Historic^  Anecdotes  of  some  of  the  Howard 
Family." 

Charles  Howard,  Seventh  and  lateDukeof  Norfolk,  EarlMar- 
shal  and  hereditary  Earl  Marshal  of  England,  Earl  of  Arundel, 
Surr^,  and  Norfolk,  &c.  was  bom  March  1 5, 1716;  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  death  of  his  two  sisteraf ,  became  an  (Hily  child. 
His  lather,  the  second  son  of  Charles  Howard,  c^  Greystock, 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  Esq.  was  at  this  period  a  plain 
country  gentieman,  residing  on  his  estate  without  pomp  or 
grandeur ;  for  he  was  not  then  even  heir  presumptive  to 
the  ducal  honours.  It  has  already  been  stated,  that  he  was  <^ 
the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion ;  and  his  wife  Catharine,  the 

•  "  Auguit,  Ifi97.  Some  ilmc  afiennrdi,  iht  Duke  of  Norlblk  ame  to  liiit  mt  in 
liondon,  wiili  whom  dltcDuning  upon  ihe  proent  litiulion  of  ibe  kingdom,  I  fouod  bim 
a  Tcrj  Gnu  ind  Head;  Protciunt,  lo  ithich  he  liod  been  cotitciIh)  in  the  Uie  nign,  uid 
bj  no  inaDi  nliiGeii  with  tbe  Conn."     Re'eib^'a  Mentoirii  p>  36fi- 

It  sppean  Trom  other  iDihoriiics  thai  he  joined  in  tbe  inviimion  (o  (he  Frinc*  of 
Onsge.  >nd  raned  a  regiment  for  hit  luppon. — Ed. 

f  Muj, ban iu  June  1743i  died  iuuiiitrinliaNtn.l7lAi  atid  Cilbvliw,  ■ho  di*d 
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daugliter  and  co-heir  of  Jolin  Brockholee  of  Claugliton,  in  the 
.  county  of  Lancaster,  Esq.  was  of  the  same  &ith.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  then  that  their  son  was  educated  in  these  prin- 
c^lcs.  He  was  chiefly  brought  up  in  the  north  of  Engluid, 
auTounded  by  pviests ;  he  also  resided  some  time  abroad  in  ' 
France,  whither  he  repaired  with  a.  private  tutor ;  and  it  was 
not  until  after  he  hod  attained  manhood,  that  he  was  en- 
abled to  escape  from  this  species  of  thr^dom.  Indeed,  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  thirty-one,  with  no  other  designation  than 
that  of  plain  Mr.  Howard,  when,  on  the  honours,  &c.  devolving  on 
his  father  in  his  old  age,  he  assumed  the  titular  distinction  of  Earl 
of  Surrey.  By  this  time  too,  he  had  become  a  husband  twice ; 
having  been  married  first  on  July  7,  1 767,  to  Mary- Anne, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Coppinger,  Esq,  of  Ballyvolanc, 
in  the  county  of  Cork;  and  seccmdty  on  April  2,  1771,  to 
Frances,  daughter  and  sole  heir  of  Charles  Fitzroy  Scudamor^ 
by  the  repudiated  Duchess  of  Beaufort,  who  brought  him  the 
great  Holm-Lacy  estate  in  Herefordshire,  as  a  dower.  But 
by  neither  of  these  ladies  had  he  any  issue ;  the  first,  indeed, 
died  in  child-bed,  in  the  course  of  a  year  after  the  nuptials ; 
while  the  second,  a  handsome,  stately,  and  amiable  woman, 
eoon  exhibited  symptoms  of  mental  derangement,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  she  has  ever  since  Uved  in  obscurity.  In 
I816«  a  r^ular  conunissi(»i  of  lunacy  was  issued  against  Her 
Grace. 

Lord  Surrey  soon  discovered  the  political  disadvantage! 
under  which  he  laboured  on  account  of  reli^on.  Iij  former 
times,  his  ancestors  had  been  persecuted  on  this  very  pretence ; 
and  some  of  them  had  actu^ly  lost  their  lives  on  bate  suf^i- 
don,  coupled  with  this  circumstance  alone.  Even  at  tfaia 
period,  his  father  was  deprived  of  his  parliamentary  privileges; 
and  could  not  exercise  that  trilling,  but  us^iil  distinction, 
annexed  to  the  Protestant  peerage,  of  superscribing  a  frank. 
He  himself,  also,  was  actually  debarred  the  right  of  sitting  in 
the  House  of  Commons;  while  the  high  office  of  Earl  Marshal, 
although  hereditary  in  the  femily,  was  only  permitted  to  h» 
eurdsed  by  a  deputy  of  the  Established  Church, 
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Whatever  degree  of  conviction  might  have  been  produced 
in  his  Lordfihip's  mind,  is  difScult  now  to  pronoimce  upon ; 
certain  it  is,  however,  that,  hke  his  ancestor  Henry,  the  se- 
venth duke,  he  actually,  in  the  &ce  of  the  world,  abjured  the 
"  Errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome,"  by  publicly  reading  his 
recantation  within  a  church  or  chapel  consecrated  to  public 
worship,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England,  in 
or  about  the  year  1780. 

This  circumstance  of  course  attracted  considerable  notice, 
as  the  Lords  Arundel,  Petre,  Clifford,  and  ail  the  old  English 
Catholic  families,  together  with  their  children,  remuned  firm 
adherents  to  the  ancient  faith.  One  of  the  consequenf:es  of 
this  arrangement,  however,  soon  became  obvious ;  for  Lord 
Surrey,  on  the  dissolution  of  the  fourteenth  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  on  July  8,  1780,  immediately  presented  him- 
self as  a  candidate  for  the  city  of  Carlisle,  in  which  his  family 
possessed  considerable  influence,  and  where  he  himself  had 
already  formed  a  party.  He  was  elected  in  express  opposition 
to  the  interest  of  Sir  James  Lowther,  which  produced  an  in- 
terminable war  between  them ;  and  in  a  short  time  after  he 
had  taken  his  seat,  was  nonunated  by  his^&ther,  Deputy  Elarl 
Marshal  * ;  a  circumstance,  which  se^us  to  prove,  at  least, 
that  the  old  Duke,  was  not  very  resentful  in  respect  to  the  late 
change  in  his  son's  religion.  This  office  had  been  hitherto  exe- 
cuted by  a  stranger,  or  distant  relative,  for  more  than  a  century.f 

•  Hii  Lordihip  WM  Ipproved  bjlhe  King,  SepJ.a,  1782. 
■    +  Tlie  following  li  i  Hit  of  ihe  DspuijEBTis  MuvMoT  Eoglind,  duting  the  Ugil 
InnpuUji  of  the  Dukci  of  Norfolk: : 

IfiSI,  Jimn  Earl  of  SuSblk,  April  18. 

1693,  ThDmii  £ul  of  Soatlunipton,  tod  Gta  other  cable  commUtionere,  Maj«6. 

1701 ,  Chule*  Eul  oT  CuliiU. 

1706,  Henry  Earl  of  Bindon. 

17  IS,  Heni;  Bom,  Eirl  itf  Berkthire. 

1731,  Talbot  Earl  of  Suihi. 

1731.  FiiDcii  Earl  of  Effingham. 

1743,  Thomaa  Earl  of  Effingham'. 

1763,  KenirEarlofSufibikandBerkihin-. 

176S,  KctiardEatl  (tf  Scarborough. 

1777,  Thomu  Earl  of  Effingham. 

1783,  Charlci  E*ri  oT  Snnrej,  who  nareiBcd  all  tha  (imctioiw,  until  tbe  dam'M  of 
hk&tbet,  ih* ptcccdiDf  I>n]ce of  Nocfblk,  ini78S. 
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No  sooner  had  the  Earl  of  Surre^r  taken  hiB  seat,  than  he 
joined  the  party  then  in  opposition  to  Lord  North ;  and,  by 
the  weight  of  his  fortune  and  pretensions,  contributed  not 
only  to  swell,  but  a^randise  the  list  of  this  minister's  enemies. 
To  him  indeed  it  was  owing,  that  the  Premier,  at  last,  actually 
retired ;  for  notwithstanding  his  being  reduced  to  a.  minority 
on  the  subject  of  the  continuance  of  the  war  with  America,  his 
Lordship  exhibited  no  symptom  of  retreat,  until  alarmed  at  a 
motion  by  the  member  for  Carlisle,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
forcing  him  to  withdraw,  he  reluctantly  declared,  "that  he 
was  no  longer  minister."  • 

No  sooner  had  the  Rockingham  administration  succeeded* 
than  a  shower  of  honours,  titles,  and  preferments  fell  on 
its  adherents.  The  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorksbiref,  whichincluded  the  colonelcy  of  a  miUtia 
repment,  was  immediately  appropriated  by  the  noble  person 
whose  life  forms  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  He  was  also 
complimented  with  the  degree  of  D.  C.  L.  nearly  at  the  same 
time. 

When  the  Earl  of  Shelbume  was  nominated  Minister,  Lord 
Sarrey  adhered  to  Mr.  Fox ;  refiised  all  offers  of  preferment ; 
and  became  once  more,  a  strenuous,  member  of  a  new  oppo- 
^tion.  But  after  the  coalition  with  Lord  North  had  taken 
place,  and  the  late  Duke  of  Portland  was  nominated  first  Lord 
(rf"  the  Treasury,  the  Earl  accepted  the  office  of  one  of  the 
Commissioners,  April  5,  1783.  On  this  occasion,  a  new  writ 
was  issued,  and  he  was  immediately  re-elected  for  Carlisle. 
But  he  exercised  the  duties  of  this  place,  which  was  paltry  in 


•  OnMarchl9,  1782,  hii  Loidibip  rcilerattd  >  noolion,  which  btd  before  been  toM 
bj  ■  ■niJDcil]'  of  nioe ;  vrz. 

"  Tbtt  the  Hoiue,  liking  inin  concideniioo  the  debt  incurred  tod  ibe  louei  >iu- 
Uined  in  the  preient  wer,  could  piece  no  furiher  couGdence  in  ihe  miniiten  iiha  b*d 
tbe  direciion  of  public  nfljirs."  When  abcnt  tu  tpcek  tu  the  queition,  ihe  taiolntt 
(Liord  North)  rose,  »nd  eiplicitijr  decliitd :  "  that  his  majeitt  had  come  to 

and  hii  coltnguei  ooiy  [eieined  theli  official  liluliona,  soiil  oiber  mioNlcn  were  if- 
poinied  to  oeFup7  their  pUet*. 
t  Sqil.as,  1783. 
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point  of  ^Dolvimait,  and  inferior  also  in  every  other  respect, 
fyr  only  a  few  monthi,  Mr.  Pitt  having  succeeded  to  power 
in  Deconber ;  and  retained  the  office  of  first  Lord,  to  which 
was  annexed  that  of  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer,  through  a 
long  and  tempestuous  period  of  ^hteen  years ;  a  term  alone 
equalled,  in  point  <A  duration,  by  the  administratioa  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole. 

Lord  Surrey,  who  had  before  joined  in  Mr.  Dunning's  cele- 
brated motion,  "That  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was  increased, 
is  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished,"  now  united  in  the 
popular  cry  for  a  reform  in  parliament.  His  political  oppo- 
nwts,  and  indeed  some  of  his  private  friends,  had  seen,  or 
at  least  afiected  to  see,  that  the  youthful  Premier  had  crept 
into  power,  by  means  of  court  favour ;  and  that  too  in  direct ' 
opposition  to  repeated  votes  of  a.  former  House  of  Commons ; 
and  they  now  felt,  that  no  sooner  had  power  changed 
hands,  and  a  general  election  ensued,  than  implicit  obedience 
fidlowed,  on  the  part  of  the  very  same  body.  They,  there- 
fore, most  heartily  joined  in  the  cry  of  reform ;  and  as  the  minis- 
ter waspledged  to  this  very  measure  by  every  promise,"and  every 
sentiinent  that  could  bind  on  ingenuous  uid  honourable  mind, 
he  was  thus  placed  in  the  most  aukward  perdicament  possi- 
ble between  consistency  and  principle  on  one  side ;  and  in- 
terest and  ambition  on  the  other.  Ob  this  occasion,  a  kind  of 
gmCTal  assembly  was  convoked  in  Giuldhall ;  deputies  were 
sent  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  the  county  of 
Surrey,  in  particular,  was  represented  by  the  Earl  of  the  same 
name,  with  Mr.  Home  Tooke  for  his  coadjutor.  His  Lordship 
also  belonged  in  succession  to  three  other  popular  societies ; 
the  Constitutional ;  the  Friends  of  the  People ;  and  the  Whig 
Club. 

On  th^  demise  of  his  father,  August  SI,  1786,  the  subject 
of  this  memoir  succeeded  to  all  his  titles,  honours,  and  estates; 
and  exercised  the  office  of  Earl  Marshal,  in  his  own  person, 
from  that  period  to  the  last  hour  of  his  existence.  In  the 
House  of  Lords,  as  in  the  House  of  Commons,  his  Grace  was 
ahoost  uniformly  in  composition;  and  constantly  oppi^  all 
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Mr.  Fitt'e  plant)  for  interposing  in  the  intern^  gommmeat  of 
France ;  his  attempt  to  sut^ugate  that  country,  and  his  scheme 
of  subeidiung  all  the  powers  of  Enrope  in  turn,  for  the  purpose 
of  canying  on  a  sanguinary  and  expensive  craifiict. 

During  the  n1iol6  time  that  the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Haa- 
tings  occupied  the  attention  of  the  public ;  that  is  to  say,  irom 
Feb.  7,  1786,  when  proceedings  commenced  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  until  the  acquittal  of  that  gentleman,  April  23, 
1795,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  no  indi&rent  qiectator. 
When  Mr.  Burke  t^peared  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
at  the  head  of  the  mosL  celebrated  men  of  the  age,  on  Monday, 
February  18th,  1788,  bis  speech  was  at  once,  dignified  and 
pathetic :  "  I  charge  Warren  Hastings,"  exclums  he,  "  in  the- 
name  of  the  Commons  of  England  here  assembled,  with  hi^j^ 
criiQes  and  misdemeanours !  I  charge  him  with  fraud,  abusc^ 
treachery,  and  robbery  I  I  charge  him  with  cruelties  beibre 
unheard  of;  and  devastations  almost  without  a  name !  I 
charge  him  with  having  scarcely  Idi  in  India,  what  will  prove 
satisfaction  for  his  guilt 

"  Andn«w,  I  address  myself  to  this  assembly,  with  the  most 
perfect  reliance  on  the  justice  of  this  High  Court.  Among 
you,  I  see  a  venerable  and  religious  band,  whose  province  and 
whose  duty  it  is,  to  venerate  that  government  which  is  esta- 
blished in  justice  and  mercy.  To  them,  what  must  have 
been  the  principles  of  Mr,  Hastings? 

"  Amongst  you,  I  see  the  Judges  of  England,  the  deliverers 
of  law  founded  on  equal  justice.  To  them,  what  must  have 
been  the  usurpations,  the  tyranny,  the  extortions  of  Warren 
Hastings  ?  Amongst  you  I  descry  an  illustrious  and  virtuous 
train  of  nobles,  whose  fore&thers  have  fought  and  died  for  the 
Constitution  I  men  who  even  do  less  honour  to  their  children, 
than  th^  children  do  to  them,  who  are  assembled  to  guard 
the  constitution  which  they  have  received.  From  them  what 
must  the  violator  of  all  forms,  and  constitutions  deserve  F  With 
one  voice  they  will  encourage  this  impeachment,  which  I 
here  solemnly  muntain. 

**  I  impeach,  therefor^  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  name  t£ 
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our  holy  Religion,  which  he  has  disgraced.  I  inipeach  him  in 
the  name  of  the  English  Constitution,  which  he  has  violated 
and  broken.  I  inipeach  him  in  the  name  of  Indian  millions, 
whom  he  has  sacrificed  to  injustice.  I  impeat^  him  in  the 
name,  and  by  the  best  rights  of  human  nature,  which  he  has 
stabbed  to  die  heart ;  and  I  conjure  this  high  and  sacred  Court, 
to  let  not  these  pleadings  be  heard  in  vain  !  " 

On  the  sixth  day  of  the  trial,  (February  22d,  1788,)  after 
the  Lord  Chancellor  had  delivered  his  opinion,  relative  to  the 
mode  of  proceeding,  he  was  followed  by  the  Lords  Stanhope, 
Coventry,  Abingdon,  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  all  of  whom 
qtoke  in  rotation ;  but  when  the  House  had  determined  "  to 
hear  the  whole  evidence  in  support  of  all  thecharges  of  impeach* 
ment,  and  then  to  let  the  defendant  enter  on  his  defence, " 
his  Grace  did  not  join  in  the  protest  of  tlie  dissentient  Lords, 


among 


whom  we  find  the  names  of  Portland,  Devonshire, 


Manchester,  and  Fitzwllliam.  Yet  the  duke  soon  after  cen- 
sured the  "  mode  of  first  putting  the  question  upon  every 
individual  article  of  each  charge,  and  then  dividing  upon  it ; 
M  each  decision  thus  given,  went  abroad  as  the  verdict  of  the 
House ;  "  he  thought  "  that  the  Peers  should  each,  in  their  In- 
dividu^  capacity,  as  judges  in  this  trial,  give  a  verdict  of 
*  Guilty,'  or  *  Not  Guilty,'  upon  each  charge  of  the  im- 
peachment, as  presented  by  the  Commons  of  England." 

On  the  two  first  charges,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  placed  his 
band  upon  his  heart,  and  exclaimed  "  guilty  upon  my  ho- 
nour !  "  The  first  of  these  accused  Mr.  Hastings  with  a 
series  of  the  most  wanton  acts  of  oppression,  cruelty,  and  ex- 
'  tortion  against  the  Rajah  of  Benares ;  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 
most  heartily  joined.  Lord  Loughborough,  then  Chancellor, 
the  Earls  of  Carnarvon,  Beverly,  and  Radnor,  and  the  Earl 
of  Suffolk,  all  joined  in  the  same  vote;  while  twenty-three 
pronounced  a  verdict  of  "  Not  Guilty."  Charge  2,  imputed 
cruelty  and  injustice  to  the  prisoner,  in  respect  to  his  treat- 
ment of  the  royal  family  of  Oude ;  six  pronounced  him 
"Guilty,"  and  twenty-three  "  Not  Guilty."  On  this  his  Grace 
unrobed  ;  and  ceased  to  act  as  a  judge. 
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It  has  already  been  observed,  that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  u 
liOrd  Lieutenant  of  the  West  Riding,  had  a  raiment  of  mili- 
tia at  his  disposal ;  and  it  now  remains  to  be  stated,  that  he 
acted  for  many  years  as  colonel.  The  battaUon,  under  his 
immediate  inspection,  was  trained  and  disciplined  with  no 
common  care  and  attention.  From  this  command,  which  is 
generally  a  source  of  considerable  emolument  to  others,  he 
derived  no  manner  of  advantage  whatsoever,  for  he  converted 
the  whole  receipt  into  a  fond  for  increasing  the  comforts  of 
this  &vourite  corps.  A  circumstance  however  occurred,  that 
necessarily  put  an  end  to  all  his  military  pumiits,  and  clearly 
proved  the  high  degree  to  which  party  animositJes  were  then 
unhappily  carried.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Whig  Club, 
for  the  purpose  of  commemorating  Mr.  Fox's  return  for 
Westminster,  in  consequence  of  the  strong  declaration  of  the 
popular  voice  in  his  favour,  his  Grace  of  Norfolk,  was  nomi- 
nated to  preside;  and  in  that  capacity,  gave  the  usual  toasts^ 
on  that  occasion,  which,  as  is  well  known,  are  set  down  by  a 
committee,  and  pronounced  ex  o^cio  by  the  chairman.  One 
of  thes^  *'  the  Majesty  of  the  People ! "  (Majeslas  PopuU 
Bomani),  gave  such  oSence  to  those  in  power,  that  this 
nobleman  was  soon  after  dismissed  from  being  Lord  ZJeu- 
tenant,  and  consequently  deprived  of  that  re^ment  which  he 
had  taken  such  delight  in  training.* 

This  is  said  to  have  affected  him  not  a  little ;  however,  an 
opportunity  occurred,  eight  years  after,  when  his  friends  once 
more  attained  power,  to  restore  htm  to  his  former  condition; 
for  Mr.  Fox,  who  himself,  had  been  struck  out  of  the  list  of 
Privy  Councillors,  took  care  also,  on  his  own  reinstatement, ' 
of  the  honour  of  his  friend.  Accordingly,  on  the  death  of  the 
late  Duke  of  Richmond,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  immedi- 
ately nominated  to  succeed  him  as  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
Sussex,  and  on  this,  appointed  himself  to  the  command  of  the 
vacant  colonelcy  of  that  regiment. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.   Pitt  to  power,  his   Grace  as  an 

nniform  friend  to  thepadfa  ^em,  was  of  course  hostile  to  his 

*  Tbii  occorred  io  17S>. 
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admin  istratiMi ;  he  also  opposed  the  pres^it  muusten  on  ex- 
actly tbe  same  account.  Yet,  after  a  majority  had  sanctioned 
both  a  renewed  and  a  prolonged  contest,  by  their  votes,  the 
Dake  did  not  deem  himself  justified  in  denying  the  most  ample 
means  for  conducting  the  war.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  seen, 
that  on  a  recent  occasion,  and,  what  is  very  rcanarkable,  per- 
haps on  the  very  last  day  he  ever  appeared  in  the  House  of 
Lordsi,  this  nobleman  gave  hia  direct  sanction  to  one  of  the 
most  unpopular  imposts,  that  has  ever  been  levied  in  this  comi- 
try ;  and  that  too,  notwithstanding  the  open  and  direct  dissoit 
of  those  with  whom  he  had  been  accustomed  to  act. 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  "  Property  Tax  Bill,"  May 
10th,  1815,  after  Earl  Grey  had  objected  to  this  tax,  as  "  un- 
equal, vratatious,  and  oppressive,"  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  rose 
in  his  place,  and  "  folly  agreed  with  ministers  in  the  necessity 
of  making  preparations  for  war.  Yet  he  hoped,  that  every 
means  would  at  the  same  time  be  adc^ted  to  procure  peace  by 
iUf;oclation.  Instead  of  thinking  the  tax,  then  under  consi- 
deration, either  unequal  or  oppressive,  it  had  always  been  his 
(pinion,  that  it  was  the  most  fair  and  eqmtable  that  had  e^'er 
been  devised.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  trusted,  that  the  wise 
practice  of  going  into  a  committee,  would  not  be  dispensed 
with ;  as  it  was  necessary  to  ad<^t  any  amendments  that  might 
be  suggested." 

And  here  too,  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  during  the 
whole  of  his  parliamentary  career,  his  Grace  was  a  zealous 
opponent  to  the  slave-trade.  He  could  never  be  prevailed 
upon  to  weigh  raw  sugar  against  human  blood ;  and  allow  - 
'  Africa  to  be  depopulated  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
entries  at  the  Custom  House,  and  enhancing  the  ibrtunea  of 
West  India  merchants  and  planters.  He  therefore  contended 
manfully  against  its  existence ;  and  most  cordially  voted  for 
its  final  abolition,  which  he  lived  to  see  fiiUy  eflFected. 

At  length  the  time  had  arrived,  when  a  period  was  to  be 
put  to  the  mortal  career  of  this  distinguished  nobleman,  and 
death  was  to  close  the  scene  of  all  his  labours.  Many  symp- 
tomi  of  a  disagreeable  kind  had  long  been  exhibited)  Mul 

Dcinz.SDv  Google 


DUXE  OF  NORFOLK.  113 

tren  doing  the  honours  <^  the  late  festival,  at  Arundel  Castle, 
be  is  s^d  to  have  received  repeated  warnings  of  the  ap- 
proaching catastrophe.  In  the  course  of  the  autumn,  he  be- 
came seriously  indisposed,  and  in  the  winter  was  confined  to 
fais  bed  at  his  house  in  St.  James's  Square, 

The  disease,  which  proved  fatal,  at  first  assumed  the  ap- 
pearance of  wttfer  in  the  chest  ,■  but  it  soon  menaced  a  speedy 
and  general  dissolution.  As  His  Grace  was  of  a  very  plethoric 
habit,  had  lived  freeiy,  and  had  already  attained  a  mature  age ; 
his  life  from  the  very  first  was  despaired  oC  He  languished, 
however,  for  several  weeks,  during  which  period  he  saw  several 
of  his  friends,  particularly  the  celebrated  Captfun  Morris,  with 
whom  be  had  hved  in  great  intimacy  for  many  years ;  be  is 
s^d  to  have  detmned  this  genlleman  for  many  hours,  and  to 
hare  expressed  a  great  regard  fiir  him  at  parting. 

During  thir  awful  stru^le,  which  finally  closed  on  the  16th 
of  December,  the  Duke  is  said  to  hare  sent  to, a  bookseller's  in 
Pali-Mall,  for  Drelincourt's  "  Consolations  against  the  Fears 
of  Death ;"  a  work  th^t  has  passed  through  forty  editions,  in 
French  and  English.  It  was  also  whispered,  that  he  refused 
seeing  a  Priest  of  the  Church  of  -Rome  in  his  last  moments, 
although  this  had  been  repeatedly  proposed  to  him. 

The  fiineral  procession  left  Norfolk  House,  St.  James's 
Square,  about  nine  o'clock  on  Saturday,  December  2S,  com- 
posed of  the  coach  and  six  horses  of  Hia  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  and  nearly  twenty  other  noblemen's  and  gen- 
tlemen's carriages;  and  arrived  at  Burford  Bridge  at  four, 
fiwn  which  place,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Dorking,  the  body  was 
conveyed  in  state  to  the  latter  town.  The  cavalcade  consisted 
of  tbe.  Duke's  Gentleman  on  horseback,  fuUy  caparisoned, 
bearing  th&  ducal  coronet  and  golden  batons  of  ofBce  upon  a 
cushion  of  crimson  velvet,  before  the  hearse. 

The  chief  mourners  wer^  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Earl  of 
Surrey,  Lord  Viscount  Andorer,  Henry  Howard,  jun.  Esq. 
and  Henry  Howard,  of  Corby  Castle,  in  Cumberland,  Esq, 
Tbe  gentlemen  of  the  Duke's  household,  with  his  servant^ 
,$4iow«d  in  tax  mourning  coaches;  and  the  Deputy  Gittet 
I 
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king  of  arms,  Norroy  king  of  arms,  three  heralds,  and  three 
pursuivants,  attended  in  the  tabarde  of  state,  to  perform  the 
ceremonies  usual  at  the  funeral  of  the  Earl  Marshal  of 
England. 

When  arrived  at  the  church-yard  gate^  the  procession  wa« 
met  by  the  Vicar  of  Dorking,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  James  Sal-  . 
laway,  Earl  Marshal's  Secretary,  and  the  Rev.  Mr,  Synumds* 
the  Duke's  domestic  chaplains;  the  foot-procession  was  mar- 
shalled by  the  heralds,  Norroy  king  of  arms  bearing  the 
coronet.  After  the  funeral  service,  Deputy  Garter  proclaimed 
the  Duke's  style  and  titles,  in  the  following  form  and  order, 
with  great  solrannity,  during  an  awful  silence  that  ^isued : 

The  Most  High,  Mighty,  and  Most  Potent  Prince 

Charles  Howard  Duke  of  Nohfolk  ! 

Earl  Marshal ! 

And  Hereditary  Earl  Marshal  of  England ! 

Earl  of  Arundel  Castle ! 

Earl  of  Surrey !  Earl  of  Norfolk !  Earl  of  Norwich  ! 

Baron  of  Mowbray ! 

Baron  of  Howard !  Baron  of  Segrave  I 

Baron  of  Brewese  of  Gower ! 

Baron  Fitz-Alan !  Baron  Warren !  Baron  Clun ! 

Baron  Oswaldestre !  Baron  Maltravers ! 

Baron  Greystock !  Baron  Fumival !  Baron  Verdon ! 

Baron  Lovetot !  Baron  Strange  ! 

and  Premier  Baron  Howard  of  Castle- Rismg ! 

Premier  Duke,  Premier  Earl,  Premier  Baron  of  England  ! 

And  Chief  of  the  Illustrious  Family  of  the  Howards  ! 

So  saying  he  immediately  broke  the  staves  and  threw  them 
into  the  grave. 

The  following  coato  of  arms,  besides  pemions,  crests.  Sec 
were  displayed  on  this  occasion. 

Four  Grrand  Quarters:  viz. 

1.  Howard  Gttles,  on  a  Beaid  between  Six  Cross  CrossleU 
fitcfay,  .S^ent,    The  ai^meatatinn  in  memoiy  of  the  yjettaj 
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giuned  over  the  Scots  at  Hodden  Field ;  viz.  on  an  Escutcheon, 
Or,  a  demi-Lion,  pierced  through  the  mouth  with  an  arrow, 
within  a  double  treasure  flory  —  counter-flory,  Gules. 

3.  Oules,  three  Lions  passant  guardant,  in  pale  Or,  a  label 
irf  three  points  in  chief  Argent,  for  Thomaa  of  Brotbertont 
Earl  of  Norfolk. 

S.  Cheeky  Or  and  Azure,  for  Warren  Earls  of  Surrey. 

And  4.  Gules,  a  Lion  rampant.  Argent,  for  Mowbray  Dukes 
of  Norfolk. 

Behind  the  whole,  two  Marshal's  staves  in  saltir^  Or,  ena* 
melled  at  each  ^d  Sable,  having  the  King's  arms  at  thfe  upper^ 
and  his  own  at  the  lower  end.  The  badge  of  His  Grace's 
Hereditary  office  as  Earl  Marshal. 

Crest. 
On  a  chapeau,  Gules  turned  up  ermine,  a  Lion  statant 
guardant.  Or,  (his  tail  extended,)  gorged  with  a  ducal  c<^ 
ronet,^  Argent,  as  descended  frtnn  Mai^aret,  daughter  and 
heir  of  lliomas  de  Brotherton,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  fifth  son  of 
King  Edward  h 

SUPPOETERS. 

On  the  dexter  side  a  Lion ;  on  the  sinister  a  Horse,  both 
Ai^Hent;  the  latter  hohiing  a  slip  of  Oak  fruited,  Proper. 

'  Motto. 

Soi^  Virtus  invicta;  Virtue  alone  is  iNvmaBUE. 

The  coffin  was  richly  covered  with  crimson  velvet,  sur- 
mounted with  silver  ornaments,  and  the  arms  were  engraves 
upon  a  plate  of  sQrer  gilt,  with  the  subjoined  inscription: 

Depositum 

niu^rissimi  Principis 

Caroli  Howard,  Duds  de  Norfolk, 

Comids  Mareschalli  Anglise 

Jure  Hsereditario ; 

ComitiB  itenim  de  Arundel  et  Suxreyt 

I  3 
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Baronis  de  Fitzalan,  Clun,  Oswaldestr*, 

et  Maltravere,  &c.  &c. 

Qui  diem  obiit  supremom 

Die  Decemb.  xvi""  Annoque  Sacro 

HDCCCXY. 

Anmim  agens  septuagesimum. 

Tte  ceremony  was  witnessed  by  a  crowd  of  the  Duke's  te- 
nantry, and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbouring 
villages,  who  preserved  the  strictest  order  and  most  drcorou* 
silence. 

Thus  died,  and  was  buried,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age, 
Charles  Howard,  eleventh  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  a  man  who  passed 
a  long  life,  not  like  some  of  his  immediate  ancestors,  in  the 
retirement  of  obscurity ;  but  exposed  to  the  full  blaze  of  day ; 
having  appeared,  for  many  years,  in  the  constant  exercise  of 
his  various  functions  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  fmd  the 
county  of  Sussex;  a  Coicmel  of  MiUtia;  Deputy,  and  Earl 
Marshal;  and  a  Peer  of  ParUament. 

To  the  praise  of  being  an  orator,  His  Grace  did  not  se«n  to 
aspire  in  either  House ;  and  if  he  affected  that  character  at 
all,  it  was  in  the  Adelphi,  rather  than>at  Westminster.  He 
■was  pretty  constant,  however^  in  his  attendance  in  parliament, 
and  seldom  missed  a  Committee  of  Privileges.  Perhaps  he 
considered  himself  as  bound  officially  to  tdte  cognizance  of 
peerage  cases ;  and  it  has  been  said,  that  he  was  jealous  of 
Jresh  cldms,  and  rather  leaned  against  the  increase  of  the 
English  baronage.  To  divorces  too,  he  piud  particular  at- 
tention ;  and  on  those  occasions,  must  be  allowed  to  have  he&k 
hberal,  for  he  was  always  particularly  soUcitous  to  obtain  a 
suitable  provision  for  the  unhappy  female  who  had  deviated 
irom  the  strict  line  of  chastity. 

In  private  life,  the  Duke  exhibited  a  knowledge  of  the  world 
but  seldom  to  be  met  with  in  persons  of  his  high  rank.  He 
was  singularly  gifted  with  that  talent  usually  designated  under 
the  name  of  shreaodiiess.  It  was  impossible  even  for  a  petty 
tradesman  to  over-reach  bim,  so  conversant  was  he  in  the 
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miinitiffi  of  btuinesB;  and  this,  perlu^  led  to  details  and  re- 
sults not  strictly  DucaL  He  was  well  pleased  with  any  one 
who  reposed  confidence  in  him ;  and  in  such  cases  acted 
nobly.  HsTing  a  dispute  with  a  professional  gentleman,  re- 
specting some  lands  in  Sussex,  which  one  of  the  Duke's  stewards 
confidently  aiGrmed  appertained  to  him;  he  commenced  a 
suit  for  their  recovery.  On  this  the  barrister  sent  him  his 
title  deeds,  and  the  Duke  instantly  desisted  irom  his  preten- 
■ions.     This  was  told  me  by  one  of  the  parties. 

As  a  patron,  he  is  entitled  to  great,  but  not  to  uniform 
pruse.  Ailer  the  death  of  Mr.  Brooks,  who  lost  his  life  in 
the  crowd  at  the  Haymarket  theatre,  a  few  years  since,  His 
Grace  resisted  every  application  for  the  appointment,  untj] 
he  had  discovered  a  proper  person  to  supply  tlie  vacancy,  and 
when  Mr.  Dallaway  published  his  work  on  the  scimce  of 
heraldry,  he  bestowed  the  office  on  him  unasked.  He  also 
contributed  handsomely  to  a  topc^aphical  account  of  part 
of  the  county  of  Sussex  *,  but  he  did  not  lire  to  'see  this  work 
completed ;  the  first  volume  having  been  published  some  dme 
after  his  death,  and  that  at  a  price  which  precludes  all  but 
the  opulent  alone  from  becoming  purchasers.  He  also  con- 
tributed to  a  History  of  Herefordshire  f .  On  the  other  hand 
his  Grace's  conduct  in  respect  to  Mr.  Taylor,  was  &r  from 
being  liberal.  He  actually  impounded  the  translation  of  Plato, 
and  conducted  himself  in  a  way  that  Tonson  would  have  dis* 
dained,  and  Curl  himself  would  have  scarcely  practised.  % 

As  to  his  fri^dships,  the  Duke  remtuned  all  bis  life  attached 
to  Mr.  Fox ;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  observe,  that  be  nsited 
the  late  Mr.  Stoney  Bowes  ||,  both  in  the  Kin^s  Bench,  and 

•  A  HiMorjr  of  (he  WsaUra  DWiiion  of  the  County  of  Su«ei,  HidudiDg  tha  npet 
of  ChiehnWT,  Aronde],  and  Bnmlwr,  with  lUe  tiij  mod  dloccie  of  ChiehtMer.  Bj 
Jima  D«II*w«y,  B.M.  F.A.S.    ViJ.  1.    Pri«  i(.  81.  in  boiHi. 

-I-  Colltctioni  lomrdi  ihc  Hiuorf  iDit  Anti^iliei  of  itie  Counij  of  Hereford.  By 
Mo  DiimcoinbB,  A.M. 

t  TIm  (dumn  an  now  uiil  la  bi  it  lliii  moment  in  Kg^rra  M  Nnrfollc  Houu; 
ind  it  would  be  wonhj  rf  the  niunifijence  of  th«  bein  inrl  (XKiiton,  lopment  item 
M  the  tiwu[uar,  without  whsK  puticipation  nr  priritjr,  theic  puticnlui  ba*e  been 

n  TUi  gBDtUMiD,  fbnncrir  knon  bjt  the  ouiw.af  C^tiln  Smm},  on  bS»  v»n\»Sf 
I   » 
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trithin  its  roles,  with  a  constancy  and  onifonnity  sf^doin 
eqaolled.  To  Sir  Arthur  Pigott,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  and 
Mr.  Welch,  he  left  trifling  legacies,  which  iiom  a  Duke  of 
Norfolk  may  be  considered  as  rather  marks  and  expressions  of 
esteem,  than  testamentary  bequests.  His  unentailed  estates, 
and  his  immense  personalty,  were  all  bestowed  on  those  of 
his  immediate  name  and  blood. 

One  gentleman  with  whom  he  formed  an  acquaintance  in 
early  life,'  in  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  delight  in  ,his  social 
and  unreserved  moments ;  with  whom  he  bad  kept  up  a  regular, 
uninterrupted  friendship;  and  whom  he  saw  and  detained 
for  hours  with  him  on  his  death  bed,  was  entirely  forj^tten. 
And  yet  he  had  claims  on  his  generosity,  and  perhaps  on  his 
justice,  for  he  had  asi^^ted  faim  in  all  his  elections ;  he  had 
solaced  many  a  dull  hour  with  his  converse;  and  had  tau^ 
the  Muses  to  shed  their  influence,  and  difiuse  hilarity  over 
his  festive  board.  To  name  him  after  this  w<Hild  be  un- 
necessary ! 

To  another  class  of  persons,  his  forgetftdnesa^  to  call  it  by 
oo  harsher  name,  is  at  once  odious  and  disgustfiU.  Although 
the  law  in  tliis  case  proscribes  the  name,  it  no  where  dis- 
allows the  duties  of  a  father.  And  yet,  of  those  who  called 
themselves  his  children,  some  were  entirely  forgotten ;  while 


«i|h  the  CouDteu  of  Siruhmoie,  unimed  (he  rarae  or  Brnm,  punuanl  lo  ihe  will 
of  her  father. 

For  t  ftw  yean,  the  gplendor  of  hit  eqatpagei  and  eatabliihincnt,  both  in  Gramnor 
.Squre  and  Gibiiile,  in  ihe  county  palaiiDe  of  Durham,  eclipsed  ill  competlion.  Such 
too  mi  the  influence  oF  hii  fori une  and  hi>  conuexiuru,  thai  nut  unlj  a-seet  in  ibe 
Hoiue  or  Cummoiii,  bul  tlie  dignil]'  of  the  Irish  peerage  wu  destined  for  h!m  Dodec 
the  Rockinghua  *dininiiintiDn. 

But  iheae  bright!  protpecu  in  life  vere  luddenly  (loaded,  in  conieqnence  sF  do- 
mettle  broiU  hetween  him  and  hit  noble  ennsort.  Hit  lady  haiiiig  at  length  appealed 
lotbe'iawi,  he  innirred  a  ronfonjrf  q/^nrari,  bjr  carrying  her  out  of  their  juriidictlon. 

In  canie^uenrc  of  this,  he  wii  required  to  give  lecutiij  for  keeping  the  peace,  in 
•o  large  >  sum,  ihit  he  would  never  ask  anj  friend  to  bail  him  ;  and  when  this  mi 
mitigated  by  applicution  to  the  roun  of  King's  Bench,  the  darangrment  of  his  afUts 
prevented  him  from  being  tilierated,  during  the  long  space  of  Iwenty-Gve  years.  While 
on  the  Slate  lide  of  the  piiion,  with  only  a  single  room,  he  was  siill  viilted  by  lome 
few  of  the  many  Irienls  who  had  been  proud  to  own  him  in  his  proaperity  g  and  b* 
■t  leiigth  (lied  wiili'm  the  rnka,  in  the  Ixnidon  Road,  St.  Georgia  fields,  in  1609. 
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Mhers  were  ec&ntily  provided  for ;  more  eepeciallj  one,  whom 
be  admitted  to  his  house,  and  treated  with  a  d^ee'of  Idnd- 
nesB,  that  gave  a  right  to  expectation.  To  name  him  after 
.   (his,  would  be  indelicate ! 

In  hiB  character  of  President  of  the  Societyfbr  the  encourage- 
ment of  Arts,  Manu&ctures,  and  Commerce,  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk is  entitled  to  great  and  imreaerved  praise.  The  late  EJiri 
«f  Radnor,  and  a  number  of  other  respectable  noUemen,  had 
acted  as  chairmen  with  much  credit  t^  themselves,  and  no  little 
advantage  to  the  Institution ;  but  it  was  reserved  for  him,  witli 
an  ardent  zeat  for  its  best  interests,  to  imite  considerable  dignity, 
and  even  to  exhibit  a  mode  of  address,  that  approached  to  elo- 
quence. In  his  time,  the  great  room  was  ornamented  and 
adorned  with  a  series  of  6ne  pictures,  by  the  hand  of  a  cele- 
brated artist:  and  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the.distributitm 
of  prizes  to  the  respective  candidates,  he  delivered  each  with 
an  appropriate  speech,  well  BiHted  to  the  occasion ;  while  he 
was  supported  on  each  side  by  philosophers,  artists,  and  men 
of  talents ;  and  surrounded  by  a  blaze  of  British  beauty. 

tEe  Grace,  while  nolongera  member  of  the  Houseof  Com- 
mons, is  said  to  have  still  kept  up  an  interest  there.  In  shor^ 
it  has  been  deemed  no  small  d^ree  of  inconsistency  in  his  Aa- 
racter,  that  he,  who,  while  sitting  as  r  representative  for  the 
dty  of  Carlisle,  was  so  justly  jealous  of  public  liberty',  as  to  be 
the  first  actually  to  kick  out  a  mon^-bill  amended  by  the  Lords, 
should  afterwards  have  disgraced  his  character  by  a  traffick  in 
rotten  borou^s.  Yet  he  himself  was  accustomed  to  observe, 
that  be  would  most  willingly  surrender  all  interests  and  preten- 
sions of  this  kind,  whenever  a  better  system  took  place. 

This  nobleman  is  siud  to  have  been  a  good  landlord ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  dukedom  had  been  four  different  times  at- 
tainted, and  each  of  the  two  earldoms  once,  yet  no  one  was 
more  anxious  to  extend  his  landed  estates.  Like  Lord  Coke, 
he  seemed  to  consider  this  alone  as  savouring  of  the  "  realty." 
His  possessions  were  indeed  large ;  and  although  he  could  not 
say,  perhaps,  with  his  ancestor,  Tbcnnas  Howard,  Duke  of 
1  4 
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Norfolk,  when  he  undervalued  an  alliance  with  Maiy,  Queeit 
of  Scots, io  the  presence  of  Elizabeth :  "  That  his  estate  in  Eng- 
land was  more  valuable  than  the  revenue  of  a  little  kingdom ; 
and  that  when  he  amused  himself  in  his  own  tennis-court  at 
Norwich,  amidst  his  friends  and  vassals,  he  deemed  himself  at 
least  a  petty  prince ;«  yet,  he  might  lairly  consider  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  first  class  of  nobility ;  and  possessing  a  veiy 
large,  dear,  unincumbered  revenue,  which,  had  he  been  so  di^ 
pOBe(^  admitted  of  a  splendour,  a  magnificence,  and  aQ-boqiir 
tality,  exhibited  by  few  other  subjects  in  the  kingdom.  An 
immense  number  of  manors  in  Nottinghamshire,  Yorkdiir^ 
Cumberland,  Herefordshire,  Norfolk,  Surrey,  and  Sussex,  were 
aU  included  within  his  rent-roll. 

He  distinguished  himself  but  a  Uttle  in  the  present  &shionabIe 
pursuit  as  a  former ;  yet,  he  was  a  considerable  planter,  lUid 
the  larch  appears  to  have  been  his  &vourite  tree.  His  Grace 
considered  it  as  possessing  superior  advantages  both  in  respect 
to  shade  and  sheber;  as  being  more  hardy  than  Scotch  fir; 
as  well  adapted  for  ship^building,  and  as  rapid  in  point  of 
growth.  In  this  selection,  he  perfectly  agreed  with  the  late 
Dr.  Watson,  Bishop  of  LandafiT;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  the  county  of  Cumberland  will  be  both  improved  and 
enriched  by  their  labours.  In  Nottinghamshire  nearly  one 
thousand  acres  have  been  planted  with  forest  trees  of  various 
descriptions,  imder  his  own  inunediate  direction;  and  these 
begin  already  to  exhibit  a  most  picturesque  foliage,  during 
the  autumn,  when  their  various  tints,  and  blended  shades, 
both  delight  and  re&esh  the  eye  of  the  traveller. 

The  Duke  must  be  allowed  to  have  been  hospitable ;  but  as 
no  Duchess  did  the  honours  of  his  table,  and  the  company  was 
confined  to  one  sex,  it  is  but  little  wonder,  that  the  hounds  rf 
strict  njoderation,  were  sometimes  exceeded.  Indeed,  many 
men  of  talents  were  frequently  present ;  and  one  of  the  best  lyric 
poets  of  the  present  age,  here  first  exhibited  some  of  the  choicest 
specimens  of  his  convivial  muse ;  but  as  the  sacrifices  to  Bac- 
chus were  frequently  prolonged  UDtil  the  broad  glare  of  next 
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day's  sun  lighted  home  the  guests  from  the  banquet,  these 
scutes  of  boisterous  mirth,  which  pall  rather  than  pleas^  on 
reQection,  camiot  truly  be  called — 

"  Noctes,  Censeque  Deorum." 

As  a  ban  tnvant,  he  was  choice  in  his*wines,  rather  than  in 
hie  viands.  Of  the  former,  his  wealth  enabled  him  to  obtain 
the  first  vintages;  but  in  regard  to  the  latter,  his  Grace  did  not 
much  consult  VjOmanack  (Us  Gourmands  ,•  perhaps,  the  BtavH 
<^Berf  was  deemed  emblematical  of  his  ruik. 

Whoever  has  seen  his  massive  silver  porter-cup  full,  will 
wonder  how  a  man  of  these  "  degenerate  days"  could  Uft  it  to  his 
mouth.  His  plate  was  magnificent ;  his  servants  well  t^ipointed; 
his  board  plentiful ;  and  his  own  conversatioD  not  a  little  inte> 
resting.  At  Home  Lacy,  and  at  Arundel  Castle,  he  was  in- 
deed a  Howard ! 

No  nobleman  in  England  possessed  a  greater  variety  of  resi- 
dences than  the  late  Duke  of  Norfolk;  and  as  he  is  accused  of 
having  been  too  much  engrossed  with  "  the  phantom  of  the  ex- 
clusive greatness  of  the  Howards,"  perhaps  he  might  have  beoi 
induced  &om  this  motive,  to  add  to,  beautify,  and  adorn  them 
all.  Although  singularly  negligent  in  his  own  dress,  he  kept 
up  great  pomp  and  state  in  his  country  seats,  particularly  the 
Castle  of  Arundel,  which  conveys  not  Aparchnient,  but  a  feudal 
ri^t  to  an  Earldom.  For  this  he  purchased  books,  and  prints, 
and  pictures;  in  short,  every  thing  edther  connected  with,  or 
that  could  illustrate  his  family  aJid  their  alliances.  He  also 
expended  immense  sums  in  the  re-edification  of  this  noble  pile, 
which  came  to  the  Howards  by  a  marriage  with  the  heiress  of 
the  Fitzalans,  Earls  of  Arundel ;  and  although  some  have  con- 
demned the  taste  exhibited  on  this  occasion ;  yet  all  must  coi^ 
&8S,  that  it  was  a  princely  undertaking.  Here,  he  had  apart- 
ments for  the  occasional  residence  of  all  his  friends;  and  on  the 
suite  appropriated  to  the  late  Mr.  Fox,  his  name  was  painted 
over  the  entrance.  • 

*  A  Gnc  *ic»  of  th»  buonUl  reildence,  ■round  the  bue  of  uli'ich,  llu  livcr  Ama 
■imli,  irtiik  (he  Engliih  chinoel  extendi  itt  wide  expenie  in  boot,  wm  eildlMted  u 
Aclc]«lA«idw>juiia09.    Min  Smiike  mi  iIm  AiUn. 
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It  was  there,  and  in  that  noble  ^artment,  henceforth  to  be 
called  the  Baroiis'  Hall,  that  the  grand  festival  took  place  aa 
Uie  2£th  of  June,  1615,  for  celebrating  the  centenary  of  the 
ngnature  of  Magna  Charta.  On  this  occasion,  there  was  a 
splendid  assemblage  of  nobility  and  persons  of  dlstioction; 
complete  suiu  of  ancient  armour,  and  swords,  and  spears, 
forged  in  former  times,  and  for  very  different  purposes,  were 
either  suspended  from,  or  hung  around  the  walls.  In  short, 
every  adventitiouB  aid  was  adopted,  to  give  state  and  majesty  to 
this  carousalf  which  was  intended  to  celebrate  the  magnanimous 
conduct  of  the  Barons  of  England,  who  assembled  at  Runney- 
Mede,  near  Staines,  and  forced  their  futhless  King  publidy  to 
subscribe  to  the  conditions  which  tbey  imposed  upon  him;  and 
which,  at  this  very  dayi  constitute  the  foundation-sUHte  of 
Enghsh  liberty. 

Vine  years  before  this,  he  had  placed  the  following  appro- 
priate inscription,  in  a  conspicuous  situation  in  this  noble  ^lart- 
inent ;  and  here  let  it  be  recollected,  that  this  act  took  places 
not  at  a  moment  of  discontent,  but  at  the  very  period  when  he 
himself  was  once  more  restored  to  an  office  of  which  he  bad 
been  bereaved;  and  beheld  his  friends  again  in  possession  of  all 
thdr  former  power  and  consequence :  — 

LIBERTATI 
F£R   BAEOHES,    REGNANTE   JOUANNE, 

VINniCATf, 

CAROLUB   HOWARD,    NORFOLCIE    DI7X, 

ARUNDELIf    COHES, 

A.  C  Mflcccvr. 
jEtatis  Ut, 

D.  D.  (7.  Teasdak,  Arch. 

Translation. 

"  Charles  Howard,  Duke  of  Norfolk, 

Earl  of  Arundel, 

in  the  year  of  Christ  1806, 

in  the  60th  year  of  his  age, 

dedicated  this  stone 

to  Liberty,  asserted  by  the  Baroiu 

in  the  nign  t£  Ji^m." 
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The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  very  liberal  on  the  score  erf*  reli~ 
gion.  Unlike  most  of  those  who  recant  the  doctrines'  of  anj 
particular  sect,  he  conducted  himself  on  all  occasions  with 
great  moderation.  On  one  hand,  he  proved  on  Ids  death  bed, 
that  his  conversion  was  sincere;  and  on  that  trjring  occasion, 
eTia<^  no  wi^h  U>  participate  in  the  supposed  comforts  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  On  the  other,  he  was  no  persecutor  of  the 
fiuth  of  his  ancestors.  On  the  contrary,  as  a  Lord  of  Parlia- 
ment he  always  spoke  and  voted  in  behalf  of  toleration.  He 
was  an  advocate  for  the  admission  of  that  most  respectable  and 
loyal  body  of  Catholic  English  nobility,  who  are  still  deprived 
of  all  the  rights  of  the  peerage,  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  above  all  things,  he  was  most  eminently  desirous  that  every 
class  of  Irish  Catholics  should  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  c^ 
the  same  privileges  with  their  Protestant  fellow-subjects.  Ao 
cordingly,  his  Grace  uniformly  supported  their  petitions  for  this 
purpose ;  and  deemed  it  both  an  act  of  justice  and  of  poUcy, 
by  admitting  them  to  equal  rights,  to  take  away  all  pretennoni 
to  conspiracy,  tumult,  and  insurrection. 

And  here,  it  may  not  be  unnecessary  to  state,  that  liis  &tber, 
during  his  life,  had  exhibited  his  bounty  to  a  great  number  of 
persons  of  the  CathoUc  persuasion;  some  of  whom  were  about 
his  person  at  his  demise.  On  the  loss  of  their  patron,  they 
OHTcluded,  that  thc^  would  be  dismissed,  and  forgotten  by  his 
protestant  successor.  But  one  of  the  first  acts  afler  his  acce»- 
uon,  was  to  provide  for  their  permanent  relief;  and  His  Grace 
accordingly  directed,  that  the  same  stipends  and  allowances 
should  be  assigned  them  for  life,  as  they  had  been  accustomed 
.  to  receive  in  the  time  of  the  late  Duke. 

In  point  of  person,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  would  have  ap- 
peared perhtqjs  o^  or  rather  above  the  middle  size,  had  he  been 
of  a  spare  habit  of  body.  But  of  late  years,  he  had  become 
fet,  cumbrous,  and  unwieldy.  His  enlarged  abdomen  pro- 
jected his  waistcoat  into  a  curve  of  considerable  dimensions ; 
and  after  dinner,  with  hia  regimentals  on,  he  appeared  ill-suit- 
ed to  the  profession  of  arms ;  and  but  httle  calculated  to  rq)el 
a  sodden  charge  of  the  enemy.     His  eye-brows  were  daik  and 
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bushy ;  and  his  complexion  had  been  once  good.  His  &ce 
bore  a  cloee  resemblance  to  ibe  print  of  Cardinal  Howard. 
For  many  years,  he  wore  his  bair  cut  short  behind  j  and  that 
too  at  a  time  when  this  savoiu^d  of  singularity;  as  every  one 
else,  with  an  exception  to  the  clergy,  was  dressed  en  quote. 
His  clothes  were  uni&rmly  of  the  same  cut,  form,  and  generally 
of  the  same  hue,  through  all  the  varying  changes  of  fashion. 
His  iavourite  colour  wa$  grey ;  and  he  often  wore  this  with  a 
black'  velvet  collar,  and  black  silk  waistcoat ;  smatt  cloathes  and 
stockings.  Of  late,  his  coat  was  dther  blue  or  black.  His  old 
round  hat  had  something  uncommon  about  it;  and  a  new  suit 
was  so  singular  an  occurrence,  that  on  his  entering  the  House 
of  Lords  a  lew  years  ago,  a  duzz  of  wonder  took  place  from  the 
time  he  passed  by  the  side  of  the  throng  until  he  was  seated; 
after  which,  as  if  by  universal  consent,  there  was  a  short  ^acu- 
lation  of  "  a  new  coat  I"  both  within  and  without  the  bar. 
The  writer  of  this  article  witnessed  the  event  which  he  now 
describes. 

The  portrait  of  His  Grrace  was  painted  by  Sir  Joshua;  and 
there  ia  a  mezzodnto  which  greatly  resembles  him.  There  is' 
also  a  model  in  wax,  executed  by  Marchant,  which  appeared 
in  the  exhibition  of  the  Royal  Academy,  in  1808.  The  So- 
<»ety  of  Arts,  Manu&ctures,  &c.  as  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to. 
his  memory,  have  eanployed  a  competoit  ardst,  to  prepare  an 
engraving  of  him,  as  President^  which  is  intended  to  be  prefixed 
to  thdr  next  annual  volume. 
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DKAN  OT  WESTMIHSTEU,  AND  VICAR  OF  ISLlf,  OZOK. 

imih  a  List  of  his  Worh-Z 
* 
X  BE  legislators  of  former  times  paid  great  attention  to  the 
education  of  youth,  so  appropriately  designated  by  one  of  the 
Greek  poets,  as  "  the  vernal  blossoms ;  and  the  hopes  of  the 
^ng."  To  the  honour  ofthe  present  age,  this  important  object 
has  engaged  a  large  share  of  our  attention ;  and  we  bid  fiiir  to 
rival,  and  even  to  excel,  the  most  polished  of  the  ancient  state% 
in  this  essential  branch  of  public  morals.  On  the  demise 
of  so  eminent  a  man,  in  this  point  of  view,  as  the  subject 
of  the  present  memoir,  the  earliest  opportmii^  is  accordin^y 
Mzed  to  do  justice  to  his  merits,  and  hold  forth  the  importance 
of  that  profession,  to  which  he  dedicated  the  better  portitm  of 
his  life. 
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The  ancestors  bf  Dr.  Vincent  were  seated  at  Shep^,  in  the  ' 
county  of  Leicester,  and  acted  for  many  generations  as  clergy- 
men of  the  Establi'^bed  Church.  They  appertained  to  that 
class  denominated  "  the  High  Church  party,"  and  some  of 
them  appear  to  have  been  blindly  devoted  to  the  House  of 
Stuart ;  "  being  Tories,  not  to  say  Jacobites."  We  are  enabled 
by  the  inde&tigable  exertions  of  Mr.  John  Nicholls,*  F.S.A. 
assisted  by  the  communications  of  the  deceased  himself  to  enter 
somewhat  into  detail,  on  this  subject : 

1.  William  Vincent,  B.  A.  of  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge; 
bom  in  1 664,  became  rector  of  Bostock ;  but  refusing  to  take 
the  oaths  soon  aAer  the  lievolution,  was  ejected  as  a  non-juror. 
It  is  reported,  that  he  was  nominated  by  the  Pretender  to  a 
Bishoprick. 

2.  George  Vincent,  M.  A.  bom  in  1660;  was  bred  at 
Emanuel  College,  and  became  Rector  of  the  South  Medie^ 

"of  Shepey,  in  1686. 

3.  John  Vincent,  also  of  Emanuel,  and  M.  A.  was  Vicar  of 
Croxton-Kyriel. 

4.  William  Vincent  was  Rector  (rf  Kilworth,  in  1705. 

B.  WilUamVincent,  L.  L.  B.  became  Rector  of  Shepey  in  1 7 1 0. 
6.  Silvester  Vincent,  M.  A.  was  Rector  of  Shepey  in  J741. 
-  7.  Richard  Vincent,  M.  A.  brother  to  the  last-mentioned 
WiUiam,  was  a  Fellow  of  Triiiity  College,  Cambridge,  and 
Rector  of  Donomore,  or  Castle  Caulfield,  in  the  diocese  d" 
Armagh. 

Such  is  the  line  of  ancestors  whence  Dr.  Vincent  was  d^ 
Bcended.  His  Either,  Mr.  Giles  Vincent,  a  youngCT  brother  of 
the  two  last  clergymen,  E^pears  to  have  struck  out  a  new  track 
for  himself..  The  following  account  is  given  by  his  son  :— 

"  He  was  a  most  laborious  and  industrious  .man,  who  ma^  a 
fortune  under  the  Spanuh  and  Portugal  merchants,  as  a  packer; 
but  &om  the  ambition  of  being  a  Portugal  merchant  himself 
he  experienced,  first,  agreat  toss  by  the  failure  of  his  principal 
correspondent  at  Lisbon.  Still,  however,  intent  upcMi  the  same 
■abject,  he  articled  his  second  son,  Giles  Vincent,  to  a  com- 
■  lixaari  Anccdotn  of  tba  Eifhueatli  Ccntnij,  vA.  n.  pp.  i::6,  I37(— noi(. 
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mercial  house  in  the  city,  whom  he  aRerwsxda  settled  at  a 
small  port,  about  twenty  leagues  north  of  Lisbon,  called 
St.  Martenta 

"  The  plan  was  good,  and  promised  success,  and  my  brother 
a  steady  man ;  but  he  happened  to  arrive  at  Lisbon  with  a  re- 
mittuice  for  England  the  very  night  before  the  earthquake  in 
1 755,  and  was  killed  the  next  morning.  The  concern  wouhl 
have  been  ruined  by  that  circumstance ;  but,  added  to  this,  s 
vessel  which  my  &ther  had  built  expressly  for  this  trade,  vac 
run  away  with  by  the  crew,  consisting  of  foreigners ;  and  the 
master  and  his  son,  the  only  Englishmen  on  board,  murdered. 
This  stroke  was  fatal.  The  winding  up  of  the- little  that  was 
left  was  committed  to  the  house  of  Mayne,  at  Lisbon,  who 
managed  it  with  honour :  but,  it  was  not  concluded  till  near 
three  years  after,  when  there  was  a  final  remittance  of  less  than 
500^  My  &ther  went  out  of  business,  and  died  at  Hammer- 
smith, September  21,  1764^,  at  the  age  of  seventy  or  seventy- 
one;  but  my  elder  brother  stood  his  ground  as  a  packer,  and 
was  the  stay  of  the  family.  That  trade,  however,  which  waa 
one  of  the  best  in  Loudon,  declined  so  &st,  that  though  be 
enjoyed  the  connexion  of  three  or  four  bouses,  all  centered 
in  him,  he  died  a  few  years  agc^  respected  and  in  credit,  but 
never  enriched  by  it." 

Dr.  Williiun  V'incent,  the  fifth,  and  last  surviving  son  of  this 
Mr.  Giles  Vincent,  was  bom  Nov.  2,  1739,  most  probably 
in  Lime  Street  Ward,  London,  of  which  his  fether  was  nomi-. 
nated  deputy,  during  the  preceding  year.  Being  designed  for 
the  Church,  he  was  entered  at  Westminster  School,  of  which 
Br.  Nicholl  was  then  head  master,  in  September,  1 748 ;  about 
seven  months  after  Gibbon  the  Historian.*  In  1793,  he  as- 
serted, '*  that  he  remembered  him  in  the  second  form ;  and  at 
Mrs.  Porter's  house,  in  1 748 ;  as  he  lived  next  door  to  Hutttm 
the  Nonjuror."  They  were  both  at  that  period  only  nine 
years  old  I 

After  a  residence  of  five  years,  Mr.  Willimn  Vincent,  in 
1763^  was  admitted  on  the  foundation.     He  was  elected  to 

■  Sea  Gibbea'*  MiicelluiMui  Woiki,  tol.  iU.  p,  6*9. 
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Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  in  1757;  and  while  there,  was 
supported  by  his  elder  brother,  who  had  continued  his  original 
occupation  of  a  packer:  for  his  father's  means  had  been  ex- 
hausted, as  before  hinted;  and  some  lands  at  Loughton,  in- 
toided  for  him  by  a  relation  and  godfather,  the  R«v.  William 
ThiHnpson,  Rector  of  Cdsgrave,  had  been  swept  away  in  the 
wreck  of  the  family's  fortune^  after  the  earthquake  at  Lisbon. 

He  took  his  first  d^^ree,  that  of  B.  A.,  in  1761 ;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  very  next  year  indeed,  we  find  Mr.  Vincent  ap- 
pointed Teacher  of  Westminster  School.  From  this  time  he 
advanced  with  slow  but  unerring  progress ;  for  in  1 76*  he  be- 
came M.  A.;  in  1771,  he  was  advanced  to  the  place  of  second 
Master;  in  1776,  D.  D.  and  one  of  His  Majesty's  Chaplains; 
in  17SB,  head  Master  of  Westminster  School,  and  President 
at  Sion  College  in  1 798.  By  this  time  he  had  a  family  to  pro- 
vide for,  as  he  had  married  early  in  life ;  and  his  children  were 
Qowapproachingtheageof  manhood.  Situate  as  he  was,  with  the 
sons  of  the  prime  nobility  under  his  immediate  tuition,  it  would 
■eem  likely  that  the  spring-tide  of  ecclesiastical  preferment 
would  have  (lowed  in  rapidly  on  Dr.  Vincent.  But  the  con- 
trary is  the  fact,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  list  of  benefices, 
with  their  respective  dates  annexed.  In  1778,  he  got  the  Rec- 
tory of  Alihallows,  which  he  resigned  in  1803  in  behalf  of 
his  eldest  son.  In  1777,  by  the  special  nomination  of  Dr. 
Markham,  on  being  elevated  to  the  see  of  York,  he  was  made 
Sub-almoner  to  the  King,  tin  office  which  he  continued  to  hold 
nntil  hie  demise.  In  1801,  he  obtuned  a  prebendal  stall  in  the 
CoU^ate  Church  of  St.  Peter,  Westminster;  and  at  length, 
in  180:2,  he  finally  became  Dean.*     In  1807,  he  presented 

*  Thit  OMoncd  duiing  the  admin'ittralion,  ind  hjthc  ipMliI  iinmhitlion  of  Lord 
ViKOunt  SidiDnulh.  The  fultowing  lemarki,  ate  trainciib«l  from  the  biogrephiol  ac* 
aonntoF  Mr,  CambcrUnd,  p.  SO.  publiihcd  by  hlDiMlf,  dmii^  ihe  life  lime  uf  boih  : — 

'■  Vincent,  whom  I  Ion  n  a  friend,  «nd  honour  u  ■  leWmr,  hu  ai  length  ibund  ihu 
naiinn  in  the  deanery  i>f  Weiiminsiet,  which  while  it  relievn  him  from  the  dmdgery  uf 
the  lehool  muter,  keep*  him  aiiU  •Itached  to  the  inuretti  of  the  Khool,  andeminenily' 
cuncemed  ID  the  inpcrintcndance  and  proteclioi]  oT  it.  Ai  bojand  man,  he  hu  twice 
made  hii  paaiage  through  tiie  fbrmi  of  WtiiminitEr,  riling  atep  by  aiep  From  rhe  verji 
laitboy,  to  the  toy  captain  of  the  ichooli  and  again  from  the  junioi  uthcr  through 
MeiygmduiDn  to  that  vf  Mcoad,  aiidullimalely  of  •enlor  tauter.    Hiiu,  with  tbi  io- 
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himself  to  the  rectory  of  iBlip,  and  neaxly  at  the  smne  time 
removed  eome  cmnbrous  monuments  that,  for  a  long  time^  had 
d^orraed  the  nave  of  the  Abbey. 

It  is  an  incident  not  a  Uttle  remarkable  ia  the  life  of  this 
learned  divine,  that  he  passed  twice,  with  great  applause, 
through  Westminster  school ;  first  from  the  lowest  &>na  to 
the  highest  as  a  boy,  and  secondly  as  an  usher.  It  ia  also  no 
less  singular,  that  he  almost  constantly  resided  within  the  fte- 
cincti  of  the  Abbey  from  his  eighth  to  his  sevoiQ'-eixtb  year ; 
that  is  to  say,  during  the  long  term  of  sixty-eight  y^ars,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  necessarily  spent  at  Cambridge^  in 
order  to  obtfun  a  d^ree. 

Notwithstanding  an  uniform  continuance  in  a  great  and  busy 
c^tal  is  generally  supposed  to  be  but  little  compatilde  with  a 
studious  life ;  yet,  on  a  reference  to  his  literary  labours,  it  wiU 
be  seen  that  Dr.  Vincent  was  no  idie  inhabitant  of  Westmin- 
ster. It  is  now  thirty-six  years  since  he  pubUshed  "  A  Letter 
to  Dr.  Richard  Watson  (afterwards  6ish<^  of  Llandaff),  King's 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University  of  Cambridge^"  It 
may  be  here  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  popular  preacher 
whom  on  this  occsaton  he  attacked,  was  frx>m  his  early  youtli 
deeply  imbued  with  principles  &vourable  to  public  liberty. 
His  sermon,  preached  before  theuniverdty  of  Cambridge,  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  Restoration,  and  afterwards  printed  under 
tlie  title  of  "  The  Principles  of  the  Revolution  vindicated," 
attracted  no  little  degree  of  attention ;  as  did  also  another  dis- 
course, "  On  the  Anniversary  of  His  Majesty's  (Greo.  III.) 
Accession."  These  produced  a  reply,  in  which  the  subject  of 
this  memoir  entered  with  no  small  degree  of  energy.  He  be- 
held opinions  applauded,  on  this  occasion,  that  were  in  entire 
opposition  to  the  dogmas  asserted  by  his  own  ancestors ;  and 
he  thought  proper  to  vindicate  the  cause  of  the  House  of  Hano- 
ver, nearly  on  the  same  ^x)unds,  although  with  more  prudence 


Uml  oF  fbur  jetn  only,  deiolol  to  li'u  itcgree  it  Cunbridgei  Wntminxei  has  Inrbcd 
kept  pOHCdion  of  hi>  penoo,  but  h*s  let  the  uotld  pinake  with  her  in  iha  profit  of  hb 
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and  ability,  than  they  had  defended  that  of  the  House  of 
S^art. 

In  1787,  appeared  his  tract  an  "  Parochial  Music,"  which 
is  allowed  to  possess  considerable  ingenuity. 

In  1769,  at  a  time  when  he  enjoyed  the  office  of  Sub- 
almoner,  by  the  friendship  of  a  dignitaiy  of  the  Church  of 
England  *,  whose  politicftl  prindples  were  supposed  to  be  in 
unison  with,  and  whose  early  career  was  similar  to  his  own ;  he 
was  called  upon  to  preach  a  sermon  bdbre  the  sons  of  the  clergy. 
This  was  published  soon  after;  and  that  memorable  epdcb  af- 
forded ample  materials,  which  he  did  not  &il  to  make  use  o£ 

Nor  could  he,  soon  after,  refuse  a  similar  invitation  on  the 
part  of  bis  n^hbours ;  and  accordingly,  in  1 792,  he  preached 
his  "  Sermon  at  St  Margaret's  Wsstminster,  for  the  Grey-coat 
school  of  that  parish."  This  afforded  a  lucky  opportuni^  aS 
noticing  certain  opinions,  then  very  prevalent,  respecting  the 
doctrines  of  natural  Uberty  and  equality;  both  in  respect  to 
themselves,  and  as  coupled  with  a  state  of  society.  His  labours 
on  this  occasion  attracted  the  attention  of  "  The  Association  at 
the  Crown  and  Anqhor  tavern,  in  the  Strand,  in  oppoaitioa  to 
Levellers  and  Republicans ;"  and  application  was  accordingly 
made  to  the  author,  for  his  permission  to  r^rint  and  circul&te 
«  che^  edition.     Above  twenty  thousand  copies  were  actually 

•  Tbe  liu  WilliBm  M.rkl»in,  LL.  D.  Archbiihop  of  York.  H>  int  ■  DuinoT 
"InUnd,  bnt  edueuea  at  Wettmlntter  hIickiI,  ind  CfariM  Chnrcli,  Ot&ai.  About  th* 
-;eu  1710,  hating  prcrirmaty  dlKingui<h«<  himKlf  I7  the  tlcgince  ofliii  Lado  compo- 
lilicDl,  he  wu  ■ppoinWd  Gnt  Mulcr  of  WatininiUi  ichool,  and  diacharged  all  tbe  ttu- 
Ctet  of  that  office  with  lingular  •kill,  Hdf  111 j,  and  applauK,  during  the  period  of  fixtrteen 
yaan  ;  and  «u  accustomed,  during  ihe  remainder  of  hit  life,  10  attend  the  public  exe> 
■diM,  •olongaahia  hralthvnJd  prnnit. 

In  17S9,  Dr.  Maikban  mu  proniotedloaiiall  in  the  uthedral  of  Durham  j  fo  1765, 
to  the  Deanery  °f  Bochener  ;  in  1767,  he  waa  nomiiuted  D«in  of  Chriit  Charch ;  In 
1771,  he  wat  conMnun)  Bitbc^of  Chener,  and  became  preceptor  to  the  Prince  of 
Waletg  and  In  1777.  hia  LonUup  «aa  iianalated  to  iheArc^buhoprie  of  York,  tbe 
second  dignity  in  the  A  i^llcan  Church. 

Dr.  Matkham  is  tuppoied  never  to  have  publUhed  but  three  HOtki,  viz.  r — 
1.  The  Concio  ad  Qerum. 

9.  A  Latin  Speech  on  preienling  a  prolocutor  to  the  higher  Elouae  of  Conrocation. 
3.  A  Sermon  pmched  ai  Idmbeih,  on  the  Cinieeratuni  of  Jamet,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Gloucester,  in  1713.  Neither  the  times,  nor  the  occsuob  appeal  to  have  affaded  hliB  the 
•tme  (^]panuiiili«  at  his  &ieiHl  Dr.  Vincent,  to  dstail  hit  piditical  o[Nniou. 
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^tspersed  in  and  tbout  the  metropt^B  alone;  without  including 
the  number  circulated  by  the  zeal  of  public  bodies,  and  private 
iodividuids,  diron^out  other  p&rts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  next  publication  appears  to  have  been  in  some  menr 
sure  connected  with,  and  moat  probably  originated  in,  his 
proiessional  avocations.  A  member  of  one  of  the  univov 
sities  alluding  to  this  work,  which  was  first  entitled  "  The  Ori- 
gination of  the  Greek  Verb,  an  Hypothesis^"  and  on  the  ^>- 
pearance  of  a  seccmd  edition  was  altered  to  "  Tlie  Greek  Verb 
analysed,"  eiqiresses  himself  as  fidlows:  "  That  thtxe  is  mnch 
learning  and  considerable  at^iteness  displayed  in  the  disoufisioii 
of  the  subject,  must  be  allowed  by  all  who  are  competent  to 
judge  of  it ;  but  it  must  also  be  acknowledged,  that  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  fancy  in  the  Doctor's  Essay,  and  that  he  assumes 
more  than  will  easily  be  granted  by  the  sober  philolt^fist." 
This  pamphlet  was  answered  with  much  asperi^,  but  at  the 
some  time  with  some  humour  and  success,  in  a  piece  entitled 
,"  Hermes  Unnudied." 

The  next  work  exhibited  a  considerable  versatility  of  geqiui^ 
for  it  contained  an  elaborate '  dissertation  on  military  affwrs, 
.and  wsa  entitled  "  De  Legione  Maoliaua  Qusstio,  ex  JUvip 
desumpta,  et  Rei  Militaris  Romanse  studiosis  proposita." 
This  appeared  at  a  lime  when  a  war  with  France  had  bec«ne 
apparent  to  ev^  one,  and  was  perhaps  intended  to  inspire  tb^ 
rifiing  generation  with  a  taste  for  arms. 

Six  years  &fter  this,  the  public  was  gratified  with  his  Magnum 
Opus,  which  proved  that  both  ancient  and  modem  geography 
and  navigation  were  familiar  to  him.  Allusion  is  of  course 
made  to  "  The  Voyage  of  Nearchua  to  the  Euphrates,  collected 
from  the  original  journal  preserved  by  Arrian,  and  illustrated 
hy  authorities  ancient  and  modem,  containing  an  account  of 
the  first  navigation  attempted  by  the  Europeans  in  the  Indian 
■Ocean."  This  very  erudite  performance  was  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  the  "  Periplus  of  the  Erythrean  Sea,  containing  an 
account  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ancients  from  the  Red  Se» 
to  th«  coast  of  Zanquebar,  with  dissertations."  j 

We  now  c(Hne  to  an  ^wch  in  the  life  of  our  author,  during 
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which  he  once  more  engaged  in  wntroverBy,  and  that  too 
vith  one  of  his  own  order.  On  this  occasion,  he  is  allowed  to 
have  been  victorious :  and,  as  befi>re,  he  remains  to  this  day 
unanswered. 

The  fiilloving  drcunutancet  gave  rise  to  the  discossicai. 
Dr.  Rennell,  Prebendary  of  Winchester,  and  Master  of  the 
Temple,  bdng  a  very  popular  preacher  and  learned  diving 
was  selected,  in  1799,  to  preach  a  sermon  be&re  the  Society 
for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  at  the  grand  Annoal 
raeeting  of  all  the  charity  schools  of  the  metropolis  in  St 
-  Paul's.  On  thu  occasion  he  thought  proper  to  animadvert 
on  the  n^lett  of  religion  in  our  public  institutions ;  a  cir- 
cumstance which  occasioned  no  small  degree  of  surprise  as 
well  as  ctonmotlon.  In  a  note  affixed  to  his  published  dis- 
course, he  also  seems  to  strike  at  the  very  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  human  learning ;  for  he  boldly  discloses  his  opinion, 
^'  Tliat  (here  is  scarcely  any  internal  danger  wliich  we  fear, 
but  what  it  to  be  ascribed  to  a  Pagan  education,  under  Chris- 
tian establishments,  in  a  Christian  country." 

Dr.  Vincent,  who  was  then  master  of  the  sole  great  public 
sdiool  -  in  the  metropolis,  at  first  seemed  to  think  that  this 
attack  was  personal ;  but  as  he  wished  to  avoid  publiciQ'  and 
contention,  he  commenced  a  private  corre^ondence,  in  the 
course  of  which,  ample  and  satisfactory  explanations  were 
made.  But  it  unfortunately  happened,  that  Dr.  O'Beim^ 
Bishop  of  Meath,  at  the  very  next  anniversary,  in  1800,  and 
&om  the  very  same  pulpit,  deHvered  a  sermon,  whidi  was 
printed  at  tiie  request  of  the  Society,  with  an  accompanying 
note,  in  which  the  obnoxious  assertions  were  repeated,  with 
additicmal  remarks  of  his  own. 

Our  author,  here  again,  evinced  a  certain  degree  of  mo- 
deration ;  for  instead  of  combating  this  prelate  in  the  public 
arena,  he  applied  to  the  Society,  under  whose  sanctiffli  the 
work  had  been  printed  and  circulated,  to  permit  him  to  endose 
in  the  parcels,  containing  their  annual  communications,  a  jus- 
tiBctttion  of  the  public  instructors  of  England.  Bat  aa  this  was 
deemed  improper  by  the  committee  of  management,  under  the 
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idea  of  appeftring  to  Uke  part  in  the  controversy,  the  Doctor^ 
ai  B  lost  resoorce,  fiew  to  arms ;  ^>pealed  to  the  nation  at  large ; 
and  challenged  all  his  opponents  to  combat.  He  accordingly 
published  his  celebrated  "  Defence  of  Public  Education," 
addressed  to  the  most  Reverend  the  Lord  Bish<^  of  Meath ;  in 
which  he  not  only  makes  a  masterly  apology  for  the  present 
system,  but  expresses  himg^  in  a  high  and  indignant  tone, 
in  respect  to  the  distinguished  individuals  whose  supposed 
indiscretion  had  incurred  his  censure.  Neither  of  them  re- 
plied, and  here  the  contest  ended ;  bnt  the  Society  lor  pro- 
moting Chrisdan  Knowledge,  soon  after  entered  into  a  re- 
solution, tending. to  prevent  a  repetition  of  similar  events;  for 
the  notes  as  well  as  the  text  of  the  annual  sermon,  are  hence- 
ferth  to  be  submitted  to  th^r  approbation  and  revision. 

About  the  time  that  Mr.  Addington  was  made  minister,  the 
Doctor  became  a  Prebendary  of  Westminster  *,  and  was  soon 
aAer  promoted  to  be  Dean  -f.  He  was  also  selected  in  1 802, 
on  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  thanksgiving  on  account 
of  the  8horl>-lived  peace,  to  preach  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. This  appears,  &om  his  published  discourse  to  have 
been  a  eemKm  highly  suitable  to  the  occaMon. 

Tlius,  after  passing  a  long  life,  either  in  the  constant  ex- 
ercise of  bis  various  duties,  aa  an  Usher,  a  Master,  a  Rector, 
a  Prebendary,  a  Dean ;  or  in  occasionally  recreating  himself 
by  literary  avocations;  the  subject  of  this  memoir  af^Mors 
to  have  got  insensibly  old,  and  to  have  declined  g^tly  towards 
the  grave.  At  length,  after  a  fortnight's  illness,  he  died  at  his 
&vourite  residence  of  the  Deanery,  on  Dec.  Slst,  1815,  in  the 
77tb  yem*  of  his  age;  leaving  behind  him  two  sons,  both  of 
whom  are  married,  and  have  children. 

*  It  hu  been  uid,  that  thii  preTemieDl  wu  b«ite*cd  at  tbi  taliciulioD,  or  nibnr 
m  iLc  eiprcM  ttipulition,  of  Mr.Pltl,  on  quitting  office  in  IBSI.  It  enabled  th* 
Doctor  to  iwgD  iha  bead  maiteDhip  immediBtcly ;  an  ettot  which  mutt  indeed  have 
liken  jdice  loan  after,  erea  if  llii>  firit  favoui  tecOTtd  from  goremnient  bed  not  taken 

f  Thii  eecond  and  liit  fkroor  from  the  aona  wu  equally  nmolicited  and  un- 
eyelaJ.     Nothing  could  have  been  man  gntelul,  whether  in  leipect  tu  the  gift, 
tt  tbc  mode  of  coDvejing  the  intelligence ;  Lord  Sidntoiiih  haiing  intimated  to  bim 
b]r  IcUtr,  ui  Jane  ISM,  tbet  i(  itat "  a  public  lewaid  foi  public  urrico." 
K  3 
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As  a  clergyman.  Dr.  Vincent  was  r^nlar  and  exemplary  tb 
the  diEcharge  of  his  duties ;  strictly  orthodox  in  point  of  Qiith ; 
and  a  firm  supporter  of  all  the  doctrines,  tenets,  and  practices 
of  the  Church  of  Engluid.  His  person,  as  well  as  enunciation^ 
were  well  fitted  for  pulpit  oratory ;  his  Toice,  In  particular,  was 
sonorous ;  his  animation  prodiM:ed  a  lively  interest  on  the  hearts 
of  his  auditors,  while  a  certain  dignity  of  maimer  commanded 
their  impKcit  attention. 

As  a  writer,  he  possessed  all  the  necessary  requisites  to  gain 
the  approbation  of  intelligent  critics :  he  was  indeiatigably  in- 
dustrious ;  addicted  to  research ;  and  learned  in  no  common 
degree.  While  his  literary  labours  evinced  his  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  ancients,  his  sermons  were  admiraUy 
adapted  to  the  abilities  and  understandings  of  an  ordinary 
audience.  In  both  capacities,  his  language  was  t^iaste;  his 
composition  elegant;  in  short,  he  fondnually  reflected  the 
images  of  a  mind,  richly  imbued  with  learning,  both  human 
and  divine. 

As  a  controversial  writer,  he  sometimes  bordered  on  as- 
perily;  and  this,  too,  in  respect  to  minor  points:  while  with 
certain  persons,  with  whom  he  differed  in  essentials,  be  ex- 
hibited no  common  share  of  moderadon  and  hberality.  Ac- 
cordingly, be  did  fiill  justice  to  the  talents  of  a  Tooke,  a  Por- 
son,  and  a  Gibbon.  * 

As  a  school-master,  he  must  be  allowed  to  have  had  a  num- 
ber cd*  distinguished  pupils.  Among  these  are  to  be  included 
the  late  and  present  Duke  of  Bedford,  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
and  Dr.  Carey,  who  succeeded  him  as  head  master.  In  this 
capacity  he  was  said  to  be  acute,  able,  inde&tigable,  and 
a  strenuous  asserter  of  the  anci^t  discipline. 

•  In  1  [mkc  ■ddreuot  to  Mr.  GiUinn,  aiid  daitd  Dein't  Ysid,  July  Uih,  1793, 
he  fuAj  md  candidly  npreua  lii>  iMp«ct  for  hii  wucln.  "  Witb  all  the  prqudkct," 
oiutlva  he,  "  thai  men  of  m}  imifeuian  hare,  and  Ought  ID  hare,  Igiinx  putitalal 
paiti,  1  coiifeii  Hiih  ihe  higheii  niiifacikHi,  ihc  pleuuie  and  iutninkiii  i  bare  n- 
CeiTed  from  eretj'  thing  ihil  ii  ttiiial  and  historieel.  Oui  of  the  luimenmi  body  of 
■albonjrou  have  made  uieaf,  1  Iwve  litrtyt  fblloweil  your  nuraiion  with  >uch  at  I  coald. 
procure ;  jour  fideUiy,  acciuacy.  and  the  happy  lue  you  hare  made  of  thcnj  haa  (anghi 

u  Uw  fint."  Gibtmn'i  MixelliiKinu  Wuria,  by  Lord  ShaOield,  id.Ui.  p.  «M. 
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One  of  our  monthly  pubHcati<H)&  *  contains  the  following 


«<  Those  who  have  gone  tfarou^  collt^  at  Westminster, 
know  well  how  to  iq>preciate  his  (Dr.  Vincent's]  services  as 
second  master ;  not,  indeed,  with  rderence  to  his  exertione  in 
the  school,  for  they  were  confined  to  the  under  persons,  but 
with  respect  to  higher,  greater,  and  more  imp<»tant' duties. 
At  Westminster  school,  the  care  of  the  King's  scholars  Is 
confided  to  the  vigilance  and  superintendance  of  the  second 
master.  He  has  the  care  o!  Collie;  and  in  his  hands  are 
the  preservation  of  its  disci{dine,  the  guardianship  of  its 
morals,  and  the  charge  of  its  religious  instruction.  With 
a  steadiness  and  fidehty  rarely  equalled,  Dr.  Vincent  dis- 
chai^ed  these  difficult  fiiiictionB;  but  perhaps  there  never 
ousted  a  man  that  rivalled  him  iu  the  art  of  attracting  Irom 
boys  attention  to  his  lectures.  Four  times  a  week,  each  year, 
preparatiny  to  receiving  of  the  sacrament,  Dr.  Vincent  ex- 
pluned  the  nature  of  that  religious  ceremony,  its  institutions, 
its  importance,  and  its  benefits.  And  we  believe  such  wu 
his  happy  mode  of  imparting  instruction,  that  there  never 
was  known  an  instance  of  any  body  treating  the  disquisition 
with  levity,  or  not  shewing  an  eagerness  to  be  present  at,  and 
to  profit  by,  the  lesson. 

"  A  clear  sonorous  voice;  a  fluent,  easy,  yet  correct  delivery} 
an  expression  at  once  fiuniliar  and  impresuve,  rendered  him 
a  delightful  speaker.  These  advantages  he  possessed  also  in 
comnum  conversation ;  but  he  displayed  them  more  especially 
on  public  occasions,  and  never  to  greater  advantage  than  In 
the  pulpit.  As  sub-almoner,  it  was  in  the  course  of  his  duty 
to  preach  twice  a  year  at  the  Chf^  Royal,  before  their  Ma- 
jesties ;  and  moat  certainly  no  divine  in  the  course  of  the  King's 
long  reign,  more  recommended  himself  at  that  place,  as  a 
forcibly  eloquent,  and  sound  preacher,  than  Dr.  Vincent. 

**  On  becoming  Dean  of  Westminster,,  he  of  course,  re> 
rijpied  -  the  head  mastership ;  —  a  step  highly  necessary  to  his. 

•  GgiitlNBui'iM«fuide,Hi{)iilaii«iiltoml,lxHT.  putii.  p.asa^ 
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fiitnre  health,  already  not  a  little  unpaired  by  continual  con- 
finement, and  almost  total  ebstifience  &om  esercJK.  Bat 
before  be  relinquished  this  station,  in  vbich  he  had  attadied  to 
himself  all  those  who  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  und^  his 
tnition,  he  still  more  increased  his  pc^ularity  mth  Westmin- 
ster-moi,  b;  the  publication  of  his  "  Ddence  of  Public  Edu- 
csdon."  This  litde  worit  owed  its  origin  to  an  attack,  supposed 
to  proceed  frcHn  the  pen  of  Dr.  Kennell,  the  Master  of  the 
Temple,  on  the  syston  of  inetruction  pursued  at  public 
schools,  particularlj  in  the  important  matter  c^  Religion. 
I>r.  V.  on  this  occasion  took  up  the  gauntlet  in  support  of  his 
own  seminary ;  and  most  succcEsfiilly  vihdicated  it  from  the 
charge  of  neglect  on  this  great  point,  by  detaihng  specifically 
the  stated  exercises  of  J>rayer  and  sacred  instruction  in  use  at 
Westminster.  Ailer  this  period,  Dr.  V.  divided  his  time  be- 
tween bis  Deanery  and  his  living  of  Islip,  to  which  he  was 
presoited  by  the  church  of  Westminster,  being  always  resi- 
dent at  either  the  one  or  the  other ;  and  during  that  period  he 
fi-equently  honoured  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  by  his  -valuable 
correspondence.  There  is  not  a  doubt  but  that  his  release 
from  the  &tigues  and  anxiety  of  the  school,  and  the  ease  and 
relaxation  of  mind  which  he  enjoyed  fi-om  his  weli-eamed 
preferment,  tended  to  the  .prolongation  of  his  valnable  life. 
After  all,  it  was  in  the  bosom  of  his  family  that  Dr.  Vincent 
was  seen  to  the  greatest  advantage.  His  mornings  were  dedi- 
cated to  reading ;  his  evenings  to  the  society  of  his  fiiends.  In 
this  tranquil  and  peaceful  circle  he  endeared  himself  to  all 
around  him  by  the  benignity  of  his  disposition,  the  afiebility 
of  his  demeanour,  and  the  charms  of  his  conversation.  Here 
were  laid  open  that  singleness  of  heart,  and  simplicity  of 
mind,  which  none  could  appreciate  justly  but  those  who  saw 
and  were  conversant  with  him  in  the  free  and  &miliar  hours 
of  domestic  privacy.  With  qualifications  which  would  have 
conferred  dignity  on  the  highest  station  in  the  Church,  and 
with  an  ambition,  perhaps,  not  wholly  averse  from  rank  and 
elevation.  Dr.  V.  nevertheless  loved  quiet  and  retirement." 
It  ap^>ears  singular,  that  a  man  so  gifted ;  ccNoducting  him- 
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a^  throng  a  l<Hig  life  with  nich  wrnpiiloiu  proprie^ ;  r»> 
udingfor  nufffc  tbanbalf  a  century  in  the  seat  of  power;  pre- 
siding  fin*  a  consido^e  time  also  over  a  great  natioBal  eita^ 
Uidunent ;  and  with  two  places  '  of  some  note  already  in  the 
royal  household ;  should  fasve  missed  a  bishopric  And  the 
'  wonder  is  still  increased,  when  it  is  known  that  he  enjoyed, 
in  an  eminoit  d^;Tee,  His  Majesty's  approbation.  And  yet 
be  lived  to'  behold  the  prirate  tutors  of  the  I>uke8  of  Rutland 
and  Portland,  the  Marquis  dTBuckiii^iam,  Mr. I^tt,  andmany 
others,  el<!vated  to  the  episcopal  hononrs ;  while  he,  atthe  enj 
of  about  half  a  century,  obtained  a  prebendal  stall ;  and  to> 
i^rds  the  ctmclusion  of  his  life,  thou^t  himsdf  fortunate 
to  end  his  days  in  a  deanery. 

It  has  been  stud  with  every  appearance  of  truth,  that  the 
King  was  desirous  this  Deanery  should  ronain,  as  heretofore* 
ann^ed  to  the  Bishopric  of  Rochester ;  and  that  the  brow 
c^  the  venerable  Dr.  Vincent  should  be  decorated  with  the 
mitre  of  that  see.  This  gracious  intention  was  noti6ed  during 
a  personal  into^iew.  An  opportuni^  actually  occurred  some 
years  aiter';  and  there  -  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  royal 
promise,  stated  to  have  been  given  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Windsor  Forest  a  few  years  before,  would  have  been  as  uinal 
fulfilled  i  but  when  Dr.  Dam{Her  was  translated  to  Ely,  His 
Majesty  was  in  an  infirm  state  of  heidth ;  and  Dr.  Walker 
King  was  nominated  by  the  niinister  without  opposition. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  has  lefl  two  sons  behind  hun* 
by  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Wyatt,  and  vbo 
died  in  1807.  The  Rev.  William  St  Andrew  Vincent,  die 
dder  of  these,  afler  being  educated  at  Westminster  and 
Oxfinrd,  obtained  the  rectory  of  Allhallows,  Thames-rtreet, 
in  the  heart  of  the  city  of  London,  which  he  still  holds.  His 
other  son,  George-Giles,  ts  the  present  Chapter  Clerk  to  the 
church  of  Westminster ;  and  it  b  not  a  little  remarkable,  that 
they  may  be  said  to  have  been  indebted  to  thdr  own  firther 
Aoae,    for  both  preferments;  as  he  resigned   in   favour  of 
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the  me ;  while  the  other  -waa  aa  ex-officio  nomination,  in  hi» 
quality  of  Dean.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  are  married,  and 
have  children ;  and  the  union  of  aU  their  &inilies,  at  his  resi- 
dency affi>rded  to  the  grand&ther  the  highest  possible  satie- 
faction. 

Nor  ought  it  here  to  be  omitted,  that  the  possession  of 
the  rectory  of  Islip,  which  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  Westminster,  was  attended  with  a  variety  of  satisfactory 
results,  and  endeared  by  many  pleasing  recollections.  In  the 
first  fdace,  the  parish  is  venerable,  in  point  of  antiquity,  being 
the  birth-place  of  Edward  the  Confessor ;  in  the  second,  the 
parsonage  house  bad  been  rebuilt  by  Dr.  South,  4  theological 
writer  of  great  parts. and  learning,  who  died  there  ^i  1716; 
thirdly,  from  its  vidnity  to  Oxford,  it  afforded  him  an  easy 
ccnnmunication  with  hie  learned  friends  in  that  university,' 
and  finely,  it  presented  him  with  a  pleasng  retreat  during 
the  summer  months. 

Emulous  to  imitate  the  beneficence  of  his  celebrated  pre- 
decessor, and  to  take  away  the  obnoxious  plea  of  non-resi- 
doice,  &om  his  successors,  the  Doctor  exp«ided  between  two 
sndthree  thousand  pounds,  in  the  reparation  of  the  parsonage: 
one  thousand  of  which  arose  indeed  out  of  the  sum  received 
for  dilapidations ;  but  the  rranainder  was  furnished  by  himself. 
Before  his  time,  the  mcumbent  had  not  for  many  years  been 
able  to  live  there,  on  account  of  the  ruinous  condidon  of  the 
mansion. 

An  excellent  likeness  of  this  worthy  dignitai^  was  painted 
a  few  years  since  by  Howard,  in  his  character  of  Dean,  with, 
tha^jpropriate  insignia  of  the  Bath,  of  which  order  he  was  one 
of  the  chief  officers.  An  engraved  portrait  was  published  in 
1807. 
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Commons,  at  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster,  on  Sunday  June  1, 
1802,  being  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  thanksgiving. 

J 1.  The  Periplus  of  the  Erythrean  Sea,  Part  11.  4to.  1805. 

12.  The  Voyage  of  Nearchus,  and  the  Periplus  of  the  Ery- 
threan Sea,  translated  from  the  Greek,  1809. 

14,  Observations  on  the  Geography  of  Susiana  have  been 
lately  printed  in  Mr,  VaJpey's  Classical  Journal,  No.  xviii 

N.  B.  The  Dean  also  reviewed  several  articles  in  the  Bri- 
tish Critic,  particularly  that  relative  to  the  controversy  about 
the  Troad ,'  and  inserted  many  articles  occasionally  in  the 
Gendeman's  Magazine, 
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RIGHT  HON.  RICHAKD  BRINSLEY  SHERIDAN, 

LATZ  TREASURER  OF  THB  KAVY,  RBCEIVKR-GINERAL  OX  TRS  DDCUT 
OF  CORNWALL}  AKD  M.  P.  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  ILCHESTER,  &C. 


1 HK  subject  of  the  present  article  is  acknowledged  to  have 
been  one  of  the  most  singular,  eloquent,  and  accomplished  men 
perhiqjs  ever  known  in  this  country.  When  we  contemplate 
his  many  talents ;  his  great  endowments ;  his  various  acquire- 
ments; as  evinced  in  the  multifarious  characters  of  a  Poet, 
a  Prose-writer,  a  Dramatist,  an  Orator,  and  a  Legislator,  be 
must  be  considered  as  a  phenomenon,  the  like  of  which  has 
scarcely  been  witnessed  before;,  within  the  range  of  our  bio- 
graphical bemiqihere. 

Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan  was  the  third  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan*,  well  known,  both  as  an  actor,  and 

*  "niomu  Sheridin,  M.  A.  wu  born  at  QuJI«,  in  IreUnd,  in  1791,  andedaciC«l 
putty  M  WetiminitH  >du>ol,  anil  putlyd  Trinitjcoll^,  Dublin.    Hii  fithn,  whnu 
nunc  «•*  *ko  HmmHi  k*d  uImd  the  degree  of  D.  D. « tbe  ume  uDiveniij ;  tud  eetec- 
II 
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lecturer  on  docution ;  and  grendgon  of  the  Rer.  Dr.  Iliomas 
E&mdan,  the  friend  and  corapsnion  of  Dean  Swift,  durtig  the 
residence  of  that  celebrated  vit  and  writer  in  Ireland.  Hia 
mother*  was  an  accomplished  female,  who  dedicated  her 
leisure  hours  to  literature ;  and  wai  cue&l  to  convey  initruo> 
tion,  as  well  as  entertainm«it,  to  her  readers ;  for  her  worla 
are  replete  with  every  thing  that  tends  to  inculcate  the  channs 
of  delicacy  in  the  <me  sex,  and  of  morals  in  both. 

Such  were  the  paroits  of  the  sut^ect  of  this  article^  who  firrt 
siaw  the  light  in  Dorset-street,  Dublin,  in  the  month  of  Octo* 
ber,  1 751 ,  He  was  bt^tised  soon  after,  as  appears  from  the 
parochial  raster,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  found  below.f 

Mrs.  Sheridan  was,  for  some  time,  the  sole  instructor  of  he» 
two  survinng  sons ;  for  Hiomas,  the  eldest,  died  in  child- 
hood. After  teaching  the  rudiments  of  the  English  tongue, 
she  d^vered  ihem  over  to  the  tuition  of  her  neighbour  and 


i^  into  half  Onlen,obtiiDedmlivin;b]r«t*B(orDein  SaifL;  kc  aIfoliq>t  ■  re^Mcubli 
icbcKil,  ot  nlhci  indemj,  for  minj  jetn  M  Dublin.  Bring  ifr^  iirpcoridem,  and  of 
coune  djing  poor,  hii  len,  oT  MhoiB  we  nuir  ireu,  iru  obliged  to  rndavDiir  (a  obuin  i 
lirelibogd  OD ibc iti^ >  sod  ucotdiagl;,  in  1743,  he  qipcue^  ic Smock  Allty,  inlbe 
diuacter  of  Rlcfurd  IIL  He  iftcnnnU  becuna  minigar  of  tha  Dublin  ihntn  in 
Smock  Aileji  but  llul  properiflcu  enlirelj  niincdin  coniequtncf  of  BOme  diilurbtncn 
thu  took  place  there. 

He  DOweUDt  toEngltindittidwueDeigedalDnUTLane  in  17G0;  Moe  ifterirbiab 
he  obtained  m  peuion  JVois  the  King,  with  vhlcli  he  retired  For  a  time  to  Hoii,  in 

Raring  Ion  bi>  wile  then,  heceturud  (o  l«adon,'(nd  in  l^flTt  exhibited  an  enter- 
tiinineni  called  ibe  "  Aitie  Eiening,"  coiuiiting  of  mding,  linging,  and  miuici  In 
rennquiihing  the  piofesiion  of  an  actor  tu  177S,  he  (occeedcd  Mr.  Garriek  ai  mt.- 
atga  of  Drury  l^ne  theetic,  which  litnation  ht  niigned  in  ijjg,  and  ditit  a(  Hal- 
gate  in  1788. 

IC<  wnkt  are  chieflj'  conneclid  with  edunlton  g  the  prinnpal  one,  in  I  sol.  4to  and 
3voU.  8*0.  ■>  a  djclionar}  of  the  English  language,  in  which  all  the  wordi  are  ptopeil; 
■eeened,  aceording  to  hit  Mawlard. 

•  Miu  Fnnna  Chamberlaine,  gnnd-daoghlw  of  Sir  Olirei  ChanberlaiDe,  wa>  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Thomaa,  and  mother  of  Richard  Briulej  Sheridan:  Thii  ladj  wai  a  tcij 
ingeniou*  womaii,  being  the  author  of  Sidne;  Biddulph,  a  nonl ;  Nouijahiil,  a  mocal 
lUnance;  and  iheDiicDXrji,  a  comedj.     Shedied  at  £1oiiin  I7li7. 

t  '<BichardBfini!ey,>onofMr.  andMn.  Shfridin,  bipiiieJNoi.  4, 17*1."  He 
VaaoUed  "  Richard,"  after  an  uncle  ;  and  "  Biiii^ey"  u  a  token  of  reipectioBrinlle]', 
or  nther  BrvuliUif  Butler,  £*t1  of  Laneiboiuugfa,  ihen  gorernor  rf  ihe  count]'  of 
Ciran.  Tbia  ndblnoao  had  interetled  hjmtelf,  op  more  thui  one  occaiion,  in  &TCur  i£ 
4m  Shnidtn  fanul j. 
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relaMoD,  Mr.  Wfayte,  whd  bad  opened  on  academy  in  tht 
capital,  in  the  month  of  April,  1158.  This  lady,  on  that  oc- 
«asion,  very  properly  adverted  to  the  necessity  of  "  patience" 
in  the  profession  of  a  schoolmaster.  She  complained,  that  her 
-own  had  been  sufficiently  exercised  already ;  and  hinted,  that 
all  bis  stock  would  be  call^  into  actitm  by  her  two  boys. 
This  was  so  far  good ;  but  when,  notwithstanding  the  self-love 
incident  to  a  mother,  we  find  her  adding,  that  "  two  such  im- 
penetrable dmices  were  never  met  with  before,  in  the  course 
X)f  her  whole  life,"  we  seem,  to  be  lost  in  wonder  and  surprise  I 
X^.it  be  recollected,  however,  that  the  one  was  only  seven,  and 
the  other  (Charles- Francis)  but  eight  or  nine  years  old  at  this 
period :  tl^  latter,  after  distinguishing  himself  as  a  man  of  let- 
ters, became  Secretarj'  of  Legation  to  the  court  of  Sweden,  and 
deputy  Secretary  at  War  in  Ireland. 

As  the  elder  Mr.  Sheridan  aspired  to,  and  at  length  ob- 
tiuned  His  Majesty's  countenance  andprotection,  it  was  probably 
oh  this  account,  tliat  he  made  choice  of  one  of  the  poor  knights' 
houses  at  Windsor,  for  his  place  of  residence  on  leaving  Ire- 
land.  It  was  to  that  town,  therefore,  that  his  two  sons  were 
■ent  in  the  autumn  of  1 759,  after  the  lapse  of  eighteen  months ; 
when  the  good  and  worthy  mother  once  more  assumed  the 
ofEce  of  preceptress :  but  we  hear  no  more  of  the  necessity  of 
"  patience;"  and  it  is  probable,  that  either  the  boys  had  be- 
come more  docile  under  the  care  of  a  stranger ;  or  that  the 
lady 'was  more  accustomed  to  the' difficult  art  of  teaching 
one's  own  children ! 

As  Charles,  at  an  early  period,  evinced  superior  diligence; 
as  he  displayed  at  the  same  time  great  correctness  of  ear,  and 
■powers  of  voice ;  and  contrived,  when  only  eleven  years  of  age, 
to  the  great  delight  of  his  fether,  with  whose  peculiar  province 
this  qualification  was  intimately  connected,  to  recite  various 
passages  from  Milton  in  an  elegant  and  impressive  manoCT; 
no  fears  were  entertained  for  this  lad,  who  afterwards  distin- 
gnidied  himself  as  the  historian  of  that  revolution  at  Stockhcdm, 
which  put  an  end  to  every  trace  of  Swedish  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence.    But  in  respect  to  the  other,  who  wse  placed  at 
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Harrow  school  immediately  after  the  Christmas  recess  of  1 768, 
he  was  sprightly  and  wild,  and  ^ipears  to  have  been  sent 
thither,  for  the  express  purpose  of  learning  how  to  get  through 
the  world.  His  moth«-,  on  this  occasion  at  least,  seems  to  have 
displayed  a  certain  degree  of  pn^etical  sagacity,  when  she 
remarks  to  a  correspcxident  *,  as  a  reason  for  the  change; 
"  that  as  Dick  probably  may  &11  into  a  bustling  life,  we  have 
a  mind  to  accustom  him  early  to  shift  for  himself  1" 

Dr.  Sumner,  the  elc^^t  and  accomplished  head  master, 
with  all  his  penetraticKi,  could  discover  no  f^impse  of  fiitore 
talents  in  this  untoward  boy.  The  merit  was  reserved  for  the 
nearer  iii^>ection  of  Mr.  Samuel  (now  Dr.)  Parr,  then  one  rf 
the  sub-preceptors.  It  was  he  who  arouseij  his  puful  into 
activity  and  exertion ;  -it  was  he  who,  substituting  emulatjtm 
for  coercion,  induced  him  to  take  a  pride  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties;  to  aspire  to  praise  and  to  distinction;  to  exert 
his  memory,  which  was  strong  and  powerful ;  to  ctisplay  blB 
dawning  genius;  and  to  exhibit  some  early  specimens  of  that 
versatility  of  powers  and  endowments,  which  afterwards  ren- 
dered him  so  con^icuous.  At  this  period  too,  he  gave  some 
occauonal  symptoms  of  his  future  cbaractea: ;  for  he  was 
ambitious  of^applause;  more  eager  to  acquire  than  to  retain 
pc^ularity ;  careless  about  his  own  interests ;  at  times  studious 
to  excess;  always  witty,  fecetions,  and  entertaining;  but  in 
general  so  indolent,  more  especially  When  not  excited  by  any 
ruling  passion,  that  he  seemed  actually  to  have  lost,  rather 
than  to  have  suspended,  his  powers  of  action, 

Such  was  Dick  Sheridan  at  the  t^  of  eighteen ;  and  exactly 
such  was  the  Kight  Honourable  K.  B.  Sheridan,  at  the  t^ge 
>of  ^xty  !  Mr.  Sheridan  was  never  sent  to  the  university.  For 
this,  various  reasons  may  be  assigned ;  in  the  first  place,  he 
himself  might  not  have  heen  v^y  desirous ;  in  the  second,  his 
acquirements  at  Harrow  were  perhaps  deemed  fully  sufficieait 
for  all  us^iit  purposes;  and  finally,  the  derangement  of  the 
&mily  affiurs  is  likely  to  have  precluded  the  possibility  of  such 

•  Mr.  Wbjte,  the  nbool-lliulei  bdbre  illude4  to. 
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a  measure.  This  last  argument  must  appear  to  be  pr^ioii- 
derant,  when  it  is  recollected,  on  one  hand,  how  expensive  sndi 
a'  system  of  education  is;  and,  on  the  other,. that  his  &ther 
neither  possessed  any  patrimonial,  or  acquired  property ;  while 
his  professional  pursuits  were  both  unprofitable  and  precarious. 
Indeed  the  family  chitdy,  if  not  wholly,  subsisted,  at  this  very 
period,  on  a  pension  of  two  hundred  pounds ; '  and  die  profits 
derived  from  lectures  on  elocudon. 

It  is  tmly  wonderAd  how  Richard  could  actually  obtain 
money  to  pay  the  fees  on  entering  himself  a  student  of  the 
socie^  of  die  Middle  Temple,  and  be  «ia61ed  to  he^  his 
comvums  while  there.  He  indeed  never  received  a  call  to  the 
bar;  and  he  is  said  to  have  chiefiy  supported  himsdf  at  this 
oitical  period  by  his  Uterary  labours.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but,  both  on  this  and  future  occauons,  he  wrote  frequently  for 
the  newsp^>ers ;  and  indeed  until  his  last  &tal  illness,  he  kept 
up  a  constant  connection  with  more  than  one  of  the  editors 
of  the  periodical  journals. 

'  It  was  at  this  epoch  that  a  translatitm  of  Arist^etus,  firom 
the  Greek,  made  its  appearuice ;  which  has  been  attributed  to 
his  Tpea.  He  also  wrote  a  thousand  poetical  trifles,  which  may 
be  found,  perhaps,  among  the  fugitive  pieces  of  the  day ;  but 
are  now  mislaid  and  forgotten.  Even  he  himself  was  utterly 
unable,  at  a  later  period,  to  make  out  a  catalf^e  of  hii  own 
productions !  Some  fiicts  and  circumstances  have  been  lately 
communicated  to  me,  that  tend  to  exhibit  this  part  of  his  life 
in  a  new  point  of  view.  I  have  been  assured  by  a  gentleman 
of  fortune,  formerly  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  who  was  the  eariy  frieoid 
of,  i^eridan ;  "  That  he  was  not  only  a  mosi  admirable  com- 
panion, accustomed  to  difiuse  mirth  and  produce  hilarity  at 
the  festive  board ;  but  that  he  excelled  in  all  the  manly  and 
genteel  exercises.'  In  particular,  he  danced  with  uncommon 
grace ;  and  was  so  excellent  an  horseman,  as  to  be  acquainted 
with  every  thing  relative  to  that  art,  which  indeed  he  had 
been  regularly  taught.  He  imdertook,"  odds  my  informant, 
"  out  of  mere  good  nature,  to  instruct  me ;  and  was  accustomed 
to  mount,  dismount,  and  ride  with  an  mr  of  ease  and  elegancy 
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tfi&t  delighted  ua  all."  They  met  for  the  last  time,  after  the 
\spae  of  thirty  years,  and  spent  a  ^ole  evening  in  recapitu* 
kting  their  former  adventures ! 

From  an  early  period  of  life,  Mr.  ^eridan  was  accuetomed 
to  the  stage,  and  constantly  frequented  the  theatres.  But 
notwithstanding  his  &ther  had  distinguished  himself  by  his 
histrionic  powers,  yet  so  lofly  were  his  own  peculiar  notionsi 
that  he  would  have  rather  perished  with  hunger  in  the  street, 
than  have  acquired  all  the  opulence  of  Garrick,  provided  he 
should  have  been  obliged,  like  him,  to  assume  the  character, 
of  an  actor ! 

Notwithstanding  this,  it  seemed  fore-doomed  by  &te,  that 
his  life  should  assume  a  new  c<Jour,  and  his  pursuits  a  fresh 
direction,  irom  the  drama.  It  was  on  the  stage  he  first  saw, 
and  heard,  and  became  oiraptiired  with  £liza  Linley,  at  an 
oratorio ;  and  on  the  stage  too  of  Drury  Lane,  where  he  him- 
self was  &ted  afterwards  to  assume,  not  only  the  lead  and 
superintendence,  but  also,  for  a  while,  to  irradiate  all  around 
him  by  the  splendour  of  his  talents  in  genteel  comedy. 

Mr.  I^eridan  followed  die  young  lady  to  Bath,  and  as  it  was 
the  custom  at  that  period,  to  signalize  a  youthful  lover's  affec- 
tion by  a  duel,  he  contrived  to  fight  two  with  Mr.  MathewB> 
a  gentleman  of  fortune,  still  living ;  one  at  a  tavem  in  Hen- 
rietta Street,  Covent  Garden,  and  another  at  Kingsdown,  near 
Bath.  The  latter  was  not  unattended  with  bloodshed ;  and 
both  the  combatants  are  said  to  have  conducted  themselves 
with  great  gallantry  on  this  occasion.  A  trip  to  the  continent, 
and  a  marriage  there,  with  a  repetition  of  the  ceremony  in 
England,  af^r  their  return,  rendered  the  whole  af&ir  ro- 
mantic in  the  extreme !  But  the  denouement  of  this  romance 
was  not  at  ah  pleasing  to  Mr.  Linley,  the  father,  who,  by  the 
skill,  and  voice,  and  taste  of  his  beautifiil  daugher  Eliza,  hoped 
to  enrich  hhnself.  At  length,  however,  after  the  lapse  of  a 
decent  period,  a  reconciliation  ensued;  and  Maria  Linley, 
less  lovely,  but  not  less  interesting  than  her  elder  sister,  filled, 
er  rather  occupied  her  situation  in  the  oratorios,  which  at  that 
period  were  fashionably  attended ;  and  this  too,  to  a  degree 
L 
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KSKxly  to  be  ccedHed  at  the  present  moment.  The  young 
Udy,  last  mentioned;  booh  after  died  of  a  decline ;  she  actnally 
expired,  indeed,  while  sin^g  ci  the  fiimous  anthem  in  the 
Messiah,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  Uveth !" 
'  Both  b^ire  and  aAer  this  unfortnnate  erent,  proposals  were 
oonveyed  in  the  most  dehcate  manner,  with  a  view  to  induce 
iin,  Sheridan  to  accept  of  a  lucrative  engaguoent :  a  wish  on 
the  part  of  Her  Majesty  was  also  expressed  for  this  lady, 
who  onited  all  the  requirites  of  scientific  skill,  with  the  finen 
gifts  of  nature,  ib  her  own  person,  to  assist  at  her  private 
Concerts.  But  the  first  were  rejected  with  disdain ;  nnd  the 
aecond  decUned  with  all  due  politeness.  The  proprietors  of 
t£e  Pantheon,  who  tempted  Mrs.  Sheridan's  necessities,  wiA 
the  oSer  of  two  thousand  pounds  for  twelve  ni^ts  only,  ex- 
|wrienced  a  similar  rebuff  with  the  patentees  of  the  winter 
theatres ;  and  yet,  at  that  very  period,  this  young  coiqJe  were 
almost  literally  destitute  of  a, dinner,  and  utterly  onaUe  to 
{My  tlie  bouse  r&A  of  their  reudence  in  Orchwd  Street,  Port- 
man  Square. 

The  wife  on  this  occasion  it  stud  to  have  made  fewer  ob- 
jections than  the  husband ;  and  it  may  be  questioned  periti^ 
by  prudent  inquirers,  if  in  their  situation,  he  did  not  carry 
his  pride  or  spirit  of  independaice  rather  too  &r?  At  any 
ratc^  bis  extreme  delicacy  ong^t  to  have  been  accompanied 
mth  the  most  rigorous  economy,  a  steady  application  of  his 
talents,  and  an  earnest  determination  to  support  his  haughty 
and  nobie-mihded  resolves,  for  such  th^  in  reaHty  were,  by  a 
correspondent  dignity  of  conduct  on  his  own  part.* 

.    *  Od  teiding  tb1<  puMge  to  >  rrianil,  I  ua  tnured,  "  thM  ihe  Sbtiiduw  uid 

Linleyshid  bwn  long  Intimaie  together."  I  htw  been  told  ilto;  "  thu  Mi»  Idn- 
1<;  baH  recoiercd  3000'.  Tmiii  i  Mr.  Long,  u  dunigea  fbr  a  bieuh  ofcontnct  of  mir- 
rnge.  Orih&ttum  Mr.Lioley,  her  tnhtt,  daductid  ISOOJ.,  on  iceouni  of  hit  lo» 
of  revenae,  in  coniequence  of  nuuriigei  and  wtlhthe  otber  moicly,  Mr.Sheridtn  kept 
hmiH  after  his  marriage  in  Si.  Mary-le-Bone."  It  wu  added,  "  tliat  ihia  being  the 
first  cansidenblc  mm  ever  in  bis  poueaaion,  he  acted  ig  if  the  mine*  of  Peru  andPotoai 
bad  been  at  hii  comnund.  It's  ^eedy  diffuiioa  eontrihaled  in  noinull  degree  to  inl^ 
t'latc  him  in  those  habits  of  diuipiioD  aod  eilrartgance  which  Enallj  occauoned  the 
thipwreck  ofliis  fortune'ind  his  hnpes ;  far  as  it  tended  not  a  little  to  imprdeyiolt  finall} 
[>ut  an  uniinelj'  enil  to  bit  brilliant  cmer."  -—£0, 
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But  although  Mr.SbeiidaD  would  not  suffer  hU  Udy  to 
s|^>ear  "before  the  public,  in  the  charaoter  of  a  unger,  he  hjio- 
sdf  bad  no  objectiom,  to  Butgect  the  fruits  of  hia  talentB,  to 
the  judgment  of  the  »elf-swQe  tribunaL  It  has  been  con- 
fidenty  and  repeatedly  aseerted,  that  his  first  attempts  in  tbe 
dramatic  art  were  not  propitious,  even  in  his  own  estimation. 
Notwidistanding  this,  sudi  was  his  reputation  as  a  poet,  in 
consequence  of  some  early  cdSfusions,  that  his  iriends  itdfised 
him  to  peraev^e;  and  as  tbe  dram^ic  muse  thai,  as  now, 
rewarded  her  successful  votaries  with  great  hberality,  he 
resolved  to  attempt  a  comedy,  llie  "  Rivals,"  was  accord- 
mgly  jvoduced  at  Covoit  Clarden  theatre,  and  laid  the  foifn- 
datitm  of  his  iuture  eminence  hi  this  line  of  c<»npoBition.  True 
it  is,  that  it  was  withdrawn  in-consec^mce  of  some  marks  of 
dis^iprobation  *,  in  respect  to  certain  parts  of  the  ditdogue ; 
but  yet  the  critics  unanitnouely  pronounced  it  a  wonderibl  pels 
IcHmtuice  at  the  age  of  twen^-fire.  Aft^  some  judicious 
alteraUons,  curtulments,  and  emendati<»is,  it  was  again  brought 
forward,  and  has  ever  since  continued  to  be,  what  is  termed 
a  "  stock  piece,"  in  the  language  t^  the  theatres. 

I&vhig  at  length  succeeded,  to  a  certain  d^ree  at  least,  in 
a  {^y,  that  exhibited  a  conaiderdtiU  portion  c^  feeling,  sen- 
timent, and  gentility,  he  next  determined  to  vary  his  powers 
by  producing  a  farce,  caiculated  to  di^lay  broad  wit  and 
vulgu'  merriment,  The&rce  of  "  St.  Patrick's  Day,"  is  said 
to  have  been  written  within  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours; 
and  it  gratified  the  galleries  exceedingly. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  ensuti^  season,  (in  the  autumn 
of  1776,)  Mr.  ^eridan,  who  appears  to  have  been  extremely 
industrious  during  the  precedii^  summer,  obtained  new  and 
.ino'eased  applause,  by  producmg  the  Comic  Opera  of  the 
**  Duenna."     On  this  occasion  his  lyric  powers  proved  highly 

■  It  hu  been  laid  by  ttie  idmiren  of  Mr.  Sheridin,  tbit  the  lole  fault  coniitted  Id 
dw  bed  acting  of  Mr.  Lee,  who  displayed  none  of  the  vriginal  tro^iit,  and  persaarRed 
BB  part  of  the  chancter  of  Sir  Ludui  OTtigger.  Tbit  adoi  wu  lucceeded  by  Mr. 
□inch,  with  the  hsj^leatefltct;  and  he  io  h'u  turn  h»»  b«n  iiicceedeil  wiih  incrnied 
a^>laiuK!,  by  tmac  cC  the  ml  niiiivc*  of 'Inland,  OD  whoM  pan  it  w»  alo^Mhet  no- 
neccMafj  tostudjr  ibejuroii  of  the  Hibtraiiui  heio. 
L   2 
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serviceable  by  infusing  grac^  variety,  and  hiimour  into  the 
songs ;  while  the  degance,  correctness,  and  point  of  the  die-' 
tion,  added  new  zest  to  the  dialogue.  In  short,  every  thing 
contributed  to  render  this  drama  at  once  pleasing,  popular, 
and  productive.  Yet,  after  all,  it  is  but  fair  to  add,  that  both 
the  success  and  celebrity  of  that  production  were  not  a  little 
assisted  by  the  excellence  of  the  musick,  and  the  talenU  of  the 
singers.  Were  merit  of  this  kind  to  be  estimated  by  the 
result  alone,  the  Dueona  might  be  deemed  superior  to  the 
Be^iar's  Opera,  by  having  rm  half  a  score  of  nights  longer.- 

Mr.  Siieridan's  r^utation  had  now  reached  the  utmost 
pimude  of  dramatic  fiune,  and  yet  his  fortune  had  obtained 
but  little  increase.  Gay,  volatile,  dissipated,  and  hospitable 
to  ouess,  his  table  was  open  to  the  whole  circle  of  his  friends 
and  admirers ;  and  who  Would  not  have  been  eager  to  oijoy 
the  unrivalled  music  and  unequalled  wit  of  such  an  host 
^nd  hostess?  Yet  notwithstanding  the  notoriety  of  his  ez- 
pebces,  and  the  deficiency  of  his  revenues,  such  were  the  &»- 
dnating  manners,  talents,  and  r^utation  of  the  author  of  the 
"  Dnorna"  at  this  moment^  that  he  contrived  to  enter  into, 
and  succeed  in  a  negodation  with  Garrick,  for  the  purchase 
of  a  part  of  his  share  of  the  patent  of  Drury  Lane  theatre. 
On  this  occasion  he  associated  himself  with  Dr.  Ford  and  Mr. 
Linley:  these  gentlemen  in  1776,  agreed  to  pay  the  sum  of 
$0,0001.  to  the  English  Roedus,  who  at  the  same  time  reserved 
to  himself  certain  other  clums  on,  and  advantages  from  the 
house.  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Sheridan  is  allowed  to  hare 
dis[dayed  great  talents  aXjcrtance}  for  it  must  be  obvious  that 
he  was  inc^able  of  advancing  a  single  shilling;  he,  however, 
contrived  by  mortgage  alone,  to  obtfun  the  mon^,  and  fulfil 
dl  his  engagements.  The  unfortunate  Lacy,  in  an  evil  hour, 
was  also  induced  to  make  a  transfer  of  his  property :  it  is  im- 
possible to  contemplate  the  history  and  suffering  of  the  de- 
scendant of  this  gentleman  without  compassion  '. 

"  A  Trip -to  Scarborough  •,"  first  perfmrmed  on  the  24tl| 

■  Tliit  ii  not  tnorigiml  pUj,  beiqg  nMitlj  iltcicd  fraa  Sit  John  Vubu^b'i  on 
noly  of  the  "  HcUpM." 
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.of  Febmary  1777;  brought  crowded  houses  to  the  great  sa- 
tis&ction  of  the  new  partnership;  while  the  "  School  for 
Scandal*"  literally  filled  thor  empty  treasury.  This  fiu'-&med 
comedy,  first  ddi^ted  an  I>igli)ih  audience  on  the  8th  d 
May,  of  the  same  year ;  and  during  the  whole  season  obtained 
the  rapturous  commendations  of  all  the  gay,  gented*  and 
fashionable  circles.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  critics  have  re- 
marked that  it  is  somewhat  deficient  in  point  of  marals ;  and 
not  altt^ether  original  in  point  of  characters.  Joseph  and 
Charles  have  been  copied, '  we  are  told,  from  some  of  Fielding's 
novels;  while  Sir  Oliver  Sur&ce  is  the  counter-part  of  the 
hero  of  a  comedy  penned  by  his  own  mother.  Yet,  notwith^ 
standing  this,  it  must  always  be  considered  one  of  the  bert 
written,  and  the  best  contrived  productions  of  the  preaeait  day. 
It  ou^t  not  to  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  grace  and 
dignity  of  the  Countess  of  Derby,  together  with  the  singular 
and  appn^riate  powers  <^  a  King,  a  Palmer,  and  a  Smith, 
omtributed  not  a  little  to  hei^tea  the  success.  This  bril- 
liant dramatic  effort,  which  obtained  for  its  author  the  title  of 
the  "  Modem  Ccmgreve,"  has  never  as  yet  been  published, 
although  a  corrected  copy  was  entrusted  to  a  respectable  book- 
seller for  this  express  purpose.  * 

A  musical  piece,  called  the  "  Camp,"  had  been  brought  out 
during  the  precedii^  season,  to  gratify  the  taste  of  the  public 
ibr  military  spectacle,  we  being  then  at  war  with  America. 

Tlie  "  Critic,"  ^thouji^  manifeetly  modelled  from  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham's  Rehearsal,  was  soon  oStet  received  with 
abundant  applause,  on  account  of  the  novdty,  and  apjdication 
(^  the  satire.  Sir  Fretful  Plagiary  was  a  character  entirely 
new  to  the  drama,  although  not  to  real  life. 

The  lamented  death  of  Garrick  in  1779,  produced  a  Mo- 
nody from  the  same  pen.  It  was  delivered  by  Mrs.  Yates,  in 
the  character  of  the  Tragic  Mus^  with  much  pathos;  but  it 
was  little  calculated,  even  with  all  her  power^  to  produce  the 
necessary  stage  effect. 

•  Mr.  Shmdin  utullj  lold  ihc  ropj -right  of  ihc  School  toi  Sdwlil  to  Ml.  BUg- 
««r>  <>f  Ficrtdlllj,  who  pouena  the  iccript  i«  dw  nmc.  —  Eo. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  hod  now  enjoyed  an  uninterrapted  career  x£ 
applause  for  many  years,  without  being  enriched  by  labour^ 
which  would  have  rendered  any  other  man  in  the  nation,  not 
only  ind^>endent,  but  ^u^it.  He  would  hare  still  continued 
perhspE,  to  write  fer  the  stage,  and  to  have  received  and  ex- 
pended large  sums  annmdly,  had  not  the  secret  whisperings 
of  ambition,  intimated  a  new  road  to  glory. 

Mr.,  now  Lord  John  Townahend,  a  younger  son  of  the 
first  Marquis  Townshend,  was  tike  himself,  a  poet,  and  -it  is 
not  at  all  to  be  wondered,  that  the  congeniality  of  their  minds 
should  have  produced,  first  an  acquaintance,  and  then  an  iiv- 
tiniacy.  They  are  supposed  indeed,  to  have  combined  with 
several  other  wits  of  the  day,  in  piWucing  a  Beries  of  mock 
heroic,  poems  *,  whidi  were  eagerly  read,  difiiis^,  and  ap- 
plauded, Irom  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other.  It  was 
this  gentleman  who  first  introduced  Mr.  Sheridan  to  Mr.  Fox, 
and  this  incident  converted  the  poet  into  a  politician  and 
a  patriot. 

After  some  ineffectual  attempts  to  obtain  a  seat  in  parlia- 
moit  through  patronage,  Mr.  Sheridan  at  length,  in  1 760; 
produced  lumself  as  a  candidate  for  the  borough  of  Stafford, 
which  then,  as  now,  owns  no  patron.  The  mere  expences  rf 
this  election  are  said  td  have  cost  him  1000/.,  a  sum  which  he 
borrowed  with  some  difficulty;  and  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  be  returned  at  so  trifling  an  expence,  as  there  was- a  petition 
against  hiui,  to  the  fifteenth  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  along 
with  Mr,  Monckton,  imde  to  Viscount  Galway.  What  is 
not  B  little  remarkable,  he  and  this  gentieman  were  colleagues 
during  no  fewer  than  six  successive  parliaments,  for  the 
B«ne  place;  vix.  those  of  1780,  nui,  1790,  1796,  1801,  and 
1802. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  now  entirely  relinquishing  the  Muses,  became 
a  regular  attendant  in  St.  Steph^s  Chapel ;  and  both  ther^ 
and  at  all  the  public  meetings  of  the  time,  was  ti  strenuous 
opposer  of  the  American  war,  and  consequentiy,  a  violent 

■  The  PrDbuiooarj'  Odu,  &c.  Mf  .Sberidui  dibduineil  aiij  ahatt  in  (hem. 
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foa  to  Lord  North's  administration.  On  the  ccmdumon  of 
hostilities,  he  joined  with  many  celebrated  men,  in  a  plan,  for 
procuring  a  reform  in  parliament ;  and  actually  sat  in  a  con- 
'  ventioQ  -for  that  express  purpose,  with  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wyville,  tiien  chairman  erf*  the  York- 
shire Committee;  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  Bart,  and  a  mnltitDde  of 
other  distinguished  characters.  On  this,  as  on  many  dmilar 
occasions,  he  went  much  forther  than  his  party  either  wished, 
or  intended ;  the  Whigs,  ccnsidered  as  a  body,  being  sap- 
posed  never  to  have  beot  very  fond  of  that  measure. 

Notwithstanding  this,  he  was  now  deemed  bo  abi^  and  at 
the  same  time^  so  useM  an  assistant,  that  when  the  Roekn^ 
liajn  patty,  in  17S2,  vaulted  into  the  seat  of  power,  be  was 
immediatdy  nominated  UQder-sea*etary  to  his  &iend  Mr.  Fox, 
who  was  sdected  at  that  period,  to  preude  over  the  foreign 
department.  In  this  new  and  ardnous  sitnafion,  time  sufficient 
for  a  display  <^  his  abilities,  was  not  allowed,  for  the  Earl  of 
l^elbume  having  been  declared  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  by 
the  especial  intervention  of  the  King,  on  the  lamented  denuse 
of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  Mr.  "Fta.  resigned,  after  a  few 
months  enjoymoit  of  ofiScc^  and  was  of  courte  followed^^by- 
his  secretwy. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  who  bad  before  oigaged  tn  the  "  English* 
man,"  now  joined  in  a  umilar  periodical  paper,  called"  lie 
Jesuit,"  bur  it  ought  to  be  here  exphdtly  stated,  that  he  was 
not  the  author  of  that  bitter  attack  on  a  great  Personage, 
which  afterwards  produced  a  prosecution  on  the  part  of  His 
Miyesty's  Attorney  General,  and  a  twelvemonth's  imprison- 
ment to  the  publisher,  f 

At  length,  a  reconciliation  having  taken  place  between  two 
great  politicians,  who  had  bitterly  attacked  each  other,  during 
the  American  contest,  they  soon  gained  the  ascendant  in- the 
House  of  Commons,  by  their  united  talents,  and  influence ; 
and  Mr.  Sberidan  accordingly  formed  a  part  of  the  Coition 

*Mr.  Willue,  who  wu  tbuiduncd  bf  (he  put;,  ihHhul.iDitigtwdhiiD  luUiiuin. 
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AdauniBtration,  by  being  appointed  to  the  confidential  add 
in^rtant  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treaswy,  in  1783. 

While  in  this  etation,  he  for  the  first  time,  began  to  display 
the  expansive  and  versatile  powers  of  a  mind,  singularly 
fraught  with  a  combination  of  different  tal^its.  As  if  awed 
hitherto,  by  the  splendid  talents  of  a  Burke,  a  Fox,  and 
a  Pitt,  he  had  either  preserved  a  complete  silence,  or  raily 
taken  a  vei'y  subordinate  part  in  the  debate.  But  when  the 
India  Bill,  that  fatal  measure,  which  suddenly  overset  the  new 
Administratitxi,  came  under  the  ct^nizance  of  the  House  of 
OmuDons,  his  parliamentary  talents,  suddenly  burst  forth,  and 
from  that  day,  he  began  to  be  considered  a  risii^  orator. 

Perhaps  this  will  be  the  pr<^>er  place  to  take  a  general  re- 
view of  his  parliamentary  career. 

The  first  tkne  that  Mr.  Sheridan  spcdw  in  the  House  of 
Commons  appears  to  have  been  on  November  20,  1760, 
when  he  alluded  to  the  petition  presented  against  the  sitting 
members,  cbn^laiDing  of  an  undue  election  for  the  borough 
of  Sta^rd,  and  contmning  a  charge  of  bribery  and  corruption. 
On  this  occasion  he  defended  hie  own  conduct;  termed  the 
petition  frivolous  and  vexatious,  and  deemed  it  very  hard  to 
lie  under  the  imputation  of  crimes,  for  perhaps  a  whole  year, 
before  the  calumny  was  duly  ascertained  and  refuted.  Mr. 
Bigby^  the  Paymaster^General,  attempted  to  ridicule  this 
complaint ;  but  be  was  answered  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  election 
was  finally  confirmed. 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  "  for  the  better  regulation 
of  Hie  Miyeety's  Civil  List  Revenue ;  and  lor  abolishing  seve- 
ral useless,  expensive,  and  inconvaiient  places ;  and  for  apply- 
ing the  monies  arising  therefi*om,  to  the  public  service,"  on 
February  26,  1781,  the  member  for  Stafford  made  his  maiden 
speech  in  the  House ;  and  as  it  was  in  reply  to  Mr,  Courtenay, 
it  could  not  possibly  have  been  a  studied  one. 

The  latter  gentleman,  having  ridiculed  all  pretexts  to  virtue 
on  the  part  of  the  Oppontion,  and  fainted,  that  thar  sole  ol^ect 
was  place,  power,  and  emolument ;  Mr.  Sheridan,  after  a  short 
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and  apposite  exordium  observed:  "  that  although  it  was  di^ 
£cult  to  answer  any  charge,  which  was  accompanied  by  wi^ 
and  irony,  yet  he  was  bound  to  nodce  two  o(  the  honourabte 
gentleman's  similies  at  least.  The  one  was,  the  insinuation 
that  die  Opposition  was  envious  of  those  who  basked  in  cuirt- 
sunshine,  and  desirous  merely  to  obtain  their  places.  Now 
I  beg  leave"  said  he,  "to  remind  him  that  although  thq 
sun  afibrded  a  genial  warmth,  it  also  oocauooed  an  jmrao- 
perate  heat,  which  tainted  every  thing  it  reflected  upon.  This 
excesuve  heat  tended  to  corrupt  as  well  as  to  dterisfa;  to  putrify, 
as  well  as  to  imimate ;  to  dry,  and  soak  up  the  whidesome 
juices  of  the  body  politic,  and  turn  the  whole  of  it  into  one 
mass  of  corruption.  If  those,  therefore  who  sat  near  him,  did 
not  enjoy  so  gmial  a  warmth,  as  the  honourable  gentlsnan, 
and  others,  who  like  him,  k^  close  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blbe  ribbon,  be  was  certun  at  least,  that  they  breathed  apurer 
air,  an  air  less  infected,  and  less  comipL  Another  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentlenum's  allusions  was  not  quite  a  new  one.  He 
had  talked  of  the  "  machine  of  state,"  and  of  the  "drag  chain 
of  oppoaidon  ■"  He  would  only  observe  upon  this,  that  a  drag 
chain  was  never  applied,  but  whoi  a  machine  was  going  down 
hill ;  and  th^i  it  was  applied  wisely.  As  to  any  thing  else  the 
graitlnnan  has  said,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  otSet  a  rep^ ;  but 
shidl  sit  down,  with  observing,  that  the  most  serious  parts  of 
his  arguments,  t^pear  to  me,  to  be  the  most  ludricous." 

On  March  1,  in  the  same  year,  Mr.  ^eridan  made  a 
motion,  relative  to  the  better  regulation  of  the  police  of  West- 
mister.  On  this  occasion,  he  stated  that  the  late  disgrac^l 
riots,  (!n  1 780)  had  proceeded  &om  a  venal,  and  incompetent 
m^stracy ;  he  deprecated  the  idea  of  again  seeing  "orderly 
sergeants  attending  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  the  Courts  of 
Justice  beset  with  soldiers."  He  concluded  by  moving  three 
propositions,  the  last  of  which  was  for  appointing  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  civil  power  of  the  City  of 
Westminster,  in  respect  to  the  riots  in  June  last.  He  added, 
"  it  was  then,  and  indeed  always,  his  (pinion,  that  the  city  of 
Westminster  shooU  be  governed  by  a  corporate  body,  elect-  . 
10 
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ed  by  the  petqile,  in  the  same  manner,  as  has  beoi  practised 
£ar  ages,  in  the  metnqwlis  of  the  British  Empire. 

0D  Norember  27,  he  supported  his  friend  Mr.  Fox,  in 
opposing  the  American  war,  to  which  he  was  uniformly  averse. 
The  attempt  to  pledge  the  House  of  Ctunmona,  by  means  of 
the  address  then  proposed  on  the  part  (^  the  minister,  "  to  the 
unqualified  su[^rt  of  a  detenninatic«i  so  fi'antic  and  desperate 
in  spite  of  seren  years'  dear  bought  ^perience,  and  iji  the 
teeth  of  national  bankriq}tcy,  and  ruin,"  became  the  fruiliiil 
subject  of  complaint  fm  the  part  of  Opposition.  It  was 
also  urged  with  equal  zeal  and  ability,  "  that  it  was  audacious  - 
in  the  extreme  to  hold  such  language,  at  a  time  wboi  the  cala- 
mitous edicts  of  the  misconduct  of  ministers  odled  for  p^tmce 
and  bumiliatiou,"  nor  was  it  fot^ottai  to  urge,  "  the  delusion 
recurred  to,  from  year  to  year,  to  support  this  odious  and  un- 
just w&r ; "  as  well  as  "  the  gross  and  criminal  mismanagement 
that  ^peand  in  every  brandi  of  administration,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  naval  department,  thai  confided  to  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich." 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  attacked  Mr.  Bigby,  and  in  oppoaitioa 
to  his  positive  assertioo,  maintained  "  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  now  ctmtiituted,  did  not,  and  was  not  capable  of  de- 
claring the  sense  (^  the  country  at  large."  After  hinting  at 
the  influence  and  corruption,  by  means  of  which  the  votes  of 
many  of  the  members  were  obtained,  he  declared  that  the  ar- 
guments proceeding  fi^m  the  ministerial  bench,  only  t^ded  to' 
prove  "  that  those  occupying  high  offices  were  entitled  to  the 
support  of  the  country,  exactly  in  proportion  as  they  shewed 
themselves  unfit  to  gov^Ti  it"  He-  at  the  same  time,  very 
happUy,  ridiculed  the  assertion  of  Lord  George  Germain^ 
('  that  he  still  continued  to  regard  America  as  the  brightest 
jewd  of  the  British  crown;"  and  during  the  course  of  this 
debate  it  was  apptu^ut,  diat  he  attracted  the  attention  of  both 
aides  of  the  House. 

When  Mr.  Fox,  on  Feb.  7,  1782,  accused  the  Earl  Sand- 
wich,  of  "  rosB  mismanagement  in  respect  to  our  naval 
afbirs,"  he  was  strenuously  and  ably  sui^eAed  by  the  subject 

Dcillizedoy  Google 


MR.  SHERIDAN.  155 

of.  this  meiDoir,  who  made  a  pointed  attack  on  Lord  Notth, 
and  lamented  that  the  comrtry  bad  lost  the.  asuBtaBce  of  a 
Keppel,  a  Howe,  a  Barrington,  a  Porker,  s  HarUund,  and  a 
Byron,  all  of  whom  had  retiTed  in  diagsstl  The  auCicn 
agUDSt  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  was  lost  t^a  m^rity 
of  only  22. 

At  Imgth  on  Fdsniary  87,  1782,  the  Treafuty  Beach  was 
1^  in  a  minoii^,  on  Oaisral  Conway's  motion  for  pntting  an 
end  to  the  American  war ;  and  Mr.  Sheaidan  next  day  sup- 
ported Lord  John  Cavaidish's  propoaitifMi,  for  a  vote  of  cen- 
sure on  His  Majesty's  ministers ;  on  the  latter  occasion,  he 
Once  more  ridiculed  tiie  character,  the  conduct,  and  incoDiis- 
ten<7,  of  the  Right  Honourable  Richard  Bigby,  who  in  the 
course  of  that  day's  debate,  "  had  assured  the  House,  that  he 
thought  the  noUe  Lord  (North)  ought  to  resign  all  his  offices : 
and  yet  declared  with  the  same  breath,  that  be  would  give  )hs 
vote  for  retaining  the  possession  of  ihem ;  who  had  declared 
that  die  American  war  ought  to  have  been  abandoned,  and 
yet  had  uniformly  voted  for  its  continuance  !  I  do  not  mean, 
however,"  adds  he  "  to  insinuate  any  »nprop»  motives  for  this 
conduct.  I  believe  the  Right  HcHiourable  Gentleman  to  have 
been  sincere,  for  as  a  member  of  parliament,  aa  a  privy  coun- 
dllor,  and  a  private  individual,  he  has  doubtless  detested  the 
American  war  as  much  as  any  one.  But  he  has  never  been 
aUe  to  persuade  the  Pay-Master  General  that  it  was  a  bad 
war;  and  in  which  ever  of  these  two  characters  he  might 
speak,  it  unfortunately  was  the  Pay-Master  who  always  gave 
his  vote  in  that  House  1 " 

On  May  7,  I7S2,  Mr.  Sheridan  supported  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his 
motion,  "  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  <^  tlie  representation  in  parliament,  and  to  report  to  the 
House,  their  observations  thereon." 

On  May  7,  1 783,  Mr.  Pitt  moved  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  *'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  measures 
were  highly  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  future  prevention  of 
bribery  and  e]q>ence  at  Sections ;" 

2.  "  That  for  the  foture,  when  the  majority  of  voters  of 
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^any  borough,  shall  be  convicted  of  gross  and  notorious  cor- 
ruption before  a  select  commitiee  of  that  House,- appointed 
to  tiy  the  merits  of  any  election,  such  borough  shall  be  dis- 
franchized, and  the  minority  of  voters,  not  so  convicted,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  county,  in  which  such  bormigh  shall 
be  situated ; " 

And  S.  "  That  an  addition  of  Knights  of  the  Shire,  and  of 
representatives  of  the  Metnqwlis,  should  be  added  to  the  share 

-  of  the  representation." 

On  this  occasion,  Mr.  Pitt  was  no  longer  in  power,  while 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  one  of  the  Secretaries  to  the  Treasury;  not- 

'  withstanding  which,  the  latter  declared  "  that  the  remedy  did 
not  go  fiir  caiough :  yet,  nevertheless,  he  would  vote  for  it. 
The  shortening  the  duration  of  parhament"  said  he  "  is  one  of 
those  objects,  which  in  my  mind  oughttobe  a  leading  measnret 

.  as  it  tends  to  correct  the  great  vice  in  the  representation,  their 
subservience  to  government,  in  consequence  of  the  long  lease 
of  seven  years,  obtained  &om  their  constituents,  the  people. 
Shorten  that  period  and  you  unquestitmably.  strengthen  the, 
intercourse  and  connexion  between  the  representative  and 
constituent ;  and  the  situation  of  the  latter  being  more  precari- 
ous, he  is  likely  to  be  more  attentive  to  his  trust." 

On  January  12,  1784,  while  the  House  was  in  a  committee 
on  the  "  state  of  the  nation,"  Mr.  i^eridan  attacked  Mr.  Fitt 
with  great  severity  ;  he  also  assailed  Mr.  Dundas  with  all  the 
poignancy  of  wtt  end  humour.  He  next  alluded  to  the  arts 
practised  by  the  Orenvilles,  to  turn  out  the  administration  of 
which  be  himself  had  formed  a  part,  and  read  a  passage  from 
the  journals,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  to  shew  that  secret 
influence  of  a  tdmilar  nature  then  prevailed :  and  what  was  not 
a  little  remarkable,  the  tint's  name  was  Ten^le ;  but  he 
happened  to  be  only  in  progress  to  nobiUty :  and  was  but  a 
simple  baronet,  not  a  peer,"  He  then  descanted  on  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  between  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  the 
privileges  of  the  commons ;  and  illustrated,  by  several  apt  and 
beautifol  ^tamples,  the  new  idea  erf  Mr.  Fox,  "  thai  the  prac- 
tice of  our  constitution  was  more  perfect  than  the  theory." 
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Whoi  Mr.  Aldernmn  Sawbridge  on  June  1 6t  1 784^  made 
ft  modon  "  that  a  conunittee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
pres^it  state  of  the  representation  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  parliament,"  he  was  ably  supported  by  Mr.  SheH- 
dan,  who  deprecated  the  "  previous  question,"  persisted  in  by 
I^rd  Mulgrave,  the  friend  of  the  Premier,  "  as  it  would  afford 
the  public  room  for  suspicion,  that  suoh  a  motion  was  made 
eoUusiveJy,  and  with  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman's  con* 
nivance."  Mr.  I^tt  was  now  in  office,  and  Lord  North,  with 
whom  the  Whigs  had  coalesced,  although  in  opposition,  openly 
declared  hims^  averse  to  any  reform  whatsoever  t 

On  July  19,  na*,  the  member  for  Stafford,  who  had  b^ 
fore,  strenuously  end  ably  supported  Mr.  Fox's  India  Bill, 
now  exhibited  equal  talents,  in  attacking  the  counter  plan  for 
regulating  the  affiiirs  of  India,  produced  on  the  part  of  Mi-. 
Pitt  When  the  latter  gentleman,  so<hi  after,  moved  for  pay- 
ing the  arrears  of  the  civil  list,  Mr.  Sheridan,  by  way  of  reply, 
read  the  King's  speech  to  his  parliament,  in  which  His  Ma* 
jesty  most  graciously  observed :  "  I  have  carried  into  strict 
execntioo  the  several  reductions  in  my  civil  list  expences.  I 
have  introduced  a  forther  reform  into  other  departmcaits,  and 
suppressed  several  sinecure  places  in  them.  I  have  l^  this 
means  so  r^jfulated  my  establishment,  that  my  expences  shall 
not  in  fbture  exceed  my  income." 

The  "  Westminster  Scrutiny,"  "  the  Irish  Resolutions," 
« the  Taxes  on  Cottons,  Stufls,  Female  Servants,"  « the 
Irish  Propositions,"  all  occupied  tlie  ^tention,  and  were 
spoken  to,  when  before  partiomeDt,  by  the  member  for  Stafford, 
in  1785.  In  178€,  he  ably  and  manfolly  opposed  theextrava> 
gant  plans  of  the  late  Duke  of  Richmond  for  forti^ng  and 
protecting  the  dock  yards,  by  means  of  numerous,  extensive 
and  expensive  works ;  instead  of  recurring  to  the  natural  de- 
fence of  Great  Britain,  arising  out  of  a  powerful  navy.  Oa 
this  occasion,  be  alluded  to  the  constitutional  jealousy  of  the 
failitary  power  of  the  crown,  which  originated  in  this :  '*that  it 
was  in  the  nature  of  Kings  to  love  power,  and  in  the  coneti- 
tution  of  annies  to  ob^  Kings."    H*  also  observed,  "  that 

Dcinzeaoy  Google 


158  ME.  SHERIDAIf. 

iche  strongholds,  now  contended  for,  if  maintained  as  tjiey 
must  be,  in  peace,  by  fvH  and  disciplined  garrisons ;  if  veH 
provided  and  cdculated  to  stand  regular  st^;es  as  the  present 
plan  professed ;  and  if  extended  to  all  the  objects  to  whidi  tiie 
system  must  inevitably  lead,  whether  they  were  to  be  cMisider- 
ed  as  inducements  to  tetnpt  a  weak  prince  to  evil  views,  or  as 
engines  of  power,  in  case  of  actual  rupture ;  would  in  truth 
present  ten  times  the  meuis  of  curbing  and  subduing  the 
country,  that  could  be  stated  to  arise,  even  frran  doubling  the 
presoit  military  establishment ;  with  this  extroardinary  aggra- 
vation attending  the  folly  of  consenting  to  such  a  syston,  that 
those  very  naval  stores,  and  magaziDes,  the  seed  and  sources  of 
eur  future  na^,  the  cfiectual  preservation  of  whichwas  the 
pretmce  for  these  unass^lable  fbrtresaes,  would  in  that 
case,  become  a  pledge  and  hostage,  in  the  hands  c^the  crown, 
which  in  a  country,  circumstanced  as  this  was,  must  insure  an 
unconditional  submission  to  the  most  extravagant  claims  which 
de^otism  could  dictate." 

lu  the  spring  d*  [  786,  commenced  the  proceedibga  against 
Mr.  Hastings,  in  which  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  actively 
engaged  for  eev«^  years.  The  first  difficult  encountered,  by 
thosewho  brought  the  charges,  was  an  evident  unwillingness  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Pitt  aud  Mr.  Dundas  to  produce  the  neces- 
sary documents.  At  length,  Mr.  Burke,  on  April  4,  1766, 
charged  the  lat?  GoTcmor-Creneral  of  Braigal,  witli  hi^ 
crimes  and  misdemeanours,  and  lodged  nine  articles  against 
him,  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  &nt  of 
these,  which  comprehended  the  RcJiilla  war,  was  lost,  87  only 
having  voted  for  the  modon,  while  119  declared  against  it,  on 
June  1st.  (^  the  I3th  of  the  same  mtmth,  Mr.  Fox  brought 
forward  the  Benares  charge,  which  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  1  ]  9  to  79,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ctxKurriD^  in 
the  vote. 

On  February  7th  1 787,  in  a  committae  of  the  ^ole  House, 
Mr.  Sheridan  presented  the  fourth  charge,  viz.  the  rcstunptkoi 
of  the  Jaghires,  and  the  confiscation  of  the  treasorea  of  the 
Princesses  of  Oude,  on  which  occasion,  durii^  a  speech  of 
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fire  hours  and  a  half,  he  commanded  the  uniTenal  altentkHi 
and  admiration  of  all  who  heard  him. 

He  commenced  his  speech  by  some  pconted  allusicxis  to  the 
condnct  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  who  had  recurred  to  tite  low 
and  artful  stratagem  of  printed  hand  bills  of  de^ce^  in  favour 
ef  Mr.  Hastings,  in  respect  to  the  present  articleB  of  accusa- 
tion. Kather  the  informality  on  any  subsisting  evidence,  nor 
the  addncement  of  any  new  explanations  on  the  part  of  the 
late  C%ief  Justice  of  Bengal,  could  make  the  slightest  impres- 
sioa  i^n  the  vast  and  strwig  body  of  proof  now  int^ided  to 
be  brought  forward.  The  long  and  unwearied  attention  paid 
by  parliament  to  the  a&irs  of  India,  -~  the  voluminous  pro- 
ductions of  their  ctmunittees,— the  repeated  recommendations 
of  His  Majesty,  —  were  all  undeniable  pnx^  of  the  momoit, 
and  magnitude  of  the  Consideration;  and  inctmtrovertibly 
established  thu  plain,  broad  feet,  that  parliament  had  directly 
acknowledged  that  the  British  name  and  characta:  had  been 
dishonoured,  and  rendered  detested  throughout  India,  by  the 
ntalversation  and  crimes  of  the  prindpal  servant  of  the  East 
India  company.  To  some  sarcasms  pn^gated  in  another 
place,  he  would  ask,  "  Is  parliament  misspending  its  time  by 
inquiring  into  the  oppressions  practised  on  millions  of  un- 
fortunate persons ;  and  endeavouring  to  bring  the  daring  de- 
linquent, who  had  been  guilty  of  the  most  flagrant  acts  of 
enormous  tyranny,  and  rapacious  peculation,  to  exemplary 
and -condign  punishment?  Was  it  a  misuse  of  their  funcdons, 
to  be  diligent  in  attempting  to  wipe  off  the  di^race  attached 
to  the  British  name  in  India,  and  to  rescue  the  national  dia- 
racter  &om  lasting  in&my? 

"  Their  indefatigaUe  exertions  in  committees,  — thrar  nu- 
merous, elaborate,  and  clear  r^rarts,  —  their  long  and  in- 
teresting dc^tes, —  their  solemn  addresses  to  the  throne — their 
rigorous  l^slative  acts,  -~  their  marked  detestation  of  that 
novd  and  base  sophism  in  the  principles  of  judicial  inquiry, 
(the  constant  language  of  the  Governor  General's  servile 
dependants')  that  crimes  might  be  compounded,  —  that  the 
guilt  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  to  be  balanced  by  his  successes,  — 
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that  fintunste  eventa  Were  a  full  and  complete  ^etkiff  agfunst 
a  systan  of  4^pre§sion,  corruption,  breach  of  faith,  peculation, 
and  treachery, —  and  finally,  their  solemn  and  awiul  judgment, 
that  in  the  case  of  Benares,  Mr.  Hastiogs's  conduct  was  a 
proper  object  of  parliamentary  impeachmoit;  had  covered 
them  with  applause,  and  brought  thcan  forward  in  the  &ce  i^ 
^1  the  world,  as  the  objects  of  perpetual  admiration.  The 
vote  of  the  last  session,  by  which  the  conduct  of  this  pillar  of 
India,  this  comer-stone  of  our  stren^h  in  the  East,  this  talis- 
man of  the  British  territories  in  Asia,  was  censured,  did  the 
greatest  honour  to  an  Ejiglish  House  of  Commons,  as  it  must 
be  the  forerunner  of  speedy  justice  on  that  character  which 
was  said  to  be  above  censure ;  but  whose  deeds  were  sudi,  as 
no  difficulties,  no  necessities  could  justify;  for  where  is  the 
situation,  however  elevated,  and  in  that  elevation,  however 
embarrassed,  that  can  authorize  the  wilful  commission  of 
oppression  and  rapadtyP" 

-As  to  the  pres&it  charge,  "  He  professed  to  God,  that  he 
felt  in  his  own  bosom  tjie  strongest  personal  conviction;  and 
it  was  iiom  that  conviction,  he  b^eved  the  conduct  of  War- 
len  Hastings  in  regard  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude  and  the  Begums, 
comprehended  evei^  species  <^  hiunan  offence.  He  had  proved 
himself  guilty  of  n^iaci^,  at  once  violent  and  insatiable — of 
treachery,  cool  and  premeditated,  —  of  oppression,  useless  and 
uiq>rovoked,  —  of  breach  of  fejth,  unwarrantable  and  bas^  — 
of  cruelty,  unmanly  and  unmerciiul.  These  were  the  crimes 
of  which,  in  his  soul  and  conscience,  he  arraigned  Warrw 
Hosting ;  and  of  which  be  had  the  confidence  to  say,  he  ^lould 
convict  him  1 

"  As  there  were  gentlemen  ready  to  stand  up  bis  advocates, 
iie  ciiallenged  them  to  watch  him,  —  to  watch  if  he  advanced 
(me  inch  tA  assertion,  for  which  he  had  not  solid  ground :  for 
be  trusted  nothing  to  declamation.  I  desire  credit,"  adds  he, 
"  for  DO  fitct  which  1  shall  not  pmve,  and  whidi  I  do  not 
demonstrate  beyond  the  possibili^  of  refutation.  I  shall  not 
desert  the  dear  and  invincible  ground  of  truth,  throughout 
ftny  one  particle  of  my  allegations  against  Mr.  Hastings,  who 
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unifiumly  aimed  to  govern  India  by  his  own  arbitrary  power, 
covering  with  misery  upon  misery  the  wretched  pec^e  whom 
Providence  had  subjected  to  the  dtwoinion  of  thi»  country ; 
whil^  in  his  favour,  not  one  sii^le  circumstances  grounded  oo 
truth,  was  stated,  —  the  attempt  at  vindicatioa  was  &1k 
throughout" 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  commenced  his  examination  of  Mr.  Has- 
tings's defimce.  "  Although  he  had  gone  so  &r  back  as  tb« 
year  1775,  for  pretended  grounds  of  justificatiim  &om  llw 
charge  of  violence  and  n^adty,  yet  not  mw  e^  the  lactf^  a* 
stated  by  him,  but  was  &Uacious.  Groundless,  ni^fatcoy,  t^fl 
inealting,  wer«  the  affirmations  of  the  Ex-Oovemor  Oaieral, 
that  the  seizure  of  treasure  from  the  Begums,  and  the  expou- 
ti<ai  of  their  [uUeged  goods  to  public  aacUtm,  {unparalleled  acts 
of  open  injustice,  of^iression,  and  JDhmnanity ))  were  in  any 
d^nae  to  be  defended  by  those  encroadtancnts  on  their  pro- 
perty, which  had  taken  place  previously  to  his  adnunistraljon ; 
or  by  those  sales,  which  diey  themtelves  had  soUctted  as  a 
&vourabl«  mode  of  lui^lying  their  aid  to  the  Nabob. 

"  Mr.  Hastings  wiriied  to  insinuate,  that  a  claim  was  set  \xp 
in  the  year  1775,  to  the  treasure  of  tbfl  Begums,  as  belonging 
of  ri^t  to  that  prince ;  ^d  it  would  ai^>ear  from  a  minute  of 
onuQcil,  that  wcmioi  were  entitled  by  the  Mahomedan  law  onfy 
to  the  prepay  mdiin  the  Zenana  where  they  lived.  The  Bow 
Begun  bad  readily  comfdied  with  this  authority ;  the  disputed 
im^ierty  was  accordingly  givm  ap ;  and  do  etaim  whatever 
was  made  to  the  resfdue,  which  was  guai^teed  to  the  Prin* 
fietaes  of  Oude,  by  Mr.  Bristow,  on  the  part  of  Che  Compuiy. 

'*  But  He.  Hastings  having  conceived  a  project  of  acquiring 
an  immense  sum  of  mon^  by  plunder,  left  Calcutta  in  1781, 
and  [Teceeded  to  luckoow,  as  he  said  himseUj  with  two  great 
ol^ecto  in  his  mind,  namely,  Benares  and  Oude-  What  was 
the  nature  of  these  boasted  resoiirces  ?  —  That  he  should 
plunder  one  or  both,  —  the  equitaUe  alternative  of  a  highway- 
tnn^  who  an  going  forth  in  the  evening,  heeitatea  which  of 
his  rcKiurces  to  prefer,  —  Bagriiot  or  Hounslow.    In  such  a 
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State  of  generous  irresolution,  did  "Mr.  Hastings  proceed  to 
Benares  and  Oude ! 

"  At  Benares,  he  fuled  in  his  pecuniary  ol^ect.  HieD, 
and  not  till  then,  —  not  on  account  of  any  ancient  enmities 
shewn  by  the  Begums,  —  not  in  resentment  of  any  old  dis- 
turbances, but  because  he  had  failed  in  one  place,  and  had 
but  two  in  his  prospect,  did  he  conceive  the  base  expedient  of 
plundering  these  aged  women.  He  had  no  pretence, — he 
had  no  excuse,  —  he  had  nothing  but  the  am^ant  and  ob- 
sdnate  determination  to  govern  India  by  his  own  corrupt  will, 
.    to  plead  for  his  conduct. 

"  Inflamed  by  disappointment  in  his  first  project,  be  has- 
tened to  the  fortress  of  Cbunar,  to  meditate  the  more  atrocious 
dengn  of  instigating  a  son  against  his  mother ;  of  sacrifidng 
female  dignity  and  distress,  to  parricide  and  plund^.  At 
Chnnar  vaa  the  in&mous  treaty  concerted  with  the  Nabob's 
Vizier,  to  despoil  the  Princesses  of  Oude  of  their  hereditary 
possessions,  —  there  it  was  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  stipnlated 
with  one,  whom  he  called  an  independent  Prince  ,■  that  as  great 
distress  had  arisen  to  the  Nabob's  government  from  the  mi- 
litary power  and  dominion  assumed  by  the  Jaghierdars,  he 
be  permitted  to  resume  such  as  be  may  find  necessary  j  with  a 
reserve,  that  all  such,  for  the  amount  d*  whose  Jaghiers  the 
Company  are  guarantees,  shall,  in  case  of  the  resmnption  of 
their  lands,  be  paid  the  amount  of  their  net  collections,  tbnwgh 
the  resident  in  ready  money;  and. that  no  English  resident 
be  i^pointed  to  Furruckabad. 

-"  No  sooner  was  the  foundation  of  iniquity  thus  instantly 
established,  in  violation  of  the  pledged  faith,  and  solemn  gua- 
rantee of  the  British  government ;  no  sooner  bad  Mr.  Has- 
tings determined  to  invade  the  substance  of  justice,  than  he 
resolved  to  avail  himself  of  her  judicial  forms;  and  accordingly 
dispatched  a  messenger  for  the  Chief  Justice  of  India,  to  assist 
him  in  perpetrating  the  violations  he  had  projected.  Sir  Eli- 
jah having  arrived,  Mr.  Hastings,  with  much  art,  proposed  a 
question  of  opinion,  involving  an  unsubstantiated  fact,  in  order 
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to  obtain  even  a  surreptitious  ^prob.atioD  of  the  measures  h^ 
Lad  pre-determined  to  adopt;  'the  Begums  being  in- actual 
rebellion,  might  not  the  Nabob  confiscate  their  property?' 
'  Most  undoubtedly,'  was  the  ready  answer  of  the  friendly 
judge.  Not  a  syUable  of  inquiry  intervened  as  to  the  existence 
of  the  imputed  rebelUon ;  nor  a  moment's  pause,  as  to  the  ill 
purposes  to  which  the  decision  of  a  Chief  Justice  might  be 
peirverted.  It  was  not  the  ofiice  of  a  friend,  to  mix  the  grave 
caution  and  cold  circumspection  of  a  judge,  with  an  opimtm 
taken  in  such  circumstance^;  and  Sir  Elijah  had  previously 
declared,  that  he  gave  his  advice,  not  as  a  judge,  but  as  a 
friend ;  a  character  he  equally  preferred,  in  the  strange  office 
which  he  imdertook  of  collecting  defensive  affidavits  on  the 
subject  of  Benares." 

After  the  orator  had  expatiated,  in  a  vein  of  irony,  on  the 
conduct  of  Sir  Elijah,  whom  he  stiled  in  ridicule  the  "  Ori- 
ental Grotius,"  who  had  given  "  his  premature  sanction  for 
plundering  the  Begums,"  and  "  become  the  pissthumous  sup- 
port of  the  explosion  and  pillage  of  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing;" 
he  fully  and  aUy  insisted  on  the  gross  perversion  of  both  the 
judicial  and  executive  power  of  India.  "  At  the  same  mo- 
ment," continued  he,  "  that  the  sword  of  government  was 
turned  to  an  assassin's  dagger,  the  pure  ermine  of  justice  was 
stained  and  disgraced  with  the  basest  and  meanest  contamin- 
ation. Under  such  circumstances  did  Mr.  Hastings  complete 
the  treaty  of  Chunar;  a  treaty  which  might  challenge  all  the 
treaties  that  ever  subsisted,  for  containing,  in  the  smallest  com- 
pass, the  most  extensive  treachery.  Mr.,  Hastings  did  not 
conclude  that  treaty  until  he  had  received  from  the  Nabob 
a  present  or  rather  a  bribe  of  100,000/. 

"  The  circiunstances  of  this  present  were  as  extraordinary 
as  the  thing  itself.  Four  months  afterwards,  and  not  till  then, 
Mr.  Hastings  communicated  the  matter  to  the  Company.  Un- 
fortunately for  himself,  however,  this  tardy  disclosure  was 
conveyed  in  words  which  betrayed  his  original  meaning;  for 
with  no  common  incaution,  he  admits  the  present  was  of  a 
magnitude  not  to  be  concealed.  And  what  was  the  considor- 
H  2 
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ttion  for  diifl  exttaordinaty  bribe?  No  lesft  than  the'  fridi- 
dmffing  from  Oude,  not  only  all  the  English  gendemen  in 
official  situations,  but  tfafe  whole  also  of  the  English  army :  and 
that  too  at  the  very  mom»it  whoi  he  himself  had  stated  the 
whole  country  of  Oude  to  be  in  open  revolt  and  rebellion, 

"  Other  very  strange  artides  were  coiitiuned  in  the  same 
trea^,  vidcb.  nothing  but  this  in&mous  bribe  could  have  oc- 
cteioned ;  together  with  the  reserve  which  he  had  in  his  own 
IAaiiid>  of  treachery  to  the  Nabob ;  for  the  dniy  part  of  the  treaty 
whidk  he  ever  attempted  to  carry  into  execution,  wag  to  with- 
draw the  English  gentlemen  from  Onde.  The  Nabob,  indeed, 
ctHisidered  this  as  essential  to  his  deliverance,  on  account  of 
their  supposed  rapacity.  Accordin^y,  at  the  very  moment  he 
pocketed  the  extorted  spoil  of  the  Nabob,  with  his  usual  grave 
hjpooisy  and  cant,  '  Go,'  he  s^d  to  Ae  English  gentlemen, 
'  go  you  oppressive  rascals,  go  from  this  wor&y,  unhi^y 
maUt  whom  you  have  phindered,  and  leave  him  to  ti^  protec- 
tioo.  You  have  robbed  him,  —  you  have  plundered  him,  — 
you  have  tt^en  advantage  d  his  accumolated  distresses;  but, 
l^ease  God,  he  shall  in  iutore  be  at  rest ;  for  I  have  promised 
hha  he  shall  never  see  the  face  of  an  Englishmmi.^ain,'  This^ 
however,  was  the  only  portion  of  the  treaty  which  he  evm 
affh:ted  to  fulfil ;  for  as  to  all  other  parts,  we  learn  from  him- 
self that  at  die  very  moment  he  made  it,  he  intended  to  de- 
c^ve  the  Nabob.  Accordin^y,  he  advised  general,  instead 
of  parti^' resumptions,  lixr  the  express  purpose  of  defeatii^  Im 
viewsj  and  instead  of  giving  instant  and  unqualified  assent  to 
ali  tiie  articles  of  the  treaty,  he  perpetuidly  qualified,  ex- 
plained, and  varied  th^n  widi  new  diminutions  and  tcsctt- 
otions.  Was  there  any  theory  in  Machiavel,  any  treaeheiy 
upcMi  record,  any  cold  Italian  fi-aud,  which  could  in  any 
degree  be  put  in  comparison  with  the  disgusting  hypocrisy, 
and  unequalled  baseness  ^riiicfa  Mr.  Hastings  bad  shewn  on 
that  occasion ! 

"  But  there  were  some,  iiho  fomid  »  apcAogj  fbr  &e  atro- 
city of  these  crimes,  in  the  greatn^a  of  his  mind ;  —  but  docs 
not  this  quality  arise  out  of  great  actions,  i£re<Ae4  ^o  gK*^ 
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eaSa  ?  Jn  them,  and  in  them  alone,  we  are  to  March  for  true 
and  estimable  magnanimity ;  to  them  only  can  we  justly  affix 
the  splendid  title  and  honors  of  real  greatne§B.  His  course 
was  an  eternal  deviation  from  rectitude,  —  he  pursued  the 
worst  objects  by  the  worst  means,  —  he  either  tyrannised  or 
deceived;  and  was  by  turns  a  Dionysius  and  a  Scapin.  As 
well  might  the  writhing  obliquity  of  the  serpent  be  compared 
to  the  swiil  directness  of  the  arrow,  as  the  duphcity  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  ambition,  to  the  simple  steadiness  of  genuine  mag- 
nanimity. In  his  mind  all  was  shuffling,  ambiguous,  dark, 
insidious,  and  Uttle:  nothing  simple,  nothing  unmixed:  all 
affected  plainness  and  actual  dissimulation ;  ■ —  a  heterogeneous 
mass  of  contradictory  quaUties;  with  nothing  great  but  his 
crimes;  and  even  these,  contrasted  ily  the  littleness  of  his 
motives,  which  at  once  denoted  both  his  baseness  and  his 
meanness,  and  marked  him  for  a  traitor  and  a  tridcster." 

Mr.  Shmdan  now  shewed,  by  evidence,  that  the  twofold  ac- 
cusation against  the  B^;um9  was  unjust;  and  that  first  they  were 
not  the  ancient  disturbers  of  the  government ;  and  seccHidly* 
that  the  charge  of  having  induced  the  Jaghierdars  to  re#ift 
the  Nabob,  was  no  less  untrue  — the  fact,  indeed,  being  fully 
substantiated,  that  no  one  of  these  ever  did  resist.  He  stated 
it  to  be  incontrovertible,  "  tiiat  the  Begums  were  not  con- 
cerned either  i»  the  rebellicm  of  Bulbudder,  or  the  insurrec- 
tion at  Benares;  nor  did  Mr.  Hastings  ever  once  seriously 
iimjt.  them  guilty.  Their  treasures  were  their  treason ;  and 
Asf^h  1^1  Dowlah  thought  like  an  unwise  Prince,  when  he 
Uamed  his  father  for  bequeathing  him  so  little  wealth.  His 
&ther,  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  acted  wisely  in  leaving  his  son  with 
no  temptation  about  him,  to  invite  acts  of  violence  and  ra- 
pacity. He  clotiied  him  with  poverty  as  with  a  shield,  and 
armed  him  with  necessity  as  with  a  sword  I  — ■  Tlie  third  chai^ 
was  equally  fake,  did  they  resist  the  resumption  of  th^  own 
Ja^erdan?  Although  they  had  resisted,  there  would  not 
have  been  any  crime,  seeiug  that  these  were  confirmed  by 
-  solami  treaty;  yet  the  Nabob  himself  with  all  the  load  .of 
oblocpiy  impated  to  him,  never  so  mu(^  as  accused  them  of 
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Stirring  up  opposition  to  hia  authority.  To  prove  the  fabe- 
hood  of  the  whole  of  this  charge,  and  to  shew  that  Mr.  Hastings 
originally  projected  the  plunder ;  that  he  threw  the  whole  odium 
in  the  first  instance  on  the  Nabob ;  and  that  lie  imputed  the 
crimes  to  them  before  he  had  received  one  of  the  tumours 
which  he  afterwards  manufactured  into  afBdavits,  would  be 
Been  from  the  dates  of  the  various  papers  now  about  to  be 
adduced ;  which  would  also  implicate  Mr.  Middleton  and  Sir 
Elijah  Impey. 

"  The  Begums,  by  condition,  by  age,  and  by  infirmities 
were  almost  the  only  persons  in  India,  who  could  not  have 
a  thought  of  distressing  that  government,  by  which  alone  th^ 
could  hope  to  be  protected ;  and  to  charge  them  with  a  design 
to  depose  their  nearest  and  dearest  relatives,  was  equally  odious 
and  absurd,  To  ascribe  to  the  Princesses  those  insurrec- 
tions which  had  constantly  taken  place  in  Oude,  was  wander- 
ing even  beyond  the  improbabilities  of  fiction ;  it  might  with 
equal  probability  have  been  insisted,  that  but  for  them,  famine 
would  not  have  pinched,  nor  thirst  have  parched,  not  exter- 
mination have  depopulated.  Mr.  Hastings,  wanting  a  motive 
for  his  rapacity,  had  found  it  in  fiction.  But  we  are  told, 
'  that  they  complained  of  the  injustice  done  to  them.'  And 
God  of  Heaven  !  had  they  not  a  right  to  complain  of  the  in- 
justice, —  after  a  solemn  treaty  violated, — after  being  plundo^ 
of  all  their  property,  —  and  on  the  eve  of  the  last  extremity 
of  wretchedness,  were  they  to  be  deprived  of  the  last  resoiurce 
of  impotent  wretchedness, — complaint  and  lamentation  !  Was 
it  a  crime  that  they  should  crowd  together  in  fluttering  trepi- 
dation, like  a  ftock  of  resistless  birds  on  seeing  the  felon  kite 
who,  having  darted  at  one  devoted  individual,  and  missed  his 
aim,  singled  out  a  new  object,  and  was  springing  on  his  prey 
with  redoubled  vigour  in  his  wing,  and  keener  vengeance  in 
his  eye.  The  simple  &ct  is,  having  failed  as  to  Cheit  Sing, 
he  felt  the  necessity  of  procuring  a  sum  of  money  somewhere ; 
ft>r  he  knew  that  to  be  the  never-failing  receipt  to  make  his 
peace  with  the  directors  at  home !  Let  the  ftincy  of  the  G<h 
aemor-Geoer^  but  conceive  the  proud  spirit  of  Sujah  Dowlab, 
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looking  down  upon  the  ruin  and  devastation  of  his  iamily,  and 
beholding  that  palace  which  had  been  restored  to  him,  plun- 
dered by  that  very  army  with  which  he  himself  had  vanquished 
the  Mahrattas ;  that  very  Middleton,  who  had  been  engaged 
in  managing  the  previous  violations,  most  busy  to  perpetrate 
the  last ;  that  very  Hastings,  whom  he  had  left  on  his  death- 
bed, the  guardian  of  his  wife,  and  mother,  and  tamily,  turning 
all  those  dear  relations,  the  objects  of  his  solemn  trust,  forth 
to  the  merciless  seasons,  and  a  more  mercUess  soldiery  1 

"  I  have  heard  of  factions  and  parties  in  this  House,  and 
know  that  they  exist.  The  prerogative  of  the  Crown  finds  its 
advocates  among  the  representatives  of  the  people :  the  pri- 
vil^es  of  the  people  find  their  opponents,  even  among  the 
Commons  of  England,  — there  is  no  subject  on  which  we  are 
not  broken  and  divided,  —  habits,  connexions,  parties,  all  lead 
to  diversity  of  opinion,  —  but  when  humani^  presents  itself 
to  observation,  it  finds  no  division  among  us,  >—  it  is  attacked 
as  the  common  enemy,  and  is.  never  Idl  until  con^letely  over- 
thrown. It  is  not  given  to  this  House,  to  behold  the  otgects 
of  their  compassion  and  benevolence;  they  cannot  see  the 
workings  of  the  heart,  the  quivering  lips,  the  trickling  tears, 
the  loud  and  yet  tremulous  joys  of  the  millions  whom  their 
vote  of  this  night  would  tor  ever  save  fi'om  the  cruelty  of 
corrupted  power.  But  though  th^  could  not  directly  see  the 
ef^t,  is  not  the  true  enjoyment  of  their  benevolence  increased 
by  the  blessing  being  conferred  unseen  ?  Would  not  the  om- 
nipotence of  Britiun  be  demonstrated  to  the  wonder  of  nations, 
by  stretching  its  mighty  arm  across  the  deep,  and  saving  by  its 
^fial  distant  millions  from  destruction  ?  And  would  the  blessings 
of  the  people  thus  saved,  dissipate  in  empty  air  ?  No  !  —  We 
shall  constitute  Heaven  itself  our  proxy,  to  receive  for  us  the 
blessings  of  their  pious  gratitude,  and  the  prayers  of  their 
thanksgiving.  It  is  with  confidence,  therefore,  that  I  move 
you  on  this  charge,  '  that  Warren  Hastings  be  impeached.' " 

The  subject  of  this  accusation,  including  the  resumption  of 
the  Jaghires,  and  the  confiscation  of  the  treasmes  of  the  Prin- 
cesses of  Oude,  was  particularly  calculated  to  display  all  the 
'm  *  ' 
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pa^ietie  power,  and  call  forth  all  the  atergies  of  the  orator. 
His  speech  occupied  a  period  of  nearly  six  hours  in  delivery, 
and  to  brilliant  was  the  doquence,  and  bo  argumentatiTe  the 
mode  adopted  on  the  present  occasion,  that  when  Mr.  I^e- 
ridan  sat  down,  the  whole  House,  as  if  &scinated  with  his 
eloquence,  after  a  short  paus^  burst  into  an  involuntary  to- 
molt  of  ^plause. 

Mr.  Burke  declared  it  to  be  the  most  extraordinary  dFort 
he  had  ever  witnessed ;  while  Mr.  Fox  said,  "  all  that  he  had 
«ver  heard,  —  all  that  be  had  ever  read,  when  compared  with 
it,  dwindled  into  nothing,  and  vanished  like  vapour  before  the 
sun."  Evea  Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged,  "  that  it  surpassed  all 
.  the  eloquence  of  ancient  or  modem  times,  and  possessed  every 
thing  that  genius  or  art  could  fiimish,  to  agitate  and  controul 
the  humui  mind."  Some  members,  airaid  of  the  impulse  thus 
given  to  the  question,  moved  for  an  adjournment  of  the  debate 
and  the  minister  concurring,  this  was  accordingly  agreed  to, 
notwithstanding  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Fox,  "  that  it  was  im- 
.  parliamentary  to  defer  coming  to  a  vote,  for  no  othef  reason, 
that  had  been  alleged,  ^lan  because  the  members  were  too 
firmly  convinced." 

Next  day,  however,  Mr.  Pitt  having  declared  that  Mr. 
Hastings  was  criminal  on  two  great  points,  —  the  violation  of 
dre  guarantee,  and  the  seizure  of  the  treasures,  — and  that  he 
had  gready  enhanced  his  guih  by  stifling  the  orders  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  conmmnding  a  revision  of  the  proceedings 
against  the  Princesses,  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  175  against  68. 

The  next  great  object  in  which  we  find  Mr.  Sheridan  en- 
gaged, was  the  contest  in  parliament  relative  to  the  of&irg  of 
rfic  Prince  of  Wales.  On  coming  of  age,  in  1783,  U>e  mi- 
nisteife  bad  proposed  to  settle  the  establislimcnt  of  His  Eoyal 
Highness  at  100,000/.  per  annum,  but  this  was  violently  op- 
posed by  a  great  Personage;  and  50,000^  per  annum  only 
was  allowed.  In  1786  a  debt  was  found  to  be  contracted 
of  1 50,0001. ;  and  as  the  King  refiised  to  grant  any  relief  th« 
Pi-ince  immeditttdy  dismissed  all  the  cheers  of  his  conr^  and 
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reduced  his  hoiuehold  to  tbat  at  a  private  geotleman ;  irtiSb  a 
sum  of  J0,0OM.  per  annum  was  set  apart,  and  vested  in  the 
hands  of  trustees,  for  the  payment  of  debts. 

In  this  state  of  anbarrasonent,  Mr.  Alderman  Newnham,  in 
April,  1787,  brought  forward  a  motion  for  relief;  and  Mr. 
SheridMi  oa  this,  and  every  subsequent  occasion,  took  a  warm 
and  animate  part  in  the  affiurs  of  His  Royal  Highness. 

The  abuses  in  the  Poet  Office  including  a  chai^  i^ainif 
Lord  Carteret ;  a  reform  in  the  r^resentation  of  the  Ri^ral 
Bui^  in  Scotland;  and  die  Ordnance  Estimates  of  1787* 
were  the  next  objects  that  occupied  the  attrition  of  the  snligect 
of  this  article. 

In  1788>  he  engaged  onoe  more  in  Ae  proceedings  agabist 
Sir  Elijah  Impey;  he  tookan  active  part  also  relative  to  the 
a&irs  of  India ;  the  misconduct  of  the  Admiralty,  relative  to 
the  pnnnotion  of  admirals;  and  the  proceedii^  of  Oovem- 
meat  concerning  Canada. 

On  June  3,  Mr.  S.  uumned  np  the  evidence  on  the  Begum 
Charge,  before  the  Lords,  in  Westminster  Hall ;  and  fixan  tUs 
mcnneDt  began  to  be  ccmmdered  one  of  the  first  cvators  and 
statesm^i  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

In  1769,  be  was  uttwearied  in  his  efforts  respecting  the  Re- 
goicy  qoeetion,  on  whidi  occasion  he  combated  with  gnat 
force  and  ability  in  favour  of  the  claims  of  the  Princeof  Wales. 
Soon  after  this,  the  Frentji  revDluti<m  became  an  ol^eet  of  great 
importance;  and  oa  the  army  estimates  being  moved  for  on 
February  9,  both  he  and  Mr.  Foxpaidatributeof  applause  to 
those  who  had  produced  that  great  event.  He  deprecated  the 
unqualified  abuse  and  abhorrence  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  conceived 
that  revcJittion  to  be  folly  as  just,  and  necessaTy,  and  glorious, 
as  our  own  in  1688.  He  at  the  same  time  deiended  die  gene- 
ral views  and  oondvct  of  the  National  AssemUy,  and  could 
not  understand  what  was  meant  by  the  charge  of  "  haying  over- 
turned Uie  laws,  the  justice,  and  the  revenues  of  their  counbry. 
What  were  th«r  laws  ? — the  arbitrary  mandates  of  eapridouB 
despotism.     Whattheir  justice?— the  partial  a^udictiions  of 
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veM  magistrates.  What  their  rev^uea  ?  —  national  bai&— 
ruptcy."  Mr.  Burke,  in  reply,  declared,  "that  henceforth 
liis  honourable  friend  and  he  were  separated  in  poUtics." 

Nearly  at  the  same  time,  Mr.  Sheridan  gave  a  bold  and  de- 
dsire  opinion  relative  to  the  basenesB,  cruelty,  and  injustice  of 
the  slave  trade.  He  incessantly  urged  the  House  to  come  to 
an  immediate  determination  relative  to  that  crying  outrage; 
■nd  added,  that  the  power  possessed  by  a  West-India  planter 
over  his  slaves,  was  such,  as  no  bmnan  creature  ought  to  be 
snfiered  to  exercise.  On  this  subject,  as  well  as  on  a  reform  of 
patliament,  he  was  equally  strenuous  and  imiform,  whether  in 
or  out  of  place,  and  indeed,  as  to  his  pohtical  conduct,  no  man 
in  England  was  ever  less  impeai^ble^  than  the  member  for 
Sta&rd. 

When  Mr.  Pitt  assumed  the  reins  of  government,  he  found 
a  formidable  opponent  in  the  member  for  Stalford.  The  most 
trifling,  as  well  as  the  most  important  measures  of  the  youthful 
premier,  were  sure  to  be  exposed  to  the  keenest  shafts  of  his 
satire;  the  masked  batteries  of  bis  wit;  or  the  still  more  for- 
midable ordnance  of  powerfiil  arguments,  which  he  marshalled 
in  hostile  array  against  the  indignant  Treasury  Bench.  Ac- 
cordingly, Mr.  Pitt's  "  Perfiimery  Bill"  was  ridiculed  with  the 
happiest  irony;  and  the  defects  of  "  The  Irish  Propositions?' 
were  searched  into  with  an  eagle's  eye.  While  debating  on 
the  4th  article,  he  displayed  great  knowledge  both  of  the  com- 
mon and  relatif^  interests  of  England  and  Ireland ;  and,  i»- 
stead  of  seeming,  as  he  actually  was,  a  gay,  desultory,  dis^iated 
nan,  a  manufacturer  &oib  Lanca^ire  or  Belfast  would  have 
supposed,  that  he  had  been  brought  up  behind  the  counter,  and 
applied  himself^  from  his  earliest  infancy,  to  the  consideration 
of  mercantile  affwrs  alone. 

On  one  occasion,  dissenting  from  his  usual  liberality,  Mr. 
Pitt,  whose  father  was  a  great,  illustrious,  and  accomplifdied 
statesman,  in  on  unfortunate  moment,  quoted  a  passage  from  an 
ancientcomedy,  with  a  view  to  mortify  the  son  of  an  actor;  but 
the  latt«r,  csitching  at  the  just  ol^ections  then  existing  against 
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the  youth  of  the  Premier,  turned  the'current  of  laughter  and 
odium  against  himself,  by  chafitifiing  him  in  the  character  of  the 
"  Angry  Boy." 

Ob  another  occasion,  the  Member  for  Staffi>rd  astoiiiBhed 
the  House  of  Ck>inmons,  to  the  fiill  as  much  by  his  learning,  aa 
he  did  on  the  present  occasion  by  his  acut^iees.  The  apt  and 
ready  correction  afforded  to  Lord  Belgrave'6  ill-quoted  Greek 
passage,  did  great  credit  to  his  early  acquirements:  Harrow, 
on  this  occasion,  seemed  to  triumph  over  Westminster. 

Ilie  charms  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  conversation  have  been  al- 
ready alluded  to ;  and  it  may  be  feirly  added,  they  were  ac- 
companied with  a  sort  of  "  witchery,"  that  enchanted  all  his 
companions,  and  generally  prolonged  the  pleasures  ofthe  festive 
board  until  the  morning's  dawn :  or  rather,  until  broad  day- 
light. It  is  well  known,  that  he  had  become  acquainted  with 
the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crown;  was  a  freqnent  guest  at 
Carlton- House ;  and  in  his  turn,  often  entertained  His  Royal 
Highness  at  home.  In  fine,  he  was  supposed  to  be  a  great  &- 
vourite ;  and  every  one  prognosticated,  that  at  the  first  oppor^ 
tunity,  the  member  for  Stafford  could  not  fail  of  enjoying  a 
high  and  distinguished  situation  in  the  public  councils  of  his 
country. 

This  opportunity  seemed  actually  to  have  occurred,  in  a  most 
melancholy  and  extraordinary  manner,  and  at  a  moment  too 
when  it  was  least  expected.  In  1788,  during  the  recess  of  Par- 
liament, His  Majesty  had  gone  to  Cheltenham,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  have  derived  great  tmd  essential  bendits  from  the 
waters.  On  his  return,  however,  in  the  autumn,  some  extra- 
ordinary symptoms  were  discovered ;  and  it  was  no  longer  to 
be  concealed,  that  a  mental  derangement  had  occurred,  which 
totally  precluded  him  from  transacting  public  bu^ess. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  the  state  of  the  King's  health 
was  officially  notified  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  on  the 
Ith  of  December,  the  examination  of  the  physicians  upon  oath ' 
was  submitted  to  their  inspection,  by  the  Privy  Council.  A 
contest  for  power  immediately  ensued ;  and  Mr.  Fox,  who  was 
at  this  period  in  Italy,  was  instantly  recalled,  to  be  the  efiec- 
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tive  leader  of  administriLtion :  for  die  Prince  of  Wales  wa« 
greatly  disg;iuted  with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  other  ministers,  at  this 
critical  moment;  while  he  deemed  himself  mider  great  and 
latiiiig  obligationB  to  the  opposition,  the  members  of  which  had. 
.  always  advocated  his  cause.  In  short,  the  list  of  a  ne«r  cabi- 
net, of  wluch  the  Duke  of  Pc^land  was  to  be  the  ostennble 
due^  WAS  actually  prepared ;  and  the  subject  of  the  present 
toanoir  was  to  have  occupied  a  high  and  honourable  ^tion 
in  it. 

On  this  occasion,  a  wondertiil  change  took  place,  in  the 
opininn,  wguments,  and  pretensions  of  both  parties;  for  Mr. 
Fox,  who  is  said  to  have  been  misled  in  point  of  constitutional 
jurisiHvdence,  by  a  late  Chancellor  *,  openly  maintained;  "  that 
whenever  the  Sovereign  was  incapableof  exercising  the  functions 
of  his  high  office,  the  Heir  Apparent,  if  of  full  age  and  capacity, 
had  a*  indisputable  a  cWm  to  the  exercise  c^  the  Executive  Au- 
iJjority,  in  the  name,  and  oa  the  behalf  of  the  Sovereign  during 
his  incapacity,  as  in  the  case  of  his  natural  demise."  This  broad 
aseertiDn,  whidh  deprived  both  the  nation  uid  its  representadvet 
of  al)  int»:v«9ition,  in  a  case  new  indeed  in  itsell^  but  in  which 
dtey  were  so  de^ly  interested,  rendered  that  gentleman's  ar- 
guments both  obnoxious  and  unpopular ;  while  the  Pranierr 
■with  his  usual  adroitjuas,  wishing  to  gain  time  on  one  h^a^ 
and  to  id>l«iu  the  aanction  and  assistiuice  f^  a  portion  of  the 
nation,  which  had  be^i  lately  prejudiced  ^;ainst  him,  on  the 
other,  loudly  EDaialUBed,  "  that  such  a  doctrine  was  little 
•hort  of  treason  against  the  Constitution  I"  He  «vai  went 
fiirther,  andpledgedhims^  to  prove  "  that  the  Heir  Apparent 
iu,  the  preeeiU  instance  had  no  more  right  to  the  exercise  of 
the  Executive  Power,  than  himself,  or  any  other  person  "  and  hf 
stoutly  iBaint^ned,  "that  it  belonged  ^itirely  to  the  two  temain- 
ing  branches  of  the  Le^slature,  to  make  such  a  provision  for 
supplying  the  temporary  defici^icy,  as  tb^  might  thidt  pro- 
pej*."  He  demwided  at  the  same  time,  with  equal  doquence 
and  c^Gtct,  "  that,  in  case  the  re^Bj'«xerdse,of  the  powers  of 
gorenunent  was  from  any  cauae  suspowled,  to  whom  could  the 
■  Hie  Earl  of  Koulp,  then  Lord  Loue^bonn^.  % 
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right  of  prodding  a  remedy  fin-  the  ezistbig  defect  derolve,  hot 
to  the  people  with  vhom  all  the  powers  of  government  OTigi<- 
nated  ?  To  a»9«t  an  hereditary  ri^t  in  the  Prince  of  Walea 
to  assume  the  Oovemment,"  he  added,  "  was  virtually  to  re- 
vive those  exploded  ideas  of  die  divine,  and  indefeasible  autho- 
rity of  [Minces,  which  had  so  justly  sunk  into  contonpt,  and 
nearly  into  obliTion." 

It  is  almost  needless  to  add,  that  on  this  occasion,  Mr.  She- 
ridui  to<A  a  decided  part  in  behalf  of  the  claims  of  Carlton 
House;  but  it  may  be  pn^er  to  state,  that  this  was  the  first 
moment  of  his  parliamentary  career,  in  which  he  had  not  been 
(m  the  eonstHuiioKal  side  of  the  question,  and  obtained  the  ap- 
plause of  the  popul^  party- 
It  is  but  jostice,  however,  to  remark,  that  the  official  letter 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Pitt  by  a  great  Po-sonage,  relative  to  which 
he  is  said  to  have  been  consulted,  while  it  was  lofty  and  digni- 
fied on  one  hand ;  on  the  other,  must  be  allowed  to  have  been 
temporate,  cautious,  and  prudent,  in  no  common  d^jree.  Nor 
oug^t  it  he*e  to  be  ^gotten,  that  during  die  whole  of  this  con- 
test Mr.  ^cnri^m  was  at  infinite  puns  to  make  hims^  master 
of  the  subject.  From  the  s&bjoined  on^nal  letter,  it  will  be  seQi, 
that  he  had  applied  to  an  eminent  barrister  (Mr.  Hargrave), 
for  a  sight  of  Lord  Hale's  mtmuscripts,  which  weresuj^iosed  to 
tiirow  ^eat  light  on  this  obscure  subject ;  and  it  may  be  per- 
ceived also,  that  with  his  usnal  carelessness,  he  had  actually  lost 
or  mislaid  these  preaous  docnments,  which  had  been  left  as  a 
legacy  to  posterity,  by  that  truly  cdebrated  lawyer. 

H  Td,  Prancis  Hargrave,  Esq. 

*'  My  dear  Sir, 
"  I  do  assure  you,  that  it  has  ^ven  me  the  sincerest  con- 
cern, that  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  the  manuscripts 
which  you  have  had  the  trouble  to  inquire  about  so  ft«qiiently. 
I  know  that  it  cannot  be  lost.  But  I  am  most  irr^ular  about 
papers ;  and  sometimes  in  order  to  be  very  careful,  I  hide  what 
I  want  to  secuire.  Ihavemademany  searches  when  I  havecome 
from  Kichmoiid ;  but  being  now  in  town  for  some  tim^  I  have 
10 
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no  doubt  of  recovering  it,  and  will  immedistelj  have  the  satis- 
.iaction  of  sending  it  to  you.* 

"  The  conduct  of  the  Minister  in  your  case  is  in  my  opinion 
the  most  violent  and  unjust  act,  which  the  vindictive  system 
since  the  King's  recovery  has  produced. 

"  When  Parliament  meets,  it  is  a  circumstance  very  likely  to 
be  attended  to.  The  pretence  of  inattention  to  their  Treasuiy 
Bills,  circulatedby  their  creatures,  is  a  pretence,  which  it  happens 
irom  many  circumstances  to  &U  within  my  experience  to  be 
able  to  place  in  a  proper  light.  I  hope  I  need  not  request  you 
to  believe,  that  it  will  be  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  do  you  justice; 
and  fts  far  as  character  is  concerned,  you  need  no  more,  than 
that  the  truth  should  be  known. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem, 
"  Your  obedient  Servant, 

"  T^ursdm/,  Dec.  10,  "  R.  B.  Shehidan." 

1789." 

Mr.  Pitt,  on  tiiis  occasion,  achieved  a  ccnnplete  triumjdi : 
for  he  not  only  obtained  a  vote  of  Parliament,  detUoratory  of 
the  claims  he  contended  for,  but  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected 
recovery  of  His  M^esty,  the  enjoyment  of  his  official  situa- 
tion no  longer  d^>ended  on  the  favour  of  a  Regent. 

Another  great  epoch  now  occurred ;  and  on  this  occasi^, 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  uniformly  on  the  popular  side.  No  sooner 
did  the  French  nation  exhibit  a  wish  to  cast  off  their  chains, 
and  become  free,  than,  as  has  been  already  stated,  he  declared 
himself  loudly  in  their  fovonr;  and  joined  with  Mr.  Fox  on  all 
great  occasions,  in  openly  expressing  his  admiration  and  ap- 
plause. Th^  both  contemplated  the  constitution  formed  by 
the  National  Assembly,  "  as  a  glorious  fabric  of  human  wisdom, 
erected  for  the  protection  of  human  happiness ;"  but  they  did 
not  pledge  themselves  to  approve  of  the  crimes  and  murders, 
and  proscriptions,  that  ensued  1  On  the  contrary,  they  after^ 
wards  execrated  the  contrivers  and  perpetrators  of  them ;  and 
finally  beheld,  with  the  sincerest  concern,  the  usurpation  of  le- 

Thc  MSS.  wtteioonifier  tnnfoiiKtdicconlinglf,  haiiag  been  bmt  to  Dr.  TSrr. 
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^timste  government,  and  the  prostration  of  aU  principle^  by 
means  of  the  hireling  bayonets  of  a  victorioiia  chieftain. 

When  the  mutiny  occurred  at  the  Nore,  Mr.  Sheridan 
arose  in  bis  place,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  support- 
ed Uie  Ministers;  and  when  this  countty  was  threatened  with 
an  invasion,  he  publicly  avowed,  "  that  the  time  had  now 
arrived,  when  His  Majesty  possessed  an  undoubted  right  lo 
call  aa.  bis  subjects,  of  all  ranks  and  descriptions,  for  their 
zealous  co-operation,  in  supporting  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws ;  and  in  giving  every  possible  efficiency  to  the  measures  of 
Government." 

Notwithstanding  this,  he  considered  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
both  as  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  the  mode  in  which  he 
conducted  it,  objectionable  in  the  extreme.  Accordingly,  in 
17U3,  he  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the  friends  "  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press;"  and  opposed  all  the  new-fangled  restrictions  on 
that  noble  instrument  of  public  Uberty.  He  also  contended 
against  the  unjust  mode  of  government  adopted  for,  or  rather 
a^itut  the  Irish  nation ;  and  so  sensible  was  the  Minister 
himself  cX  this  &ct,  that  he  actually  formed  the  project  of 
an  union  wkh  the  sister  naU<m,  one  of  the  main  c^jects  of 
-  irfiich  was,  by  assimilating  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  both 
kingdoms,  to  meliorate  the  late  and  condition  of  our  fdlow- 
subjects.  . 

Meanwhile  an  event  occurred,  which  it  was  thought  wcodd 
^ave  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  given  to  the  opposition  a  per- 
manent hold  of  power.  On  the  demise  of  Mr.  Pitt,  a  coalititm 
was  formed  between  Mr.  Fas  and  Lord  Grenville ;  and  they 
and  thdr  tinends,  constituting  what  was  then  termed  "  all  the 
iialents  of  the  coantiy,"  immediately  occupied  the  great  offices 
of  state.  On  this  occasion,  Mr.  Sheridan  was  nominated  a. 
Privy  Councillor ;  and  obtained  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the 
Navy,  estimated  at  4-000/.  per  annum.  It  would  have  been 
luq>py  both  for  himself  and  his  fomily,  if  he  had  accepted  a 
patent  {dace  for  life  of  2000/.  a-year,  as  was  suggested  by 
Mr,  Fox:  but  he  declkied  this  proposition;  and  on  a  new  writ 
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b«i]|[  isnted  &r  Stafford,  he  was  re-choun,  for  the  last  tinu^ 
on  February  lOtb,  180& 

As  his  influence  had  obviously  declined  in  thai  borou^,  at 
tha  general  election  which  occurred  in  the  cource  of  the  same 
year,  he  offered  himself  and  was  returned  for  ihe  City  of  Weat- 
minster,  on  which  occasion  he  stood  second  on  the  poll,  having 
4642  votes,  to  4S65,  on  the  part  of  his  opponent,  Mr.  Pant. 
Notwithstanding,  he  vbm  at  that  m<xnent  a  very  unpopular  cai^ 
didate;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  so  much  was  his  antagonist  ^ther 
feared,  or  detested,  that  Mr.  I^eridan  not  only  obtained  the 
support  of  all  the  public  offices,  but,  indeed,  of  the  whole  aris- 
tocracy rending  witUn  the  biUs  of  mortality.  The  expence  of 
dtis  contest,  as  well  as  of  the  petition  that  flawed,  was  borne 
by  means  <£  a  subscrqition,  1000/.  of  which  was  advanced  by 
the  late  Duke  of  Queensberry ;  whcs  as  it  has  been  said,  ac- 
taa%  suf^wsed  not  only  his  personal  safety,  but  even  his  pro- 
perty, to  d^Mud  on  this  event  I 

In  1807,  his  former  antagraiist  being  dead,  Mr.  Sheridui 
now  became  a  popular  candidate ;  but  being  de£cient  in  respect  ~ 
to  (Hie  material  ingredient  in  all  contests  of  this  nature,  Lord 
Codirsne  obtained  a  dedsive  majority.  During  this  second 
centeat,  he  m^ntained  Irom  the  hustings,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tentioii,  were  he  returned,  to  attonpt  the  accompli^unent  of  two 
objects,  highly  conducive  to  the  interests  of  his  consdtnatts; 
"  the  first  of  these  was  to  r^pilate  the  conduct  of  the  hired 
loagistracy  of  Westnunster ;  and  the  seconi^  to  prevent  the 
publicans  from  bong  entirely  dependent  on  the  brewers."  He 
concluded  by  ooniesdng,  "  that  the  chief  motive  of  the  preaoit 
struggle,  was  to  seat  his  son  fof  ILchester,  and  hims^  jbr  Wat- 
minster  ;  so  that  liberty  might  have  two  friends  in«tp«ij1  c^  tme 
in  the  House  of  Commotis !"  ' 

Havit^  thus  failed  in  the  seccHul  city  in  the  kingdom,  Mr. 
I^ieridan  was  nominated  for  the  borou^  just  alluded  tfl^  hd^ 
c<mtinued  to  repres^it  that  place  during  two  pariiamentt. 
But  be  no  longer  distinguished  himself  by  the  ardour  of  his 
attacks;    the  brilliancy   of  hss  replies;   the  pertinacity  and 
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promptness  of  his  questions.  In  short,  he  but  eeldom  attended 
the  House,  and  seemed  to  have  deserted  his  party,  which  soon 
albrded  it  but  too  good  an  apology  for  that  utter  desertion  and 
abandonment  of  himself  1 

Meanwhile,  the  first  Mrs.  Sheridan  having  died  of  a  decline 
in  1 79S,  at  the  expiration  of  two  or  three  years,  Miss  Ogle, 
the  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Newton  Ogle,  Dean  of 
Winchester,  became  the  object  of  his  warmest  attentions.  On 
his  maniage  with  this  lady,  an  estate  at  Pollesden,  near 
Leatherhead,  in  Surrey,  was  purchased  chiefly  with  her  fortune; 
and  there  they  occasionally  resided,  during  several  years.  A 
grant  from  the  Prince,  of  the  Receiver-Generalship  of  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall,  estimated  perhaps  too  high  at  1200/.  a 
year,  was  soon  after  added  to  his  income. 

He  had  also  a  valuable  interest  in  Drury  Lane  theatre;  and 
his  ^pearance  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  iir  defence  of  his 
claims,  forms  an  epoch  in  the  proceedings  of  thattribunaL  On 
diis  occasion,  he  displayed  an  unusual  portion  of  acuteness 
and  penetration ;  he  entered  into  the  minutife  of  accounts  with 
a  wonderful  d^ee  of  precision ;  and  while,  as  usual,  he  charm- 
ed tin  around  him,  Lord  Eldon  himself  declared  £tom  the 
bench,  that  he  hadconvincedhimofeveiy  thing,  but  his  "own 
, prudence ! "  . 

,  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  interests  of  that  theatre  were 
de^ly  affected  by  his  negligence,  mismanagement,  and  inca- 
pacity; for  he  was  utterly  incapable,  so  far  as  the  details  (^ 
business  were  concerned.  Indeed,  on  some  occasions,  he 
proved  eminently  serviceable,  as  in  the  instance  of  Kotzebue's 
drama,  when,  after  a  retirement  of  twenty  years  from  the  stage, 
he  condescended  to  become  the  humble  translator  of  Pi:»rro. 
But  bis  talents,  both  as  a  poet  and  a  politician,  soon  after  ex- 
perienced a  long  and  fatal  eclipse,* 

At  length  Mr,  Whitbread,  wishing  to  regulate  the  concerns 
of  Dniry  Lane,  for  the  common  benelit  of  the  public,  and  the 

*"I  ain  lorrj  to  Mj  of  lU*  «cfnronjin«^nua,  thit  in  ths  leitina  of  wiiind  hu- 
nout,  be  ia  uov  ulcnt.  Uaiu  iccpm  poiitu,  ttdtia  allii  sopiiu'  quiele  nt  ?  Whj  ii 
itM)?     PoliCmarauwuiKnji  nt  it  etcrMl."     la  £d.DrlVinuitsorUMnlur«,notB 
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pn^rietors,  imdertoolc  both  the  reform  and  mflnttgemeiit  of 
that  theatre,  and  perished  in  the  attempt  I  Mr.  Sheridan^ 
now  no  longer  in  o£Bce,  or  even  in  parliament,  had  obtained, 
however,  a  valuable  consideration  Syr  his  claims.  But  former 
debts,  and  present  expences,  soon  swallowed  up  the  sum  as- 
signed to  him,  large  as  it  was.  Such  was  his  constitutional 
imprudence  that  he  is  actually  said  to  have  carried  a  large 
portion  of  it  loosely  rolled  up  in  his  coat  pocket,  and  to  have 
satisfied  the  demands  against  him  as  thc^  occurred,  without 
giving  himsdf  any  particular  trouble  in  counting  the  bank 
notes. 

At  length, '  as  had  beat  long  expected  by  all  around  him, 
disease  began  to  threaten  his  life:  his  ankles  swelled ;  his  ab- 
domen became  inflated ;  his  &ce  bloated.  In  the  spring  <^ 
1816,  his  constitution  was  completely  broke  up,  his  monqr 
spent,  and  his  fate  pronounced  inevitable.  At  this  critical  and 
alarming  period,  he  was  attended  by  the  Doctors  Biullie  and 
.  Baines ;  and  it  is  said  to  be  attributed  to  tbeir  firmness  alon^ 
that  the  myrmidons  of  the  law  did  not  seize  upon  his  body, 
as  they  had  r^ieatedly  done  on  his  eSects.  And  yet  at  this 
very  period,  so  loud  and  fiequent  were  the  inquiries  after  the 
health  of  their  patient,  that  it  was  found  absolutely  necessary 
to  take  down  the  knocker  from  the  street  door,  to  avoid  noise. 
On  this  occasion  also,  two  respectable  gentlemen  remained 
jtithfiil,  when  he  appeared  to  be  deserted  by  all  the  world : 
the  one  a  *  poet,  the  other  a  f  prelate.  Both  administered  to 
his  necessities  to  the  very  last ;  and  to  these  ought  to  be  added 
another  constant  and  sincere  friend,  who  shall  be  mentioned 
.  hereafter.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  that  on  this  trying 
occasion,  he  experi^iced  all  thcf  consolation  thatcould  be  derived 
bom  the  presence  of  a  beloved  son,  and  the  kind,  affectionate, 
abd  fiuthliil  attentions  of  a  wif^  who  closed  bis  eyes  and  re- 
ceived his  last  sigh. 

Thus  died  at  noon,  on  Sunday,  July  7,  1816,   Richard 
Brinsley  Sheridan,  to  render  whose  life  illustrious,  and  his 

■  Mr.  Rogen,  a  mcM  mpectable,  g«aeiou*,  md  «B)i>ble  gcntknu. 
t  Tlie  Kab^  of  Londoa. 
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taeraary  dear,  one  quality  was  alone  wanting.  In  eariier  and 
bdter  days,  hie  person,  which  was  above  the  middle  size,  had 
be^i  handsome  and  well  proportioned.  But  in  his  latter  yeaia, 
bis  &ce  exhibited  indubitable  marks  of  coaviviali^ ;  he  b^an 
to  stoop  also ;  and  his  whole  air  and  manner  denoted  the  habits 
of  an  irr^^ar  life.  But,  at  all  periods,  hia  address  and  man- 
ners were  prepossessing;  and  his  black  and  brilliant  eye  was 
peculiarly  expressive.  iSir  Josbna  is  said  to  have  remarked, 
while  punting  his  portrait,  that  the  pupil  was  the  largest  hu- 
man one  he  had  ever  witnessed  in  the  course  of  his  long  and 
extensive  practice. 

In  tracing  the  character  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  all  excess  ought 
to  be  scrupulously  avoided.  Unlimited  praise  cannot  consist- 
ently be  given  to  a  mah  so  notoriously  devoid  of  prudence : 

u  — — —  o  nondum  cognita  Divfim 

Munera  I  virtutis  custos,  Sc  arnica  pudori, 

Luxuria:  fnenum,  vita  tutela !  " 
Like  Sir  Walter  Mapes,  the  Anacreon  of  the  eleventh  cmr 
tmy,  he  seems  to  have  escclaimed  towards  (he  latter  part  <^liui 
existence: 

"  Mihi  sit  propositum  in  tabema  mori  i 

A^num  sit  oppositum  morientis  ori ; 

Ut  dicant,  cum  venerint  Angelonim  chori, 

Deus  sit  propitiuB  huic  Potari !  " 
On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Sheridan  had  many  and  great 
clutns  tothe  attention,  and  even  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country. 
A  long  parliamentary  life,  unsulhed  by  corruption,  and  even  by 
the  suE^icion  of  it,  amid  notorious  penury  and  distress ;  an 
inflexible  love  of  liber^,  and  a  cordial  attachment  to  the  rights 
and  privil^es  of  his  fellow-subjects,  call  aloud  for  commend- 
ation. And  it  on^t  not  to  be  forgotten,  tiiat  all  these  princi-^ 
pies  were  defended,  supported,  and  maintained,  not  only  with 
fimmess  and  enei^,  but  with  a  brilliancy  of  wit,  and  a  flow 
of  Sequence,  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  of  those  who  have 
succeeded  him  on  the  public  stage. 

Cajoled,  flattered,  courted,  and  perhaps  occasionally  de- 
ceived«  by  princes,  cobles,  and  all  that  was  great  and  wealUiy 
N  2  ,       ^ 
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in  society,  he  became  stdll  more  improvid^it  than  bis  fiitfaer, 
grand&ther,  tuid  great  grandfather ;  — &r  four  whole  genera- 
tions  of  ihe  Sheridans  have  been  negligent  and  proliue,  and 
might  have  fairly  exdalmed  with  FalBtaff  to  a  former  Prince 
of  Wales,  "  good  company  has  been  my  rain,  Hal !  "  That  his 
wit  and  vivacity  were  captivating,  and  well  calculated  to  *'ke^ 
the  table  in  a  roar,"  cannot  be  denied  by  any  one ;  and  Mr. 
Fox  estimated  these  talents  at  no  common  rate,  wh^  he  pre- 
ferred him  in  this  capacity,  to  both  Charles  Townshoid  and 
Hare. 

Mr.  Sheridan  must  have  been  originally  favoured  by  nature 
with  a  strong  constitution.  The  dissipation  of  forty  winters 
had  not  injured  his  matchless  eloquence,  or  impidred  his 
astonishing  memory.  It  was  not  until  a  little  before  fais 
demise,  that  he  ceased  to '  think,  to  speak,  and  to  act  like 
himself. 

That  be  was  not  insusceptible  of  friendship,  was  proved  on 
many  occasions.  The  late  Mr.  Joseph  Richardson  appears  to 
hare  been  an  object  of  his  warmest  r^ard :  he  accompanied 
his  corpse  to  Bagshot,  and  shed  many  tears  over  his  grave ! 

Mr.  Sheridan  has  left  behind  him  a  widow  and  two  sons ; 
one  by  a  former,  another  by  the  wife  who  survives  him; 
and  he  has  bequeathed, —  for  it  was  all  he  had  to  bequeath,-— 
the  &nie  of  unexampled  wit,  taste,  and  doquence  to  his  family ; 
wliile  to  mankind  he  has  lefi;  the  instruotive  lesson,  dtat  even 
these  are  but  httle  useful  to  the  world,  and  pernicious  to  the 
owner,  without  firmness,  moderation,  and  prudence. 

Although  the  finances  of  the  Sheridan  family  were  in  a 
deplorable  state,  and  the  foneral  th^efore  intended  to  be 
simple  and  unexpensive,  yet  there  was  something  grand  and 
imposing,  in  consequence  of  the  intervention  of  an  old,  faith- 
ful, and  tried  associate,  Mr.  Moore,  M.  P.  f(»-  the  City  of 
Coventry,  That  gentleman  had  the  corpse  brought,  on  the 
day  antecedent  to  the  burial,  to  his  own  house,  in  Great 
Goorge  Street,  Westminster ;  and  having  assembled  the  rdo- 
tives  and  friends  of  the  deceased  there,  and  all  such  as  vrere 
desirous  to  pay  a  complfment  to  his  memory,  ths  processum 
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set  out  fiiF  Westminster  Abbe^,  accompanied  by  manyperstms 
of  s^iatorial  r&nk,  headed  by  one  of  the  Royal  Dukes.* 

On  Tuesday,  August  20,  a  large  blue  flag-stone  was  jdaced 
over  the  grave  of  the  deceased,  in  Poets'  comer,  with  the  fol- 
lowing simple  inscription : 

ItlCHABD  BRINSLEY  SHERIDAN, 

BORN  nil; 

DlfiD  7th  JULY,  1816. 

THIS  MARBLE  IS  THE  TRIBUTE  OF  HIS  ATTACHED  FRIEND, 

FETiSR  MOORE. 

List  of  the  Works 
Of  tKe  Right  Honourable  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan. 

1.  Tr&nslaticHi  of  the  Epistles  of  Aristeenetus,  from  die 
Greek,  jinon.  He  is  supposed  to  have  accomplished  this  in 
part  only. 

2.  The  Rivals,  a  Comedy,  8vo.  1775.     Several  editions. 

S.  The  Duenna,  a  comic  Opera,  1775.  This  has  passed 
throng  ten  editions. 

4.  St.  Patrick's  Day,  a  Farce,  177B. 

5.  Trip  to  ScarboFough,  a  Comedy,  8vo.  1781.  Several 
editions. 

6.  The  Critic,  8vo.  1779. 

7.  The  SchooK  for  Scandal,  12mo.  1779.  This  was  a  pi- 
rated and  incctrrcct  copy,  published  in  Dublin. 

8.  A  Monody  on  the  Death  of  David  Garrick,  ori^ally 
recited  at  Drury  Lane  Theatre  by  Mrs.  Yatea,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Tra^c  Muse,  4ta  1779. 

9.  Comparative  Statement  of  the  two  Bills  (Mr.  Fox's  and 
Mr.  Pitt's)  for  the  better  government  of  the  British  Possessions 
in  India,  4to.  1788.     Two  editions. 

10.  Epistle  to  die  Right  Honourable  Henry  Duiidas,  4to. 
1796. 

11.  ^zarro,  altered  from  Kotzebue,  8va  1799. 

*  HliSojtlHighncH  thcDukeof  Suwcx. 
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IS.  l^peech  during  the  Impeachment  of  Warren  Hastings 
Esq.  6vo. 

1 5.  Speech  on  the  Motion  for  the  Army  Establishments,  Sto. 
1802. 

Fuptive  Pieces. 

Occasional  Poems,  such  as  the  Verses  to  Miss  Linley,  &c 
Prologues,  £ptloguee,  &c. 

He  is  also  said  to  bare  written  several  papers  in  two  politi- 
cal periodical  publications;  the  EnglishmaDi  and  the  Jesnit. 
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The  Right  Hon.  CHARLES  STANHOPE,  F.R.S.  F.A.S. 

A  UEMBSB  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  i  EARL 
STANHOPE  (CR.  APRIL  14,  1718)  J  VISCOUNT  STANHOPE  OF  PORT 
MAHON,  IK  THE  ISLAND  OF  MINORCA  J  AND  BARON  STANHOPE  OF 
ELVASTONB,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  DERBY  ( JULY  12,  1717). 

"  A  DEO  ET  REGE." —  MottO. 

1  HIS  noblenan  mast  be  allowed  to  be  a  fit  subject  iot  bk>- 
gri^hy.  His  whole  life  has  been  dedicated  to  studies  and 
labours  of  a  superior  kind:  he  was  a  mechanician,  a  philoso- 
pher, a  man  of  science ;  he  was  also  a  l^slator,  a  statesman, 
and  a  patriot,  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term.  In  a  work  of 
this  kind,  therefore,  his  name  ought  of  course  to  find  a  suitable 
place;  and  whatever  accidental  eccentricities  might  have  occur- 
red in  private  life,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  his  charac- 
ter will  descend  with  respect,  and  even  with  admiration  to 
poeterity. 

The  Stanhopes,  a  very  ancient  family,  are  supposed  to  take 
thm  name  from  a  little  town  of  the  same  denomination,  in  the 
county  palatine  of  Durham.  Our  history  bears  testimony,  on 
many  occasions,  to  their  exploits ;  and  they  have  rendered 
themsdves  famous  in  former  times,  both  as  diplomatistSj  and 
as  warriors.  The  first  of  these  ever  ennobled,  was  Sir  John 
Stanhope,  created  a  baron  by  James  I.;  but  his  son  dying 
without  issue,  the  title  became  extinct.  At  present,  there  are  no 
less  than  three  earldoms  appertaining  to  this  house,  viz.  those 
of  Chesterfield  and  Harrington,  together  with  that  which 
alone  retains  the  family  name,  and  of  which  we  are  now  about 
'  to  treat. 

Alexander  Staidu^>e,  the  founder  t^die  UBt»  waa  tb«  oailj 
n4 
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eon  of  Pbilip  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  by  his  second  wife,  Aiinev 
dau^ter  of  Sir  John  Packington,  Knt.  a  Privy  Councillor, 
and  favourite  of  Queen  EUzabeth,  During  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  he  acted  in  the  humble  capacity  of  gentleman  usher  to  the 
Queen ;  but  on  the  accesiion  of  King  William,  he  was  nominat' 
ed  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  Spanish  court.  Philip,  his  third 
son,  being  captain  of  the  Milford  man  of  war,  was  killed  in 
1 708,  during  a  gallant  attack  of  the  castle  of  St.  Philip,  in  the 
island  of  Minorca  j  and  Alexander,  the  second,  appears  to  have 
perished  at  sea.  But  James,  the  eldest,  who  was  educated  at 
Oxford,  accompanied  his  father  into  Spain,  and  being  de»- 
tined  for  a  miUtary  career,  soon  distinguished  himself  by  his 
valour  and  abilities.  He  first  served  as  a  volunteer  under  the 
Duke  of  Savoy :  and  having  afterwards  repwred  to  Flanders 
in  the  same  capacity,  was  there  noticed  by  King  William, 
who  made  him  a  capt^,  to  which  ctHunission  was  superadded 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  in  his  own  regiment  of  foot- 
guards.  At  the  siege  of  Namur  in  1695,  Colooel  Stanhope 
was  wounded  in  consequence  of  his  zeal ;  and  when  the  Duke 
of  Ormond,  in  1 70ii,  was  sent  on  the  expedition  against  Cadiz, 
he  behaved  with  great  gallantry  at  the  attack  of  Rodendallo ; 
and  served  with  distinguished  eclat  in  Portugal,  in  the  cause  of 
Charles  III.  King  of  Spain.  In  1704,  we  find  him  acting  as  a 
brigsdier-gcn^al ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  succeeding  year, 
he  acquired  new  honour  at  the  siege  of  Barcelona.  Soon  afW 
this,  he  was  nominated  commander  in  chief  of  the  British 
&}t(XB  in  Spain;  and  in  1708,  he  captured  the  fortress  of 
Mahon,  in  the  island  of  Minorca,  thiQ  name  of  which  town 
has  since  become  the  second  title  of  his  family.  He  after- 
wards contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  battle  of  Almd- 
ra;  and  in  ITIO,  took  possession  of  Madrid  for  King  Charles. 
On  the  accession  of  GeOrge  I.  His  Majesty  nominated  him 
a  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
State.  Having  been  bred  in  camps  rather  than  in  courts,  he 
was  prevailed  upon,  with  some  difficulty,  to  accept  of  the  latter 
office,  which  was  procured  for  him  through  the  influesice  of 
Townshend,  and  the  friendship  of  the  two  Walpoles.  In  conse- 
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gnence,  howerer,  dT  certoinjealoasieB  that  prevwled  in  theWhig 
administration  of  that  day,  this  friendship  appears  to  have  been 
St  length  converted  into  enmity :  for  Stanhope,  during  his  re»- 
deaice  at  Hanover,  seems  to  have  completely  gained  the  ear 
andthe  confidence  of  the  firstprinceofthe  Brunswickline.  In 
consequence  of  this,  he  became  Premier,  having  been  appointed 
first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  1717;  a  few'montha  after  which,  he  was  created  Baron  Stao- 
h(^  of  Mshon,  and  Viscount  Stanhope  of  Elvaston.  In  1718, 
he  obtained  the  title  of  £arl  Stanhope. 

This  nobl^nan  appears  to  have  possessed  great  talents ;  but 
according  to  Coxe,  in  his  Life  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole^  he  was 
sometimes  overreached  by  the  cunning  and  intrigues  of  Lord 
Sunderland ;  and  indeed  he  was  greatly  blamed  by  his  coad- 
jutors, for  having  introduced  a  man,  whose  sentiments  were  so 
hostile  to  an  enlarged  plan  of  liberty.  Yet  he  himself  brought 
in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  most  otmoxious  clauses  of  the 
Test  and  Corporation  Act ;  which,  notwithstanding  the  vident 
opposition  it  encountered  on  the  part  of  the  bench  of  Bishops, 
was  carried  through  the  House  of  Lords,  and  fitudly  passed 
imo  a  law.  He  died  suddenly,  February  24,  1720 — ^21, 
greatly  regretted  by  the  King,  wh(^  in  testimony  of  bis  regard, 
ordered  his  own  and  the  Prince's  carriages  to  accompany  the 
fiineral  procession ;  which  was  atu)  attended  by  the  horse- 
grenadier  guards,  a  detachment  of  the  life-guards,  and  two 
battalions  of  foot>-guardB,  with  all  tljeir  officers  wearing 
"  cypretis  mourning  scarfe  and  hat  bands." 

Philip,  the  second  Earl,  by  Lucy,  daughter  of  Tliomas  Pitt^ 
Governor  of  Fort  St  George,  married  Lady  Grizel  Hamilton^ 
sister  to  Thomas  Earl  of  Haddington.  At  the  demise  of  lii» 
&ther,  being  but  seven  years  of  age,  he  was  confided  to  the 
guardianship  of  his  godfather  and  relation,  the  celebrated 
Philip  Dormer  Earl  of  Chesterfield.  This  nobleman,  who  had 
devoted  himself  to  attiun  the  exterior  graces  and  all  that  was 
pleasing  and  seductive,  appe^  to  have  considered  the  sciaices 
as  barbarous ;  and  to  have  deoned  the  diaracter  of  a  fine  gen- 
tlemoTtt  the  fairest  pitch  of  perfection  attdnablel^  the  humati 
11 

DC,.. zed  oy  Google 


186  LORD  STANHOPE. 

species.  Yet  so  very  perverse  was  the  young  nobleman  en- 
trusted to  his  car^  that  he  addicted  himself  solely  to  mathe- 
maticai  pursuits.  Notwithstanding  a  severe  interdiction,  he 
studied  this  eminent  branch  of  human  learning  by  stealth ; 
and  Uiat  too,  with  a  success  equal  to  bis  avidity,  for  he  soon 
became  one  of  the  first  mathematicians  of  his  age.  To  his  ma- 
nificence,  the  nation  is  obliged  for  the  posthumous  works  of  Dr. 
Robert  Simson,  who  was  indebted  to  his  Lordship  for  the  SSth 
proposition  of  Euclid's  Data,  as  well  as  for  the  edition  of  the 
works  of  Archimedes,  printed  at  the  Clarendon  press.* 

As  a  politician,  the  Earl,  like  his  father,  always  acted  with 
the  Whigs.  In  1742,  after  an  el^ant  and  pathetic  speech, 
he  moved  an  address  to  the  Kiug,  praying  "  that  in  compas- 
tiiaa  to  his  people,  loaded  already  with  such  numerous  and 
heavy  taxes,  he  would  exonerate  his  subjects  from  ihe  charge 
and  burden  of  those  foreign  mercenaries,  who  were  taken  into 
service  last  year,  without  the  advice  or  consent  of  parliament.' 
On  the  attempt  to  subjugate  America,  he  gave  his  vote,  and 
altered  his  protest  against  that  measure :  nay,  he  even  came 
&om  the  confines  of  Switzerland,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
discountenancing  the  proceedings  of  ministers,  in  respect  to 
the  Middlesex  election.  His  Lordship  died  March  7,  1 786, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  surviving  son,  the  subject  of 
this  memoir. 

Philip  Stanhope,  bom  August  3,  1753,  was  at  an  early 
period  sent  to  Eton,  whence  he  removed,  at  the  age  often,  to 
accompany  his  family  to  Geneva,  whither  It  went  pn  ac- 
count of  the  detaining  health  of  his  elder  brother,  who  died 
in  1753.  On  this  event  he  became  Viscount  Mahon;  and 
as  he  resided  during  ten  years  in  the  celebrated  little  city  just 
alluded  to,  it  became  necessary  to  complete  his  education 
there.  This  was  accordingly  effected  under  the  inspection  of 
M.  le  Sage,  a  man  of  letters,  who  had  distinguished  himself  by  a 
tract  on  the  cause  of  gravity.  It  :^pears  that  this  young  noble- 
man devoted  mudi  of  his  time,  while  abroad,  to  experimental 
philosophy.  He  also  at  lliat  period  excelled  in  horsemanship,  as 

*  Dr.  Frieitley  dedinted  to  him  the  3drol.orhu£xperiineDU  on  Air,  Sic.  •>£!>. 
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V^  as  in  a  varie^  of  athletic  exercises :  he  even  became  a 
eoldier  under  the  banners  of  this  little  republic ;  for  he  st- 
rolled himself  in  its  militia,  and  attained  such  skill  in  shootiDg 
with  a  rifle-bffl-relledgun,  as  to  be  iiill  as  adroit  as  the  best  marks- 
man in  America  at  the  present  day.  Those  who  have  known 
Earl  Stanhope  of  late  years  only,  can  scarcely  conceive  him 
excelling  in  equestrian  pursuits,  or  hitting  a  mark  of  the  size 
of  a  shilling,  with  unerring  certainty,  at  the  distance  ttf  1 20 
yards. 

As  the  Jather  lived  in  a  generous  and  hospitable  manner,  he 
was  greatly  beloved  by  the  Genevese;  while  the  son  mingled 
with  the  youth,  and  seems  to  have  imbibed  all  their  notions  of 
a  tree  government,  which  indeed,  to  a  certain  d^ree,  exactiy 
corresponded  with  those  in  which  himself  and  &mily  had  been 
educated.  Dr.  Moore,  the  traveller,  records  the  following 
anecdote  of  him. 

"  Walking  in  Geneva  one  afternoon  with  a  young  noble- 
man, who,  to  a  strong  taste  for  natural  philosophy,  unites  a 
passionate  zeal  for  civil  liberty,  we  passed  near  the  garden,  in 
which  one  of  those  circles  which  support  the  magistracy 
assemble.  I  proposed  joining  them :  no,"  said  my  Lord  with 
indignation,  "  I  will  not  go  for  a  moment  into  such  a  society ; 
I  consider  these  men  as  the  enemies  of  their  country,  and  that 
place  as  a.JiKUS  for  consuming  freedom  !  "  * 

On  the  return  of  the  &mi]y  to  England,  their  carriage  could 
not  without  difficulty  move  through  the  streets.  Numbers  of  the 
poorer  sort,  who  had  been  relieved  by  their  secret  charity, 
proclaimed  their  gratitude  aloud ;  the  eyes  of  the  parents  on 
this  occasion  streamed  with  tears;  the  son  repeatedly  de- 
scended to  embrace  the  companions  of  his  youth ;  while  in  the 
language  of  a  celebrated  tourist,  who  appears  to  have  witaess- 
ed  the  event,  "  the  whole  &mily  carried  along  with  them  the 
affections  of  the  grater  part,  and  the  esteem  of  all  the  citizens." 

Lord  Mahon  having  now  returned  to  England,  offered  hi»- 
self  a  candidate  for  the  City  of  Westminster,  in  conjunction  wi^ 

*  Vkw  of  Societ;  *nd  MtuncainFmictwulIii];. 
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Lord  Mouiftmorris ;  but  after  the  poll  had  continued  open  for 
several  days,  they  withdrew  from  an  unequal  and  expensive 
contest.  Soon  after  this,  however,  he  obtuned  a  eea^  on  &r 
easier  terms,  rfirough  the  influence  of  Lord  Shelbume,  who  at 
diat  period  possessed  a  mansion,  t4^ether  with  a  considerable 
property,  at  High  Wycombe,  all  of  which  have  since  been 
disposed  of  to  Lord  Canington. 

But  before  we  treat  of  the  subject  o  this  memoir  in  the 
character  of  a  statesman,  it  may  uot  be  improper  to  sieze  tbit 
opportunity  to  consider  him  in  the  light  of  a  man  of  scicsice. 
The  promotion  of  human  knowledge  was  the  constant  and  inva- 
nable  object  of  his  regard ;  and  to  the  furtherance  of  this,  he 
devoted  the  whole  of  a  basy  rather  than  a  long  life. 

When  only  seventeen,  or  eighteen  years  of  age,  Viscount 
Mahon  became  a  candidate  for  a  prize  offered  by  the  Sode^ 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Stockholm,  to  the  person  who  should 
produce  the  best  treatise  on  the  structure  of  the  pendulum. 
His  essay,  which  was  written  in  the  French  language,  even 
then  spoken  by  every  genteel  inha:bitant  of  Geneva,  proved 
tvorthy  not  only  of  publication,  but  also  of  the  premium  adver- 
tised :  and  within  these  three  months,  the  writer  of  this  article 
has  seen  a  curiom  mechanical  invention  appertaining  to  him, 
tor  the  purpose  of  making  experiments  on  this  very  subjecL 

In  1 775,  his  Lordship  pubhshed  a  small  tract,  entitled  "  Con- 
siderations on  tlie  Means  of  preventing  fraudulent  Practices  on 
the  Gold  Coin."  This  also  was  written  on  the  Continent,  and. 
its  purpose  was  to  detect  all  imitations  of  the  regular  mint,  by 
means  of  simple  inqtection  only.  For  this  purpose,  he  recom- 
mended the  selection  and  employment  of  able  and  experienced 
workmen ;  and  such  ingenious  processes  in  respect  to  the  mill- 
ing and  machinery,  as  would  defy  the  arts  of  those  employed  in 
the  felonious  purposes  of  &lsifying  the  currency  of  the  pre- 
cious metals. 

At  a  later  period  of  his  life,  he  turned  his  attention  to- 
wards the  protection  of  bank  pq>er.  On  this  occasion  alsoi 
he  exhibited  his  usual  ingenuity  by  recurring  to  dmple  and 
almost  obvious  processes,  fer  the  protection  of  public  credits 
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The  materiflli  of  which  a  note  consist,  oogfat,  according  to  his 
plan,  to  be  mannfiictored  so  as  to  render  forgery  infinitely  more 
difficult ;  while  the  graver  of  superior  artists  was  to  be  so  no- 
ployed,  that  all  imitation  would  be  set  at  defiance.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  both  of  these  evils  might,  by  these  means,  tie 
remedied  in  part ;  and  thus  many  lives  saved  fiom  the  ven- 
geance of  the  lawsr:  but  it  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  the  Euro- 
pean coinage  has  been  felsified  from  the  time  oF  the  Roman 
commonwealth,  to  the  present  day,  as  is  well  known  to  collec- 
tors, some  of  whom  value  the  imitations,  which  are  generally 
plated,  much  more  than  the  originals  themselves. 

As  nothing  is  more  terrible  than  fire,  and  as  this  devouring 
elnnent  has,  in  all  times  and  countries*  been  deemed  an  object 
of  national  concern ;  it  at  length  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
nobleman  in  question.  Mr.  Hartley  had  before  c<niceived 
the  beneficent  idea  of  rescuing  buildings  from  the  danger  of 
conflagration ;  and  there  is  a  building  erected  by  faim,  still 
extant,  on  Wimbledon  Common,  where  his  experiment  was 
tried,  and  proved  successful,  in  presence  of  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  London.  Adopting  the  acknowledged  principle 
that  without  a  current  of  ur  there  can  be  no  fire,  this  gentle- 
man had  recourse  to  iron  plates  for  the  exclusion  of  atmo- 
spheric influence,  and  thus  succeeded  completely  in  stopping 
the  progress  of  the  flames. 

Our  noble  projector  was  accustomed  to  elucidate  this  prin- 
ciple, at  his  parlour  fire,  to  a  httle  domestic  circle,  by  a  very 
simple  but  convincing  experiment.  He  would  take  a  narrow 
slip  of  paper,  about  an  inch  wide,  and  wr^  it  very  tight  round 
a  common  poker,  so  that  no  air  could  possibly  be  admitted  be- 
tween these"  two  objects ;  in  which  position,  he  would  apply 
the  flame  of  a  candle  to  the  paper  for  any  length  of  time,  with- 
out the  least  danger  of  ignition.  But  when,  during  this  pro- 
cessj  he  either  accidentally,  or  by  design,  loosened  the  paper,  so 
as  to  admit  the  air  between  it  and  the  iron,  it  instantaneously 
became  inflamed.  It  is  on  exactly  the  same  principle  that  an 
intelligent  female,  whose  clothes  happen  to  be  on  fire  while 
standing,  would  tall  down  and  roll  herself  on  the  carpet;  for  a 
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newspi^r  held  perpendicularly,  will  always  flare  much  aoontf, 
and  bum  more  rapidly,  than  one  placed  longitudinally  on  the 
grotuid. 

Lord  Stanhope  now  thought  that  he  could  greatly  improre 
Mr.  Hartley's  plan,  and  thus  remove  the  two  chief  objections 
to  it:  viz.  durabiUty  and  economy.  Accordingly  in  1777,  s 
grand  experiment  was  made  at  the  &mily  seat  of  Chevening  in 
Kent,  in  the  presence  of  some  thousands  of  spectators.  While 
t^  great  Earl  Chatham,  the  President  of  the  Royal  Sode^, 
and  many  sdentiiic  persons,  were  coolly  and  securely  indul^ng 
in  the  luxury  of  ice-creams  in  an  upper  apartment,  an  intesise 
fire  was  raging  in  the  room  immediately  below,  which  was 
separated  from  the  other  by  a  wooden  floor  alone ;  but  this 
wooden  floor  was  completely  secured  by  means  of  a  composi- 
tion, which  by  excluding  the  air,  rendered  the  flames  harmless. 
Here  follows  an  account  of  a  trial  on  a  grand  scale,  written  by 
his  Lordship,  and  aflerwards  pubhshed  in  die  FhiloM^hical 
Transitions  for  the  year  1778. 

"  On  the  !rf6th  of  September,  1777,  I  had  the  honour  to  re- 
peat some  of  my  experiments  before  the  President  and  some  of 
the  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society,'  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  Alder- 
men of  the  City  of  London,  the  Committee  of  City  Lands, 
several  of  the  Foreign  Ministers,  and  a  great  number  of  other 


'*  The  first  experiment  was  to  fill  the  lower  room  of  a  wooden 
building  (which  room  was  about  twenty-six  feet  long  by  six- 
teen wide)  fill!  of  shavings  and  faggots  mixed  with  combu&> 
tibles,  and  to  set  them  all  on  fire.  The  heat  was  so  intense 
that  the  glass  of  the  windows  was  melted  like  so  much  com- 
mon sealing  wax,'. end  run  down  in  drops,  yet  the  flooring 
boards-oF  that  very  room  were  not  burnt  through,  norwasoAe 
of  the  side  timbers,  floor  joists,  or  cieling  joists,  damaged  in  the 
smallest  degree,  and  the  persons  who  went  into  the  room 
immediately  ova-  the  room  filled  with  fire^  dad  not  perceive 
any  ill  effects  Irom  it  whatever,  even  the  floor  of  that  room  be- 
ing perfectly  cool  during  the  «ionnous  confla^ation  iinmedi- 
ately  andemeath, 
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«  I  then  caused  a  kind  of  wood^  bnildiog,  of  fiill  G&y  feet 
in  length,  and  of  three  stories  high  in  the  middle  to  be  erected 
close  to  one  end  of  the  secured  wooden  house.  I  filled  and 
covered  this  building  with  above  elevEsi  hundred  large  kiln 
kggots,  and  several  loads  of  dry  shaTings ;  and  I  set  this  pile 
on  fire.  The  height  of  the  flame  was  no  less  than  eighty- 
seven  feet  perpendicular  &om  the  ground,  and  the  grass  upcm 
the  bank,  at  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  fixim  the  firc^  was 
scorched  np ;  yet  the  secured  wooden  building,  contiguons  to 
this  vast  heap  of  fire,  was  not  damaged  in  the  least,  esc^>ting 
some  parts  of  the  outer  coat  of  plaster-work.  This  experi- 
moit  was  intended  to  represent  a  wooden  town  on  fire,  and 
to  -show  how  effectually,  even  a  wooden  building,  if  secured 
according  to  my  new  method,  would  stop  the  progress  of 
the  flames  on  that  side,  without  any  assistance  from  fire^ 
engines,  Sec 

*'  The  last  experiment  I  made  that  day,  was  the  attempting 
to  bum  a  wooden  stair-case,  secured  according  to  my  simple 
m^od  oi  under-jhoring.  Several  very  lai^e  kiln  fa^^ts  were 
laid  and  kindled  under  the  atair-case  round  the  stairs,  and  upon 
the  steps ;  this  wooden  stur-case  notwithstanding  redsted,  as 
if  it  bad  been  of  fire-stone,  all  the  attempts  that  were  made 
to  consume  it.  I  hate  since  made  five  other  still  stronger  fires 
apon  this  same  stair-case,  without  having  repaired  it,  having, 
moreover,  filled  the  small  space  in  which  this  stair-case  is, 
entirely  with  shavings  and  large  &ggots,  but  the  stair-case  is» 
however,  still  standing,  and  is  but  little  damaged." 

It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  by  a  strange  accident,  this 
very  plan  was  put  to  the  severest  possible  test,  at  his  Lordship's 
residence  in  Kent,  in  1797  or  1798,  about  twen^  years  after. 
I^ord  Stanhope  had  been  at  great  expence  in  rebuilding  mtd 
beautifying  Chevening  House;  and  he  took  good  care  to 
secure  it  for  his  posterity  by  means  of  his  new  invented  stucco, 
or  plaster.  Yet  it  so  happened,  as  if  for  the  express  purpose 
of  demonstrating  his  problem  by  practical  results,  that  a  fire 
actnalfy  burst  forth  widi  incredible  fury  in  part  of  the  oflices, 
wtuch  by  some  omission  had  not  been  secured  according  to  bis 
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own  improved  method.  The  premises  in  question  instantly 
became  a  prey  to  the  flames,  which  increased,  until  they  were 
suddenly  interdicted  by  the  intervention  of  that  portion  of  thef 
mansion  which  had  been  rendered  fire-proof.  A  beam,  which 
remained  untouched,  in  consequence  of  the  preventire  appllca- 
titm  alluded  to  above,  is  still  to  be  seen  on  the  spot,  and  a 
portion  of  this,  which  was  sawed  off  for  the  express  purpose, 
has  been  deposited  for  many  years  with  the  Royal  Society, 
so  as  to  render  both  proof  and  reference  extremely  easy. 

As  Lord  Stanhope  was  both  a  builder  and  a  former,  he  de- 
temtined  to  improve  on  the  common  method  of  converting 
certain  substances  into  lime.  Instead  of  employing  a  structure 
of  brick,  in  the  form  of  a  cylinder,  surmounted  by  an  inverted 
cone,  which  does  not  always  completely  effect  the  end  in- 
tended, he  determined  to  obttun,  if  possible,  a  mortar  equally 
strong  and  durable  as  the  cement  of  the  ancients.  For  this 
purpose  he  contrived  a  kiln,  of  a  structure  somowhat  resem- 
bling a  wind  fiirnace;  and  as  he  thus  contrived  to  procure 
such  a  degree  of  heat  as  to  produce  vitrification,  if  requisite, 
he  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  mortar,  which,  by  deling  the 
attack  of  an  instrument  pointed  with  iron,  when  snffered  to 
dry,  promises  a.  degree  of  durability  not  Iiithcrto  attfuned  in 
mod^n  times. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cartwright,  one  of  the  most  ingenious  men  of 
the  present  age,  has  contrived,  by  dove-tailing  of  bricks,  to 
cover  houses  with  imperishable  roofe,  which  not  only  bid 
defiance  to  the  lateral  pressure,  but  nearly  double  the  quantity 
of  room  in  a  given  space;  while  the  building  itself  is  com- 
pletely secured  against  the  elemental  storms  of  both  wind  and 
raJD.  Earl  Stanhope  attempted  to  save  timber,  and  obtain 
flat  roofe  by  means  of  another  process,  which,  although  useful 
in  certain  cases,  is  assuredly  less  ingenious  and  less  durable^ 
than  that  just  referred  to. 

His  Lordship  conceived  the  idea  of  forming  an  artificial 
slate,  or  tile,  composed  of  tar,  chalk,  and  fine  well-washed 
sand.  He  found,  that  by  a  proper  application  of  these  cheap 
ingredients,  the  weather  might  be  excluded,  to  the  fiiU  aa  well 
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as  in  the  ordliury  maimer,  and  at  one-t^ith  of  the  expence. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  attic  chambers  could  be  rendered  to 
the  full  as  good,  and  nearly  as  capacious,  as  the  rooms  beknr  ; 
for  a  very  trifling  inclination  of  the  roof  would  be  sufficient  to 
throw  off  the  rain,  where  no  crevices  or  interstices  ezi&ted. 
By  this  plan  too,  &r  less  timber  would  be  required  in  this 
case,  to  support  a  very  trifling  wdght,  than  in  the  common 
mode  of  building,  where  an  immenae  superstructure  is  to  be 
supported  by  massy  rafters;  a  considerable  saving  would  also 
be  obtained,  by  thus  diminishing  the  sharpness  of  the  angle 
required  in  ordinary  cases. 

An  experience  of  thirty  years  confirmed  the  justice  of  this 
experiment  In  Kent,  particularly  towards  the  sea-side,  and 
more  especially  in  the  little  maritime  village  of  Sandgate,  the 
roofi^  which  are  nearly  flat,  receive  yeariy  ft  coat  <^  tar,  by 
way  of  kec^fung  out  the  rain.  In  other  parts  of  that  county, 
paper  is  manu&ctured  of  a  sufficient  thickness,  and  being 
covered  with  compositioi^  and  cut  into  squares,  at  a  distance 
resemble^  and  to  ail  intents  and  purposes  supply,  the  place  of 
dies.  These  circumstances  are  merely  mentioned  with  a  view 
*to  prove  how  sdence,  like  a  circle  in  the  water,  increases  its 
orbit ;  and  that  when  a  gopd  practical  example  is  set  by  a 
man  of  a  certain  rank  and  character,  it  rardy  fails  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  great  and  general  effect. 

The  next  invention  that  requires  notice,  is  the  cure  of  wounds 
made  in  trees.  His  Lordship  treated  these  exactly  in  the 
game  manner  as  a  skilM  surgeon  treats  wounds  in  the  hu- 
man body;  by  the  application  of  a  plaster,  the  chief,  and 
perh^s  only  benefit  of  which,  is  the  exclusion  of  ^r.  Tar 
and  pounded  cfaalk  were  the  materials  used  on  this  occasion. 
With  this  umple  compound,  he  succeeded  in  remedying  all 
the  accidents  that  occurred  after  high  winds,  or  in  consequence 
of  casualties  in  his  extensive  orchards,  finely  situate  on  the 
edge  of  a  fertile  and  extensive  vale,  being  fully  exposed  to  a 
southern  aspect,  while  a  high  and  long  continued  chain  of 
hills  shelters  them  from  the  north  and  east  winds.  The  late 
Mr,  Forsyth,  who  was  for  many  years  gendener  to  His  M»* 
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jetty  at  the  palace  of  Kensington,  obtained  a  parHamentaiy 
grant  for  a  saloe  to  be  employed  for  these  very  purposes,  which 
we  will  venture  to  assert,  although  perhaps  less  simple,  was 
not  more  efficacious  than  the  tar  and  chalk  of  the  noble  Ixtrd. 

The  discoveriea  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  form  an  epoch  in 
the  history  of  modem  philosophy ;  these,  tc^ether  with  bio- 
gn^hical  anecdotes  of  the  life  of  that  wonderful  man,  writ- 
ten by  himself,  are  fully  dilated  and  explained  in  a  work, 
edited,  and  in  part  pubhshed  by  bis  grandson.  Temple  Frank- 
lin, Esq.  who  acted  as  Secretary  of  Lection  to  his  embassy  at 
the  court  of  France.  The  subject  of  this  memoir,  while  Lord 
Mahoo,  applied  hinuelf  with  hia  usual  zeal,  assiduity,  and 
success,  to  make  himself  master  of  the  new  theory ;  and  that 
too  with  such  ^ect,  aa  to  entitle  him  to  the  rank  of  an  ori- 
^nal  discoverer,  in  respect  to  eome  of  the  minor  phenomena. 
In  the  year  1779,  ^ipeared  a  volume,  entitled  "  Principles  of 
Electricity :"  this  was  much  read  at  that  period,  not  only  in 
oHuequence  of  some  novel  poBitiona,  but  also  on  account  of 
a  disputed  point,  which  at  diat  momoit  engaged  the  attention 
of  die  principal  electricians  of  this  country.  It  respected  the 
best  mode  (^  securing  buildings  from  the  effects  of  lightning, 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  enmities  produced  by  the  Ame- 
ncan  war,  to  the  utter  disgrace  of  science,  was  at  one  time 
likely  to  degenerate  into  a  mere  political  question !  Mr.  Wil- 
son, said  to  have  been  supported  by  a  great  Personage,  who 
adopted  his  theory  by  an  actual  alteration  in  respect  to  the 
conductors  at  Buckingham  House,  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
Fraiddinian  system,  maintained  that  a.  decided  pre&rcawe 
ought  to  be  given  to  short  conductors,  terminating  in  a  ball; 
while  Sir  Jtriin  Pringle,  then  President  of  the  Royal  Society, 
on  the  other  hand,  boldly  contended  that  the  long-pointed 
conductors  of  his  friend  Dr.  Franklin,  were  best  calculated 
to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

The  noble  subject  of  this  memoir  ranged  himself  on  the 
side  of  the  men  of  science ;  and  undertook  to  con£nn  and 
elucidate  the  establish^  theory,  by  a  multitude  of  exp^- 
mentp,  many  of  which  were  both  new  and  original     He  at 
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the  suoe  time  published  canons  *  for  regulating  the  practice ; 
and  the  result  t£  the  whole,  in  coasequence  of  a  public  triiJ 
at  the  Pantheon,  superintaided  by  Mr,  Naime,  the  optician, 
fully  confirmed  all  that  had  hwa  suggested  by  the  gentua  of 
the  philosopher  of  Philadelphia. 

An  account  of  his  Lordship's  experiments  has  been  amply 
detailed  in  the  wotk  before  us.  He  has  also  proved  by  an 
elaborate  mathematical  demonstration,  illustrated  by  a  great 
variety  of  fadis,  that  the  density  of  an  electrical  atmosphere 
Bup^induced  upon  any  body,  must  be  inversely  as  the  squares 
of  the  distances  from  Ihe  charged  body. 

He  has  likewise  taken  great  pains  to  prove  the  existence 
and  explain  the  nature  of  what  he  deiiominates  the  returning 
stroke  in  electricity,  which  is  the  effect  produced  by  the  return 
of  the  electric  fire  into  a  body  frcnn  which,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, it  has  been  previously  expelled.  His  Lordship 
shews,  that  men  and  other  animals  may  be  destroyed,  and 
buildings  damaged,  by  an  electrical  returning  stroke  occasioned 
by  a  thunder  cloud,  even  at  the  distance  of  two  or  three  miles 
or  tnore  from  the  spot  where  such  persons  or  buildings  are 
situated. 

This  new  theory,  advanced  and  published  by  Lord  Malum 
in  the  year  1779,  he  considered  as  completely  established  by 
die  death  c^  James  Lauder,  and  two  horses,  that  were  in- 

•  "  For  tilt  like  of  ihoie  penons  "ho  c»re  but  liuU  ibout  (he  ileuii  of  the  ili«nj 

of  elect riciij,  but  nho  DotwJihs^ar.ilJng  mny  be  emrFmelj  imeretted  In  the  knowledge 
of  ihe  best  method  of  tecurlng  buililm^  s^alnsl  the  dsmage  of  liglilning,  Ili>  Lord- 
■hip  iHntiDu  the  following  neceiHiry  (equUUet  In  mcilngof  conducion.  1.  The  rodt 
rami  be  tat.it  of  such  tubiiancei  u  are,  in  ihelr  nature,  the  beii  conduclon  of  elec- 
tricity, a.  They  musl  be  uiiinlfnuplcd  and  perfectly  tontinuoui.  J.  Thej  tnuit  be 
of  a  eufficient  <h>ckne».  4.  Thej  man  be  cunnecled  wiib  ihe  comAon  Block,  that  ii, 
with  the  eiirth  or  twareat  water,  i.  The  upper  eitieBiilf  of  the  rodi  roust  be  Gnel; 
tipeied  and  as  acutely  pointed  as  pmslble ;  gold  wires  are  the  beat  poitits,  as  the^  will 
not  rust.  6.  The  rods  must  be  very  prntnineiil,  several  fret  aboi^  ibe  chimneyi. 
7,  Each  rod  muil  be  carried  in  the  shorlrst  coiwenieni  direction  from  lis  upper  end 
lo  the  common  iioek.  S.  There  should  be  qo  prominent  bodies  of  metal  on  (he  (op 
of  the  building  proposed  to  be  secured,  but  luch  a^  are  connected  with  tlie  conductor 
bjaome  proper  metallic  com munjcaii on.  g.  'Hiere  ihouU  be  •  suOlclent  number  of 
thoeroja  aul>s(Bnt tally  erecied,  that  is,  ihe  number  ifaonld  be  in  prO|wnion  ID  (he 
extent  of  (he  building."     See  Principles  of  Eleclrii^ty,  p.  901. 
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stantaiKOudy  killed  in  Scotland  by  tte  efiecU  of  a  thundeP 
storm,  which  was  evidently  at  a  auuddersble  distance  from 
the  spot  where  the  &tal  acddent  h^paied.  A  very  interest- 
ing account  of  this  melancholy  &ct  was  drawn  up  by  Patrick 
Biydone,  Esq.  and  published  in  die  77th  vol.  of  the  Philo- 
st^hical  TraiiBactions. 

A  short  time  after  the  reading  of  Mr.  Brydone's  account, 
his  Lordship  presented  to  tlie  Royal  Sode^  a  paper,  entided 
"  Remarks  on  Mr.  Brydone's  Account  of  a  remarkable 
Thunder  Storm  in  Scotland."  In  this  p^>er  he  endeavours 
to  account  for  the  various  phenomena  observed  during  the 
stoim :  he  shews  that  ZAuder's  death  could  not  be  occasioned 
by  any  direct  explosion,  nor  by  that  e&ct  which  electricians 
denominate  a  lateral  e^losion ;  and  after  a  full  examinatifHi 
of  the  case,  he  concludes,  that  the  accident  must  be  attributed 
Boldy  to  the  cfect  which  he  had  in  his  original  work  deno- 
siinated  the  electrical  returning  stroke, 

"  Wonderful,"  says  his  Lordship,  "  as  these  combined  fiicts 
may  f^pear,  and  uncommon  as  they  certainly  are  in  this  coim- 
try,  they  are,  nevertheless,  easy  to  be  explained  by  means  of 
that  particular  species  of  electrical  shock,  which  I  have  distin- 
guished in  my  Principles  of  Electricity,  (published  in  1779,} 
by  the  appellation  of  the  electrical  returning  stroke:  and  al- 
thou^  at  the  time  I  wrote  that  treatise,  I  had  it  not  in  my 
power  to  produce  any  instance  of  persons  or  animals  having 
been  killed  in  the  very  peculiar  manner  since  related  in  Mr. 
Brydone's  paper,  I  did,  however,  (from  my  experiments  mea- 
tioned  in  that  book,)  venture  to  assert,  with  conftdence,  that  if 
persons  be  strongly  superinduced  by  the  electricd  atmosphere 
of  a  cloud,  they  may  (under  circumstances  similar  to  those  ex- 
plained in  that  treatise)  receive  a  strong  shock,  be  knocked 
down,  or  even  killed  at  the  instant  that  the  cloud  discharges 
with  an  explosion  its  electricity;  whether  the  lightning  &lls 
aeaf.tlie  very  place  where  those  persons  are,  or  at  a  very  con- 
siderable distance  &om  that  place,  or  whether  the  cloud  be  po- 
«tively  or  ni^atively  electrified."  • 

•  Secl1i;i,Ti*n).H>l.7;. 
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We  now  come  to  th*  aiithmedGal  machines  invented  b^ 
Lord  Stanhope;  although,  in  respect  to  priori^  of  date,  thn 
discovery  ought  to  have  beei  in«itioned  two  years  before, 
as  it  occurred  in  or  about  1777. 

The  first  and  smallest  machine  is  about  the  size  of  an  octavo 
volume,  which,  by  means  of  dial  plates  and  small  indices, 
moveable  with  a  steel  pin,  is  calculated  to  perform  with  un* 
deviating  accuracy  the  operatioDS  of  simple  and  compound 
addition  and  subtraction.  The  sectmd,  and  by  br  the  most 
curious  machine^  ia  not  more  than  half  the  »ze  of  a  common 
table  writing-desk.  By  this,  problems  in  multiplication  and 
division,  of  almost  any  extent,  are  solved,  without  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  mistake,  by  the  simple  revolution  of  a  small  winch. 
What  appears  very  siogular  and  surprising  to  every  spectator, 
is,  that  in  working  division,  if  the  operator  be  inattentive  to 
his  business,  and  thereby  attraupts  to  turn  the  handle  a  single 
revolution  more  than  he  ought,  he  is  instantly  admonished  of 
his  error  by  the  sudden  springing  op  of  a  small  ivory  ball.  * 

About  the  memorable  period  of  the  French  Revolution, 
Lord  Stanhope  conceived  the  idea,  that  the  immense  force  of 
that  all-powerfiil  machine  the  steam-engine,  might  be  recurred 
to  for  navigating  rivers,  lakes,  and  the  tide-way,  without  the 
aid  of  horses,  or  oars,  or  sails ;  while  that  mighty  elemoi^  the 
ocean  itself,  might  be  forced  to  succumb  under  the  dominion  of 
science :  thus  extending  the  influence  and  intercourse  of  man 
to  every  country,  from  the  poles  to  the  equator.  By  the  pro- 
pulsive force  of  vapour,  he  thought  that  harbours  might  be 
left,  and  the  seas  crossed,  daring  the  influence  of  contrary 
winds;   while  ddring  the  interposition  of  calms,  the  dread 


>  Since  Hit  above  deaeriplion  of  I»nl  Slanhc^')  uithmnicil  marhinn  ml  wriictii, 
■■  dd  bat  Toy  carioni  little  book  bubno  iccumd  to.  It  it  tntiilttl,"  TheDcicrip. 
tion  and  Uw  of  two  uithmetic  Intinimenu  i  logeihcr  with  a  ihort  TrallK,  uplaia- 
iag  and  dcmonitnling  ibe  oidinirj  Opcraliong  uf  Arithmetic,  &c.  Kic.  PrcKuied  lo 
&  Moil  ExecUcnt  Mijatj,  Chuln  II.  B;  S.  Morlaod,  1643."  Thi>  wotk  la 
illuttnted  miJi  twelTs  plata,  in  which  tlu  difieieiii  pant  of  ihc  machina  an  eabibiicd, 
and  wbasca  il  ^ipcan  ibii  the  fonc  liindamcntat  rula  in  arithmetic  are  eaiity  workad, 
aad,  ta  nw  tha  nithar'i  owd  wenti,  "  •riihont  chatgi^  the  mammy,  dii(wbiii|  iba 
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and  detestation  of  navigators,  a  rapid  progress  miglit  be  nii&v 
instead  of  being  unnecessarily  detdned  like  alog  on  the  mter, 
or  subjected  to  the  dangers  arising  from  tides  and  currents. 

The  experiments  recurred  to  upon  this  occasion,  occupied 
his  capacious  mind,  during  intervals,  for  the  space  of  mwe  than 
eightecai  years ;  and  he  actually  took  out  no  fewer  than  tliree 
patents.  To  accomplish  his  object,  he  built  three  or  four  ves- 
sels of  di&rent  sizes  at  Rothcrhithe ;  and  expended  conddera- 
ble  sums  of  money  in  forwarding  his  plan.  It  has  been  said, 
indeed,  that  he  aimed  at  too  much  perfection;  and  that  he 
might  have  obtained  great  &me  by  stopping  at  a  point  short 
of  that  which  he  wish^  to  obtain.  After  having  formed  a 
mechanical  apparatus  resembling  oars,  he  wished  to  feather 
them,  like  a  boatman,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  hindrance 
occasioned  by  back  water. 

The  author  of  this  article  saw  and  ^lamined  a  small  vessel* 
formed  under  his  own  eye,  which  was  exhibited  for  some 
time  in  the  canal  called  the  Serpentine  River,  that  c^mnects 
Hyde  Park  with  Kensington  Gardens.  It  was  thirty  feetlong, 
by  seven  wide,  and  had  &  circular  bottom ;  while  both  «nds 
were  made  sharp,  exactly  after  the  manner  of  a  Thames  wherry. 
The  peculiarities  in  the  construction  of  this  vessel  consisted — 

1.  Of  gills,  which,  like  those  of  a  fish,  <^>ened  and  closed  at 
pleasure. 

2.  Of  a  composition  for  securing  her  low^  parts  both  from 
worm  and  rot,  at  a  much  cheaps-  rate,  and  yet  by  a  mode, 
to  all  f^ipearance,  equally  durable  and  efficacious  as  copper 
sheeting. 

S.  In  the  excellent  property  of  moving  with  either  end  fore- 
most, without  the  trouble  and  inconvenience,  and  sometimes 
the  danger,  of  putting  about. 

4.  In  the  flatness  of  the  bottom,  so  as  to  allow  of  more  ton- 
nage and  stowage-room :  and 

5.  In  the  saving  both  in  respect  to  timber  and  canvas. 

If  it  be  asked  by  a  worldly-minded  enquirer,  to  what  advan- 
t^e  did  these  expensive  experiments  tend?  the  reply  is  at 
hand ;  the  steam-boats  now  lAultiplying  throughout  Europe  and 
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America*,  either  originated  in,  or  were  perfected  hy  the  talentg 
and  fortuhe  of  this  singularly-endowed  peer.  He  lived  sufS- 
ciently  long  to  perceive,  and  to  reap  the  conscious  pleasure 
arising  out  of  th^  noble  and  disinterested  idea,  that  he  had 
extended  the  bounds  of  human  sciaic^  and  the  dominion  of 
mati ! 

One  so  gifted  as  Lord  Stanhope,  could  not  be  inattentive  to 
the  many  great  and  singular  advantages  resulting  to  an  agri- 
cultural, cfunmercial,  and  manufacturing  country,  Irom  the 
cheap  intercourse  arising  out  of  canals.  The  late  Duke  of 
Bridgewater  was  the  first  to  set  the  noble  example  in  England ; 
and  the  suf^ect  of  this  memoir,  with  more  science  (for  the 
former  was  wholly  indebted  to  Bingley  the  engineer),  but  on  a 
lees  extensive  scale,  determined  to  follow  the  steps  of  his  titled 
precursor. 

'  Earl  Stanhope  having  inherited  a  large  landed  estate  in  a 
remote  part  of  Devonshire,  distant  from  good  markets  and  good 
roads,  determined  to  confer  the  advantage  of  both,  by  means 
of  a  canal,  so  as  to  enable  his  and  the  neighbouring  tenants 
and  occupiers  of  land  to  carry  thdr  grain  to  the  Bristol  Chan- 
nel direct,  on  the  one  hand ;  while  on  the  other,  they  might 
bring  back  coals  and  manure  from  the  sea-side,  to  the  internal 
parts  of  the  county. 

Imbued  with  these  ideas.  His  Lordship  repaired  to  the  west 
of  England,  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  a  survey  of  the 
intervening  country.  In  order  to  efiect  this,  he  actually  travelled 
with  a  theodcAite,  attached  to  his  back  by  means  of  a  leathern 
str^ ;  and  after  taking  the  level  of  the  whole,  he  laid  down  a 
fJan  of  the  intended  water-course  and  circulated  proposals  for 
cutting  to  the  proposed  extent  at  so  much  per  iiirlong.  It  was 
on  this  occasion  that  he  fell  in  with  the  American,  Mr.  Ful- 
Xaa,  who  actually  undertook  to,  and  indeed  did  execute  part  of 
die  contract ;  a  &ict  communicated  to  the  writer  of  this  article 
by  himself.     Hk  Lor^hip,  from  his  conduct  on  this  occasion, 

*  Mr.  Fulion  proG.Icd  by  bii  Lordship'i  hinis,  in  retpect  to  die  iint  tlam-bou  built 
■t  New  York  ;  imi  the  lutliDr  of  iliii  wis  hu  beca  preieot,  wfaea  the;  mel  for  tlw 
pwpon  ot  <Ufnu>iiig  cataio  poiDU  caniiccted  irith  tbete  lod  timiUr  puniuli. — £□. 
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cfmceived  a  high  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  who  instantly  be- 
came hia  pupil,  and  soon  after  publi^ed  a  HttJe  work  relative 
to  smaU  canals.  This  trans-adantic  republican  was  indeed  to 
the  full  as  enthusiastic  a  projector  as  his  titled  European 
patron ;  for  it  was  he  who  afterwards  prevailed  on  Mr,  Pitt  to 
adopt  his  catamaran  schemes,  and  also  the  new  mode  of  mining 
under  loater,  by  means  of  torpedos.  The  latter  of  these  were  to 
destroy  all  the  present  and  future  flotillas  of  France,  one  alone 
being  sufficient  to  blow  a  ship  of  the  line  into  the  aJr  ! 

In  the  course  of  hie  labours,  the  completion  of  which  wu 
prevented  by  the  war,  Lord  Stanhope  found  that  he  had  many 
obstacles  to  encounter :  for  while  a  dead  flat  in  one  part  pre- 
vented ev^  possible  &cility,  there  were  hills  of  no  inconsider^ 
able  size  to  be  cut  through,  or  to  be  tunnelled.  Hie  common 
method  too  of  locks,  in  order  to  compensate  for  inequaJitieB,  is 
attended  with  a  great  loss  of  time,  and  no  inconsiderable  ex- 
pence,  in  respect  to  ^le  passing  and  repassing  of  heavy  baif;e8. 
His  mechanical  genius  was  therefore  exerted  to  contrive  some 
other  plan  for  raising  and  lowering  the  vessels. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  devised  several  metbodS) 
which  he  considered  as  superior,  in  every  respect,  to  those  which 
are  commonly  made  use  of  in  busiijess  of  this  kind.  The  dif- 
ficulty was  for  him  to  fix  his  attention  to  that  plan  which  should 
secure  the  TnrfviimiTn  of  advantages. 

He  at  length  determined  nptm  a  double-ii^cUned  plan^  a 
model  of  which  he  constructed  on  a  large  scale  at  his  residance 
m  Koit,  and  called  it  the Jree-tDay*.  This  plane  is  st^i^Mwed 
to  be  fixed  to  a  hill,  to  the  bottom  of  whidi  the  lower  brandi 
of  the  canal  flows ;  while  the  upper  branch  is  supposed  to  com- 
maice  fi'om  a  certain  distance  from  the  summit  of  the  eminance 
on  the  other  side. 

Up  this  plane  the  boats  are  raised  from  Jhe  lower  part  of  the 
canal  to  the  hitter,  by  means  of  the  weight  of  other  boats 
whose  direction  is  firon  the  higher  to  the  lower. 

•  LnrJ  Stanhope  actuslly  totie  ihe  eiperimein  at  Midunscot  Hill  in  Koitj  uid  ilut 
too  witb  complete  tSta. — Ed. 
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It  will,  perhaps,  occur  to  every  reader,  that  the  returning 
Teasels  may  sometimea  be  empty,  or,  at  least,  not  iadai  with  a 
tonnage  sufGdent  to  balance,  much  less  to  raise  dioae  which  are 
to  ascoid  £rom  the  lower  to  the  higher  level. 

To  obviate  this  objection.  His  Lordship  did  not  intend  to 
raise  or  lower  the  boats  by  themselves,  but  had  contrived  a 
kind  <rf  vessel  which  he  called  a  boaJxarrier,  into  which  the 
boats,  whether  laden  or  empty,  are  made  to  float  before  they 
are  either  elevated  or  depressed.  Now,  as  dieee  boat-carriers 
are  in  their  natural  slate  always  fiUl  of  water,  U  is  evident, 
upon  hydrostatics!  principles,  that,  whatever  be  the  weight  of 
dte  vessdfloatedintothem,  still  thewdght  of  the  boat-carrier,  the 
boat  and  burden  will,  at  all  times,  be  equal  to  the  same  w«^t, 
because  just  in  proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  boat  and  bui^ea 
immersed  will  be  the  quantity  of  water  forced  out  of  the  boat- 
carrier  ;  that  is,  a  vessel  of  one  ton  wd^  will  force  out  a  toa 
wdght  of  water,  and  another  of  three  tons  will  diipd  a  quan- 
ti^  of  trater  equal  to  that  weight 

Now  by  tiiiis  contrivance,  the  weaght  of  an  anirty  boat  and 
lippatataa  will  be  equal  to  that  cX  one  ever  so  deeply  tndfti, 
oonsequciitly  a  descending  empty  vessel  will  keep  in  equU^rio 
an  ascending  one  that  is  laden,  and  the  addition  <^  a  imdl 
force  will  rwse  the  vesseL  The  boat-carriers  run  upon  roUers, 
which  theoretically  remove  all  friction.  And  to  save  unneces- 
sary expoue,  his  Lordship  had  adopted  the  plan  of  small  boats, 
cd'aboot  four  tons  burden,  for  which  a  narrow  caaal  would  adr 
be  necessary ;  and  by  a  neat  contrivance,  he  intoided  to  link 
several  of  the  boats  together,  by  which  means  one  horse  would 
be  able  to  draw  a  greater  burden,  and  the  canal  might  take  a 
straight  or  winding  direction  as  should  best  suit  thelevd  ^ 
the  country,  since  the  size  of  the  vessels  would  not  prevent 
their  turning;  and  though  twenty  of  them  were  joined  ttxrak 
ther,  yet,  like  the  difierent  links  of  a  chain,  they  would  not  im- 
p^  the  pn^iress  of  each  other,  however  varying  the  directitm 
of  the  course  of  the  canaL 
.    How  &r  tliis  {dan,  adt^ted  by  Lord  £itanh«pe  m  tb«  best,  ' 
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corresponds  to  that  used  in  some  parts  €^  Holland,  called  tlie 
rolling-bridge  upcm  dry  land,  and  whldi,  it  is  said,  was  the 
method  employed  by  the  anuents,  and  is  still  in  some  r^ute 
among  the  Chinese ;  or  whether  they  bear  any  analogy  to  one 
another,  is  more  than  we  can  attempt  to  decide. 

Of  Lord  Stanhope's  arithmetical  machines  we  have  ah'eady 
tipokea ;  the  success  which  he  obtained  in  the  structure  of  these 
curious  instnuomts,  led  him  to  believe  that  one  of  still  ^eater 
utility  and  importance  Diight  be  contrived,  by  means  of  which, 
instead  (^thefiMU*tundaniental  rules  ofarithmetic,  he  conceived 
the  whole  art  of  reasoning  may  be  conducted.  And  we  have 
often  heard  him  assert,  that  with  hjs  reasoning  machine,  he 
should  be  able,  on  all  subjects,  to  draw  true  conclusions  from 
any  given  premises ;  -r-  not  only  to  detect  &lse  reasoning,  how- 
ever sophistically  onnbined,  but  to  tUtevr  tfae  various  links  of 
the  chain  bywhich  these  false  conclusions  have  beat  deduced; 
aoA  that  with  it  he  should  be  enabled  to  ascend,  by  regular 
steps,  from  the  first  definitions  of  Euclid,  to  the  highest  and 
most  sublime  speculations  of  onr  immortal  Newton  I 

£very  thing  that  improves  the  human  mind,  and  accelerates 
the  communication  (^  ideas,  is  highly  interesting  to  both  nations 
and  individuals.  The  noblest  gift  of  Providence,  therefore,  in 
modem  times,  must  be  &irly  allowed  to  be  the  Art  of  Printing. 
In  this  point  of  view  —  great  —  admirable  —  ingenious  and  im- 
portant— his  Lordship  <HKe  more  appears  as  the  benefactor  of 
the  huoum  if>ecie8.  There  are  scane  doubts  however,  as  to 
the  originali^  of  invention  in  respect  to  the  stereotype,  for  it  is 
dumed  both  by  England  and  France :  but  there  can  be  none 
as  to  its  koprorement.  At  one  period,  this  new  mod^  in- 
(aided  to  banish  errcH^  was  itself  deemed  incapable  of  correc- 
tion ;  so  that  every  mistake  was  doomed  to  be  everlasting  ( 
It  is  now  reducM  to  rational  and  obvious  principles ;  so  that 
letters,  words,  and  sentences,  may  be  transposed  widi  the  nt- 
mott  facility. 

Lord  Stanhope's  improvement  in  the  common  printing  press, 
by  means  of  which,  the  impression  from  the  types  acquires  s 
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Bliai^nesB  and  disUnctness,  of  which  it  was  never  before  thouglit 
sasceptible,  since  die  introduction  of  the  Art,  forms  an  epoch  in 
its  history.* 

Earl  Stanhope,  who  possessed  a  taste  for  music,  was  a  fre- 
quent attendant  at  cohcerts^  and  knew  moat  of  the  best  per^ 
formers,  both  in  England  and  on  the  Continent.  This  led  him 
to  a  consideration  of  the  tones  of  instnnnents,  in  which  stmie 
fixed  and  certain  principles  has  always  been  considered  as  a 
desid^atum.  This  he  imagined  to  be  at  length  obtained ;  for 
in  1 S06,  he  printed  at  the'  improved  Stereotype-Office,  by 
means  of  his  own  improved  press,  a  small  work,  mtitled 
"  Principles  of  the  Science  of  tuning  InstrumCTts  with  fixed 
Tones  "  Instead  of  one  "  wol;^"  he  affirms,  in  opposition  to  the 
OHnmon  theory,  that  there  are  no  less  than  five;  but,  instead  of 
being  imperfectiona,  &eae,  we  are  told,  '*  ^ve  a  charming,  and 
essential  diaracter,  and  variety  to  music"  He  also^  in  this 
little  tract,  gives  a  dissertation  on  the  "  Stanhope  Moso- 
dord." 

Having  thns  contemplated  the  object  of  ttna  memoir,  in  hia 
character  as  a  man  of  science ;  we  now  proceed  to  consider  him 
in  that  of  a  legi^ator.  Dniing  the  period  that  he  was  a  com- 
moner, he  took  an  able  and  active  part  in  opposition  to  the 
American  war ;  and  was  one  of  that  phalanx,  so  formidable  in 
respect  to  wealth,  influence,  and  talcmtB,  that  pnt  an  end  to  it. 

From  the  year  1 769,  till  the  period  of  his  bther*!  death,  in 
1 7S6,  when  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Peers,  onder  die 
tide  of  Earl  Stanhope,  be  made  a  vatie^  of  unsnccessfol  at- 
tempts to  prevent  bribery,  corruption,  and  unnecessary  ex- 
pences  at  elections  for  Members  of  Parliament,  rightly  judging, 
that  by  putting  it  in  the  power  of  independent  country  gentle- 
men of  moderate  estates  to  oiler  themselves  as  representatives 
of  the  people,  a  gradual  reform  would  introduce  itself  into  par- 
liament, by  measures  that  could  not  tend  to  ^arm  those  who 
Vere  carried  away  by  the  dread  of  innovation.  In  these  attempts 
his  Lordship  was  countenanced  by  the  Minister,  Mr.  Pitt,  with 

*  The  Imptored  jucbinc  hu  obtunfd  Om  bum  of  Um  "  Sluh^  Situ." 
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whom  he  generally  acted,  but  not  with  that  zeal  which  he  ex- 
pected from  the  avowed  {Hvmoter  of  refinm. 

Early  in  the  year  1786,  we  find  Mr.  Pitt,  with  whom  Lord 
Stanhope  waa  then  in  habits  of  strict  intimacy,  profesaing  great 
eagerness  in  erecting  a  pillar  of  perpetual  remembrance  to  his 
own.&me,  by  concerting  ef^ual  measures  for  annihilatiiig  the 
national  debt.  To  the  late  Dr.  Price  the  Minister  i^pUed  for 
aMJstance  on  a  subject  to  which  the  former  had  devoted  many 
years  of  his  valuable  life. 

Dr.  Price  communicated  to  Mr.  Pitt  three  phu»,  of  whi<^ 
w»  ace  informed  by  Mr.  Morgan  *,  the  httter,  and  by  fiu*  the 
most  inefficient,  was  finally  adt^ted  by  the  Minister,  and  te~: 
ceived  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  To  this  plan.  Lord  Stan- 
hope gave  a  steady  and  avowed  opposition,  the  motives  for 
T^db,  tt^ether  with  a  plan  of  liis  own,  he  explwied  and  en- 
foieed  in  a  quarto  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Observations  on  Mr. 
Pkfs  Flan  for  the  Reduction  of  theNi^onal  DAt." 

In  this  work  he  exposed  the  weakness  and  ineffidency  of  the 
mode  adopted  by  the  Minister.  He  th«i  disciused  the  plan 
'suggested  to  the  House  of  Conrniwis  by  Mr.  Fox,  tknd  after- 
wards Isid  before  the  pubUc  a  scheme  of  his  own,  founded  upon 
cotiun  axioms  assumed  by  his  Lordship. 

The  main  butt  of  Lord  Stanhope's  project  was  the  conver- 
uon  of  the  9  per  cent,  stock  into  astock  that  shouldbear4per 
cOit  interest;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  holders  of  the  3per 
emu.  Aould,  for  eveiy  iOOl.  of  that  stock,  receive  in  lieu 
thereof  30<M.  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  4  per  c«itf.  To  his 

■  Secanriiwof  Dr.Btio'*  wr)Iingtonih«tabi»t  oTthc  Gntnea  oTtfaitkingdom, 
<ce.  ftc.  Bj  Willius  Moigin,  F.  H.  S.  1799  j  tUo,  a  Life  of  Dr.  Piicc,  luslf  pub- 
Uihtti. 

■f-  Lord  SUDbopc  coodadei  tbit  wotk  by  iheiiing  thit  ihi  melhod  kIojiihI  bj  the 
Miniitsi  ir]ll  not  uuwct  *nj  one  dalinitioD  oft  good  pUn  for  ih(  Tsdeinptiun  oF  tbe  m- 
tkMul  debt.  "  A  pUn,"  uji  hji  Lordihip,  "  which  neiihcr  piyi  off  nmcb  debt  in  time 
of  potl,  nor  imarti  lu  being  nilcniMd  !n  time  at  mr,  ia  ■  plui  10  ddnde  iht  pabU«. 
And  ihi  pmeM  Minialer,  who  don  not  man  la  delude  the  public,  doei  evidentif  de- 
lude himMlf.  He  thinlci,  no  doubc,  that  bii  plan  for  rednming  ihe  niiionit  debt  i>  to 
nn  the  mlioa ;  and  if  it  be  well  miitaged,  it  BDiineaiionabI  j  nu^  aan  It.  But  If  it  b> 
conducted  in  the  mtj  propoaed  bj  tbe  bill  now  belbt*  tbe  Houae  of  Ctmmana,  we  ilull 
Daitkei  ploGt  bj  the  peace,  norbeprepated  for  war.  Wema;r'*^*^P  thepnaent  &r*iuh 
•Uc  ^ppaniiDiif  t^  reatMing  oui  fisuea,  and  aach  tn  o^wtanitjn^pKlMftDMti 
1 
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Lcodship's  work  are  subjoined,  by  way  of  ^ipemdiceB,  Beveral 
tables,  founded  on  calculationi,  upon  tbe  accuracy  of  which 
he  was  enabled  to  confide,  having  them  all  made  under  his  own 
ui^>ection,  and  pradng  the.  truth  of  each  separate  reaolt  by 
means  c^  the  arithmetical  machine  invented  by  himself  before 
alluded  to. 

Ilie  supposed  influence  and  corruption  so  visible  in  certain 
ijuarters,  during  tbe  prt^ess  oftheAmericanwar,  had  naturally 
produced  an  universal  sensation  at  its  clos^  and  many  cities  and 
counties  accordingly  associated  for  the  express  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  more  equal  representatitm  in  tbe  Commons  Home  of 
Parliament.  On  this  occasion,  Earl  Stanhope  (then  Lord 
Mahon)  was  chosen  one  t^  the  Deputies  for  Kent,  and  Chair- 
insa  (tf  the  Kentish  Committee.  In  virtue  of  his  office^  he  en- 
texed  into  a  correqtondenoe  with  Mr.  Wyville,  Chairman  of 
theYoriEshire  Association;  and  kept  up  an  intercourse  with  Sir 
Geoi^  Saville ;  his  brother-in-law  Mr.  Pitt,  then  a  itreifuous 
advocate  for  this  measure;  tt^^ether  with  the  late  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, and  a  variety  c£  celebrated  men.  All  these,  and  many 
more,  actually  met  in  convendon  soon  after  in  the  metropolis, 
and  debated  on  this  important  subject  in  the  Guildhall  of  the 
city  of  London. 

During  the  illness  of  His  Majesty  in  1 788,  Earl  Stanhope 
gave  his  dedded  suj^rt  to  the  measures  of  an  administration 
odious  to  him  in  other  points  of  view,  when  the  Regency  i^  . 
was  discussed.     He  contended,  that  in  the  case  of  a  vacancy 


pnxnt  iutlf  tgtf  n.  Mr.  Rit'i  plui,  fvw  ihe  reuoni  I  Wc  tuigmd  iborc,  m^  be  dw 
nauu  of  iDroWtng  at  in  nn,  in  which  wc  might  oihcrwiie  nerei  be  engaged.  And 
tboac  ne*  wan  mijp  arcuniiiliie  inch  k  low!  of  new  debt  Dpoo  the  nxion,  thit, 
.(TtD  vhen  inother  peace  ihill  ttme,  the  people  Uj  noi  be  able  to  bear  the  enoimaua 
might  ofaddiiionaliaiea  which  It  would  (faenba  neceuuTtoUTiinDtderloprandeaDO- 
fbtr  linliti^  fuiwl.  Mr.  Piit'a  projecl,  therefore,  naji  bring  min  upon  ibii  country. 
Bat  1  tincerelj  hope  and  irasi,  tbai  it  witi  be  dieied  bj  patliaiDent.  tirj  I  an  erea 
iWigune  enough  tobo|<e,  that  the  MinUter  binKlf  will  re-coniidet  hi>  Ent  opiaion,  and 
ihMlit  win,  wiih  a  andonr  that  wnuld  do  him  ererlaniog  honoar,  adopt  ciiber  iIk  ipe- 
d^  pbo  which  I  haia  propoaed,  or  araoe  other  pUn  which  abaD  be  founded  ob  them 
loditg  priDciplea  whidi  I  hare  laid  down  Aon,  and  without  which  it  will  eridenltf  be 
ImpMBible  for  hhn  to  accompliah  the  great  anf 'deunblc  otqect  lo  cletily  pointed  out  in 
tbt  pminble  of  hU  own  bill." 
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of  the  Throng  or  the  interruption  of  the  personal  exercise  of  the 
Royal  authority,  the  two  Houses  of  Parhament  possessed  both 
the  ri^t,  and  the  power,  to  make  the  necessary  provision  to 
supply  the  defici^icy.  His  Lordship  supported  his  reasoning  by 
a  r^^nce  to  the  conditions  on  which  the  Prince  of  Orange 
and  the  Princess  Mary  had  accepted  the  Crown;  and  likewise 
the  mode  and  manner  by  which  the  electoral  family  of  Brunswick 
was  elevated  to  the  throne  of  these  realms.  But  above  all  things 
he  contended,  insisted,  and  'declared,  that  all  just  and  Inti- 
mate authority,  could  be  derived  from  the  people  alone. 

After  a  speech  from  the  Duke  of  York,  which  contained 
many  seutunents  in  strict  unison  with  the  Constitution,  Earl 
Stanhope  made  an  effort  to  have  those  s^itiments  recorded,  ob- 
serving, "  that  the  conununication  was  loo  important  to  be  suf- 
fered to  remain  in  fleeting  words,  which  could  not  be  handed 
down  to  posterity  to  grasp  and  quote  as  a  proof  of  the  existence 
of  an  essential  part  of  the  Constitution."  * 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1789,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  care  of 
His  'M^eaty's  royal  person>.  and  for  the  administration  of  the 
royal  authority  during  the  continuance  of  His  Majesty's  illness." 
In  this  bill  was  a  clause  restraining  the  Regent  from  giving  his 
assent  to  any  bill  or  bills  for  repealing  the  Act  of  Usifornuty. 
Lord  Stanhope  on  tills  occasion,  in  a  speech  of  considerable 
length,  manifested  his  attention  to,  and  knowledge  o^  all  Uu 
various  statutes  which  still  exist  in  fiill  force  against  persons 

*  The  folknriiK!  ii  an  CKtnct  from  li'u  Rovil  Highnrw't  ipeFch,  u  rrpnrtfd  in  the 
Parl'unieniuj  Dfbatci.  "  He  enlirel;  tptcd  with  the  noble  Lorik  who  liail  eipreiied 
iheiT  wiiha  lo  tvolcl  anj  question  which  tended  to  indon  m  dlscunion  on  ibe  Tighu  of 
the  Prince  of  Wtlet.  tlie  &ct  n>  pliin,  thit  nu  luch  claim  of  right  had  been  DMde 
on  ihe  paii  of  the  Prince )  «iid  hi  wu  too  confident  that  Hii  Rojal  Highncsa  nndentood 
too  irell  the  ncred  pHntipiei  which  sealed  the  House  of  Brunswick  on  ibe  throne  of 
Great  BriUin,  ever  to  uaume  or  eiercise  an]'  power,  be  Ills  claim  what  it  might.  Dot  de- 
Hied  fri«n  the  will  of  the  people,  exjirCBScd  by  iheir  RepreaeniatiTei  and  b;  i}iei[ 
Lordihip  in  Pir1i*ment  luembled.  Such,  he  aaid,  wen  the  leniimenii  of  in  honest 
heart,  equally  influenced  h^  duij  and  affection  to  his  Roj&l  Father,  and  b;  attichmcDI  to 
ilie  constitutional  rights  of  hia  subjects  i  and  he  was  cnnrii lent,  that  Ifliis  Rojnl  Brotlier 
were  to  aJdma  them,  in  hit  place,  u  a  Peer  of  the  Realm,  theie  were  the  (tDtlment* 
which  he  wouhl  dininnlf  «tow."      See  Dd>mt'a  Firliamentiiy  Rentier,  vrf.  36. 
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wbo  dissent  tram  (he  eatabUabed  religion  of  the  country.  He 
commented,  with  great  severity,  intermixed  with  aoaie  ridicule 
and  pleasantry,  upoa  the  cruelty,  absurdity,  and  contrariety  of 
these  laws,  Viewing,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  had  been  passed 
in  the  days  t^  darkness  and  ignorance,  by  persons  who  had  as 
little  regard  for  religion  as  humanity.  Some  of  them,  he  un- 
dertook to  prove,  contained  rank  blasphemy;  and  after  quoting 
the  authorides  of  tlie  late  Earls  of  Chatham  and  Mansfield, 
who,  though  known  to  have  acted  on  very  different  principles 
in  most  questions  of  a  public  important  nature,  cordially 
agreed  on  the  subject  of  religious  toleration,  he  moved  an 
amendment,  to  prevent  any  new  difficulty  being  placed,  by  the 
Regency  Bill,  in  the  way  of  the  repeal  of  the  Test  Act  This 
amendment  was  opposed  by  the  Bidi*^,  and  lost. 

We  find  Lord  Stanhope  i^dn  on  the  18th  of  May  attanpt- 
ing  to  obtain  a  r^eal  of  certain  severe  laws  *,  which  still  re- 
main on  our  statute-books  to  the  disgrace  of  the  country ;  and 

*  Ai  u  iatrodimiDn  to  ifait  motion,  1il>  Lordihip  b(f£«i  leave  to  nintuin  ibont 
one-ienih  pan  of  the  absurd  ectlebjaiiical  lam  of  thli  coumrj,  being  ronvinced  tlial 
moit  tluD  thii  would  not  be  uenuary  to  induce  the  Hauae  la  adopt  the  bill  which  h* 
deai^vd  to  pToposa,     A  few  of  tbeie  we  will  inaert  la  this  place. 

Under  the  head  of  lawt  oboat  gniig  (o  chunk,  we  find  one  hy  which  ii  ii  enicced 
Aat  tvtrj  pennn  ia  lo  go  tochuTch  every  Sunday  and  hcdida]',  or  to  fbcTeit  one  ahiUlng. 
Another  makes  it  a  pciulty  of  301.  or  the  forfeiture  of  two-thiida  of  ihe  offieadei'i  pn>- 
perrf,  at  Ihe  praucator'i  oplvm,  for  anj  person  who  absents  himiclf  from  church  toe  1 
month.  A  third  law  enaclg,  that  every  person  who  refuses  10  go  to  church  ihatl  be 
committed  to  prieoa  till  be  will  go.  And  eterj'  peraon  ahall  pay  lol.  par  month  fbi 
every  Kiviiit,  for  every  nsitor,  and  also  foe  every  servant  of  r%fiij  vlsitur,  ia  his  «- 
her  house,  who  does  not  go  to  church. 

Among  the  latea  ahmil  rila,  &o,  i<  la  enacicd,  thtt  in  casta  of  heresy  or  inconii' 
nency,  or  refusing  to  have  ■  child  bapuKd,  or  refusiog  to  receive  the  comaonion  at 


n  the  etut 


,  persona 


fognd  guilty  In  any  of  these  rr'pcctt  shill  be  exFoininuDicBted,  thai 
^lUliEed  to  be  B  wiinCH  ia  any  cause  ;  to  act  at  an  executor ;  lo  buy  or  to  sell ;  la 
bring  an  action  for  (he  recovery  of  a  debt ;  or  eien  (o  have  chriaiian  buriat.  His 
Ltirdsliip  proceed]  to  menlion  several  other  curious  laws  tllll  in  existence,  of  which  we 
mtl  enumcraip  only  thrie.  The  ^»  makes  it  impriaonment  and  Forfeiture  of  all 
goods  and  chaiiels  lo  apnrt  women  wiibout  a  licence  from  the  King.  The  ucond 
fixea  a  penalty  of  10^  upon  a  man  who  is  found  guilty;  either  I.  Of  cutting  out  a 
beast's  tongoe  j  or  :i.  Of  burning  a  cart ;  or  3.  Of  barking  an  apple  tree  )  or  4.  Of 
cutting  cff  tlie  eaii  of  any  of  His  Msjesty's  subjects  j  and  a  third  law  makea  it  highly 
penal  to  conjure  up  tpirila  from  the  dead,  or  to  feed  ihem,  when  raised,  either  with 
aoimal  or  v^jetafale  food.  —  Set  Faitiamentary  Segisler.    Debrett. 
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which,  at  any  future  dayi  mi^t  be  resorted  to  as  instruments 
of  oppressitHi  and  ruin  to  multitudeB  of  the  most  yaluoble  mem- 
bers of  the  commuQity.  He  avowed  that  the  principle  by 
which  he  waa  actuated  waa,  that  no  man  had  any  right  to 
oppress  another ;  that  hber^  of  conscience,  freedom  of  in- 
vestigation in  matters  of  religion,  and  the  right  of  private 
judgment,  were  the  indefeasible  and  unalienable  ri^ts  of  man- 
kind ;  and  that  it  was  wholly  upon  that  sacred  right  of  private 
judgment  that  the  Protestant  religion  itself  was  founded.  The 
bill  introduced  by  his  Lordship  into  the  House  of  Peers, 
enacted,  "  TTiat  all  persons  (Papists  excepted")  shall  have 
free  liberty  to  exerdse  their  rehgion ;  and  by  speaking  writ- 
ing, printing,  publishing,  preaching  and  teaching,  to  instruct 
persons  in  the  duties  of  religion,  in  such  ^nanner  as  every  such 
pCTson  respectively  shall  judge  the  most  conducive  to  promote 
virtue,  the  happiness  of  society,  and  the  eternal  fe^city  of 
mankind."  This  bill,  ailer  a  debate,  in  which  several  of  the 
Bishops  took  a  share,  was  thrown  out. 

It  waa  during  this  discussion  that  Lord  Stanhope,  in  reply 
to  some  observations  made-by  Viscount  Stormont,  declared 
his  resolution  of  persevering  in  the  cause  in  which  he  had 
engaged,  and  "  that  if  the  right  reverend  Bench  of  Bishops 
would  not  suffer  him  to  load  away  their  rubbish  by  i»rt-tulls, 
he  would  endeavour  to  carry  it  away  in  wheel-barrows,  and 
if  that  mode  of  removal  were  resided,  he  would  take  it  away, 
if  possiUe,  with  a  spade  a  little  at  a  time." 

Earl  Stanhope,  but  little  discouraged  by  the  &te  of  this  bill, 
immediately  gave  notice  of  another  which  he  meant  to  in- 
troduce for  the  purpose  of  repealing  an  act  of  the  27th  of 
Henry  the  Eighth,  and  thereby  to  prevent  vexatious  suits 
relative  to  prosecutions  for  tithes  &om  Quakers.  When  his 
Lordship  moved  for  the  commitment  of  this  bill,  he  instanced 
several  cases  of  very  considerable  hardship,  which  had  but  just 
occurred,  and  which  were  likely  to  ruin  the  persons  so  a£- 

•  Hi>  Lordihip  made  i  dittinclion  bctmra  Papiita  and  Cubolic  DiMenten.  Thii 
diailnciion  it  well  Qliutratcd  in  tn  exnilcnt  work,  cntillrd,  "  A  moden  Apologj  (ur 
the  Boma  Catholia  aTGitu  Briuui,"  &i:.  &e. 
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fected*.  Although  the  &cts  adduced  by  hii  Lordship  re- 
mained  uncontradicted  and  undefended  by  any  noble  Peer, 
yet  the  bill  was  rgected. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  die  period  v/hea  the  Bastile  was 
ci^tared  by  the  citizens  of  Paris,  and  the  foundation  of  that 
revolution  laid,  whidi,  for  many  years,  became  the  astonish- 
m^it  of  all  mankind.  Never  did  the  world  wlbiess  an  event 
ao  momentous  as  this;  its  consequences  seemed  to  eet  cal- 
culation at  defiance,  llie  prospects  which  it  offered  in- 
terested every  bosom:  while  some  contemplated  its  probable 
effects  with  abhorrence  and  terror ;  others,  among  whom  was 
certainly  Earl  Stanhope,  considered  it  as  the  most  glorious 
event  that  the  page  of  history  ever  recorded :  an  event  pre^ 
nant  with  inestimable  consequences  to  future  ages. 

Such  was  bis  Lordship's  opinion  at  the  commenc^nent  of 
the  Revolution;  and  &om  this,  we  bdieve,  he  never  once 
deviated. 

In  the  year  1788,  £arl  Stanhope  had  met,  in  conjunction 
with-  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  great  respectability,  to  cele- 
brate the  centenary  of  the  Revolution  in  England.  These 
,^entlemen  formed  themselves  into  a  society  for  the  "  purpose 
of  causing  the  principles  of  the  Revolution  to  be  well  under- 
stood, extensively  propagated,  and  firmly  maintiuned;  to  pre- 
serve the  glorious  fabric  of  the  British  Constitution ;  and  to 
transmit  the  invaluable  blessings  of  public  freedom  to  pos- 
terity' unimp^red  and  improved."  This  soaety  was  deno- 
minated the  "  Revolution  Society;"  a  conmiittee  of  which 
was  appointed  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  other  so- 
cieties meeting  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  the  same 
gaieral  purposes. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Revolution  Society  on  No- 

•  At  CoTenlTj  lir  Qiafcera  hid  be«n  proKCuicd  for  rcfuiing  to  ftj  Eut»  offeTingi, 
which  in  the  whole  UBounted  to  bul  two  ihilJingi.  For  ihii  lum  ihcjr  had  btcn  bcought 
Into  the  S(htitu>I  CbuTt,  <he  eipcnca  of  Hhirh  amountH  lo  16il.  ]  U.  bctidt*  iheit 
om  proMor'*  bill,  which  iru  ias(.  li.  6d.  Thm,  iRite*d  of  two  thlUuie*  ihej  bid 
neulj  3001.  to  piy  in  congeqiwnce  oF  rcligiooi  >crap1». 

At  Wncaier  >  nun  of  •ome  propenr  hwl  been  impriuncd  in  tht  comnon  jail  Tot 
Mfunne  (o  paj  hU  tilhci,  whidi  anunnitcd  to  onlj  £n  thilling*. 
P 
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ymim  th<L  ith^  I783>  Earl  Stanlu^  WW  (^3M  \9  thf  ^fasir. 
The  destnictioB  of  th^  Bastile,  which  bad  ^i^[){wn«d  in  the 
July  previously  to  this  meeting,  was  an  event  which  tctj 
ji»twr«Uy  excited  the  attention  of  persons  assenttiied  on  such 
^  occasion,  and  for  the  AYOwed  purpose  of  c^ebrating  the 
dHtruoUon  of  tyranny  in  Epgland-  Accordixi^  Dr.  Price, 
w^p  in  the  ibnner  part  of  the  d^y  had  preached  his  cde- 
br^fed  discourse  on  the  love  of  one's  country,  moved  a  coi> 
gr^ti^aUtry  a4dTeBS  to  the  National  Assgmbly  of  France*. 
This  motion  iyas  carried  unanimously,  and  the  ehainnan  was 
rsc^H^ilj^d  to  transmit  it  to  Paris. 

Th^  Archbishop  of  Aii^  President  of  the  National  Assem- 
bly, returned  a  very  respectful  answer  to  the  address,  accpDOc 
panied  with  a  friendly  and  patriotic  letter  to  the  noble  £arl. 
After  this,  many  other  addresses  were  recaved  by  the  Re- 
volution Society  of  London,  &o#  a  variety  of  patriotic  ataeor 
Uies  held  in  diflbrait  parts  of  France,  to  which  Lord  Stasr* 
ififpe,  as  Ch^nnan  of  tlie  Committer  was  called  upcnt  to 
K^ly.  His  I^ordship's  answers  wer^  all  anii^ted  wijlt  an 
vdeqt  spirit  of  freedom,  and  with,  the  sanguine  hope  that 
the  Revohition  in  France  would  be  the  ineaps  of  unitii^  the 
two  countries  by  bonds  of  the  strictest  alliance.  "  M^y  Hea-! 
Tcm,"  aaya  he,  in  reply  to  M.  I'Abb^  Volfius,  "  Ue«s  the  world 
«rith  an  union  so  deeirable,  and  suffer  no  partial  interests  or 
popular  violences  to  prevent  the  citizens  of  Fruice  from  en- 
joying all  the  blessings' that  can  be  derived  from  a  wis^  and 
^q^taUe,  Knd  free  constitution  of  govermneM." 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  British  PfurUament  in  Febniaiy, 

■  Tlie  ■ddien  wu  u  followi^ 

*'  "nie  Socieiji  for  eommcinoraiing  the  EcTolution  in  Gnat  Briiain,  disdtiiiiiig  M' 
tiling  putblitiu,  tnd  rejoicing  in  mry  t[iam[Ji  of  liberty  and  jiuiio  onr  tA'anij 
power,  oficr  to  the  Nitionil  Aeumblr  of  France  iheir  amgniulitioiu  on  the  rerolu- 
tion  in  tbat  counirr,  and  on  the  pcoipect  it  gLvee  to  thr.  tno  fint  kingdom  is  the  wofld, 
of  aeommoo  panidjiation  in  the  himinga  oTrinl  and  reli^iotu  Ubenj.  -- 

"  Tkej  cannot  helji  adding  theti  ardent  vi^iea  of  a  liappy  acltlemeni  of  id  inptartant 
k  molaiioB,  and  at  the  nine  tima  aprCHing  the  paiticolar  latia&etioD  with  irtiidi  ihej 
reflect  on  the  tendency  of  the  giorioia  eumple  gircn  in  France  to  (sconrage  odier 
Datiana  lo  aiacrt  the  itnaUeitatiB  rtghu  of  mankind,  and  therebj  to  itirodnca  a  genual 
refimutkia  ia  the  goveraaauta  of  Saropa,  and  toniaJn  the  vMld&Haud  happj." 


Dcinzeaoy  Google      , 


UntS  STAHHOTK.  ^11 

ITWS  Mr.  Burke  atta<ted  -the  rVrach  Rev<Jution  in  terms 
of  the  most  unqualified  censttre.  He  held  up  the  RevoluticFiI 
Society  here  as  a  (XHnbinatJon  of  wicked  persons,  who  had 
shewn  a  strong  disposition  to  imitate  the  French  spirit  of 
reform.  This  speech  was  published  by  Mr.  Burke  in  a  se- 
parate pamphlet :  to  which  Lord  Stanhope  repKed  in  a 
TM-y  spirited  letter  addressed  to  that  Ti^t  honourable  gen- 
tleman *.  In  this  letter  his  Lordship  avows  his  approbatirai 
of  the  French  Revolution;  defends  the  proceedings  of  the 
Society  in  London;  calls  on  the  pubhc  to  judge  for  them- 
selves, whether  the  address  sent  by  them  to  the  National 
Assembly,  and  signed  by  him  as  chairman,  be  not  an  act 
deserving  praise  rather  than  blame. 

In  the  year  1792,  Mr.  Fox  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  his  famous  Libel  Bill,  which,  when  it  was  brought 
into  the  Upper  House  of  Parliament,  Lord  Stanhope  defended 
in  all  its  stages.  The  importance  of  the  doctrines  contained  in 
this  bill,  and  the  opposition  it  met  with  from  some  quarters,  in- 
duced his  Lordship  fo  pnblidi  a  small  octavo  volume  on  the 
ittihject,  entitled  "  The  Rights  of  Juries  defended,  together 
with  Authorities  of  Law  in  support  of  those  Rights,  and  the 
Objections  to  Mr.  Fox's  Libel  Bill  refuted." 

"niis  work  may,  perhaps,  be  considered  as  a' careful  report 
of  the  speeches  made  by  his'  Lordship  in  Parliament.  IDs 
reasoning  Is  in  general  clear  and  convincing ;  his  arguments 
.  drawn  from  legal  authority  appear  Indisputable;  and  his  ze^ 
for  the  Uberty  of  the  subject  is  every  where  evident.  TTie  con- 
chiding  paragraph  of  the  work  will  exhibit  very  properly  the 
temper  and  spirit  c^  the  whole.  Speaking  of  the  trial  by  jury, 
his  Lord^ip  says : 

**  One  citadel,  howet^r,  has  widistood  the  ai^e ;  one  im- 
portant fort  has  alone  successfiiHy  resisted  the  attacks  that 
have  been  made  upon  it.  It  has  resisted  for  ages ;  it  has 
neither  been  destroyed  by  sap  nor  taken  by  storm.  If,  there- 
fore, we  are  still  a  Jree  nation ;  if  this  kingdom  is  the  richest, 

*  Set  ■■  A  Letln  ima  Earl  Sianhope  to  tht  Right  Hnnoumble  EdnuBil  Burltci 
eMUiiiun^a  BtionADtweirto-hUlUe  Speech  oa  ilieFrencli  Rentlutiou." 

p  2  _ 

Google 


312  LORD  STANHOPE. 

and  the  most  proi^ierouB  country  that  at  this  momBit  exists  in 
Eun^)^  we  owe  it  to  that  stronghold  and^finiress  of  ike  people, 
to  that  impregnable  Gibraltar  of  the  English  Constitution, 
the  Tkial  by  Jury.  This  is  that  invaluable  Bulwark  afU,- 
herty,  which  the  legislature  has  lately  protected,  ^  and  will,  I 
trust,  ever  continue  to  protect :  at  least  I  shall  consider  it  as 
one  of  my  most  essentitd  duties  to  defend  it  steadUy  to  the  last 
hour  of  my  life." 

At  the  close  of  this  year,  Parliament  was  suddenly  assembled, 
the  Tower  of  London  fortified,  and  other  measures  taken  which 
indicated  on  the  part  of  ministers  some  fear  of  impending  dan- 
gers; hut  which,  to  persons  acquiunted  with  ministerial  secrets, 
were,  at  the  time,  considered  only  as  a  prelude  to  a  war  against 
the  French  Republic.  Accordingly,  in  January  1793,  every 
preparation  was  made  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and 
the  French  Ambassador  was  ordered  to  leave  the  kingdom 
within  a  given  period.  To  these  measures  Lord  Stanhope  made 
a  most  steady  and  decided  opposition.  Iq  the  House  of  Peers 
he  undertook  to  prove  that,  both  by  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  commercial  treaty,  the  act  of  aggression  was  committed  on 
the  part  of  this  country ;  it  having  been  stipulated  by  that 
&mous  treaty,  that  the  sending  away  a  minister  should  be  con- 
sidered as  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  war. 

With  respect  to  this  war,  which  is  now  happily  ^nished,  it 
would  ill  become  us  to  of^  any  remarks ;  otherwise  than  as 
they  are  connected  with  the  opposition  which  Lord  Stanhope 
has  uniformly  g^ven  to  it.  Nor  is  it  our  intention  to  notice  all 
Iiis  Lordship's  exertions  on  this  subject :  it  will  be  sufficient 
if  we  refer  to  a  few  motions  made  by  him  in  the  House  of 
Peers.  On  the  23d  of  January,  1794,  Lord  Stanhope,  at  the 
concluEi<»i  of  an  able  speech,  moved,  "  That  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  humbly  to  represent  to  his 
Majesty,  that  t]i£  French  Nation  has  expressly  recognized  this 
sacred  principle,  '  That  no  country  possesses  the  right  to  in- 
terfere with  another  independent  nation;'  to  state  to  I£8 
Majesty,  that  in  the  118th  and  119th  articles  of  the  Constjta- 
tioQ,  th^  have  declared,  that  the  French  people  is  the  friend 
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and  natural  ally  of  every  free  people,  anil  that  it  does  not  in- 
t^ere  in  the  GoTerranent  of  other  nations :  humbly,  therefore,' 
to  beseech  His  Majesty,  in  his  e<piity  and  justice,  to  acknow- 
ledge THE  Fkench  Republic,  and  thereby  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  speedy  reconciliation  And  a  peimanent  peace." 

His  Lordship's  motion  was  rgected ;  and  from  the  drcum- 
stance  of  standing  alone  in  the  division  on  this  and  some  other 
subsequent  occasions,  he  obt^ed  generally  the  title  of  the 
minority  of  one.  In  the  coarse  of  the  debate  Lord  Stanhc^ 
investigated  at  large  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  resources  of 
France,  both  as  they  respected  men,  moaey,  and  warlike  stores. 
He  deprecated  the  mode  resorted  to  by  the  allied  powers  of 
carrying  on  the  war.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  suggested  by 
some  members  of  Administration,  of  endeavouring  to  starve 
the  people  of  France.  He  shewed  that  it  was  become  the  in- 
terest of  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  that  country,  that  the 
Revolution  should  be  permanent,  and  being  their  interest,  that 
all  the  powers  of  Europe  could  not  overthrow  it :  he  defended 
the  IVench  Nation  from  the  cliarge  of  atheism,  which  had  been 
esbibited  gainst  it,  and  declared,  that  from  his  own  know- 
ledge, the  only  atheists  in  France  were  the  class  of  the  aris- 
tocrats, among  whom  the  foremost  were  some  of  the  dignified 
clergy. 

On  the  3lEt  day  of  the  same  month.  Lord  Stanhope 
moved  in  the  House  of  Lords,  "  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty,  that  this  House  has  been  informed 
that  Thomas  Muir,  Esq.  who  was  tried  before  the  High  Court 
of  Justiciary,  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  upon 
a  charge  of  sedition,  has  been  condemned,  and  sentenced  to 
be  transported  beyond  seas  for  the  space  of  fourteen  years : 
and  further  to  represent  to  His  Majesty,  that  the  House  in- 
tends to  proceed  without  delay,  to  esamine  the  circumstances 
of  such  condemnation,  and  of  such  sentence:  and  therefore 
humbly  to  beseech  His  Majesty,  that  the  said  Thomas  Muir» 
Esq.  may  not  be  transported  beyond  seas,  until  this  House 
shall  have  had  sufficient  time  to  make  such  examination." 
Had  this  motion  been  carried,  it  was  his  Lordship's  inten- 
pS 

Dcinzeaoy  Google 


914  LOBD  STANHiXn:. 

tiop  to  huM^  moved  t^e  same  kiad  (^address  in  b^alf  of  the 
other  pemHis,  viz.  Ilioiiiaa  Fisbe  Folmer,  &c.  who  had  httn 
QHtd^nned  to  suffer  siniilar  punisbnienta.  But  the  Houie  re* 
fiuliig  to  agree  to  the  address.  Lord  Stanhope  immediatdy 
entered  on  the  Jouhmls  a  very  spirited  and  argumentative  pro-  . 
taet*,  in  whidi  he  shewed  that  the  proceedings  against  Mr. 
MdiT'  were  directly  hostile  to  decasiona  of  the  Hoiue  of  Lords 
in  the  csiic  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq. 

■DlMCDticnt.  1>I.  Bcrauie  the  aKending  lo  the  due  Kdis'inislnlion  of  juitin,  ud 
the  viichipgUTCr  the  conduct  of  ihenrunu  Cooni  ia  ihit  kingJon,  i>  OBt  ofiheniMi 
BDponaDt  bnncbet  of  llii  biuinaa  of  thi>  House,  ami  ii  tx  ill  timet  alio  one  of  its 
most  taiential  dal'm. 

3dlj,  Bei»i^eit  obriotulj^petra  tobepr^r  ta»u>InelDtoth*iiutiu  lod  lt|«- 
Ihj  of  &  ienteTH?e  belbre  it  iaetecaud,  intl  not  lo  permit  it  to  be  eiecuif  d  Bnl,  and  then 
toenmine  into  iu  juiiice  lod  legality  afieinrdg. 

odlj,  Bccan*e  for  Hsnt  of  auch  timely  intaferenCB  on  die  part  of  th*  Howe,  it  hi» 
fotmerl;  happened,  that,  within  «  short  tima,  nu  lew  than  four  uijiut  ind  illegal  jude- 
ineDti  were  actual}  carried  into  execution,  as  ippcan  firom  thereipeciiveaitaiadenofdie 
iODOcent  lufiercti  having  been  afierw^di  rerened  and  tuade  vnid  (when  h  wai  too  late) 
bj  four  Bcu  of  Parliainent,  riiuIb  and  paued  in  the  Gnt  jearofiba  re'iga  of  ibeirW 
Majeslin  King  Williaiu  and  Queen  Msrj,  namely,  in  ihe  caiei  of  Al'dernumComiih, 
Aliea  LUe,  AlgerDon  Sidnij.and  Lord  Roigel. 

4(bl]'.  Became  it  ia  cnnirary  to  ihc  firit  and  iminutable  piDciplat  of  natural  juMkfl> 
that  inj  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  a  de&ndini  iLonld  be  biought  before  a  Jury  ina  cfl- 
Buoal  piOKCUtioD,  "  ihat  ii,  only  collaieral,  EOtin  iisuej  norneceuarj  in  the  Condii' 

Mhly.  Became  k  is  noi  (nor  onghtto  be)  eanpetcDt  for  a  poiecatorto  produce  any 
endenee  to  tupport  any  mailer  that  ia  not  chained  in  (he  iiidicticent ;  iliat  ia  to  iaf, 
diiiincilj  and  preciiely  charged,  and  not  by  mere  epithet  orgineral  wordi,  audi  a»c^ 
preiaion,  lediiion,  lexation,  or  the  like. 

Gthly.  BecauiG  in  like  manner  it  i>  noi  (nor  ought  lo  be)  Fompelent  Ibra  proieeaiOT 
to  pmdoce  any  evidence  tti  prove  any  crioie  to  have  been  comoiilteil  by  ■  deTnulant,  in 
any  other  paniculu  iban  ihainherein  it  li  in  the  iDdlciment  eipreiily  cbar|ie4  tohave 


yth^.  Because  no  luch  proccedinga  as  those  above  slated,  ncranj  of  them,  canbe 
juuified  under  pretence,  tlial  "  if  il  had  hten  necessary  to  sprnfy  in  the  mdiiliaeHt  aU 
ihtfncis  ogaixuf  the  defenda7d,llitindiclmenl  would  have  icveredfby  its  niBg,niUi4e,tht 
KioBf  qf  the  Crmrt."*     And, 

SiMy.  Beeauie  in  one  yeai  of  the  Itial  of  Warren  Haiilngs,  Esquire,  namely,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  ibere  mere  no  leia  than  four  irMonnJtU 
House  of  Lordi  upon  this  subject,  vii-onthe  asihdiy  of  Febrniry,  when  the  Lorda 

"That  the  Manager!  for  iheComBKMS  banotadmitled  toemeridenct  of  tbeunfil- 
neas  of  Kelleiam  Cot  the  appointment  ofbeing  a  renter  of  certain  lands  b  tli«poviw< 
of  Babari  the  &et  of  nch  unlitiicB  of  the  eaid  Kelleram  not  being  chuged  In  (ha 


■  See  the  t.ord  Advoeaie'a  speech  on  Ml.  M«ii'>  Uiat 
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Am  one  (^  the  Judges  in  Mr.  HastingB's  caus^  no  tnaa  at- 
toidsd  his  duly  more  regultUrly  and  consdentiou^y,  for  several 
yeord,  than  Earl  Stanhope,  He  considered  an  impeachment 
of  a  aervant  of  the  public,  by  the  Commons  of  England,  as  an 
ol^ect  of  great  national  importance.  And  though  he  highfy 
dis^iproved,  in  many  instances,  the  conduct  of  the  managers  of 
diat  trial,  particularly  the  rancour,  ill-nature,  and  malignity 
nunijested  by  Mr.  Burke ;  and  the  protraction  of  the  trial  to 
the  lei^;th  of  so  many  years ;  yet  from  the  time  of  the  com- 
meaeetAmt^  till  the  month  of  May  1794,  his  Lordship  never 
wM  absent  a  single  quarter  of  an  hour.  He  was  not  more  re- 
guhur  in  his  attendance  than  anxious  to  understand  the  whole 
mmta  of  the  cause,  in  order  that  justice  might  be  done  to  thti 
{Hiaoner  at  the  bar,  as  well  as  to  the  pnblic.  He  was  assiduous 
in  t^dng  notes  in  every  part  of  the  evidence!  he  cross-exa^ 
min^  witnesses;  and  frequently  silenced  Mr.  "BaTke,  iHien  he 


"  "nut  ii  it  Dot  coiDifeicnE  ffl  (ha  Muageh  &t  the  Gmimam  to  pot  tL^  fUlowlng 

qaation  to  the  wiioen  upon  the  (cvenlh  irilclc  ef  ctmge,  vii.  —  Whctbcr  laan  of- 

'  pnulou  did  aciiully  exist  uiiduthe  neir  inttitutioD  thin  under  the  old?  " 

And  igda  on  the  iSihof  Mi;,«hen  the  Kodh  of  Lordi  mohrd, 

"  Tlut  it  ia  not  competenc  lo  ihs  Managtn  for  the  Comraoni  to  give  rridtnce  of 

"  !»  ictuallj  commiited  bj  Deby  Sing:  the  iBine  not  being  charged  in  the 


And  leiin  on  the  9d  of  Jane,  wiMn  the  Laid)  molrtd, 

"  Th«  ic  ii  not  lOiopeteBt  for  the  M»ntgep»,en  the  pnt  of  the  Commomj  lo  ginB  nij 
etidtnce  upon  the  •evenih  Uiide  of  the  iropiachiiieni  lo  prove  th»t  ihe  letter  of  the  ilh 
vfMij',  i;si,  is  fibc,  in  knfplmcalirthUithit  wherein  kiievpreidj  rhirgednbc 
&l«e." 

The  nid  decision!  of  die  Hoo«  of  Lords  ire  fbunded  upon  principle!  not  peniliu 
to  trUla  by  iiii]Waehraent.  They  are  founded  npon  common  tens*,  nut  od  the  imomti- 
ble  priocipta  •f  juHice.  In  Scoiliud  ihose  principle*  »ripeco1iii1y  neceswrj  lo  b«»J- 
Wed  to,  inumuch  u  by  [be  Im  of  that  pert  of  the  uniitd  iingdom,  *  defmdMit  i> 
ohiigcd  to  produce  ■  complete  list  of  ell  hii  witneui^i  ia  aculpetion,  lix  de;  before  the 
(rill,  ThM  alone  appean  to  me  a  considetsble  hirrlihip.  But  if,  after  i\ich  liit  ii  acTO- 
lUjdelweied  lu  by  the  defemfanl,  any  facli  {or  mppoied  facw)  not  parucularlj  kI  forth 
u  orimei  in  the  indictment,  may  on  ihe  following  day,  for  ihe  firsi  time,  and  withoot  no- 
tice, beiuddenlybroughtoutin  evidence  upiin  the  trial  against  the  dtleiidani,  such  de- 
ftndint,  from  such  an  entrapping  iftode  of  (rial,  may  be  convicted,  although  innocent. 
Such  proceedings  (whethet  supported  or  Qiwuppnrted  by  any  old  Scotch  statute  paucd 
in  arbiinry  times)  ought,!  conceive,  tobe  revised.  For  in  a  frte cotmlry,  Ihen  aught 
ruA  lobeoBeTmidei\fadmimsleringiiatUatoimtnan,'nam^loMr,Haitiagt;  anion 
tfpoatt  mode  of  aininistaing  jialia  to  anMher  man,  namtty  to  Mr.  Miar. 
Se»  Pkribnentuj  Kepawr.  STANHOPE. 
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conceived  him  either  arguing  points  which  were  irrelevant  to 
~  the  matter  charged  in  the  impeachment ;  or  when  he  was  ex- 
amining witnesses  to  facts  unconnected  with  the  euft>ject;  cir- 
cumstances into  which  the  honourable  manager's  indignation 
frequently  led  him. 

Notwithstanding  Lord  Stanhope's  punctuaUty  and  incessant 
attention  to  this  trial  l&r  the  space  of  eeveral  years ;  yet,  when 
Ministers,  under  the  pretence  of  the  discovery  of  a  secret  plot, 
which  has  been  proved  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  never  to  have 
existed  but  in  their  own  minds,  overturned  the  most  valuable 
part  of  tlie  Biitish  Constitution,  by  the  suspension  of  that  bul- 
wark of  British  liberty,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  he  declined 
any  &rther  attendance  as  one  of  Mr.  Hastings's  judges ;  cot> 
ceiving  that,  in  a  country  where  there  is  no  security  for  per- 
sonal fireedom,  courts  of  justice  lose  all  tlieir  native  dignity, 
and  become  the  shadows  and  forms  only  of  what  they  re- 
present t 

Earl  Stanhope,  on  the  4th  of  April,  moved  in  die  House  of 
Peers  a  resolution,  which,  if  carried,  would  have  e£^tually  pre- 
vented His  Majesty's  Ministers  from  interfering  with  the  inter- 
nal ff/oemment  ol  France.  His  Lordship  introduced  this  moti<Hi 
by  a  speech  of  considerable  length :  he  fortified  his  reasoning 
by  references  to  a  sermon  lately  preached  before  that  House 
by  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  and  by  quotations  from  Blackstone't 
Commentaries,  and  Lord  Liverpool's  publication  "  On  the 
Establishment  of  a  National  and  Constitutional  Force."  At 
the  conclusion  of  his  speech  he  quoted  part  of  a  poem  on 
death*,  ascribed  to  Dr.  Forteus,  Bisht^  of  Loudon,  at  the 

•  •'  One  murder  makM  i  Tttltin, 

Mlllioiu  1  hero;  Prince*  (re  prvvileg'd 

Tn  kill,  tod  oumbera  nnclifj  the  crime. 

Ah,  trhj  will  Kinp  furgec  lh»l  iliey  tre  men  ? 

Andounlhiltbejuebrctluen?    Whj  delight 

In  hnniiD  ncriGcs  ?  Why  bunt  the  tie> 

Of  Nuure,  that  ihoold  kail  their  eonli  together 

Id  one  lofi  bond  of  unitj  lod  lore  ?  .  -_ 

Th>j  7*t  iiilt  breaibe  deiiiunion,  iiill  go  odi 

Iiihunnnl)!  iogen'toui,  to  God  out 

Mew  |mni  for  life — new  ttnon  for  the  grave '. 

AiUGccn  of  detibl  <SuU  MMiireb*  dnun 
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same  time  declaring,  thit  what  the  reverend  Prelate  had  a^ 
plied  to  Kings  in  general,  lie  shoold  cxindder  as  diaracteri&tic 
of  arbitrary  Monarchs  only.  His  Lordship,  when  he  had 
finished  his  speech,  asked  the  Bishop  if  he  acknowledged  the 
admirable  lines  just  quoted,  to  which  the  Prdate  is  said  to  have 
rqtlied,  "  thf^  were  not  made  tor  the  present  war !" 

Earl  Stanhope's  zeal  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  a  reform  of 
Parliamait,  and  his  having  acted  in  the  capacity  of  del^^ 
fer  the  county  of  Ka)t»  were  the  oorasion  of  his  being  called 
as  an  evideuce  in  the  tnal  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Tooke  on  the  chaige 
of  high  treason.  He  underwent  a  long  examination,  in  a 
very  clear  and  distinct  manner.  By  calling  his  Lord^p, 
the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Major  Cartwright,  Mr.  I^tt,  and  many 
other  persons  of  high  rank,  Mr.  Tooke  evidently  meant  to 
shew  that  the  "  treasonoMe  practices"  supposed  to  be  committed 
by  him  and  the  other  persons  included  in  the  same  indict- 
ments in  1794,  had,  but  ten  or  twelve  years  before,  been  en- 
gaged in  by  his  very  accusers ;  and  had  been  the  means  o( 
elevating  them  to  the  lugh  stations  which  th^  now  enjoyed. 
The  candid  reader  of  that  great  man's  trial  will,  we  are  sa- 
tisfied, adroit  that  he  established  his  point  to  the  disgrace  and 
confusion  of  those  high  legal  talents  exerted  against  him. 

In  February,'  1795,  one  of  the  largest  meetings  ever  known 
in  London  was  held  to  celebrate  the  hcmourable  acquittals  of 
the  persons  lately  arraigned  for  high  treason.  At  this  meeting 
Earl  Stanhope  was  called  to  the  chair,  from  which  he  delivered 
a  speech  of  considerable  length  with  great  spirit  and  animation. 
This  speech  he  afterwards  published,  t(^;ether  with  an  appen- 
dix on  the  same  subject,  which  obtained  a  very  extensive  dr- 
eulation. 

Lord  Stanhope,  previously  to  this  meeting,  took  a  formal 


Of  aniTeml  empue  growing  up 
Froni  uDiTerMl  rain.     Blui  the  iaigo, 
Gmat  God  or  Horn !  Nof  let  ihj  can 
XJnpitied  viciiina  at  Aotbitioa'i  iliiiDC '." 
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leave  of  the  Home  c^-Feers.  He  hod,  on  d»  fith  of  Jannaiy, 
nude  the  ftdlowing  motion,  which  wm  not  onljr  rgscted,  but  in 
which  he  found  Itimself  entirely  unsiqfported ;  bii  Lordsl^ 
therdbre  concluded,  that  in  the  present  temper  of  die  Hoob^ 
any  efforts  that  tie  could  make  would  be  inefiectnal  to  stop  the 
ravages  of  a  war  which  he  had  d^ecated  from  the  first,  and 
ta  whidi  he  had  uniformly  ffvea  a  fruitless  oppesidon.  His 
Lordship's  resolution  was  this : 

"  Beadvedt  T'kat  tAis  country  ougMt  tua,  and  lOll  w^  itOirfiire 
in  Me  internal  affairs  of  Fraice ;  and  that  it  is  expeHettt  ts-    ■ 
plicitJ^  to  dedare  the  same" 

Although  Lord  Stanhope  had  frequently  stood  a^e  in  tile 
drristons  in  the  House  of  Lords,  yet,  considering  the  simpliCH^ 
and  moderaticxi  of  this  motioi^  it  is  scanxdy  to  be  accounted 
for  why  he  was  not  joined  on  the  present  occasion  by  the  mi- 
nori^.  Whether  his  Lordship  had  detennined,  previously  to 
the  &te  of  his  motion,  to  secede  from  his  du^  as  a  senatW,  or 
whether  be  was  influioced  to  take  this  measure  In  ooaaeqnence 
of  the  reception  he  met  with  from  all  sides  of  the  House,  wc 
cannot  ascertain :  bat  there  is  before  the  puMic  a  very  bold  and 
BHBily  protest  *,mvtHch  be  iuu  assigned  distinctly  the  motives 

•  PBOTBST. 

Jiat.9,  17B5. 

DtttcnticDt.  lit.  Bmiok  ihe  nwtios  mule  for  ilie  House  to  uljinni  mi  pnifn- 
ndty  intended  to  get  rid  of  tba  foOowing  Ucfolntion,  liz.  ■'  Reaoldd,  thit  tbii  coontrj 
oo^t  D«t,  tnd  mil  nMimerfrn  in  die  inlemd  illlin  of  Fnnee ;  and  thnii  isexpedieitl 
«iplieittj  (0  deelira  the  Ume." 

9d[;.  Benuie  I  hold  tint  it  ii  CDnmry  to  equity  and  juitice  for  any  fonign  eountrr 
to  bnerfere  iotlte  internal  ifUn  or  raDnitntiOn  of  the  n«nch  Republic,  DT  of  Uj  other 

Sdl;.  BeciDia  the  GoTMnment  of  Great  Briiiin,  (not  hanng  been  elected  bj  tke 
GtiiCDs  of  Fiance,)  can  have  no  mare  right  login  to  France  t  monu'chical,  erinocratical, 
Molfeer  AmDoTguveinDwiit  irbaiever,  tbaa  ibe  enwnnt  deapoia  of  Kuala  and  Houia 
had  to  OTCHuin  the  eoniiiiution  of  (no*  nnhajipj)  Poland. 

4lblj.  Becaote  I  hi^f  diupprore  and  repmbau  the  doctrine  adnneed  \>j  Miaiaten 
in  tbe  debate,  namel;,  ■*  Hut  tu  reitore  the  ancient  and  beteditiry  Monanhy  oTFranec 
DO  expenca  ahonld  be  ipaied."— And  I  lepnbate  dutt  pernieicmi  and  luiciiic  doeuloa 
(he  men  ■tm^ j,  frtna  im  nM  hiiing  been  inddtnl j,  l»«l]j,  or  {Rnnitidenielj  itarted, 
but  iKta  itf  harlog  been  taken  np  (a  it  wu  wkmnlj  dectned]  upon  the  ataoat  dt- 
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fin-  tuB  put  lad  liitiirc  oonduct,  and  whicb  be  altered  upaa 
the  Joanub  itf  ifct  Hob»  gn  the  following  Friday! 


Slhl]'.  Becuoe  I  ditin  it  to  b*  in  iiyuiij«i  cammiiCHl  bj  MiniMtn  tonanb  mj 
fiHoir  ritiuni  to  adopt*  principle  which  >hil[  rcudei  ii  neocMUjfor  thaGonrnmcot 
ofGfMt  Briuin  10  lijifiuiher  heavy  bunheni  upon  ihepeapl:;  and  to  ttx  their  houie*, 
tbMi  abidowi,  thcii  b«r,  thiii  ondln,  thtii  ihoa,  and  ntiij  oitwr  coaveDiciKJH  uaA 
neccMuiei  of  life,  io  order  to  piovidi  1  fund  la  iitempt  the  acGompliahmiiK  of  iitdl 
Irkktd  (itirpaKi  u  afarenid. 

Glhlf-  fitoaiiM  tlu  prapowd  Kaiotailoii  aboi*  anted  wu  inttnilrd  bj  me  u  a  ■■  Mbmn 
fUdg^'  that  ihe  G^nremmeDt  of  Uiii  tiaiiuD  woaU  pol  intcrfen  in  ibt  intanial  a&in  «f 
Fnace ;  tut  the  letuHi  of  the  Mouie  to  giic  lurh  a  pli'Ige  tenda  to  tbii  the  door  to 
ptaee,  and  eonaequenllj  tcndi  to  cnsare  ihe  niinof.ihii  minDfaciuring,  commerciit,  aiid 
ooee  hijip;  eomuijr :  pnicakrijcamiilering  the  increuedaiulnpidljliimiaingilrength 
of  the  nwtj  of  the  French  Republir,  indspendentlf  of  the  proapoci  there  i>  of  ihtir  hav- 
ing the  naviei  of  Holland  and  Spain  under  their  immediate  influeoce. 

7lhl]'.  Beciiae  Ae  public  fiinda,  iba  paper  enrrencj,  and  ilie'pDbltc  and  pclnte  ncdii 
of  tbia  country  Kill  probabtj  be  unequal  to  atand  ifsiwl  iha  tRmendeiii  ahocL  to  whieh 
tbe  Miniiten  will  now  expoie  them. 

■dit)!.  Beeauae  1  ihtok  that  frankneu,  fainiua,  banumilj,  and  the  piociplca  of  ho- 
amj  tod  of  juitice,  are  alwajra  in  tbe  end  the  b«l  pc^-  And  I  btUct*  it  to  b*  wA 
io  regard  la  nalioni  (aa  well  ai  wiih  reipeci  to  inditiduala}  that  "  DOlhii^  that  ia  KOt 
jqtl  can  b*  wite,  or  likely  to  be  ulllmaltly  pr.iaperoni." 

9thly.  Bentue  I  lameni  ihe  laore  that  the  Hotue  ahoald  rtfuM  to  diadaim  the  iutar- 
(eriiig  in  the  internal  Conalitmion  of  Frante,  inaamuch  aa  by  the  new  Canaiituiian  of 
the  French  Republic,  one  and  indiTiiIble,  adopted  by  the  preaent  National  ConTCnlioni 
OH  the  QSd  day  of  June,  1793.  and  nt)der  the  title  "  Of  the  Relation  of  ihe  French  Be- 
public  with  foreign  Nation),"  and  by  the  articlea  jis  and  110  of  that  Contliiution  it  i* 
daclaitd  and  enacttd, 

"  Thai  ills  French  people  ii  ilie  friend  and  oatuial  ally  of  nety  free  natioii.  It  don 
not  ioieifere  with  the  gorernnitnt  of  other  auiani:  it  doei  not  toScr  that  other 
nauona  ahouUl  imerfere  with  ita  own." 

So  fniiV,  ao  &ir,  and  ao  explicit  a  dedanuioo  on  theii  part  did,  in  my  opinion,  «>ti- 
tle  them  to  a  betKir  ipa ciea  of  rstum. 

lOtUy.  Becauae  I  conceiie  that  a  triK  Republican  form  of  Gorenwient  being  firmly 
eitaLliahed  in  France,  ia  much  mwa  aafeto  the  libertiea  oftbr  people  of  GreatBntain, 
ihaa  the  tyrannical,  capricinui,  perEdiour,  lecret,  intriguing,  and  reaileaa,  antlent 
Monaichy  of  France,  or  ilian  any  other  Monarchy  ihey  could  there  eiiabliib  i  bnt  creit 
iflweiaof  adiiectoppoaila  way  (^thinking,  i  would  not  be  guilt}  of  the  gnwi  iqjoa- 
iic«  of  sliempiing  to  Ibrce  a  Mooarchy  i^oD  tbatn  eontimiy  to  their  todinetioD. 

lllhly.  Becauie  I  think  that  no  war  oagbt  to  be  continued  that  o:n  by  a  proper 
line  of  moderation  be  avoided  ;  ud  the  noca  eapedally  with  retpect  to  the  French  people, 
<choi  by  tbeii  republican  eKCttioiM,  repablicaa  enihufiaam,  and  republican  courage,  haTC- 
mad*  victory  the  aimoat  cuatant  "  ordae  of  ihe  dvr-' 

lathljr.  Becaoie  the  oontioiunce  of  auch  a  bloody  coated  without  neeetilty,  appcwa 
tobe  a  ptcfaoc  tcmptbigof  DiriHi  PnoTiDBiieK,  iniAoae  benign  and  almighty  hand* 
the  fate  of  baitlea  and  of  empifea  ii  placed. 

ISthty.  Bectnae  I  wish  to  waah  ny  handa- enilndy  of  the  innocani  ibod  that  may  be 
■M  in  ika  wu  with  Fttoca,  and  of  all  the  deatruclioD,  coniuiini,  and  deraiutioil  (pei- 
hapa-Of  Great  Britain  ittelf)  which  may  eniue. 
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In  tlie  senate  we  hear  little  or  nothing  more  of  hii  I^ord- 
ship  till  the  month  of  Febnury,  in  the  year  1800,  when  he 
again  resumed  his  place  in  Parliament,  and  after  a  long  and 
animated  speech,  moved, 

"  Hiat  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty, 
representing  the  horrors  of  war :  that  in  all  countries  a  state 
of  peace  is  ever  the  interest  of  the  people,  and  the  shedding 
of  blood,  without  absolute  necessity,  repugnant  to  humanity ; 
and  fiirther  representing  that  the  present  war  has  been  e^en- 
uve  beyond  example,  productive  of  a  great  increase  of  the  na- 
donal  debt,  of  taxes  to  an  enormous  amount,  and  of  an  alarm- 
ing increase  in  the  price  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life :  and 
further  representing,  that  peace  is  necessary  to  avert  the  im- 
pending danger  of  &niine;  for  although  the  present  scarcity  is 
in  the  lirst  instance  occasioned  by  a  scanty  harvest,  the  extent 
of  the  evil  arises  &om  the  war ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  o(  this 
House  strongly  to  dissuade  His  Majesty  from  the  continuance 
of  the  contest  for  the  restoration  of  the  ancient  line  of  Princes 
(rf  the  House  of  Bourbon  to  the  tiirone  of  France :  and  to 


14t}i1j.  BcciDM  i[  wu  my  object  lo  precluilc  the  Govennnent  of  Gieat  Briiiiu 
froD  aiuoipilag  to  nit  up  or  excite  iruurieitioni  in  La  yaidit,  or  id;  otLirdepuimcnt 
of  the  French  Republic,  ud  the  Kenlutian  I  moied  wu  well  CBlraltted  A»  thai  pnipuae, 

ISthlj.  B«iaic  the  muim  of  "  Do  not  to  ethen  that  which  ]rou  would  not  wisll 
done  10  jronnelf,"  a  uiiiD«TtDg  nilc,  tbundcrf  upon  thtclcir  prlneiptn  of  juilice,  tliic 
ii  to  ttj  ef  eqtiaiiiy  qfrighlt.  It  itiipan  ihuilTOBguid  Kdidgnwad  I  oaLem/ilmd, 
And  all  public  okd,  id  order  to  merit  thteoafidence  of  the  Britiilipaople,  auitiheir 
tbeil  dettnnination  to  act  with  frankaeu  and  with  ODtquiroeal  good  &ith  and  junice 
lowarda  the  frcncb  Repubrie. 

Haiii^  upon  this  iraportSBt  and  motnentoua  labjecl  frequenilj  alood  alone,  and  haT' 
ing  alio  been  upon  ihii  laat  occaiion  totally  untupponrd  in  the  dinBion,  if  I  abould 
dKitfore  ceaae  at  pmeni  to  allend  thi>  House  (where  I  hare  been  placed  bj  the  meet 
Mcidcnt  q/~  birlh),  lucU  of  my  fellow  ciiiictu  aa  arefnendg  lo  rreedoni,  and  who  maj 
chance  to  read  tlua  my  loleian  Photut,  will  find  that  I  baie  not  altered  my  leutimenta 
or  opiniou  :  and  that  I  h  are  not  changeil  any  of  my  ptincipicB  ;  lor  my  prinripla 
HBTKB  CAN  be  changed.  And  ih«e  fellow  citiiena  willalao  find,  that  I  hereby  pledge 
mjraelf  to  my  country,  that  1  ihall  continue  what  I  erer  hare  been,  a  icaloui  and  nn- 
ihaken  friend  ofPEACi,  to  jutljce,  and  to  liberty,  political,  citU  and  nligioaa;  and  that 
I  am  determined  to  die  (ai  1  hare  llTed)  a  firm  and  iteady  inppotet  of  ibe  unalienable 
rigbu  and  of  the  happntu  of  all  oankuid. 

See  Paclunanlu?  B^uler.  STANHOPE^ 
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eatreat  that  a  negociatioii  may  be  unmedUtdy  opened  for 
peace  with  the  French  Republic" 

Tim  motion  met  with  a  iate  similar  to  those  we  have  already 
noticed :  it  was  rejected  by  an  iiAmense  majority.  During  his 
Iiordship's  secession  &om  the  House,  we  rarely  find  him  en- 
gaged in  any  public  political  concerns.  Twice  he  attended 
county  meetings  in  Kent,  and  once  in  Buckinghamshire ;  and 
in  the  banning  of  last  year,  1799,  he  published  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britaui  and  Ireland,  on  the  subject  of 
An  imion,  which  was  re~printed  and  circulated  by  the  anti- 
union par^  of  Dublin.  In  other  respects  he  has,  we  believe, 
secluded  himself  irom  the  political  woiid,  and  been  engaged 
either  In  mechanical  pursuits,  or  projects  for  improving  his 
estates. 

By  this  time  all  his  &mily  had  withdrawn  from  him,  in  order 
to  take  refuge  with  their  uncle  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  liord  Stanhope 
was  left  by  himself  in  a  wide  world,  without  children,  and  with- 
out domestic  comfort.  He  had  conceived  that  the  late  war  with 
France  was  unjust  in  its  origin,  disastrous  in  its  progress,  and 
would  sooner  or  later  be  either  accompanied  or  &dlowed  by 
some  grand  national  catastrophe.  Notwithstanding  hb  maybe 
said  to  have  been  a  military  &mQy,  yet  he  detested  war  as  s 
trad^  and  deprecated  the  idea  of  any  of  his  sons  engaging  in  a 
contest  so  odious  to  him.  Two  however  inspired  by  youth- 
fill  ardour,  and  doujttdesa  also  by  principle,  acc^ted  of  com- 
missions in  the  army.  His  son-in-law  also  obtained  a  place ; 
uid  some  of  his  children  procured  pensions  :  the  idea  of  which 
was  particularly  disagreeable,  as  he  panted  after  independence, 
■  both  for  himself  and  his  relatives ;  and  wbhed  all  the  male 
brandies,  instead  of  becoming  what  he  termed  *'  a  burthen  to 
their  country,"  to  addict  diemselves  to  usefiil  professions,  in 
order  to  "earn  their  bread  honestly,"  and  combat  the  coming 
ills  which  he  had  long  pn^nosticated. 

It  also  unfortunately  occurred  that  his  eldest  son,  Lord  Ma^- 
hon,  filed  a  "bill  agiunst  his  father  relative  to  certain  real  or  pre- 
tended waste  committed  on  the  entailed  estates.  On  this  occa- 
■ioD,  the  Earl  himself  appeared  in  court,  filled  with  indignation, 
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asd  stoutly  cooteotded  that  he  bad  cMdnctzd  hinudf  oa  thit, 
uid  oa  alt  umilar  occaaons,  with  die  utnmt  care,  prndencc, 


It  is  not  for  as  to  decide^  «4w  was  to  blame  in  respect  to 
traasactioos  of  so  delicate  a  nature,  but  oertaiB  it  is,  that  aboat 
iJiis  period  be  made  a.  mH,  and  conveyed  all  his  personal  estate, 
as  vdX  as  such  pfwtions  of  his  real  property  as  had  not  been 
tied  up^  to  ten  trustees,  for  certain  purposes  herein  speciBed. 

It  has  hitherto  been  omitted  to  state,  that  Earl  Stanhope 
was  a  constant,  uniEorm,  and  strenuous  suf^Kirter  of  the  aboB- 
ti<Mi  o(  the  slave  trader  and  that  no  one  was  more  eager  for  the 
annihilation  of  that  horrible  and  d^rading  oonunerce. 

The  last  public  act  of  his  life  was  worthy  of  himself.  He 
wished  for  a  simplification  of  the  statutes,  and  a  reduction  of 
those  vtduminous  laws,  under  certun  and  t&tinct  titles ;  so  that 
the  subjects  at  large  might  be  enabled  to  study  and  to  learn 
^le  code  under  which  they  enjt^ed  their  lives,  liberties,  and 
fiirtiaies.  On  this  occasicHi,  even  the  lawyers  admitted  the 
justJcfl,  prtqiricty,  and  necessity  of  this  salutary  measure. 

But  tlie  days  of  this  cdebntted  man  were  now  numbered,  6ar 
t^  ravages  of  disease  were  but  too  apparent^  both  ai  bis  prason 
and  his  countMisnce.  AcollectioR  t^waitr  lad  been  for  some 
titae  forming;  and  althm^  flattered  for  a  while  wiA  the  de- 
lunve  hope  of  a  core,  he  was  at  last  cAdiged  to  succusd)  to  the 
iaentable  fate  of  mortals.  Tlus  evenC  tooh  place  at  his  seat^ 
on  the  17lh  of  December,  1816;  end  ontlie  sscceeifiiig'TBes- 
d^,  beai^  the  24th  4^  the  same  month,  bis  corpse  wasdepo*  . 
aitsd  in  the  tomb  of  Iiis  smcestors,  without  show,  and  witheat 
eilber  pomp  or  spl«idour,  all  of  wlacit  appeared  (fespicsble  in 
his  eyes.  In  oonsequeDce  oS  bis  own  particular  recpieet,  no 
^Kmming  coaches  accou^anicd,  nor  did  a  hearse  convey  has 
bo^  to  the  grave :  be  waft  borne  thither  in  all  the  sm^jlieity 
of  ancient  times,  and  interred  Hke  one  of  t^e  j^iilosophers  of 
ehL 

Thus  died  Philip  Eaii  of  Stanhope^  wbate  j^«B(fiddier  was 
a.  'notorious  general,  and  whose  &ther  and  hssaelf  umcd  at  a 
BoUer  chamcter,  (that  of  frbraefkjtw' of  the  hoRBiD  ^ecies!)  ia 
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tks  <iitli  yrar  of  his  age,  at  his  kouse,  called  Chevying  I^ace, 
in  the  county  of  Kent.  This  mansion,  finely  situate  in  a  rich, 
beautiful,  and  luxuriant  vale,  was  uniformly  the  object  of  his 
attachmcait,  aud,  indeed,  it  is  in  every  respect  charmii^;  for 
it  conunanda  moat  exquisite  -views,  berth  of  wood  and  water ; 
while  the  neighbouring  hills,  on  account  of  th^r  great  height^ 
convey  an  idea  of  mountain  scenery.  The  plantations  axe 
extensive;  the  park  is  ddjghtfu);  while  the  house  is  furnished 
with  a  noble  library,  and  a  superb  philoet^hical  apparatus 
within  j  without  it  is  stuccoed,  so  as  to  resemble  stone. 

Iliat  its  late  noble  inhabitant  was  one  of  the  most  singular 
men  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  there  can  be  no  doubt  In 
person,  he  was  tall,  lank,  with  a  polished  forehead,  which,  on 
account  <^  baldness,  extended  to  the  occiput.  His  counte- 
nance, of  late  years,  was  wan  and  pale,  and  shrivelled,  so  as 
to  rraider  him  much  older  in  af^earance,  than  in  teaU^; 
while  his  locks  were  straight,  sti£^  and  formal,  sacred  alike 
from  hiur-powder,  and  the  curling  irons;  bo  sa  exactly  to 
ressnble  Sir  Harry  Vane's  portrait  during  the  civil  wars. 
A  aoom.  of  dress  and  of  &shi<Hi  senns  to  be  hereditary ;  and  ■ 
90  plun  and  umple  waa  hk  af^iearance,  that  had  it  not  been 
for  a  ccrtfun  a^rkwar^esa  in  his  gait  and  manner,  in  express  "* 
d^ance  to  the  mies  laid  down  by  his  c^ebrated  kinsman, 
Philip  Ijotd  Cheet^eld ;  he  might,  Uke  his  own  fother,  the 
second  Etu-l,  have-  be^  reused  admissicm  within  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  LM<ds,  accompcmied  wil^  the  remurk  of  **  good 
nun,  stand  off;  aach  as  you  must  not  come  here."  One 
anecdote,  on  the  score  <^  phik»oplucal  oddity,  will  su£Sice. 
letting  one  day  in  company  with  his  Lordship,  I  perceived 
that  his  boots  were  rounded  ^  in  a  particular  manner;  so 
as  to  be  iar  more  capaiuoua  than  comm<m.  Qa  inquiry,  I 
found  it  to  be  his  opinion ;  "  that  as  iron  joints  work  beet 
in  cal,  so  do  those  also  composed  of  bone,  muscle,  and  flesh  !" 
His  son,  a  fine  young  man,  since  dead,  soon  after  confirmed 
this  &ct;  and  in  respect  to  the  reasoning,  after  due  rdlectitm, 
2  am  yet  to  leani,  why  the  rigidity  and  stiffiiess  incident  to 
age,  and  also  to  the  umiatural  construnt  of  a  leathern  Aoe, 
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may  not  in  part  be  warded  o£^  by  means  of  an  oleag^ous 
oompodtion. 

His  Lordship  was  twice  mairied.  His  first  Countess  was  Lady 
Hester  Pitt,  eldest  daughter  of  the  great  Earl  of  Chatham,  by 
whom  he  had  three  beaudiul  and  highly  accomplished  dau^- 
ters;ofthese,  Lady  Hester,  bom  in  1776;  Lady  Lucy,  v^o  lived 
with,  and  superintended  the  domestic  concerns  of  her  uncle, 
the  late  Premier ;  Lady  Grisilda  is  married  to  Thomas  Tekell, 
ofHambledon  House,  Hampshire,  Esq.  a  man  of  consideraUe 
fortune;  while  the  youngest  has  been  for  some  years  united 
to  Thomas  Taylor,  Esq.,  who,  in  consequence  of  that  alliance, 
obtained  the  lucrative  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Customs. 

His  second  Countess  was  Louisa,  by  whom  he  had  three 
sons,  the  eldest  of  whom  has  succeeded  to  hie  honours,  as 
well  as  the  entailed  estates :  the  other  t^o  were  bred,  lilce  their 
great  grandfather,  to  the  profession  of  arms.  This  lady  was 
a  Grenville,  being  the  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  a  gentle- 
man of  that  name,  who  was  for  some  time  Governor  of  Bar- 
badoes. 

As  an  orator,  Lord  Stanhope's  person,  manner,  and  action, 
were  all  against  hun ;  for  he  set  the  Graces  at  defiance !  Yet, 
so  replete  with  matter,  so  ingenious,  and  in  general  so  ori- 
ginal were  his  speeches,  that  he  could  not  be  listened  to  for 
any  considerable  time,  without  a  certain  d^^ree  of  impressioti 
being  made  even  on  a  reluctant  audience.  He  was  sometimes 
bold,  although,  perb^s,  critically  correct  in  his  assertions; 
for  he  more  than  once  declared,  that  he  "  had  taught  the 
Judges  law,  and  the  Bishc^  religion;"  and,  however  sin- 
gular this  may  seem,  certain  it  is,  that  bis  general  mode  of 
reading,  joined  to  the  intenseness  of  his  ^plication,  oiaUed 
him  to  attain  considerable  knowledge,  both  in  divinity  and 
jurisprudence. 

There  was  a  certain  quuntnesa  in  bis  manner,  which  added 
poignancy  to  his  remarks ;  and  we  have  seen  the  gravity  of 
more  than  one  Chancellor  discomposed  by  his  sallies.  On 
some  occasions,  even  the  Right  Reverend  Bench  seemed  to 
forget  its  accustomed  gravi^. 
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As  ft  state^nan.  Lord  Stanbope  opposed  both  the  Ame- 
licsn  and  the  French  wars;  like  his  father  and  fether-io-la^,' 
he  condensed  the  project  of  taxing  the  unrepresented  co- 
lonies; be  loudly  deprecated,  also,  the  idea  of  interposing  in 
the  internal  govemm^it  of  other  states;  and  above  all,  la- 
mented the  folly  of  subsidizing  fbreignera  to  fight  th^  own 
battles! 

As  a  patriot,  he  always  preached  up  economy ;  he  was  a 
sturdy  advocate  for  the  aboHtion  of  sinecures ;  and  a  ccmetantf 
uniform,  and  zealous  friend  for  a  reform  in  parliament 

To  possess  a  competent  idea  of  his  merits,  as  a  philosopher 
and  a  man  of  science,  it  is  only  necessary  to  recollect  his  opi- 
nions and  his  pursuits.  The  "  Stanhope  Press;"  **  the  im- 
proved Stereotype;"  the  "  Stanhope  Monochord;"  "  the  pre- 
servation of  buildings  from  fire;"  "  the  return  stroke  in  the 
Fraoklinian  system ;"  the  &cilities  afforded  to  home  navigation, 
by  means  of  his  "  improvements  in  the  locks  of  canals;"  and 
the  advantages  hereafl^  to  be  reaped  from  both  domestic 
and  foreign  navigation,  by  means  of  the  new  agent  of  "  steam :" 
all  connect  this  great  man  with  the  history,  not  of  England  or 
Europe  alone,  but  with  the  imperishable  annals  of  die  arta 
and  sciences. 

A  man  dedicated  to  pursuits  such  as  these,  was  necessarily 
inattentive  to  domestic  concerns.  At  the  capture  of  Syracuse, 
Archimedes,  deaf  to  his  own  preservation,  and  wholly  absorbed 
-  in  science,  fell  under  the  sword  of  a  barbarian  soldier,  while 
busily  intent  on  solving  a  geometrical  problem ! 

Here  follows  a  list  of  the  works  of  the  late  Earl  Stanhope. 

1.  A  Prize  Essay  on  the  Structure  of  the  Pendulum,  printed 
at  Geneva,  1774. 

2.  A  Dissertation  on  the  Means  of  preventing  and  detecting 
fraudulent  Practices  on  the  Gold  Coin.     Geneva,  1775. 

8.  Principles  of  Electricity,  1  vol.  4to.  1 779.    ■ 
4.  Observations  on  Mr.  Pitt's  Plan  for  the  Reduction  of 
the  National  Debt;  with  one  by  Lord  S.  4to.  1786. 
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5.  Letter  to  the  Ki^t  Honourable  Edmund  Bork^  aa  the 
Prindples  (^the  French  Revolution,  1790,  8vo. 

6.  Defence  of  the  Rights  of  Joriea ;  with  a  Refutation  of 
the  Ot>jecti(nu  to  Mr.  Frac'i  Libel  Bill,  8vo.  1793. 

7.  Principles  of  the  Science  of  tuning  Initniments  with  fixed 
Tfflies,  8to.  I  SOS. 

8.  Several  Papers  appear  in  the  Philosophical  X^ansactions, 
descriptive  of  hii  various  Inventions,  Contrivances,  and  Im- 
provements. 
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fOrueult  fbofessor  o 

[W7M  an  Account  <^kis  Works.'} 

oCOTLAND,  like  some  of  the  free  states  of  Greece  in  an- 
dent  times,  has  been  reproached  with  pover^ ;  and  like  them 
too,  she  has  attained  no  inconsiderable  decree  of  eminence  in 
intellectual  excellence.  Perhaps,  indeed,  it  is  to  the  supposed 
disadvantage  alluded  to  above,  that  she  is  partly  indebted  for 
her  reputation ;  and  that  Edinburgh,  during  the  period  when 
a  Hume,  a  Robertson,  a  Blair,  a  Black,  and  a  Ferguson,  ex- 
hibited B.  constellation  of  genius,  b^ait  to  be  considered  as  the 
northern  Athens. 

Yet  whoever  is  inclined  to  took  back  into  the  records  of  this 

nation,  will  find  that  it  once  evinced  a  tax  di6^nt  appesr> 

fi2 
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ance.  Before  the  anion  with  England,  several  brave  but  in- 
dependent clans  lived  in  continual  brcolB,  and  wi^ed  frequait 
and  destructive  wars  with  each  other.  With  foreign  com- 
merce her  merchants  were  but  little  acquainted ;  manu&cture$ 
were  utterly  unknown;  ^riculture  was  in  a  languid  state; 
nearly  on&-fourth  of  the  p<^ulation  was  reduced  to  actual  . 
be^ary ;  while  the  habits  of  the  people  were  such  as  to  ren^ 
der  them  vicious  in  the  extreme. 

A  variety  of  causes  happily  concurred  to  produce  a.  melio- 
rated state  of  society :  but  no  one  in  such  a  high  degree  as 
education,  which  has  operated  powerfully,  although  gradually, 
in  amending  the  manners,  morals  and  condition  of  the  ^ter- 
nation.  The  easy  terms  too  on  which  the  universities  are 
thrown  open  to  persons  of  every  description,  has  rmdered  the 
higher  jiranches  of  science  ^miliar  to  all,  and  contributed  not 
a  little,  by  diilusion,  at  once  to  instruct  and  enlighten  the 
various  classes  of  society. 

Dr.  Adam  Ferguson,  feted  to  obtain  a  high  degree  of  emi- 
nence in  the  literary  world,  appears  to  have  been  a  High- 
lander^ both  by  birth  and  descent.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Adua 
Feiguson,  is  sud  to  have  sprung  from  the  femily  of  Duofal- 
landy,  seated  in  one  of  the  mountunous  districts  of  Perthshire, 
and  after  a  liberal  education  at  one  of  the  Scottish  universities, 
he  obtained  the  living  of  Lo^erait,  the  patronage  of  which  is 
vested  in  the  Athol  femily. 

Li  the  S^nse,  or  parsonage-house  of  this  parish,  which  is 
also  in  the  shire  of  Perth,  and  consists  of  a  point  of  land, 
formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Tummel  with  the  Tay,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  was  bom  in  the  year  172S-4.  He  was 
the  youngest  of  a  numerous  family  of  diildren,  by  a  lady  who 
was  a  native  of  Aberdeenshire. 

To  the  honour  of  the  Scottish  Parliament,  one  of  iu  last 
and  noblest  works  was  the  formation  of  that  system  of  educa- 
tion, which,  as  already  stated,  has  contributed  so  powerfully  to 
the  superior  morals  and  condition  of  the  natives  of  the  noi- 
diem  portion  of  the  kingdom.  By  founding  ft  mulUtode  of  par- 
ttkkaai  sfibwds}  and  connectuig  their  eadatenc^.iwogrw^  and 
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!,  with  die  sml  on  niiich  they  were  eetabliBhed,  both  the 
r  tODgae  and  the  learned  lai^nages  are  brought 
within  the  reach  c^  every  man  in  that  portion  of  the  kingdom; 
while  arithmetic,  and  the  lower  branches  of  mathematics,  are 
tan^t  at  so  chet^  a  raie,  as  to  be  ^most  gratcitous. 

It  was  accordingly  at  the  grammar-school  of  his  native 
village,  Uie  appellation  of  which  designates  die  nature  of  both 
its  origin  and  intuit,  that  Adam  Ferguson  firet  attained  a  know- 
ledge of  the  rudiments  of  the  EngUsh  and  Latin  languages. 

On  this  occasion,  the  attainments  of  the  &ther,  who  had 
received  a  very  excellent  education,  proved  not  a  little  service- 
able to  the  progress  of  the  son. 

WhoevOT  is  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  clergymen 
of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  must  know  that  their  duties  are  la- 
borious in  the  extreme ;  for  in  addition  to  two,  and  sometimes 
three  aramons  on  a  Sunday,  th^  are  actually  accustomed  both 
to  preach  and  teach  during  other  days  in  the  week.  All  tha 
lime  that  could  be  spared  from  such  assiduous  and  extensive 
avocations,  was  bestowed  on  a  favourite  son }  the  adraBcement 
of  whom  now  fbnned  the  chief  ambition  of  a  fond  lather's 
declining  years.  The  talents  of  the  bofy  even  at  this  early  pe* 
riod  of  life,  b^an  to  devciope  themselves,  and  already  augured 
fiiture  excellence.  To  advance  bis  pr<^;res8,  a  great  sacrifice 
became  necessary;  and  it  was  accordin^y  determined  that  he 
should  leave  the  paternal  roof,  for  the  egress  purpose  of  red- 
ing those  advantages  likely  to  be  derived  from  a  superior 
mode  and  order  of  education. 

The  school  of  Perth,  about  twenty-four  English  miks  dis- 
tant from  Logierait,  appeared  to  be  a  seminary  well  adapted 
for  the  advancement  of  an  ingenious  youth ;  for  it  not  only 
presented  an  ample  field  for  that  excitement  which  is  pro- 
duced by  -emulation ;  but  it  had  at  this  time  ac(]uired  an  ex- 
traordinary d^ee  of  celebrity  under  the  superintendance  of 
a  Mr.  Martin,  who  is  still  mentioned  at  this  day,  as  the  "  Ca> 
ledonian  Bn^." 

Under  the  tokion  of  that  gentleman,  young  Ferguson  rapidly 

tdranccd  in  knowledge  of  all  kinds  I     la  additiw  to  the  ordi-r 

2  S 
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nary  occupations  of  the  day,  his  master  Boon  discovered  fliat 
he  possessed  the  powers  both  of  invention  and  reflection  in 
no  common  degree ;  and  that  by  means  of  a  lively,  creatdve^ 
and  argum^itative  turn  of  mind,  he  was  actually  enabled  to 
surpass  all  bis  competitors.  Mr.  Martin,  who  was  celebrated 
for  that  nice  discriminatitHiwhich  enabled  him,  as  if  by  instinct, 
to  discern  and  disclose  the  bent  or  ruling  excelleucies  of  those 
mtrusted  to  his  care,  also  perceived  that  he  possessed  a  fine 
taste  for  composition.  Accordingly  in  the  themes  that  were 
occasionally  propounded  as  subjects  for  dissertation,  he  out- 
stripped all  bis  contemporaries;  and  long  after  he  had  left 
Perth,  they  were  exhibited  with  an  honest  pride,  as  imesam- 
pled  spedmcms  of  early  proficiency. 

The  period  had  now  arrived,  when  a  grammar-school,  how- 
ever femonSt  and  however  excellent,  could  no  longer  afibrd  in- 
struction to  a  youth  so  richly  gifted ;  and  it  was  therefore  de- 
termined to  send  him  to  a  neighbouring  university.  HeaccOTd- 
ingly  rep^red  to  St^  Andrew's  in  October,  17S9,  at  a  period 
confessedly  early;  and  which  perhaps,  in  almost  any  other  case, 
might  be  denominated  pr^inatore,  as  be  was  then  only  about  fif- 
teen years  of  age.  To  the  favour  and  attention  of  Mr.  Tuli- 
deph,  whohadjustatttunedtheatationofPrincipalofoneofthe 
collEges,  he  was  particularly  recommended ;  and  as  that  gen- 
tleman appears  to  have  been  distinguished  both  on  account  of 
his  learning  and  ability,  this  doubtless  proved  a  very  fortunate 


In  all  the  Scottish  universities,  which  are  formed  on  the 
andait  French  system,  and  have  that  of  Paris  for  their  exact 
modd,  certain  annual  premiums  are  bestowed  for  the  advance- 
ment of  learning.  In  England,  it  generally  requires  consider- 
able wealth  or  interest  to  obt^  a  classical  education ;  and 
accordingly,  the  middling  and  poorer  classes  are,  for  the  most 
part,  restricted  from  conferring  this  great  blessing  on  their 
children ;  &om  the  consideration  that  it  would  reduce  them- 
selves either  to  great  poverty  or  great  inconvenience. 

At  all  the  five  Scottish  coUe^cs  there  are  certain  Bursaries, 
or  endfAnaents  bestowed  on  merit  alooe,  vhich  is  determined 


Dcillizedoy  Google 


DIU  ADAM  FERGUSON.  231 

by  a  Mr  public  competition,  witbont  either  &vour  or  par- 
tialis. Adam  Fergiuon  was  now  one  of  the  candidate!  at 
St.  Andrew*! ;  and  having  distingoisbed  himself  by  a  I^atin 
composition,  and  an  English  versicHi  of  certain  passages  {rota 
the  Roman  ClaBsicE,  he  became  a  Bttrstrri  and  as  such,  was  ai- 
dtled  to  gratnitoiiB  board  at  the  College  table  during  four 
aesnoBS ;  being  the  imal  number  of  years  destined  for  passing 
throu^  what  is  there  considered  as  a  complete  conrse  of  study. 
Greek  being  at  that  period  seldom  taught  in  the  grammar- 
Bchools  of  Scotland,  the  first  class,  generally  called  tbe  Bejantt 
is  chiefly  dedicated  to  the  study  of  it.  Although  the  subject  of 
this  memcMr  is  said  to  have  stood  at  the  head  of  the  victors  in 
the  "  under-graduate  coarse,"  yet  he  appears  to  have  been 
little  acquainted  at  that  period  with  this  admirable  lan- 
guage. But  be  ^iphed  himself  to  it  with  a  double  portion  of 
ardour ;  and  it  is  reported  of  him,  that  before  the  expiration  of 
die  first  session;^  which  usually  lasts  five  months,  he  was  enabled 
to  construe  Homer  with  great  facility.  Such  was  his  zeal,  in- 
deed, in  this  pursuit,  that  he  chiefly  dedicated  the  recess  to  at- 
tuning an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Divine  Bard;  and  one 
hundred  lines  of  thelUad  became.his  dailytask.  Assiduity,  as 
usual,  produced  &ciUty ;  and  as  he  i^pUed  the  whole  bent  of 
his  mind  exclusively  to  this  subject,  his  excellence  soon  became 


It  may  be  h^«  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  Scotch,  like 
the  Germans,  although  both  deoned  as  inde&ligable,  and 
not  unlearned  nations,  have  always  considered  andent  lan- 
guages merdy  as  so  many  keys,  calculated  to  open  and  disclose 
the  recesses  of  ancient  knowledge.  Th^  therefore  pay  infinitely 
less  attention  to  versification  than  the  English ;  and  in  respect 
to  prosodj/  indeed,  an  Etonian  would  doubtless  excel  the  most 
learned  professor  of  any  of  the  Northern  universities.  The  late 
Dr.  Bisset  was  accustomed  to  relate,  that  he  was  present  at  a 
conference  between  the  sul^ect  of  this  memoir,  and  the  master 
of  a  celebrated  academy  near  Londcm ;  the  latter  of  whom  was 
esteemed  a  very  excell^t  scholar.  "  Both  spoke  tbe  Z<atin 
janguag^"  said  he,  "  with  fluency  and  propric^  in  Mher  re? 
C*        - 
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specta ;  but  the  former  was  defident  in  point  of  prosody.  If 
was  witb  difficult  that  the  master  of  the  academy  convinced 
the  learned  Doctor  that  he  was  erronwius  in  pronouncing  Conr 
f^ro,  Confero.  Although  he  had  manifested  himself  to  the 
wuid  to  be  most  intimately  and  profoundly  conver&ant  in  the 
luBtory,  character,  genius,  customE,  mumers,  laws,  and  politics 
of  the  Romans ;  yet  was  he  inaccurate  in  their  sounds :  and 
although  few  men  in  England  could  equal  him  in  writing 
emse  prose,  yet  many  bo^  might  surpass  him  in  writing  non- 
teme  verses." 

During  the  second  session  at  iSt.  Andrew's,  Mr.  Ferguson 
applied  himself  to  mathematics,  in  conformity  to  the  custom  of 
that  universi^;  while  at  the  same  time  Humanity,  a  term  some? 
times  applied  to  the  learned  languages  with  no  small  degree  c^ 
quuntness,  was  not  forgotten. 

The  third  and  fourth  years  were  chiefly  occi^ied  with  the 
higher  departments  of  science ;  such  as  logic,  met^phy^cs,  and 
ethics.  Having  thus  iinished  the  usual  course,  and  obtained 
a  high  character  for  assiduity,  learning,  and  ecquirement^ 
Mf  •  Ferguson  now  obtained  the  d^ee  of  A.  M.  whidi  wa« 
tlten  never  conferred  until  a  regular  and  severe  examination 
liad  taken  place ;  although,  if  report  be  true,  the  still  hi^^ier 
rank  of  M.D.  has  been  frequently  conferred  since  by  the  aaii^e 
university,  and  that  too  on  utter  strangers,  merely  wi  pa^tr^ 
tiejees.  We  mention  this  circumstance  expressly  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  pointing  out  its  gross  impropriety,  should  it  be  still 
continaed ;  as  it  tends  not  a  little  to  throw  an  odium  on  the 
nation  at  large,  and  conveys  an  air  of  ridicule  on  those  ^tep- 
Atated  by  those  respectable  colleges,  such  as  that  of  Edinbui^ 
vhere  it  never  has  prevailed. 

Thither  the  subject  of  this  memoir  now  directed  his  steps, 
■mitten  with  the  feme  attached  to  the  Scottish  capital,  wlucb 
at  that  period  seemed  justly  to  merit  the  appellation  afterwards 
bestowed  by  Dr.  Jolmson,  of  a  "  bot^bed  of  genius."  The 
names  (^  the  members  of  a  little  philosophical  society,  ioati- 
tated  about  this  time,  and  of  which  our  author  soon  became  a 
iiyBtjDguished.  orniiai^t^  will  taid  not  s  Utde  to  disglajr  the 
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justice  of  this  rcansrii.     The  first  we  shall  mention  is  Dr.  Ro- 
bertaon^  the  Historian*',  a  man  second  to  none  of  his  contem- 
"■■  poraries,  eithe'  in  abilities  or  r^utation. 

The  next  was  Mr.  Blairf,  who  became  a  popular  preacher, 
and  addicted  himself  to  elegant  Uteratnre  and  composition ;  in 
both  of  which  he  was  allowed  to  excel. 

•  Wllliiin]  Riiitmoa,  D.D.  bom  in  1721,  wu  educilcJ  u  the  Univcniij  of 
EJinburgh  ;  toon  iTtei  Eniihing  hli  itudiii,  beame  MinlilH  of  ibe  Grcf  Fiiaia' 
Cbnnh,  iotbic  FJiyi  and  finally  obtuned  the  hnnnnry  dUcinction  of  OM  of  HbM^n- 
Ij's CbajiUIni  in  ordinal^;  and  alio  ihe office  of  HiilQtiognpber  far  Scntlaod.  HenM 
uofmiuintlj  occupied  the  cluir  of  that  gnve  cungregalion  of  Dliinei,  called  ihe  Geite- 
bI  Aoembt]'. 

Fouened  of  amiable  Duuien,  wd  biilliuit  acinnpUiluiieiiit,  Dr.  R.  aODn  addkted 
himielf  la  Utenry  pnnuiU)  aod  happily  aelected  Hiitorj  for  the  olyectof  bii  bboun. 
Tbat  of  Scotland  «u  devoid  dF  the  oatenlalious  genealcgicalilefcriplionaof  Bnchannan'; 
but  not  wholly  uminctuied,  according  to  aiHiie,  with  many  of  that  learned  ind  ccltbnted 
wiket'i  DOtiMi  in  other  reepem;  [sniGulaily  in  lo  &r  ai  concenu  the  guilt  ol  th*  an- 
happj  Mary. 

The  Hlitoiy  of  Ameika  hu  too  well  reliihed  by  the  Conn  of  Madrid,  (0  be  nleemed 
alragnber  devad  of  partiality ;  and  Ik  '»  accordingly  luppaied  not  to  haTc  been  aiffi- 
ciesily  aevrre  in  condemning  ibe  crDeUica  and  iiyutlice  of  ibe  Gn(  Spaniah  adrentnren. 
Ad  Hiiiocical  Ditquiiiiion  toncemlng  India,  and  a  Sermon  preached  before  the  Society 
Rx  promoling  ChHitian  Kaoiriedge,  onght  alio  to  be  ennmerated  among  tbe  laboun  of 
lUagreit  author,  who  died  in  1703. 

t  Hngh  Blair,  D.D.  of  St.  Andrew'),  wa)  bornatEdinborgh  in  1716;  receiied  the 
ludimeDta  of  hia  education  at  the  High  School  there)  and  at  the  age  of  twelre,  waa 
MObwuIaftif  a  aturient  at  ibe  univemly  i^  that  city.  Atui  fuly  period  oflife,  b*  fbrm*4 
the  plan  of  thou  Chronological  Tablei,  which  being  afterwarda  improred  and  pnUiabeJ 
by  bii  learned  irieiid  Dr.  John  Blair,  procured  Ibr  the  latter  the  [latronage  of  the  Princoa 
Dowager  of  Wiles,  ai  well  aa  a  Prebend  of  Weitminater. 

In  1739,  Mr,  Hugh  Blair  procured  the  degree  of  M.  A.  from  hli  natiie  tmirenity  i 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  waa  licenied  to  preach.  In  175S,  he  obtained  tbe  charge 
of  tbe  High  Church,  after  eierclalng  the  office  of  Paitor  of  the  Canonjaie ;  the  former 
of  tlieae  may  be  coiuidered  aa  a  kuid  of  Scoitiah  Biihopric,  on  account  of  the  great  im- 
portance attached  to  it. 

At  length,  in  I71>9,  he  atruck  out  a  nen  road  to  fortune  and  reputation,  by  com* 
metKing  a  conrie  of  private  lecturo  on  fUifirric  and  Bella  Lettrei.  Theeewere  aomuch 
fbUowed  and  applauded,  that  in  1763,  a  ProfesaoTabip  was  actually  endowed  by  the  Kuig, 
with  a  very  inadequate  tlipend  of  7o'.>  year. 

Id  1763,  he  maintained  the  authenticity  of  the  Poemi  of  Ouian,  by  m earn  ofau  able 
«nd  learned  diaienation.  He  next  addicted  himaelf  to  the  compaiition  of  sennona, 
whidi  were  ornamented  with  an  unusual  degree  of  eloquence;  and  luch,  indeed,  aa 
hid  not  hitherto  been  deliiered  from  >  Scotliah  pulpii.  The  publication  of  the  fini 
rolume  took  place  in  1777,  and  procured  a  moat  eitiaordinary  d^ee  of  popularity 
'to  the  author.  In  17B0  he  obtained  a  penaion  of  aOOf.  a  ytar,  which  wuafierwarda 
incTcaaed  to  300^  At  tbe  age  of  aixty-aisc^  he  reaigc^  hia  professorahip ;  but  his  aaUrj 
was  continued  for  life. 

Aflcr  hia  retreat,  he  puhliabed  hit  lecturei,  trtiich  addetl  not  •  little  to  U*  fomer  R- 
patidnD;  and  died«Ediaburgb  in  1800. 
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Mr.  John  Home*,  "  who  iDtroduc«d  tbe  Tragic  Muse  to 
the  Scottish  Woods,"  and  afterwards  resided  for  many  yeart 
in  England,  waa  another.  He  was  admitted  to  great  intimacy 
widi  a  nobleman,  who  became  Prime  Minister  at  Great  Bri- 
tain; and  although  he  received  many  pierdng  wounds  amid 
the  political  conflicts  of  thetJmea,  yet  he  vas  always  esteemed 
as  a  pleasing  and  most  instructive  companion ;  in  addition  to 
which,  he  attained  high  celebrity  aa  a  literary  character. 

Mr.  Alexander  Wedderbume,  the  youngest  of  all  these,  was 
considered,  even  at  this  period,  not  only  as  a  very  accomplished 
youth,  but  one  destined  to  future  eminence.  He  was  also  a 
most  pleasing  companion ;  and  exhibited  a  degree  of  candour 
and  ingenuousness,  which  obtained  the  love  and  approbation  of 
all  bis  companions,  f 

,  Tile  last  we  shall  here  nienticm,  ia  Mr.  Alexander  Carlyle, 
of  n^om  it  has  been  observed  by  a  contemporary,  "  that  the 
inadequacy  only  of  his  exertions  to  his  powers,  has  predoded 
the  same  literary  eminence,  as  the  most  able  of  his  Sa&ids." 

Id  a  society  so  constituted,  no  common  means  were  affi>rded 
for  iroprovem^it.  Here,  of  course,  an  ample  field  was  af- 
forded for  discussion.  Vigorous  talents  were  set  in  oppositioa, 
to  each  other;  the  candidates  for  different  professions  were 

•  John  Home,  ■  ntt\n  of  ScotUnd,  iTur  recciviiig  ■  cluiicil  (duciiion  U  oiw  rf  (Im 
uniimutln  oF  hu  i»liv«  conntrji,  wu  liccnfid  u  ■  Pmchei ;  liui  btiiiig  piiblutud  > 
tagtij  'Douglu),  wiihdTtw  la  Engluiil,  and  obitined  ihc  fricndilrip  uid  puron^of 
L«d  Bai*.  He  »H  (tticked  bj  Willu*.  Juniua,  tod  Mr.  Huroe  Toake,  in  lucCCHioo ; 
chiet;  on  iccouni  of  hi>  iniimicy  wlih  ihe  ibove-memioiwd  niJilenun. 

f  Alciamler  Widdeibunie,  Snt  crnied  Lord  Lou^horough,  nut iftemrda  EvI of 
Rouljii,  subomin  1733.  He  ni  DfBguodS«Kch&milr ;  wUcb  cinnimtUDce embled 
him.  It  an  sail)'  period,  to  up]re  id  ilie  honouisoThu  proTeuion,  which  wuthtl  oTtlia 
la*.  Ai  the  age  of  ninciRii,  be  madiuiiied  an  Advocate  it  ihe  Seottith  bar  j  bat  being 
diaguaied  at  Tbe'mndun  of  one  of  the  Lordi  of  Seuioi),  be  i>  nid  U>  b*ve  pulled  off  ha 
gown  ID  open  coun,  and  tn  have  abjiued  the  b*i  of  hia  ihutb  KnuitTj.  Repairing  to 
EDglaiid,  he  entered  himirlfa  iiu-lent  af  the  Inner  TciDpIc;  received  •  call  ^on  that 
Socieij  io  17i7t    and  in  ijea.  ubtiineds  ulk  gown. 

Havinf!  b^rn  retnrned  a  irprraentatlve  br  Richnnod  in  Yorkahlie,*!!  the  dignidetf^ 
his  pntfesioii  were  auon  in  full  view  ;  and  afur  t  ccldirit^  political  career,  durii^vhieh 
he  loppiirinl^hnM  obaosloiia  prinriplo  that  gave  like  to,  and  coniinucd  iba  Ametioa 
war,  he  obiaiiied  iham.  In  177S,  he  wai  DomiDalcd  Airamef  GeDBial  j  in  17 BO,  w«i 
oppoinled  Cbief  Jiutite  i^  tbe  Conunon  Pleaa ;  and  in  1793,  became  IaJ  Chancdlot. 
In  IMl,  be  reaignad  ihaualtj  died  luddenlj  in  1803,  andwH  honed  in  St.  hal'a 
Caihedial  j  hansg  previotulj  Mceind  ■  patent  •>  Sid  uf  BohIjo. 
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,  bmn^t  into  contact ;  the  miods  of  both  the  actors  and  au- 
diton  were  mlarged ;  a  generous  emulation,  totally  devoid  of 
jealouqr,  was  produced;  and  moat  <^  the  associates  have 
actually  been  known  to  recur  to  this  period  as  the  best  and 
happiest  of  their  whole  Uves ! 

We  have  been  told,  and  readily  beUeve,  that  these  meet- 
ings acquired  great  c^bri^  from  the  names,  talents,  and 
acquiremeaits  of  the  respective  members ;  and  at  length  gave 
birth  to  a  society,  which  subeists,  althou^  perhaps  with 
dimmished  lustre,  to  the  present  hour. 

According  to  Mr.  Arnot  •,  "  the  ^>eculative  Society  was 
instituted^  A.  D.  1 764),  for  in^irovemmt  in  public  speaking  and 
in  science  in  general,  without  having  peculiar  reference  to  any 
of  its  branches.  The  members  meet  weekly  during  the 
sitting  of  the  Ck>lleg^  in  a  hall  built  by  themsdves,  (A.  D.  1 769,) 
on  a  spot  of  ground  on  the  south  aide  of  the  College  area, 
granted  them,  for  this  special  purpose,  by  the  town  council  of 
Edinburgh,  at  the  reccHnmendation  of  the  Principal  of  the 
universi^.  The  gentlemen  discuss  in  rotation  upon  any 
literary  subject  they  incline ;  and  these  performances  undergo 
a  very  free  criticism.  The  rest  of  the  evening's  entertainment 
consists  of  a  debate  upon  a  subject  previously  t^pointed,  which 
is  <^»^ied  by  one  of  the  members  in  rotation,  and  discussed 
by  the  society  at  large." 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  potation,  that  either  this,  or 
a  atniJar  institution,  most  probably  on  an  enlarged  plan,  exists 
at  this  very  day ;  and  although,  perhaps,  it  does  not  at  pre- 
sent exhibit  such  a  splendid  list  of  men  of  genius ;  yet  it  will 
be  recollected,  that  the  present  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  Mr. 
Homer,  M.  P.  and  several  distinguished  members  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  ^ve  been  members  of  it. 

"  In  his  private  studies,"  we  have  been  told  by  one  of  his 
friends,  "  Mr.  Ferguson,  while  at  Edinburgh,  devoted  his 
da^  attention  to  natural,  moral,  and  pcdidcal  philosophy. 
His  strong,  inquiring  unprejudiced  mind,  versed  in  Grecian 

•  See  Watorj  otSiUnhargh,  4m.  cdii.  p.  430. 
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and  Roman  literature^  rendered  him  a  zeatotu  ftieod  <^  r»- 
donel  and  well-regulated  lib^ty.  He  was  a  constitutiMial 
Whig,  equally  removed  from  Republican  licentiouBoefls,  and 
Tory  bigotry.  Aware  that  ail  political  establishments  ought 
to  be  for  the  good  of  the  whole  people,  he  wished  the  means 
to  vary  in  different  cases,  according  to  the  diversity  of  dia- 
ract^  and  circumstances ;  and  was  convinced  with  Aristotle, 
that  the  perfection  or  defect  of  institutioiis  in  one  ooimtry^ 
does  not  necessarily  imply  either  perfection  or  ddect  of  simiiar 
institutions  in  another ;  and  that  restraint  is  necessary,  in  the 
inverse  proportion  of  general  knowledge  and  virtue.  These 
were  the  s^itiments  he  cherished  in  his  youth ;  these  the  B^h 
timents  he  cherished  in  his  old  age." 

But  as  Mr.  Ferguson  was  intended  to  become  a  Pastor  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  it  was  nec«^ary  to  pay  great  attri- 
tion to  all  the  studies  ccmnected  with  such  a  profession.  H^ 
ther^re,  attended  the  Divinity  Class  with  great  r^ularity; 
and  ^plied  himself  with  his  usual  vigour  of  intellectual  ex- 
ertion, to  comprehend  the  general  nature^  tenets,  and  Ua- 
dency  of  the  Christian  system.  He  accordingly  obtained  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  both  its  evidence  and  details  as  a 
necessary  foundation  for  his  hiture  ministry.  Bat  on  control 
versial  theology,  so  much  the  boast  and  practice  of  a  former 
age,  he  never  once  bestowed  the  least  attention.  The  Pres- 
byterian religion,  which  admits  of  on  equality  c^  pastors,  and 
possesses  a  hierarchy,  ascending  in  due  gradation  from  the 
Kiric  Session  to  the  General  Assembly,  had  been  long  predoo 
mioant  in  Scotland,  and  now  stood  without  an  enranyi  as 
without  a  rival.  He,  therefore,  always  deaned  the  dispata:* 
nous  zeal  of  the  preceding  century,  wholly  inapplicable  to  the 
present;  and  speculative  questions,  tending  to  embitter  the 
minds  of  men  against  each  other,  as  unworthy  of  attention. 

It  was,  however,  the  peculiar  destiny  of  this  good  and  ami- 
able man,  to  ^ipertain  hterally  to  the  Church  MiUtani.  His 
tharacter  having  recommended  him  to  the  nodce  of  Mr.  Mutv 
ray,  brother  to  the  celebrated  Lord  Elibank,  who  was  at  thii 
tims  di^lain  to  the  42d  regiment  of  foot,  and  wished  £or  a 
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-d^uty,  be  selected  the  subject  of  the  present  memoiT  for 
that  purpose.  This  occurred  in  1745,  a  perilous  time  io  Scot- 
land ;  but  as  Mr.  Ferguson  was  a  "  Whig,"  it  may  be 
readily  inferred  that  he  gladly  embraced  the  offer.  Hovever^ 
as  he  had  not  as  yet  attained  the  full  age  of  twenty-one,  and 
had  not  passed  through  the  prescribed  fonos ;  two  insurmount- 
able obstacles  seemed  to  be  opposed  to  his  h(q>es.  Yet  theae 
•were  at  length  removed,  partly  by  assiduity,  and  partly  by 
the  influqice  of  a  good  name. 

The  Kirk  of  Scotland,  justly  jealooB  of  the  attdnmimts  of 
its  Pastors,  has  laid  it  down  as  a  rule^  that  a  candidate  for 
holy  orders  must  study  six  whole  years,  before  he  is  even  pro- 
posed for  "  Trials,"  as  a  "  Probationer;"  or  one  fitted  to  be- 
come a  minister.  Mr.  Ferguson  had,  however,  only  studied 
two ;  but  as  there  was  an  exceptitxi  in  favour  of  those  who 
unda^tood  the  JBrse  or  Gaelic  language;  he  vas  perhaps 
enabled  to  plead,  that  he  came  within  the  jjroviso  here  alluded 
to;  and  yet,  even  in  this  case,  a  series  of  three  years  was  de- 
cided to  be  the  mimmum. 

An  act,  however,  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  consequence 
of  ample  testimonials  from  several  of  the  Professors,  em- 
pow^^  the  Presbytery  to  grant  what  we  would  term  a  dis- 
pensation. In  consequence  of  this  he  was  enabled  to  join  his 
reg^^it,  and  continued  with  it  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war ;  OS  it  distinguished  itself  both  at  Fontent^  and  Berga»^ 
<^zoom,  it  is  most  likely  that  be  visited  Germany,  Ilan- 
ders,  and  Holland.  Id  a  short  tune  too,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  become  principal  chaplain ;  and  in  both  capacities 
waa  greatly  esteemed  by  his  brother  oflScers. 

This  was  cOTt^nly  a  new,  and  q^^arentiy  a  strange  situation 
for  a  young  philosopher ;  but  it  is  precisely  to  this,  p^haps, 
that  we  are  indebted  for  the  Roman  history.  Mr.  Gibbon 
has  declared,  that  the  manceuvres  of  a  battalion  of  militia*, 
under  his  command,  had  enabled  him  to  comprehend  and 
describe  the  evolutions  of  the  Romanl^on ;  and  the  subject 

•  'Hie  SwME  lUpmsnt.    Sec  hit  Uf, 
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oF  this  menuHT,  from  beholding  "  the  pride,  pcrnip,  and  cir- 
cumstances" c^  mod^n  war&re,  was  enabled  to  ctmiprehend 
the  manners,  custinns,  and  discipline  of  the  Pretorian  bands 
at  Rome,  and  the  provincial  camps  on  the  Po,  the  Bhine,  and 
the  Danube. 

"  ThiBwnployment,"  observes  one  of  his  friends,  "presented 
to  Mr.  Ferguson,  Man  is  a  difierent  situation  trom  those 
which  scholars  have  in  modem  times  had  an  opportuni^  of 
contemplating.'  The  learned  and  able  General  Melvill^  when 
expressing  his  regret  that  the  portions  of  history  devoted  to 
military  narratiTe  and  description,  afe  frequently  inferior  to 
other  parts,  and  inadequate  to  the  subject,  assigns  ss  a  reason, 
that  few  sdK^ars  are  soldiers,  and  few  soldiers  —  scholars. 

"  Mr.  Ferguson  bestowed  particular  attention  on  the  ac- 
qoisition  of  militaiy  knowledge ;  and  it  is  probably  owing  to 
the  time  he  spent  in  the  army,  that  his  exhibitions  of  the 
military  character  and  operations  io  his  Roman  History,  are 
no  less  particular,  as  well  as  masterly,  than  his  moral  and  po- 
litical  narratives  and  s^iUments.  Ohe  great  excellence  in  his 
Roman  History  may  be  traced  to  his  diaplaincy.  Deeply 
acquainted  with  ancient  manners,  having  a  strong  and  great 
mind,  Mr.  Ferguson,  in  his  moral  estimates,  affixes  a  very 
hi^  value  to  heroism  and  magnanimity,  whmi  exerted  nnc^ 
the  direction  of  wisdom,  in  the  cause  of  justice.  Hence  the 
military  character  is  in  his  mind,  a  subject  of  great  estimatitm. 
The  life  of  a  soldier,  he  connders  as  frequently  calling  forth 
the  most  powerfid  energies  of  the  head  and  heart." 

The  peice  of  Aix-la-Chiq}eUe  at  length  produced  a  ce»- 
sation  to  the  toils  and  miseries  of  war;  and,  as  is  usual  in  such 
•cases,  the'-  cost  was  now  found  fer  to  exceed  the  profit ;  the 
latter  being  problematical,  while  the  former  was  certain.  This 
event  afforded  an  opportunity  to  our  young  chajdain  to  re- 
turn, on  leave  of  absence,  to  Ms  native  country.  He  accord- 
ingly spent  a  oonsiderable  period  in  Scotiand,  v^ere  he  di- 
vided his  time  between  Edinburgh  and  his  fether's  parsonage. 
At  the  former  place,  he  renewed  his  acquaintance  with  the 
fiiands  of  his  early  youth;  at  the  latter,  he  viewed  with  in- 
11 
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Oreaaed  pleasure  his  native  village  of  Ix>gierait*,  which  now 
exhilated  a  great  increase^  both  of  houses  and  inhabitant^  At 
that  period,  it  still,  however,  continued  to  retain  a  pastoral 
^ipearance.  The  heath-covovd  hills  were  irtuteaed  with 
«heep,  and  cattle  of  all  kinds,  strayed  around  than;  while  the 
distant  mountains,  assuming  a  darker  hu^  gave  an  air,  both 
of  wildnesE  and  of  interest,  to  the  surrounding  sceneiy.  Near 
to  the  diurch  is  an  eminence,  commanding  a  most  extensive 
and  diversified  prospect  In  the  vicinity  of  this  religious 
structure,  there  is  also  a  beautifiil  green,  which,  in  conse- 
c|uence  of  sloping  from  the  brow  of  a  high  hill,  and  being 
sheltered  from  the  keen  northerly  and  easterly  winds  l^  means 
of  rocks,  affords  a  most  rcanantic  proEpect  of  the  adjacoit 
eonntry.  It  was  here^  just  by  "  the  Grreen  Gate^"  that  our 
author  spent  a  large  portion  of  his  time  in  the  open  air ;  ather 
in  reading  a  book,  or  contemplating  the  wild  beauties  around 
him.  He  was  accustomed  also  to  strdl  along  the  mai^s 
of  the  two  adjac«it  rivers;  and  on  the  banks  c^  die  Tummd 
he  was  enabled  to  contemplate  the  ruins  of  an  old  fortified 
castle,  said  to  have  been  the  residence  of  Robert  II.  after 
his  abdication  of  die  crown.  Such  was  the  situation  of  Lo- 
g^enAattiiatp«iod;  but  the  scoie  is  changed,  for  the  chief 
ol^t  in  former  days  has  now  become  an  odious  distillery  for 
the  manu&cture  of  whiskey ! 

About  this  period  Mr.  Ferguson  appears  to  have  entertained 
serious  deugns  of  settling  in  life.  So  humble  was  his  ambi- 
tion at  that  moment,  that  he  actually  became  desirous  to 
obtain  the  hving  of  Caputh,  a  romantic  litUe  parish,  watered 
by  the  Tay,  the  Ila,  and  the  Lunan,  and  foil  of  druidical 
monuments.  It  is  not  &r  from  Dunkeld,  only  twelve  miles 
distant  from  Perth,  and  hiU  fifty-two  from  Edinburgh;  it 
is,  however,  an  obscure  place,  and  the  hving  was  then  small 
and  incompetent  Luddly  for  him  and  for  die  world,  the 
Duke  of  Athol,  the  lay-patrrai,  was  inexorable  in  respect  to 

*  Logienit,  according  to  the  puliimentuj  emunerWian  oT  isoi,  then  oootdntd 
flS7  bonset,  lad  .3890  inhiblontt,  of  fhota  1 189  vn:  niamed  u  tmpiojei  in  lnd« 
*nd  mmificiuTe*. 
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these  wishes,  which  would  have  secluded  him  from  the  study 
of  that  philosophy,  which  afterwards  illumined  all  around  him 
by  the  splendour  of  its  beams.  It  was  this  retusal,  perhaps, 
that  prevented  him  from  soliciting  the  living  of  Lt^eriUt, 
during  the  last  illness  of  his  &ther,  which,  although  also  in- 
considerable, was  Ikr  better  than  that  of  Caputh. 

But  although  Mr.  Ferguson  could  not  obtain  any  prefer- 
ment in  the  Kirk,  yet  he  had  by  this  time  acquired  a  great 
&cility  in  writdng,  and  no  little  celebrity  by  the  diffusion  of 
bis  sermons.  In  consequence  of  this,  others,  of  far  inferior 
talents,  obt^ned  no  small  d^ree  of  &me,  by  deUvering  them 
in  the  presence  of  crowded  congregatitms ;  although  he  him- 
self does  not  appear  to  have  reaped  any  benefit  wbaUoev^ 
from  those  learned  discourses,  which  savoured  of  the  f^- 
losophy  of  ancient  times.  "  Indeed,"  observes  one  of  his 
countrymen,  who,  like  himself  was  bred  to  the  church,  "  the 
cast  of  his  mind,  or,  more  pn^ietly  speakings  his  habits  of 
composition  were  Uttle  fitted  for  a  popular  audience.  He 
had  early  imbibed  a  great  portion  of  the  spirit  of  the  Stoic 
philosophy.  He  could  not  ^together  be  said  to  be  a  Stmc, 
but  was  and  has  uniformly  been  a  Peripatetic,  with  a  strong 
bias  U>  Stoicism.  His  sermons  were  profound  moral  essays, 
exhibiting  a  philosophy  compounded  of  that  of  Aristotle  and 
of  2eno,  and  consequently  were  beyond  the  compr^ensioD 
of  a  majority  of  hearers.  Indeed,  in  point  of  popularity, 
Mr.  Ferguson  was  very  far  surpassed  by  commouhplace  de- 
claimers  of  bnatical  rant  about  faith  and  grace,  to  the  ^- 
clusion  of  virtue ;  thunderers  who  could  work  on  the  &ttcy  by 
terrible  images ;  or  flippant  pretty  spinsters,  who  could  tickle, 
the  ears  with  melodious  nonsense. 

"  There  was,  and  we  believe  there  is  stilly  a  practice  in 
Scotland  that  originated  in  the  conventicles ;  at  the  adminis- 
tratioQ  <^  the  Lords'  Supper,  the  Clergy  met  in  club>  at 
the  place  where  that  holy  rite  was  performed.  Their  le- 
spective  parishioners  followed  them,  and  from  ten  in  the 
morning  till  six  in  the  evening,  were  entertained  with  ser- 
mons, ddivered  &om  a  place  which  they  g^led  a  Tentf  viz. 

Dcillizedoy  Google 


DH.  ADAM  TEHOUSON.  S41 

two  sledges  covered  with  canvaa,  standing  agunst  each  other, 
and  joined  by  a  cross-bar.  Standing  at  this  bar,  the  ministen 
delivered  sermons,  in  which  reason  was  of  less  consequence 
than  roaring ;  the  chief  praise  being  bestowed  on  him  who 
bad  the  strongest  lungs.  Mr.  Feiguson  not  being  eminent 
for  the  loudness  of  his  voice,  never  distinguished  himself  at 
these  exhibitions."  • 

At  length  Mr.  Ferguson  resigned  bis  cbi^laincy  in  the 
42d  Regimentf,  and  bad  influence  sufficient  to  obtain  the 
appointment  for  his  nephew,  the  late  Rev.  James  Stewart. 
This  transfer  is  supposed  to  have  taken  place  through  the 
uifliience  of  Lord  John  Murray,  son  of  a  former  Duke  of 
Athol,  and  for  many  years  representative  for  the  county  of 
Perth ;  who  always  deemed  it  an  honour  to  be  conudered  at 
one  of  his  friends. 

We  next  find  the  subject  of  tins  memoir  residing  as  a  pri- 
vate tutor  in  the  family  of  the  Earl  of  But^  in  which  situation 
he  continued  for  two  years.  Had  he  remained  during  a 
longer  period,  he  would  assuredly  have  beheld  the  head  of 
that  ancient  house,  exerusing  the  office  of  Premier,  and  oc- 
cupying a  high  place  in  the  confidence  of  His  present  Ma- 
jesty. Perhaps,  in  this  case,  he  might  have  directed  his  views 
towards  preferment  in  the  south ;  but  no  office  held  by  bim 
in  England,  could  have  rendered  him  so  generally  use&l 
to  all,  08  that  to  which  he  was  destined  m  his  native 
country. 

Ia  1759,  a  xactaxy  in  the  professorship  of  Natmral  Fhi- 
l9E<^hy  opened  a  new  and  most  interesting  career  to  his 
ambition.  He  retained  this  situation  between  four  and  five, 
years ;  and  reagned  it  at  the  end  of  that  period,  for  one  con- 

•  "  Tlute  w«  in  the  lowlind  put  of  ParU«hrr«,  tome  j»n  ago,  ■  dngjmiDn 
•mincDt  in, the  pulpU  f»c  the  exutlati  of  hi*  miuinl  paiBBn,  ihit  wben  he  pronouDcad 
tlw  mtd  G^ipadocia,  the  oDmen  begui  to  §eb  s  tfU  whrp,  whh  the  inie  CiIcdoDtui 
eireuman  twu^ ,  &■  brangbt  out  MiMMVAMiA,  there  wu  *  geneial  couceri  of 

II  nuj  be  necenUT  to  ettte,  ih>t  both  tbie  note  lad  thil  poctioii  of  iL*  tut  ran- 
necied  with  it,  woe  Tiitten  hj  a  lit*  Semutd  Dirine  uid  D.D.  of  ilie  charch  of 

SC0tUD(l.-~£D. 
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nected  with  men  and  manners,  and,  therefore,  asBuredly  better 
suited  to  his  habits  and  his  genius.  From  the  chair  of  Moral 
Hiilosopfay,  he  accordingly  delivered  a  caurse  of  lectures, 
dravip  up  in  his  closet,  with  no  common  degree  of  industry, 
success,  and  discrimination. 

Three  years  after,  (1767,)  he  published  his  "  Essay  on 
Civil  Society,"  a  subject  intimately  connected  both  with  his 
studies  and  his  professional  pursuits.  This,  which  is  his  first 
work  in  point  of  time,  contributed  not  a  httlc  to  raise  him  in 
the  estimation  of  both  his  contemporaries  and  the  public. 
The  nniversity  accordingly  hastened  to  confer  the  d^ee  of 
LL.D.;  and  soon  derived  no  small  accession  of  splendour 
from  his  increasing  celebrity. 

Soon  after  this  he  once  more  revisited  his  native  village^ 
and  in  the  course  of  the  same  year,  married  the  niece  of 
Dr.  Black  * ;  a  young  lady  who  came,  hke  his  own  mother, 
from  the  shire  of  Aberdeen,  and  whose  maiden  name  was 
Burnet. 

'  His  second  work,  consistjiig  of  Institutes,  or  a  Sync^is  of 
LiCctures,  was  published  nearly  about  the  same  tim^  for  the 
use  of  the  students  in  his  class.  It  served  them  at  once  as  a  text- 
liook  for  reference ;  and  a  chart  for  directing  their  course  in 
the  various  branches  of  moral  and  political  science,  through 
which  they  were  desUned  to  steer  under  his  management. 

As  his  situation  became  daily  more  prosperous,  and  ind&- 
pendraice,  if  not  affluence,  was  now  within  his  grasp ;  he  selected 
a  country  residence,  where  he  occasionally  resided  during  the 
vacation,  and  amused  himself  with  viewing  and  participating  in 
the  labours  of  his  litde  &rm.  In  town  he  was  enabled  to  cul- 
tivate an  acquaintance  with  such  of  his  countrymen,  as  were 
likely  to  prove  serviceable  or  agreeable,  dther  by  their  influx 
ence  <x  tiidr  abiUties :  indeed  his  merits  were  eo  generally  ao- 
knorwledged,  as  to  make  him  conrted  by  all  ranks  and  descrip- 
tioQs  of  persons.     Among  Uieae^  one  of  the  chief  ha|^>aied  to 

*  Jowph  BUck,  D.D.  born  n  Booidraai,  tnd  cdnc^Md  U  Gli^ow.  H*  rac- 
eMdad  Dr.  CalUn  in  tbt  ehcniied  ehiir  M  E£al>u^,  wd  dinli^tutbat  himtdf  gmtly 
%  Vak  dtKOTMlei  in  the  u'ibdc^  wUch  ba  tniriu  with  m  m«cli  npntnloB  lad  idcmw. 
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!be  die  late  Henry  Dimdas,  afierwards-LordViBCOUht  Melville. 
He  was  at  this  time  a  yoang  }a,wyeT  of  high  expectations, 
which  were  not  indeed  disappointed ;  for  alter  becoming  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland,  he  turned  aside  from  professional  ho- 
nours, and  not  only  aspired  to,  but  attained  the  highest  offices 
as  a  statesman.  Another  was  David  Hume,  one  of  the  best 
historians  and  most  acute  reasoners  of  his  day.  To  the  ho- 
nour of  both,  although  differing  most  essentially,  not  only  in 
point  of  religion,  but  also  perhaps  in  respect  to  politics,  thc^ 
met,  conversed  with,  and  formed  a  friendship  for  each  other. 
Such  was  the  ilhberalitf,  however,  of  the  times,  that  this 
oonnection  was  held  up  as 'disadvantageous  to  the  character 
and  pursuits  of  our  author;  for  it  had  been  supposed  that 
the  gentleman  In  question  was  so  dangerous  a  character,  that 
none  of  his  own  couiitrym^i,  however  good  or  able,  could 
come  in  contact  with  him,  without  incurring  the  danger  of 
pollution ! 

As  Dr.  Ferguson  had  already  been  abroad,  and  still  retain- 
ed a  passion  for  travelling,  he  could  not  resist  an  o&er  from 
the  guardians  of  the  late  Lord  Chesterfield  {nephew  to  the 
celebrated  Earl)  of  accompapying  him  to  foreign  countries 
in  the  capacity  <^  a  tutor.  H^  acccnrdingly  left  Edinburgh  for 
Ixotdon  in  177S,  and  madf/a  tour  on  the  Cc»itdnMit,  which 
included  most  of  the  countries  usually  visited  on  similar 
occasions.  After  an  absence  of  a  year  and  a  half,  he  resumed 
his  former  occupations ;  the  chur  of  moral  philosophy  had 
been  filled  by  a  deputy  *  during  hia  absence. 

This  professional  recess  proved  not  a  little  advantageous  to 
Ws  mind  and  fortune,  both  of  which  were  improved  by  it  His 
lectures  were  now  crowded,  not  only  with  a  concourse  of  ordi- 
nary students,  but  also  by  anwnber  ofmenirftankandfor- 
tnne,  some  of  whom  we  shall  here  enumerate. 

1.  Sir  John  Macpherson,  BarL  was  one  of  those  who^  about 
diia  time,  or  perhaps  a  Httle  before  formed  on  intimacy,  whicb 
fiopn  ripened  into  a  friendship,  with  Dr.  IVgusoii,  that  death 


*  Dr.  Dugkkl  Stewut. 
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alone  haa  diMcvered.     He  was  accompanied  hy  die  two  Gre- 

villes,  brothers  to  the  Earl  erf*.  Warwick ;  and  while  afterwards 
occapied  about  r^mu  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  wd- 
&re  o[  -the  East .  India  Company,  as  goremor-general  of  Bm- 
gal*  Sii  John  carried  on  a  most  interesliiig  correspondence 
widi  the  amiable  and  learned  prefessor. 

S.  The  Bight  Honourable  William  Adam,  Lord  Cmunis- 
dfflier,  and  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  Scotland. 

8.  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  while  Lord  Maitland,  also  at- 
toided  his  class,  and  distingnished  himself  by  an  "  Essay  on 
Travelling,"  which  was  propounded -as  one  of  the  themes  or  ex- 
ercises for  his  pupils.  To  these  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  add 
a  great  number  of  men*  who  have  since  attained  a  high  rank  in 
•udety. 

Meanwhile,  Dr.  Fei^uson  was  not  inattentive  to  what  was 
pasdng  around  hiti^  for  in  1 7?6,  he  pubhshed  an  'answer  to 
Dr.  Prices*  celebrated  "  Observations  on  Liberty  and  Civil 
Govarnment,"  which  we  shall  mention  hereatter.  His  literary 
labours  did  not  stt^  her^  for  he  now  commenced  his  Roman 
History,  for  which  he  had  been  making  prqiaraUons  during  a 
aeries  of  yean.  But  the  events  of  die  war,  wbidh  unhappily 
involTed  this  country  in  a  long  and  perilous  contest  with  h^ 
colonies,  and  finally  ended  in  their  emancipation,  prevented  the 
immediate  coiS|detion  t^that  very  original  and  nuMt  important 
work. 

Lord  North,  who  then  presided  over  public  afiurs^  with 
both  the  title  and  influoice  of  Prime  Minister,  after  n^lect- 
ing  the  frequent  warnings  of  Opposition,  and  despising  the  in- 

*HidMrd  Ftict,  D.  D.  wd  F.B.S.  bora  ia  Gkmoquiihuc,  in  1733,  ml  fbl 
muij  jeu»  Minliter  of  th«  DMKnting  MMling  U  Hv^rj,  in  whidi  cht^  b«  wu 
waeefitA.  b;  Dr.  Fritttliy. 

At  tlie  coamcnnarat  cf  ihe  Amnietn  vti,  tw  pablUbcd  hii  ctlcbnUd  tnet  oo 
Ciril  USxitj,  ncBtkHMd  Id  tfac  leit,  for  vliich  he  obuined  *a  aunimoo*  tm*  of 
tbula  fion  dw  Qt;  WLoadoa. 

Bit  tKUbe  oa  the  NitioHl  Debt,  ■errtd  topdnl  oni  ihc  gulph  afbuikniptc;  iato 
iduch  MH  tnd  c^Rttlra  wm  me  likelj  to  pncipiuu  tha  nttion  g  wIuIb  hli  Mmion  at 
the  eoDuoenceiaeDt  of  tlw  FtOMii  Rendution,  piodaeed  Mt.  Bniln  on  ilu  lUge,  u)d  gi*« 
birth  ta  *  politieel  eontmeny,  tccon|iw]ied  with  dmb;  menxmUa  orcnti. 

Dt.  Piie«  Sti  in  1791,  Md  hii  lift  hM  ht^  baen  poUiibed  b;  hu  ii*plie«t  Mt. 
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trigues  of  die  French  Cabinet,  at  length  bdidd  a  crisis  aboat 
to  talie  -j^ace,  which  threat«ied  Britain  with  a  new  war,  and 
himsdfwithdiBCfnnfituie  and  disgrace.  Finding  that  General 
Burgoyn^  with  his  v4iole  army,  had  beoi  captured  at  Sarab^; 
that  the  people  were  weary  of  a  contest  whence  no  baieficial 
results  could  possibly  be  derived ;  and  that  Spain,  France,  and 
even  HcJIand,  were  likely  to  assume  a  hostile  f^pearsnce;  it 
was  determined  to  recur  to  a  new,  original,  and  extraordinary 
measure. 

Accordingly  on  the  I7th  of  February,  1778)  the  Premier 
hrou^t  in  a  bill  containing  a  conciliatory  plan  with  the 
insui^ent  States,  by  which  His  Majesty  was  enabled  "tonomi- 
nate  commissioners,  with  sufficient  power  to  treat,  consult,  and 
agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  disorders  now  subsisting 
in  certcun  of  the  colonies  in  America."  These  were  empowered 
to  treat  with  the  Congress,  as  if  it  were  alegalbod^:  or  with 
any  individuids  whatsoever,  either  in  their  present  dvil  caiptr- 
cities,  or  militaty  commands ;  they  were  armed  with  authority 
to  order  a  cessation  of  arms,  to  suqiend  the  (^>eration  of  all 
laws,  uid  to  grant  all  sorts  of  pardons.  A  preliminary  re- 
nunciation of  independence  was  not  to  be  required  of  Ame- 
rica; and  a  contribution  in  any  shape  was  not  to  be  insisted 
upon. 

The  commisnoners  nominated  on  this  occa*ft>n,  were  the 
Earl  of  Carhsle  * ;  Mr.  Eden  f ;  and  Governor  Johnstone  % ; 
while  Dr.  Feiguson  was  iq>pcdDted  secretary,  an  honourable 

■  IWUi^  Howwl,  Bail  of  Culiile,  md  K.  G.  !•  ilw  «Jc  nnitiug  member  oT  tlik 
coanunoD.  He  »m  odI;  dUtinguiihed  m  ihii  peii^d  u  ■  poet ;  end  peihtp  wh  in- 
debted to  bu  (UUnce  with  ihs  SttSnd  fmniilj  for  hii  ippaioliDnit. 

t !%«  Right  HtMUHinble  WiHUm  Eden  wu  ifierwinta  netted  Lord  Auckbnd,  ud 
wu  eai^07*d  in  nuj  imporunl  ndarioiH;  pnticnlu'tf  dut  of  ■mbundsi  to  Hcdiad. 
Ha  died  >J>«t  ihm  ftan  tince. 

tGwoge  Johnatoaa,  ,ihe  ion  irf's  Scociiih  Btiooet,  andbimlur  to  SiiWilliunPHl- 
tcMj,  ma  branght  up  in  the  (MT7  ;  benmetPoM  Cipuin  in  ircui  end  in  17 S3,  or 
1764,  abnlned  the  ij^iniment  of  Gotetnor  of  Wen  Florid*.  On  liii  reiiini,  tie  Mt 
in  puUuaent  for  muij  Tern ;  md  fought 'a  duel  with  Ijotd  Gcrage  CcnuuBe,  ifter- 
•udi  Loid  awlnllU. 

GoiwnorJelusMM  died  in  1717- 
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and  important  office,  for  which  he  was  perhajw  indebted  to  the 
friendship  of  Mr.  Dundas,  afterwards  Lrad  Melville. 

The  following  historical  details  will  conv^  the"  best  idea  of 
the  consequences  arising  out  of  this  misdwi. 

"  In  the  banning  of  June,  1778,  the  new  commissionera 
arrived  at  Rtiladelphia,  more  than  a  month  after  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  with  France  had  been  formally  exchanged. 
The  reception  they  met  with,  was  such  as  men  the  most  oppo- 
site in  their  politics  had  foreseen  and  tbretold.  Dr.  Ferguson, 
■secretary  to  the  commission,  was  refused  a  passport  to  congress, 
and  they  were  compelled  to  forward  their  pa^MTs  t^  the  com- 
mon means. 

*'The  commissicHiers,  at  the  very  outset,  made  concessions  &r 
greater  than  the  Americans,  in  their  several  petitions  to  the 
King,  had  requested  or  desired,  —  greater  indeed,  than  the 
powOTS  conferred  upon  them  by  the  act  seemed  to  authorize. 
Amongst  the  most  remarkable  of  these,  was  the  engagemait 
*  to  agree,  that  no  military  force  should  be  kept  up  in  the  dif- 
ferent states  of  America,  without  the  consent<rf' the  general  con- 
gress, or  of  the  several  assembhes, — to  concur  in  measures  calcu- 
lated to  discharge  the  debts  of  America,  and  to  raise  the  credit 
and  valiie  of  the  p^er  circulation,  —  to  admit  of  represent- 
atives from  the  several  states,  who  should  have  a  seat  and  voice 
in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  —  to  establish  a  freedom  of 
l^slation,  and  internal  government,  comprehending  every 
privilege  short  of  a  total  separation  of  interests,  or  consbtent 
with  that  union  of  force  on  which  the  safety  of  the  common  re- 
ligion and  liberty  depends.' 

"  These  papers,  when  laid  before  the  Congress,  were  read 
with  astonishment  and  regret;  but  &om  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, they  had  neither  the  will,  nor  the  power  to  recede. 
An  answer,  therefore,  brief  but  conclusive,  was  returned  by 
the  President,  Henry^I.aurens,  declaring,  *  that  nothing  but  an 
earnest  desire  to  sparethe  furtho-  effusion  of  liuman  blood,  could 
have  induced  them  to  read  a  paper  containing  expressions  so 
dbrespectfill  to  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  thai  ally,  or  to 
8 
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consider  of  propositions  so  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  m  in- 
dependent  nation.  The  commission  under  which  they  act» 
-supposes  the  people  of  America  to  be  still  sul^ectsofthe  crown 
of  Great  Britain;  which  is  an  idea  utterly  inadmissible.' " 

The  President  added,  "  that  he  was  directed  to  inform  their 
Excellencies  of  the  inclination  of  Congress  to  peace,  notwith- 
standing the  unjust  claims  from  which  this  war  ori^nated,  and 
the  savage  manner  in  which  it  had  been  conducted.  They 
will  therefore  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconsistent  with  treatie* 
already  subsisting,  when  the  King  of  Great  Britain  shall  de-  ' 
monstrate  a  sincere  disposition  for  that  purpose;  and  the  only 
solid  proof  of  this  disposition,  will  be  an  explicit  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  or  the  with- 
drawing his  fleets  and  armies." 

On  receiving  this  reply,  the  Conunissioners  t^pealed  to  tjie 
petfile  at  large ;  and  in  a  valedictory  manifesto,  threatened  to 
chastise  the  Americans  for  their  obstinacy,  should  th^  dare  to 
persevere  in  hostilities. 

It  has  been  reported,  that  Governor  Johnstone  had  made  an 
'  indirect  attempt,  by  means  of  a  lady,  to  bribe  several  of  the 
leading  members  of  Congress ;  and  that  he  offered  Mr.  Joseph 
Reed,  in  particular,  the  sum  of  10,000/.  to  secure  his  good  <^ 
fices;  to  which  the  following  most  unexpected  reply  was  given 
by  that  sturdy  Republican,  vi2, :  — "  that  he  was  not  worth 
purchasing ;  but  such  as  he  was,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was 
not  rich  enough  to  do  it." 

Ihis  important  embassy,  whence  so  much  good  had  been 
augured,  now  found  it  necessary  to  return  home;  and  Dr.  F^ 
guson,  agunst  whose  conduct  neither  public  nor  private  ca- 
lumny had  ventured  to  whisper  a  single  syllable  of  dispraiacj 
calmly  returned  to  tlie  usual  exercise  t£  his  professional  and 
customary  avocations.  He  accordingly  resumed  the  charge  of 
his  class,  and  renewed  his  literary  labours,  so  &r  as  they  were 
connected  with  the  History  of  Rom^  when  disengaged  from  ' 
professional  piursfiitsl  This  work  at  length  made  its  appear- 
ance in  1782;  and  two  years  -^er,  he  resigned  the  chair  of 
R  4 
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Moral  F1ii]o«ophy,  in  &vour  of  Mr.  Dngald  Stewart ;  whUe 
he  himself  b;  a  peculiar  indulgence,  was  permitted  to  tetire 
on  the  salary  of  the  mathematical  class. 

But  even  then  he  did  not  relax  into  indolence ;  for  he  now 
employed  himself  in  fitting  and  ccHTecting  bis  lectures  ibr  the 
press,  which  were  afterwards  published,  under  the  form  of  8 
Treatise  on  Moral  and  Political  Science,  in  179S :  of  which  a 
second  edition,  considerably  enlarged,  has  since  appeared. 

By  this  time  he  had  retired  to  a  place  called  Manor,  near 
Peebles,  and  about  twenty  miles  from  Edinburgh.  Here,  in  the 
bosom  of  his  iamily,  consisting  of  ax  children,  he  passed  his 
time  very  pleasantly;  and  addicted  himself  to  ferming,  for  which 
he  possessed  a  great  taste.  But  it  is  no  disparagement  either 
to  his  skill  or  talents,  i^  like  the  ablest  agriculturalist  of  the 
present  day*,  h«  did  not  find  it  as  profitable  as  it  was  pleasant. 
He  at  length  resigned  his  &vourite  and  fashionable  amusement^ 
whi<^  is,  perhaps,  alone  fitted  either  foropulent  experimentalists, 
or  such  as,  being  literally  bred  to  the  plough,  are  acquainted 
■with,  and  competent  to  superintend,  as  wdl  as  to  perform  its  va- 
rious branches.  There  are  a  thousand  petty  advantages  towhicH 
fiberal  and  wdl-edacated  minds  cannot  stoop;  but  which,  on 
the  other  hand,  enable  the  profe8si<Hial  brmer  to  bring  up  and 
educate  a  &nuly  in  the  honest  habits  <^  industry  andeccmcony. 

Being  now  wholly  exempt  fnaa  cares  of  all  kinds,  and  en- 
joying a  good  state  of  health,  as  well  as  a  omipetent  fortune 
Dr.  Ferguson,  at  an  advanced  period  of  life,  conceived  the  ex- 
traordinary resolution  of  visiting  Rome,  and  viewing  in  person 
the  scenes  of  those  great  events,  which  he  had  described  in  his 
History.  He  accordin^y  repaired  once  more  to  the  Continenr, 
and  visited  Berlin  and  Vienna,  in  both  (d*  which  cities  he  was 
received  with  great  attention  and  politeness,  in  consequence  of 
letters  of  introduction  from  a  &vourite  pupil-j-,  who  had  been 
recently  there.  He  th«i  proceeded  southward,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  events  of  the  I^Yench  Revolution  from  residing 
long  abroad. 

•  Mr.  AidmrYiRBg,  Seenur;  to  ths  Baud  if  Agrioihura. 
t  St  JohB  Mtfimmia,  But. 
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To  this  great  political  {^enomoioii  he  had  long  and  ear- 
nestlydirectedhis  whoIeattentioD.  The  former  political  system 
of  Tnsux,  ibonded  on  despotism,  and  supported  by  Boperati- 
Ucoi,  had  always  appeared  odious  to  him :  but  oh  the  other 
hand,  he  dreaded  the  effects  of  a  popular  government,  by  the 
operation  of  which  he  had  beheld  many  of  the  Continental 
Princes  reduced  to  a  state  of  vassalage;  and  Europe  itself 
ready  to  succumb  under  the  pressure  of  numerous,  powerful, 
and  victorious  armies.  To  r«medy  these  evils,  which  he  in  poirt 
saw  andjn  part  anticipated,  Dr.  Ferguson  drew  up  a  memorial, 
wluch  has  been  kindly  confided  to  the  perusal  of  the  author  of 
this  article.  In  it  he  first  points  out  the  losses  already  incurred, 
as  well  as  the  dangers  io  perspective ;  and  proposes  a  general 
congress,  exacdy  similar  to^  and  with  the  precise  views  of  that 
which  BO  lately  has  assembled  at  Vienna. 

C^  his  return  once  more  to  his  native  country,  the  subject 
df  this  memoir  settled  at  St.  Andrew's,  a  place  endeared  to 
him  fi^m  early  habits,  and  admirably  fitted,  indeed,  for  the  re- 
tirement of  a  literary  man  in  easy  circumstances.  Here  he 
was  «naUed  to  converse  with  many  able  scholars  belonging  to 
the  university;  and  also  to  vi^t  a  number  of  agreeable  and 
Well-infenned  persons,  who,  like  himself,  had  been  induced  to 
stjoum  in  this  place.  Her^  Ux^  Mr.  George  Dempster,  after 
serving  many  years  in  Parliament,  with  a  high  reputation  for 
intc^^,  had  token  up  his  abode;  and  although  an  octogenarian, 
he  still  contributes  not  a  little  by  his  presence  to  enhance  the 
pleasures  of  the  circle  with  which  he  is  surrounded. 

It  was  h«%  that  Dr.  Ferguson  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  ease,  comfort,  and  happiness.  His  company  was  still 
courted  by  all  around  him ;  and  death,  instead  of  assailing  him 
•oddenly,  by  means  of  acute  and  painful  diseases,  approached 
his  couch  gradually  and  without  terror.  He  accordingly  re- 
ngned  his  life  at  on  age  which  may  be  deemed  patriarchal. 

He  has  left  behind  him  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  His 
ddest  Km,  Adam,  was  bred  to  the  law,  under  one  of  the  writers 
to  the  Sgnet;  but  imbilung  the  military  spirit  of  the  age,  he 
10 
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obtained  ft  cotnmiBsioQ  in  the  army,  and  is  now  a  Ct^tain  in  a 
marcliing  regiment. 

Another  son,  John  Macpherson,  chose  the  navy  for  his  pro- 
fession. He  has  accordingly  passed  through  the  usual  grada- 
tions of  midshipmaii,  lieutenant,  and  commander ;  and  is  at 
this  moment  on  a  cruize  in  the  Nimrod,  a  sloop  of  war  under 
his  orders. 

A  third  is  in  India,  where  he  is  very  comfortably  situated  in 
the  possession  of  a  respectable  office  tinder  the  Company.  His 
daughters  still  reside  in  their  father's  house  at  St.  Andrew's, 
being  lefl  in  such  circumstances  as  to  be  enabled  to  keep  up  a 
respectable  appearance. 

In  hifl  person,  the  Doctor  was  well-formed,  active,  and  mus- 
cular. His  complexion  fair ;  his  eyes  blue.  In  the  language 
of  one  of  his  pupils,  "  his  features  were  handsome,  while  his 
countenance  indicated  the  qualities  of  his  head  and  heart.  The 
expression  of  his  eyes  was  rather  thoughtful  than  animated ; 
the  serene  rays  of  intelligence  iidly  overbalancing  the  want  of 
the  lustre  that  proceeds  from  mere  colour."  There  is  a  very 
fine  and  correct  portrait  of  him^in  an  ajiti-room,  at  Brompton 
Grove." 

Unlikethe  generality  of  Uterary  and  theoretical  men.  Dr.  Fer- 
guson possessed  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  world.  He  had 
travelled  over  most  of  the  countries  of  Europe ;  and  had  con- 
versed with  courtiers,  statesmen,  and  politicians.  He  had  seen 
mankind  under  various  forms  of  government,  and  in  almost 
every  possible  form  of  society;  this  enabled  him  to  treat  of  man 
with  a  degree  of  knowledge  and  precision  that  few  of  our  mo- 
dem philosophers  were  capable  o£ 

In  respect  to  his  health,  we  have  been  told,  that  about  the 
age  of  fifty,  he  was  sazed  with  something  that  resembled  an 
apoplectic  fit ;  and  by  the  advice  of  his  physician,  ever  after 
abstained  fi-om  wine.  From  this  time  his  health  improved,  and 
he  appears  to  have  been  less  Uable  to  disease  than,  the  genera^ 
lity  of  literary  men. 

•  An  eDgnYingotthii  hu  Wnmideb;  J.  V.htnt,  fiom  KdnwiDg  bj  W.£«*m. 
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With  Dr.  Blair,  Dr.  Kack,  Dr.  Carlisle,  snd  Mr.  Home,  he 

spent  a  large  portion  of  Ma  time  while  at  Edinbui^K;  and  he 
was  a  distinguished  member  of  the  "  Poker  Club,"  in  which 
the  names  of  these  gentlemen  and  many  other  celebrated  men 
were  enrolled.  On  leaving  the  Scottish  capital,  he  was  de- 
prived of  this  pleasure ;  but  be  consoled  himself  by  txmvene 
with  his  &mily,  a  variety  of  private  firiendships,  and  an  exten- 
sive and  interesting  oorre^ondence. 

His  habits  were  acknowledged  to  have  be»i  those  of  an  «c- 
compliehed  gentleman;  Ms  conversatifm  both  pleasing  and 
simple;  his  manners  prepoaseesing  and  unostentatious.  N<^ 
thing  of  the  pedant  was  discoverable  in  his  modes  oS  life,  which 
were  those  of  a  private  genUeman,  well  bred,  a&ble,  and  dia- 
cre^ 

In  point  of  fortnne,  he  must  have  \jeeti  deemed  t^mlent  for 
a  philosopher.  His  salary;  the  profits  of  his  class;  the  pro- 
duce of  bis  works;  added  to  two  pensions,  one  Ircnn  govern- 
ment, of,  we  believe,  400/.  per  annum ;  and  the  other  frran  the 
Ute  Lord  Chesterfield,  of  SOO/.  per  annum,  placed  him  in  easy 
circumstances.  By  these  means,  joined  to  the  munificent  pi^ 
sents  ofone  of  his  pupils,  (Sir  J.  Macpherson,)  he  was  enabled 
to  purchase  a  small  estate,  and  to  live  in  a  recpectabie  man- 
ner at  St  Andrew's,  where  he  expended  lOOOf.  on  a  hous^ 
gardens,  &c. 

In  respect  to  reli^on,  Dr.  Ferguson  was  moderate  libo^ 
and  uruisGuming.  Bred  in  the  tenets  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
and  a  firm  believer  in  revelation,  he  yet  did  not  disclaim  the  ac- 
quaintance of  those  who  differed  from  hiia  even  in  essentials. 

Of  all  the  ancient  sects,  he  seons  to  have  most  admired  that 
of  the  Stoics,  "  notwithstanding  thdr  name  has  bec(»ne,  in  the 
gentility  of  modem  times,  proverbial  for  stupidity."  In  this,  he 
had  for  models  and  authorities,  Cicero  in  ancient  days,  and  in 
modem,  Montesquieu,  Shailesbury,  Harris,  and  Hutcheson. 
-  So  great  was  his  modesty,  that  in  <me  of  his  most  celebrated 
works,  he  observes,  **  there  is  not,  perhaps,  in  this  collection, 
any  leading  thought  or  principle  of  nunnent}  that  may  not  be 
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finind  in  the  writings  of  others ;  and  if  the  author  knev  ixheret 
he  cu^t  have  been  as  well  employed  in  pointing  them  out,  as 
fai  composiiig  this  book.  But  the  lattcar,  perhaps,  is  the  easier 
task  of  the  two ;  and,  as  the  concurrence  of  many  in  the  sam« 
tboufi^  is  not  a  presumption  of  their  blsdiood,  it  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  be  omitted  her&"  * 

He  is  eager,  on  aU  occa«<H)s,  "to  vindicate  the  ways  of  God 
to  man ;"  and  to  render  db  pleased  with  our  situation  here. 

"  All  nature  is  connected,"  says  he,  "  and  the  world  itsdf 
c<mwts  of  parts,  which,  like  the  stones  of  an  arch,  mutnally 
support,  and  are  supported.  This  order  of  things  conaa^  of 
movements,  which,  in  a.  state  of  counteraction  and  apparent  di^ 
tHrbance,  mutosUy  r^ulate  and  ba]«Dce  one  another.  Ele- 
ments that  sink  by  their  w^ht,  are  raised  by  erqwration  t  the 
h&rdest  bodies  are  subject  to  dissolution ;  or  in  the  form  til 
dust  suspended  in  water  or  air,  partake  as  the  vt^ubility  of 
these  fluids.  Yapours  raised  from  the  sur&ce  cS  the  sea,  an; 
wafied  over  land  by  nje  winds ;  and  the  clouds  which  l^ey 
form  under  various  changes  of  temperature,  are  made  to  dis- 
charge part  of  their  moisture  to  nouri  A  the  race  ai  plants  and 
animals. 

"  The  descending  fiuid,  that  would  penetrate  the  pwes  oS 
the  earth  to  its  centre,  is  interested  by  impenetrable  strata  of ' 
rock  or  of  clay,  from  which  it  gashes  on  the  declivity  of  hill^ 
in  the  form  of  springs ;  and  descends  in  rivulets  and  streams 
to  the  ocean,  from  which  it  is  agun  raised,  to  burst  upon  the 
earth  in  rem  and  storms.  Thus,  what  appears  the  wax  of  the 
elements,  is  the  peace  of  that  world  th^  compose.  The  winds 
are  instnunoits  of  bmeficmce ;  rain  and  mow  are  the  gifts  of 
boun^;  what  seons  to  be  irregular  is  the  perfection  c^  order ; 
the  ruf^ed  crag  and  brok«Q  hill  give  a  shdtesed  recess  to  many 
inhadutants ;  and  in  all  their  asperity,  fit  np  the  residence  of 
aninuds,  and  adorn  the  prospect  to  man." 

This  cpicd:ati(Hi  may  also  be  considered  a  ftir  specimen  of 
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that  style  and  maimer  whkh  dittingiiished  the  amiable  author, 
aod  rivetted  Uie  attention  of  his  admiring  auditors.  The  &>U 
lowing  aUo  exhibits  another  ^cunple  of  his  composition : 

•<  While  the  quadruped  has  the  trunk  of  his  body  parallel 
with  the  ground,  aod  bearing  on  four  supports,  man  carries 
from  afiir.the  aspect  of  a  column  erected  on  a  narrow  base. 
Whatever  be  the  posture  to  which  he  has  recourse  for  repose, 
he  is  ever  ready,  for  the  purpose  of  motion,  observation,  ex-' 
pressioD,  or  acti»Q  of  any  sort,  to  raise  himself  on  end ;  and  is 
litmidied  with  articulations  and  muscles  to  assume  this  pos- 
ture, and  to  retain  it  with  ease  and  safety. 

"  He  alone,  of  all  the  animals,  exhibits  the  distincdon  of 
hand  and  ibot ;  —  the  first,  an  instrument  of  art,  a  weapon  of 
defence,  and  an  organ  of  expression ;  the  other,  fitly  shaped 
for  a  base  on  which  he  may  stand,  or  with  which  he  may  prac- 
the  the  step  that  protrudes  him  along  in  his  walk.  Other  ani- 
mals are  ether  four-footed  or  four-handed,  according  as  th^ 
are  destined  to  tread  upon  the  ground ;  or,  subsisting  in  woods, 
to  climb  akA  on  the  brandies  of  trees,  fivm  which  to  gather 
thdr  food. 

"  Next  to  the  general  aspect  and  carriage  of  the  perscm,  the 
form  and  capaci^  of  the  head  and  countenance  give  its  most 
conspicuous  distinction  to  the  human  figure.  A  dome  com- 
paratively larger  and  more  capacious  than  the  skull  of  any 
other  pnimalj  jg  raised  oyer  the  features  of  the  countenance,  in 
which  are  collected  many  organs  of  perception  or  expression, 
that  connect  immediate^  with  the  fediogs  and  operations  of 
mind. 

"Instead  of  the  muzzle  or  snout  projecting  forward  into  a  spe- 
des  c^  forceps  or  pincers,  which  distingmsh  the  brute,  the  cor- 
responding parts  in  the  human  figure  are  retired  among  the 
features  in  the  countenance,  become  an  organ  of  speech,  or 
next  to  the  ^e  itself  have  the  most  powerfol  effect  in  the  si- 
lent expression  which  of^  results  frrao  the  general  state  of 
the  features. 

"  To  this  peculiarity  of  aspect  and  form  on  the  part  of  man, 
is  joined  a  dedded  superiority  of  conditbn  and  power.    Com- 
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pared  to  the  other  anunaJs,  he  is  every  where  the  lord  aateng 
his  vassals,  and  the  master  among  his  slaves ;  or,  wher^  any 
species  remains  untamed,  and  disposed  to  dispate  his  ascendant, 
the  contest,  in  &ct,  is  unequal ;  or  the  balance,  by  some  ert- 
d»t  advantage  of  superior  resource  and  contrivance,  ever  in- 
clines to  his  side.  In  this,  man  is  not  &voured  by  aay  or^- 
nal  advantage  of  stature,  stroigth,  wei^n,  or  larger  provision 
for  the  siqiply  of  his  animal  wants  ;  on  the  contrary,  in  aU 
these  respects,  he  labours  under  great  measures  of  apparent 
comparative  defect."* 

The  following  notice  has  been  penned  by  a  gentleman  great- 
ly attached  to  the  family,  and  transmitted  for  pablication. 

"  Died  at  St.  Andrew's,  on  Friday  the  22d  <^  February 
(1816),intbe9Sdyearofhis  age,  Adam  Ferguson,  £si].LL.D. 
formerly  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh.  He  was  the  last  of  the  great  men  of  the  preced- 
ing coitury,  whose  writings  did  honour  to  their  age,  and  to 
this  country;  and  none  of  them  united,  in  a  more  distinguish- 
ed d^ree,  the  acquirements  of  ancient  learning,  to  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  world  in  which  he  lived ;  or  more  eminently 
added  to  the  manners  of  a  most  accomplished  gentl^nan,  the 
practice  and  principles  of  the  purest  virtue." 

On  opening  his  will,  it  appeared  that  Dr.  Ferguson  had  left 
ten  executors,  the  two  first  of  whom  are.  Sir  John  Macpher- 
son,  Bart.,  and  the  Right  Htmourable  Baron  Adam ;  but  the 
whole  care  and  arrangement  has  devolved  on  the  three  resi- 
dent ones,  viz.  Colonel  Macgill ;  Dr.  Robertson,  Professor  of 
Hebrew  at  St.  Andrew's ;  and  Mr.  Cleghome,  a  gentleman  of 
high  respectabili^  in  that  vicinity. 

It  appears,  that  some  little  time  before  his  demise.  Dr.  Fer- 
guson was  occupied  in  destroying  all  his  papers ;  on  which  oc- 
casion he  was  pleased  to  observe,  "  That  he  would  trust  no- 
thing to  the  book-makers  of  the  present  age."  Among  these, 
most  probably,  was  an  unpublished  and  unprinted  dialogue 
on  "  Beauty ;"  the  interlocutors  in  which  were  himself  Mr., 
Robert  Adam  tiie  Architect,  Dr.  Wilkie,  &c 
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Luekily,  bowers,  he  bad,  many  years  before,  consi^ed  a 
namber  of  manuscripts  to  the  care  of  Sir  Jolin  Macpherson ; 
and  tbey  are  now  carefuUy  preserved  at  Brompton-Grove  by 
that  worthy  and  amiable  Baronet. 

Dr.  Lee,  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History  at  the  College 
of  St.  Andrew's,  has  undertaken  to  write  his  life.  He  knew  the 
Doctor  when  the  latter  resided  on  his  ferm  near  Tweedale ; 
and  repaired  to  St.  Andrew's  nearly  at  the  some  time  that  his 
much-respected  friend  had  retired  to  the  vicinity  of  that  Uni- 
versi^,  in  which  he  had  been  educated. 


We  shall  h«'e  enumerate  the  works  of  our  Author,  and  also 
present  an  analysis  of  the  principal  ones,  in  chronological 
series. 

In  1766,  appeared  his  History  of  Civil  Society,  in  one  volume 
4to.  The  object,  here,  was  to  exliibit  a  history  of  man,  con- 
sidered as  a  social  creature,  ascending  from  the  mere  percep- 
tions of  sense,  to  the  highest  intellectual  attainments. 

In  the  first  portion  of  this  work,  the  question  relative  to  &e 
state  of  natiu%  is  considered ;-  and  the  principle  of  self-preser- 
vation amply  discussed.  The  policy  of  union,  the  right  of 
war,  private  happiness,  and  national  felicity,  are  all  contem- 
plated in  due  succession.  Next  comes  the  history  of  rude  na- 
tions, the  pn^p-ess  of  policy  and  arts,  and  the  happy  results 
arising  from  their  advancement ;  finally,  he  treats  of  the  de- 
cline of  nations,  and  of  political  slavery. 

In  1769,  appeared  his  Institutes  of  Moral  Philosc^y,  in 
8vo. ;  which  may  be  considered  as  a  text-book  for  the  students 
of  his  own  class. 

In  1776,  was  pubUsbed  his  answer  to  Dr.  Price's  celebrated 
Observations  on  Civil  and  Political  liberty.  This  ought  to 
be  considered  as  a  model  for  all  controversial  vn-iters,  on  ac- 
coiiiu;  of  the  liberality  and  ddicM^  with  which  he  treats  .the 
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prindplet,  intention,  and  character  of  the  author,  from  some 
of  whose  poutions,  he,  however,  freely  but  candidly  diBSents. 

The  first  edition  of ' '  The  History  <tf  the  Progress  and  Ter- 
DUDation  of  the  Roman  Republic,"  appeared  in  1?8S,  in  thrse 
volumes  Ito.,  and  was  published  by  W.  Strahan  and  T.  Ca^ 
dell  in  the  Strand,  and  W.  Creech,  Edinburgh,  accompanied 
by  an  engraving  of  the  author.  The  dedication  to  the  King, 
which  Is  fihort,  and  neither  contains  fawning  nor  flattery,  states, 
that  similar  histories,  collected  from  the  remains  of  ancient  au- 
thors, had  been  often  written  in  the  different  languages  of  Eu- 
rope ;  "  but  a  relation  worthy  of  the  subject,  simple,  and  un- 
ambitious of  ornament,  containing  in  the  parts,  an  useful  detail, 
and  in  the  whole,  a  just  representation  of  the  military  ccmducl^ 
and  political  experience  of  that  people,  appeared  to  be  still 
wanting." 

Volume  I.  commences  with  an  account  of  the  supposed  ori- 
gin of  the  Roman  State ;  the  govemm^tt,  king,  senate,  peopl^ 
curiie,  centuries,  tribes,  and  reli^on,  while  under  monarchical 
controuL  The  form  of  the  new  republic  is  next  examined  i 
domestic  dissentions,  and  fbrdgn  wars,  are  treated  of  in  suc- 
cession. We  are  then  presented  with  a  statement  of  the  won- 
derful conquests  of  this  great  and  powerful  nation,  as  well  as 
with  an  account  of  the  manners  and  pohcy  of  the  times ;  nor 
are  the  sanguinary  domestic  disputes  forgotten,  in  the  times  of 
Mariiis  and  Sylla,  whose  respective  exploits  and  pretensions 
are  carefully  recorded. 

The  second  volume  commences  mth  the  &ction  (tf  Lepidus, 
and  ends  with  the  battle  of  Pharsalia. 

The  third  and  most  interesting  contains  the  period  between 
the  wreck  of  the  Republican  party  at  Utica,  and  the  acce>- 
■  sion  of  the  Flavian  family.  Ciesar  being  now  bwit  on  extir- 
pating the  last  remains  of  Roman  liberty,  beheld  Cato  alcme 
opposed  to  his  impious  efibrts ;  and  it  vras  difficult  to  know 
in  what  manner  this  great  man  was  to  be  dealt  with^  whom 
he  could  neither  reconcile  to  his  usurpatimi,  nor  punish' as  a 
citminal. 

*'  The  character  of  genovsity  towards  hia  «lCTuea>  which 
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Csessr  hid  assomed,  laid  him  under  some  obligation,  in  point 
pf  consistency,  to  treat  the  person  of  Cato  with  respect;  and 
the  opportunity  he  would  have  had  in  that  instance,  of  ex- 
erdstng  his  clemency  with  so  much  lustra  could  not  have 
esc^ied  him.  In  lhe>buBiest  scene  of  his  life,  he  had  not 
any  party  object,  or  any  parly  quarrd  to  muntain ;  he  had 
r^eatedly  sacrificed  personal  animosity  to  amintion;  and 
when  he  took  the  field  against  the  republic,  he  had  few 
private  resentments  to  gratiiy ;  he  knew  that  an  a^ctatton  of 
reluctance  jn  diedding  the  blood  of  Roman  citiz^is,  the  re- 
verse of  what  remained  so  much  an  object  of  horror  in  the 
memory  of  Sylla,  was  the  likeliest  means  to  cover  the  effects 
of  this  de^ructive  war,  and  to  reconcile  the  people  to  hia 
govenunott. 

*'  In  the  bulk  of  his  fellow-citiiens,  he  had  ifbund  either 
rubbish  to  be  removed  &om  the  way  of  his  ambition,  or  tools 
with  which  he  mi^t  work  in  removing  it:  they  were  the 
dupes  of  his  policy,  or  open  to  the  imputation  of  smister 
designs,  or  unreasonable  obstinacy,  which  he  cast  on  his  op- 
potients.  In  Cato,  perhaps,  alone  he  found  a  measure  of 
estimation,  which,  with  all  his  alxlitles  and  prosperous  fortune^ 
he  could  not  neglect ;  and  a  penetration,  which,  without  dis- 
paragement of  hia  person,  treated  bis  politics  as  a  system  of 
viUuny  devised  for  the  ruin  of  the  cunmonwealth.  Cato, 
therefor^  atone  of  all  his  antagonists,  he  probably  hated 
beyond  the  possibility  of  a  reconciliation." 

The  following  passage  will  shew  that  our  author  has  not 
been  imposed  upon  by  the  affectation  of  moderation  and  mercy 
assumed  by  the  conqueror  of  Pharsalia,  and  whidi  has  but 
too  much  tmd  too  long  obtained  credit  among  us,  in  respect 
to  a  iQtta  who  sacrificed  more  than  100,000  of  his  fellow- 
citiz^is  at  die  shrine  <^his  own  personal  ambition. 

«  Caesar  was  in  reaUty,"  adds  our  author,  *'  according  to 
die  r^resraitation  of  his  friend  Curio,  neither  sanguinary  nor 
•cnipulous  of  blood,  but  in  the  highest  degree  indifferent  to 
both,  sod  ready  to  do  whatever  was  most  likely  to  promote 
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kn  dengni.  Aa  bo  had  drted^  niffim«ndy  [WOvided  For  the 
rsputation  of  dcmeopf ,  he  now  made  a  freer  use  of  his  sword  ,- 
and  in  pnqKMlioD  as  be  Bf^roached  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
or  uw  the  means  of  «9ttir^ting  those  who  were  most  likely 
to  (Saturb  his  govemmeDt,  he  di^>ed  his  hands  with  lest 
fecropk  in  the  Uood  of  his  enemies. 

"  As  he  pursued  Pompey  Into  llgypt,  under-  a  certain 
impression  that  the  death  of  this  rival  was  material  to  the 
estabUshmettt  of  his  powra  in  Italy,  so  it  is  likely  that  he  now 
haetened  to  Utica,  as  a  place  at  which  he  might  crush  the 
remains  of  the  republic.  On  hearing  of  the  death  of  CatO) 
howera-,  he  toade  use  of  an  expression  which  served  to  di»- 
cover  the  resolution  he  had  taken  in  respect  to  him.  <  I 
must  be  allowed,*  he  said,  *  to  envy  this  man  the  splendor  of 
his  death,  as  ha  has  refiised  me  the  honour  of  preserving  his 
lift.'" 

Notwithstanding  this  fine  speech,  we  are  told,  that  on  al- 
tering the  dty,  he  spoke  c£  three  hundred  Roman  citiz^isj 
vbo  had  c<ffitnl«ied  to  support  the  war  against  ^m,  in  to-ms 
vhich  sufficient^  ahewtd  he  was  no  longer  to  court  the  re- 
patatioti  of  meaxy.  Appian  says,  "  that  as  many  of  them  as 
leU.  into  hJs  hahds,  were  by  his  order  put  to  death."  ££rtins 
relates^  "  that  he  only  oonfiaeated  thor  effects,  and  thaJt  dtis 
sentance  was  afterwards  changed  into  a  limited  fine,  amounting 
in  all  to  two  hundred  thousand  lestertia,  or  lixmt  a  raillioB 
and  a  half  sterling,  to  be  paid  m  three  years,  at  kk  separate 
payments." 

Our  author  takes  firequeut  opportunities  to  skew  that  the 
vanity  of  the  Dictator,  was  to  the  fall  as  great  as  his  ambition ; 
utd  he  again  seizes  an  occasion  to  Mate  that  hie  affected  cle- 
mency in  sparing  a  few  ct^ves,  in  the  beginning  to-  ta  the 
course  of  his  operatioas,  was  bdied  by  the  wantonness  with 
willed-  he  «ntered  on  a  war,  in  which  the  blood  (^  mftuy 
thousands  of  his  fellow-cttizens  was  to  be  unnecessarfly  ihed. 
How  ridiculous  then,  will  appear  the  assumption  of  t^  tide 
of  Julian  Jove,  the  erectitm  of  a  temple  to  the  victorious  mur- 
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per,  in  cov^imetioft  wHb  the  goddess  Qemescy;  and  the 
appointment  of  tbe  profligate  Maxk  Antony,  to  be  title  priest 
of  the  sacred  fane ! 

TTle  name  erf"  King  wa^  ho*ever,  stiB  wanting,  and  th« 
peof^e  revised  ^is  wifb  en  astonishing  degree  of  constancy ; 
wfailb  he,  who  wafl  bo*  master  of  the  fete  of  millions,  longed 
fiir  it  with  a  puerile  f^tdnem,  tliat  wornld  have  disgraced  a 
CwlUnon  <%nturion. 

About  sixty  citizens,  of  noble  extraction,  were  still  tc  be 
found  in  tbe  list  of  his  enemies;  and  his  yanity  f^R3rded  them 
the  means  of  efltectihg  ins  rtiin. 

"  When  it  eridently  appeared  that  Oesctr,  by  suppressing 
the  last  T«Dain9'  of  <^poation  to  himself  in  every  part  of  ibe 
empire,  meant  to  estc^Hsh  a  monarchy  in  Ina  own  person ;  a 
eearet  indignation  filled  Cbe  breasts  of  those  who,  upon  s  foot 
«f  fsmily  coBsGEpience,  or  person^  atnlity,  had  any  pretensions 
to  political  iwi^rtance.  To  stfch  persons  the  dominion  of 
an  ^cpui  appealed  misulferaye.  Many  of  them  af&cted  ler- 
ittty,  id  ooAlerriDg  the  extravagant  bonoars  which  had  beeft 
dtfUeed  to  Csesir,  as  the  mark  of  a  stolen  displeasure,  wMcbj 
cooscioilB  of  B  tendeney  to  betray  i^elf,  took  the  disgnise  of 
the  opposite  extreme. 

"  liie  question  respecting  the  expedience  of  a  moAarchical 
^ov^rtHDent,  did.  not  entCT  into  the  delUierations  of  any  on«. 
if  il  had  been  urged  that  a  Kii^  was  necessary ;  it  woold  haTe 
been  asked,  who  gave  the  right  to  CBe?ar  ?  If  the  people  in 
getter^  were  corrupt,  were  the  bankrupts  and  tfatlaws,  and 
soldiers  of  fbrtane,  that  formed  the-  coort  of  Cassar,  unble- 
mished  ?  If  the  great,  the  able,  and  experienced  citizrais,  ^who 
were  qualified  to  support  the  republic,  were  now  no  more ; 
by  whose  swo^  had  they  perished  ?  Or  who  was  to  blame 
for  the  ruin  that  had  befallen  the  commonwealth  ?  If  the  cor- 
rupt arts,  the  treasons,  the  murders,  oicouraged  or  executed 
by  Csesar,  had  made  a  change  of  goremment  necessary,  the 
first  act  of  the  new  government,  for  the  instruction  of  man- 
kind* ought  to  have  been  bo  punish  the-  author  of  so  many 
disorders  and  crimes,  not  to-  reward  him  -with  a  crown." 
a  2 
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Unhappily,  Uie  death  of  Ctesar  did  not  put  an  eud:to  tjr< 
ranny  and  usurpation.  Three  private  citizens,  Octaviu% 
Antony,  and  Lepidus,  after  quarrelling  together  on  the  sub- 
ject of  partititm,  at  length  formed  a  most  sanguinary  coaliti<Hii 
which  was  soon  followed  by  a  massacre,  in  which  Cic^Ni  was 
proscribed.  Both  Brutus  <«nd  CassiuB  fell  at  Fhilippi;  the 
empire  was  partitioned,  like  an  estate,  among  two  or  three 
cold-blooded  despots;  and,  finally,  we  behold  the  assumption 
of  Augustus  as  Emperor. 

Our  higtorian-Buda  it  difficult  to  decide  on  the  character 
of  Augustus,  "  marked  by  appearances  of  perfidy,  cruelty,  and 
even  of  cowardice,  in  some  parts  of  his  life ;  and  distinguished 
by  moderation^  clemency,  and  steadiness  in  other  parts  of  it." 

Tiberius  commenced  his  sanguinary  career  with  the  murd^ 
of  Agrippa;  and  the  first  act  of  the  reign  of  this  Emperor 
exhibited  the  most  singular  duplici^ ;  for  he  affected  to  dread 
the  troubles  and  vexations  incident  to  sovereignty. 

The  dark,  atrocious,  perfidious,  and  suspicious  character  of 
this  base  and  cruel  monarch,  is  Iiere  finely  pourtrayed ;  and 
is  indeed  well  calculated  to  make  every  considerate  man  love 
and  adore  a  well-poised  constitution,  where  Uber^  is  supported 
by  just  and  equal  laws. 

The  celebrated  work  of  Dr.  Ferguson,  entitied  "  Principles 
of  Moral  and  Political  Science,  being  chiefly  a  retrospect  o[ 
lectures  delivered  in  the  College  of  Edinburgh;"  was  pub- 
lished in  1792.  Tlie  first  edition  consisted  of  two  volumes 
4to. ;  and  the  following  motto,  selected  on  Uie  present  occasion, 
exactiy  tallied  with  the  nature  and  design  of  the  work: 

"  Hue  enim  pertinet,  animal  hoc  proviclurai  sagax,  multiplex, 
acutum,  memor,  plenum  rationis  8c  consilii,  quern  vocamus  homi- 
nem,  pr«eclara  quadam  conditione  generatum  esse  a  summo  Deo." 
Cic  de  Legg.  cap.  vii. 

The  preface  is  peculiarly  modest ;  for  the  author  observes,  in 
reply  to  the  supposition,  "  of  many  being  conscious  that  in  a 
continued  pursuit  of  the  same  subject  for  so  long  a  tim^  they 
thanselves  could  have  done  better,"  he  expresses'  '  his  regret 
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ti«t  they  have  not  done  so :  for  in  this  field,"  adds  he,  "  there 
room  for  many  labourers ;  and  the  subject,  thou^  never  ' 
tfew,  is  always  interesting:  It  is  so,  in  the  specimen  of  every 
particular  life,  in  the  history  of  eveiy  particular  age  or  nation, 
and  even  in  the  lucubrations  at  every  feithfiil  transcriber  of 
what  nature  suggests." 

While  alluding  to  the  manner  m  *hich  he  has  treated  the 
history  of  the  species,  the  Doctor  endeavours  to  obviate  the 
objections  of  those  who  may  presume  to  blame  him  for  restrict- 
ing his  arguments  to  the  topics  of  mere  natural  religion  and 
reason,  by  observing,  that  these  constitute  the  foundation  of 
every  superstTUctore,  whether  in  morality  or  religion,  and 
therefore  worthy  of  being  separately  treated,  and  indeed  con- 
stituting that  part  of  the  work  allotted  to  him. 

"  Farther  institutions  may  improve,  but  cannot  supersede 
what  the  Almighty  has  revealed  in  his  works,  and  in  the  sug- 
gestions of  reason  to  man. 

"  When  first  we  from  the  teeming  womb  were  brou^t. 
With  inborn  precepts,  then,  our  souls  were  fraught." 

Rowe's  Lucan.  lib.  9. 
*'  Dixitque  semd  nascendbus  Auctor 
Quicquid  scire  licet." 
We  are  told  in  the  Introduction,  that  most  objects  iii  na- 
ture may  be  considered  under  two  aspects ;    that  of  th^ 
actual  state,  and  that  of  a  specific  excellence,  or  defect,  of  whi<ji 
they  are  susceptible.     Under  the  first,  they  are  sul^ects  of 
mere  description ;  under  the  second,  they  become  otgects  f^ 
estimation  or  contempt,  of  pnuse  or  coisure.     Again,  inre- 
spect  to  what  men  have  actually  done  or  exhibited,  human 
nature  is  a  subject  of  history  and  physical  science ;  while,  con- 
sidered in  regard  to  the  dififereilt  measures  of  good  and  evil,  of 
which  men  are  susceptible,  the  same  becranes  a  subject  of  dia- 
c^line  and  moral  science. 

in  treating  of  man  as  a  sul^ect  of  history,  we  collect  Acts, 

and  endeavour  to  conceive  his  nature  as  it  actually  is,  or  has 

been,  apart  from  our  notion  of  ideal  perfection  or  defect :  in 

treating  of  him  as  a  subject  of  moral  science,  we  atdeavour  to 
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undcnt&ad  vM  b"  oiiigbt  to  be ;  wiUioirt  Mog  liwUed  ta  osr 
ctui^plian  «^  to  tbe  measure  of  attainment  or  faibire  eacliibit- 
ed  in  tiie  case  of  soy  particular  peraoo  or  MK^ety  of  men. 

To  have  an  ol^ect  or  purpose,  and  to  employ  measa  Sar  the 
attaisrasnt  cf  il,  is  the  distinetive  condititm  of  mind,  or  ^t^- 
gent  being.  The  first  implies  will  and  choice ;  the  aeooodr 
eoargy  and  power.  The  powear  of  animals  coosiats  in 
muscular  str^ng^ ;  and  in  this  respect  man  is  in&rior  to  the 
bmtes.  But  \ua  dotrnjaoa  in  nature  is  dmved  from  a  dif- 
ferent source ;  —  &om  his  superior  sldll,  and  the  authority  of 
a  mind  over-ruling  and  wise:  in  &p,  **  it  may  be  said  of 
maidund  in  general,  that  an  extouuon  of  linowledge  is  an  ac- 
cessicn  empower." 

The  mind  is  ij^aljfied  by  n^ure  to  Tecognize  itself;  "  but 
on  account  ^  the  little  use  which  is  eommonly  made  of  this 
qualificatioi^  it  is  f^tly  enough  comp^ed  to  the  eye  '  diat 
perceives  every  object  but  itsel£'  In  most  men,  indeed,  intd- 
ligence  appears  to  be  little  more  than  a  principle  <^  life,  or  a 
specks  of  organ  employed  in  the  perception  of  external  things, 
but  incapaUe  of  stating  itself  as  a  subject  of  reflection  or 
study.  The  vulgar,  by  di^se,  or  the  habit  of  atteoding  only 
to  what  is  presented  to  their  senses,  lose  or  impair  the  powers 
of  reflection ;  and  even  men  of  science  become  intimate  with 
thp  laws  of  every  nslure,  but  their  own :  and  the  more  they 
pursue  other  objects  of  study,  the  more  they  are  con6rmed 
in  the  habit  of  neglecting  themselves.  It  was  this  that  induced 
Sqfa'atea  to  recall  the  attentioQ  of  his  countrymen  from  the 
Iteavens  to  the  earth ;  or  from  the  consideration  of  things  re- 
mtOa,  to  the  near  and  immediate. concerns  of  human  llie." 

The  aiuhor  may  he  thought  partiid  to  the  notions  of  the 
Stoics,  v^o  Gcmceiyed  human  life  under  the  image  of  • 
{fame;  at  which  Ihe  entertainmmt  and  merit  of  the  players 
consisted  in  plajdng  attentively  and  well,  whether  the  stake 
was.  ^eat  or  smidl  *.  "  This  g^i^,  he  has  had  occasion  to 
tee  ^l^ed  in  camps,  on  board  of  ships,  and  in  presence  pf  the 

of  SpHtnui  pnuired  faj  ArdtD,  Book  ii.  e.  i'> '.^ 
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enemy ;  with  the  same  or  greater  «fl«e  tWn  if  alwtys  to  bt 
found  in  the  most  xquk  sitaatioas ;  und  his  thoDgbts  w«f  e 
long  employed  to  account  for  this  apipearmci.  CicwQ  ww  an 
Academic;  but  when  he  instruct«d  his  bqu  in  the  duties  of 
nu^ality]  he  lelz^  on  the  prine^lfl;  of  the  Stoic  phikwophy, 
as  the  most  applicable  to  the  conduct  of  human  life." 

AAer  this  copious  account  of  the  Intn>daeti(qi»  it  only  re- 
nuins  to  Btate  that  the  work,  ca^mts  of  two  paita  i  the  first  rdat- 
ing  to  the  &ct,  or  the  history  of  manV  ftfogreasive:  nature ;  the 
second*  to  the  principles  of  ijghtt  or  the  fbundationa  <^  judg- 
ment and  choice  whether  ui  respect  to  personal  quality,  law, 
nuuinera,  or  political  ett«bUsltiii)fint8. 

Vol.  I.  Fart  I.  treats  of  the  most  goieml  appewanoei  in 
the  nature  and  state  of  tiuei ;  and  the  wibdivisioaa  conast : 

1.  Of  his  depcriptioQ  ami  place  in  the  scale  of  beii^ ;  S.  Of 
mind,  or  the  characteriatioe  of  intelligence ;  aod  S.  Of  arum's 
progreesive  nature. 

We  art)  told,  that  |t  ia  a  maxini  in  the  toienoe  of  mechanio, 
that  matter  is  equally  inert,  wheth^  in  motKUi  or  at  mt ; 
that  the  liinotio^  of  vegetating  life  terfflinatea  in  the  growtiiov 
decline  of  the  individual,  and  in  the  prt^wgation  of  theqwciee] 
and  that  the  first  dieUnction  of  aninaj  nature  appears  in  re* 
speet  to  ieiU,  and  in  an  esemptiw  firom  the  local  bond^^  of 
plants.  There  is  an  orgvu2ati<m  indeed,  fitted  to  peiftaia 
certain  Motions,  uielogous  to  the  roots  and  foliage  of  Teg»> 
tablea;  but  Ae  animal)  prepared  for  motum.  earnes  Us-xcsti 
in  a  portable  form,  wrapt  up  in  himself. 

Tho-e  is  a  description  of  aniaiaUi  who  aze  ebs^red  t» 
combine  their  labours  for  a  common  purpose;  these  may  bt 
termed  the  gregarious  an^  political  i  and  nndez  this  lapt  de- 
ugnation,  we  are  authorised  to  ctAupeehfind  i1k  ^edcs  nS 
man. 

"  Wherever  there  is  a  plurality  of  mea,  tb«re  ia  alio  a 
society ;  and  in  society,  there  is  a  di^ibotion  of  pai^  find 
cooperation  of  m#iiy,  to  some  common  purpose  ot  end. 

"  Families  may  be  con^d^^  as  the  elementtoy  fisfme  t£ 
wciety.    Nf>lww  v^  awftitut^  «po»  ^  pritoipW  »f  e^»- 
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diency,  and  to  obtun  security  against  foreign  enemies,  or 
d<miestic  disorders;  but  notwithstanding  this  origin,  the  natae 
of  a  countty  ever  conveys  the  idea  of  an  object  of  the  minnest 
affections ;  hence  the  ardent  enthusiasm  with  niuch  the  good 
citizen  sacrifices  to  a  public  caus^  every  personal  consideration 
of  ease,  profit,  or  safety." 

Wliile  treating  of  the  mind,  our  author  states,  that  the 
most  general  arrangement  of  its  powers  is  that  of  understand- 
ing and  will;  or,  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Hobhe^  "  the  powers 
cognitive^  and  the  powers  active"  Under  the  first  are  in- 
cluded all  the  operations  which  terminate  in  apprehendon  or 
knowledge;  under  the  second,  all  the  principles  of  choice 
or  rqection  which  terminate  in  wil!. 

Among  the  characteristics  of  mind,  knowledge  is  one  of  the 
first  and  most  important.  Although  man,  in  some  instances, 
may  be  found  to  act  in  the  manner  of  a  mere  animal ;  yet,  in 
most  instances,  he  proceeds  upon  his  knowledge  of  an  end ; 
and  upon  his  choice  of  the  means  for  the  atttunm^it  of  it. 
Our  conc^tjons  are  twined  ideas,  and  ideas  are  types  or 
images.  Some  have  supposed  the  thoughts  and  concepticms 
to  be  in  reality  a  mere  collectioa  of  little  images  obtruded 
upon  it  from  abroad ;  and  Mr,  Hobbes,  so  prone  to  Mste- 
lialism,  and  to  the  use  of  corporeal  images,  has  in  modem 
times  led  .the  way,  and  has  been  followed  with  little  vari- 
ation, although,  perhaps,  with  more  respect  to  the  distino- 
tion  between  mind  and  matter,  by  Des  Cartes,  Malebrauche, 
liocke,  and  others.  Our  author  irankly  confesses,  that  Mr. 
Hobbes,  as  welt  as  Mr.  Locke,  have  expressed  many  just 
observations  in  their  metaphorical  languages  of  images  or 
ideas;  parti«alarly  in  wlwt  the  one  calls  the  coher^ice  of 
thoughts,  and  the  other  the  assocjation  of  ideas.  It  is  asserted, 
however,  that  the  author  of  an  Enquiry  into  the  Human  Mind, 
(Dr.  Reid,^  possesses  great  and  extraordinary  merit,  in  having 
first  taught  us  to  state  the  facte  of  which  we  are  conscious,  not 
in  figurative  language,  but  in  the  terms  which  are  proper  to  the 
subject :  thus  removing  the  mist  of  hypothesis  and  met^ihor. 

The  Bcepticisra  of  ingenious  men,  such  as  Berkdcy,  Hume* 
12 
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and  others,  arose  ft<Mn  thar  not  seeing  a  proper  access  to 
knowledge,  throngh  the  medium  of  ideas ;  without  considering 
whether  the  road  they  had  been  directed  to  take,  was  the 
true  or  a  false  one ;  hence  they  were  induced  to  deny  the  pos- 
sibility of  arriving  at  the  end. 

Dr.  Ferguson  next  proposes  to  investigate  and  to  apply, 
not  to  explain,  the  taws  of  conception  and  will.  In  punuance 
of  this  plan,  he  refaiB  the  sources  of  knowledge  to  four  titles 
viz.  Consciousness,  Perception,  Testimony,  and  Inference; 
he  next  considers  the  canons  of  evidence :  observation,  me- 
mory, imagination,  abstraction,  science,  are  all  defined,  inves- 
tigated, and  considered. 

After  this,  our  author  treats  of  the  primary  sources  of  in- 
clination; the  sources  of  adventitious  passion;  of  will  and 
freedom  of  dugce;  of  the  nature  and  origin  of  moral  scienfc ; 
of  the  sources  of  religion ;  of  the  ori^n  of  evil ;  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  precession  in  human  nature :  all  these  pass  regularly 
in  review  before  him. 

While  treating  of  superstition,  the  occasional  alliance  be- 
tween it  and  ambition  is  strongly  alluded  to ;  and  it  is  as- 
serted, that  men  actuated  by  the  latter  passion,  have  actually 
filtered  it  in  their  own  bosoms,  'whilst  they  employed  it  at  the 
same  time  as  an  engine,  to  work  up  the  minds  of  others  to  their 
purpose:  "  such  adventurers,"  vre  are  told,  "  appear  to  have 
been  successful,  in  proportion  as  they  have  set  reason  aside, 
and  substituted  unaccountable  caprice,  instead  of  any  just  or 
virtuous  sentiment  of  the  mind."  Next  to  religious  en- 
thusiasm, the  associations  of  honour  are  observed  to  possess 
the  most  powerful  effect  in  the  government  of  mankind; 
"  upon  this  ground  we  admire  the  fashions  of  high  rank,  its 
titles  and  badges  of  honour,  its  retinue,  equipage,  or  dress ; 
and  fortune,  however  powerfully  recommended  from  the  con- 
sidei^tion  of  interest,  is  still  more  admired,  and  eagerly  pur- 
sued, as  a  constituent  of  rank.  Even  pleasure  owes  its  prin- 
cipal charm  to  the  distinction  it  gives;  and  the  sumptuous 
table  of  the  rich  is  more  flattering  to  his  vanity  than  to  his 
palate." 
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While  treating  of  the  inequalities  of  condition,  which  are" 
si^XMsed  to  have  originally  arisen  out  of  "  difib^nt  measures 
of  str^igtb,"  whether  of  body  or  of  mind,  the  Doctor  per- 
paTes,  and  seems  to  lament,  "  that  the  ^ects  of  wealth,  in 
procuring  attention  and  submission,  keep  pace  with  the  effects 
of  meri^  in  procuring  esteem  and  a&ction.  Ilie  Tulgar  can 
seldom  distinguish  tham ;  and  the  order  of  society  sometimes 
requires  that  even  the  most  discenung  should  not  diepirte  their 
^[ects,  or  rdiise  to  fortune  the  eonsidenttioo  c^  rank.  It  is 
well  if  the  ordinary  race  of  men  retain  any  sense  of  personal 
merit,  or  escape  the  conta^^on  of  baseness;  which  can  perceive 
no  ground  of  elevation  but  riches,  uq  objeiA  oS  respect,  but 
proqierity  or  power." 

In  treating  of  "  will|"  it  is  maintained,  "  that  man  is  cm* 
s^ug  of  bis  power  to  chiue  amtHig  the  objects  that  occur  to 
him ;  and  is  conscious  of  the  consid^ation  on  whu^  in  any 
particular  instancy  he  has  made  bis  dioice." 

*'  The  decrees  of  Ahnighty  God,"  we  are  told,  "  are  not  less 
eternal  in  being  made  at  any  one  point  of  duration  in  pre- 
ference to  another.  The  dst£  of  their  esist^ce  is  ever  pre- 
sent. Such  is  the  eternal  now,  to  which  we  scmtetioies  strive, 
but,  perhaps,  in  vain,  to  derate  our  thoughte  on  this  sul^eeL 
The  consequence)"  it  is  added,  "  which  the  ^talist  wotdd 
draw  from  the  mpposed  necessity  of  human  action  is  likewise 
absurd.  The  necessity  omsists  in  the  relation  o[  motive  and 
will.  Every  choice,  no  doubt,  proceeds  on  a  qaotive ;  for  the 
purpose  which  is  si^posed  in  every  act  of  intelligence,  is  itsdf 
a  motive :  but  how  absurd  for  the  fatahst  to  fJead  that  he  is 
not  accountable  for  having  committed  a  bad  action^  find« 
pretence^'  that  his  intention  itself,  which  was  the  motive  &e 
cause  of  such  action,  was  bad  !  It  is  evident  that  the  iff&reoee 
shpuld  be,  not  impunity  to  the  person  who  afits  from  a  bad 
motive  but  the  expediency  of  employing  some  counter-^nolive 
to  restrain  a  bad  one :  and  this  precisely  is  the  nature'  of  pu- 
nishmoit,  whether  operating  by  neceuity  or  choice.  AAar 
all,  in  treating  of  the  hujnan  will,  the  names  of  }ibei:ty  asid 
necessity  may  be  disputed ;  but  notorious  &cta  are  foia 
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sd^ice,  so  far  w  il  is  of  any  bnportance  to  maokioicl." 

While  occupied  about  that  stiuabUngf^block  of  the  Atlieiflt, 
"  theoirigui  of  evil,"  the  Doctor  iiisidtp,  "  that  estabUsbed  orcLer 
is  not  more  consonant  to  the  nature  of  man,  tioaia  it  is  in  ge- 
netai-  to  all  intellectual  b^gs."  In  rtyly  to  the  question, 
"  ar^  the  achnoiiitioBf  on  the  ode  of  morality  Buffifaest  to 
poijat  out  the  duHce^  and  to  win  the  aSecUwiB?"  he  onewora 
in  the  affirmative.  "  A  first  ni^on  may  be  ernmeoust  but 
continued  experiepee  muft  Ifad  to  the  trut^  The  nwaciouv 
uess  of  moral  evil  is  aU«iided  wiUi  FamtHse,  shame,  md  de- 
spair I  that  of  integrity  ond  inaoc^iccv  with  sentiments  diirwtly 
(^^posite:  insomuch,  that  the  testimcmyof  conscieDce^  whi<^ 
has  been  emphatically  tenaed  tie  Ltmp  (f  G«d  in  tie  Sotd 
of  Matt,  is  a  striking  evidence  of  his  presence  to  administer 
light,  and  to  enforce  the  disc^tjin^  so  &r  as  it  is  pn^wr  to 
be  ^pUed  to  the  iastructios  and  guidance  of  a  conscious  and 
voluntary  ag&ai." 

While  treating  of  "  progression,"' great  attenbum  is  be- 
stowed oa  habite  both  in  a  political  and  moral  point  of  view ; 
t|^  ejects  of  ambition  are  also  frequently  alluded  to ;  and  that 
of  Cato  and  Antoninus  is  Jinely  contracted  "  with  the  vile 
ambition  of  Ctesar,  in  wishing  to  reduce  his  fellow-citizens  and 
equab,  to  hold  their  lives  and  fortunes  at  his  discretion." 

The  last  section  is  occupied  with  the  consideration  of  "  a 
future  state,"  for  which  our  author  is  a  great  and  able  adf 
vocate ;  ancl  his  favourite  position  is,  "  that  whil^  in  this  mixed 
ctBiditif»  of  man,  the  animal  is  doomed  to  perish,  the  inteU 
iectual  part  may  continue  to  live  in  immortal  youth." 

Fart  II.  eopstituting  the  whole  o(  Vol  2.  has  for  it*  object 
"  moral  law»  or  the  disjinctioa  of  good  Vld  evil."  Tliis  is 
subdivided  under  the  £a}lowi^  he^ds : 

1.  SpecISc  good ;  and,  2.  T^e  iundamental  laws  of  mo- 
r^ty.  Next  comes  jurisprudence  or  compiUsory  law,  and  the 
law  incident  to,  end  necessary  for  defence.  Moral  action,  and 
the  characteristics  of  a  virtuous  and  happy  Ufe,  constitute  the 
next  subject  of  investigMion:  and,  fin^Uy,  Politics,  cooeidered 
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under  the  ipeeific  heads  of  numbem,  character,  wealth,  reve- 
tOK,  civil  and  political  liberty  of  the  pec^l^  together  with  a 
consideration  of  the  l^^isladve,  judicial,  and  executive  power, 
the  due  ezerdse  of  all  vdiich  constitutes  national  fdicitjr,  con- 
clude the  whole. 

In  req)ect  to  the  first  of  these,  we  are  reminded  that  the  phi- 
losophers of  old  employed  themselves  chiefly  in  search  of  a 
"  supreme  good ;"  and,  while  one  portion  of  them  entertained 
the  opinion  that  pleesure  was  the  chief  good,  another  gave 
precedency  to  virtue :  both  agreed,  however,  in  this :  "  lliat 
virtue  was  the  only  secure  and  true  source  of  happiness." 

While  treating  of  pleasure  and  pain,  we  are  told  that  the 
most  agreeable  state  of  tlie  mind  is  alacrity  in  the  reasonable 
exertions  suggested  by  the  objects  of  hope  or  fear,  and  in  the 
use  of  means  to  obtain  or  avoid  them.  Security  is,  of  all  things, 
the  most  conducive  to  pleasure ;  hence  the  value  which  po»> 
session  acquires  in  passing  into  property ;  that  is,  in  being  se- 
cured. To  be  employed  is  agreeable ;  but  employments  difler 
no  less  than  sensatitms.  "  The  employments  of  a  mild  and  be- 
nevolait  alfection  are  happy ;  those  of  a  rancorous  and  mali- 
dous  temper,  are  convulsive  and  wretched."  —  "  Things  that 
are  not  of  themselves  of  any  absolute  value,  but  exist  merely  in 
being  compared  with  what  is  possessed  by  other  men,  as  dom>- 
niott,  precedence,  and  rank  ,•  rencwn  and  cekbrittf ;  even  riches 
sn&  fortune,  beytmd  what  is  necessary  to  subsistence  and  well- 
bdng,  engage  us  in  pursuits  that  are  not  only  precarious  in  the 
event,  but,  in  their  nature,  subjects  of  competition,  jealousy, 
envy,  and  malice.  The  operations  of  parties  in  these  pursuits, 
are  mutual  impediment  and  mutual  offence ;  and  the  e£fbrta  of 
one  to  better  himself  Is  considered  as  an  act  of  hostill^,  or 
carries  the  aspect,  and  the  infection  of  malice,  to  others." 

Malice,  we  are  told,  Is  entert^ned  in  the' various  forms  pf 
envy,  levrage,  or  jealousy :  commiseration  or  pi^,  being  a  par- 
ticipation of  distress^  implies  suffering,  and  yet  is  known  to  be 
agreeaUe: 

"  The  broadest  mirth  unfeeling  Folly  wears, 
Ib  not  BO  Bweet  a»  Virtue's  very  tears." 
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To  perceiTe  beauty,  in  any  material  subject,  is  to  perceive 
indications  of  wisdom  and  goodness ;  and  if  we  are  asked,  why 
wisdom  and  goodness  should  be  admired  ?  we  may  answer,  for 
a  reason  like  to  that  for  which  pleasure  is  coveted ;  Iwcause  it 
is  itself  desirable  and  good.  Mind  predominates  in  nature : 
it  is  heat  that  ^ves  spring  and  agitation  to  the  animal  world ; 
remove  this  ingredient,  and  all  nature  would  freeze  into  a  so- 
lid mass,  and  become  the  formless  repository  of  inertia,  dark- 
ness, and  death.  It  is  exactly  the  same  with  mind,  which 
"  strikes  out  from  the  forms  of  body,  in  the  lovely  aspects  of 
exc^ence  and  beauty." 

Wisdom  is  termed  '*  the  virtue  of  intelligence;**  and  man, 
to  whom  such  a  large  portion  of  it  is  attributed,  possesses  a  na- 
ture, every  quality  of  which  is  an  energ)',  not  a  quiescent  mode 
<^  existence.  To  be  conscious  of  excellence,  from  the  very 
nature  of  approbation  and  esteem,  is  a  state  of  enjoyment;  and 
to  be  conscious  of  vileness  or  defect,  a  state  of  suffering. 

As  to  happiness,  we  are  told : 

1.  "  That  whatever  be  its  caus^  it  is  itself  an  attribttte  of 
the  mind:"  And, 

2.  "  That  a  perscm,  when  said  to  be  bf^py,  can  justify  this 
asserdon  only  in  proportion  as  his  enjoym^its  are  hi^tual, 
lasting,  and  cottceived  to  be  secure."  Our  author  ridicules,  on 
this  occasion,  liie  ostentatious  paradox,  that  all  external  situa- 
tions are  equal ;  and  that  the  perfect  man  would  be  equally 
happy  in  the  biill  of  Fhalaris,  as  on  a  bed  of  rosea  I 

The  Stoics,  to  whom  our  author,  aa  before  hinted,  seems 
firmly  attached,  Umited  the  ^pellation  of  good  to  virtue ;  that 
of  evil,  to  vice  alone.  Under  this  limitation,  we  are  told,  thdr 
&mous  paradox,  that  pain  is  no  evil,  and  the  gifts  i^fortw^  in- 

■d^irentf  meant  no  m*re  than  that  there  was  not  any  moral 

■turpitude  in  pain ;  and  that  the  gifts  <^  fortune  neither  ex- 

.clude,  nor  secure,  the  possession  of  virtue. 

While  treating  of  jurisprudaice,  or  compulscny  law,  it  is 
mmntained,  that  force  is  sometimes  necessary  to  obtain  the  ob-    . 
servance  of  moral  laws.     That  which  a  person  may  lawfully 

■^e&ad  or  maintain,  is  his  "right;"  a  term  which  may  be 
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reckoned  among  tbe  sut^ects  whidi  are  fiot  Eoseept^i  of  a 
foiinal  definition.  Wrong  is  the  vit^tion  of  right  ,■  but  the 
latter  is  estdn^ve,  and  sufficient  to  set  aside  every  sopposeal^ 
claim  or  pretoision  to  the  same  subject  The  law  of  defence 
arises  out  of  tUs ;  and  it  maj  originate  in  occupancy,  kbour, 
contract,  ddigation,  convention,  fiH-fisture,  &c. 

Rights  then,  here  treated  under  the  different  titles  of  per' 
sonat  and  reai,  of  original  and  adventitious,  are  to  be  d^ended 
or  m^tained  in  a  variety  of  different  ways,  so  &r  as  natioiiiB 
are  ctmcemed ;  such  as,  persuasion,  deception ;  or  niisinfcvnia- 
tion  and  force.  Single  persons,  also,  have  a  right  to  protect 
and  defend  lifej  limb,  and  Jactdty ;  and  law  b  a  general  arbi- 
t^  to  which  fellow-citizens  necessarily  refer  their  disputes. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Ptdidcs,"  the  Doctca-  next  treats  of  so- 
cie^  uid  government,  or  nati<»ial  estxAili^ments,  in  reference 
to  the  good  and  evil  of  which  they  are  susceptible,  or  the  com- 
parative advantf^es  in  respect  to  which  th^  are  nnequat.  The 
people  are  considered  as  the  object  for  whose  sake  tlie  socie^ 
is  instituted,  and  for  which  it  ought  to  be  preserved ;  as  w^  as 
the  means  by  which  the  society  is  so  formed  and  preserved.  In 
the  first  point  of  view,  the  celebrated  maxim  of  "  Salus  poptdiy 
si^rema  let  esbt,"  is  the  fimdanental  ptinciple  of  poMtieal 
sdcnice.  "  H  the  peo^He  be  happy,  we  have  no  title  to  inquire 
to  what  otiier  purpose  they  serve ;  fat  this  itself  i»  th«  ptrrptne 
of  all  human  establishments." 

*'  There  is  a  meaning  annexed  to  liberty,"  we  are  tidd, 
'*  iriiich  n  highly  int^esting  to  every  ingenuous  mind.  Its 
votaries  are  suf^rescd  to  have  a  common  cause  with  their  fel- 
iow  creatures ;  and  ever  occupy  a  distingmahed  rarfc  in  ibe 
list  ot  heroes.  It  is  thus  that  Ffilopidas  and  ThrasjHmhit, 
Dion,  Cato,  and  Bnitns,  ToSe  above  the  level  evai  of  eminent 
men.  It  lnq»res  magnanimity  and  nobleness  t^iaind;  at  tfae 
same  time,  like  every  other  abject  that  greatiy  concerns  ntan- 
Icind,  certain  nrisspprehetKJons  of  it)  or  false  pretensions  to  it, 
give  octe»wt  to  great  abuse.  Ilie  zealot  for  libnty  has  rm) 
into  tbe  it^ldest  disorders ;  and  adventnrers,  under  pretmce  of 
promoting  it,  have  found  th^  way  to  the  most  vtdlent  and 
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pernicious  murpatkuis.    To  this  we  ascribe  the  tribunitian 
power,  Mid  tbe  UBurpattstis  of  Csaar  and  CrotnweU." 

Our  author  very  justly  obserres,  that  liberty,  or  freedom,  is 
not,  as  tht  Or^Q  of  the  name  may  Seem  to  imply,  an  exemption 
from  all  restraint ;  but,  rather,  the  most  efFectmd  application 
of  every  just  restraint  to  all  the  members  of  a  free  state, 
whether  th^  be  magistrates  or  subjects.  It  is  under  a  just 
restraint  only  that  every  person  is  safe,  and  cannot  be  invaded, 
^ther  in  the  freedom  of  his  person,  his  property,  or  innocent 
action.  Liberty  is  here  defined,  "  the  operation  of  a  just  go- 
vernment, and  the  exemption  from  injury  of  any  sort,  rather 
than  merely  an  exemption  from  restraint." 

Security  is  the  essence  of  freedom,  and  freedom  the  genuine 
fruit  of  pohtical  ^tabliahments.  But,  although  all  men  have 
an  equal  right  to  defend  themselves ;  yet  all  men  have  not 
equal  things  to  defend.  Distinctions  of  rank,  for  the  most 
part,  are  taken  from  birth  or  property  j  and  wc  may  censure 
the  rule,  but  cannot  reverse  it.  Wealth  is  at  least  the  symptom 
of  national  felidty,  but  it  may  be  productive  of  prodigality,  U- 
ceittiousness,  and  brutality ;  and,  in  this  case,  it  becomesa  symp- 
tom of  misery,  as  it  actually  was  in  ancient  Rome. 

Zn  free  states,  men  are  seldom  of  one  mind  on  any  subject 
whatever ;  hence  conversation  assumes  the  form  of  debate  or 
controversy:  "and  it  is  in  this  form  that  they  (the  citizens  of  a 
free  state),  are  most  likely  to  receive  from  one  another  mutual 
instruction  and  improvement  of  thought.  The  freedom  of 
conversation,  therefore,  whether  relating  to  matters  of  pubhc 
deliberation,  or  private  concern,  is  at  once  a  symptom  of  jast, 
as  well  as  vigorous  government." 

"  The  felicity  of  nations,"  we  are  told  towards  the  conclu- 
sion, *'  is  proportioned  to  the  degree  in  which  every  citizen  is 
safe,  and  is  most  perfect  where  every  ingenuous  or  innocent  ef- 
fort of  the  human  mind  is  encouraged ;  where  government  de^ 
vdlves  on  the  wise;  and  where  the  inoffensive,  though  weak, 
is  secure.  In  societies  that  approach  the  nearest  -to,  or  recede 
the  farthest  from  this  description,  the  individual  may  in  bis 
own  part  be  either  wretched  or  happy.     Clodius  was  a  wretch 
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in  the  abuie  of  a  freedom  he  took  up  in  the  midrt  of  disonler 
and  Miction;  and  Helvidius  or  Thrasea  was  happy,  though 
under  a  tyrann;  by  which  their  country  was  oppressed.  Every 
on^  indeed,  is  answerable  only  for  himself;  and  in  preserving 
the  int^rity  of  one  citiz^  does  what  is  required  of  him  for 
the  happiness  t^the  whole." 
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No.  XI. 
GEORGE  HARDINGE,  ESQ. 

■  FIBST  JUSTICE  OF  THE  COUNTIES  OV  BRECON,  OLAMOHQAN,  AMD 
HADNOR;  ATTOBMEY-OENBRAL  to  the  QUBEN  ;  AND  VICE-PRGSI- 
DENT  or   THE  PHILANTHROPIC  SOCUTY. 

1  HE  Hardinges  are  desceiided  Irom  an  ancieot  tunily,  long 
seated  at  King's  Newton,  a  small  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  MeL- 
boume,  in  Derbyshire.  Their  residence  is  now  in  possession 
of  Lord  Melbourne.*  Sir  Robert  Hardii^^  bom  in  1700,' 
t^ipears  to  have  taken  part  with  the  King  during  the  civil  wars ; 
and  was  knighted  by  Charles  L  Nicholas,  his  grandson,  the 
&ther  of  the  subjeiM  of  the  present  article  was  born  in  1 700, 
and  educated  at  Eton,  whence  he  removed  to  King's  CoU^fc^ 
Cambridge,  where  he  obtained  a  Fellowship,  and  took  the  de- 
gree of  M.  A.  His  fame  for  learning  was  singularly  great, 
both  at  school  and  the  university;  his  powers  &r  composition, 
in  req>ect  to  J^tin  verse  too,  were  v^  Qcm^cuousf:  in  his 
political  principles,  he  appears  to  have  been  a  Whig. 

•  Llterirj  Aiiec.  vul.  r,  p.  aas. 
■  i*  Hit  Lslin  poemg  hare  bcEii  publuhcd  :  he  wm  alia  anthtn  sf  manj  Eiif;ti>ti  ones, 
pulkalulf  the  "  DenhiUiid,"  ocmioned  bj  Sr  George  OxeiidoD'i  baund)  rimuii^ 
tkrau^  LBdj  GnjF'i  guden  itDenhtll,  In  Eut  Keni  in  1747  i  which  wu  printed  in 
the  "  Select  Colleciinn,"  1780.  He  wu  alto  the  fint  who  gave  the  true  readlag  10  t 
■cmirlnble  puHge  in  one  of  Harare'i  Odes,  which  obtiincd  the  apprubiiinn  of  ihtt  Etein 
Clitic  Dr.  Bentle;  bimielf. 

Sohi^  inileoJ  waa  hia  repulatinn,  tlial  an  appirat  wu  made  to  him  of  a  moat  ungolar 
nature,  when  Clerk  of  tlic  Honae  of  CuTaiDona,  b;  the  tm  greetot  onton  c£that  dajr. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  one  of  hii  ipeeches  happened  to  miaquote  the  foUowing  paangc 

■'  Hie  murui  ibetient  eito 

Nil  coniclre  aibi,  nulla  palteacere  culpa." 

Hia  error  coniiited  in  hii  alteration  of  the  three  tut  worda  to  "  nulli  ptlteacere  culpec." 
On  thti  Pulteney,  an  Etonian,  aaacrted,  (hat  •■  ihe  Minitter'i  Latin  *u  ai  bad  at  hia 
jwlitiCBl"  Sir  Robeil,  who  WM  a  Weitmiriaur  miD,  pencvertd;  and  a  guinea  bntie'itlt 
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Mr.  Nicholas  Hardinge  was  intetided  for,  and  actually  called 
to  the  Bat ;  but  as  he  enjoyed  the  patnmage  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  other  views  soon  opened  the  prospect  of  a  readier 
road  to  fortune.  The  office  of  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Commons  happenii^  to  be  va«:ant  in  1731,  he  obtained  that 
valuable  appointment,  which  he  h^ld  until  February  174^7-8, 
when  he  disposed  of  it  in  iavour  of  Mr.  Dyson,  for  the  very  in- 
competent sum  of  fiOOO/.  It  has  since  produce4  2  or  300,000t 
to  that  gentleman,  and  his  successor,  Mr.  Hatsell,  the  present 
possessor ;  on  whose  demise  the  fees  are  to  be  regulated  uid 
iqjpropriated. 

In  December,  1738,  he  married  Jane,  filU)  daughter  of  Sr 
John  Pratt,  of  Wilderness  in  Kent,  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's 
Bench,  and  sister  to  the  first  Lord  Camden,  by  whom  he  hod 
nine  sons  and  three  daughters. 

On  the  resignadon  of  his  office,  Mr.  Hardinge  became 
M.  P.  for  Eye  in  Suffi)lk ;  but  he  ai^iears  to  have  been  a  poet 
rather  than  an  orator.  In  1 752,  he  was  appomted  Joint-Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury ;  and  as  he  waa  also  Attomey-Gentfal  to 
William,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  Auditor  to  tiie  Princess 
Amelia,  he  must  have  been  very  rich  at  the  period  of  his  deadly 
which  occurred  April  9,  l?^^- 

It  ought  to  be  recorded  as  a  proof  of  the  taste  of  this  gentle 
m^  that  he  was  a  great  admirer  of  Milton.  Wboi  the  &me 
of  that  celebrated  man  was  basely  attacked,  in  consequence 
of  the  forgeries  of  Lauder,  Mr.  Hall,  Fellow  of  King's  College, 
Cambridge,  addressed  a  sonnet  to  him,  commencing  with  the 
four  following  lines :  — 

Hardinge!  firm  advocate  of  Milton's  fame! 
Avaoge  the  honour  of  his  injur'd  Mttse : 
The  bold  Salmasios  dar'd  not  to  accuse, 
And  brand  him  living  with  a  felon's  ntune ! 


■ninant  of  A  iHgei  liid  in  thb  occuion,  irai  adjudgfd  (o  tb*  fornicr  hj  Ml.  II*nligg«, 
wlin  bdtHf  am]  hoDmrahl}'  <lKicl»l  tgumt  hi)  own  puron. 

Tfii*  piece  of  moi»7,OD  the  deaiiicof  iheiJctn  (ifierwlrdi  cnaud  Evicf  B«k)  tMi 
found  cudiillj  wrapped  Bp  id  >  piece  of  white  papei. 
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His  HUter  was  married  to  Mr.  tSxy,  M.  P.  who  happened 
to  be  crw^ed ;  and  it  is  not  a  HtUe  remarkably  that  he  wrote 
«ad  published  an  "  Essay  aa  D^rmitj !" 

George  Hardinge,  the  second  son,  <^  whom  we  now  treat, 
was  bom  in  or  ^x>ut  the  year  1 743. 

Aiter  some  previous  education  at  home,  he  was  sent  to  Eton, 
where  Dr.  Barnard  *  then  presided ;  and  sudi  was  die  re^Nit^ 
ti(Hi  of  this  celebrated  master,  that  he  increased  (he  number  of 
his  scholars  from,  three  to  Sre  hundred ;  while  the  rival  estab- 
lishment of  Markhsm,  at  Westminster,  was  stationary.  As 
George  was  always  of  a  gay  turn,  he  became  not  only  food  of  , 
reading,  but  also  of  acting  plays.  At  one  period  a  tragedy,  dien 
very  popular,  was  to  be  performed  in  private ;  and  on  this  occa- 
sion, our  student  had  the  part  of  the  hero  assigned  him,  doubt- 
less very  much  to  his  own  sati^u:tion.  But  he  had  prudence 
«nongh  not  to  venture  on  so  arduous  an  attempt,  without  what 
Mr.  Pope  had  receaitly  declared  to  be  some  of  the  necessary 
requisites:-^ 

"  Cato's  loDg  wt^,  flower'd  gowp,  and  lacker'd  chair !" 

The  last  of  these  articles  appears  to  have  been  beyond  his 
reach.  However,  with  some  difficulty,  he  at  length  actually 
obtained  the  second-hand  r^resentatives  c^  the  two  others; 
but,  while  all  the  spectators  were  in  a  delirium  of  ecstacy,  lo  ! 
Dr.  Bernard  suddenly  advanced  along  the  temporary  stage, 
irith  all  the  stateliness  of  classical  dignity,  on  which  the  actors, 
one  only  excepted,  instantly  fled,  while  the  whole  audience  was 
-  ^palled  with  fear !  Youttg  Hardinge,  however,  thought  it  un- 
worthy of  the  histrionic  art,  to  withdraw.  He  accordingly  felt 
and  conducted  himself  IxkeiaKomian  Senator;  and  would  not 
yield  to  the  nsiurped  authority  «f  this  new  Cfleefu:,  who  bad  thus 
passed  the  Rubicon,  and  driven  the  forces  of  the  Republic  before 
iiim  with  a  irown.  But  the  indignant  conqueror,  astonished  at 
such  a  marked  disobedience  to  his  authority,  instantly  tore  the  wi^ 

■  TUa  genileinmi  toeceeded  Dr.  Sumner tn  M^,  17}«,  and  nmained  u  Elan  uEtll 
pecenb«r,ir«A>  <rh*n  UJtiBMU  wu  laccmdtd  hjJakaXmut,  M.'A. 
t2 
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and  gown  from  the  patriot  they  had  become  so  well ;  and  bore 
,them  both  olF  as  trophies  to  his  apartment ! 

On  searching  the  Musse  Etonenses  for  achievements  of  a  di& 
ferent  kind,  the  name  of  "  Hardinge,"  appears  in  the  Index  to 
vol.  i. ;  and  in  page  23S,  is  found  to  sonie  >Latin  verses,  there 
referred  to.  The  date  is  not  annexed ;  but  as  they  are  insert- 
ed between  two  other  compositions  of  A.D.  1759,  and  A.D. 
.1 764,  it  is  not  at  all  milikely  that  they  originated  with  one,  who 
was  all  his  life  addicted  to  poetry.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  this  wtTtter-piece .-  — 

"  Flumina  per  coDstricta  gelu,  clivosque  navales 
Me  ducas  Diana,  tuas  ubl  colla  capiBtris^ 
Dama  dedit  levibns  gaudens  parere  lupatls. 
Te  duce  RhiphEeam  glaciem  fluviosque  nivales 
Arte  nov&,  et  junctis  ausui  percurrere  cerviS)  5 

Lustrat  Hyperboreos  plaustro  vagus  incola  tractus. 

"  Non  tamen  has  artes  equiti  fera  bruma  Britauno 
laduUtt,  virides  radat  licet  axe  citato 
Non  auriga  piger  campos,  et  mollia  prata, 
Transvolvet ;  albentes  glaciali  frigore  campos.  10 

Hibemi  metuens  cursUs  fiigit;  arva  revtsens, 
Cum  Ph«bus  Zephyris  laxat  redeuntibus  auras, 

"  Non  ita  qu^  terram  native  frigore  duraut 
Ferpetui  flatus  Bures,  gelidaque  sub  arcto 
Indigens:  torpent  hiemes,  miro  impeto  Lappo  15 

Radit  tubricum  iter,  solidumque  supervotvat  lequor. 
Fors  gerit  ad  vicum  calathos,  et  parvula  ruris 
Dona  Eui ;  faciles  sulcat  durata  per  undie 
Ciaustra  vias,  solidasque  nivis  multo  aggere  canos 
Percurrit  montes  illi  fidissima  conjux  SO 

Pon^  Eubit,  dilecta  comes  ;  patrique  lucelli 
Participes  currunt  pueri,  queis  flectere  gyros 
Arte  rudi  labor,  et  momtis  impellere  cervum. 

*'  Scilicet  ipsa  suos  partus  ad  frigora  ducit 
Mater,  et  In  patrio  firmans  impubia  pooit 
Membra  gelu :  mox  et  glacialia  tMque  vianim  25 

Ipsa  docet  penetrate,  levemque  accmdere  ^arrisa. 
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Hb  tamen  algentei,  genislu  flHmnut,  medulUB, 
Vemt  amor:  quotiei  per  luUn  olbentia  nympbe 
ComplexuB  puer  optatoa  petit  en  ubi  cerri  30 

Hectit  lora  mone  impatiens.  "  Fuge,  cerve,  per  cequoTt 
Flagitat  aut  aquilce  celeres,  aut  fulminis  alas 
Noster  Amor  :  levis  i,  fugiae,"  &c. 

After  remaining  during  the  usual  period  at  Eton,  Mr.  George 
Hardinge  removal  to  Wadhara  College,  Oxford,  where  he  ob- 
tained the  degree  of  M.  A.  in  1778.  About  this  period,  hav- 
ing been  induced  by  family  considerations  to  addict  himself  to 
the  profession  of  the  law,  of  which  his  maternal  uncle  was  at  that 
time  so  conspicuous  a  member,  he  entered  himself  of  the  Mid- 
dle Temple,  and  was  accustomed  to  eat  his  commons,  in  the 
noble  hall  of  that  society,  in  the  window  of  which  are  Co  be  found 
emblazoned,  the  arms  ofmanyof  our  judges;  while  one  of  the 
finest  ornamental  oak  screens  in  Europe,  exhibits  a  spedmen 
of  the  taste  of  our  ancestors,  and  the  perfection  of  our  artists  in 
wood-carving,  during  former  times. 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Hardinge,  who  was  bred  a  Whig,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  most  enthusiastic  patriot.  Some  tA  his 
relatives  Jived  in  great  intimacy  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Aken- 
side;  and  as  his  &ther  was  accustomed  to  recite  the  "  Invoca- 
tion to  Ancient  Greece,"  with  peculiar  grace  and  emphasis,  our 
young  lawyer  not  only  admired  the  noble  sentiments  of  liberty 
contmned  in  that  composition ;  but  also  the  poet  himself,  whom 
he  saw  frequently  at  his  friend  Mr.  Dyson's  table.  But  T^en 
the  physicianj  in  consequence  of  being  professionally  employed 
by  the  Royal  Family  *,  altered  his  verses,  so  as  to  render  them 
subservient  to  his  own  interests ;  he  was  then  termed  a  *'  Tory" 
by  Mr.  Hardinge,  who  actually  "  looked  cool  upon  him ;" 
never  dreaming  that  he  himself  might  live  long  enough  to  be 
one  day  greeted  with  the  very  same  ^ithet  \ 

It  was  some  time  tJber  this  period,  that  he  became  acquainted 
with  a  great  constitutional  lawyer,  who  wished  to  allcire  him 
from  the  flowery  and  deceitful  paths  of  pleasure,  and.  point  his 

■  H«  wu  ippcnnted  Hiyiicitn  to  ibe  Qu«ii. 
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views  to  greet,  nobl^  and  useftil  object*.     Ha4  he  followed  . 
Us  advice  ancl  example,  (here  can  be  iu>  doubt  but  tliat  the 
higheet  honours  of  the  profefision  would  have  be^  attained 
by  him. 

A  SONNET, 
Addrtttedbjf  Sir  W.  Jtonet  tit  G.  Hardinge,  Etq. 

Bardinge  I  whom  Camden's  voice  and  Camden'B  fame. 
To  nobler  tboughti,  and  high  attempts  exciut 
Whom  thy  learn'd  Sire's  well-poluhed  lays  invite. 

To  kindle  in  thy  breast  Phsbean  flame : 

Oh,  rise !  oh,  emulate  their  lives,  and  claim 
The  glorious  meed  of  many  a  studious  night. 
And  many  a  day  spent  in  asserting  right ; 

Repressing  wroog,  and  bringing  fraud  to  shame  ■ 

Nor  let  the  glare  of  wealth  at  pleasure's  bow'ra 

Allure  thy  fancy — think  how  Tully  shone; 

Think  how  Demosthenes  with  heaVnly  fire 
Shook  Philip's  throne,  and  lighten'd  o'er  his  tow'rs. 

Vhat  gave  them  strength  ?  —  not  «loqu«ice  alone* 
But  minds  elate,  ^Mve  each  low  desire. 

In  1776Mr.Hardingemadealittle  tour  on  thecontment*, 
where  be  remained  scone  time.  So  great  was  his  attachment 
to  die  memory  of  the  amiable  Madame  Sev^^  author  of  the 

*  Whan  ■  TCTj  jounf  miu,  hr  paid  ■  Tuit  io  hiAj  Gnj,  mothn  of  tbc  Ute  9it 
JiDMt  Gny,  K.S.  ud  tn  imbuawlar  lo  uveni  foreign  couru,  it  DfnUII,  in  Eul 
Keni.  "  Ladf  Graj,"  nji  ba,  "  slmac  itached  thttp  at  100.  Sha  ww  tlw 
huiibanMK  old  wamtn  I  nci  H",  and  her  eompleaion  at  90,  waa  thai  «f  a  baautilull; 
Ur  girl  in  her  leeni. 

"  Har  ipintt  were  attoniihiag  ;  and  the  rni  iha  beat  conpanj  imagiMbk.  Of  ha* 
gaoarcitilj  and  good  Datnra  to  7oan(  pnipla,  I  pre  yoa  Uiia  itimrtthle  UBi :  I  ikited 
har  Bi  DtnlaU,  wban  I  ina  a  jtmng  man.  She  kaaid  me  tamtni  tlui  I  <ni  tuo  poor 
to  tail  acrOH  the  Chineal,  and  than  rida,  (tot  I  had  mj  boran  wMt  me,)  lo  the  Ifagua. 
Hm  nest  moniing  ibe  came  doira  atain  la  Be  ntli  a  pane  ia  faci  basd.  "  Han," 
aaid  the,  "  go  and  hang  jrounalf  I" 

•'  It  conUined  fifiy  guioesa.  I  fall  at  hai  tlMt ;  and  As  Iblknring  daf  Ma  at  CaWa  ; 
fraecadad  ihrough  Liih  and  Bmaaak  Is  the  Hague;  uw  tretj  thing  and  pcfsoii,  that 
watemj  okjectai  and  vm  her  gaetl  agun  iaaatondi." 
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dwrming  iettws  which  pass  under  her  name;  that  he  vai 
actually  induced  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Chateau  de 
-Grignan,  There  he  passed  a  day  or  two,  and  obtained  four 
drawing  of  her  residence^  all  of  which  be  afterwards  presented 
to  Mr.  Walpole,  who  carefully  deposited  them  among  hia 
treasures  at  Strawberry  Hill;  and  promiaed  to  make  tliem 
"  heir-kxHas." 

On  his  return  fae  cultiTated  the  Muses  with  still  more  as- 
Mduity  than  the  "  Year  Books;"  but  notwithstanding  this,  he 
eecaaitaiaUy  dedicated  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  to 
lus  profesdonal  studies. 

On  coming  of  age,  he  found  himself  in  possession  <^  a  good 
estate  in  the  county  of  Surrey.  H»  father  had  resided  for 
many  years  at  Canlmry,  near  Kingston ;  and  as  his  &inily  had 
held  offices  under  all  the  three  Princes  of  the  House  (rf  Han- 
over, a  cmsiderable  patrimonial  fortune  had  been  thus  ac- 
cmnulated  *.  However,  during  the  whole  of  his  life,  he  was 
inattentive  to  Ub  own  immediate  interests ;  and  thus  derived 
but  little  advantage  firoai  the  good  fortune  or  good  conduct 
of  his  ancestors. 

He  now  ^^earc^  however,  to  have  formed  a  most  re- 
^KCtable  acquaintamee ;  for  he  reckoned  among  his  friends  a 
number  of  characters  highly  estimate,  on  account  of  their 
prudence,  economy,  and  decorum,  as  well  as  tbeir  knowledge 
and  abilities.  At  the  period  alluded  to,  he  was  careful  to 
<»Jtivate  an  intimacy  with  all  the  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  day;  and  he  tiiaa  carried  on  a  regular  correspondence 
with  several  itoen,  justly  celebrated  for  their  literary  acquire- 
ments. 
-  Mr.  Hardinge  by  this  time  was  called  to  the  bar ;  and  soon 

*  In  iddttion  10  his  mancrltl  e>tai«g,  Mr.  Hardinge  alio  inhnitnl  anine  cbuich  prt' 
faimoiti.  He  Kttled  ilie  valuable  living  of  Ifingiton-on-TfaameB,  upen  Mi  ntxi 
brucha-,  Henrr;  ud  in  i;69,  procured  ui  ace  af  pwliusenE  far  new  modelling  ibii 
•lange,  wliich  lied.  gRmerly  included,  lUX  only  Kingston,  the  TuolAn'-f'iiircA,  but  alto 
Um  dapeli,  or  nincia  of  Richmond,  Kev,  Peterdum,  Thamo-Diitan,  and  £ui 
MnulMJ. 

Thii  RKuun  pfoduoed  ■  billei  atudC  OD  the  put  of  the  laic  Gllberl  WakeBeld, 
wfiote  btother  wu  View  of  Rirbnondj  Wt  ji  wat  cnnlKei]  In  the  Kcond  ediijon  of  )<!« 

X4 
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after,  through  the  iufiuence  of  his  uncle,  obtained  a  silk  gtnm 
with  a  patent  of  precedency.  In  consequence  c^  thie,  he  was 
eoabled  to  take  brieB  agEunst,  as  well  as  for  the  crown ;  and 
as  he  ^eady  possessed  considerable  reputation  for  eloquence^ 
he  began  to  obtain  a  good  deal  of  practice  at  Nisi  Prim. 
.  A  seat  in  parliament  next  became  an  object  of  his  amlu- 
tion ;  and  he  was  accordingly  elected,  or  rather  nominated  for 
Old  Sarum  * ;  end  sat  for  that  borough  during  several  suc- 
ceeding parhaments  until  1802,  whrai  a  new  arrangement  Uxk. 
place.  In  this  situiriion,  he  was  deemed  a  promising  orator ; 
but  so  far  was  he  firom  evincing  any  marked  dislike  to  the 
measures  of  the  court,  as  had  been  expected  by  s<nne  c^  his 
early  firiends,  that  he  generally  sided  with  His  M^esty's  mi- 
nisters. Accordingly,  professional  honours  were  not  wanting ; 
for  in  17S7  he  was  ^pointed  to  the  respectable  situation  of 
senior  justice  for  the  counties  of  Brecon,  Glamorgan,  and 
Radnor,  f 

In  17S3,  bdng  no  longer  in  parliament,  he  defended  Sir 
Thomas  Rumbold,  when  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  was 
attacked ;  and  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  threatened  against 
him.  He  appears  also,  at  first,  to  have  been  ail  advocate  for 
the  virtue,  integrity,  as  well  as  acknowledged  talents,  and 
great  abilities  of  Mr.  Hastings,  whom  he  also  defended ;  and 
whose  prosecution  was  not  only  of  unexampled  duration,  but 
attended  with  a  variety  of  personal  hardshipB.  It  seems, 
however,  that  like  Mr.  Pitt,  he  would  only  go  certain  lengths 
with  the  Ex-Governor  General,  for  his  conduct  was  after- 
wards commented  upon  by  Major  Scott;  and  he  deemed  it 
necessary  to  answer  that  gentleman  in  a  pamphlet. 

Such  was  his  reputation  for  professional  eloquence,  that  when 

•  He  tucneded  JJin  W^^Uutnt.  Etq. 

+  Mr.Hiidinge,  iloignued  of  Vjnoa,  in  the  counw  of  Wilu,  WK  retumHl  fiw 
ths  borough  of  Old  SiiDm,  to  the  ISih  pirlumeM  of  Gmt  Briiiiii,  (IJSO,)  hi  «<« 
then  SolkiiOT  GenenI  (o  (he  Queen.  He  ou  rs-elteled  in  17S«  i  and  httlng  been 
RudetWclih  Judge,  ■  new  writ  wu ordered  in  Nonmbcr,  1787,  when  b«mn-<haien. 
He  ■>■*  again  re-choien  in  I7M,  with  Mr.SuUinni  in  179*  with  the  Eul  ef  Mor- 
nii^tan,  DOw  Marquii  of  Weilulej;  and  ha  alio  wt  in  thefint  Imperial  PiriiimeBt, 
with  Mr.  Horne  Tooke,  fui  his  coUeagne.  S^w*  tliii  p«iad  he  bu  not  ut  in  the 
HouM  uf  CommDni.  ^^ 
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at  a  later  period  of  his  lif^  the  hoiue  of  Dr.  Priestley  was 
burnt  down  by  a  mob,  and  his  proper^  destroyed,  he  was 
employed  by  the  hundred  in  which  it  was  situate,  to  plead  in 
mitigation  of  damages.  Accordingly,  he  read  to  the  jury, 
certain  extracts  from  the  printed  opinions  of  that  celebrated 
man;  from  the  violence  of  which,  (notwithstanding  these  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  extent  of  injury  received,)  he  wished 
to  draw  inferences  iavourabtc  to  the  interests  of  his  clients. 
Accordingly  a  verdict  was  obtained,  which  is  said  to  have 
been  alti^ether  inadequate  in  point  of  compensation. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Hardinge  determined  to  marry,  and  hi<! 
fidends  rgoiced  at  this  event,  as  it  was  deemed  likely  that  he 
would  then  forget  the  flowery  hamits  of  Parnassus;  and  look 
henceforth  only  to  a  snug  and  ctHofortable  seat  on  the  wool- 
'  sack.  He  had  been  already  nominated  Attorney  General  to 
the  Queen,  and  nothing  was  wanting  but  regular  habits  and 
attention;  for  all  readily  allowed,  tliat  nature  had  furnished 
him  with  talents  for  any  situation  tliat  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  crown  to  bestow.  Accordingly,  he  became  united  to  Lucy, 
the  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  late  Richard  Long,  of  Ches- 
terfield Street,  Esq. ;  with  this  amiabie  and  beautiM  young 
lady,  who  sdll  survives  him,  he  obtained  a  considerable  ^- 
tune,  but  th^  had  no  progeny ;  and  for  many  years  before 
bis  demise,  a  sqwration,  by  mutual  consent,  had  actually  taken 
place. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Hardinge  removed  with  his 
wife  to  a  house  called  Bagman's  Castle^  situate  in  the  meadows 
of  Twickenham,  exactly  in  front  of  the  river.  This  must  be 
allowed  to  have  been  classic  ground ;  for  it  was  within  a  few 
hundred  yards  of  Pope's  villa. 

Here  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  two  literary  men, 
which  tended  to  render  this  period  of  his  life,  in  no. small 
degree  pleasant.  One  of  his  neighbours,  Mr.  Owen  Cam- 
bridge, was  like  him&elf  a  poet;  and  like  himself  too,  paid  his 
court  to  the  Muses,  to  an  extreme  old  age.  Mr,  Walpole  was 
the  other,  with  whom  he  frequently  dined,  and  spent  the 
evening.    *'  The  tSeiaamsf  of  his  manners,"  observes  Mr. 
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Hvdiiige,  "  was  lost  m  bis  wit,  ingenuity,  and  wMtnBicali  bttt 
entertaining  'kind  of  knowledge.  Though  he  wa«  elegant  and 
polished,"  adds  be  "  he  was  not,  I  think,  weU-bred,  in  the  best 
yixiw  of  the  phrase.  He  demanded  a  &11  stretch  of  tH^miriTig 
hoanage  to  his  6o7is  mots ,-  and  rather  lectured  in  a  series  of 
prose  epigronis,  dum  conversed  playfully,  and  so  as  to  put  the 
leaver  <^te  at  his  ease."  * 

Notwithstandir^  this,  th^  appear  to  have  lived  in  great  io- 
timac}^  and  to  have  courted  the  company  of  each  other. 

Mr.  Hardinge,  a  considerable  time  before  this,  bad  pub* 
liahed  an  edition  of  some  <^  his  lather's  poetical  works ;  odiers 
are  to  be  found  scattered  in  various  collections  of  fugitive 
pieces ;  and  it  was  his  fixed  intention  to  print  the  whole  in  a 
handsome  manner.  He  never  was  enabled,  however,  it  seems, 
^  perform  an  office,  which  he  always  considered  as  a  dilty. 
This  gentleman,  who  well  merited  all  his  regard,  and  of  whom 
we  have  already  made  honourable  mention,  appears  to  hate 
been  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 

On  May  17tfa,  1807,  Mr.  Hardinge  lost  his  sole  surviv- 
ing parent,  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  term,  his  "  Angel 
Mother."  Tliis  lady,  together  with  two  of  her  daughters,  had 
retired  to'the  county  of  Kent,  and  she  closed  her  days  at  a 
pretty  little  seat  there,  called  Grove  House,  in  the  vi<dnity  of  Uie 
residence  of  her  nephew  the  present  Marquis  Camden.  Iliis 
place  she  continued  to  embellish '  and  adorn,  so  as  to  render  it 
s  very  agree^Ie,  and  indeed,  a  very  romantic  residence.  It 
18  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  she  was  greatly  addicted  to  ro- 
aiances  and  novels.  In  this  passion,  she  participated  with  her 
illustrious  brother ;  a  &ct,  often  asserted,!  but  never  entirely 
credited,  in  respect  to  this  legal  luminary,  until  hilly  con- 
firmed by  the  pen  of  his  nephew.   It  is  not  a  little  remarkable* 

•  Letter  (0  Mr.  Nicholl3,iai4. 

t  "  The  lue  venerable  Earl  Camden  (once  LonI  High  Chaneelloi  of  Englind,  mi 
■  chuiclerof  high  dignily,  ability,  letiniog,  and  independence),  i>  laid  at  hare  leanied 
Sptaiih  •efy  liM  in  life,  to  lead  romances  in  ihai  language  j  liaviog  eibinilcd  (hoM 
■citUn  in  Engliili,  French,  and  lulian.  All  the  irorld  knon  (hat  Ca(o  lewiMd 
Cieek,  II  liily  jeu*  of  age,  to  read  the  roowcei  in  thii  tongue. 


roowcei  m  thai  to 

{■(Mitsiif  liienlute.  Note  (a)  p.  SB. 
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tW  Mr.  FcHc,  during  the  fthtAe  of  hu  porliaifteBtavr  md 
public  \^  addicted  himself  to  the  maae  punuit. 

In  an  unputdiabed  volume,  eatitled  "  The  Filiil  Tribnte," 
her  son  has  printed  the  following  lines,  which  he  terms  an 
**  Epitqih,  composed  by  himself:"  * 

"  Glowing  thoughts  which  cannot  speak, 
Prove,  that  eloquence  is  weak; 
To  tibe  heart  is  their  ^)peBl^ 
They  are  mute  because  they  fed. 
Ye  that  knew  the  Mother's  worth. 
Blest  ud  blessing  npoo  earth, 
Join  with  yours  the  filial  tear, 
Shed  upon  that  parent  here ; 
Tell  us  if  the  Son's  regret  " 

Ever  shall  its  pride  fbiget ; 
Or  the  Daughter's  tear  can  part 
From  its  current  in  the  heart. 
Who  can  such  a  theme  detail  ? 
Who  can  tell  the  filial  tale  ?" 

As  we  are  now  on  the  subject  of  epitaphs,  we  shall  here 
ihsert  a  prose  inscription  penned  by  him,  for  the  pedestal  of 
dke  statue  <^  the  late  Marquis  of  ComwaUli  at  Bombay ;   ob- 

*  Wi  leara  rrom  ber  mw,  "  that  id  thii  lidj,  iman|H  other  enraudiraij  ^cou 
imlftnuei,  perhkpi  the  tnott  ui'ive,  wii  itie  Irogil  cm  of  her  iDComa,  utd  b« 
■ddma  ID  the  conduct  of  it.  She  Vind  upon  i  modenia  remiDe,  ■•  if  it  hid  bem 
treble  iu  ml  unounl ;  kept  ■  vcTjr  boiplliblc  home  j  and  wm  the  matt  UbenI  of 
human  creitum  upon  Gl  occuiont.  Hu  ecoaamj  vu  inritible  to  erei^  eje  but  her 
omi,  ihough  in  lecret,  active  and  ngacimu.  It  wu  not  cold,  nean,  or  penuitoui  -, 
but  it  left  bar  alirq^  rich,  aod  wi>  the  bank  oFbei  libenl  ipirli. 

"  Het  ondemaBding  >ae  in  ita  energy  mucuHne,  tbongh  her  maimtTa  were  gtnllt 
and  graceful.  She  nner  had  a  ulfiah  llioughi,  and  mi  incetiinlljracmpiediii  doing 
good  among  her  inimermit  dependanti." 

Wa  are  told  abo  that  ber  delight  in  reading  noreli  needed  that  of  bei  bfaUtei'a, 
"  Her  ual  io  Kent,"  addi  he,  "  ou  of  matchlru  beaulj,  wbich  hat  latte  bad  foimect 
out  of  two  oi  ifaree  lillle  orehiidi,  and  ■  wild  bank  at  the  foot  of  a  common,  ubich 
bDBg  owr  them.  Here  iha  built  aod  fumiihad  an  eieellaBt  boaic,  riioivh  Ibr  t  eoa- 
lidarabla  time,  ilie  had  inotber  in  London,  and  wai  acrer  ha^in  than  in  doing  iW 
hBnounoril.  She  had  a  carriage,  and  a  Tcrf  handsome  nlioue  of  lemBU  ;  mtda 
II  pNienta,  gate  up  bar  aon  giart  of  hci  jointure,  and  yet  Mt  ■  hendKima 
u  (including  ihii  baautlTul  si^u},  >o  the  roriunea  Af  her  daughters."  ■ 
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serying  at  the  same  time,  that  this  is  d^cient,  in  so  fiir  aa  the 
name  of  the  hero  is  omitted ;  and  that  our  poet  does  net 
appear  to  have  excelled]  in  that  species  of  compoettion. 

"  Inflexible  and  steady  courage, 
A  sacred  fidelity  in  political  trust, 
Purity  and  wngleness  of  heart  — 
A  temper  the  mirror  of  that  pvrity, 
A  reflecting  and  well  diseiplioed  judgment 
In  the  most  arduous  conflicts ; 
A  dignified  simplicity  of  manners. 
And  the  most  elevated  sense  of  honour ; 
Every  public  virtue  and  spirit. 
Every  gentle  and  graceful  a&ction, 
Made  him  universally 
Admired,  revered,  and  beloved ; 
The  ornament  of  his  country  and  the  age ; 
A  model  to  Posterity." 

At  the  precise  period  of  his  mother's  death,  we  find  Mr. 
Hardinge  occupied  about  a  life  of  his  illustrious  uncle,  "  da- 
rum  &  venerabile  nomen,"  E^l  Camden,  who  during  the  course 
of  his  whole  existence,  was  the  steady  and  zealous  assertor 
of  the  ri^ta  of  the  people ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  was 
not  unmindfid  of  the  just  prerogative  of  the  king.  It  is  to 
him  we  are  indebted  for  the  decision  as  to  the  illegality  of 
general  warrants,  and  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  great  prin- 
ciple, in  the  case  of  libels,  that  the  jury  are  judges  both  of  the 
la-w  and  fact,  concluded  the  public  career  of  a  long  and  splen- 
did life. 

On  this  occasion  the  nephew  addressed  a  letter  to  a  learned 
gentleman,  whose  exemplary  modesty  will,  perhaps  be  hurt*, 
by  being  here  named ;  whose  profound  knowledge  has  been 
acknowledged  repeatedly,  both  from  the  wool-sack  and  the 
bench ;  but  who,  demising  the  practice  of  those  arts  by  which 
men  of  &r  inferior  talents  vault  into  the  seat  of  power,  never 
obtained  any  higher  dignities  than  a  silk  gown  and  a  f&< 
cordership. 
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"  To  Francis  Htirgrave,  Esq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 
"  As  I  am  at  present  again  busily  occupied  in  Lord  Cam- 
den's life,  I  beg  to  ask  of  your  friendship  two  favours :  one  is 
that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  lend  me  Layer's  Tryal ; 
and  the  second,  that  you  will  permit  me  to  have  the  use  of 
your  L>aw  Tracts  for  a  Uttle  time. 

"  Permit  me  to  ask,  what  is  the  internal  evidence  that 
Lord  Camden's  Treatise  of  the  Latitat  in  Wales  had  been 
first  written  after  1745,  ^  date  which  I  rtiink  you  have 
stated.  It  rather  puzzles  me  with  reference  to  Lord  Cam- 
den's age  and  rank  at  the  bar  ? 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
*'  With  grateful  homage  to  your  talents  and  goodness  of  heart, 
"  Your  affectionate  Servant, 

*'  G.  HARniNGE.' 

J,  Cumberland  Place,  New  Road, 
CFeb.  Z6th,  180.) 

The  following  speech,  delivered  at  a  critical  and  important 
jperiod,  will  convey-  some  idea  of  the  opinions  pndessed  by 
Mr.  Hardinge,  in  his  pubUc  ciqiacity  as  a  judge. 

Mr.  Justice  Hardinge's  address  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Pres- 
teigne, Tuesday,  April  12,  1808. 

*'  Gentlemen  of  this  Grand  Jury, 

"  It  is  now  the  21st  year  of  my  judicial  attendance  in  this 
court :  —  a  period  in  which  *  more  signs  and  wonders,'*  more 
'  distresses  of  nations,'  uid  more  awful  changes,  (not  of  empire 
alone,  but  of  man),  have  convulsed  and  have  desolated  the 
world,  than  ever  before  took  efiect  in  so  limited  a  compass  of 
time. 

"  Y^  in  the  midst  of  such  alarming  visitations  around  us 
on  every  side,  this  island,  —  this  Kttle  spot  in  the  map,  holds 
up  its  head,  and  covers  under  its  wings  the  most  envied  com- 
munity of  the  inhabited  eartfe. 
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*'  What  is  it  that  has  accomplished  this  unexaiopled  secu- 
rity, and  this  dented  character  ? 

*'  Is  it  the  army  ?  is  it  the  navy  ?  —  Is  it  the  peasant  ?  or- 
tiie  merchant  ? 

"  It  is  not  any  one  of  these,  nor  all  of  these  united,  though 
each  of  them  tells  poweriiilly  in  the  balance ;  but  it  is  the  soul 
which  animates  them ;  it  is  the  constitution  of  the  government^ 
and  the  native  spirit  of  the  people  t 

"  Hiere  are  vit^  parts  of  ug  which  the  tyrant  of  Paris  can- 
.  not  reach ;  which  his  inordinate  wealth  cannot  impoverish ;  and 
which  his  gifted  abihties  in  seduction  cannot  mislead. 

"  We  dmish  these  barriers  against  him,  the  more  because 
we  have  taken  a  note  from  the  example  of  his  friends.  The 
owmy  there  has  been  our  friend.  A  reluctant  witness  agui|st 
his  own  credit  is,  in  courts  of  justice,  the  most  powerful  advo- 
cate upon  earth  for  the  interests  of  truth. 

**  A  time  was,  —  it  was  a  passing  cloud,  ~  that  some  of 
us  were  tinged  with  levdling  principles ;  but  the  good  sense  of 
the  national  miod  and  spirit  soon  recovered  its  tonej  and, 
with  proplietic  ssgaci^,  escaped  in  time  from  those  vipers  of 
the  bosom. 

"  What  is  it  that  we  now  live  to  see^  in  the  wisdom  of  &taX 
swfiil  instructor.  Time  P  —  Eiugrafted  upon  the  savage  pfaren:^ 
of  popular  clamour  against  all  government^  (whether  of  God 
«r  of  man),  is  a  de^otism  the  most  unbridled,  and  the  most  in- 
solent that  ever  d^raded  the  liberty  it  overcame. 

"  Every  nominal  stak^  for  which  innocent  blood  was  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  the  policy  (^  the  .guillotine,  has  been 
more  than  superseded,  -^it  has  been  thrown  into  want(m  ridi- 
ciAe  by  the  parade  of  that  supercession. 

"  KingB  were  to  be  detbr(»ied  and  murdered.  —  Regicide 
«nu  an  attribute  of  honor :  —  the  very  name  of  King  whs  lo 
be  a  curse. 

"  An  imperial  Kii^  has  not  only  taken  the  sceptre  of  hi» 
«wn  "  French  territory,"  ae  he  calls  itj  into  his  pw-stmal  hand ; 
bnt,  «s  if  (D  laugh  at  the  iook  he  has  enslaved,  has  iitttred,  -if 
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I  nu^  use  that  phrase,  half  die  Ccmtanait  with  petty  sove- 
reigns, at  the  mercy  of  his  breath: 

'  „. . What  seem  their  heads, 

The  likeness  of  a  regal  crown  have  on.' 

"  The  pillars  of  the  church  Mfere  to  be  subverted ;  — the 
P(^e  of  the  day  was  banished,  was  degradedi,  was  impris<med» 
iftas  a  rambling  liigitive  under  a  guard,  and  shewn  to  the  snd- 
fitude  as  an  object  of  derision ;  it  was  a  muid^ ;  —  it  took  \m 
heart. 

"  The  successor  of  that  Pop^  (terrified  or  com^itecl,)  is  re- 
ceived into  the  very  heart  of  Paris,  and  consecrates  the  imp^ 
jial  diadem,  with  all  the  imposing  ft^periea  of  the  catholic 
altar. 

'*  The  nobles  were  to  sink  into  the  dust ;  —  all  were  to  be 
citizens.  One  of  the  Twblesse,  who  was  descended  fi'om  the 
Bourbon  race,  took  the  name  of  jy polite,  and  paid  for  it 
inth  his  head. 

"  What  has  become  of  that  vulgar  and  brutal  spirit  now  ? 

"  Ask  the  dukes  and  princes  elevated  into  the  peerage  for 
being  janizaries  to  the  usurper,  who  animates  their  energies  t^ 
terror,  not  by  love ! 

"  All  badges  of  honour  were  to  be  torn  o£^  trampled  under 
foot,  and  abjured  as  humiliating  memorials  of  slavery  to  Kings. 

"  They  are  now  thread  over  a  court  as  foil  of  parade  as  that 
of  Louis  XIV. ;  and  are  wantonly  exchanged  in  the  coquetting 
intercourse  of  a  regal  confederacy,  against  the  obstinate, 
liiough  solitary  embers  of  spirit,  ind^iendeuc^  and  freedom, 
left  6a  earth ! 

"  We  thank  him  for  this  note  which  he  has  given  to  history, 
—  for  the  living  proof,  upon  a  record  which  '  he  who  rmu 
may  read,'  —  that  'rebellion  against  the  legitimate  principles  (^ 
goverimient  and  of  reUgion,  is  the  unequivocal  parent  of  ty- 
ranny in  the  church  and  state.' 

"  Returning  home  with  a  gaierous  abhoiraxe  &om  the 
awful  picture  of  expenments  like  these,  upon  a  foreign  shore* 
OBI  national  spirit  feels  pride  i^  heart  in  the  icene  before  us. 
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The  ttignity  of  ind^iend^ice  reoeivee  every  one  of  ua  into  its 
open  arms,  animated  by  a  Eocial  nnion  of  ail  the  links  jn  ont 
political  chain,  from  the  palace  to  the  cottage ;  each  of  them 
sacred  and  revered  in  its  turn,  but  not  one  of  them  entrusted 
with  a  power  to  injure  the  rest. 

"  You  gentlemen  of  this  county  in  particular,  if  you  are 
asked,  '  what  you  have  done  as  contributors  to  the  bank  and 
etodc  of  your  country's  welfere  ?'  can  tell  us,  without  one  feather 
of  un^ance,  that  you  have  promoted  with  success,  tranquil- 
lity, and  justice,  the  most  valuable  blessings  of  human  life;  — 
that  your  judges,  who  visit  you  at  stated  periods,  find  their  office 
anticipated  or  disarmed  -by  your  pubhc  spirit  as  magistrates, 
and  by  your  example  as  men." 

Having  thus  exhibited  Mr.  Hardinge  in  his  public  capa- 
city as  a  judge,  we  shall  now  bring  him  forward  in  his  private 
one  as  a  Christian,  premising  that,  on  all  occasions,  and  at  every 
period  of  his  life,  he  appears  to  have  been  a  firm  belie\-er ; 
and,  at  times,  pious  and  devout  in  the  extreme.  The  following 
sermon,  "  written  by  a  layman,"  was  not  only  composed  by 
him,  but  actually  printed  for  circulation  among  those  whom 
he  esteemed.  The  copy  before  ua,  revised  and  corrected  1^' 
his  own  hand,  is  addressed  to  a  respectable  magistrate  in  the 
county  of  Radnor,  whom  he  styles  "  his  kind  host  and  friend." 

St.  Mark,  —  Chap.  x.  Ver.  14. 

"  Suffh-  little  Children  to  come  unto  me ! " 

"  Itt^te  are  types  and  shadows  of  celestial  innocence  — 
and  their  simplicity  has  a  kind  of  sacred  aspect.  —  There  is  no 
character  of  beau^  so  touching  as  the  repose  of  a  little 
CBiLD.  Nor  is  that  ray  of  serenity  which  encircl*^  its  brow, 
lost  upon  us.  —  It  soothes  every  passion  to  rest :  ^  when  the 
little  cherub  wakes,  new  life  illmninates  the  features,  is  that 
smile  of  endearment^  which  no  gratis  of  the  heart  that  is  con- 
versant and  polluted  in  the  world,  can  emulate. 

"  But  He  diat  et^ed  *  the  little  cHiLnitEN  to  Him,'  se- 
lected atum,  in  a  moral  and  Christian  view  -^  as  a  kind  of  living 
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faraUe  to  ^courage  those  who  —  like  M«n-~had  neither 
pride  —  nor  enof  —  nor  ambUion, 

"  Qiiiing  to  him  hmifi  children,  he  took  them  up  in  hu 
unu*  and  bletaed  than.  —  *  Of  sudi  »  the  kingdom  of  Ood* 
(wereAff  worda)  —  ''WhoBoAver  shall  not  rec^vettAa  a  little 
cHiLDt  ihall  n<n  enter  therein.' 

"  Many  are  in  Scripture  the  allunons  to  an  tv tant's  parity, 
and  the  lun-shine  of  iti  breast,  as  the  mirror  and  the  tem^je 
of  peocet 

"  2}avid  compares  the  calm  of  a  mind  at  mt,  and  in  perfect 
'  tmitt/  with  it$ef/i'  to  the  unruffled  spirit  of  a  little  child.  — 
It  is  I7  the  ihiaht'b  playful  hand  upon  the  den  cf  the  terpentt 
that  even  the  kingdom  afChritt  is  pre-figured. 

*(  These  are  allegories  —  but  infamts  are  choien  to  impresi 
the  model  of  HtTHiUTT  and  of  iDMOcencb,  because  to  .thot 
early  and  bleat  period  of  human  Uf^  no  malevolent  spirit  cait 
find  the  way. 

**  How  is  it,  then,  ye  Parents,  that  such  an  altar  f^  purity  can 
be  ever  polluted  ?  —  that  such  beauty  can  be  ever  deformed  ? — 
that  such  a  meek  spirit  can  be  inflamed  ?  —  that  simplicity  like 
this  can  be  so  violated  ?  —  When  are  the  seeds  deposited  of 
those  vieei  and  passiont  that  make  a  dvil  war  in  the  bosom  f 
W^  is  it,  that  advancing  into  the  world,  those  who  ivere  little 
CHILDREN  once,  are  slaves  to  a  distempered  ^d  capridons 
anarchy  at  home,  and  seated  iji  the  very  heart  ?  Tfhy  if  it, 
alas,  that  when  told  '  iha/  are  men,'  it  is  a  tale  of  calamity 
impending  over  them,  which  no  tears  can  deprecate  —  no  pano- 
ply of  human  arms  can  avert  I 

"  Theie  are  no  *  tares  that  spring  up  qf  themselves,^  —  '  A* 
enenof  hath  done  this '  —  and  he  hath  done  it*  in  the  night.' 

"  How  often  is  ^t  enemy  the  Parent  t  who  not  only  does 
not  st^h-  the  LrnxE'  cbildren  to  go  unto  Him  that  so  afibor 
tionately  calls  them,  but  shuti  the  door  of  Hit  kingdom  against 
them,  and  shuts  it  with  his  awn  personal  hand  I 

.  **  A  more  sacred  office  cannot  be  imagined  than  tare,  ^chiU 
^en  —  whether  in  thdr  natural  guardians,  or  in  thd66  who 
are  ddegated  by  them  to  that  solemn  trust,  or  m  the  nation  ftf 
o 
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large,  which  is  the  general  parent  of  oR  its  children,  but  an- 
swerable to  the  tativersai  parent  — j  *  0«r  Father  which  is  in 
heaven.' 

"  Accompanying  man  from  his  cradle  to  his  tomb,  we  caa 
scarce  b^eve  him  to  be  individttalj  and  the  seme  creature.  — 
A  h^less  infimt,  and  without  speech  —  understanduig  —  or 
thou^t ;  —  a  child,  who  has  all  these,  but  as  a  child ;  —  the 
rude,  un&shioDed  btn/  at  school » —  the  youth,  attentive  in  his 
manners,  and  graceM  in  his  form ;  —  the  rnan,  who  puts  away 
yoiahful,  as  well  as  '  childish  things,'  becomes  the  experienced, 
and  well-ditcipUned  warrior ,-  —  the  deep  philosopher  ,■  —  and 
the  amaing  statesmaa,  —  We  find  him  commanding  armies  —~ 
investigating  other  worlds  — ;  or  bnsily  occupied  in  this  —  and, 
at  last,  returning  to  the  hmtE  child,  in  the  helpless  imbedl- 
li^  of  dotage.  Yet,  in  all  these  diversities  of  character,  he  is 
inseparable  &om  the  unity  of  his  nature. 

"  But  though  many  di^r^ices  in  this  human  machine  (ex- 
ternal or  interior)  may  result  from  the  diSer^it  ages  of  life, 
many  (iher  changes,  and  Jbr  the  worse,  are  stampt  upon  the 
CHILD,  in  his  playful  journey  to  max,  either  by  a  neglect,  or  a 
vicious  abuse,  or  a  &tal  misconception  of  iheparental  i0ee.  Wa- 
ter is  the  same  fluid  still,  whether  indolent  or  animated,  p(^- 
luted  or  clear,  just  as  it  is  fed,'  and  governed  by  the  par«at- 
^ring.  Ever,  such  is  the  genial  currmt  of  the  human  soul 
—  r^ned  or  disturbed,  enriched  or  impoverished,  by  its  na- 
tural fountain,  the  jwren^. 

*'  One  improvidence  —  to  call  it  by  no  harsher  nam^  —  has 
been  Uttle  consid^^ ;  yet  nothing  is  more  fiilse  in  its  concep- 
tion, or  more  banetul  in  its  ef^t :  we  educate  our  children  for 
this  lile,  ^nd  there  is  not  one  school  for  the  nexit. 

'•  '  Wha  man,'  said  our  Saviour,  (in  one  of  his  paraUes)  *  if 
his  sen  ask  hiin  for  A^fish,  will  give  him  a  serpent  ? ' 

"  In  the  giflis  that  are  calculated  for  this  world,  iesw  parentis 
are  so  cruel;  but  in  provisions  for  tbe  next,  few  are  innocent 
of  this  charge. 

"  We  infuse  into  our  children  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent,  but 
unaccompanied  by  the  itmocettee  of  the  dooe.     We  omit  no 
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psoas  to  equip  them  for  an  derated  rank  in  the  UngdoniB  of 
the  earth ;  but  we  hare  no  ambition  (like  that  aS  Zebede^s  chil- 
dren) to  obtain  a  seat  for  than  in  the  kingdom  ^Christ. 

"  It  has  been  said  — '  The  world,  and  its  present  eccoiomy, 
are  so  framed — and  cannot  be  altered.* 

"  But,  without  prejudice  to  human  jm>2i^  (if  it  can  deserve 
the  name\  we  can  at  least  be  more  attentive  than  we  are,  to  the 
natural  humility  of  children  —  to  their  primitive  intiocerue  —  to 
the  simpliciU/  of  th^  diaracter  —  the  gerUleness  of  their  spirit 

—  their  patience  of  control  —  and,  above  aH,  to  the  opening 
interea  of  thdr  eternal  peace.  We  can  rip^  thor  huhilitt, 
of  mere  haint,  into  a  vital  soitiment  of  religiim  —  tbeir  pasuve 
innocence  into  the  victory  of  self-denial;  tfieir  Hind  simpliciiyt 
into  singleness  of  heart  The  gentleness  of  their  spirit  may  be 
ele\'ated,  as  it  proceeds,  into  benevolence,  Jriendship,  and  love. 
Th^  disc^ine  can  be  made  so  familiar  to  their  duty,  that  it 
would  cease  to  be  felt  —  and  just  conceptions  of  the  Deity, 
could  make  diese  virtues  their  own  halntual  recompoice. 

«  I  diall  at  present  confine  myself  to  their  hvmii.itt,  and 
their  iNNocENO:. 

"  To  be^  with  humility,  and  first  as  it  applies  to  chS^en 
ofeithersex,  but  especially  in  the  superior  classes  (d'^. 

"  The  humbij:  aspire  to  no  exterior  acquisitions,  and  least 
of  all  to  iNORDiiTATB  WEALTH.  Yet,  where  is  the  father,  by 
whom  his  children  are  told,  'that  good  sCTseand  pnri^of  cha--^ 
racter  form  a  better  portion  in  the  married  stat^  than  oriental 
profusion,  if  unaccompanied  by  these,  can  ever  impart.' 

*<  HuHiLiTT  is  MODEST,  and  blushes  to  be  AOJaiREn.  In 
this  view  it  is  a  pearl  richer  than  wealth  ever  bought.  Never 
can  the  attractions  of  graceful  talents,  or  of  beauty  in  ^  form, 
be  so  pre-eminent,  as  when  thar  softened  Instr^  in  the  conci- 
liating form  of  sweet  humility,  can  interest  the  virtuous,  and 
charm  the  wise. 

*'  HuHiLiTT  has  no  ambition  of  honors,  and  of  that  feaUier 

—  a  MAHE —  yet  few  are  the  parents  who  tell  a  son  —  *  It  is 
their  wia^  that  he  shoold  ^joywith  prudent  oeconomy  this 
life,  and  prepare  for  the  next.'    Is  he  not  rather  told,  ^diat; 
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indolence  i»  mmmsl,  attd  a  spirit  t^  diterprize  an  esBcBtial  vii'< 
tue?*  The  wsy  to  secular  pre&nntint  lies  before  hitti.  Ftatie 
smiles  upon  idio,  &nd  flieS,  to  be  panned.  JmbitioH  acquires 
the  feverish  thirst  of  iiuatlable  avarice,  and  the  native  iat^rity 
of  the  character  is  no  more.  ^ 

"  Has  ue  iaj  the  seeds  of  human  vanity  in  our  own  of&pring, 
and  bitter  is  their  frint.  Jealdusi/  poisons  ihe  hahA  of  rest  — 
and  the  rank,  or  credit  of  s  conipetitorj  is  A  thorn  upon  the 
pillow  —  but  uu  have  planted  it  there. 

"  Humility  is  the  religion  of  Christ.  —  It  was  the  t^nper  of 
Ms  mind,  and  the  living  precept  of  Ai>  example  tO  his  follow- 
ers ;  —  he  began  with  blesstngt  npon  it ;  and  it  wus  almost  his 
jKirting- breath,  to  lay  ■that  yoUe  itpon  v&. 

"  As  a  virtue  of  the  Gospel,  it  is  a  diffidence  in  ourselves  and 
a  confidence  in  Him  that  is  the  Shepherd  of  kisjlock.  It  is  the 
temper  that  best  prepares  the  mind  for  Christian  purity,  in 
faith,  and  lOoe  s  —  those  angel-eptrits,  who  derate  the  pilgrim 
of  Mis  world  upon  the  wingS  of  hope,  to  that  scene  of  unlading 
honor,  in  which  tAe  hvhblx  (upon  Christian  priiicq}le8  of 
humility)  are  sure  to  be  exalted  —  and  fiw  ever. 

^*  The  parable  of  dte  guest  who  took  the  lowest  place,  and 
was  called  up  to  the  hi^est,  exemphfies  the  celestial  policy  of 
unassuming  and  gentle  Spirits. 

"  •  Be/ore  honor  is  humility,'  said  the  wisest,  and  greatest 
of  men.  He  was  tired  of  earthly  honors,  and  fotmd  th^m  *  va- 
KrtiEB.'  — ^ '  Before  honor'  -—  that  is,  before  it,  in  bdng 
superior  to  it  —  in  soaring  aloiie  it,  with  ambition  of  a  more 
elevated  str^n  — ^  to  the  honors  of '  the  just  made  perfect' 

"  Aftef  i^'~>-'mko,  and  what,  is  taan  —  thatt^fni^,  so  little 
made  for  him,  should  condescend  eretl  to  kntm  him  ?  A  little 
JAsect  upon  Fortmie's  wheel  ?  -^  a  shadow,  diat  paSseth  away 
frtHTi  a  theatre  of  titles,  and  stript  of  the  habit,  worn  for  a  day, 
or  a  night,  is  left  naked  upoli  the  bed  of  death  ?  —  Cold  are 
tiie  hands,  and  pale  the  lips,  of  him  who  tras  canonized  by  his 
Own  seltcohceitjor  made  a  demi-god  by  his  flatterers. 

"  Are  you  leell-bom  ?  HUMiLPnr  pollutes  ho  dft>p  of  your 
blD<id.  -^  It  never  can  degrade  -^  It  e'xilts  the  character  -^  it 
8  . 
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brings  the  figure  out  of  the  ognvos,  aud  imikee  it  the  mare  pXQ- 
mineiit,  hy  it*  gmtle  demeuunir  to  mem  of  inferior  tlescefit. 

"  Arc  ^B  aiCH?— Tell  ua  you  am^  t^  seta  of  beneficence 
to  the  poor  I  —  Comfort  the  disconscJate  1  and  patrtmise  the 
neglected  pilgrims  of  the  world  I 

"  Are  you  fowsrfui.? — aw^r  with  jma  syoopluats !  It  ii 
your  FOWEB  th^  love — it  i»  npt  your  merit. 

"  H«Te  your  abilities  nu«ie  you  tbup  es)in»t?  and  can  this 
be  your  pride  ?  — 1»  it  not  ^e  mazk  at  which  envy,  aulice, 
»nd  revenue,  lerdi  thfo-  piMjKHied  arrows  ? 

*'  la  it  LEARtfiMQ  ?  —  AImI  it  ifl  a  be{g;airly  parade  of  ebredsi 
and  ronaaotvat  tibebest. 

"  Is  it  BEAiJTT  ?  —  Let  it  have  it«  prid^  when  it  is  acc<MO- 
panjed  by  virtiie,  and  when  simpliaty  adffms  it ;  but  v^t  is  it, 
when  a  ticious  character  inflames  the  (iteek>  or  distipating 
habits  cbill  die  lustre  of  its  bloom  ?  —  a  curse,  ai^l  mare  to 
the  mind,  a  |>e8tileQt  vaeefl  in  the  garden,  or  the  &.^. 

"  Huifii4Tr  is  the  reed,  which  gently  gives  way,  and  scarce 
fe^  the  tempeat  whm  the  itod^r  u  Wn  up  irofn  its  root.; — 
HuMiUTTt  whoi  it  loses  the  point  at  whidi  it  aims,  hset  not 
itss^.  Pride  makes  the  envious, — iumt^  the  retigtted;  he 
Uames  not  the  vm*  if  it  riiould  not  ripen  his  vineyu^;  because 
he  Iqiows  the  worlds  and  its  fortune  were  not  mode  for  him : 
— but  ei|aally  lovowt,  and  feeti^  th»t  eeery  hair  «f  his  head  it 
nuTiibered  in  heaven,  J%  lays  him  down  — sleeps— and  rises 
jigaiai — for  •  the  Lwd  sustains  bun*  —  bis  *  patient  tMUr^ 
shall  neyer  perish,  and  God  has  told  him,  *  that  he  shaM^pid 
rest  upon  the  hd^  mountain-' 

"Ptesave  then,  je  parents!  in  yaardiidret  preserve,  and 
ch^ish,  to  the  last  moment  of  i/ow  iiu9u€3ic^  this  part  of  the 
heaven  th^  enjoyed  when  they  were  in  the  arms  ^  the 
nurse! — adrntqiish  them,  stUl,  *  to  refrain  their  said,'  (as 
David  express^  it,)  and  keep  it  low  at  that  *  (^  a  CHILD  Just 
Qxanedjhm  its  mother  /'    . 

"  Froai  HUMILITY  let  us  proceed  (and  it  is  a  natand  step} 
unto  the  path  of  iiwocENCE  I 

"  The  absence  of  guilt  in  a  mere  child,  is  a  passive  bliss, 
V  3 
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and  withnodiBtioctfoDoffluru^  otwUI;  bnt  in  a  man,  it  ie  the 
victory  <*^^  passiont,  and  JratUies.  In  a  fbUower  of  Christ, 
it  is  the  Bocred  oblation  that  must  wash  the  hand,  before  it 
can  touch  the  altar. 

"  ParerUs  ?  ye  cannot  be  too  vi^lant  in  your  castody  <^  this 
jewel,  which  your  infant  children  brought  into  the  world ! 
Ye  cannot  be  too  sedulous,  to  avert  (as  well  as  deprecate) 
vicious  examples,  or  to  disarm  their  ascendant  by  wisdom, 
and  by  religious  discipline; — that  i/our  son  may  ■  etiyi/  no0 
the  depraved,  and  may  <Aoom  none  of  Ins  ways  —  that  he  may 
avoid  hU  path  —  may  Uan  from  it,  and  pass  aaxiy. 

"  But  innocence,  and  its  mild  aspect,  are  too  often  discouraged 
under  the  miscalculated  fear,  *  that  it  would  check  that  ^rit 
and  grace  which  are  necessary  to  the  budnets,  the  ceremonies, 
and  the  policy  of  this  world.* 

"  Let  us  appeal,  —  agunst  this  calumny  upon  the  world  (even 
as  it  Is)  to  experience  in  the  other  sex.  How  many,  like 
Rebeccaki  *  veU  themaeloes,'  and  bring  thdr  innocmt  blushes 
to  the  altar  of  marriage ;  bat  with  anderstandiDgs,  and  with 
principles  adorned  by  the  most  d^ant  manners,  and  sustained 
by  the  most  judiaous  conduct.  In  the  married  state,  with 
levities,  and  meet  around  them,  in  die  feshicMi  of  the  day,  at 
home,  or  in  the  pul^c  scene,  observe  how  dignified  is  thdr 
virtue  I  how  interestiBg  t&usr  good  eoise  I  how  unembarrassed 
their  delicat^  I  and  how  serene  their  en}oyments  1 

'•  But  where  is  the  dignity  of  the  dtpraved? — of  those  who 
have  banished  all  r^ecUon,  or  who  shuffle  with  i^  and  pre- 
varicate with  conscience,  or  ank  under  its  weight  in  the  so^ 
jitary  hour  that  will  intrude  I 

"  Alas !  when  heaven  has  \e&,  the  mind,  is  it  five  I  Have  no 
other  lords  dominion  over  it?  Is  it  no  captive  to  malicious 
and  cmel  spirits,  whoi  suljugated  t^  imperious  pasatms,  and 
bound,  in  fetters  of  iron,  by  the  terrors  of  guilt  I 

"  Invert  the  picture?  look  at  the  <  Ao^'  at  the  '  tmd^Bed,' 
and  *  tqtarated  Jrma  sinners'  Look  at,  the  celestial  d^ity, 
which  the  perfect  God,  tmd  p^ect  man,  diq>layed  in  the  suf- 
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ferings  h*  underwent,  and  the  shame  he  endured,  for  the  re 
demptioB  of  the  world. 

"  It  has  been  well  sud,  by  a  Pagan  philosopher,  that  none 
hare  such  derotion  to  virtue  as  those  who  fiirMt  the  repute'o! 
it,  in  exchange  for  itsmA»p«r  to  their  comcienc&  This  modd 
our  Uessed  Saxnoar  has  wrought,  for  an  example  to  Ms  SaU 
lowers.  He  exposed  his  cktrractert  as  well  as  l^  He  was 
r^ected,  vU^edt  scourged,  and  then  executed,  lutf:  only  as 
wicked  and  crimioal,  bat  as  /in  al^ect  slave.  He  took  the 
infa^  aa  well  as  the  i^rmity  of  the  lowest  criminals.  It  was 
a  formal  process,  though  full  (rf  mockery  and  of  inndt — it  was 
testimony,  thou^  peijured,  and  self-impeached  I  —  It  was  a 
judicial  sentoio^  though  injurious  and  corrupt,  which  imt- 
molated  that  precious  life  upon  the  altar  of  shame. 

"  Where  is  dighitt  like  tkii  ?  —  Examine  it  well,  ye  cowards 
to  God,  though  brave  in  the  sight  of  men  I  Look  (if  ^ou  have 
cairage  to  encounter  that  blaze  (^  light)  at  the  Son  of  Gody  in 
the  vesture  of  decay, — in  your  own  perishing  formi  —  See 
him  Meat,  with  insiq>CTable  constancy,  tie  God  ^  T^ruth,  and 
sustain  the  purity  of  bis  heart !  —  Contemplate  hit  meekness  in 
the  endurance  of  wnmgs  like  these?.-— Adore,  thou^^  you 
cannot  emulate,  hia  patioice  under  audi  corroding  advenitiei  1 
—  Veaetate  {and  with  a  degraded  seose  of  youx  own  d?- 
sfncable  pride,  or  Gncied  independence^)  that  heaven-bom 
soblimity  of  underiating  rectitude  which,  never  deserting  the 
object  of  his  mission,  vat  yet  a  pattern  of  tubmi^ion  given  to 
the  princes  of  men  I  See,  and  rcfiue  to  reonhip,  if  you  can,  his 
chari^  nhai  it  excused,  as  well  at  pided,  those,  who  led  him 
to  death? — his  Joy  in  aufiering,  to  save  them  by  whom  he 
sufl^red! — his  faith  unshaken  1  —  his  love  unimpuredl 

**  *  It  Was  the  cup  of  poison  (we  are  told  by  a  heathai 
moralist)  that  made  Socrates  immortal,  and  carried  him 
out  of  priscm  to  heaven  upon  the  wings  of  innocence.' 
But  what  are  the  virtues,  or  the  st^erin^  of  this  great,  atld 
good  man,  to  the  parity  or  ihe  fate  oi  Christ  ?  or  what  His_ 
^ignity  at .  j/ihens,  in  compsxison  to  that,  which  courted 
U4 
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infiuny  at  t^rtu«2nn  —  invited  scorn  -^  embimced  a  senile  haiati- 
and  preferred  even  the  death  of  shame,  to  life  and  power 
upon  t^  imperial  tbronet  of  this  world,  because  he  coold 
not  accept  them,  without  un  ?  — What  deTati<m  of  spirit  ms 
tifrt !  and  how  superior  wts  its  rank,  to  the  infernal  pride  of 
guilt  upon  Jeruudm^t  throne  f 

'*  Here  then  we  have  '  the  kingdom  xcAu^  it  kot  ^  this 
world ;'  (Old  it  is  Aere,  the  ihnocxnt  are  kings  —  not  in 
external  power  —~  not  in  domiDion  over  men  (promoted  by 
ten-or),  but  in  that  purity  of  spirit  which  governs  the  heart,  is 
dierished  by  virtue,  and  is  led  by  angeli  throng  the  dtadow 
of  death,  to  a  scene  of  bliss  that  never  can  pass  away. 

"  IimocEMci:  gives  comfort,  and  rqx»e  —  It  has  the  vxagt  of 
a  dove  —  it  JUea  aaajf,  and  is  at  r«tt.  —  The  d«aA  of  Secratet 
was  8  gentle  skfp  —  He  was  never  more  inspired  in  eloquence, 
in  wisdom,  in  moral  purity,  (h*  in  bright  conc^>tions  upon  the 
nature  of  the  soul  —  never  more  signal  in  complaCenqr  of  man* 
ners,  and  sweetness  of  temper,  than  as  death  was  at  hand ;  — 
and  as  the  reward  of  ihhocekce,  prophtiicaUy  antidpated, 
cheered  his  [ffOspect  of  a  life  beyond  the  tomb^  tfuMi^  appeal- 
ing in  fiunt  shadows  to  kim. 

**  The  t«np»  of  Ji»^  (etcept  when  the  tear  of  j<^  oppressed 
faun,  and  be  •a^  aloud,}  was  the  uniform  toior  of  a  mind 
ot  resit  because  *  at  unikf  with  itsdf!  hiii  brothers  at  home, 
when  they  bad  sdd  him,  and  his  abandmied  aocusor  in  ^^^t 
had  no  such  rest  as  a  good,  and  spotless  heart  gave  to  Ana. 
'  "  iSiuanna'j  t^oquoit  answer  was  prompted  by  the  dignified 
repose  of  innocence  at  beabt,  when  she  said:  —  *  If  I  con- 
fe^t,  it  is  death  UKTO  HE  —  It  is  better  to  &11  into  ^ow  hands, 
than  to  sin  htfore  God,'  Whoi  ho*  acGOsc»  laid  their  impious 
hwids  upon  her  head, ''  she  looked  up  Unoards  heaven,'  wiien 
they  led  her  away  to  death,  she  made,  with  lervoit  hc^ie,  a 
solemn  appeal  to  the  Jadge  ^aU  the  earth.  It  was  tbe  seretUttf 
of  a  mind,  sure  <^  its  advocate  in  a  court  itAiek  could  never  be 
misted.    The  voice  of  that  appe^  ^Bs  heard. 

'*  InnocenCK  has  a  kind  of  diving  that  presides  over  it,  in 
every  age^  and  view  of  human  life.    To  tbe  imKKXMT  is  li^t 
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ever  present,  ia  the  dq>tli  of  ^oom.  Th^  ut  in  the  centre, 
and  they  enjoy  the  meridian  beam ;  for  the  Biin  is  in  their 
breast  They  are  fearless  of  tlie  terror  bg  mg^,  or  the  arrom 
Ittf  day.  Their  worship  of  God  is  in  the  beaidjf  of  AoUness  i 
and  his  angeU  *  have  charge  over  th*m,' ,  Upon  the  liont 
or  the  adder  they  walk  in  safety  — -  their  tears  are  noted  in 
faearen ;  EOid  if  they  have  sorrow  in  tie  night,  joy  cometh  in 
the  morning. 

"  Consecrate,  ye  parents,  this  holy  virtue  in  your  ckiidren  /  . 
'  and  put  every  fence  around  it,  that  hnman  forenglit  cm 
suggest.  Bind  it  upon  the  neck,  and  mrite  it  upon  the  tailei  of 
the  heart  —  lead  them  to  the  path  ^  the  good,  and  bid  them 
iooi  straighLbefore  then  !  In  deep  watch  over  then  !  Are  they 
awake? — eali^ten  thmi  I  7V2I  ^ion  '  in  lau^ter  (that  is  vici- 
ous) M«AAzr/ioi£f  be  sorrowfiil,  and  the  end  of  fiiaj  niirth  will  be 
heaviness*  7Uf  them,  *  in  the  &ar  of  the  Lord  there  is  oon- 
fidanc^  refuge^  and  the  fountain  oflife.'  Thorns  and  snares  arc 
in  th«r  way ;  but  if  they  con  learn  to  keep  the  hearty  a  gfdd* 
unoenwilibeathand— araf^enurfitHn  peril — acomfister— - 
a&da  God, 

"  ^irit  gf  love  astd  peace  t 

"  Friend  and  Sasioitr  of  thMiuMBtG  and  of  the  ivxocest, 
who,  in  this  form  of  little  childbsn,  were  thus  accepted 
by  thee ! 

"  Conduct  them,  we  implore  thee,  in  the  path  which  tly 
fiwtst^  have  blest  ! 

>.'  Call  'msH  again  to  thee ! 

"  Lay  thy  hands  vpoa  Ihem  and  hleas  them  I  ^eed  with  them  - 
as  the  lamb ;  and  spread  thy  wings  over  them  aa  the  dove  I 

**  *  Call  Hem,'  by  the  merits  t^  obedience  onto  daith,  and  the 
peaceK>Uatiim'Of  a  odestial  atooement  [ 

o^'CbSMm/'  and  th^  shall  run  after  thee. 

*' '  To  whom,  with  oar  Father  and  theirs,  be  devoted  and 
consecrated,  these  living  thou^  imperfect  dtadows  of  thy 
imager  and  virtue,  now,  and  fiw  ever  I  -^jtmen  /" 

Towards  the  letter  end  offals  life,  Mr.  Janice  Hardinge  ex- 
perienced B  severe  loss  by  Ate  deatb  <^  bis  gaUanf  iu^)ltew* 
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C^itain  George  Nicholas  Hardinge,  the  ioo  of  the  Rev.  Heniy 
Hurdinge,  LL.  B.  of  Peter  House,  Cambridge,  late  Vicar  of 
Kingston^i^n-Thames ;  and  since  Rector  of  Stanhope,  in  the 
county  of  Durham.  Tliat  gentleman,  who  waa  bred  in  the 
navy,  and  rose  to  the  command  of  a  irigate,  fell  gloriously  in 
battle,  while  fitting  against  the  enemies  of  his  country.  A 
fine  engraving  of  this  gallant  officer  was  executed  and  published 
by  W.  Sharp,  under  the  patronage  of  his  uncle;  while  a  grate- 
fiil  nation  has  erected  a  monument  to  his  memory  in  the  cathe- 
dral of  St  Paul's. 

Soon  aAer  this  period,  he  had  reoourse  to  study,  in  order  to 
diqKtl  his  grie^  which  rather  resembled  that  of  a  fond  and 
doating  lather,  than  of  a  more  distant  rdative;  but  it  is  to  be 
recollected,  that  he  was  his  adcf>ted  son,  and  intended  heir. 
Voae  of  his  poetical  ^Risions,  at  this  period,  are  in  possession 
of  the  writer  of  this  article,  although  there  can  be  no  doabt 
that  be  nnburthoied  his  mind  freely  to  the  Muses.  He  also 
altered  into  a  most  interesting  correspondencewitb  Mr.  Nichols, 
in  whidi  he  states  himself  to  be  a  septuagenarian ;  and  he  has, 
on  this  occasion,  communicated  a  variety  of  curious  and  in- 
teresting anecdotes  concerning  bis  early  contenqiorarfes. 

During  the  spring  of  1813,  Mr.  Hardinge  resided  for  some 
time  with  his  immarried  nsters,  at  their  residence  near  Seven 
Oaks  in  Kent  Fart  of  the  summer  of  the  same  year  was 
qient  by  him  at  Mitboume  House,  near  Esher,  Surrey.  This, 
which  formerly  ^)pertained  to  the  crown,  is  now  miited,  as  we 
understand,  with  the  demesne  of  Clermont,  b^ng  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  park  behmging  to  the  Prince  of  Co- 
bourg. 

Some  time  before  his  denote,  Mr.  Hardinge  had  a  &11  frata 
his  horse,  wbidi  is  thoo^t  by  several  of  bis  friends  to  have 
contributed  to  that  event,  which  took  place  in  the  ndghbour- 
bood  of  Presteigne,  April  26th,  1816. 

He  left  bcUnd  him  two  muden  sisters,  Candine  and  Julia, 
together  with  one  brother,  Henry,  ah^ady  named;  and  an- 
other, Sir  Richard,  a  Baronet,  who  was  Steward  i^  the  House- 
hold to  his  uncle  Earl  Camden,  whai  Lord  lieutenant  of 
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Ireland,  and  now  Surveyor  of  tbe  Cnstonu  in  the  aster  kin^ 
dom.  His  third  sister,  Jane,  was  m&r^ed,  many  years  nnc^ 
to  Henry  Pelham  E^agleset,  Esq.  of  Crowhurst,  in  Sussex,  nearly 
related  to  the  Newcastle  family. 

lliaB  died,  at  a  good  old  age,  Mr.  George  Hardinge^  t>ne  of 
the  most  angular  characters  of  the  times  in  which  he  hved. 
So  various  wo^'his  powers,  that  he  was  a  judge,  a  member 
of  Parliamoit,  a  poet,  a  prose  writer,  and  a  writer  of  sermons ; 
having  actually  composed  several.  He  occasionally  exhilHted 
great  eloquence ;  no  one  had  a  finer  choice  of  words,  and  few 
a  more  graceflil  delivery.  His  voice  was  also  sonorous ;  his 
imagery  rich  and  dasucal ;  his  narrative  clear  and  perspicuous. 

Mr.  Hardinge  early  in  life  had  imlubed  the  best  principles 
and  clearest  notions  of  English  jurisprudence  and,  both  from 
&mily  and  practice,  had  a  right  to  look  to  the  highest  honours 
of  the  state;  yet,  in  consequence  of  being  desultory  in  respect 
to  his  studies,  and  inconsiderate  in  r^;ard  to  money  matters, 
he  never  attained  to  that  high  eminoice,  for  which  both  nature 
and  fortune  (eemed  to  have  intended  him.  He  held  the  office 
of  Attorney-General  to  the  Queen  during  twen^-two;  and 
that  of  a  Welch  judge  for  twenty-dght  years. 

During  his  youth,  he  made  it  a  fired  and  undeviating  rule 
to  keep  company  with  old  men;  and  when  he  himself  became 
advaneed  in  years,  he  loved  to  associate  with  the  young  and 
gay.  He  was  fond  of  sode^,  and  loved  to  conunnnicate  his 
ideas  and  his  affiurs  both  by  speaking  and  writing.  "  Egotism," 
says  he,  "  is  the  food  of  age,  as  ihusic  is  of  love."  No  one  was 
more  sealous  in  his  fiiendshipi.  His  personal  intervention, 
his  talents,  his  purse,  were  ever  ready  to  be  call^  icnlh  to  ne- 
lieve  the  distresses  of  others.  Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  had 
recourse  to  subscriptioiis,  and  has  been  said  to  have  obtuned  at 
di&rent  periods,  and  for  various  persons,  the  sum  of  4  or 
SWM. 

Ilie  following  most  «ngular  poetical  epistle  was  conv^ed 
to  tiie  wiitet  of  this  article  immediately  after  his  demise,  being 
transcribed  Smm  his  own  MS.  cc^y  found  dmong  his  papers  by 
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a  gentleman  of  Ra^orshir^  who  had  been  long  acquaioted 
with  him: — 

'*  An  answer  to  a  note  from  Tripeaux  and  Co.  my  statioaera  in 
Xondon,  addressed — '  To  Mr.  Justice  Hardinge,  if  living;  or  his  exe- 
cutort,  if  dead.' 

"  Messrs.  Tripeaux, 

'What  was  &ared  by  you, 
Alul  the  melancholy  circumstance  is  true, 
-  That  I  am  dead— ~ and  mare  aSictiog  still 
My  legal  tmete.eannot  p^your  hill; 
The  thought  of  which  makes  me  quite  brokra-heorted, 
For  insolveiU  —  I  this  earthly  life  d^arted. 
MewieuTs,  I'm  your's,  without  one  single  fanhing 
For  executors  and  self  — ■■ 

Gborgb  Hardikge."* 

LIST.  OF  MR.  HARDINQE's  WOBKS. 

1 .  speech  ddivered  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lord^ 
gainst  Mr.  Fox's  East  India  Bill,  Dec., 1 6,  1783.  8to. 

2.  Letters  to  Sd.  BuHce,  Esq.,  in  whidi  are  contwned  £□- 
'quiries  into  die  ConstituticHial  Existence  of  an  Impeachment 

against  Mr.  Hastings.  8vo.   A^rd  editionpul^shedinlT9K 
N.  B.  To  t^  seoMid  edititm  is  added  An  Answer  to  Ma- 
jor Scott's  Charge  of  niihendity  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

3.  R^arks  on  Malme's  Life  of  Dryden.  By  Minutins 
Fdix. 

4.  llieEsseiiceofMfUon^  or  dieBeautiesofthatfescinatJng 
Writer,  extracted  from  hb  immortal  woik,  entitled  "  Some  Ac- 
comit  of  the  Life  .and  Writinga  of  John  Dryden."  8to. 

N.B.  Two  editions.       • 
-      5.  TTie  Rlial  Tribute,  a  C<dlection  of  short  Poems  on  the 
Death  of  his  Mother. 

.t  >m  diicwcied  itut  (liii  btll  hm  been  ions 


Dcinzeioy.GOOglC 


GEOBOE  HARDINGE,  ESQ.  SOI 

6.  The  Riu^an  Chiefe,  an  Ode,  written  on  the  expuladn  of 
the  French  firom  Moscow. 

7.  A  Copy  of  Verses  to  Charles  Manning,  Esq.  on  account 
of  the  Monument  executed  by  him  to  the  Memory  of  Captain 
Hardinge,  B.  N. 

8.  Two  Senoons,    "  By  a  Layman." 

9.  A  Charge  to  the  Crrand  Jury  at  Presteigne,  in  the  County 
of  Radnor,  April  II.  1805. 

10.  An  Address  to  Mary  Morgan,  convicted  ^rit  11.1805, 
for  the  Murder  oF  her  Bastard  Child. 

11.  A  Speech  as  Counsel  for  the  Hundred,  at  Warwick, 
1792. 

1 S.  Another  Eesaice  of  Malone,  or  the  Beauties  of  Shakes- 
peare's Editor.     1807. 
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Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  JOHN  COAKLEY  LETTSOM, 
M.  D. 

LICKMTIATK  OF  THB  R07AL  COLLEGK  OF  PQYSICIAMSi  LOMDOM  ;  A  FEL- 
LOW OF  THK  ItOYAL  COLLEOK  OF  PHTSICIANS,  EDINBURGH  ;  A  FKL- 
I^W  OF  THK  ROYAI.  SOCIBTIES  OF  LONDON  AND  EDIMBUilGH  ;  A 
FXI.LOW  OF  THK  BOCIKTY  OF  ANTIQUAKIKS  ;  A  FELI^W  OF  THE 
IflNNXAN  SOCIETY  ;  A  FBI.I'OW  OF  THE  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY  ; 
A  FELLOW  OF  THB  UBDICAL  SOCIETY-i  PHYSICIAN  EXTRAORDINART 
OF  THE  CITT  OF  LONDON  LTINQ-IN  HOSPITAL,  AND  OF  THE  OBNE- 
BAL  AND  FIMSBURY  DISPENSARIES  ;  A  DOCTOR  OF  LAWS)  CAM- 
BRIDGE, HASSACBDaSBTS  ;  HONORARY  MEMBER  OF  THE  PRILO- 
80PHICAL-80CIETIES  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  MANCHESTER,  AND  PRES- 
TON I  OF  THE  AGRICULTURAL  EOCISTT,  BATH  ;  AND  OF  THB  ACA- 
DEMY OP  aCIBNCES,  HOKTPELIER  ;  VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  A  NUMBER 
OF  CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS,  BX-PHBSIDENT  OF  THE  HSDI- 
CALt  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  THB  PHILOSOPHICAL,  SOCIETY  OF 
LONDON. 


The  life  of  this  celebrated  philanthropist  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  many  of  the  puMic  men,  and  national  inBtitution» 
of  the  present  day.  It  exhibits  b^ievolence  as  a  marked  and 
prominmt  feature,  accon^unied,  as  usual,  periiapsi  with  eome 
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few  of  those  slight  shades  &nd  imperfections  inseparable  frooi 
human  fruity.  Yet,  in  coruequence  of  his  demise,  charity  has 
lost  one  of  her  most  zealous  uid  successfid  advocates ;  our  lite- 
rary and  'medical  societies,  a  generous  benefactor;  and  the 
uck-^wor,  a  physician,  whose  gratuitous  labours,  and  kind  at~ 
tendons,  served  to  smooth  the  pillow  of  care,  as  well  as  of  dis- 
ease, and  tended  to  render  even  death  itself  less  terrible. 

John  Coakley  Lettsom  was  by  birth  a  Creole;  and  his  mo- 
ther having  produced  two  children  at  the  same  time,  he  happen- 
ed to  be  one  of  these.  This  event  took  place  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember, na,  in  an  island  in  the  Adantic  ocean,  forming  part 
of  the  West  Indian  cluster,  situate  between  the  tn^ics,  in 
18  d^|;rees  of  north  latituds^  and  63  degrees  of  west  longitude. 
It  is  considered  as  dependent  on  Tortola,  which  is  itself  insi^ 
nificant,  both  in  point  of  size  and  produce ;  and,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  reputation  of  this  gentleman,  it  is  more  than  pro* 
bable  that  the  name  of  Littte  Vandyke  would  never  have  reach- 
ed Europe.  Here,  in  a  small  wooden  tenement,  shaded  by  a 
stately  tamarind  tree,  his  infant  hammock  was  suspended ;  while 
his  wants  were  supplied  by  the  attentions  of  a  female  negro. 

His  fether  appears  to  have  been  a  planter ;  but,  as  the  Vir- 
gin Islands  do  not  produce  sugar,  it  is  probable  diat,  like  the , 
inhabitants  of  Barbuda  and  Anguilla,  he  employed  the  few 
slaves  possessed  by  him  in  nusing  Indian  com  and  provisions, 
together  with  catde  for  the  supply  of  the  richer  settlements, 
and  such  European  vessels  as  touched  there.  As  to  his  fa- 
mily, we  have  been  told  that  his  paternal  ancestors  came  ori- 
ginally from  X.etsom,  or  rather  Ledsom,  according  to  the  t^ct 
of  Domesday,  a  little  village  in  Cheshire.  His  mother  ap- 
pears to  have  been  related  to  Sir  Caesar  Coakley,  an  Irish  ba- 
ronet, some  of  whose  immediate  relations,  leaving  their  native 
country  in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  sought  for  retiige  and  sub- 
sistence in  the  neighbouring  isles. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  means  of  education  betwe^i  the 
tropics,  are  scanty  and  inefEdent ;  that  •ptopet  schoolmasters 
are  wanting ;  ^at  the  benefits  of  ^lample  and  rivalship  are 
unknown;  and  that  the  horrid  scene  of  slavery,  together  with 
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the  crael  puDiEhmeiita,  constantly  submitted  to  the  inspection 
of  youth,  would  at  once  harden  thrar  heartB,  and  corrupt  thdr 
morals.  As  a  matter  of  course,  therefore^  the  children  of  alt 
who  can  afGird  the  expense,  are  sent  home,  as  it  is  called,  from 
the  Gnghsh  colonies,  at  a  very  early  period  of  Uf^  for  the  be- 
nefit of  inatmction. 

Accordingly,  at  the  age  of  six,  young  Letlsom  was  brought 
to  England ;  and  his  religion,  his  profesaon,  and  all  his  ftiture 
fortunes,  seem  to  have  originated  from  a  very  trifling  circum- 
stance :  for  b^pening,  on  his  arrival  here,  to  disembark  at 
one  of  the  out-pons,  he  was  immediately  noticed  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Fothergill,  a  member,  and  also  a  preacher  of  some  celebri^,  in 
Ihe  Society  of  Friends,  who  instantly  took  a  Uvely  interest  in 
the  fete  of  this  stranger.  Accordingly,  he  received  the  boy 
into  his  house,  and,  at  his  reomunendation,  he  was  sent  to  the 
academy  of  Mr.  Thomson,  who  resided  in  his  own  neighbour- 
hood, at  Warringtom  Here  he  formed  first  an  acquaintance, 
and  then  a  friendship,  with  the  nephew  of  his  schoolmaster, 
afrerwards  known  as  a  physidan  in  Ix>ndon,  which  conti- 
nued during  the  term  of  half  a  centnry,  and  was  only  termi- 
nated by  death. 

On  the  d^nise  of  the  elder  Mr.  Lettsom,  his  son,  finding 
himself  arrived  at  that  age  when  the  law  permits  a  minor  to 
choose  his  guardian,  he,  of  coursei  selected  Mr.  Fothergill  for 
that  purposet  and,  it  being  now  time  to  think  erf  some  profes- 
sion, he  was  placed  as  an  apprentice  with  Mr.  Abraham,  after- 
wards Dr.  Sutclifi^  then  an  apothecary  at  Settle  in  Yorkshire, 
with  a  view  to  medicd  practice. 

After  obtaining  some  notion  c^  pharmacy  there,  he  was  sent 
to  London,  with  proper  recommendations,  to  several  persons 
of  eminence  and  more  eepedaUy  to  the  celebrated  Dr.  John 
Fother^ll,  then  a  physidsn  of  great  celebrity,  whom  he  seemis 
for  many  years  to  have  looked  up  to  b^  as  a  friend  and  a 
ntodd.  At  hb  recommendation,  he  became  first  a  c^mstant 
attendant  st,  and  then  readed  as  a  dresser  in,  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital.  In  this  latter  situation,  he  exhibited  the  most  com- 
mendable industry;  for  he  willingly  undertook  the  duties  of 
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tboae  who  preferred  pleasure  to  buBiness,  and  was  thus  enablec^ 
at  an  early  period  of  life,  not  only  to  increase  his  own  circle  of 
knowledge  but  to  alleviate  the  miseries  of  others,  by  kindness, 
humanity,  and  attention. 

Soon  after  he  came  of  age,  Mr.  Lettsom  resolved  to  return 
to  the  West  Indies,  with  the  twofold  object  of  obtaining' pos^ 
■ession  of  the  property  that  had  devolved  entirely  on  him,  by 
the  death  of  an  ^der  brother,  and  of  fbUowing  his  professional 
avocations.  In  respect  to  the  first  of  these,  he  found  that  the 
lands  were  but  of  little  value ;  and  that  his  sole  wealth  consist- 
ed of  a  portion  of  his  fellow-creatures,  technicaily  denominated 
in  that  country,  a  gang  of  slaves !  Without  hesitating  a  single 
moment  between  his  interest  and  his  duty,  he  instantly  eman- 
(dpated  them  all ;  and  this,  too,  at  a  moment  when  the  great 
question  of  n^o  slavery  had  never  been  agitated ;  and  in  a 
place  where  such  conduct  must  have  been  deemed  odious. 

Thus,  finding  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  not  only 
destJCute  of  fortune,  but  actually  five  hundred  pounds  in  deb^ 
he  settled  at  Tortola,  where  he  appears  to  have  enjoyed  an  ex- 
tensive and  lucrative  practice.  By  means  of  this,  while  stilt  a 
young  man,  he  was  enabled  to  realize  all  the  ol^ects  of  a  laud- 
able ambition,  which  was  then  solely  circumscribed  by  a  pa^ 
sion  for  professional  excdlence.  He  accordingly  returned  once 
more  to  Europe,  for  the  express  purpose  of  visiting  all  its  great 
medical  schools.  After  staying  some  time  in  London,  he  re- 
.paired,  in  the  spring  of  1768,  to  Edinbur^,  a  city  which  w 
then  beginning  to  obtain  a  high  character,  in  consequence  of 
the  talents  and  exertions  of  its  physicians.  He  afterwards  set  out 
for  Paris ;  and,  by  means  of  Dr.  Fothei^l,  obtained  an  intro- 
duction to  the  celebi'ated  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  presented 
him  with  a  letter  to  Dr.  Dubourg,  pro^sor  of  the  facultyof 
medicine,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

"  •  •  •  Cette  lettce  Vous  sera  remise  par  le  Docteur  Lett- 
»om,  jeone  m^ecin  Ameriquain  de  beaucoup  de  merite,  qui 
est  de  la  paisible  secte  des  Trembleurs,  et  que  vous  regarderieE 
ctms^uemment,  au  moins  comme  une  raret^  a  contempler. 
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^uand  mkae  vous  auriez  epouse  toutea  les  preventions  de  la 
pidpart  de  VOB  compatriotes  sur  le  compte  de  ces  bonnes  gens," 
On  the  2Sth  of  June,  1 769,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  ob- 
tained the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  Leyden,  an  university  which,  at 
that  period,  enjoyed  a  singular  degree  of  reputation,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  celebrity  of  a  single  man,  ■ —  the  &mous  Dr. 
Boerhaave.  His  thesis,  on  this  occasion,  entitled,  "  Observar- 
ti<»ies  ad  Vires  These  pertinentes,"  was  grUdully  inscribed  to 
his  two  protectors,  Mr.  Samuel,- and  Dr.  John  Fothei^ll,  to- 
gether with  his  old  master,  Dr.  Sutclilf,  who  had,  like  himself 
become  a  phy^cian,  > 

Being  now  on  the  Continent,  the  subject  of  this  article  Tisit- 
ed  Spa  and  Aix-la-chapelle,  both  more  celebrated  at  that  pe- 
riod than  the  present,  on  account  of  their  mineral  waters; 
and,  having  been  introduced  to,  and  est^lished  a  corespond^ 
ence  with,  Macquer,  le  Roi,  and  other  public  characters,  he 
returned  once  more  to  England.  As  London  appeared  to 
afford  ample  scope  for  his  zeal,  talents,  and  exertions,  he  im- 
inediately  commenced  practice  there,  under  the  patronage  of 
his  friend  Dr.  Fothergill,  a  Quaker-physician  of  great  worth, 
and  high  character,  who,  having  now  acquired  both  &me  and 
weahh,  retired  to  his  country  seat  during  part  of  the  summer, 
to  indulge  in  his  tavourite  pursuit  of  botany,  and  ^oy  the 
noble  collection  of  plants  which  he  had  fiumed  there- 
in 1 769,  we  find  the  name  of  Dr.  Lettsom  placed  in  the  list, 
■•^  a  licentiate  of  the  Royal  Collie  of  Physicians,  and  he  soon 
after  became  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society.  While  his  prac- 
tice increased  daily,  his  fortune  obtained  a  considerable  aug^ 
mentation  by  his  marriage  with  a  lady  who  still  survives  him. 
By  her,  he  had  a  numerous  family ;  all  but  three  of  whom, 
however,  died  before  their  &thcr. 

This  proved  a  most  fortunate  and  auspicious  period  in  the 
life  of  the  snbgect  of  these  memoirs.  He  had  now  arrived  at 
a  middle-period  of  life,  possessed  good  health,  and  was  rising 
^ly  into  reputation,  AH  pecuniary  difficulties  seemed  to 
have  vanished  for  ever.  An  increasing  practice  abroad,  a  little 
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deHnestic  circle  at  home,  ease,  affiuence,  respectability,  were 
not  only  attainable,  but  already  attained. 

To  the  credit  of  the  Doctor,  his  mind  did  not  become  nar- 
row or  contracted  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  hu  &inilyor 
his  wealth ;  on  the  contrary,  he  seemed  bom  to  dispense  bless- 
ings around  him,  and  to  extend  his  humanity  to  his  fellow- 
creatures,  in  the  exact  ratio  of  his  means  of  doing  good. 
Science  was  by  him  fostered ;  genius  cherished ;  and  the  use- 
ful arts  encouraged :  while  the  wants  of  his  fdlow-creatures 
were  frequently  reUeved  by  means  of  food,  as  well  as  of  physic 
He  now  devoted  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  kindred  pur- 
suits of  medicine  and  botany ;  and,  while  a  knowledge  of  &e  dis- 
coveries made  in  the  former  was  more  generally  diffused,  through 
his  means  and  exertions,  a  number  of  new  plants,  particularly 
those  indigenous  to  the  tropical  r^ons,  were  introduced  into 
Great  Britain  expressly  for  his  collection.  His  house  was  al- 
ways open  to  men  of  talents ;  and  to  him,  ing^iious  foreigners 
from  all  parts  of  the  globe,  applied  for  information  and  instruc- 
tion. He  was  at  great  piuns,  and  spared  no  expence,  in  keep- 
ing up  an  intercourse  with  men  of  celebrity  on  the  Continent. 
Accordingly,  the  illustrious  Linnsus,  Baron  Haller,  Dr.  Zim- 
merman, Dr.  Renatus  Desgenettcs,  Dr.  Felix  Vic  d'Azyr,  Dr.  J. 
F.  Blumenbach,  &c  8jc,,  were  mmibered  among  his  correspond- 
ents. At  home,  he  connected  himself  with  Darwin,  Howard, 
Cullai,  the  Hunters,  Granville  Sharp,  Russel,  Cumming,  Cl^- 
horn,  Jenner,  Blane,  Hope,  Duncan,  Hamilton,  Pulteney,  and 
nearly  all  the  distinguished  characters  of  his  day. 

During  this  flourishing  ^>ocli  of  his  Ufe,  he  also  became 
.  possessed  o^  Grove  Hill,  situate  on  a  chamung  eminence, 
near  Camberwell,  which  was  immediately  fitted  up,  in  such 
a  manner,  as  to  display  both  taste  and  science.  Attached  to 
the  house  were  conservatories  for  his  plants  ;  together  with  a 
botanical  garden ;  within  was  a  library,  of  rare,  and  select 
books,  and  a  museum  of  natural  history ;  while  the  grounds 
around  were  disposed  in  such  a  manAer  as  to  c^tivate  [the 
httention  of  all  his  visitors.  He  himg^  in  an  esssay,  pur- 
X  2 
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porting  to  contaia  an  "  gccount  of  a  little  village  exactly  three 
miles  from  the  three  bridges  j"  published  an  interestdng  ac- 
count of  his  &vourite  residence.  Here  he  entertained  many 
distinguiEihed  travellers,  as  well  as  Eng^ebmcoi  oTnote  and  rank, 
amongst  whom  was  the  first  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  who  was 
a  frequent  guest.  Here  also,  he  retired  generally  every  evening, 
to  refresh  hims^  afler  the  fatigues  of  the  day;  and  returned 
next  momiiig  early  to  his  town  house  in  Sambrook-court,  his 
practice  lying  chieSy  in  the  city. 

Two  of  our  poets,  have  celebrated  bolh  this  place  and  its 
owner.  The  late  John  Scot,  who,  like  himself  is  said  to 
have  been  a  Qu^er,  expresses  himself  as  follows,  on  this 
occasaion: 

'  I. 

"  Where  Grove  Hill  shews  thy  villa  feir. 
But  late,  my  Lettsam,  there  with  thee, 
Twas  mine  the  tranquil  hour  to  share, 

The  social  hour  of  converse  free ; 
To  mark  th'  arrangement  of  the  ground, 
And  all  the  pleasing  prospects  round, 
Where,  while  we  gaz'd  new  beauties  Mill  were  found. 

2. 
"  That  business  with  fatiguing  cares, 
For  this  (lelightful  seat  of  thine, 
Such  scanty  store  of  momente  spares. 
Say,  friend,  shall  I  for  thee  repine  ? 
Were  it  the  commerce  of  the  main. 
Or  culture  of  the  teeming  plain, 
From  blame,  or  pity,  I  could  scarce  refrain. 

3- 
"  But,  oh  !  to  soften  buman  woes. 
To  banish  sickness,  baaish  pain, 
To  give  the  sleepless  eye  repose. 

The  nerveless  arm  its  strength  again  ; 
From  parents'  eyes  to  dry  Uie  tear, 
Tlie  wife's  distressful  thoughts  to  cheer, 
Aiid  end  the  husband's,  and  the  lover's  fear. 
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*<  Where  want  sits  pining,  faint,  and  ill. 

To  lend  thy  kind,  unpurchas'd  aid. 
And  hear  th'  exertions  of  thy  gkill. 

With  many  a  grateful  blessing,  paid; 
'Tis  luxury  to  the  feeling  heart, 
Beyond  what  social  hours  impart, 
To  nature's  beauteous  scenes,  or  curious  works  of  art." 

Mr.  Maurice,  a  clergyman  of  the  church  of  England,  well 
known  to  the  public  'by  his  learned  dissertations  relative  to 
the  mythology  of  Asia,  also  published  a  descriptive  poem,  orna- 
mented with  a  charming  Vignette,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
celebrating  the  beauties  of  Dr.  Lettsom's  villa.  The  garden, 
the  libraiy,  the  landscape,  are  all  noticed,  with  enthusiastic 
applause;  after  which,  he  concludes  with  the  following  lines  ; 

"  Such  are  the  soft,  enchanting  scenes  dieiplay'd 
In  all  the  blended  charms,  uf  light,  and  shade. 
At  Camberwell's  fair  grove  and  verdant  brow. 
The  loveliest,  Surrey's  lofty  hills  can  shew  : 
And  long  may  he,  whose  bold  excursive  mind, 
This  sweet  terrestrial  paradise  design'd  ; 
Long  may  he  view  the  favourite  bow'r  he  pTann'd). 
In  towering  foliage,  o'er  his  race  expand: 
Behold  them  flourish  in  its  graceful  shade, 
And  in  their  father's  steps  delight  to  tread : 
Then  full  of  years,  and  crown'd  with  welt-eam'd  fame, 
Retire  in  peace,  hisfaright  reward  to  daiin." 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  proper  place,  to  enumerate  some  of 
those  popular,  learned,  and  charitable  establishments,  which 
^ther  were  assisted  by,  or  indebted  for  their  origin,  to  the 
sulgect  of  this  memoir. 

In  1786,  Dr.  Lettsom  associated  with  Dr.  Warner,  and 
Mr.  Nichols,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  statue  in  honour 
of  the  late  Mr.  Howard.  The  insuperable  modesty  of  that 
eminent  man,  prevented  the  execution  of  this  design ;  but 
the  ol]gect  of  llidr  yishes  was  carried   into  effect  after  bis 
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death,  by  assigning  a  place  in  the  noble  cathedral  of  St 
Paul's,  for  this  express  purpose. 

He  was  ever  a  great  advocate  for  the  extension  of  medical 
lud  to  servants,  end  to  persons  in  distressed  drcumstances.  In 
consequence  of  this,  Dr.  Lettsom  not  only  subscribed  to,  but 
greatly  promoted  the  General,  the  Finsbury,  and  Surrey  Di^ 
pensaries;  but  being  of  opinion,  that  physic  was  of  litde 
service,  where  food  was  wanting,  he  did  every  thing  within 
the  scope  of  his  fortune  and  ability,  to  supply  the  latter,  as  well 
as  the  former. 

As  the  prevention  of  crimes,  and  the  reform  of  the  criminal 
poor,  are  objects  of  great  national  importance,  he  inserted  his 
name,  at  an  early  period,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  Phi- 
laitthropic  Society,  in  St.  George's-fields.  Here,  regular  work 
is  obtained  for  a  number  of  persons,  who  might  otherwise  be 
employed  in  disorderly  practices,  while  good  morals  are  both 
encouraged  and  cultivated  among  children,  who,  but  for  this 
humane  establishment,  would  have  devoted  their  lives  to, 
and  probably  forfeited  them  also,  by  a  course  of  public  plun- 
der, and  private  infamy. 

The  Society  for  the  Discharge  of  Persons  imprisoned  for 
Small  Debts,  in  him  experienced  a  bountifid  and  a  steady  snp- 
porter.  This,  we  believe,  originated  with  the  late  Mr.  Nield, 
of  Chelsea,  who  has  given  a  public  testimony  of  the  succour, 
end  assistance  derived  &om  our  amiable  Quaker,  on  that,  and 
a  variety  of  other  occasions. 

The  Asylum  for  the  Support  and  Education  of  the  Indigent 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  as  well  as  the  Institution  for  the  relief  and 
employment  of  the  Indigent  Blind,  in  him,  found  a  strenuous 
patron,  and  a  Uberal  contributor.  He  was  also  one  of  thirty-two 
gentlemen,  consisting  of  Mr.  Aldm'man  Bull,  Dr.  Oliver  Gold- 
smith, the  Rev,  Dr.  Towers,  Dr.  Hawes,  &c  &c.  with  whom 
originated  the  Royal  Humane  Society,  for  the  recovery  of  the 
appareiidy  drowned,  or  dead.  It  is  believed  that  the  first  hint 
was  given  by  Dr.  Cogan,  who,  perhaps  borrowed  the  idea  of 
this  most  admirable  institution  from  the  Dutch,  among  wlunn 
he  had  long  resided. 
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Hr.  Lettsom,  having  acted  for  some  years,  as  Presideot  of 
the  Medical  Society,  took  such  delight  in  it,  that  he  not  only 
gratuitously  farnishcd  many  valuable  works  for  its  Ut^^arj', 
but  actually  purchased  for,  and  psesented  it,  with  a  house. 
In  1778,  he  delivered  an  oration  from  the  chair,  on  the 
early  history  and  origin  of  Medtcin^  which  has  since  been 
published. 

So  great  and  zealous  an  advocate  was  he  for  the  honour 
and  reputation  of  his  art,  that  he  laboured  strenuously,  during 
his  wh(^e  life,  to  bring  quacks,  and  quackery  into  contempt. 

Accordingly,  soon  after  his  establishment  in  London,  he 
engaged  in  a  contest  with  Dr.  Mayersbach,  the  celebrated 
water-doctor.  On  this  occasion  he  came  off  triumphant ;  but 
a  conflict  with  another  foreign  empiric,  who  had  amassed  a 
great  fortune,  proved  less  auspicious ;  for  he  was  obliged  to 
desist  in  consequence  of  a  prosecution  being  threatened,  and 
actually  commenced  against  him. 

It  ou^t  not  to  be  omitted  in  this  place,  that  the  General 
Sea  Bathing  Infirmary  at  Margate  originated  with  Dr.  Lett- 
■om  and  a  few  fi'iends,  some  years  before  his  death.  Smce 
that  period,  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  pa- 
tients, chiefly  from  the  Metropolis,  have  experienced  the 
salutary  effects  of  this  establishment,  of  which  he  undertoc^ 
the  office  of  treasurer. 

In  1812  he  became  connected  with,  and  was  soon  after 
elected  President  of^he  Philosophical  Society  of  London. 
Thia  became  a  &vourite  object  of  his  care  and  attention,  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life;  and  he  always  displayed  a  moat 
commendable  eagerness  to  fulfill  all  the  duties  annexed  to  that 
atation. 

But  Dr.  Lettsom  did  not  confine  ather  his  ben^cence  or 
his  exerti(»u  to  public  institutions.  In  consequence  of  an 
extensive  practice  in  the  metropolis,  many  pressing  opportu- 
mtiei  occurred  for  the  exercise  of  his  humanity.  He  con- 
ttanUy  aidetvoared  to  act  a>  the  physician  of  the  mind,  as  well 
as  of  the  bodyj^  tat  to  assuage  "  the  numerous  ills  that  man 
is  bear  to,"  s^ijpcars.to  have  been  an  object  ^t  occiqaed  pot 
X  * 
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a  small  portion  of  bis  time  and  attention ;  the  abodes  of  mi- 
sery were  iamiliar  to  him.  Tbe  obscure  alley  was  entered; 
the  garret  was  ascended  to ;  the  curtain  of  want,  b^gsry,  and 
despair,  was  gently  withdrawn  by  his  hand;  and  when  he 
discovered  that  sustenance  rather  than  pharmacy  was  wanting', 
he  not  unfrequently  prescribed  the  necessary  remedy,  from 
the  shop  of  the  butcher  and  baker,  instead  of  that  of  the  apo- 
thecary. To  patients  of  a  difTerent  description,  whose  h^rts 
were  ill  at  ease,  he  freely  and  liberally  communicated  such 
mentals  consolations  as  they  stood  in  need  of.  By  these  means 
he  formed  a  numerous  and  respectable  acquaintance,  and  drew 
8  circle  of  opulent  persons  around  him,  who  contributed  their 
aid  both  frequently  and  freely  to  those  benevolent  pursuits, 
which  occupied  his  constant  attention. 

To  reclaim  and  reform,  rather  than  to  punish  and  cut  off 
from  society,  •  appeared  to  him  worthy  of  his  most  assiduous 
efforts.  Accordingly,  instead  of  recurring  to  Mewgat^  and 
the  gallows,  against  those  who  in  his  person  -might  happen 
to  offend  Bgunst  the  laws  of  his  country,  he  constantly  ea- 
deavoured  by  his  kindness,  admonitions,  and  intervention, 
to  restore  them  to  the  paths  of  rectitude,  by  enabling  them  to 
become  good  members  of  the  community. 

The  late  Mr.  Pratt,  in  his  "  Liberal  Opinions,"  records 
an  anecdote,  illustrative  of  the  unbounded  benevolence,  as  well 
as  amiable  clemency  of  this  celebrated  Quaker ;  and  as  from 
8  long  acquaintance,  he  possessed  the  means  of  obtaining 
cc«aplcte  information,  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  as  ta 
his  accuracy,  in  point  of  fact. 

On  hie  return  one  evenmg  to  town,  from  visiting  a  patient 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Finchley  Common,  Dr.  Lettsom  was 
Attacked  by  a  young  highwayman,  whom  he  soon  discovered, 
froiii  a  variety  of  circumstances,  to  be  but  newly  initiated  into 
so  ne&rious  a  profession.  He  accordingly  r^elieved  and  re- 
monstrated with  him,  on  the  foUy,  wickedness,  and  ignomj- 
niouB  result  of  such  a  notorious  breach  of  morals ;  and  pre- 
vtuled  upon  him  to  call  at  bis  house  in  town.  The  result  was, 
(bat  a  robber,  wbo  had  bem  impelled  by  want  to  the  conn 
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uisam  o(  a  hosous  crime,  was  actually  rendered  salable  of 
Itis  enormi^;  and  that  froio  this  mom^t,  he  who,  in  a  short  time 
would  otherwise  have  expiated  his  offences  by  a  shameful 
death,  was  suddenly  converted,  by  the  kind  interposition  of  an 
emended  individual,  into  an  useful,  and  even  meritorious  maOf 
ber  of  society. 

It  appears,  that  the  person  in  question  was  an  American 
merchant,  who  having  been  mined  during  the  contest  with  the 
ct^onies,  had  escaped  irom  a  prison  on  the  Trans-atlanttc 
G<mtinent,  to  misery  and  distress  in  his  native  land.  The 
Doctor  failed  in  his  first  application  for  relief;  but  on  a  second, 
he  succeeded  so  &t  as  to  obtain  for  him  a  commission  in  the 
army.  He  appears,  indeed,  to  have  been  worthy  of  com- 
miseration ;  for  his  name  was  afterwards  twice  recorded  in  the 
London  Gazette,  in  consequence  of  meritorious  conduct;  and 
he  at  last  fell  a.  victim  to  the  yellow  fever,  in  the  West-  Indies, 
while  employed  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

Here  follows  another  instance  of  his  kindness,  recorded  by 
his  own  pen,  as  detailed  in  a  *'  Morning  Walk  in  the  Metro- 
polis," printed  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  vohiv.  p.  25. 
without  either  name  or  signature  annexed,  and  dated  "  Lon- 
don, Januarys,  1780." 

"  About  the  beginning  of  December,  on  going  out  of  my 
house,"  says  the  Doctor,  "  I  was  accosted  by  a  tall  thin  man, 
whose  countenance  exhibited  such  a  picture  of  distress  and  po- 
T«1y  as  fixed  my  attention,  and  induced  me  to  inquire  into  his 
situation.  He  informed  me  that  he  was  a  day-labourer,  juat 
recovering  from  sickness,  and  that  feeble  as  he  then  was,  in 
order  to  procure  sustenance  for  a  sick  fiunily  at  hom^  he  was 
compelled  to  seek  for  work,  and  to  exert  himself  mudi  b^ond 
his  strength ;  and  he  added,  that  he  lived  in  a  court  called 
LitUe  Greenwich,  in  Aldersgate  Street.  This  poor  object 
seemed  to  feel  distress  too  deeply  to  be  an  impostor ;  and  I 
could  not  avoid  bestowing  some  means  of  obviating  his  present 
want,  for  winch  he  retired  bowing,  with  tears  in  his  eyes ;  but 
when  he  got  out  (^  sight,  hia  image  was  preset  with  me :  I 
was  then  ioiry  that  my  generosi^  l)ad  not  been  equal  to  nijr 
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suisibility,  and  diis  induced  me  to  attempt  finding  aat  hlft 
&mily.  He  had  mentioned  that  Ma  name  was  ¥oy,  and  by  the 
informatiMi  he  gave  me  I  discovered  his  miserable  habitation : 
with  difBculty  I  found  my  way  up  a  dark  paSBage  and  stair- 
case to  a  little  chamber,  furnished  with,  one  bedstead :  an  old 
box  was  the  only  article  that  answered  the  purpose  of  a  chmi^ 
ihe  lumiture  o£  the  bed  consisted  in  a  piece  of  old  ticken,  and 
a  worn-DHt  blanket,  which  constituted  the  only  couch,  except 
the  floor,  whereon  this  afflicted  &mily  could  recline  their  heads 
to  rest :  and  what  a  scene  did  th^  present ! 

"  Near  the  eentrcof  the  bed  lay  the  mother  with  half  a  shift, 
and  covered  as  high  as  the  middle  with  the  blanket.  She  was 
incapable  of  telling  her  con^Iaints.  The  spittle,  for  want  of 
tome  fluid  to  moisten  her  mouth,  had  dried  upon  her  lips,  which 
v/&te  black,  as  were  likewise  the  gams,  the  concomitants  of  a 
putrid  fever,  the  disorder  under  which  she  laboured.  At 
another  end  of  the  blanket  vas  extended  a  girl  about  five 
years  old;  it  had  rolled  from  under  tins  covering,  and  was 
totally  naked,  except  its  back,  on  which  a  blister  plaster  was 
tied  by  a  piece  of  packthread  crossed  over  its  breast;  and, 
though  labouring  under  this  dreadful  fever,  the  poor  creature 
was  asleep.  On  one  side  of  its  mother  lay  a  naked  boy  about 
two  years  old ;  this  little  innocent  was  likewise  sleeping.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  mother,  on  the  floor,  or  rather  on  an  old 
box,  lay  a  ^rl  about  twelve  years  old ;  she  was  in  part  covered 
with  her  gown  and  petticoat,  but  she  bad  no  shift  The  fever 
had  not  bereaved  her  of  her  senses,  and  she  was  perpetually 
moaning  out,  "  I  shall  die  of  thirst;  pray  give  me  some  water 
to  drink."  Near  her  stood  another  prl,  about  four  years  old, 
barefooted :  her  whole  covering  was  a  loose  piece  of  petticoat 
thrown  over  her  shoulders ;  and  to  this  in&nt  it  was  that  her 
sister  was  crying  for  water. 

*'  I  now  experienced  how  greatly  the  sight  of  real  misery 
exceeds  the  description  of  it. 

"  What  a  contrast  did  this  scene  exhibit  to  the  plenty  and 
d^nce  which  teigned  within  the  extent  of  a  few  yards  only; 
fisc'  this  muera^  recq|>taele  vnts  oi^K>ute  to  the  stately  edifice 
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of  an  bonoutsble  Alderman,  and  idll  near^  vere  ntfoij  spa- 
taaoB  hoiues  and  shops.  I  have  observed  that  the  daughter, 
who  was  stretched  on  the  floor,  was  still  able  to  speak.  She 
told  me  that  something  was  the  matter  with  the  mother's  ude, 
and  asked  me  to  look  at  it.  I  turned  up  an  edge  of  the  blan- 
ket, and  found  that  a  very  large  mortification  had  taken  place, 
extending  from  the  middle  of  the  body  to  the  middle  of  the 
thigh,  and  of  a  hand's  breadth ;  the  length  was  upwards  of 
half  a  yard,  and  to  stop  its  progress  nothing  had  been  applied. 
It  was  a  painiiil  sight  to  behold,  and  many  not  less  painfiit 
exist  in  this  metropolis.  I  procured  medical  assistance  im- 
mediately, and  for  a  tr&ling  gratuity  got  a  neighbour  to  nurse 
the  femily.  The  churchwarden,  to  whom  1  made  appUcatton, 
heard  their  history  with  concern,  and  added  his  humane  ud^ 
to  rescue  from  death  a  poor  and  almost  expiring  family.  I 
hav^  however,  the  pleasure  to  conclude  this  relation  of  their 
unspeakable  distress,  by  communicating  their  total  deliverance 
from  it ;  which,  I  think,  may  be  justly  attributed  to  the  timely 
assistance  administered." 

But  in  the  midst  of  a  career,  hitherto  distinguished  by  inva^ 
riable  worth,  and  unbounded  prosperity,  the  domestic  happi- 
ness of  this  gentleman  received  a  deadly  wound,  in  consequence 
of  the  sudden  demise  of  his  eldest  son,  in  1800.  Dr.  John 
Miers  Lettsom  had  received  an  excellent  education  in  his  Da- 
tive country,  under  the  auspices  of  his  bther,  who  spared  no 
expence,  in  rendering  him  both  learned  and  accomplished. 
Being  destined  for  the  medical  profession,  every  opportunity 
was  afforded  of  obtaining  a  critical  knowledge  of  this  sdence; 
and  to  improve  himself  still  more,  he  visited  several  parts  of 
Europe,  In  company  with  Dr.  Sims.  He  ailerwards  married, 
settled  in  London,  and  died  at  his  father's  house,  in  Sambrook- 
court,  Basinghalt-street,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  ^ge.  The  dis- 
ease, to  which  he  fell  a  victim,  and  which  carried  him  off  in 
twelve  days,  was  a  &ver,  supposed  to  have  originated  from  his 
unremitting  attention  to  his  public  duties,  particularly  to  the 
sick  poor,  to  whom  he  was  both  a  friend  and  a  baK&ctfH*. 
In  the  character  of  a  son,  a  parent  and  a  husband}  bis  ccndnct 
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was  exKDplary ;  while  his  amiable  manners,  his  rectitude,  and 
his  good  morals,  rendered  him  beloved  by  all  who  were  ac- 
quainted with,  or  had  any  intercourse  with  him.  The  Rere- 
rend  Thomas  Maurice,  who  had  before  eulogised  the  &ther, 
seized  this  occasion  to  strew  a  few  flowers  over  the  grave  of  the 
son,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  perusal  of  the  following  lines. 

EPITAPH  ON  JOHN  MIER3  LETTSOM,  U.S. 

On  virtuous  Lbtt&om,  in  hie  macdy  bloom, 
Resistless,  death's  eternal  shades  descend ; 
While  kindred  love  and  friendship  round  bis  tomb, 
In  speechless  agony  distracted  bend. 

Ah !  what  avails  above  the  vulgar  throng, 
To  rise  in  genius,  or  in  worth  to  soar ; 
Impetuous  rolls  the  stream  of  time  along, 
The  bubble  bursts,  and  life's  gay  dream  is  o'er. 

In  every  stage  of  varying  life  approv'd, 
And  stilt  of  toiling  want  the  steadfast  friend, 
He  pass'd  his  transient  day  —  admir'd  —  belov'd ; 
All  prais'd  him  living  —  All  bemoan  his  end. 

From  Heaven's  high  throne  the  Almighty  Sire  look'd  down. 
Well  pleas'd  to  view  such  worth  belaai  iheikies  j' 
He  saw  him  ripe  for  aa  immortal  crown. 
And  bade  his  soul  quit  Earth  for  1'arai>ise. 

It  now  remuns  to  state  some  particulars  of  the  literary  life 
and  character  of  the  &ther.  He  had  been  particularly  desi- 
rous, at  an  early  period,  in  consequence  of  his  constant  attach- 
ment to  books,  to  obtain  an  excellent  library,  and  made  many 
and  great  sacrifices  during  a  long  life,  to  achieve  this  fovourite 
object.  His  collection  included  all  languages,  and  all  sciences. 
His  classics  were  purchased  &om  the  widow  of  the  late  indefa- 
tigable Mr.  William  Baker,,  who  had  dedicated  much  time  to 
this  pursuit  The  selection  of  Natm'al  History  contained  all 
that  was  either  curioi^s  or  useful  in  respect  to  a  favourite  study; 
aad  among  Uiese  may  be  included  Jacob  Scha&r's  Kven  to*- 
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Itimes,  4to ;  the  leaves  of  which  are  formed  of  different  vege- 
taUes,  BO  as  to  ^libit  various  substitutes,  during  a  defidency 
of  materials.  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that  all  these  were 
most  reluctantiy  parted  with  by  their  sorrow^  owner,  four  or 
five  years  before  his  demise ! 

Dr.  Lettsoro,  in  his  character  of  an  author,  maybe  &irly 
deemed  a  voluminous  writer;  having  occasionally  connected 
himself  with  the  English  press,  during  a  period  of  nearly 
half  a  century.  He  contributed  largely  to  leveral  periodical 
works,  in  which  wUi  be  found  ^  number  of  his  essays,  letters, 
hints,  and  remarks.  He  also  introduced  the  plans  and  opinion! 
of  the  late  Mr.  Nield  through  the  same  medium  to  public 
_  notice  • ;  and  but  for  his  kindness  up<si  this  occasion,  the  bene- 
volent labours,  joumies,  and  inquiries  of  that  gentleman  would 
have  been  entirely  lost  td  the  public. 

He  also  presented  engraved  portraits  of  Mr.  Peter  Collison,' 
Dr.  Gumming,  and  Dr.  Fgthergill,  to  the  ninth  volume  of 
Mr.  NichoDa's  "  Literary  Anecdotes ;"  who  terms  him  "his 
i^lfiil  and  invariable  friend."  This  same  gentleman  has  pub- 
lished a  memoir  of  his  lif^  annexed  to  a  collection  of  his  smaller 
pieces.  Prefixed  to  this,  is  a  portrait  by  Ridley,  together  with 
a  scene  in  his  native  island,  a  plui  of  his  favourite  country-seat 
at  Camberwed,  &c.  Sec.  &c.  Here  are  also  to  be  found,  his 
"  Hints  respediflg  the  Distresses  of  the  Poor,  in  the  years 
1794>,  I795-"  He  himself  took  an  active  part  both  in  Visiting 
and  relieving  them,  during  that  season  of  unexampled  scarcity, 
when  the  expences  of  every  article  of  human  sustenance  were  so 
/Nihanced,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  pov^er  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
(immunity  to  obtatn  the  necessary  degree  of  subsistence.  On 
this  occasion,  he  jusUy  lashes  the  unfeeling  avarice  of  those, 
who  withhold  rehe^  by  sheltering  themselves  under  the  trite 
remark  of  "  the  improvidence  of  the  poor."  He  at  the  same 
time  satirises  the  ostentatious  and  improvident  charity  of  those 
'who  roast  oxen  for  the  idle,  and  regale  the  dissipated  with 
iu^sheads  of  ale,  instead  of  carrying  reUe^  comfort,  and  s»c- 

*  Tht  GcDllamri'B  MigBziDe. 

Dcinzeaoy  Google 


S18  DR.  LETTBOH. 

codr,  into  the  cottage  of  the  industrious  peasant*  His  *'  Hints 
respecting  the  prevention  and  cure  of  Infectiotu  Fevera,  and 
the  establishment  of  Houses  of  Indurtry,"  will  be  feund  hi^ily 
useful ;  as  well  as  those  concerning  a  "  Samaritan  Society  ;"— 
"  Crimes  and  Punishments ;"  —  *'  Wills  and  Testaments  ;"— 
"  The  Support  and  Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Children 
of  the  Poor;" — "The  Employment  of  theBlind;"  and  to  "Mas- 
ters and  Mistresses  respecting  Female  Servants/'  &c  &c.  We 
are  ^aid,  that  his  "  Hints  addressed  to  Card  Pardee,"  will 
not  be  much  attended  to  in  a  gay  and  dissipated  age ;  but  his 
endeavours  "  Respecting  the  Establishment  of  Schools,  f(»-  ex* 
toiding  Education  to  the  Poor,"  have  proved  pre-eminently 
SQccesshd ;  and  it  will  be  the  &ult  of  the  next  genenitioD,  if  it 
be  not  better,  more  liberal,  and  &r  more  enhghtened  than  ^e 
present. 

No  one  was  ever  more  anxioss  to  exhibit  his  fnends  in  a  fa- 
vourable point  o£  view  than  the  subject  of  tliese  memoirs.  He 
accordingly  drew  up  with  his  own  hand,  biographical  sketches 
of  some,  and  complete  lives  of  others.  He  also  obtained  and 
published  their  engraved  portraits,  &c. 

No  usefiil  discovery  on  the  Continent  escaped  his  notice ; 
^ore  especially,  if  it  seemed  calculated  to  assist  or  relieve  his 
fellow-creatures,  ^ei£her  at  home,  or  elsewhere.  On  one  occa- 
sion, he  exposed  himself  to  unmerited  ridicule  on  this  very  so- 
count  ^  having  learned  that  a  species  of  the  Beet  was  found 
highly  beneficial  tor  feeding  and  fettening  of  cattle,  he  warmly 
recommended  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Socie^for  the  Promo- 
tion of  Arts,  &c.  &C.  and  actually  diffiised  a  knowledge  of  its 
good  qualities  throughout  the  kingdom  at  large;  but  the  root 
Wea  <lecried,  and  he  himself  blamed  for  his  folly  and  presump- 
tion. As  many  thousands  of  acres  of  this  plant  are  now  culti- 
vated in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  metropohs,  and  as  it  is 
Used  by  most  of  the  dairy  farmers  with  success,  the  following 
statement  may  not  be  deemed  altogether  unacceptable:  — 

In  1787*  appeared  the  first  edition  of  "  the  Account  of  the 
Culture  and  Use  of  the  Mangel  Wurzel,  or  Root  of  Scarcity," 
which  the  Doctor  had  translated  &om  the  French  of  the  Abb£ 
II 
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de  Commereil.  During Uiepreceding  year,  he  had  obtained  a 
few  seeds  of  the  Sacine  de  DUette  (Beta  H^ryda),  bata.  France 
by  means  of  Sir  Richard  Jebh.  AAer  trying  them  in  hi>  ami 
garden,  he  calculated  that  a  square  yard  of  ground  thus  plant- 
ed, will  yield  ^y  pounds  in  weight  of  s^utary  food.  He  ac- 
cordingly recommended  it  to  general  use^  and.pconted  it  out, 
^s  peculiarly  advantageous  to  -  such  poor  prions  as  had  not 
land  sufiScient  to  feed  a  cow :  ^ 

"  The  whole,"  he  obserred,  "  was  edible  and  salutary,  e£- 
fording  a  supply  for  the  table  both  in  winter  and  summer. 
The  leaves  exceed  spinach,  in  the  pleasantness  of  thm  taste. 
The  stalks  and  ribs  of  the  large  ones,  dir^ted  of  the  leafy 
part  and'  peeled,  eat  like  asparagus,  and  may  be  used  in  soups, 
which  they  greatly  improve.  The  leaves,  txeA  up  in  a  b^,  or 
net,  with  slices  of  meat  interlaid,  and  boiled,  also  make  a  dijih 
both  pleasant  and  salutary." 

The  public  expectation  was  raised  to  a  high  pitch  by  this 
description;  and  no  fewer  than  two  thousand  four  hundred  ap- 
plications were  made  for  the  plants  and  seeds.  Disappomt- 
ment,  inrespectto  many  who  cultivated  the  Mangel  Wurzd  on 
improper  soils,  however,  was  the  consequence ;  but  it  is  iair  to 
add,  that  its  virtues  are  now  fully  ascertained,  and  allowed  by 
irre&agable  testimony. 

lo  1789,  Dr.  L.  published  a  salutaiy  admonition  to  the  profli- 
gate, in  the  history  of  some  of  the  effe<^  of  hard  drinking. 
The  profits  of  this  little  tract  were  very  appropriately  bestowed 
on  the  Philanthropic  Society,  instituted  for  the  preventioQ  of 
crimes,  and  a  reform  in  the  manners  of  the  poor. 

In  favour  of  this  class  of  society,  he  soon  after  publi^ed 
"  Hints  for  relieving  their  Distresses."'  A  most  meritorious 
writer,  while  speaking  of  this  subject*,  observes,  "  Of  the 
author  of  these  hints,  Z  can  truly  say,  from  my  own  knowledge 
-  of  him  for  half  a  century,  that  his  benevolence  throughout  that 
long  period,  has  been  unbounded.  To  thousands,  as  well  as  to 
mysd^  he  has  been  the  meane  both  of  ^addeiung  and  of  length- 

•  LiteniyAiKCclotet,  lol,  ii.  p.  116. 
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euiag  life;  and  by  his  own  temperate  habits,  may  prdbahfy 
for  many  years  longer,  continue  to  be  s  friend  to  the  indigent^ 
and  a  comfort  to  all  those  who  are  so  happy  as  to  possess  his 
fiiendfihip,  or  have  occasion  for  his  medical  skill." 

In  the  course  of  the  next  year  (ITSS),  he  printed  a  little 
pamphlet,  in  favour  of  the  "  Bee,"  in  which  he  attempted  to 
prove,  that  benevolence  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occasiontt 
was  interwoven  with  utility,  amusement,  and  profit. 

This  life  might  be  deemed  incomplete  were  it  here  to  be 
(»nitted  that  Dr.  l£ttsom  was  the  zealous  advocate  for,  and 
promoter  of  the  Vaccine  innoc^lation.  On  this  occason  he 
joined  himself  with  Jenner,  WoodviUe,  Pearson,  Ring,  Ai&' 
dington,  Aikio,  and  a  formidable  phalanx  of  celebrated  prac- 
titioners in  &vour  of  the  cow  cox.  In  an  Essay  published  on 
this  snl^ect,  he  is  solicitous  to  demonstrate  its  great  and  mani- 
fidd  advantages : 

1.   By  preventing  the  variolous  infection ; 
9.   He  asserts  that  it  is  not  ccntagious ; 
4.  He  thinks  tiiat  it  never  is,  or  has  been  &tal ; 
4.   He  cimtends   that  it  leaves  no  blemish  on  the  human 
fraaw; 

And  5.  That  it  conveys  no  constitutional  disease. 
In  the  fi-ontispiece  to  this  work  is  introduced  the  usdul 
animal  whence  this  beneficial  and  protecting  malady  is  con- 
v^ed  to  man,  under  the  appellation  of  the  "  sacred  cow," 
accompanied  with  the  usual  attributes  of  Oriental  mytholt^y. 

Dr.  Lettsom  was  also  the  editor  of  several  works,  pai^ 
ticularly  the  "  Life  and  Travels  of  Captain  Carver ;"  and  not 
only  presented  the  profits,  but  the  entire  receipts  of  the  woric, 
to  the  use  of  his  forlorn  widow  and  fatherless  children. 

It  is  extremely  painiiil,  here  to  be  obliged  to  remark, 
that  the  eiqpenditure  of  this  gentl^nan  at  length  so  tar  ex- 
ceeded his  income,  as  to  encroach  on  the  capital,  and  renden 
it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  sake  of  his  creditors,  to  sacrifice 
almost  every  thing  which  it  had  been  the  ambition  of  the  early 
portion  of  his  life  to  obtain,  cherish,  and  preserve.'  Ac- 
cordingly, his  charming  villa,  his  coins,  his  medals,  his  books, 
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las  curiositiea,  -were  all  disposed  o^  dther  t^  public  late,   or 
private  agreemcDt  I 

At  Ivagth,  gurrouiided  by  the  wreck  c^  his  Sinner  fortunes, 
and  little  bett^  than  s  wreck  of  his  former  ed^  he  was  seized 
with  a  mortal  disease,  in  the  7Zd  year  of  his  life.  For  some 
time  previous  to  this  event,  he  hod  be»i  attending  a  patient, 
whose  case  proved  fataL  Being  desirous  that  the  body  should 
be  (^Kned  and  examined,  he  himself  performed  the  chi^  part  of 
this  opaadon  on  the  22d  of  October  1 81 5,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  Fec^ved  a  sudden  dull  from  the  coldness  of  the  apart- 
ment. As  this  was  the  first  illness  which  he  had  experience  for 
Ae  last  twenfy-seven  years,  he  oqiected  to  resume  his  usual 
occupations  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  But  cm  the  i6th  a 
severe  shivering  fit*  indicadve  of  fover,  cams  on ;  be,  however} 
rdused  to  send  for  a  pbysidan  ;  and  veiy  imprudently  ven- 
tured out  in  the  coune  of  the  nest  day,  fin*  the  eiq)res»  pur- 
pose of  visiting  a  poor  &mily  in  Whitecross-etreet  On  Ms 
l*etum,  he  liecame  worse,  and  was  then  visited  by  Dr.  Ba- 
bington,  together  with  Mr.  J^orris.  His  disease  now  b^an  to 
.assume  an  alarming  ^^teanmce;  notwithstanding  i^iich  he 
prevailed  on  a  gentleman  to  attend  daily  atthe  miserable  house 
just  alluded  to ;  and  seemed  greatfy  affected,  lest  he  should 
not  be  able  toappear  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Philosophical 
Sodety  of  London,  in  the  success  of  which  institution  he  took 
the  most  lively  interest.  On  the  30th  he  appeared  in  an  im- 
proved state ;  but  on  ibe  succeeding  day,  great  debility, ' 
accompanied  by  deUrium,  ensued,  which  terminated  his  ex- 
istence, between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
Wednesday  the  Ist  of  November,  without  a  groan.* 

*  Dr.  Edtnuiu)  Fr^hti  oUiginglycommunlnteilioiu  tbe  Aillowing  prUcuUiii  con- 
(linii^llu  originBting'caiut  ofihe  dnih  ufihis  gmtind  gODdmiD.  "On  V/tiaaiay, 
Oclobci  35,  Dr.  Lciiioin  mi  it  raj  house,  and  I  conld  dm  bin  nbxrve  ihit  fat  Memcd 
marll  inditptofd  :  he  informed  me,  tlui  on  the  preceding  evening,  b«  hid  been 
lequetteJ  to  be  pcHnt  it  i  ditwctioD,  lo  gim  hii  opinion  on  injr  moriuil  ippMr- 
tneei  ihtt  nlghl  triie  ;•  he  *ii  there  detuned  ibout  three  famrt  *Uh  ilte  cold  bgdf, 
in  *  Tcrj  cold  pUce,  without  my' fire,  or  ntn-rlotbing  j  and  he  hid,  diiing  the 
night,  luflered  in  eomequence  ■  KTer*  ihiTering  for  i  long  time.  The  nieceating 
Bight  he  htd  fever  (Ijput  iii  liosn,  rf  which  he  iofwined  ui  when  we  nwhim  the 
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His  remaiuB  were  interred  in  tbe  Friends'  Burial  Groondt 
Little  Coleman-Btreet,  Bunbill-row,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  of 
the  same  month,  iq  a  decent  and  respectable  manner ;  but 
without  pomp,  diew,  or  unoeceisary  espence.  An  Euk^  «as 
pronounced  in  htmour  of  their  departed  Preudent,  be£>Te 
the  Philost^hical  Society,  on  the  29th  of  November,  by  T.  J. 
Pettigrew,  F.L.S.,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cellyer  also  coini»»- 
morsted  his  worth  umI  virtues,  in  an  anniversary  orati(»i. 

Thu«  died  at  an  advanced  age,  John  Coakley  Lettsom,  who 
had  been  assoeiated  t^th  no  fewer,  tlum  sixteen  foreign  Uni- 
vo^ties  aad  Sodedes ;  q^  was  an  active  member  of  most  of 
the  charitable  Jmtitutioiu,  .ia  or.  near  the ,  metropolis,  in 
re!^>ect  to  pra^on,  he  was  tall,  and  (^  a  spare  habit  of  body ; 
none  of  the  graces  were,  indeed,  visSde^  either  in  his  manners  or 
features  i  but  his  ey«  beamed  with  beievctUnc^  and  hia  <eoa- 
versation  exhibited  good  aettxe.  Yet,  on  the  otber-luuid,  to- 
wards the  latter  mdofhis  life,  it  must  be  frankly  allowed,  that 
he  displayed  but  little  prudence,  and  was  esceedidglydefident 
in  what  ia  usually  tinned  worldfy  veixlom.  Sdf-love^  howevN', 
is  eo  prevalent,  andqo  generala  passicoi,  that  thore b  but  little 


Dcitdtji  ha  wulhtDtridanlhrmDeb  mirae,  ud  lu  «ii[ecliled,  tliu  with dlflenltj be 
wilkeif  up  one  ptir  of  ttain.  Od  Iha  *rierDoaTi  oF  lUt  dxj  I  nlled  to  •«  him,  bat 
he  being  ei^ieed  with  hia  dtnghter,  1  itccUoed  tile  inTiatlon  into  ihe  paclom ;  ■ooo 
•fiemnk  he  wh  Gnt  tiihed  b;  Dr.  Babinpon  and  hii  friend  Williin  Nerrii,  Etn. 
tbeiorgeoD;  hii  complunt  wh  iheumuie,  wiih  Knee  degree  of  reiei,  which  lecmed 
to  indicUe  ■  need  Ibr  ihe  Uncet  |  but  on  prepirin;  fen  the  opentlon,  ■  fixbidding 
Ci79i]Ml»oiu  lofluDnution  prewnied  Itielf.  Hit  mntird  frtendi  were  nniemiiilng  id 
theii  ■tIcDduHW,  but  wen  vei;  woo  iadiiced  (o  ibink  hii  caie  neerlj  hopelin  :  Kti, 
tbflul  the  third  day  of  hit  illneu,  the  Doctor  bimielf  inthtuted  •  doubt  of  hie 
Kcorery  i  but  it  dae>  not  •eem  that  he  afieTwtrdi  mentioned  the  lubjert.  He  exionil 
■bout  half  put  fovi  on  Wedoeidi;  noming,  perlecily  ■eniible  to  the  lui,  tod  free 
from  pain.  H»ing  of  Uie  jrtn  been  much  fivouied  with  hh  fritndihip,  I  na 
oneoFthelut  ofhia  friends  who  had  an  opporlunilj  of  convening  wiOi  him.  Ats 
iMC  inlenriew,  he  Informed  me,  thai,  Telatiire  to  the  lo-moch-ijfced-of  ad^tioB  to 
bit  income,  the  pitadingt  before  the  Lord  Chancellor  were  all  conclnded,  and  ihat 
bb  Loidihip  wn  to  gire  hli  decree  on  the  matter  lliii  Term,  when  ha  ihonld  be  pat 
into  poaaeation  of  an  independence,  hr  bef  oiid  hii  wiihet )  bnl  that  the  imoQDt  had 
been  gn^df  eiifgerated  in  the  public  papera.  It  givea  me  eery  great  pleaanie  jiM 
taadd,  that,  the  rtrj  Ian  time  I  uw  him,  he  mentioned  the  cimimitincc  of  hi* 
anmcipating  a  nambai  of  ilara  when  he  waa  jonng,  and  what  happineaa  he  dknld 
fial,  alMvUhtliw  tDdu^iameBjrilioieoiihiiDairlj-acqDircdpaneasioiM.  JV.Abg. 
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danger  of  Imitatioa ;  and,  upcui  tbe  ^ol^  wh«i  wc  ccoisider 
his  transceDdant  humani^ ;  his  extensive  chaiitieB ;  Uie  eteadi- 
nessbfhisfriaidslups;  the  benignity  of  his  bciiaviour;  and  that 
gSDerous  and  uiut^^  philanthropy  with  which  he  was  con- 
tiaually  actuated :  k  is  impossible  to  withhold  our  applause 
and  admiration  tnaa  such  a  chaj«cter.  Mr.  Nichols,  to  whom 
he  was  wdl  known,  and  who  acted  as  his  coadjutor  on  many  oc- 
casioiu,  has  published  1^  following  testimony  of  his  worth : 

**  lliis  excell^it  man  was  an  Isradite  without  guile,  and 
roajr  truly  be  said  to  bare  carried  his  heart  in  his  hand.  From 
.  his  mideviating  friendship,  I  have  for  half  a  century,  detired 
many  of  the  most  grateful  and  rational  ei^oyments  of  my  life ; 
and  I  GUI  truly  aasert  ^lat  during  this  long  period  Dr. 
Lettsom  wax  an  omuuent  to  society,  the  hfaeral  &iend  to 
merit,  asd  aa  example  of  benevcdence  to  every  avraoe  of 
human  distresss." 

In  respect  to  his  tenets,  he  belonged  to  that  worthy  and 
xespeetable  class  of  metii  denoiometed  Quakers.  —  Like  Bar> 
clay,  he  addicted  himself  to  literature ;  and  like  Fenn,  he  was 
the  advocate  of  both  civil  and  religious  liberty.  With  a  noble 
seom  of  all  littie,  narrow,  and  contemptibie  notions,  his  bene- 
ficence extended  alike  to  Charcfamen  and  Sectarians;  to 
&eem«i  and  slaves ;  every  one,  accordmg  to  his  hberal 
notions,  appertained  to  Qie /riends,  who  displayed  kindness  . 
4l)d  hyinaai^  toward  his  fellow-creatures. 

Ilie  following  exIancC  from  his  "  Essay  on  Religious 
PcTKcutioQ,"  will  ccmrey  a  true  idea  of  this  part  i^  his 
character; 

"  Id  the  great  important  truilis  of  religion,  as  they  re^>ect 
the  mo«d  government  and  infinite  goodAees  of  a.  Supreme 
Be^g ;  ^id  the  adorable  and  humble  relation  between  the 
CreatOE  and  die  creature,  mankind  seem  genersUy  united ;  it 
is  in  subordinate  points  that  tbe  greatest  asperity  has  besQ 
nwiotained,  as  if  they  were  solely  css^itial  to  tlie  bappinesB 
of  mankind ;  whereas  a  just  consideration  of  the  universality 
of  the  Almighty's  goodness,  who  permits  all  sects  to  exist 
peacefdrfy  under  his  moral  ag^f^,  would  dispel  prejudice,  and 
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nibstitute  forbearance  and  concord.  For,  which  sect  dares 
to  arrogate  to  itself  the  only  true  religion,  and  thus  exclude 
the  judgmsit  and  principles  c^  2,999  other  societies?  By 
whose  agency  or  pemussion  do  all  these  societies  exist,  and 
find  happiness  in  their  respective  tenets  ?  —  By  Uie  wisdom  of 
the  Creator.  Well,  indeed,  might  it  bs  ^plied  to  the  narrow- 
ness or  luttemesa  of  a  sectary,  *  Thou  can'st  see  the  mote  in 
thy  brother's  eye,  but  wilt  not  ccmtonplste  the  beam  in  thy 
o*n.*, 

^'  The  more  we  scrutimze  into  natural  olngectB,  and  r^ect 
upon  their  existence  and  fermfttion,  the  more  forcibly  are  we 
compelled  to  conclude  dut  XnBnite  Wisdfnn  has  been  pleased 
to  create  and  constitute  such  an  incalculable  variety  around 
us,  that  no  two  things  were  ever  made  altke.  In  vain  would 
be  the  labour  of  that  man,  who  shoold  attempt  to  find  two  seeds, 
or  two  leaves,  exactly  similar ;  like  the  plodding  individosl, 
i*ho,  with  the  point  of  his  pen,  made  a  million  of  dots  on 
^per,  in  hope,  but  a  vain  hope  it  proved,  of  finding  two  of 
equal  form  and  dimensions ;  hence,  if  the  finger  of  the  Su- 
pr^ne  Architect  has  been  pleased  to  impress  aa  his  own 
works  an  endless  ^iriety,  not  only  in  the  outward  creation, 
but  likewise  in  the  sentient  principle :  is  it  not  imirious  tc  pet- 
secnte  for  difference  cS  a^xaxm,  or  modes  of  adoring  him, 
•  whose  wnys  are  smd  to  be  past  finding  out? 

'*  If  ai^  act  of  his  tntellcctnaL  creatures  could  add  to  bis 
felidty,  perhaps  no  combined  operation  of  ours  could  afford 
a  more  acceptable  oblation,  than  his  diversified  creation, 
moving  in  difierent  paths  to  the  altar  of  pnuse  and  thonka- 
^viog,  and  ultimately  uniting  in  one  centre  of  adoraticn. 

"  Of  his  intdlectual  creatures  in  this  globe  altm^  fifty 
thousand  die  every  day;  immense  as  this  number  is,  how 
diminative  must  it  appear,  were  contemplation  to  carry  the 
mind  to  r^ons  without  number,  in  the  expoiae  of  the 
heavens  I  *  and  what  aectari^  then  dare  to  limit  the  infiniQr  of 

*  Hnschell,  I  tUak,  hu  obKrved,  thU  in  on«  tuttf  of  fiOeen  dagTeci  of  bii  giax. 
idooope,  In  lb>t  part  oTdw  hnniu  nlted  the  MilkjWi]',  he  counted  Mune  (hoonniii  of 
«nn;  «iidir  m  ilknr  tb««,  uid  othen  wilhin  the  iwgs  of  the  e^,  Haun*  lO  other 
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liis  love,  and  preEumptuously  am^te  the  tide  of  a  chosen  tew 
to  themselves  I  What  idea  hare  they  of  that  Being,  who  ia 
equally  good  as  pover&l  I  If  fi%  thousand  souls  of  this 
globe,  this  grain  of  sand  in  the  -visible  creation,  daily  past  from 
time  to  eternity,  are  there  not  mansions  prepared  in  Our 
Father's  house  BuSdent  &>r  their  recqition  7" 

While  Dr.  Lettsom  was  generous  and  braeficent  to  odiers, 
he  himself  was  not  entirely  forgotten  by  those  who  knew  hit 
merits.  The  late  Mr.  Charles  Dilly  left  a  l^acy  to  him  of 
500/. ;  while  Dr.  Anthony  Fother^ll,  in  addition  to  his  silver 
medal  of  Capt  Cook,  and  his  gold  stop  watch,  t^ro- 
priated  the  sum  of  1 0OOl,  towards  the  expence  of  selecting  and 
publishing  his  works,  both  of  which  were  to  be  accomplished 
under  the  superintendance  of  his  "  worthy  and  learned  phy- 
sician." 

'But  alas !  how  uncertain  is  the  tenure  erf'  human  IQe,  for 
before  this  could  be  accomplished,  the  subject  of  this  me~ 
moir  was  hims^  snatched  away,  without  beang  able  ^ther 
to  reap  any  benefit  from,  or  accomplish  the  wishes  (rf*  the 
testator. 

List  c^  the  Works  of  Dr.  Lettsom,  arranged  under  distinct 
heads. 

I- 

Medicine,  Botany,  ^c. 

1.  Obs^rationes  ad  Historiam  Tlieas  pertmentes;  -an  inau- 
gural dissertation,  composed  for  his  de^ee  at  Leyden.  Lug> 
Bat.  1769. 

2.  Natural  History  of  the  Tee  Tree,  4to.  1772.  Second 
edition,  with  five  plates,  1779;  containing  observatitms  on  the 
medical  qualities  and  effects  of  Tea-drinking. 

3.  The  Naturalist  and  Traveller's  Companion.  A  new 
edition,  bang  the  4th,  is  now  preparing  by  Mr.  Pettigrew.  1816. 


wnldi,  aU  iolnlHUd  K-mding  to  Dirioc  Wlidoni,  innlcnUblc  miUiani  of  bcingi  miui 
eveij  Boreiesi  of  time  be  trivelling  lomidi  ihe  he«™  of  huTCiu,  the  pan  rmyptaut 
of  'iBCdniprebenaibU  cKcetlfitn ! 
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4.  U^ections  on  the  General  Tfeatment  and  Cure  of  Fevers, 
Svo.  1772. 

'  5.  Medical  Memoirs  of  the  General  Dispensary  of  London, 
Svo.  1774. 

6.  Improvement  of  Medidne  in  London,  on-  die  bads  of 
Public  Good,  Svo.  1775. 

7.  flistofy.  <rf  the  Origin  of  Medicine  and  of  the  State  of 
physic  prior  to  the  Trojan  War ;  an  oration  delivered  befme 
the  Medical  Society  of  London,  4ta  1 778. 

N.  B.  TliiB  comprehends  only  one  chapter  of  the  in- 
tended work;  which  was  to  conEiit  of  nine  distinct 
,  periods: — 

The  Erst  is  termed  "  The  Period  of  Natural  and  Fa- 
bulous Medicine ;" 

The  second,  which  was  to  end  with  the  Peloponnenan 
.AVar,  at  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  was  to  havb  be^  deno- 
minated "  Empiricism  from  Necessity;" 

The  third,  extending  one  hmidred  and  forCy-MX  years 
before  Christ  —  "  Dogmatism ;"  ' 

The  fourth,  to  the  time  of  Augustus  —  "  Professed  Em- 


The  fifth,  ending  with  Galen  -~ "  Methodism,"  or 
"  Methodical ,-" 

The  sixth,  from  Galen  to  Paracelsus  —  •*  Peripatetic 
Dogmatism ;" 

The  seventh,  from  Paracelsus  to  Harvey  —  "  C^anicsi 
D<^matism  ;'* 

The  eighth,  from  Harvey  to  Boerhaave  — "  The  Me- 
chanical Dogmatism ;" 

And  the  ninth,  from  Boerhaave  to  the  present  time  — 
"  General  Dogmatism." 

8.  Observations  preparatory  to  the  Use  of  Dr.  Mayersbach's 
Medicines ;  with  a  portrait  of  the  Water  Doctor,  from  Temers, 
Svo.  1776. 

9.  A  Letter  to  Sir  Robert  Baker,  Kdight,  F.  B.  SL,  and 
Greorge  Stackpole,  Esq.  upon  General  Inoculation,  1 779.  ito. 


Dcillizedoy  Google 


DR.  LETTSOH. .  3^7 

10.  The  works  of  John  Fothergill,  M.D.  3  vols.  8vo.,  and 
1  vol.  4to.  178«. 

11.  Observations  on  Human  Dissecdone,  Svo,  1788. 

1 2.  Hints  respeeting  the  Cblorosu  of  Boerding  Schools, 
8m  1795. 

13.  Apology,  &C.  respectmg  Variolous  and  Vaccme  Ino- 
(filiation. 

14.  Address  to  Parents  and  Guardians  on  this  sulgect 

15.  Observations  on  Baron  Dinudale's  Remarks  OD  Inocula- 
tion, 8vo.  1 779.    ' 

16.  Answer  to  Baroo  Dhnsdal^  8vo.  1779. 

1 7.  Flan  for  Inoculating  the  Poor  at  home,  Bro.  1 779. 

18.  Hortus  Uptomensis,  or  a  Catalogue  of  Dr.  Potherb's. 
Plants. 

II. 


1.  Rccolleclions  of  Dr.  Rash,  1815.  8to. 

2.  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  John  Fothergill,  M.  D.  Svo. 

3.  Memmrs  of  Dr.  William  Gumming,  with  several  pf  his 
Letters;  subjoined  to  the  fourth  edition  of  the  above  work. 

i.  Life  of  Ciqitain  Carver,  prefixed  to  his  Travels,  which 
were  edited  hj  Dr.  Lettsom. 

5.  A  Memoir  of  Mr.  William  Hewson,  the  Lecturer,  pub- 
hshed  in  part  L  (^  voL  i,  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Bath  So- 
dety. 

6.  A  Mranoir  of  Dr.  James  Johnstone  of  Worcester ;  ditto. 

7.  A  Memoir  of  Jacques  Barbeu  Dubourg,  Professor  of  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine  at  Paris, 

in. 

Miscellaneous  and  Furtive  Pieces. 

1.  ATaii^ofPaper»intheT>ansactionsoftbeR<^  Society; 

2. — the  Bath  Society; 

3. the  Medical  Socie^; 

V* 
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4.  Letters,  Plans,  Addresses,  &c.  in  the  GeDtlsman's  Ma- 
gazine. 

i.  Village  Society,  a  sketch,   1800. 

6.  HUtolyrftome-bftheEfecta  of  Hard  Drinking,  1789. 

7.  Hints  far  jmwioting  a  Bee  Sodety.  Two  editions, 
1796.  8to. 

8.  AScde  of  Health,  originally  circulatled  c»i  a  half  sheet 
offfflper;  the  hint  from  Dr.  Rush. 

9.  An  acooimt  of  the  Culture  of  the  MaogdWorzel;  trans- 
lated frtan  the  French.    Fourth  edition,  1788. 

The  following  articles  hare  been  cdlected  and^ublished  in 
three  handsome  Tolumei,  8vo.  with  plates,  1816. 

'Hints  respecting  the  immediate  Effects  of  Pover^. 

respecting  the  Distresses  of  the  Poor,  in  1794,  1795. 

'  concerning  the  Sodety  for  bettering  the  Condition  of 
the  Poor. 

'  '—  concerning  the  Society  for  the  discharge  aqd  relief  of 
Persons  impriscHied  for  Small  Debts. 

;  respecting  the  Female  Character,  and  a  Repository 

for  Female  Industry. 

for  the  Prevrotion  and  Cure  of  Infectious  Fevers. 

respecting  a  Samaritan  Society. 

respecting  Crimes  and  Punishments. 

respecting  Wills  and  Testameiits. 

respecting  a  Village  Society. 

respecting  the  Support  and  Education  of  the  Deaf 

and  Dumb  Children  of  the  Poor. 

respecting  the  Employment  of  the  Blind. 

^—  respecting  the  Monument  to  John  Howard. 

Jbr  establishing  a  Society  for  promoting  useful  Lite-   • 

rature. 

■   ■     to  Mast^  and  Mistresses  respecting  Female  Serrants. 

respectJBg  Religious  Persecution. 

. — -  rei^iecting  Humane  Sodeties. 
— '• —  respecting  the  Cow  Pox. 
'——  addressed  to  Card  Parties. 
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Hints  for  the  Educfttion  of  the  Poor. 

respectiiig  a  New  Genend  DiBpaiB&ry. 

respecting  tlie  Kte  o{  a  Mad  Dog. 

■  — —  for  establishing  a  Sea-Bathing  Infinnaiy. 

respecting  the  Establishmoit  of  a  Medical  Society  in 

LondtHL 
respecting  a  Substitute  for  Wheat  Bread. 
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No.  XIII. 
Memoies  of  the  Life  of  JOHN  COURTENAY,  Esg- 

rOKMEBLT  M.  P.  FOR  TBE  BOROUOBG  OF  TAHWOBTU  AND  APFLKBVt 
SBCBBTART  TO  THE  HASTES  OENKRAI,  OF  TH2  OROHAKCB)  A  LORD 
OF  THE  TREASURYi  &C.  &C. 

1  HIS  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  in  which  country  he 
was  bom,  about  the  year  1711.  Althou^  he  had  received  a 
good  education,  was  a  man  of  letters,  and  kept  the  best  com- 
'  pany  her^  it  was  not  very  difficult,  in  consequence  of  his  ipro- 
mmciation,  to  discover  the  place  of  his  birth ;  which  speared 
^dent  indeed,  at  the  very  first  interview  to  the  writer  of 
this  article. 

The  noble  English  iamily  of  Courtenay,  once  possessed  im- 
mense estates  in  Ireland,  most,  if  not  all  of  which,  hare  been 
lately  disposed  of.  The  ancestors  of  this  gentleman  are  said 
to  have  constituted  a  junior  branch ;  and  they  were  doubtless, 
induced  by  the  consideration  of  either  possessing,  or  the  hope 
(^  obtaining,  some  proper^  there  also,  to  settle  in  the  sister 
Kingdom.* 

Being  gay,  young,  volatile,  and  borrowing  all  his  ideas 
from  a  nation  confessedly  of  a  warlike  disposition  and  charac- 
ter, the  army  became  the  sul^ect  both  of  his  early  choice,  and 
his  ambition.  Another  direction,  however,  was  soon  given  to 
his  talents,  in  consequence  of  his  acquaintance  with  a  noble- 
man, whose  patronage  not  only  conferred  a  brighter  colour  on 
his  hopes,  but  gave  a  different  impulse  to  his  views. 

Whatever  acddentf  mi^t  have  made  Mr.  Courtenay  known 

*  Mr.  Couneua;  u  lud  to  hue  been  ntphev  by  hii  moilier'*  lide  to  llia  lue  E«l 
if  Bdm. 

t  1  bate  been  lately  auured  by  one  uf  Mr.  Covneiuy'i  Iriendi,  that  ha  fint  mad* 
luEuelf  Lnown  to  Eail  Towiulieiid,  by  an  anouymoot  dffencc  of  that  Doblemao,  in 
hia  Viceregal  cipuity.  Laid  T.  who  >a>  at  Ent  ray  nnpopnlai  in  Ireland,  vai  h> 
ptcaaad  wiih  tbii  iutaoec  of  Tolonta/y  leal,  that  be  found  out  Uic  author,  and  daemed 
it  politic  to  attach  him  to  lUa  interot.— Es. 
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to  tJie  first  Marquis  Townslwnd,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  bnt 
that  his  good  humour,  hia  facetiousness,  his  convivial  talents, 
and  his  kindred  taste  for  poetry,  not  only  for  a  while  fascinated, 
but  during  many  years  actually  fixed  the  iriendship  of  that  no- 
bleman. 

This  witty,  singular,  and  accomplished  person,  then  George 
Viscount  Townshend,  was  nominated  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land in  1767;  and  held  that  office  until  1772,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Simon,  Earl  of  Harcourt.  During  this  period, 
Mr.  Courtenay,  from  being  first  only  a- visitor,  soon  became  a 
constant  guest,  and  finally,  a  resident  at  the  Castle.  He  formed 
an  essential  ingredient  at  all  the  entertainments,  and  in  all  the 
convivial  parties  of  this  nobleman,  who  was  hospitable  even  to 
profusion ;  and  after  being  exceedingly  hated  at  first,  at  length 
became  a  great  favourite  with  the  Irish  nation.  During  his 
administration,  our  young  officer  held  an  official  situation  under 
His  Excellency,  and  on  his  return,  either  accompanied,  or  fol- 
lowed him  to  England. 

Lord  Townshend  had  not  only  been  bred  a  military  man, 
but  distinguished  himself  for  his  talents  as  an  ofiBcer,  during 
that  memorable  war  in  America,  which  added  Canada  to  the 
British  possessions  on  that  Continent ;  he  was  also  present  at 
that  battle  whith  gave  to  our  army  the  possession  of  Qudiec ; 
and  although  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  he  was  but 
third  in  conunand;  yet,  towards  its  conclusion,  in  consequence 
of  the  death  rf  Wolfe,  and  the  wound  received  by  Moackton, 
he  found  all  the  British  forces  committed  to  his  charge. 

To  this  nobleman,  soon  after  his  recall  fi-om  Ireland,  the  im- 
portant office  of  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance  was  com- 
mitted ;  and  on  this  occasion  he  did  not  forget  his  friend  and 
fiutbfiil  adherent,  Captain  Courtenay,  *ho  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed his  official  secretary.  Not  content  with  this,  means  of  a 
peculiar  naturewere  recurred  to'for  bringing  Jrim  into  the  Eng- 
lish House  of  Commons.  He  was  accordingly  nominated  to 
represent  the  borough  of  Tamworth,  in  the  fifteenth  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  which  assembled  on  October  1,  1780:  lus 
colleague  was  Mr.  Chamier,  Deputy  Secretary  at  War.    He 
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was  re-cliosen  three  years  after,  on  an  occaswm  that  coiild  not 
but  be  particularly  agreeable ;  -for  at  that  period,  be  was  made 
Surveyor  of  the  Ordnance,  a  po»t  (^  some  consideration ;  on 
which,  a  new  writ  was  issued  April  S^  In  die  sixteenth  ahd 
seventeenth  Parliaments  (1781  and  1790),  of  Great  Britunt 
we  find  him  sitting  ibr  the  same  plac^  in  cmjunctioB,  first  with 
Mr.  Calvert,  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Chamberlfun ;  and  next  with 
Mr.,  now  Sir  Robert  Peele,  Baronet,  then,  as  at  present,  a  cele- 
brated manufacturer,  and  &ther  to  the  Irish,  secretary. 

After  this,  he  appears  to  have  been  difl^rently  situated,  beii^ 
diected  for  another  borough,  one,  indeed,  more  congenial  to 
his  feeUngs :  for,  at  the  general  election  in  1 797,  he  was  ap- 
pdnted  a  burgess  for  Appleby,  in  coujnncticm  with  theHcmour-.- 
able  John  Tufton,  brother  to  the  Earl  <^  Thanet,  wboee  family 
is  supposed  to  have  B<Hne  influence  there.  In  die  first  Impe- 
rial Parliament  *,  he  was  returned  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Adiur, 
afterwards  Minist^  at  Constantinople ;  and  in  the  secondf, 
and  thirds,  he  bad  Su:  PhiUp  Frands,  K.  B.  for  his  col- 
league. 

We  diall  now  endeavour  to  convey  some  idea  of  his  conduct 
as  a  Sfinator.  At  the  period  in  which  he  first  appeared  in  tJiis 
ciqwcity,  we  were  mgaged  in  a  war,  which  appears  neither  in 
reqiect  to  brilliancy  or  success,  to  have  resembled  the  late  one. 
Our  OHitest  with  America  soon  exhibited  a  hopeless  and  a 
foriom  aspect;  and  when  France  and  Spun  joined  in  the 
struf^e  aguDst  us,  the  further  continuance  of  hostilitie»  ap- 
peared to  be  impolitic  in  the  extreme.  Vet,  part  of  the  i^tion, 
and  the  Ministers  in  particular,  deemed  this  s  notable  c^pw- 
tuni^  for  renewing  our  exertions,  and  eiqiending  more  blood 
and  treasure  I 

Themember  fbrTamwortb,  who  had  recentiybecome  s  place- 
man, was  of  course  expected  to  vote  with  administration;  but 
we  shall  see,  that  instead  of  implicitiy  comnuttb^  himself,  he  in 
a  bold  and  manly  manner,  explicitiy  avowed  his  enmity  to  the 
original  measures  of  the  very  ministers  under  whom  he  served  ; 

■  MetFebiiwrj  3,  1301.  f  ^<'''  ^t  1*^-  I  ^^-  l^i  1*0^- 

Dcillizedoy  Google 


aoHN  CODRTENAT,  ESQ.  3S3 

while  he  at  the  same  time  thongfat  thf^t  the .  honour  of  his 
(Xtuntry  demanded  sdll  further  sacrifices,  in  order,  if  possible, 
to  humble  our  ancient  enemies. 

On  rising  immediately  after  his  countryman,  Mr.  Burke,  he 
'  expressed  his  fear,  that  all  he  could  say,  in  respect  to  one  point, 
had  been  anticipated  by  that  celebrated  orator ;  and  that  in 
respect  to  another,  who  spoke  early  in  the  debate  (Mr.  Wil- 
liam Htt),  he  was  at  once  charmed  and  affected  by  bis  sin- 
gular eloquence. 

"  His  splendid  diction,  his  manly  elocuti<Hi,  his  brilliant 
periods,  his  pcrinted  l<^c,  conveyed  in  torrents  of  .r^d  and 
impressive  eloquence^  brought  strongly  to  his  recollection  that 
accomplished  and  ^called  statesman,  whose  memory  will  prove 
for  ever  dear  to  his  ^>plauding  country.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  in  poswssioQ  of  a  pre-eminence  resulting  from  his 
own  superior  abilities.  Yet  still  the  name  of  his  exalted  &ther 
bedecked  what  did  Hot  stand  in  need  of  ornament,  and  coT»'ed 
him  with  a  redoubled  lustre. 

"  At  this  disastrous  momeat  the  House  of  Commons  was 
called  upon,  by  the  proposed  address,  to  snj^tort  the  just  and 
necessary  war  in  which  we  were  engaged,  against  the  onited 
force  of  Francs  and  Spain,  and  against  America  as  their  ally. 
It  was  a  war  of  necessity,  of  cruel  and  dire  necessity,  on  which 
jprinciple  alone  he  would  attempt  to  justify  it.  If  there  was  a 
hop^  a  gleam  of  hope^  that  by  acknowlAlging  the  ind^ten- 
dencs  of  Aipyriiii,  she  omild  be  detsched  fivm  France,  it  would 
demand  the  serious  attention  i^  the  House  whether  such  terms 
should  not  be  granted.  'Baou^  the  endearing  and  heart-felt 
names  of  colonies  and  mother-country  should  no  longer  exist, 
_  yet  great  commercial,  great  national  advantages  would  be 
derived  &om  an  union  between  peq>le  naturally  connected  by 
the  same  langut^  manners,  and  religion,  and  both  injured 
by  the  same  ardent  i^rit  of  liberty;  great  and  essential  be* 
ncfits  mi^t  be  mutually  recaved  by  both  countries,  cemoited 
by  a  federal  union ;  and  Britain,  on  such  a  liberal  and  enlarged 
syston'  of  policy,  might  again  bectnne  a  powerful  and  pros- 
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perouB  nation,  the  envy  of  Europe,  and  the  admiration  of  the 
world !" 

Mr.  Courtensy  next  observed,  "  that  much  had  becm  aaid  oa 
the  American  war,  and  that  he  vras  ever  ready  to  avow  his  s«i- 
timents  oa  that  sutgect ;  he  had  always  thought  the  war  neither 
wise,  politic,  nor  expedient :  on  eveiy  occasion,  when  that  vw 
had  become  the  sul^ect  of  conversation,  he  had  very  frady, 
perhaps  sometiQies  indiBcreetly,  declared  hie  opinion,  insigni- 
iicant  as  it  was ;  yet  still  the  sentiments  of  the  meanest  in- 
dividual, in  B  free  country,  <«)  a  great,  interesting,  ctmstitu- 
tjonal,  questicoi,  were  <^  some  amsequence.  Oa  the  first  day 
whm  be  had  the  honour  of  speaking  in  that  House  he  ^- 
preseed  the  same  sentiments,  and  to  these  be  always  sbouhl 
adhere.  He  had  voted.  £»■  ike  address  on  the  explaoatiiHi  of 
ministers  who  had  risen  in  tbeir  place*,  ex^ijiitly  dedaiing 
that  the  House  was  not  pledged,  Bor  meant  to  be  drawn  in 
by  the  words  c^tbat  address,  (rhidj  to  some  geitl^nen  wemed 
so  very  exceptionable,)  to  carry  on  the  .war,  ibr  the  declared 
purpose  of  subjugating  America,  but  (Hi  gw«ral  terms  to  pro- 
secute that  just  and  neoessary  War  in  which  we  we^ei^aged, 
in  the  most  efifectual  mamter,  for.  -  the  «A&ty  Mid  -  horarar  of 
Orcat  Britain,  and  the  protectii^  of  His  MfQW^s  iknniiuoasj* 

Mr.  Courtenay  add^"  that.  bedi^t^WWed  of  .the  ytafse  t^ 
despcKidence;  that  beU'^ted  th^re  .wai|  w  dasti^tyiu  a  Britidi 
mind  which  would  always  r^  in  pra|>ortion  to  d»  pressure  of 
calamity;  but  that  he  vas  nufviEcd  aod-  mortified  to  hear  * 
noUe  Ixwd  (Mu%rave)  cf  the  AdsHnttty  assert,  as  an  apology 
icff  the  acknowledged  in&n<«Jty  of  the  BcUiah  fleet,  at  this 
«wful  m<«ient)  that  France^  from  her  peat  ceeouFces,  was 
enabled  to  nuuntain  a  superior  fleet;  and  tiiat  in  theTc^^ns  tif 
Kii)g  William  and  Querak  Anne,  she  actually  was.-theD  abo, 
W  the  mjoym^t  of  this  important  snperiori^. 

"  U  Jhere  was  truth  in  bis  voice  it  soosded  the  fimesal  ka^ 
of  Bntain*  and  might  well  aiqwl  the  ears  of  the  peqde.  But 
he  W9B  bai^  tQ  perceive  that  the  asterticai  was  not  finmded 
iqxm  ind^putabla  Authority;  that  i^_wM  eoQtiadicted  by  his- 
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torical  iacte;  and  that  the  noble  "Lord  who  made  it  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  the  glorious  annals  of  his  profession;  he 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  the  action  of  La  Hogue,  where  the 
marine  of  France  received  a  blow  from  which  it  has  nevw^ 
recovered ;  he  seemed  to  h&ve  forgott^i  that  memorable  en- 
gagem^t  where  British  valour  was  so  vwy  conspicuous,  that 
King  James,  in  the  exultation  of  his  heart,  losing  sight  ef  his 
own  situation,  and  regardless  that  every  hope  was  blasted  by 
the  d^trucUon  of  that  fleet  intoided  to  restore  him  to  his 
throne ;  forgetting  every  circumstance,  at  least  for  one  moment, 
except  that  he  was  an  Englishman,  (the  only  recollection,  and 
indeed  the  only  moment  of  his  life  which  merits  an  eulogium,) 
burst  out  into  this  generous  exclamation,  when  he  taw  the 
seamen  in  swarms  scrambling  up  the  high  sides  of  the  French 
ships  from  their  boats :  '  Ah,  none  but  my  brave  English  oould 
p^onn  so  brave  an  action !' 

**  The  Boble  Lord,  when  he  made  the  assertion,  must  have 
forgottai  the  acti<Hi  off  Malaga,  when  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel 
dc&ated  the  French  fleet,  though  superior  to  him  in  number  of 
guns  and  men,  as  well  as  in  weight  of  metal.  The  noble  Lord 
must  have  forgott^i  the  conjunct  expeditions  which  were  car- 
ried on  in  those  reigns ;  the  reduction  of  Barcdona  and  Gi- 
braltar, that  could  not  have  been  effected  without  maintaining 
that  superiority  at  sea,  on  which  the  very  existence  of  this 
country .d^Knds.  The  ruin  of  the  colonies  and  commerce  o£ 
France,  the  destruction  of  her  marine,  the  absolute  annthilaticm 
of  her  naval  power  at  the  conclusion  of  every  war  in  whidi  she 
has  been  engaged  with  this  country  since  the  Revolution,  are 
die  miortifying  topics  cm  which  her  most  eminent  poUtical 
writers  have  displayed  their  talents  and  ingenuity ;  while  the 
naval  sup^ority  of  Brit^,  (from  her  insular  situation,)  has 
'  been  ever  paAetically  lamented  by  French  patriots,  as  the 
£ital  check  to  the  ambition  and  splendour  of  their  country. 

"  Le^  not,  then,  either  the  glorious  rei^  of  King  William, 
or  the  triumphant  reign  of  ^een  Anne,  be  quoted  as  a  pre- 
cedent to  a^pi^offze  'for  the  present  inferiority  (A  the  British 
navy.    Let  not  the  mranory  «f  Whig  uumi^rs  suffer  by  smk 
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an  injurious  ntppoaition!  It  would  be  presumptuous  in  him 
to  pcant  out  any  reasons  for  the  present  avowed  and  disgracefhl 
infeiiori^  of  the  BritUi  6eet.  He  would  only  say  thatit  could 
not  be  juitified  by  precedoits,  and  least  of  all  by  those  drawn 
bom  the  glorious  reign  of  King  William,  and  the  triumphant 
reign  of  Queen  Anne." 

Mr,  Courtenay  concluded  by  obserring:  **  that  no  man 
could  lament  more  than  he  did  the  disastrous  event  in  Virginia : 
he  had  listened  with  indignation  to  invidious  comparisons 
which  had  arisen  daring  die  allusionE  to  this  alarming  strc^e. 
Earl  Comwallis  fell  (unassisted  and  unsupported,  ]  not  ignobly ; 
but  by  the  united  arms  of  France  and  America ;  not  in  the 
pride  of  presumption,  by  the  hue  and  cry  of  the  peasantry ;  or 
by  thejxuwcvnutofos  of  the  country.  N(^  he^  admired  and 
req>ected  hy  die  enemy,  and  his  chains  were  wreathed  with 
]aurels !"  lie  honourable  gendeman  concluded,  ther^rc^ 
"  by  wishing  that  he  might  live  to  receive  the  reward  of  his 
valour  &om  the  bands  of  a  deserving  and  gracious  King.  Ilie 
gallant  Lord  was  an  omamait  to  his  profession ;  and  he  would 
add  a  lustre  to  the  highest  digni^  which  could  be  con&rred 
upon  him ;  while  the  sacred  and  applauding  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple would  saJictify  the  choice  of  their  sovereign," 

Ve  6nd  him  also,  about  this  period,  busily  employed  in 
'defending  the  ccnduct  of  the  ordnance-board,  as  well  as  that 
c^ his  noble  fiiend  who  presided  over  it;  and  when  the  names 
d  the  o[^>oation  are  recollected,  it  must  be  owned  that  it 
was  no  common  tadc  to  rebut  charges  at  once  urged  and 
adorned  by  all  die  powers  of  eloquence,  while  an  applauding 
pei^le  re-echoed  every  accusadon  from  one  end  of  the  empire 
to  another. 

The  ministers  were  at  this  time  accused  of  having  con- 
structed useless  fortificaUons  at  Portsmouth,  Plymoudi,  and 
Qiatham ;  and  that,  too,  by  those  very  men  who  soon  after 
consented  to  die  eiqienditure  of  many  millicms  tm  die  same 
account,  onder  the  auspices  of  another  master-general.  It 
also  came  out  in  the  course  of  ddiate,  diat  the  powder  fiir- 
nishsd  to  Admiral  Barrington  was  notoriously  defective  as 
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the  shot  fired  at  the  enemy  fell  short,  while  their  cannop-ballB 
flew  oTer  the  mast-heads  of  the  British  squadron. 

The  tumult  occasioned  by  the  mention  of  this  fact  was,  how- 
ever, quelled  by  the  secretary,  who  tad  lately  set  the  House 
in  a  roar  of  laughter,  by  comparing  some  of  the  adverse  party 
with  Serjeant  Kite,  in  the  Recruiting  Officer;  they  "  eat,"  says 
he,  "  ravelines  for  breakfast,  and  pick  their  teeth  with  palli- 
sadoes !" 

He  now  obviated  the  charge  adduced  on  the  part  of  Colond 
Barrel  by  stating  that  the  powder  in  question  was  French,  and 
not  English,  having  been  shipped  at  New  York ;  and  added, 
that  it  was  afterwards  exchanged,  on  being  proved  defective^ 

But  the  batteries  of  the  minority  had  become  by  this  time 
too  koi,  and  their  gunpowder  too  strong,  for  the  ministry,  who 
were  now  obliged  to  retire.  .  We  accordingly  find  the  subject 
of  this  memoir  occupying  a  seat  on  the  opposition-bench,  and 
making,  instead  of  r^>el1itig,  charges. 

This  event  occurred  in  oonse^ence  of  the  resignation  of 
Xiord  North,  who,  finding  the  people  weary  of  Ae  war,  and 
a  mt^rity  collected  against  him  in  the  House  of  Commoos, 
had  thought  fit  to  withdraw.  As  be  was  greatly  beloved* 
however,  and  was  still  surrounded  in  hie  retreat  by  a  host 
of  adherents,  he  eomi  became  extremely  formidable  to  Uie  new 


Lord  Townshend  and  Mr.  Courtenay  accompanied  him  into 
retirement ;  and  the  Duke  o£  Richmond  was  now  made  Mas- 
ter General,  in  which  ofBce,  he  some  years  after  afibrded  an 
ample  (^portunity  for  attack,  by  his  large  expenditure,  and 
extravagant  plans  relative  to  internal  fortifications.  The  Op- 
poffition  cont^ided,  that  die  sums  wasted  at  Chatham  and 
Portsmouth  would  have  fitted  out  a  fieet  superior  to  that  of 
die  enemy ;  and  that,  if  his  new  projects  were  carried  into  ex- 
ecution, the  British  navy  would  not  only  be  crippled,  but  an> 
uihilated,  as  England  was  totally  incapable  of  such  expeu^ve 
exertions,  both  by  land  and  by  sea,  at  one.  and  the  some  tidie. 

Fortunately  both  for  them  and  the  nation,  they  obtained,  at 
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this  peribd,  the  assistance  of  an  officer"  of  eng^eers,  who  at- 
tacked the  nev  Master-General  in  an  able  and  intelligent  pam- 
phlet,'which  finally  settled  that  great  problem  on  whi^  th« 
question  of  Jbrtificadons  turned,  by  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
nation  to  the  gulph  before  them.  The  Duke  was  incapable, 
in  his  printed  answer,  to  contend  with  this  scientiiic  subaltern, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  House  of 
Commons  at  length,  by  a  memorable  vote,  which  was  carried 
by  the  casting  rote  of  the  i^)eaker,  put  an  end  to  all  the  schemei 
of  a  nobleman  who  had  acquired  the  name  of  "  Uncle  Toby." 
It  is  painful  to  add,  that  the  gentleman  in  question  was  aBow- 
ed  to  &11  a  sacrifice ;  for  he  was  obliged  to  resign  his  empl<^- 
mrait,  and  has  never  since  been  restored  to  the  sendee  ! 

Lord  Townshend  joined  with,  and  formed  part  of  the  coali- 
tion-administration. Sckin  after,  Mr,  Coiirtenay  supported 
Mr.  Fox's  celebrated  India  bill ;  and  this  measure  proving  fit- 
t«l  to  the  new  administration,  both  of  them  retired  once  more 
into  private  life.  Hie  cotiR  was  prejudiced  against  the  late 
ministers,  on  account  of  an  attempt  to  diminish  the  influence 
of  the  crown ;  —  the  cation,  in  ctHisequencc  of  the  junction  of 
the  oppugner  of  the  American  war,  with  the  ostensible  autbw 
t^  that  long,  expensive,  and  sanguinary  contest  t 

In  I?84,  we  find  the  member  for  Tamworth  opposing  iSr, 
Pitt's  commutation  act,  which  he  appositely  compared  with 
the  gabelU,  or  tax  then  lud  upon  salt  in  France ;  every  roan 
bang  obliged  ta  take,  and  pay  for  a  certain  quantity,  whether 
he  used  it  or  not. 

In  1786,  as  has  been  already  slated,  he  bc^dly  and  warmly 
opposed  the  ruinous  plans  of  internal  fertifications  proposed 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond;  and  in  1788,  be  was  considered  a 
man  of  snch  ctnuequence,  that  his  name  was  added  to  the  list 
of  the  committee  for  the  impeachment  of  Warren  Hayings, 
late  Governor  General  of.  Bengal. 

WheD'  the  estimate  of  the  ordnance  was  proposed  to  be 
voted  in  1788,  Mr.  Conrtenay  once  niore  animadverted  with 

•  Opt.  GlaPDie. 
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connderaUe  sereri^,  uptm  a  plan  formeii  l^  Uie  Duke  of 
Richmond,  tfaen  Master-Oeneral,  for  rainng  a  corps  of  artifi- 
cere,  who  were  to  be  subject  to  military  law,  biitmcted  in  the 
duties  of  a  soldier,  and  not  admitted  into  the  service  under  the 
height  of  five  feet  tai  inches.  He  ridiculed  with  a  hiqipy  ef- 
fect the  idea  "  of  estimating  the  merit  of  bticklsyers,  not  fa^ 
their  skill  in  their  respective  trades,  but  by  their  we ; "  and 
observed,  "  that  the  Master-Oeneral  expected  men  who  could 
earn  half-a-crown  per  diem  at  their  respective  trades,  to  oilist 
for  less  than  one-third  of  the  money,  in  the  double  capacity  of 
artificers  and  soldiers."  This  was  afterwards  made  the  subject 
of  a  motion  oTcensure  by  Mr.  Sheridan. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1789,  when  the  estimates  came  h^ 
fore  the  House,  he  again  took  occadon  to  deliver  his  opinion. 

"  Mr.  Courtenay  said,  he  was  acquainted  with  the  custom- 
ary practice  of  the  board  c^  ordnance,  at  least  some  years  since. 
That  it  had  been  usual  fcHT  the  board  to  have  a  plan  and  eif 
tunates  of  every  new  work  sutmiitted  to  them.  I^  in  the  pre^ 
sent  instance,  the  same  mode  were  adopted,  it  woukl  be  aH 
easy  matter  to  «ibmit  the  estimate,  at  least,  to  Parliament  If 
the  noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  ordnance  acted 
without  estimates,  undoubtedly  the  House  could  not  ^pect  to 
have  an  estimate  laid  on  the  taUe,  but  must  proceed,  if  th^ 
proceeded  at  all,  to  follow  the  noble  Duk^  and  take  their  . 
chance  of  the  ultimate  amount.  He  thought  the  Chancelkv 
of  the  Exchequ^  supposed  the  probable  sum  to  be  ftom  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  to  two  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

"  He  reminded  the  House,  that  two  or  three  years  ago  the 
noble  Duke  ^plied  for  leave  to  fortify  Plymouth  and  Ports- 
mouth ;  and  much  the  same  arguments  in  support  of  the  pro- 
ject, were  urged  then,  as  had  been  that  day  advanced.  The 
first  sum  asked  was  a  specific  one ;  the  House  wished  to  have 
it  more  critically  ascertained,  and  remanded  the  consideration 
to  the  Board  of  Ordnance ;  the  second  sum  asked  was  much 
larger :  the  House  was  not  yet  satisfied,  but  desired  that  the 
matter  mig^t  be  r^rred  to  »  board  of  general  officers.  In 
tbeir  report,  a  still  more  considerable  sum  was  stated  as  neces- 
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sary :  —  a  dear  proof  how  little  mere  assertion,  on  the  part  of 
the  Ordnanco'Board,  was  to  be  relied  on.  Mere  assertion 
was  certainly  no  fit  ground  for  Parliament  to  proceed  upon. 

"  If  the  plan  before  the  Board  of  Ordnance  was  really  the 
plan  of  the  engineers,  who  were  to  execute  the  works  in  the 
West  lodies,  Mr.  Courtenay  declared  he  should  have  the  bet- 
ter opinion  of  it ;  but,  unfortunately,  all  llie  plans  of  fortifica' 
tion  lately  submitted  to  parliament,  were  notoriously  the  plans 
of  the  notde  Duke  himself  and  the  enginen^  were  merely  left 
to  execute  diem.  As  a  proof  of  that,  Mr,'  Courtenay  said,  he 
would  mention  a  fiict.  He  remembered  that  an  engineer  was 
to  be  sent  over  to  Africa  to  view  a  certain  situation,  and  exa- 
mine the  propriety  of  erecting  a.  fort  there.  The  engineer 
went  over ;  and,  on  his  return,  administration  having  under- 
gone a  change,  the  noble  Duke  was  at  the  head  of  the  Ord- 
nance, and  he  altered  the  engineer's  plan,  and  adopted  a  plan 
of  his  own.  Colonel  Bramlin  was  then  at  the  Ordnance 
Board,  and  incurred  the  noble  Duke's  displeasure  because  he 
pointed  out  the  errors  of  his  plans. 

"  He  said  he  would  mention  another  fact,  which  was  the  af- 
&ir  of  Fort  Cumberland,  the  estimate  of  the  expence  of  which 
had  been  equally  varied  from  time  to  time.  In  fcct,  under  the 
noble  Dukes's  administration  of  the  Ordnance,  engineers  were 
solely  considered  as  overseers,  and  permitted  to  superintend 
the  cEurying  on  of  the  works  which  the  noble  Duke  had  plan- 
ned. It  was,  Mr.  Courtenay  contended,  a  fair  question  to  put 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Blxchequer,  had  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance an  estimate  of  the  probable  espetice  of  the  intended 
works  in  the  West  Indies  before  them,  or  not  ?  If  they  bad 
such  an  estimate,'  and  it  were  concealed  from  that  House, 
there  was  some  deception  in  the  business.  Mr.  Courtenay 
commented  on  part  of  Colonel  Phipp's  speech,  and  said,  with 
r^ard  to  his  argument  that  troops  became  better  from  being 
sent  to  an  unhealthy  climate,  he  supposed  he  borrowed  the 
idea  from  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  at  War,  who  had 
odd,  a  day  or  two  since  that  the  troops  were  promoted  dy 


Dcinziaoy  Google 


JOHN  COURTENAT,  ESQ.  341 

"  It  was,  he  maintained,  neceisary  to  know  ^that  the  whole 
rf  the  ^ipence  would  be  before  they  voted  any  money  on  ac- 
count ;  and  therefore  he  could  not  conceive  it  ptwsible  for  the 
House  to  resist  his  Honourable  Friend's  mcrtion.  There  was, 
he  said,  a  number  of  p^)ers  before  the  House,  which  shew- 
ed the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance :  if  those  ps^n 
were  examined,  it  would  be  found  that  the  noble  Thike  had 
deviated  Irom  all  his  boasted  plans  of  economy ;  that  in  most 
of  his  schemee  he  had,  with  a  lavish  and  improvident  hand, 
wasted  large  sums  of  public  money ;  and  that  by  laying  out 
large  sums  in  the  purchase  of  powder-mills,  he  had  raised  the 
price  of  powder  to  six  times  its  former  cost. 

"  Whether  this  was  done  in  order  to  preserve  the  game,  or 
with  a  view  to  prevent  people  from  using  'too  much  powder, 
(which  they  might  be  inclined  to  do  were  it  continued  to  be 
chfeap,)  Mr.  Courtenay  said  he  knew  not ;  but  in  every  one  of 
the  noble  Duke's  schemes  he  asserted  that  there  would  be  dis- 
covered to  be  a  profusion  of  public  money.  When  he  said 
this,  he  declared  he  asserted  a  fact,  and  would  be  ready  to 
prove  what  he  said  on  any  future  day ;  and  if  he  did  not  prove 
it  incontrovertibly,  he  would  allow  the  noble  Duke  deserved 
the  confidence  of  his  country,  and  that  he  had  misconceived 
his  Qonduct  and  diaracter." 

In  1 791 ,  when  the  injustice  of  the  slave-trade,  which  has  so 
lately  been  solemnly  recognized,  after  a  solann  conference  be^ 
tween  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  b^an  to  occupy  the  atten- 
tion and  the  resentment  of  the  nation,  much  difiference  of  opi- 
nion prevailed  on  that  subject  in  the  legislature.  Mr.  Cour- 
tenay was  one  of  the  first  to  declare  his  marked  abhorrence  of 
this  odious  trafiic;  and  he  was  uniform  in  his'oppositdou  to  a 
measure  which  is  now  universally  condemned. 

On  the  adjourned  debate  he  observed,  "  that  he  had  last 
night  heard  the  eloquent,  pathetic,  and  forcible,  speech  of  the 
Honourable  Gentleman,*  who  bad  moved  the  question,  with 
much  sympathy  and  conviction.    That  sympathy  had  not  been 
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leBienedt  nor  that  c6iiTicti(HL  removed,  by  any  tlung  which  be 
had  since  beard  on  the  other  side.  He  meant  nov  only  to 
make  a  &w  remarks  upon  what  bad  been  stated  by  an  Hononr- 
flble  Baronet*,  and  anotb^  Honourable  Member.f 

*'  It  had  been  said,  that  if  we  should  abandon  the  trade,  it 
would  &11  into  the  htuida  of  France.  But  it  would  be  reccd- 
lected  with  what  approbation  the  modem  of  the  late  M.  Mira- 
beau  had  been  receiTed  in  that  country,  for  aboliBhit^  the 
trade ;  though  thi;  ^tuation  of  their  colonies  abroad  might  not 
have  rendered  it  prudent  for  them  to  have  carried  the  nieasure 
into  iminediate  execution. 

*'  Yet  even  though  the  trade  should  not  be  abandoned  by 
other  nations,  yet,  if  justice  required  its  abolition,  we  ought 
not  to  hesitate  with  r^ard  to  the  part  which  we  were  to  act. 

"  But  it  had  been  all^^  that  the  trade  was  conducted  upon 
principles  of  humanity.  This,  indeed,  was  a  new  species  of  hu- 
manity. The  humanity  had  beai  stated  to  consist  in  rescuing 
the  negroes  from  their  wretched  utuation  at  home.  "Yes,  they 
rescued  them  from  their  situation  at  home;  and,  no  donbt, 
much  credit  was  .due  to  their  humanity  fqr  the  treatment  which 
they  substituted  in  their  colonies  !  The  principle  of  a  savage 
Irar,  it  had  been  stated,  was  a  general  massacre.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  &ct,  as  would  appear  from  the  acccHmts  cf 
travellers :  on  the  contrary,  they  irequently  adopted  th^  cap- 
tives into  their  own  &milies ;  and,  so  &r  from  massacring  the 
women  and  children,  they  a^rded  them  the  protection  which' 
the  weakness  of  sex,  or  age  demanded.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  practice  of  kidnapping  prevailed. 

"  It  had  been  said,  that  those  were  add  as  slaves  who  had 
been  guilty  of  adultery.  It  was  a  circumstance  worth  being 
remarked,  that  every  man  was  allowed  six  wives.  And  thon^ 
this  Qumber  conld  not  be  supposed  to  leave  much  inducement 
to  the  crime,  yet  it  might  naturally  be  expected  to  render  the 
wives  more  jealous.  The  husband  knew  that  -he  bad  six  wives, 
but  the  wives  knew  that  they  had  only  one  husband. 
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,  **  It  had  been  likewise  said,  tJjat  It  was  Dot  very  probable 
ibat  ,tbe  crime  of  witchcraft  should  afford  a  pretext  for  any 
b^ng  <eld  into  slavery.  Those  who  could  reason  upon  thj'a 
improbability,  shewed  themselves  but  little  acquainted  with  the 
histoiy  of  their  own  country.  In  the  reign  of  Junes  I.  the 
crime  of  witchcraft  bad  been  created  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
formation. No  less  than  sixty  informations  were  then  given  by 
one  man. 

"  An  bcmourable  member  had  contended  against  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Slave-trade,  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  twenty- 
six  acts  of  Parliament ;  but  he  dared  say  that  it  would  be  found 
that  the  punishment  of  witchcraft  was  sanctioned  by  fifly-eix 
acts  of  Parliamoit. 

"  It  had  been  stated  that  the  pidpit  bad  been  employed  as  an 
instrum^it  of  attadt  upon  the  slave-trade.  If  this  was  really 
the  cas^  he  was  happy  to  understand  that  the  pulpit  had  been 
ao  wdil  empl<^ed.  But  he  was  rather  apt  to  be  doubtfol  of  the 
foct,  as  he  knew  that  clergymen  had  obtained  preferment  for 
inculcating  the  doctrine  that  the  negroes  were  predestined  to 
^very,  and  making  the  planters  and  slave-dealers  s  species  of 
scriptmral  aristocrats ;  yet  he  doubted  not,  that  when  the  bill 
was  carried  to  the  other  House,  the  Bishops  would  rise  up  wiUi 
that  brave  and  virtuous  indignation  by  which  th^  were  uni- 
formly distinguished,  to  abolish  a  measure  so  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  justice,  and  the  dictates  of  humanily. 

"  Kvery  member  would  recollect  that  on  his  vote  this  night 
depended  the  happiness  of  millions ;  that  it  was  in  his  power  to 
sanction  a  measure,  whose  beneficial  consequences  would  be  felt 
over  an  extensive  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  which  would  sow 
the  seeds  of  civilization,  and  establish  the  first  principles  of  hu- 
manity in  regions  where  they  w^e  formerly  unknown." 

A  new  and  important  epoch  now  occurred  in  the  hiatory* 
both  civil  and  political,  of  Great  Britain.  In  consequence  of 
the  French  Revolution,  families  and  friends  were  alike  divided; 
and  while  some  were  actuated  by  interested  views,  the  conduct 
(^  others  was  regulated  by  pnrer  and  more  honourable  motives. 
The  path  of  ambidon  was  now  once  more  laid  i^ien  to  Mr. 
z4 
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Courtenay;  but  he  preferred  what  he  considered  as  his  duty* 
ev&i  to  his  persontd  attachments,  as  well  as  private  intereGts; 
and  this  in  a  gentleman  with  an  increasing  family,  and  ascan^ 
fortune,  must  at  least  be  allowed  to  have  been  no  common  sa- 
crifioe  to  principle. 

He  accordingly  opposed  Mr.  Pitt  in  most  of  the  early  mea- 
sures adopted  by  him  towards  France ;  and  when  an  attempt 
was  made,  in  1 794,  to  arm  Government  with  new  and  additional 
powers,  he  strongly  opposed  the  measure.  Mr.  Courtenay,  on 
this  occasion,  commenced  his  speech  with  an  ironical  eul<^um 
on  the  brilliant  abilities  of  Mr,  Canning : 

"  He  admired  them,"  he  said,  "  exceedingly;  but  he  did  not 
know  whether  he  most  admired  the  arguments  he  displayed,  or 
the  ingenuity  with  which  he  defended  his  right  honouri^le 
fiiend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer).  An  honourable 
friend  of  his  {Mr.  Grey)  had  pointed  out  a  fiict,  and  the  htMiour- 
able  gentleman  had  confessed  Jt,  by  admitting  that  the  Minister 
was  an  apostate;  and,  through  complu^ance,  bad  asserted 
that  he  himself  was  one  also.  He  had  declared  his  friend' 
guilty,  and  taken  guilt  upon  his  own  shoulders.  He  had  con- 
cluded (Mr.  Courtenay  observed),  by  professing  that  he  partici- 
pated in  his  right  honourable  IHend's  disgrace;  and  pledged 
himself,  that  if  he  should  hereafter  resume  his  former  princi- 
ples, he  should  incur  the  same  penalty.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman seemed  attached  to  his  friend,  as  necessary,  probably,  to 
promote  his  varying  fortune  and  opinions : 

*'  Thus  a  light  straw,  whirl'd  round  with  ev'ry  blast, 
Is  carried  oS  in  some  dog's  tail  at  last." 

"  With  regard  to  the  arguments  which  had  been  adduced,  he 
must  say,  that  he  had  not  heard  a  sinf^e  syllable  uttered  that 
could  make  him  change  his  opinion  as  to  the  impolicy  and  ab- 
surdity of  the  measure  in  debate. 

"  After  bestowing  the  highest  eulogium  on  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Act,  Montesquieu,  in  his  Spirit  of  Laws,  had  pronounced 
it  the  palladium  of  English  liberty;  an  act  that  never  oug^t  to 
be  repealed;  nor,  indeed,  should  any  Englishman,  who  knew 
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die  value  of  his  liberty,  stt^  it  even  to  be  stu{>ended,  however 
short  the  time  proposed. 

"  Nothing  could  joBtify  the  Gmpension  bat  great  end  immi- 
nent danger  to  the  state,  and  the  actual  existence  of  rebellion. 
During  the  rebellion  of  1745,  the  people  were  not  only  noto- 
riously disaf^ted  to  the  &mily  on  the  throne,  but  reli^on  was 
mixed  with  their  disafiection.  The  exploded  doctrines  of  the 
divine  right  of  Kings  influenced  men's  minds ;  and  every  thing 
dangerous  was  expected  to  arise  from  the  circumstances  of  those 
troublesome  times.     Yet  no  suspension  took  place. 

"  When  the  act  was  suspended  during  the  American  war, 
America  was  voted  in  a  state  of  open  rebeUion :  it  was  con- 
ceived at  that  time  that  several  persons  might  come  over  and 
influence  men's  minds;  Lord  North,  however,  introduced  a 
claase,  that  the  penalties  of  the  bill  shotdd  not  attach  to  any  per- 
son who  had  not  been  for  a  limited  time  out  of  the  kingdom. 

**  Mr.  Courtenay  contended,  that  the  report  presented  by  the 
secret  committee,  did  not  state  any  distribution  of  arms  to  have 
taken  place,  neither  did  it  mention  that  any  correspondence 
had  been  kept  up  with  the  enemy.  He  said,  that  even  Mr. 
Reeves  had  not  produced  any  evidence  on  the  subject ;  aud  if 
a  witness  had  been  suborned  merely  to  sanction  the  danger 
which  Ministers  professed  to  f^prehend,  he  should  conceive  it 
nothing  more,  on  their  part,  than  a.  pious  Jraud. 

*'  From  considering  the  circumstances  in  their  present  pAint 
of  view,  he  must  aver,  that  there  was  no  just  or  good  ground  for 
the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  CorpAs  Act ;  and  was  free  to  con- 
fess, that  it  was  one  of  the  artfol  delusions  which  had  been  pra(^- 
tised  before,  merely  to  a^tate  and  alarm  the  public  mind,  to 
turn  it  aside,  and  divert  it  from  reflecting  on  the  drcumstancee 
of  the  war.  It  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  social  intercourse 
between  men,  and  to  make  each  person  afraid  to  trust  his 
neighbour^  It  had  been  reported  that  morning,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  since  discovered  iurther  matter,  and  were  in  full 
possession  of  competent  proof  of  the  existence  of  s  dangerous 
.  and  alarming  conspiracy ;  but  as  that  proof  was  not  brought 
forward,  he  had  a  ri^t  to  infer  the  direct  contrary :  that  on 
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further  examiiutioD  no  sudi  proof  would  be  found.  He  de- 
clared himself  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  how  His  Majesty's  MiniA- 
ters  coold  adopt  those^neasures  which  th^  so  much  reprobated 
in  a  neighbouring  country :  for  cert^nly  the  same  thing  had 
been  done  in  France  by  Barrere  and  Robespierre." 

Whenthe  same  subject  was  agun  canvassed  (Dec.  21,  1798),' 
Mr.  Courtenay,  who  had  viailed  some  of  the  prisoners  confin- 
ed subsequently  to  the  euspeosion  of  the  Habeas  Coipns .  act, 
rose,  and  spoke  in  substance  nearly  as  follows : 

"  Every  member  of  this  House  must  venerate  a  law  which  se- 
cured the  personal  liberty  of  Englishmen,  a  law  which  eveiy 
political  writer  has  made  th«  subject  of  bis  highest  ealagium, 
and  which  has  contributed  so  much  to  the  prosperity  mid  haip- 
piness  of  Great  BrUuu.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  urge  to  the 
Hona^  that  this  great  bulvraik  of  British  liberty  ought  to  be 
touched  with  a  delicate  hand,  and  th^  nothing  but  the  most 
•bvious  necessity  should  be  pleaded  in  excuse  for  its  suspen- 
sion, I  cannot,  therefore,  ^ve  my  assent  to  a  measure  the 
object  of  which  is  to  deprive  the  people,  for  a  still  longer  pe- 
riod, of  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  banded  down  to  them  by 
th^  anceetors,  which,  while  it  is  allowed  to  operate,  affinda 
pea-Bonal  protection  to  every  individual,  and  which  at  one  time 
rendwed  the  hberties  of  this  country  paramount  to  those  t£ 
any  other  country  upon  earth. 

**  '  We  must  admire'  says  an  d^;ant  and  philosophical 
writer,  (Dr.  Ferguscm,)  *  as  the  keystone  of  civil  liber^,  the 
statute  which  forces  the  secrets  of  every  prison  to  be  revealed, 
the  cause  of  every  ctHnmitment  to  be  declared,  and  the  person 
of  the  accused  to  be  produced,  that  he  may  claim  bis  enlarge- 
mrait  or  his  trial  within  a  limited  time.  No  wiser  forms  were 
ever  opposed  to  the  abuses  of  power.'  Jt  is  upon  an  institu- 
tion like  this  that  those  statesmoi  who  wish  to  subvert  hbei^ 
will  naturally  conunaice  tbdr  attacks.  It  has  often  been  as- 
sailed, and,  as  the  same  author  well  observes,  '  It  requires  a 
&lMic  no  less  Uian  the  whole  political  constitution  of  Great 
JBritain,  a  spudt  no  less  than  the  turbulent  and  red-actory  zeal 
of  this  fortunate  people^  to  secure  its  efiects.'    I  am  modi  a&ud 
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llut  duB  tintnilent  spirit  no  looger  exists :  if  it  had,  the  Ho- 
nourable Oentlemiui  would  not  have  been  succesatiil  in  thii 
mesBure. 

"  But  let  us  look  at  the  effects  which  the  suspension  of  this 
act  has  produced.  A  number  of  perscHis  were  arrested  last 
year ;  I  believe,  not  less  than  seventy  or  eighty :  has  there  not 
been  time  to  bring  them  to  trial  F  To  have  air^gned  aod 
convicted  these  persons  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  be^i  the 
beat  reason  that  could  be  urged  for  continuing  the  suspension 
of  the  Habeas-Corpus  act.  Two  terms  have,  however,  elapsed 
without  an  attempt  being  made  to  try  one  of  the  perscm*  who 
have  been  confined  in  consequence  of  the  cstraordinaiy  powers 
given  to  the  executive  government.  I  sh6uld  be  glad  to  know 
what  reoscm  can  be  asugned  for  continuing  this  power  any 
longer  in  the  hands  o(  His  Majesty's  mimBters.  Has  there 
lately  ensted  any  symptom  of  rebellion,  or  have  any  insurrec- 
tions taken  place  in  any  quarter  of  tiie  country  ?  On  the  con- 
trarj',  I  believe  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  opposite  to 
me  cannot  point  out  any  period  since  the  Revolution^  when 
more  loyalty  and  more  attachmEDt  to  the  govemnwait  were 
displayed  than  at  present.  It  surely  will  not  be  pretended 
that  we  have  now  any  thing  to  fear  from  invasion.  Tlie  fleets 
of  the  ^lemy  have  been  deEtroyed,  and  the  country  is  covered 
with  soldiers :  I  bdieve  we  have  not  less  than  between  two  and 
three  hundred  thousand  men  in  arms.  Now,  under  dl  these ' 
circumstance,  protected  by  such  a  lorc^  and  by  the  general 
disposition  of  the  pe<^le,  no  appearance  of  any  attempt  to  dis^ 
turb  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  secured  against 
all  dangers  from  without,  why  continue  to  suspend  an  act  upon 
which  the  liberty  of  the  subject  depends  ? 

"  There  is  another  reason  I  sball  state  to  the  House  why  I 
think  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas-Corpos  act  ought  to  cease^ 
and  I  state  it  upon  good  ittfonnaU<m.  Indeed,  if  I  did  not 
think  that  I  had  important  information  to  give,  I  should  not 
trouble  tiw  I'^use  with  any  remarks  on  the  sul^ect.  Was  it 
not  for  this  conudea^tion,  I  should  not  have  presumed  to  hold 
up  my  fiunt  and  glinmiering  rush-light,  when  the  greet  and 
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splendid  luminary  of  Opposition  is  withdrawn.  The  reason  is 
this ;  the  persons  imprisoned  under  the  act,  which  it  is  now 
proposed  you  shall  continue,  are  most  cruelly  used.  I  do  not 
assert  this  from  hearsay,  but  from  my  own  personal  observa- 
tion. Having  heard  a  great  many  reports  respecting  their  si- 
tuation, I  resolved  to  go  and  see  them,  and  inquire  into  ibe 
feet.  An  Honourable  Friend  of  mine  (Sir  F.  Burdett)  was 
rather  cavalierly  treated  when  he  hinted  at  the  situation  in 
which  these  unfortunate  men  were  placed,  and  I  was  reserved 
to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  question.  I  procured  an  or- 
der from  a  magistrate,  and  I  went  to  see  the  prison,  in  com- 
pany with  my  Honourable  Friend  and  another  genti^nan,  who 
is  not  a  member  of  this  House,  but  who  is  distinguishedbyhis 
humanity,  and  by  relieving  many  distressed  families  of  persons 
imprisoned  under  this  act,  on  the  information  of  spies.  But 
I  shall  make  no  invidious  observations  on  this  subject.  I 
ought  to  recollect,  that  I  lately  (in  a  high  court  of  justice) 
heard  an  eulogium  pronounced  on  spies  and  informers,  who 
were  hailed  as  the  guardians  of  the  state,  as  the  tutelary  dei- 
ties of  the  constitution.  If  they  betrayed  their  former  asso- 
dates,  treason  was  sublimed  into  loyalty,  and  treachery  into 
virtue,  as  if  poison  could  be  medicated  by  additional  venom. 

"  I  went  to  visit  the  prison ;  and  I  must  confess  that  I  found 
the  reports  that  bad  reached  me,  of  the  situation  of  the  pei> 
sons  under  con6nement,  had  been  exaggerated  —  (a  cry  of 
hear !  hear ! )  Yes,  they  were  exaggerated  !  for  had  they  been 
true,  the  cruelties  exercised  in  this  prison  would  have  fer  ex- 
ceeded any  oppression  that  ever  was  committed  under  the  hor- 
rible tyranny  of  Robespierre.  Still,  however,  I  must  say,  that 
their  ^tuation  was  extremely  wretched,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  treated,  unexampled  in  severity  and  rigour. 
I  found  them  without  fire  and  without  candle,  denied  every 
kind  of  Gocie^,  exposed  to  the  cold  and  rain,  which  in  that  in- 
clement season  (it  was  about  a  month  ago)  entared  by  the  iron 
bars  of  their  cells,  only  allowed  to  breathe  the  air  out  of  their 
cells  for  about  an  hour,  denied  every  comfort,  every  innocent 
amusement,  excluded  from  all  interconrBe  with  each  other,  and 
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ta^  nigllt  locked  up  from  ail  the  rest  of  the  world.  Now  I 
sppeal  to  the  gentlemen  who  hear  me,  whether  they  could 
have  imagined  that  sndi  a  practice  emated  in  this  country^ 
and  whether  they  think  that  there  was  any  necessity  for  treat* 
ing  etate-pHsonera  in  this  manner. 

"  I  do  not  believe  that  His  Majesty's  miniaters  were  privy 
to  those  proceedings.  I  cannot  suppose  that  the  usage  these 
unfortunate  men  experienced  was  kno^vn  to  any  person  in  ad- 
ministration ;  but  the  severi^  they  experienced  wag  greater 
than  I  can  describe  it,  and  such  as,  for  the  sake  of  humanity, 
and  the  honour  of  the  country,  I  should  hope  will  not  again 
be  t»erttiitt«d.  Amohg  the  prisoners,  I  saw  a  gentleman,  with 
wluim  I  was  acquainted  above  thirty  years  ago ;  an  officer  dis- 
tinguished in  the  service,  and  amiable  in  his  character  and 
manners  ■ —  I  mean  Coloiiel  Despard.  I  am  happy,  however, 
to  st^^  diat  I  understand  his  situation  has  since  been  ame- 
liorated; I  am  told  he  has  lately  been  put  into  a  room  with  s 
fire ;  and  this  change!,  I  am  informed,  he  owes  to  the  humane 
interference  of  Mr.  John  Reeves.  Till  the  25th  of  last  month, 
he  was  confined  in  a  solitary  cell,  where  even  his  wife  was  not 
allowed  to  visit  him,  though  we  were.  These  cflls  are  so  cold, 
that  at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  is  scarce  possible  to  exist  in 
them.  The  cold  may,  in  some  degree,  be  tempered  by  closing 
the  wooden  shutters;  but  if  the  unhappy  prisoner  wishes  to 
be  cheared  by  the  air  and  the  light  of  heaven,  he  must  admit 
the  rain  and  chilling  blasts  of  winter  at  the  same  time.  This 
usage  appeared  to  me  so  extraordinary,  that  I  was  at  some 
trouble  in  inquiring  of  several  gentlemen,  eminent  in  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  if  ever  they  had  known  of  such  practices  in 
this  country.  Th^  uniformly  answered,  that  they  never  heard 
of  such  severity ;  that  they  considered  the  treatment  I  had  de- 
scribed to  be  altogether  unprecedented ;  and  that  thfey  could 
not  im^ne  that  any  men  were  used  in  such  a  m^iner  in  this 
country. 

"  I  suppose  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  inform  the  House, 
that  the  prison  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  is  that  which  is 
commonly  called  the  Btwtille,  {Aery  t^  hem-!  heari)  Do  gen- 
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tlemen  doubt  it  ?  I  can  assare  them  it  is  very  well  known  bjr 
that  name.  When  I  took  a  coach  in  Ozibrd-rood,  in  order 
to  Tjsit  the  prison,  I  desired  the  coachnian  to  drive  me  to  the 
Sastille.  '  Very  well,  Sir,'  was  the  answer  I  received.  Bmg 
cuiioUB  to  know  whether  he  really  understood  the  place  I 
wanted  to  go  to  by  Uiis  name,  I  said,  *  You  know  it  Uien  ? 
'  O  yes,  I  know  it  —  -why  every  body  knows  the  Bastille  in 
Cold-batli-fields.'  Indeed  it  is  not  surprirang  that  such  a  name 
should  have  been  ^ven  to  this  prison,  for  when  another  Bas- 
tille formerly  existed  under  a  certain  regidar  gavermnent,  which 
some  gentlem«i  pretend  very  much  to  admire,  state^risoners 
were  treated  better  there  than  they  have  been  treated  in  this. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  inquired  undra  whose  direction  this  ^ison 
is  placed.  I  understand  that  some  Revermd  Gentlemen  are 
amtwg  the  magistrates  who  manage  it ;  gentlemen  of  whom  I 
I  do  not  mean  to  speak  in  any  way  resembling  terms  of  disre- 
spect. I  dare  say  they  act  from  the  purest  motives.  P^haps 
they  kindly  subjected  these  prisoners  to^^o  mudi  pain  in  this 
world,  that  the  less  pnnislmient  might  be  infiicted  on  them  in 
the  next.  {^A  cry  t^  hear!  hear!)  Well,  if  this  motive  does 
npt  please  gentlemen,  I  cannot  help  it.  Let  them  assign  a  bet- 
ter if  Uiey  can,  and  I  shall  give  up  this ;  but  I  assure  them  it 
is  the  best  I  can  think  of. 

"  But  it  is  not  to  persons  suspected  of  state  crimes  alone 
tbi^  the  rigour  I  have  described  is  extended.  Many  other  per> 
sons,  charged  with  ofi^ces  of  various  descriptions,  undergo  the 
same  treatment.  A  man  sentenced  to  imprisonmrait  for  sell- 
ing a  pamphlet  called  the  Rights  of  Citizenship,  has  been  con- 
fined iu  one  of  these  cells.     His  name  is  Smith. 

"  Now  I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  this  is  the  mode 
in  which  a  man  convicted  of  a  hbel  ought  to  be  punished.  To 
bes^Mrated  from  his  fomily,  and  shut  up  in  an  ordin^y  g>ol» 
during  the  time  of  his  sentence,  one  would  think  a  sufficient 
execution  of  the  sentence ;  but  under  this  regimen  the  culprit 
w$9  not  only  prevented  from  exercising  hii  industry  to  support 
ft  wife  and  childr^  but  his  health  is  destroyed,  and  perlu^M 
his  miad  deranged,  for  it  wtnild  not  be  at  all  sttrpriung  if 
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peraons  in  su(^  k  rituation  were  afflicted  with  insanity.  I  muflt 
not,  liowever,  omit  to  state,  that  this  poor  man  wea  some  time 
ag(^  in  consequence  of  indispodtion,  remored  from  his  ceU, 
and  placed  in  the  sick-ward,  and,  as  the  time  ofhia  im- 
prisonment is  nearly  expii'ed,  and  the  sending  him  back  to 
his  cell  might  occasion  a  reUpse,  he  is,  I  understand,  to 
be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  sick-ward  until  he  is  die* 
charged.  I  am  h^{^  to  have  an  opportunity  c^  noticing 
this  act  of  humani^. 

**  Tlie  next  person  whose  case  I  shall  mention,  is  that  c^  m 
disorderly  woman,  as  she  was  called,  that  is,  one  of  those 
linferttmate  creatures  who  walk  the  Greets.  She  was  not 
convicted  of  any  felony,  but  she  was  confined  in  a  cold  damp 
cell.  She  was  at  the  same  time  Ul  of  that  disease  with  which 
women  of  the  town  are  pretty  frequently  afflicted.  I  leave  it 
to  tile  humanity  of  the  hous^  whether  it  is  proper  to  place  this 
poor  unfortunate  woman  in  a  ntuation,  which,  added  to  the 
virulence  of  her  disorder,  was  likely  to  endanger  her  fife.  In 
another  dismal  ceU  I  found  a  boy,  confined  there  &r  duobe- 
di^Ke  to  his  master,  a  punishment  which  I  believe  was  never 
before  heard  of  for  an  offence  of  the  kind. 
.  "  Such  were  some  of  the  spectacles  I  witnessed  on  this  visit. 
I  have,  however,  no  doubt  that  any  abases  which  may  exist 
will  be  corrected  when  they  come  to  the  knowledge  of  His 
M^esty's  ministers.  Indeed,  I  am  informed,  that  the  state 
prisoners  are  now  removed  into  a  warm  room,  where  they 
have  free  iotercouree  with  each  other,  and  that  they  are  rendered 
as  comforuble  as  a  situation  of  confinement  will  admit;  but 
what  [  have  stated  to  the  House  is  sufficient  to  shew  that  my 
honourable  friend  was  not  misinformed,  when  he  hinted  that 
the  state  prisoners  were  improperly  treated.  For  a  complunt 
of  this  kind,  I  sincerely  believe,  there  can  only  be  a  foundation 
when  the  circumstances  are  unknown  to  His  Majesty's  mini- 
sMrs.  State  prisonets  are  more  particularly  under  their  care» 
since  they  are  confined  in  consequence  of  warrants  from  the 
secretary  of  state ;  there  can,  therefore  be  no  doubt  but  that 
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nunifiters  are  desirous  they  should  not  be  treated  with  any 
unnecessary  severity. 

"  With  regu*d  to  any.  &rther  arguments  thai  I  might  be 
able  to  urge  against  the  bill,  as  they  would  perhaps  have  little 
or  no  weight  with  the  House,  I  shall  therefore  forbear  to 
state  them :  but  I  cannot  conclude  without  lamenting  that 
tm  honourable  gentleman,  celebrated  for  bis  humanity,  has 
not  visited  this  prison.  I  am  convinced  that  honourable 
gentleman's  principles  of  Vital  Christianity,  (pinciples  which 
indeed  I  have  read  in  his  book)  would  have  induced  him  to 
exert  himself  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  these  unh^py 
pei^e.  I  am  certain,  however,  that  the  honourable  goitle- 
^  man  will  not  any  longer  sufifer  it  to  be  said  by  the  unfortunate, 
*  I  was  in  prison,  and  you  visited  me  not.'  I  wish  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  been  with  me  when  I  went  to  see  this 
priscm.  I  am  certain  that  his  feelings  would  have  been  greatly 
affected,  .and  then  his  eloquaice  in  describing  them  would 
have  been  much  superior  to  any  thing  the  House  has  y|t 
heard  on  the  subject." 

A  ma^strate  who  was  then  member  for  Middlesex,  having 
delivered 'an  opinion  calculated  to  extenuate  the  conduct  of 
'the  ke^>er*  of  Cold  Bath  Fields,  as  well  as  the  odious  mea- 
sure of  sohtary  imprisonmnet,  this  produced  a  r^ly. 

Mr.  Courtmay,  in  answer  to  what  Mr.  Mainwaring  had 
said  respecting  Mr.  Howard's  opinion,  that  sohtary  punish- 
ment should  \)e  a  conunutatibu  of  death,  quoted  his  letter  to 
Ewl  Bathurst,  president  of  the  Council,  in  which  he  bc^ed 
His  Majesty's  pennisBion  to  resign  his  situation  as  one  of  the 
committee,  because  his  ideas  were  not  adopted,  nor  his  plans 
executed,  ' 

"  Let  not  the  mattes  of  Mr.  Howard  be  injuriously  invdced, 
then,  to  sanction  oppression  and  justl^'  cruelty !"  said  he,  May 
20,  1799. 

«  What  was  the  disinterested  philanthropist's  <^)inion  on  the 

■  ■•  Were  ihe  chtrgu  ulduccJ  (gainiC  Aiii  veil  fbuBdcd  1  And  mi  he  DM  until 
litel}  keeper  of  ihii  lunsadiouijiil?" 
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subject  ?  Gentlemen  should  have  known  his  sejatuneaitfl  before 
they  so  triomphantly  sad  peremptorily  appealed  to  his  autho- 
aty.  His  own  words  are :  '  General  heads  of  regulation 
proposed  to  be  eetablished  in  penitentiary  houses  or  houses  of 
correction  (used  by  Mr.  Howard  as  synonimous  terms):  fuel, 
what  kind  and  quantity ;  flues  or  stoves  to  warm  the  cells  in 
vinfer ;  hot  provisions  daily ;  breakfast,  dinner,  supper,  &c.* 

"  Now  let  it  be  observed,  that  such  was  Mr.  Howard's  idea, 
and  such  his  designed  regulations  for  penitentiary  booses  — 
*  To  which  (says  he),  however  (with  that  spirit  of  benevolence 
which  always  distinguish^  him),  I  should  wish  that  none  but 
old  hardened  (lenders,  and  those  who  hav^  as  the  laws  now 
stand,  forf^ed  their  lives  by  robbery,  house-breaking,  and 
umilar  crimes,  should  be  committed.  Here,  then,  it  is  evident 
Eyr  what  purposes  Mr.  Howard  designed  to  have  penitentiary 
boosei,  or  houses  of  correction,  constructed.  But  the  pri- 
sonM%  committed  to  Clerkenwell  are  treated  for  petty  offences, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates,  with  a  d^ree  of  severity 
and  rigour  much  beyond  what  Mr.  Howard  eveu'thought 
sufficient  for  the  punishment  and  reformation  of  criminals 
who  had  forfeited  their  lives.  Nay,  ferther ;  this  place,  whic!i 
has  been  styled  a  Bastille  (a  name  he  thought  too  gi?od  for  it) 
has  been  converted  into  a  state  prison ;  and  persons  taken  up 
on  suspicion  of  high  treason  have  been  doomed  to  langirish  in 
those  miserable,  solitary  cdls,  in  oold  and  darkness,  inter- 
dicted from  fire  and  candle.  Such  is  the  boaatad  humanity, 
such  the  executive  lenity,  exercised  in  consequence  of  the 
suspension  of  the  habeas-corpus  act  by  His  Majesty's  secretary 
of  state.  Mr.  Courtenay  said  he  did  not  mean  invidiously  to  ' 
censure  the  D^e  of  Portland;  he  must  have  dther  been 
deceived,  or  ignorant  of  the  facts.  Still,  however,  there 
were  persons  confined  there,  on  the  accusation  of  base  in- 
&>rmers,  who  languished  in  that  dismal  situation,  andwhere, 
for  three  days  in  a  week  (by  the  rules  of  the  prison),  they  had 
nothing  but  bread  and  water.  But  it  seetns  that  venial  in- 
formers, p^d  and  employed  as  such,  were  now  to  be  consi- 
dered as  the  guardians  of  the  constitution.  He  (Mr.  Courtenay) 

Coof^lc 


354  JOHN  COUETEHAY,  ESQ. 

had  beard  on  eloquent  eult^iUn  delivered  vith  great  gn-  - 
vity  and  digni^  at  a  solemn  trial  in  a  high  court  of  jiu- 
tic^  where  it  was  attanpted  to  sublime  seditioD  into  trea- 
son, and  exalt  infonnerB  to  the  honourable  ranlc  of  goar- 
diana  of  the  state.  An  informer  (b;  this  new  fiction  in  Uw) 
might  convert  his  former  treasons  into  loyalty,  by  turning 
king's  evidence;  and  bis  traitorous  depravities,  into  patriotic 
virtues. 

"  Mr.  Courtenay  said  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  at  Urge  into 
the  subject,  as  he  had  heard  nothhig  to  contradict  the  accurate, 
statements  of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan),  in  a 
speech  distinguished  by  that  en«-gy,  predsion,  alid  elo- 
quence, peculiar  to  him.  It  was  too  evident  that  persona 
were  taltea  up  on  vague  and  futile  information,  and  that 
ministers  were  afraid  and  ashamed  to  bring  them  to  trial,  but 
Uberated  many  of  them  privately  by  -an  arret  of  state  ad- 
dressed to  governor  Aris ;  and  so  glad  and  desirous  was  the 
secretary  to  get  rid  of  these  dangerous  conspirators,  that  even 
one  of  their  own  thief-takers  had  been  known,  generously  uid 
humanely,  to  have  given  bail  for  the  prisoners,  probably  by  a 
confidenti^  intimaticm  from  high  authority. 

"  Such  has  been  the  exercise  ctf  that  discretionaiy  power 
vested  in  the  present  administfatiofl  by  the  suspension  of  the 
habeas-corpus  act,  an  act  justly  styled  the  palladium  of  Bri- 
tish liberty,  an  act  which  was  always  esteemed  the  strongest 
discriminating  feature  between  the  English  imd  French  mo- 
narchy. The  governor  of  this  prison,  from  the  history  and 
apology  of  his  conduct,  it  se^ns,  had  been  a  baker,  wbidi 
accounted  professionally  for  the  loaves  with  which  the  prison 
was  supplied  being  above  leeight.  Another  instance  of  his  hu- 
manity, mentioned  by  a  worthy  magistrate  (Mr.  Mainwaring'}, 
was  his  borrowing  the  prisoners'  money,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  shewing  any  indulgence  to  his  creditors,  but  merdy  to  pqy 
them  interest  for  their  money,  which  was  laid  out  in  building 
houses :  for  this  governor  and  baker  was  also  an  architect. 
One  gentleman  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  cells  were  too 
Jarge ;  upon  this  principle  then»  the  dimesuioos  ou^t  to  be 
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reduced  to  what  was  barely  sufficient  to  contain  a  human 
body,  a  regulation  that  would  abundantly  provide  for  the 
comibrt  of  the  prisoners,  as  every  man  would  then  be  his 
own.  warming-pan. 

"  Mr.  Courtenay  next  commented  on  the  case  of  the  hack- 
ney coachman,  who  had  been  detained  six  months  in  Cold-bath- 
fields  prison,  on  the  complaint  of  a  gentleman,  for  refusing  to 
take  a  fare  wh«i  his  horses  were  lame  and  unfit  for  work. 
If  such  a  piece  of  injustice  had  been  committed  by  Robes- 
pierre, what  indignation  and  clamour  it  would  have  excited  I 
It  would  have  procured  the  minister  another  million  from  the 
city,  or,  at  the  time  of  the  income  tax,  would  have  raised  the 
amount  of  its  produce. 

"  But  it  seemed  that  the  conduct  of  Governor  Aris  (for  this, 
in  these  days,  when  titles  were  distributed  so  liberally,  was  his 
appellation,)  was  thought  worthy  to  continue  him  in  ofHce. 
Instead  of  an  address  for  his  removal,  prt^ably  a  motion  of 
thatdu  would  be  proposed  I" 

In  1790,  soon  after  the  fortunate  completion  of  the  Spanish 
convention,  Mr.  Courtenay,  then  M.  P.  for  Appleby,  set  the 
whole  House  in  a  roar  of  laughter.  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Chancellor 
€)f  the  Exchequer,  having  proposed  a  new  tax  upon  beer,  with 
his  usual  gravity  and  eloquence  |  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
addressed  faimsdf  to  the  minister  in  a  gay  and  &cetious  tone 
of  voice.  Afler  alluding  to  fhe  late  expensive  and  useless 
armament,  which,  he  hinted,  had  rath^  rendered  the  adminis- 
tration unpopular ;  Mr.  Courtenay  ironically  observed,  "  that 
leet  the  people  should  forget  his  merits  on  a  late  memorable 
occasion,  the  Bight  Honourable  Crentleman  opposite  him, 
had  instituted  this  new  tax,  as  if  on  purpose  to  commemorate 
them :  for  no  merry  draught  would  be  unaccompanied  with 
.  his  health,  his  name  would  be  toasted  with  additional  energy, 
while  his  &me,  in  consequence  of  the  new  tax  would  for 
ever  float  in  an  ocean  of  ale  !" 

In  April,  1791,  (m  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  slave  trade, 

Mr.  Courtenay   s^^^un  expressed  his  hatred  to  it  with  great 

force,  and  desired  "  evciy  member  to  recollect,  thnt  on  his 
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Tote  this  night  depended  the  h^pinesB  of  millions :  that  it  tu 
in  his  power  to  sanction  a  meaBure,  the  beneficifd  consequESices 
t^  which  would  be  felt  over  an- extensive  quarter  of  the  globes 
apd  establish  the  first  principles  of  humaDity,-in  regions  wh«re 
they  were  formerly  unknown." 

In  1797)  he  yr^  one  of  the  minority  of  93>to  258,  on  Mr. 
Grey's  motion  for  parliamentary  reform;  and  in  1802,  we 
find  him  supporting  the  bill  for  preventing  buU-baiting,  &c. 
On  this  occau(ni,  he  proved  very  witty  on  Mr.  'Windham,  who 
appeared  40  advocate  the  custom,  and  ridiculed  the  idea  "  that 
jacobinism  and  methodism  were  both  leagued  to  pull  it  down." 

Immediately  after  the  meeting  cf  the  new  parliaznent,  we 
find  the  member  for  Appleby,  supporting  the  navy  conunis- 
sion  IhIIs;  and  in  March,  1803,  he  voted  with  the  minority, 
in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  establishment. 

In  1804,  he  sided  with  those  who  demanded  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  then  board  of  Admiral^;  in  Junfrof 
the  same  year,  he  divided  against  the  additional  defence  bill ; 
in  Febniaiy,  1805,  he  joined  Mr.  Grey,  relative  to  die  gut- 
nish p^Krs ;  and  in  April  of  the  same  year,  he  formed  one 
(tf  the  m^ority,  who  passed  a  vote  of  censure  on  Ltud 
Melville. 

On  the  change  of  administration  in  the  spring  of  1 806,  bb*. 
Courtaiay  became  a  commissioner  of  the  treasury,  a  place  of 
1600^.  per  Atimiin,  and  after  enjoying  this  for  only  a  few 
months,  retired  from  public  life. 

Ko  sooner  did  the  dawn  of  the  French  Revolution,  &lsely 
promise  an  auspicious  day,  than  Mr.  Courtenay  hailed  the 
great  event  as  &  most  grateftil  and  beneficent  circumstance  for 
the  whole  human  race.  It  was  no  feull  of  his  if  he  was  de- 
ceived ;  and  even  after  all  the  crimes  of  Robespierre  and  Ma- 
rat, he  boldly  contended,  that  the  abuse  of  liberty,  like  the 
abuse  of  religion^  ccmstitutes  no  argument  t^ainst  the  practice 
of  either.  The  emancipation  of  the  peasantry,  the  division  of 
lands,  and  the  abolition  of  negro  slavery  in  the  French  colonies, 
were  events  which  he  contemplated  with  a  delight  approximat- 
ing to  ri^tarft 
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Not  content  with  viewing  the  rerolulionftry  struggle  at  a 
distance,  he  repaired  to  Paris  in  1 792,  for  the  ezpreas  pun> 
pose  of  contemplating  the  memorable  characters  and  ev^tts, 
on  the  spot  AAer  this  he  crossed  the  Alps,  visdted  Rome 
and  Naples,  and  on  his  return,  found  his  counfiy  ^igaged  in 
a  ccmtest,  which  he  had  alike  foresee)  and  deprecated. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  he  boldly,  but  unavaihngly,  a^ 
sailed  the  policy  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  this  occasion,  and  on  every 
opportunity,  both  spoke  and  voted  in  bdudf  of  peace,  which 
in  his  opinion  would  rescue  our  finances  (rota,  thraldom,  and 
our  nation  &om  reproach. 

As  a  man  of  letters,  Mr.  Courtoiay  addicted  himself  cly^y 
to  poetry.  Notwithstanding  he  was  of  a  good  family  himself, 
yet  no  one  was  more  eager  to  ridicule  the  esclusive  preten- 
sions set  u)^  by  those  who  piqued  themselves  on  thor  high 
descent.  The  expression  of  the  "  Swinish  multitude,"  also, 
appUed  by  his  countryman  Mr.  Burke,  to  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  excited  his  indignation. 

From  Paris  he  accordingly  writes  as  follows;  and  affects 
to  lament  all  the  changes  that  had  occurred: 

"  All  order  is  lost,  no  distinctioifs  remain 
Crosses,  ribbands,  and  titles,  no  rev'rence  obtain, 
Yet  these  innovators,  whose  crimes  I  detest, 
Say  mortals  are  equal  — the  best  are  the  best ; 
In  soiqe  things  they're  equal,  as  ev'ry  one  knows, 
Each  man  has  two  arms,  two  legs,  and  one  nose ; 
And  of  the  same  blood  b  the  poittarde  and  madam, 
If  we  foolidily  wander  to  Eve  and  to  Adam : 
But  who  can  e'er  doubt,  where  nobility  iJiines, 
That  the  blood  in  its  course  both  ferments  and  refines ; 
Inppregnate  with  virtue  it  splendidly  fiows, 
Hiough  trom  the  same  source  it  congenially  rose ; 
So  parsnips  and  carrots  a  spirit  produce. 
But  the  flavour  and  strength  are  confin'd  to  the  juice: 
Tho*  meteors  from  dunghOls  with  hiatre  arise, 
Is  the  fihh  left  behmd  h'ke  the  flame  in  the  skies  ? 
As  the  blosoms'  and  fruit  the  Sweet  noMes  we  see ; 
Like  die  clod,  the  mete  volgar  shoidd  nourish  the  tree. 
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Cmnte,  prmpe,  «nd  mttrquU,  are  somewhat  dirine^ 
And  the  multitude  sure  little  better  than  swine  i 
Then  on  thia  great  topic  let's  have  no  more  babble. 
For  the  nobles  are  nobles,  tbe  people  are  rabble." 

The  following  verses,  descriptive  of  Dr.  Johnson  and  the 
Johnsonian  school,  possess,  perhaps,  a  far  better  clium  to 
praise,  than  any  of  his  numerous  little  poems  arising  out  of 
the  incidents  of  the  passing  day : 

"  But  hark,  he  sings  1  the  strain  e'en  Pope  admires; 
Indignant  Virtue  her  own  bard  inspires. 
Sublime  as  Juvenal  he  pours  his  lays, 
And  with  the  Roman  ^res  congenial  praise ; 
In  glowing  numbers  now  be  fires  the  age. 
And  Shakespeare's  sun  relumes  the  clouded  stage. 

"  By  Nature's  gifts  ordain'd  mankind  to  ruler 
He,  like  a  Titian,  form'd  his  brilliant  school ; 
And  taught  congenial  spirits  to  excel. 
While  from  his  lips  impressive  wisdom  fell. 
Our  boasted  Goldsmith  felt  the  sovereign  sway; 
From  him  deriv'd  the  sweet,  yet  nervous  lay. 
To  Fame's  proud  cliff  he  bade  our  Raphael  rise ; 
Hence  Reynold's  pen,  with  Reynold's  pencil  vies. 
With  Johnson's  flame  melodious  Burney  glows. 
White  the  grand  strain  in  smoother  cadence  Sows. 
And  you,  Matone,  to  critic  learning  dear. 
Correct  and  elegant,  refin'd  though  clear. 
By  studying  blm,  acquired  that  classic  taste. 
Which  high  in  Shakspeare's  fane  thy  statue  plac'd  ; 
Near  Johnson  Steevens  stands,  on  scenic  ground. 
Acute,  laborious,  fertile,  and  profound. 

"  Ingenious  Hawkesworth'to  this  school  we  owe. 
And  scarce  the  pupil  from  the  tutor  know. 
H«re  early  parts  accomplish'd  Jones  sublimes. 
And  science  blends  with  Asia's  lolly  rhymes : 
Harmonious  Jones !  who  in  his  splendid  strains 
SiDga  Camadeo's  sports,  on  Agra's  flowery  pkiiu;— 
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Id  Hindu  ficUoiu  while  we  fondly  trace 
Love  and  the  muaes,  deck'd  with  Attic  grace. 
Amid  these  oaines  caa  Boswell  be  forgot. 
Scarce  b;  North  Britons  now  esteein'd  a  Scot? 
Who,  to  the  sage  devoted  from  his  youth, 
-  Imbib'd  from  him  the  sacred  love  of  truth  ; 
The  keen  research,  the  exercise  of  mind. 
And  that  best  art,  the  art  to  know  mankind. 
Nor  was  his  energy  confin'd  alone 
To  friends  around  his  philosophic  throne; 
fU  in/iuence  vide  imprw'd  cut  letter'd  ule, 
And  lucid  vigour  mark'd  the  general  ttyU  ■• 
As  Nile's  proud  waves,  gwoln  from  their  oozy  bed. 
First  o'er  the  neighbouring  meads  majestic  spread; 
Till,  gatheriog  force,  they  more  and  mare  expaod. 
And  with  new  virtue  fertilize  the  land." 

Almost  the  sole  prose-woFlc,  we  bdieve,  written,  or  at  Least 
acknowledged  by  himi  consists  of  a  letter  to  X>r.  Priestley,  in 
which  he  ridicules  the  pretensions  of  the  slave-merchants  and 
filare-owners,  to  a  property  in  the  unhappy  negroes. 

Of  his  numerous  bons  mots,  we  shall  only  repeat  one;  and 
that  merely  because  it  may  be  fairly  deemed  classicaL  The 
author  of  the  "  Rise  and  Decline  of  the  Roman  Empire," 
happening  one  afternoon  to  hurst  fort)i  into  a  high  eulc^ium 
on  the  Bf^gar's  Opera,  as  tending  manifestly  to  civilize  the 
brutal  manners  of  Elnglish  robbers;  his  friend  in  return  ex- 
dumed;  "  Yes  I  Gay  was  the  Orpheus  of  our  iiighwaymen." 

Mr.  Courtenay  married  early  in  life,  and  has  had  several 
children.  His  son,  Dr.  Courtenay,  who  was  educated  as  a 
clergyman  of  the  church  of  England,  is  supposed  to  read  and 
recite  both  prose  and  verse  better  than  any  other  man  in 
London.  One  of  his  daughters  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr. 
Johnson,  a  banker ;  while  another  is  the  wiie  of  Mr.  Laurence 
Dundas,  who,  after  residing  some  years  in  India,  now  addicts  - 
himself  to  literary  pursuits. 

Mr,  Courtenay  passed  a  few  of  the  last  ydftrs  of  his  existence,  jf 
not  in  weahb,  at  least  with  a  competency.  On  bis  reigning  bi& 
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seat  for  Appleby,  he  was  allowed  by  the  munificent  patron, 
to  bestow  the  next  presentation  on  a  fiiend.  He  was  earnestly 
entreated  to  retain  the  office  of  Suireyor-Ooieral  of  the  Ord- 
nance, but  be  pr^erred  bis  prindplea  to  his  interest,  on  this 
as  on  many  other  occasions. 

He  died  on  March  iliih  1816,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age; 
and  will  be  long  xemembered  for  his  wit,  bis  pbilantbropy, 
and  his  good  humour. 

Here  follows  a  List  o[  Mr.  Courtenay's  works : 

1.  A  Pamphlet,    containing   animadversions    op   the  late 
Duke  of  Bicbmond's  excessive  fondnees  for  Fortifications^  while  - 
Master-Oeneral  of  the  Ordnance,     Anon. 

2.  A  Poetical  Review  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  4to.  1786. 

3.  Philosophical  Reflections  on  the  late  Revolution  iu 
France,  in  a  (prose)  Letter  to  Dr.  Priestley,  8vo.  X790. 

4.  A  X^wtical  and  Hiilosophical  Review  of  the  French 
Revolution,  addressed  to  Mr.  Burke,  8vo.  179-3. 

5.  Tbe  present  State,  of  Manners,  Arts,  and  Politics  in 
France  and  Italy,  &c.  in  a  series  of  Poetical  Epistles,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Jq>hBon,  in  1792»  8vo.  1794. 
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The  Lise  op  the  Right  Hoh.  PATRICK  DUIGENAN% 
LL.D. 

LATE  M.  P.  FOR  ARMAGH,  AND  A  PRIVY  COUHCtLLOR  OF  IRELAHD. 
A  OOVBRNOB  OF  THX  CODNTY  OF  CATHERLOUGH,  VICAH-OBNERAI. 
OF  THK  METROPOLITAN  CHURCH  OF  ARMAGH,  AMD  OF  THE 
COKSISTORIAL  COURT  OF  IRELAND  ;  JUDGE  OF  THE  PREROGA- 
TIVE COVRT  J  ASVOCATB-ORNBRAI.  Ot  THE  HIOH  COURT  OF  AD- 
MIRALTY i  VICAR-GRNERAL  OF  THE  DIOCESES  OF  HEATH  AND 
BLPHIK}  AND  king's  PROFESSOR  OF  COMMON  LAW  IN  IRELAND. 

X  HE  geDtleman,  rd  outline  of  whose  life  is  here  Rbout  to  be 
attempted,  hRG  risen  from  low  b^nnings,  and  by  slow  d^j^rees 
to  a  considerable  portion  of  eminence  althoagh  not  of  popu- 
larity. Having  attained  a  great  age,  lie  outlived  nearly  all  his 
contemporaries ;  and  such  is  the  confessed  obscurity  of  his  origin 
that  the  particulars  of  his  birth,  and  of  his  early  years,  have 
not  been  hitherto  developed  with  sufficient  precision. 

Patrick  Duigen^,  generally  allowed  to  be  the  eon  of  an 
obscure  Hibernian  peasant,  is  said  by  one  of  his  own  countiy- 
men,  "  irom  the  very  sound  of  the  name  to  have  been  per- 
fectly Irish;"  "nor  would  it  be  rash  to'infer,"  it  is  added,. 
"  that  it  must  have  been  Catholic,  as  well  as  Irish ;  for  though, 
there,  are  considerable  numbers  of  that  name  in  the  country, 
yet  not  in  one  instance,  of  one  hundred,  is  it  found  to  desig- 
nate a  Protestant  or  a  Sectary.  It  is  among  the  felidties  of  the 
Doctor,  therefore,"  continues  his  compatriot,  "  that  his  talents 
and  his  virtues  are  not  obscured  by  the  i^l^idour  of  anoestry, 
Olid  that  his  strong  attachment  to  the  established  Church,  and 
the  Protestant  ascendancy  cannot  be  attributed  to  early  pre- 
judice." • 

■  Anothci  of  hii  countrymen,  luciQ, 

"  Hut  Di.  If.  mfci   hii  binh  to  FiddrO'DewgaDU,  and    Jou  lul  n'A,    Iwn 

Citbolin,  who  *ab<Uwd  bj  tesABg  aUdt  oft  om  of  dM  bMoit  mtatntiM  of  (ha 
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'That  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  who  was  horn  abont  the 
year  1735,  was  of  true  Irieh  descent;  and  that  he  was 
brought  up  in  a  cottage  in  Ireland,  can  scarcely  be  a  subject 
of  censure  or  disgrace  to  an  enlightened  and  libei'al  reader ; 
that  he  arose  from  a  state  of  beggary  to  affluence,  betokens  at 
least,  the  possession  of  some  good  qualities ;  and  as  ndtber 
his  country,  nor  his  condition,  was  an  object  of  choice,  it 
argues  but  little  criminabty,  or  even  bad  taste,  should  all 
these  charges  be  actually  verified  1 

It  has  been  asserted,  however,  to  the  writer  of  this  article, 
on  the  &Jth  of  one  <^  his  own  nation,  who  sat  for  many  years 
with  him  in  parliament ;  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  Protestant 
schoolmaster  of  the  Church  of  England,  by  a  Presbyterian 
wife;  and,  indeed,  if  this  be  the  case,  the  marked  diff^ence  of 
^th,  that.is  aaid  to  have  existed  both  in  bis  Other's,  and  in  his* 
own  &mUy,  ought  to  have  whispered  constantly  in  his  ear 
the  Christian  niaxims  of  chari^  in  respect  to  all  sects  and  pro- 
fessions whatsoever. 

It  is  a  well  known  fitct,  that  Mr.  Duigenan  was  entered  a» 
am^nber  of  the  college  of  Dublin,  in  the  humble  ct^Mcity  ofi^ 
«zer.  That  he  was  not  a  genUeman-commoner,  is  allowed  on 
all  hands :  but  that  he  was  not  a  «  P^st,"  is  pretty  certain. 


count)' of  Leittim."   He  >]»  moinuint  that  he  mi  tnteudnt  foe  •  print,  but  coDTinid 

hj  m  Proleatuit  QergjiiuD,  arho  kep^  >  Khool,   ind  niwd  bim  to  the  linulioii  of  Iiii- 

"  Wiihhii  elenlion,  OUT  bcro  *dopting  new  tiewi,  rod  hii  n 
huiol  Dims  ofO'Diwigcntn,  which  he  (bou^t  uvound  too  i 
sune  Fiotenant  ■pp«lliik>n  DTDuigento. 

"  Mt.Duigenui,  u  waniuit  nov  nil  hin,  remiined  (t  ibiiichool,  till  bj^  the 
(■rDtToliDt  lid  of  hii  mutei,  he  icquiied  u  much  leaiuing  u  ensblsd  him  to  gain 
■dmliiion  u  ■  lixtr  to  Triniij  CoU^e,  Dublin,  ohtre,  conicloiis  he  wu  Gghiing  pro 
laigidbut,  bia  ■[^lintiou  wm  w  iulenie,  that  though  uniuiited  by  any  extraordiDuj 
uleiita,  ha  cAtuned  a  uh(riaiihip,  and  aitennnli  in  due  lime  a  fellowahip,  then  the 
highw  pcjnt  of  ambillon  (o  »hich  he  could  aspire. 

"  Amonf  the  IriihCalholieait  a  unirenallj  oba^ired.  Tint  kiin-dritd  Pnlalan  t, 
(b7  wbicb  ia  meant,  ihofc  who  haTf  read  their  leranation  from  tlie  Church  of  Rpnw,. 
(o  (hat  of  England  or  Ireland},  are  pecullaily  intolerant  anJ  hoatile  to  the  menbeitor 


llii,  lilu  the  other  extract!  in  the  text,  will  lene  to  ihim,  not  only  the  exteiit,  bat 
tiao  the  bittonMM  of  the  pr^udkea  cxiitiii(  tpim  th«  tutyact  irf  thi>  memoir. 
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from  the  very  drcunutance  of  his  admission :  for,  it  seems  to 
have  been  the  pohcy  of  former  times,  to  have  excluded  the 
Irish  Catholic  from  all  Protestant  free  schools,  as  veil  as  this 
celebrated  universiCy.  In  consequraice  of  such  mischievqas 
miamanagement,  those  who  remained  at  home,  being  utterly 
deedtute  of  the  very  elements  of  knowledge,  became  idle^  dis- 
orderly, and  disloyal ;  while  such  as  were  sent  to  study  io 
foreign  colleges  and  semioari^,  not  unfrequently,  carried  arms 
against  their  native  country.  Thanks  to  the  generous  and  en- 
lightened policy  of  the  present  times,  most  if  not  all  these  traces 
of  unfeeling  barbarity  vhave  disappeared,  and  no  portion  <rf' 
Christendom  has  beheld  the  light  of  civilization  beam  upon  it, 
with  such  sudd^)  splendour,  as  Ireland,  during  the  course  of 
the  present  reign ! 

As  we  are  reduced  to  conjectures,  it  is  not  at  all  impro- 
bable, that  Mr.  -Duigenan  was  originally  one  of  those  poor 
scfaplars  accustomed  formerly  to  wander  through  the  country 
in  search  of  bread  and  patrtmage.  He  fcnind  both  in  Dublin. 
Tha%,  his  industry  was  rewarded,  first  with  a  scholarship, 
and  then  with  a  lay-iellowship,  of  which  two  only,  we  beUeve^ 
are  allowed  by  the  statutes.  He  also  obtained  the  degrees  c^ 
M.  A.  and  LL.  D.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  like  many  of  those 
who  are  poor,  and  unprotected,  the  whisperings  of  ambidon 
taught  him,  for  a  while,  to  look  up  to  the  Church  for  pre- 
ferment. But  in  in  aiiapicious  hour,  he  determined  to  study 
the  law ;  and  in  addition  to  the  advantages  derived  from  that 
professsion,  soon  enjoyed  no  small  dc^^e  of  support  and 
protection  from  the  dignitaries  who  preside  over  ecclesiasdcal 

One  early  instance  of  his  indep^ident  spirit  has  been 
quoted  against  this  genUeman,  by  his  numerous  host  of 
enemies,  which,  on  another  occasion^  and  in  respect  to  any 
other  mian,  would  have  been  followed  by  praise  and  commen- 
dation. In  1 774,  the  late  Right  Hon.  John  Hely  Hutchinson 
was  nominated  by  dint  of  influence,  Provost  of  Trini^  Col- 
ic^ Dublin,   in    the  room    of  the   Bight    Hon.    Francis 
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Andrews.  This  enviable  distinctioD  has  been  genenDy  con- 
ferred on  men  of  proibtmd  erudition ;  and  was  always  deem- 
ed on  appropriate  reward  for  diettngaiehed  claMical  learn- 
ing. In  the  present  instance,  the  honour  was  bestow- 
ed, on  a  lawyer  of  great  practice,  a  secretary  of  state  of 
acknowledged  talents,  and  a  senator  whose  speeches  were 
allowed  to  abound  with  point  and  briUianiy.  But  be  was 
not  celebrated  for  his  scholarship;  be  had  never  been  the 
protector  of  learning,  or  the  encourager  ofgamus;  and  many 
members  of  the  coll^  were  bat  Httle  pleased  with  a  nomi- 
n^coi  originating  solely,  as  it  was  ^ught,  in  parUamen- 
tory  interest 

On  this  occasion,  Hr.  Duigenan  exhibited  his  displeasure, 
by  the  publicaUon  of  a  Latin  poon,  oititled  "  Lachryms 
Academicse ;"  and  the  first  —  and  if  we  arc  to  £re£t  his 
fees — the  last  instance  alsos  of  his  indepoideno^  by  with- 
drawing from  under  thejurisdietion  of  a  magistrate  to  whom 
he  did  not  chuse  to  pay  an  unwilling  obedience.  He  retaned, 
however,  his  d^;ree  of  LL.D.  and  his  utuadon  of  Lecturer  in 
Civil Lsnr;  which  latter  office,  like  the  Sonaet,  we  bfelieve,  is 
merely  tiitdar  s  bong  almost,  if  not  altc^ether,  a  araecnre. 

Long  previous  to  this.  Dr.  Dirigenan  had  practised  in  tlie 
M  Four  Courts,"  as  th^  are  called ;  for  he  had  beoi  call^  to 
the  Irish  Bar,  m  Michaelmas  term  1 767,  and  even  obtidhed 
a  silk  gown,  as  king's  ooimsel ;  which, '  m  this  country,  would 
•erre  to  denote  some  professsional  emin«Bce.  When  Ire- 
land asserted  her  legi^tive  ind^)endenee  tm  En^and,;  she 
also  established  Inns  of  Court ;  and  he  became  a  Bencli^  of 
one  of  these,  so  early  as  1784. 

Previously  to  this  p^od,  the  Irish  student  was  c^lig^  to 
eat  his  commons,  end  keep  his  terms  regulariy,  iA  the  Middle 
Ton^e,  Lincohi's  Inn,  Sec,  and  if  is  in  a  high  degree 
ptobal^  that  the  sul^ect  of  this  memoir,  attended  West- 
Mfaufet  Kail,  kng  befoi^  he  nade  his  bow  to  the  Bench  in 
Berlin.  In  1795hewae8pp(^]itedKing'BAdvdcate-Oen^ral, 
in  the  room  d*  Sir  James  ChestertM;  aild  he  at  length  aspired 
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to,  and  obtained  the  honour  of  bang  a  Jadge  in  the  Prero- 
gative Court;  such,  indeed,  seems  to  have  been  his  im- 
portance in  the  eyes  of  the  clergy,  thafi  the  Archbishops  and 
Bishops  of  the  sister'  kingdom,  appear  to  have  strove  vAo 
should  befriend  him  most.  Mimy  lucrative  appointments 
followed  of  course,  in  the  train  of  ecclesiastical  patronage ; 
and  be  was  at  length  indebted,  to  the  same  prolific  source,  Sot 
a  seat  in  the  l^slature. 

Bdng  a  jealous  memb«  of  the  established  Churdi,  and  a 
firm  friend  to  the  "  Protestant  ascendancy,  as  by  law  esta- 
blished," a  term  of  v«ry  ambiguous  import,  as  it  originally  im- 
plied depression,  and  submission  on  the  part  of  a  proscribed 
ftith;  we  find  him  sitting  as  a  represoitative  for  several. 
Irish  boroogbs  in  succession.  In  1 790,  he  was  returned  for 
Old  X«i^)lin,  in  the  county  of  Cathertough ;  and  aAewards  for 
Armagh  which  he  continued  to  represent  until  his  death. 

"  His  adherence  to  the  Old  High  Church  principles,"  says 
one  of  his  contemporaries,  "  finally  procured  him  a  seat  in 
parliament,  when  the  mcreaaing  liberality  of  public  feeling 
made  it  likely  that  those  principles  might  need  an  advocate  to 
support  them.  Sent  to  the  Senate  by  clerical  infiuence,  Dr. 
Dniganan  has  never  fbi^tten  what  he  owes  to  his  patrons,  nor 
has-  be  at  any  time  omitted  an  occasion,  of  inculcating  on 
the  House  and  the  public,  the  virtues,  the  pov^-ty,  and  the 
loyalty  of  ^  clergy ;  or  of  holding  out  popery  and  sectarists, 
as  the  enemies  of  God,  and  of  religion ;  of  moral  duty  and  of 
good  government. 

"  It  is  not  mity  i^ainst  papists  and  sectarista,  as  such,  that 
the  caustic  eloquence  of  Dr.  Duigenan  is  directed;  thelrish,  as 
diatinguished  from  the  British  settler,  and  their  descendants 
in  Ir^uid,  are  equally,  at  times,  the  smarting  victims  of  his 
tongue;  even  a  name  sounding  like  that  of  an  Irishman, 
or  an  Irish  Catholic,  fiunishes  a  theme  for  the  parliamentary 
invectives  of  the  learned  Doctor.  The  unfortunate  name  of 
Ket^k,  which  belonged  to  a  man  some  time  active  in  the  cause 
of  emiuidpation  and  reform,  has  more  than  once  hken  pro-. 


Dcillizedoy  Google 


366  nS.  DUIOENAN. 

nounced  by  Dr.  Patrick  Duigeoan  in  a  manner,  and  a  tone, 
which,  while  it  entertained  the  Eeaate,  spokehis  contempt  and 
scorn  &>T  Irish  gutturals. 

*'  It  would  be  doing  great  injustice  to  this  learned  gentle- 
man to  insinuate  that  he  is  an  indolent  senator,  except  when 
the  concerns  ofthe  church  call  for  his  exertions ;  the  iiict  is,  he  is 
one  of  the  most  zealous  supporters  of  the  Irish  administration, 
and  the  most  devoted  enemy  of  sedition  in  every  form ;  but  it 
must  be  acknowledged,  that  his  powers  -are  most  hapfnly 
.  raised  when  the  interests  of  the  clergy  combine  with  the  safety 
of  the  stat^  and  when  he  labours  at  once  for  God,  and  for 
his  country.  Hence,  it  is  that  he  calls  forth  his  finest  figure^ 
and  flames  with  most  heat,  when  he  opposes  such  a  man  as 
Mr.  Grattan,  who  m  mistakingly  would  engraft  relig^oue  itee- 
dom  on  civil  liberty. 

"  Indeeed,  against  such  men  as  Mr.  Grattan,  the  Doctor 
delights  to  pitt  himself.  Even  when  that  g^itleman  had  retired 
from  parliament,  his  address  to  his  constituents,  and  some 
other  trifies  which  appeared  in  public  under  his  name,  excited 
the  attention  and  roused  the  fire  of  the  Doctor.  He  attacked 
than  in  a  pamphlet  so  much  in  the  Doctor's  strong  way,  so 
vehement,  we  do  not  say  so  scurrilous  and  so  abusive,  that 
Mr.  Grattan  thought  himself  called  upon  to  give  the  goilJe- 
man,  who  had  taken  so  much  offence  at  him,  some  other  way 
of  obtaining  satis&ction  than  mere  writing  would  aficnrd  him  ;  he' 
accordingly  left  IxHidon,  went  to  Dublin,  and,  after  publishing 
an  advertisement  in  most  of  the  London  and  Dublin  pi^rs,  in 
which  he  applied  the  strongest  ^ithets  of  contempt  to  the  Doc- 
tor's pcblioation,  gave  noUce,  that  for  a  certain  number  of  days, 
in  the  advertisement  mentioned,  he  should  be  found  at  Kcams's 
Hotel,  in  Kildare-street.  The  Doctor,  however,  on  this  occa- 
sion, shewed  himself  a  well-disposed  subject,  who  could  not 
easily  be  persuaded  to  break  the  peace:  he  exerted  no  sagacity 
in  finding  out  Mr.  Grattan's  meaning,  and  Mr.  G>  knowing 
perhaps,  the  danger  of  giving  an  ecclesiastical  judge  a  more  ex- 
plicit declaration  of  it,  returned  after  some  time  to  England. 
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**  It  Is  r^narkable,  that  Dr.  DuigeDan  is  at  present  a 
widower;*  —  his  wife  wu  a  very  ri^d  Catholic ;  end  not- 
withstanding the  vehemence  of  his  declaration  against  popery, 
and  his  strong  (^[^position  to  every  popish  claim,  he  Icept 
constaDtly,  during  his  wife's  life,  a  Catholic  priest  in  his  house, 
as  her  confessor  and  chaplain.  He  is  still  a  healthy,  strong 
man,  thou^  in  declining  years :  —  whether  he  will  a  second 
time  connect  himself  with  the  abominations  of  Babylon,  is  a 
matter  of  curious  qieculation." 

Such  was  the  character  drawn  of  Dr.  Duigenan  during  his 
lifetime;  but  it  is  to  be  hope^  that  if  the  outline  in  the 
least  resemUes  the  orijpnal,  that  the  features  are  grossly 
exaggeratetL  i 

As  the  union  between  the  nster  kingdoms  has  generally 
been  deemed  a  grand  political  measure,  highly  beneficial,  and 
ponducave  to  the  ^safety  of  both,  he  ought  at  least  to  have 
some  o-edit  on  that  account  It  was  he  who  first  had  the 
boldness  to  InHitton  the  then  odious  word  "  Union !"  in  the 
Irish  ParUsmieoL  NcA  in  the  least  daunted  by  the  recep- 
tion he  then  e]q>erienced.  Dr.  Duigenan  advocated  the  mea- 
sure when  it  came  r^nlarly  before  the  '  House';  and  lived 
to  see  It  effected,  although  not  without  a  long  and  violent 
stn^ggle. 

"Wliile  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  he  constantly 
udedwith  Ministers  uwho  appear,  however,  to  have  been  fully 
salable  that  he  had  rendered  himself  peculiarly  obnoxious. 
Accordingly,  on  being  queutioned,  as  to  the  services  that  had 
Blade  him  worthy  of  a  seat  in  the  Irish  Privy  Council,  it  was 
intimated,  that  it  was  merely  for  the  purpose  of  furthering 
public  buunesB ;  and  it  was  added,  at  the  same  time,  by  way 
of  iqwlc^,  that  this  measure  had  originated  with  the  Primatel 
Such  was  the  violence  ofparly  zeal  ag^st  this  gentleman,  that 
iipme  years  sinc^  a  pamphlet  of  a  very  nngtdar  character,  with 
the  following  litl^  was  published  in  Ixindtm :  "  A  feir  Repre- 
sentation of  the  present  State  of  Ireland,  Sic.  Stc.  by  Patrick 
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Duigenan,  LL.  D.  one  of  the  BepreseDtatives  of  the  Gty 
of  Armagh  in  Parliament."  Soon  ailer  its  appearaacei  an 
action  was  tM-ougbt,  and  the  canie  comiag  on  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  Westminster,  before  the  late  Lord  KMiyon; 
the  Chi^  Justice  pronounced  it  to  be  an  atrocious  libcJ,  and 
the  Jury  awarded  SOOl.  damages. 

In  F^niary,  1805,  the  learned  Doctor  supported  the  Irish 
habeas  corpus  suapeosion  bill,  and  in  April  voted  for  rrftnring 
the  case  of  Lord  Melville  to  a  special  cooamittee,  instead  of 
declaring  him  guil^.  Soon  afler  this  he  indicated  an  intention 
of  bringing  in  a  bill  for  the  reUef  of  stdpendiary  curates  in 
Ireland;  and  when  Mr.  Fox  made  his  motion  relative  to  an 
extension  of  the  Iranchises  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  that 
country,  May  1 2,  he  spoke  at  large  t^nst  the  propoatitHi. 
On  this  oecasion,  he  deprecated  the  possibihty  of  the  exist- 
ence "  of  a  Catholic  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Cathc^c  High 
Sheriffs  in  Ireland,  as  the  Catholics  might  next  attack  the 
diurch  eidjU>liEhmeQt."  He  also  entertained  some  doubts  as 
to  the  force  which  they  entertained  of  an  oath,  and  seemed  to 
think  that  the  doctrine  of  "  keeping  no  &ith  with  heretics," 
was  not  as  yet  quite  exploded. 

The  meralx?  for  Armagh  concluded  by  remarking,  "  that 
of  all  governments  on  the  &ce  .  of  the  earth,  the  Britishlgo- 
venunent  demanded  most  imperiously  the  exclusion  of  Ktnnan 
Catholics  for  ever  &om  any  share  in  its  l^slature,  decidedly 
inimical  as  they  hitd  ever  shewn  themselves  to  heretics.  He 
could  not  thneEbre  avoid  expressing  his  asbmiahment,  that 
any  tuti<Hial  ;nan  ^ould  wiA  for  their  admisc^n.  It  had 
been  said  that  little  would  be  granted  by  conceding  ^at 
the  Catholics  claimed ;  but  he  was  of  o^nion,  that  although 
little  ntight  be  granted,  that  little  was  die  supreme  legisla- 
ture of  the  cobntry-  If  the  grant  of  the  elective  iranchise 
was  to  be  made  on  argument  for  the  granting  of  the  re- 
presaitative  iranchisei  it  waa  with  Mm  an  argument  for 
taking  away  the  dective  franchise,  because  the  repres^ita- 
tive  franchise  coold  not  be  granted  without  the  defltniction  of 
the  constitution. 
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Dr.  Dulgenui  vu  accu«toined  to  come  to  London  every 
year ;  and  as  he  muolly  resided  in  Westminster,  within  a  short 
distance  of  St  Stephen's  Chftpel,  he  was  thus  enabled  to 
be  a  constant  attendant  there.  In  the  spring  he  regularly 
returned  to  Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  his  nu- 
mravus  official  duties  of  Vicar-General  to  the  Metropolitan 
Court  of  Armagh,  King's  Advocate-General  of  the  Court 
of  Adntlratty ;  Vicar-Oeneral  of  the  Diocese  of  Meath,  Sec 

During  the  summer  he  generally  resided  st  his  country 
seat,  at  Merion  Avenue,  Booterstown,  in  the  county  aP 
Armagh. 

Dr.  Duigenan  was  suddenly  s^zed  with  the  iQnest  diat 
terminated  his  life.  On  a  physician  being  called  in,  he  was 
pnmounced  not  to  be  in  any  danger ;  and  bo  assured  vs» 
he  himself  of  this,  that  he  afterwards  arose,  and  breakfasted 
as  usual.  He  died,  however,  on  Thursday,  the  loth  of  April, 
1816,  at  his  apartments  in  Parliament-street. 

He  was  twice  married ;  first  to  the  daughter  of  a  Cathdic 
goitlenutn  of  the  .county  of  Meath,  who  was  uster  to  Lady 
Smith,  widow  of  the  Chief  Baron;  over  the  faith  of  his 
spouse,  it  is  said,  that  be  pretended  to  no  ctmtroul  whatso- 
ever, notwithstanding  the  violence  of  his  zeal  against  others  of 
that  persuasion. 

His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Hepenstal,  widow  of  Mr.  George 
Hepenstal,  an  attorney,  and  clerk  of  the  police  establishment 
of  the  city  of  Dublin,  who  survives  him.  He  left  no  issue  by 
either  c^his  marriages. 

As  his  offices  were  both  numerous  and  lucrative,  his  inc<Mne 
large,  and  his  expenditure  small,  it  is  not  at  all  Burprisin^ 
that  he  should  amass  a  large  fortune.  The  bulk  of  this  is 
said  to  be  devised  to  Sir  William  Smith,  a>ne  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  who  is  nephew 
to  his  first  wife. 

Dr.  Duigoian  lived  to  be  an  octogenarian.     He  was  robust 

both  in  person  and  constitution :  a  short,  fiit,  stout  man,  with  a 

dark  gr^  coat*  and  a  black  scratch  wig.    He  was  one  of  the 

old  school  of  Irish  Protestants ;  and  by  a  strange  political  anar- 

BB 
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chnmianf,  avowed  those  principles,  and  proctiaed  those  toiets, 
that  were  both  current  and  popular  during  the  cruel  and 
bloody  wan  that  took  place  in  the  IJoie  at  .Elizabeth  and  of 
Cromwdl. 

Lilt  of  Dr.  Duigcnan's  Works. 

1.  LaduTma  Academicae. 

2;  A  Pamphlet  on  the  sulject  of  the  Insurrections  ia  Mun- 
gter,  by  '*  Huophilas." 
•     3.  ObserratitHu  on  Mr.   Grattan's  Addren  to  his  Con-  ' 
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The  Life  o?  the  Right  Hon.  SAMUEL- Lord  Viscoont 
HOOD,  BaBON  of  CATHEaiNOTON,  AND  A  Baeoset  ; 

ADHIRAL  OF  THE  KI^  (  GOVERNOR  OP  GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  ;  AN 
ELDER  BROTHER  OF  TB8  TRINITY  HOUSE  ;  KNIGHT  GRAND  CROSS 
OF  THE  ORDER  OF  TBE  BATH,  &C.  tCC. 

«  VENTIS  8ECUND1S," 

X  HIS  femily  has  obtained  great  distinction  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice ;  and,  in  addition  to  other  honours,  and  no  small  portion 
of  wealth  and  celebrity,  acquired  no  fewer  than  five  patents 
of  peerage,  during  the  late  war. 

Samuel  Hood  was  the  elder  son  of  the  Reverend  Samuel 
Hood,  first,  Vicar  of  Butlcy,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and 
-  afterwards  of  Thomcomb^  in  Devonshire,  hy  Maiy,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Hoskins,  Esq.  of  Beaminster,  in  the  county  of 
Dorset.     He  was  born,  Dec.  12,  1724 ;  and  as  his  fether  waa 
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himseif  a  yotmger  brother,  and  neither  hu  fbrtime  nor  prrfer- 
ment  considerable,  both  he  and  hi*  ]ate  brother,  Alexander, 
(afterwards  ViscOunt  Bridport), .  were  destined  for  the  sea 
teryiee. 

The  former  commaiced  his  naval  career  as  a  midshipman 
oa  board  the  Ronmey  of  uxty-fbur  gons,  in  1 740,  at  tlie  age 
of  sixteen ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  six  years,  iras  ^tpinnted 
lieutenant  on  board  the  Winchelses,  e  twenty  gun  diip^ 
While  serving  in  this  ci^wci^,  he  was  wounded  during  an 
action  with  a  French  frigate.  In  1 754,  he  became  a  master 
and  commander,  as  this  rank  was  thai  termed;  in  which 
staUon  he  repured  on  board  the  Jamuca  sloop  of  war.  In  Joly 
1 756,  we  find  him  serving  as  captun  to  Commodore  Hoboes ; 
but  it  was  not  until  1 759,  that  he  had,  for  the  first  ttm^  an 
opportunity  of  disUngoisbihg  himsdf  by  his  gallantry  and 
seamanship. 

Sailing  from  Portsmouth  in  the  Antelope,  of  fiffy  goas,  a 
clean  ship,  and  a  crew  freA  from  port,  on  the  1 3th  of  Fe- 
bruary, he  descried  the  Bellona,  a  vessel  of  equal  force  to  his 
own,  bound  from  Martinico  to  Brest.  On  this,  he  ordered 
every  rag  of  canvas  to  be  spread,  and  cconing  instantly  to  dose 
quartnv,  atier  a  sharp  actitm  of  four  hours,  tBe  Connt  Beao- 
honnoir  was  obliged  to  surrender :  Admiral  Lord  Anson,  the 
first  Commissioner  of  the  Admiralty,  presented  the  victor  to 
-  Georgell.andthecommandoftheAfrica,  a  six^-four  gun  ship, 
was  immediately  conferred  on  him,  as  a  reward  for  this  exploit. 
He  was  afterwards  employed  in  the  bcunbardment  of  Havre  de 
Grace,  under  Rodn^ ;  and  served,  during  three  years  in  the 
Mediterranean,  with  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Saunders. 

On  the  peace  taking  place.  Captain  S.  Hood  retired  to  his 
fimily:  for  on  August  35,  1759,  he  had  married  Susanna, 
daughter  of  Edward  Linzee  of  Portsmouth,  £sq.  who,  by 
acting  several  times  as  mayor  of  that  corporation,  had  secured 
s  con^derable  degree  of  influence  both  there  and  elsewhere- 
After  remaining  some  time  at  hcmte,  in  I768,  the  command  of 
the  Boston  was  conferred  on  bhof  on  board  which  he  hasted 
a  broad  pendant. 
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In  1 778,  he  was  nominiited  Commisdoner  of  the  Dock 
Yard  at  Portsmouth,  an  honourable  end  hicrotiTe  ntoatioa ; 
and  on^  too,  partjcularijr  agreeable  both  to  himself  aitd  &- 
mily,  on  aooount  of  tbar  connections  there.  During  the  coune 
of  the  «ne  jpear,  he  obtained  a  patent  for  a  baronetcy. 

But,  as  if  be  had  retained  the  office  of  comtnifiNoner,  he 
would  most  probably  have  lost  his  Bag,  Sir  Samuel  soon  after 
I'edgned  Us  civil  employment,  and,  in  1 7S0,  was  promoted  a 
Rear-Admiral  {  with  which  rank  he  sailed  for  the  West 
bdies,  on  board  die  Barflenr  of  ninety-eig^  guns.  Hia  first 
exploit  durii)g  the  American  war,  took  place  in  Basse  Terre 
road,  St.  Christcf>ker*s,  at' the  b^;inniDg  of  1782.  Admiral 
the  Count  de  Grasgc  had  arrived  there,  with  a  formidable  fleet, 
cinuiBtingof  tweDty-nine  two  deckers,  on  purpose  to  attack 
the  island ;  im  which,  die  subject  of  this  memoir,  witb  a  squa- 
dron eatmsting  <^  only  twenty-two  lat^  ships,  sailed  to  defend 
it  With  these  be  formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  mamawred  eo 
ai  to  induce  tbe  French  to  quit  their  anchorage ;  on  whidi  it 
was  promptly  seized,  and  dexterously  occupied  by  the  English. 
Astomshcd  at  being  foiled  in  thin  pslpahlp  manner. by  an  info> 
rior  force,  Ae  Count  made  a  bold  attadc  on  the  Engli^  aqu&- 
^bon  in  the  coDne  of  the  very  nsctt  day ;  but  his  recq)d<m  waa 
so  warm,  that  he  deemed  himself  extremely  fortunate  to  be 
able  to  Aeer  <^  without  achieving  his  object.  In  the  official 
letter  to  the  Lords  of  tlie  Admiralty,  after  detailii^  the  parti- 
culars of  the  wgagement.  Sit  Samuel  Hood  concludes  as 
follows:  — 

**  Many  of  the  Ft'endt  ships  must  have  su&red  very  eoa- 
md^^ly ;  and  the  Ville  de  Paris  was  upon  the  heel  oil  the  mxt 
day  covering  her  diot-boles.     By  information  &om  the  shore,    . 
the  French  ships  have  sent  to  St.  Eustatius  upwards  of  1000 
wounded  m^i." 

7^.  gallant  and  sktlfuj  exertion  of  seamanship  was  fidlowed 
soon  after  by  the  important  victory  of  tlie  12th  of  August, 
under  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  which  is  not  only  memo- 
rably as  being  the  first  great  hia/w  pvea  to  Ae  French  ssarine  in 
that  war,  but  as  introducing  the  new  nMKCtivie  in  naval  tocticsj 
BB  5 
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by  meam  of  which  X^rd  Nelson,  at  a  iiitare  pariod,  gained  ■ 
the  battle  of  the  Nfle. '  To  this,  it  nu^  also  be  &irly  added/ 
that  it  saved  Jamaica  firom  inrasioii,  if  not  from  capture ;  and. 
also  secured  the  possession  of  all  our  remaining  islands  in  ^ 
West  Indies.  Here  follows  an  extract  of  Admiral  Sir  George. 
Bridges  Rodney's  dispatch,  dated  **  FoimidaUe,  April  14, 
1782,"  so  far  as  it  is  connected  with  the  lo-nces  of  thesid^ect- 
of  this  article,  who  then  acted  as  second  in  command :  — 

"  It  has  pleased  God,  out  of  his  divine  providence  to  grant 
to  His  Bliyestjr's  snns  a  most  complete  victory  over  &e  fleeta 
of  his  enemies,  commanded  by  Comit  de  Grasses  who  is  him- 
self ci^itured,  with  the  Ville  de  I^rit,  and  four  other  ships, 
besides  one  sunk  in  the  action. 

**  Both  fleets  have  greatly  soared ;  but  it  is  with  the  hi^iest 
satisfaction  I  can  assure  thejr  Lordships,  Uiat  tiMm^  the  masts, 
sails,  rising,  and  hulls  of  tlie  British  fleet  are  damaged,  yet 
the  loss  of  men  has  been  small,  considering  the  length  of 
the  battle,  and  the  close  action  they  ao  long  sustained,  and  in 
which  both  fleets  located  npoa  the  honour  of  Uieir  king  and 
country  to  be  most  essoitially  i»nccmed.  The  great  si^Iy 
of  naval  stores  lately  arrived  at  the  West  Indies,  will,  I  flatto- 
myself,  soon  repur  all  the  danuiges  His  Mqea^s  fleet  has 
sustained. 

^'  7^ gallant  behaowur  of  the  queers  andmen  «f  the^fieet  I 
have  the  htmour  to  command,  has  been  svek  as  must  fir  eoer  endear 
them  to  ail  the  lovers  tf  thar  king  and  coantiy.  The  noble  be- 
haviour of  my  second  m  command.  Sib  Sajtuel  Hood,  Bart, 
kAo  in  both  actions  most  conspicuouAf  exerted  himse^,  demands 
jm/  wannest  encomiums.  Mif  third  in  command,  JSear-Admiral 
DraJce,  vAo  mth  his  division  led  the  batHe  on  the  i^ih^  deserves 
the  highest  praise,"  Sc 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  Samuel*  Hood,  on  this  occasion,  led  the 
van  division,  consisting  o^  1st,  the  Royal  Oak;  2d.  the  AI- 
fired;  Sd,  the  Montague;  1th,  the  Yarmouth;  5th,  the  Va- 
liant; 6th,  the  Barfleor;  7th,  the  Mpnarch;  8th,  -the  War- 
xior;  9th,  the  Bdliqueux;  10th,  the  Centaur;  11th,  theMag- 
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oificmt ;  aad,  IStb,  the  "William.  He  hinudf  yns  «tedoned 
OB  board  the  Barfleur  of  90  giina. 

Immediately  after  this  great  and  dednve  victoi^,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  monoir,  to  whcnn  the  French  Admiral  had 
stmck  hii  flag,  was  dispatched  to  the  Mona  Passage  to  inter- 
cept such  of  the  enemy's  squadron  as  mi^t  attempt  to  esq^ 
in  that  direcUon.  He  accordingly  captured  two  hne  of  battle 
ships,  and  two  frigates ;  after  which,  he  proceeded  with  all  the 
men  of  war,  c^uble  of  keeping  the  sea,  to  cruize  off  St 
Dcnningo. 

For  his  emmait  services  on  this  occaiiion,  he  was  created 
Baron  Hood  of  Catheriogton,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
Socm  after  this,  he  became  a  candidate  for  W^tminster,  in 
the  place  c^  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  who  was  advanced 
to  the  English  peerage ;  but  he  did  not  succeed,  in  this  attempt 
Howevsr,  at  the  dissolution  of  Parliament,  in  1784,  X<ord 
Hood  started  once  more  for  the  same  city.  Oo.  this  occasion, 
he  was  joined  by  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  Bart,  in  opposition  to  Mr- 
Fox  ;  and  as  the  stru^le  was  entirely  between  these  two  latter 
gentlem^  the  name  of  the  gallant  Admiral,  of  course,  stood 
at  the  head  of  the  polL 

In  1 788,  the  presence  of  Lord  Hood  bdng  absolutely  ne- 
cessary at  the  Admiral^,  on  account  of  his  acknowledged  skill 
and  experience,  be  was  obliged  to  vacate  his  seat,  on  being 
Donunated  one  of  the  Lords  .Commissioners.  On  this  occasion, 
the  Whigs  produced  Lord  John  Townsfaend  as  a  rival  can<h- 
date;  and  after  another  sharp  and  expensive  contest,  he  lost 
the  Section,  However,  in  1 790,  he  was  re-instated  in,tliat  as 
w^  as  in  the  succeeding  parUament ;  but  many  of  the  decton 
bdng  now  ^s^atisfied  with  a  ministry  which  he  had  constantly 
and  uniformly  supported  on  all  occasions,  it  was  deemed  premier, 
June  1,  1796,  to  expedite  a  pat^it  for  his  I.ordship,  as  Vis- 
coimt  Hood  of  Whitley,  in-the  comity  of  Warwick,  andking- 
dom  c^  Great  Britain.* 

Such  was  the  hi^  opinion  entertuned  by  Government  of 

■  Hii  wife  bad  been  cmced  *  buwcM  ■ome  lime  bcfgie. 
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hu  liorddup'a  abJMfm,  that,  in  IISO,  find  1791,  wbea  Mr, 
Pitt  Beemed  desiroiu,  first  of  a  war  with  Spain,  and  then  ydth 
Ruena,  hehAd  Imoi  Dooiiasted  to  the  cwnnuuid  of  two  Mp&- 
rate  iquadronA,  .fitted  out  &r  the  express  purpose  of  annojFuig 
each,  in  aocceHion.  Ailer  twice  striking  hi*  Rear-Admirsl's 
Sa^  be  WBB  nominated  Port  Admival  at  Portsmouth ;  which 
aituatun),by  means  of  a  Teiyunmual  degree  of  favour,  beheld 
for  sane  time,  in  conjunctim  with  his  seat  at  the  Admiralty 
Board. 

At  length  the  war  with  France,  which  commenced  in  1793, 
afibtded  this  great  naval  character  a  ^lew  ^d  more  ample  aceoe 
ciuilkm,  as-vdl  as  a  fresh  of^rtunity  of  distinguiabing  his 
talents  in  tctive  aerrice.  He  was  accordingly  nonunatfid  to  the 
command  of  a  ibrmidableileet,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  the 
Mediterranean.  His  powers  wore  full  and  amj^  on  this  oo 
cation ;  for  such  was  the  o^muon  conceived  of  his  eoagjr  and 
taloita,  that  an  unlimited  rdiuice  was  placed  in  both. 

By  this  time,  Louis  XVI^  like  our  Charles  I,,  had  wpai- 
cneed  a  vident  deith  on  a  public  scaffold;  and  France,  to- 
wards the  and  of  the  Ittth  century,  like  England,  about  the 
middle  (^the  17th,  had  declared  herself  a  rcpuUic,  With  an 
energy  addom  experienced,  even  in  limited  moBarcfaies,  this 
now  commonwealth  mote  all  her  enemies,  and  carried  ternn: 
and  deanlation  on  her  victorious  banners ;  while,  wonderfiil  to 
relate,  her  own  protinces  were  a  i»^  to  d<naeBtic  fiictionB  and 
civil  wan. 

Taking  advantage  of  thts  dreumstancc^  as  well  as  of  the 
■caroity  of  comtben.prevalent,  the  noble  Admiral  anchored sff 
the  Hieres  Isles,  and  kept  vp  a  dose  conummioationi  both 
with  MarsoUes  and  Tonloi:!.  Incotyuuctionwiththe  Boy^ists 
of  the  sooth,-  who,  on  the  present  occasion,  preferred  a  Sa- 
tagn-  domination  to  that  of  their  own  countrymen,  it  was  pro- 
powd  to  dian ember  France ;  and  thus  bereave  Paris  cf  all  the 
rich  products  of  the  country  to  the  south  of  the  Loire.  A 
plan  so  great,  extensive^  and  cwoplicated,  was  not  easily  e(- 
fected.  Lord  Hood,  however,  fbimd  means,  by  the  aid  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  to  seize  on  the  grand  naval  port 
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appertuning  to  the  French  in  the  MedkensneuL  Tiaa  wat 
immediately  garrisoned  mth  Gn^isfa,  Neapolitan,  and  E^tanish 
troopa,  and  actually  retained  for  several  months. 

At  length,  however,  a  formidable  army  was  assembled  around 
Toulon,  and  that  city  closely  im^sted  cm  the  land  side  *.  Oe- 
Dcral  O'Hora,  the  Governor,  having  been  taken  prisoner, 
while  gallantly  repnlsing  the  enemy ;  soon  after  this  evoit.  Ge- 
neral Dugonunier,  at  the  bead  of  an  immense  column,  stormed 
and  todt  possession  of  the  heights. 

The  ci^  of  Toulon  being  thus  rendered  Untenable  Lord 
Hood  immediately  prepared  to  do  every  thing  that  could  be 
ocpected  on  the  partofanablec<MnmaDder.  His  duty  vnu  now 
circumscribed  indeed  to  very  narrow  limits:  the  immediate  eva- 
onatioa  ^  the  place^  coupled  with  Ae  destruction  of  the  Frendh 
morui^  and  the  carrying  off  sndi  of  the  inhabitants  as,  haviDg 
opeoly  aided  the  Engli^,  were  justly  afraid  of  the  resentmoit 
of  their  own  countrymen.  So  many  oF  these  vrretched  people 
were  in  this  predicament,  tlutf  the  men  c^  war  were  Uterslly 
crowded  with  fiigitives;  and  on  bo&rd  Ae  Robust  alone^ 
althou^  only  a  third  rate,  no  fewer  than  S,300  were 
Msbariced.  *. 

In  the  mean  Hme,  ^  enemy,  apprdien»ve  of  a  conflsgra-^ 
titai,  threatened  to  storm  the  place,  and  actually  adopted  mea- 
sures Sar  that  purpose.  Notwitfafltanding  this,  Lord  Hood 
comaAtbed  ihe  desbruction  of  the  arsenal  and  dodc  yard  to  % 
Sidney  Smith,  then  acting  simply  as  a  volunteer ;  and  me^' 
sures  were  accordingly  odt^ited  to  carry  this  very  important 
measure  into  efiect.  Tea  sul  of  line  of  battle  ships,  then  on  the 
stocks,  were  burnt,  and  tiiree  sail  of  As  line,  and  four  fi^gates, 
were  carried  aWay.  The  chief  obstacle  to  diese  exploits,  arose 
not  on  the  part  of  the  remaining  inhabitants,  but  of  the  galley- 
slaves,  viho  are  said  to  have  exhibited  a  formidable  resistance ; 
while  the  saUors,  who  were  highly  discontented  at  the  cob- 
duct  of  some  of  tlieir  si^rior  officers,  refiised  to  obey  orders. 

*  The  CommluiiHim  Riord,  Tttiop,  toA  Robo^ene,  janior,  ■upainundtd  tba 
liegE ;  vhile  BuODtpinei  theo  iQ  obunrc  ofiicer,  <liicel«d  the  bdteriM  un  (be  heighu, 
dwt  lendered  ibe  plice  untcDlbtc 
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Here  follows  &  genovl  summary,  pabUshed  oa  the  pert  <rf'tli« 
English,  oa  this  memorable  occasion : 

Total  burnt  .  -  .  15 

E^csped  the  6une«  -    -  -  8 

Brought  off  by  Lord  Hood  -  Si 
Sent  to  Brest  with  refractory  Seamen  4  J 
Bunit  at  Leghorn,  (Le  Sdpion)         -        1 

Total        -        31 

The  French  bare  since,  confid^tly  asserted,  that  severd 
men  of  war,  suf^posed  to-  have  been  burnt  on  this  occBsioa* 
were  afterwards  equipped  and  sent  to  sea.  This  may  actually 
have  been  the  case;  but  the  truth>is,  that  great,  and  indeed} 
incalculable  damage  was  done  to  thdr  marine;  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  naval  part  of  this  achievement  was  completed  in 
a  most  able,  brilliant,  and  successftd  manner. 

Soon  after  this,  Lord  Hood,  is  consequ^ice  of  orders  from 
home,  blockaded  the  port  of  Genoa,  and  forced  the  Grand 
Diike  of  Tuscany  to  dismiss  the  French  ambassador. 

He  next  proceeded  to  Forto  Ferrsjo,  and  made  an  unsuo- 
cessful  efibrt  to  obt^n  possession  of  that  island,  in  whidb  it  is 
situate.  Nothii^  daunted  with  his  iailure  on  this  occasion, 
he  renewed  the  enterprise  soon  ^»,  and,  with  the  marines  of 
hia  fleet  alone,  aided  by  a  rigorous  blockade,  contrived  to  be- 
come master  of  Corsica,  to  the  great  surprise  of  every  one. 

Immediately  after  this  gallant  exploit,  which  concluded  his 
naval  career,  in  the  same  prosperous  manner  that  it  had  com- 
moiced,  his  Lordship  returned  to  Ghreat  Britain,  where  firesb 
honours  awaited  him.  In  April  179$,  he  .was  nominated 
'  Governor  of  Greenwich  Hospital ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
'  next  month,  a  patent  was  issued,  constituting  him  a  Vis- 
count of  Great  Britain.  He  was  also  promoted  to  be  Admi- 
ral of  the  White,  in  1799 ;  and,  finally,  became  an  Admiral 
of  the  Ked,  and  a  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  the  Bathi 

Having  retired  to  Bath  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  his 
]U»Hahip  expired  in  Aat  city,  on  the  27th  of  January  1816. 
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Tbaa  died*  in  the  92d  year  of  his  age,  Admiral  Viscount 
Hood,  the  second  flag  officer  on  the  list  of  the  British  Navy,  b^ 
ing  next  to  Sir  Clialoner  Ogle,  Bart.,  and  inunediately  preceding 
the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent  Hts  Lordship  was  bred  in  the  o^tc^oo^ 
like  the  Blakes,  the  Ansons,  and  the  Hawkea  of  former  tunes. 
To  great  bravery,  he  united  great  seamanship ;  he  possessed, 
at  the  same  time,  a  certain  promptitude  <^  decision,  coupled 
ydth  extraordinary  cocdness,  skil^  and  judgment.  These 
quaUties  justly  enUtled  him  to  the  confidence  of  the  puUic, 
whidi  he  uniformly  possessed ;  while  all  under  his  authority 
yielded  a  ready  obedience  to  a  commander  who,  when  neces^ 
sary,  always  appeared  foremost  in  danger;  but  never  risked 
either  ships  or  men,  except  for  die  attainment  of  some  great 
object,  obviously  calculated  to  redound  to  the  advantage,  or 
to  the  glory  of  his  country.  • 

•  Ifimmni  Briilpori,  the  youngft  brothw  oT  Vncount  Hood,  vu  ilu>  bled  In  ihe 
Hojil  Navy.  He  wu  m»de  1  Licuumnt  in  1746i  vui',  in  1 7Sfi>  bKunc  *  P«l  Clp. 
ttin.  In  17S7i  while  on  baud  the  ADulope,  hetogtged  >nd  Hiove  on  ihore  XVfw- 
bnu,  tlVnieh  frtgiie  of  4s  ^u;  iiul  in  17C1>  he  rMiptund  ihs  Wuw'ick.  la  177B, 
kiierndintlwBabiut,  unilerAdniinlKeppdi  iiuilalJJID,  obuined  bia  flig.  In 
tUi  ei[«citr,  liecommBiided  thevon  divitiooof  Adminl  Binmgtan'i  fleei ;  in  1799, 
be  dittiiiguiilMd  hinuelrin  (he  gnu  ninl  eHg*gemtDt  uadeiLord  Ho*e;  uidhtbim- 
tM  lAemnb  ommtaded  (he  Channel  Fleet. 

Wot  big  vinoin  Mrvlcei,  he  <tu  lewutled,  Snt,  with  id  IHih  Buonj,  and  thea  with 
■B  Engliih  Viuinnitjr ;  tlie  (onneror  which,  ud  b'»  deith,  dnnnded  to  ihe  lecaiidiur- 
vwingina.tif  Htarr  Lord  Hood,  of  C*tbering(an,  graidion  of  hli  hrother,  Stanwi- 
ViKOUnt  Hooi. 
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Amamu,  or  r^  Red. 

1 0  pnifle  bravery  and  good  conduct  is  ever  grateful  to  the 
knman  heart;  bnt  these  qualities  are  still  more  dear  to  us 
wlu3i  connected  and  combined  with  humanity  and  compas^on. 
These- latter,  alBo,  bectme  doubly  meritorious,  when,  as  in  the 
preaait  instance,  they  have  bc^  exerted  in  behalf,  not  only  of 
frienda,  bnt  of  enemies. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Roger  Curtis 
ofDownlon  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  by  Christabella  Blachfbrd, 
his  wife.  The  &ther,  who  possessed  some  property  of  hb 
own,  added  greatly  to  hb  wealth  by  (arming  and  wished  his 
con  to  remain  with  him  at  home,  in  order  to  become  the  prc^ 
and  stay  of  his  declining  years.  But  K(^r,  who  was  called 
after  him,  at  a  very  early  period  of  life,  evinced  an  ardent  at- 
tachment for  the  naval  service.  This  became  a  darling  object 
with  him  when  a  school-boy ;  and,  accordingly,  spuming  ease 
,  and  independence  at  home,  he  determined  to  encounter  all  the 
difficulties  and  hardships  inddent  to  a  maritime  life 

A  reluctant  consent  having  been  at  length  extorted  from  his 
fond  parents,  he  proceeded  to  Portsmouth,  and  was  lucky 
enough  to  be  placed  as  a  midshipman  on  the  quarter-deck  of 
Captain,  afterwards  Admiral  Harrington,  who  then  command- 
ed the  Venus.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  brother  to  his  pre- 
tmt  Majesty,  was,  at  that  very  time,  serving  on  board  the  B&me 
vessel  in  a  similar  capacity :  His  Royal  Highnesa  was  first 
made  a  Post-Cf^tain  in  her,  and  then  became  a  Rear- Admiral 
of  the  Blue. 

In  1771,  Mr.  Curtis  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieute- 
nant; and  soon  after,  sailed  fer  Newfoundland,  cm  board  the 
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Otter  sloc^  of  war.  Being  a  youiig  man  of  qnick  ptatSt,  he 
sixm  Tendered  himsdf  complete  master  oS  every  thing  rdatire 
to  the  fisheriea  on  the  banks  of  th^  island ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  he  attracted  the  notice  of  the  then  Governor,  Admiral, 
afterwards  Lord  Shuldhajn.  This  circumstance  proved  highly 
advantageous ;  for  when  the  latter,  in  1 775,  was  nominated  to 
a  ccHnmand  on  the  American  statitm,  he  selected  onr  young 
officer  to  accompany  him  thither.  In  the  xoursi  of  the  vcij 
next  year,  Lieutenant  Curds  was  advanced  to  the  rank  gf  a 
Commander,  on  which  occasion,  he  was  appoioted  to  the  Se- 
negal sloop  of  war. 

A  long,  sanguinary,  and  expensive  contest  with  our  Ameri- 
can colonies,  soon  after  took  place,  and  Admiral  Lord  Howe 
was  sent  out  with  a  fleet  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with 
s  land-army,  under  the  command  of  hia  own  brother,  for  th^tir 
8Bb}ugi^<Hu  In  the  course  of  thi^  unhappy  struggle  the  spi- 
rit, talents,  and  perseverance  of  Captain  Curtis  became  so  con- 
qricnouB  as  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  nobleman  in  que*- 
.tion,  who,  in  the  spring  of  1777,  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of 
Poet-C^tain,  and,  at  the  same  time,  placed  him  in  the  Eaglc^ 
on  board  of  which  ship^  his  own  flag  was  then  flying. 

Nothing  except  actraordiaary  good  conduct  could  have  jus- 
tified this  distinction  in  ikvour  of  one  of  the  youngest  Cmn- 
mandersin  the  whole  squadron.  But  the  Admiral  had  no  occa- 
sion to  repent  his  choice;  for,  from  that  moment,  on  intimacy 
followed  by  friendship,  was  formed  between  these  ofBcers  that 
death  alcme  could  sever !  Young  Curtis  acC4»dingly  cond- 
oued  to  exercise  the  important  duties  annexed  to  his  station 
of  Captain  of  the  Fleet ;  and  it  must  be  owned,  that  whatever 
brilliant  services  were  performed  during  that  war,  may  be 
cbie%  attributed  t«  the  spirited  co-operation  of  the  navy  with 
the  army.  The  cooqnest  of  New  York,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Philadelphia,  are  whdly  to  be  attributed  to  this  circumatancc; 
and,  in  short,  every  thing  was  performed  that  could  be  expect- 
ed fm  the  part  of  our  gallant  seamen. 

In  this  empfeyment,  tiie  safagect  of  the  present  meBunr  oon- 

tioned  tor  a  ctnuideraUe  tinu ;  and  on  the  return  of  the  Eagle 

8 
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to  Etm^w,  he  aocompanied  hii  gallant  Comiiuinder' thither. 
But  his  health  not  pennitting  hhn  to  proceed  with  the  Sag' 
ship  to  the  East  Indiet,  be  was  now  permitted  to  reogni  the 
■coiniiumd. 

After  B  short  respite  C^>tmn  Curtis  was  appointed  to  the 
Brilliant  frigate,  and  dispatched  with  sealed  orders  fbr  the  Me- 
diterranean. On  this  occasion,  he  bad  a  cutter  under  bis  com- 
mand; but  he  found  it  altogether  impracticable  to  ddiver  his 
di^wtches,  for  Gibraltar  was  at  that  nHunoit  attacked  both 
by  sea  and  land ;  so  that  it  had  become  utterly  impossible  even 
to  eater  the  bay.  On  this,  be  proceeded  to  Minorca,  for  the 
porpose  of  waiting  a  happier  opportuni^  of  ccnnpleting  his 
mission.  This  accordit^ly  occurred  in  1 7S 1 ;  for  General 
Elliot  having  qiplied  to  the  Goromor  of  that  island  fin*  a  supply 
(^  provisions,  sereral  trsnqmrts  were  immediately  collected  for 
this  porpose.  With  these,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Killiaiit, 
he  vnu  fortunate  enough  to  throw  the  whol^  supj^  into  the 
garrison,  on  the2l8t  c^  April,  1781. 

Tlie  Brilliant,  bong  warped  into  the  mol^  and  {^aced  in 
safety,  Captain  Curtis  immediatelyassumed  the  command  of  the 
naval  forces,  with  the  rank  of  Kigadier-OeDersl  while  saving 
(HI  shore.  Ad  c^^iortnnily,  however,  soon  <^ered  for  distin- 
gni^ng  himself  on  his  pr(^)er  element,  notwithstan^ng  the 
great  and  manifest  superiority  of  the  enemy,  of  which  we  shall 
hCTe  ^ve  a  detailed  account. 

**  On  Uie  morning  of  the  7th  of  August,  1801,  about  five 
o'chx^  a  brig  wa«  discov^^  in  the  Gjit,  about  a  third  of  the 
way  over,  between  Cabarita  Point  and  Europa ;  she  was  per- 
ceived by  the  Spaniards  and  the  garrison  neariy  at  the  same 
time ;  it  was  perfectly  calm,  and  she  was  rowing  towards  the 
rode  lite  enemy  immediately  sent  out  14  gun-boats,  carr^ 
ii^  eadi  a  36-pbunder,  and  several  launches  to  attack  her. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  great  inequality  of  force,  Captun 
Curtis  resolved  to  attempt  her  rescue;  all  the  fOTce  he  possess- 
ed was  the  Repulse  and  Vanguard  gun-lxiats ;  with  these  and 
the  boats  <£  die  shi^  he  went  to  her  asN&tance.    The  enemy's 
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fitroe  advtuiced  &ste^  than  that  frtsn  the  garriBon,  and  by  eight 
o'clock  had  c<HDmeDced  the  attack ;  the  garriBon  were  anxious 
Bpectatora  of  the  combat,  and  bdield  the  English  brig,  which 
they  now  discovered  to  be  a  sloop  of  war,  with' astonishment ; 
she  Biutained  the  charge  with  dw  greatest  firmness,  and  return- 
ed a  cool  and  well  r^;ulated'fire;  tbe  greater  part  of  tbe  gun- 
boats were  soon  almost  close  to  her,  and  she  seemed,  as  it  were^ 
buried  in  the  clouds  of  grape-shot  and  the  spray  dutt  surrouad* 
ed  her.  Tlie  troops  on  the  rock  at  this  time  almost  gave  her 
up,  hardly  sniq>oang  it  posnbl^  that  the  small  force  Obtain 
Curtis  commanded  would  vcmture  near  enough  to  render  her 
material  assistance ;  he  however  pusbedon  gallantly,  and  the 
brig  did  not  h>ng  support  the  unequal  combat  widiout  ud; 
the  Repulae  and  Vanguard  were  judiciously  placed,  so  as  to 
cover  the  brig  and  annoy  the  enemy ;  the  ships'  boats  also  wait 
to  her  assistance  and  a  breeze  springing  up  at  this  time,  ena- 
bled her  to  near  the  rock  a  little.  The  ^taniards,  however, 
still  continued  the  attack,  some  coming  up  abreast  of  her,  and 
others  raking  her.  At  length  coc^eas  and  discipline  prevailed 
over  numbers ;  the  steadiness  and  bravery  with  which  the  brig 
defended  hersd^  aided  l^  tbe  well-directed  fire  (tf  gn^M-shot 
Irun  the  Vanguard  and  Repulse,  sttcceeded  in  oblij^ng  the  ene> 
my  to  retire ;  and  by  tea  o'clock  th^  all  fled,  notwithstanding 
the  approach  of  a  xebec,  mounting  near  30  cannon,  to  their 
wd.  She  finding  the  gun-boats  perfectly  subdued,  also  hauled 
oS,  and  left  the  boats  to  tow  their  friend  into  the  Mol^  where 
^  was  received  with  the  i^plauding  shouts  of  the  garrison, 
and  proved  to  be  His  Majesty's  sloop  Helena,  commanded  by 
Captain  Roberts,  the  same  oS.caT  that  had  been  first  lieute- 
nant with  CE4>tain  Farmer,  who  bravdy  fell  in  an  action  be- 
-tween  the  Quebec,  and  the  Survdllante ;  on  which  occasicm 
Lieutenant  Roberts  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  master  and 
commander,  and  for  his  gallant  exertions  in  the  present  ua^ 
qual  contest,  he  was  made  post  Graeral  Elliot,  (aflerwardA 
Lord  Heathfield,)  in  the  following  letter  to  the  Secretaiy  c^ 
State,  pays  a  just  tribute  of  applauK  to  the  criBScos  naicemed 
in  this  gallant  a£&ir:  — 
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«  *  I  l«ceivecl  your  dispatch  of  the  20th  of  July,  by  Hi* 
"Mjgesbfn  rioop  HeAeaa,  Certain  Roberta,  who  amved  by  dint 
of  perseverance  and  bravery ;  with  the  assiitance  of  oar  two 
gun-boats  (the  Vanguard  and  Repulae)  he  was  towed  ioto 
the  Bay ;  they  were  posted  by  Ci^itain  Cnrds  himae^  He 
pencHially  conducted  the  attack  in  his  bai^  with  distit^oished 
•uecesB,  notwithstanding  a  constaat  and  heavy  fire  of  mand 
■od  grape  from  the  enemy's  gnn-boats  far  nearly  two  hoins ; 
the  particubra  of  Ci^tuh  Roberta's  gallant  behaviour,  and  that 
of  hia  ship's  compmy,  will,  no  doabt,  be  transmitted  by  Cap- 
tain  Cnrtis;  but,  as  he  (Captain  Curtis)  is  not  a  man  to  tpeak 
of  any  transaction  so  highly  redounding  tq  his  own  honour,  on 
my  part  it  is  an  ia^powible  duty  to  inform  your  Lorddtip, 
that  his  zettl  for  the  service  is  seto'ceJy  to  be  parallded,  in  for- 
WBrding  every  operation  that  can  ai^  -wsy  cootributt  to  our 
c(»ttfort  or  defence. 

**  <  A  smalt  accession  of  strength  by  the  addition  of  a  few  gun- 
boats, enables  the  marine  force  under  Capt^n  Cortig  torcnder 
occanonal  service  in  asustingvesiels  coming  with  refredunoits.* " 
But  it  was  not  by  sea  ^ne  that  Brigadier  Curtis  proved 
serviceable  to  the  garrisoa ;  for  when  the  celebrated  sally  was 
made  against  the  Spanish  worka,  he  headed  the  seamen ;  and 
according  to  the  public  di^tatdies,  "  greatly  distingnidied  hint- 
s'by  his  discernment,  assistance  and  personal  effitrta."  On 
this  occasion,  the  attack  of  the  English  garrison  proved  cam- 
pletely  successful  in  every  point  of  view,  for  the  fascine  batte- 
ries of  the  enemy  were  burnt,  &nd  the  labours  of  eighte«i 
months  destroyed  in  a  sis^  nighL 

'Notwithstandii^  this,  ^e  Spaniards  still,  persevered,  and 
halving  threatened  a  joint  attat^  by  sea  and  fatnd,  it  was  doem^ 
ed  necessary,  in  September  1789,  to  scuttle  the  ships  ia  tlw 
B<Mr  Mole.  The  seamen  were  therefore  brought  <Hi  shore,' and 
encamped  near  Europa  point,  where  tfa^  proved  highly  ser- 
idce^le,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  stateucnt  hy  Go- 
neid  Elliot:  — 

"  The  Spanish  sqnadroa  having  gone  to  the  eastward  (tf  the 
rock,  and  formed  in  a  lin^  (the  Adndml  leading,)  came  before 
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tlie  batteries  of  Europar  and  under-  a  veiy  stow  aul,  CDmmenced 
a  fire  from  all  their  guns  until  the  last  aiup  had  passed.  They 
repeated  their  manceuvre  at  two  o'clock  the  following  morning, 
and  again  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day>  These  suoceseive 
cannonades  did  not  any  way  damage  the  works.  Some  of  the 
leading  ships  having  been  pretQr  frequently  struck  by  ouf  shot, 
they  afterwuids  kept  at  a  greater  distance.  Two  ^aniih  ships 
went  early  in  that  morning  to  Algeziras  to  repair,  as  we  im^ 
gine.  All  the  batteriea.at  Sliin^  were  manned  by  the  marine 
brigade  (encamped  there,)  with,  a  small  proportion  of  artille- 
riits.  The  guns  were  extremely  well  laid  and  prauted;  the 
whole  under  the  immediate  coitaniand  of  BrigadieF  Curtia." 

But  the  13th  of  September  was  the  qfoch  fixed  uptm  for 
the  grand  attack,  and  as  many  of  the  punish  vessels  were 
deemed  indestructible  by  fir$,  ia  consequence  of  a  new  inven* 
tion  by  Graieral  D'Ar^jn,  a  French  Engineer,  it  was  expected 
tlffit  a  serious  impressicm  would  be  made.  The  foUowing  is 
the  total  amount  of  the  combined  force  brought  into  actum 
upon  the  present  memorable  occasion. 

1.  —  Spanish  ships  of  three  decks,  -  -  2 

2.  — Oftheline,             -            -  -  -  28      , 

3.  —  French  ships  of  three  decks,  -  -  5 

4.  — Ofthelinfs            -            -  -  -  9 

5.  —  Spanish  ships  (rf'from  fifty  to  sixty  guns,  3 

6.  —  Battmng  ships,      -             -  -  -  10 

7.  —  Floating  battery,                 -  -  -  1 

8.  —  Bomb  ketches,       -            -  -  -  s 

In  addition  to  these  63  sail,  are  to  be  included  an  imquxue 
flotilla  consisting  of  frigates,  xebecs,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  to- 
gether with  300  laige  shallops  to  carry  troops ;  so  that,  in  the 
evtskt  of  the  fire  of  the  garrison  being  silenced,  a  landing  was 
to  have  been  attempted.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  Spani^  battering  ships  got  under  wdgh,  and,  by  ten,  they 
were  all  placed  in  their  respective  stations.  From,  the  ten  batter- 
ing ships  alone,  was  opened  a  tremendous  fire,  from  two  huft* 
c  c 
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dred  and  twelve  tfrenty-^ix  pounders,  'while  the  Sptmiah  lin«^ 
at  the  same  time,  played  incessantly  oa  the  rock  irith  heavy 
artillery  and  mortars. 

The  following  interesting  account  cannot  fiiil  of  affi)rding 
complete  satis&ction : 

"  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  had  long  been  turned  on  this  fa- 
mous si^e,  and  the  preparations  Utterly  made  by  the  allied 
forces  of  France  and  Spain,  were  of  such  a  magnitude,  that  it 
was  generally  supposed  victory  must  at  Icaigth  have  crowned 
their  persevering  efforts ;  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  Royal  of 
France,  some  of  (he  principal  nobili^  of  Spain,  and  many  dis- 
Anguished  military  officers  bad  joined  the  besi^ing  army,  and, 
together  with  an  immense  crowd  of  spectators,  were  anxious 
witnesses  of  the  attack ;  the  combined  powers  had  formed  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  success  from  their  battering- 
^lips,  deemed  perfect  in  design,  ccmipleted  1^  dint  of  prodi- 
gious labour,  and  unlimited  profusion  of  expence,  and,  by 
common  report,  pronounced  invincible. 

^'  The  English  batteries  opened  as  the  enemy  came  before 
them,  and  an  awful  and  tremendous  fire  was  kept  up  on  both 
sides ;  the  ^Danish  floating  batteries  were  supported  by  the  can- 
non and  mortars  in  their  lines  Bad  i^roaches ;  and  two  bomb 
ketches,  which  were  brought  forward,  continued  to  throw  shells- 
into  the  garrison  during  the  attack. 

"  Red-hot-shot  were  sent  with  tfodi  predsion  from  the  garri- 
son, diat  in  the  afternoon  the  smoke  was  seen  to  issue  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  ^>anish  Admiral's,  and  some  other  ships; 
and  men  were  perceived  ineffectually  labouring  to  extinguish 
the  fire  by  the  use  of  fire  engines :  the  fire  from  the  garrisiKi 
was  kept  up  briskly,  and  that  of  the  enany  gradually  de- 
creased.  . 

"  About  seven  in  the  evening  they  'fired  only  from  a  few 
guns,  and  that  only  at  intervatfi. 

"  At  midnight,  the  Admiral's  ship  was  plainly  discovered  to 
be  on  fire,  and  an  hour  after  she  was  completely  in  flames ; 
dght  more  of  the  Spanish  ships  took-  fire  In  succession.  Cou- 
iuiion  was  jiow  erident  among  them,  and  the  numerous  rockets 
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thrown  up  trom  each  ship  waBademonitrationof  tfaegrcf^nesa 
of  thm  dktr8§8;  their  signaU  w»%  ansirered  from  the  fleet,  ■ 
and  th^  immediately  sent  launches  and  boats  of  difierent  de- 
scriptions to  take  out  the  men ;  the  fire  from  the  Spanish  lines, 
however,  didriotslacken,  and  the  ships  not  completely  inflames 
stiU  sent  a  few  shot  at  intervals. 

**  At  this  critical  period  C^tain  Curtis  gave  proof  of  hie  great 
skUl  and  jadgment ;  he  advanced  with  the  whole  division  of  gun- 
boats (twelve  in  number),  each  carrying  a  twenty-four  or  agfateen 
pounder,  and  formed  'them  so  as  to  flank  the  line  of  the  «ne- 
my's  battering  ships,  while  they  were  annoyed  by  an  excessive 
heavy  and  well-directed  Are  from  the  garrison.  The  Are  from 
the  gun-boats  was  exceedingly  well  directed,  and  kqit  up  with 
great  vigour ;  it  Actually  prevented  the  enemy  from  approach- 
ing to  the  assistance  of  their  ships." 

*^CrNieral  Elliot,  in  his  public  letter,  observes,  speaking  of  this 
manceuvre,  that  "  the  enemy's  daring  attempt  at  sea  was  e^c- 
loally  defeated  by  the  constant  and  well-supported  fire  from 
the  batteriefe ;  but  the  well-timed,  judicious,  and  spirited  attack 
made  by  Brigadier  purtis,  rendered  this  success  a.  complete 
victory. 

**  llie  scene  now  became  entirely  changed ;  the  Spaniards 
having  abandoned  the  ships,  and  lefl  the  men  in  them  to  the 
mercy  of  the  English  or  the  flames,  the  enemy  became  objects 
only  of  pity,  and  as  much  courage  was  exerted  to  save  them  as 
had  before  been  displayed  in  repelling  their  attack ;  the  men 
were  seen  amid  flames,  and  on  floating  pieces  of  wreck,  im- 
ploring the  compassion  of  their  enemies,  and  this  hamane  ser- 
Tice  became  a  very  perilous  empioymCTt,  from  the  firing  of  the 
cannon  as  the  metal  became  heated.  This  scene  cannot  be 
painted  in  stronger  language  than  in  the  words  of  Oeuenil 
Elliot 

"  '  They  fled  precipitately  with  all  their  boats,  abandoning 
their  ships,  in  which  some  officers,  and  numbers  of  their  meo, 
indoding  many  wounded,  were  left  to  perish.  This  unavoidably 
mu6t  have  been  their  wretched  &te,  had  they  not  been  dra^«d 
li-om  amidst  the  flames  by  the  personal  intrepdity  6f  -Bngatljor 
c  e  2 
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Ctirti%  at  die  utmost  hazard  of  hia  own  life,  a  life  inralu^Ie  to 
His  I^jesty's  seryice.  For  some  tiiae  I  felt  the  utmost  an- 
guish, seeing  his  pinnace  doee  to  one  o(  the  largest  diip«  at  the 
moment  she  blew  up,  and  spread  her  wreck  to  a  vast  extAt 
round.  The  black  cloud  of  smoke  being  dispersed,  I  was  ^ain 
revived  by  the  sight  of  the  pinnacei  Uttle  apprehoiding  that  the 
Brigadier  wa$  in  the  utmost  danger  of  sinking,  some  pieces  itf 
timber  having  fellen  into  and  pierced  the  boat  (killing  the  eock- 
Bwain,  and  wounding  others  of  the  mea),  and  leaving  scarce  any 
hope  of  reaching  the  shore ;  providentially  he  was  saved  by  stop- 
ping the  hole  with  the  seato^'s  jackets,  until  boats  arrived  to 
his  relief.' " 

"  By  the  same  explosion  onegun-hoat  was  sunk,  and  another 
daunted.  Animated  by  the  example  of  Captain  Curti%  the 
British  seamen  discovered  as  much  ardour  in  ranployiog  every 
effint  to  relieve  their  enemies,  as  they  had  done  in  conqu^ing 
them ;  by  their  generous  exertions  thirtecai  Spanish  officers, 
and  S44  men  were  rescued  from  the  flames.  Thus  ended  a  cob- 
test,  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  decide  whether  the  intr^ndity  or 
humanity  of  the  English  deserved  most  commendation. 

"  Shortly  after  this,  on  the  1 1th  of  October,  the  St.  Michaci, 
a  l^>aniA  74  gun-ship,  was  driven  under  the  walls  of  Oibrahar 
and  c^tured ;  by  the  great  exertions  *^  Ctqitain  Curtis,  her 
stores  were  taken  wit,  the  ship  got  afloat,  and  warped  into  the 
Mole  by  the  17th,  notwithstanding  the  entaxiy  annoyed  ibem 
exceedingly  by  shells  when  carrying, out  anchors,  &c.  to  get 
her  off. 

"  Lord  Howe  shortly  after  arrived  with  a  convoy  to  relieive 
the  garrison ;  it  appears  by  his  pu^ic  letter,  that  had  due  at- 
t^tion  been  paid  to  the  instructions  commuukated  bjr  Captain 
Curtis,  the  tranqiorts  mi^t  have  Altered  the  Bay  sosoe  d^ys 
earlier  than  was  accomplished ;  however,  the  sa*vice  im^  at 
length  completely  executed,  and  the  fortress  relieved  in  the  pi^ 
senee  of  a  very  superior  forc^  much  to  the  honour  of  th«  Brlti^ 
naval  character.  Captain.  Curtis,  bdng  charged  with  the  final 
annmuiucations  (tf  Cieneral  Elliot  to  Lord  Howc^  embaited  tm 
board  tbe  Jdtona  frigate  for  thtt  puipoee.    The  ntuati<ai  of 
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the  enemy*!  fleet  the  next  day,  however,  precluding  him  frOm 
returning  to  Gibraltar,  he  remained  on  board  the  Victory. 
The  c^ain  of  that  ship  being  dispatched  with  an  account  of 
the  ^vceediDgs  of  the  fleet  during  the  relief  of  Gibraltw,  and 
the  lubseqnoit  partial  actions  with  the  combined  squadrons  of 
France  and  Spain,  a  vacant^  consequently  took  place,  and 
C^)tain  Curtis  was  appointed  to  the  Victory. 

*'  Had  it  be«[i  a  matter  of  choice,  probably  he  would  have 
{irafinmed  remaining  with  his  old  friend,  Lord  Howe,  as  captain 
e(  the  Victory,  to  again  resuming  the  command  at  Gibraltar. 
It  was  not,  however,  lefl:  to  his  option ;  His  Majesty's  A^ni- 
8terE,in  coosequ^ice  of  a  pressing  solicitadon  from  General  El- 
liot, having  ordered  Captain  Curtis  to  Gibraltar  in  the  Thetis 
fr^ata." 

Meanwhile,  during  his  stay  in  England,  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood had  been  conferred  on  the  sut^ect  of  this  memoir.  He 
was  also  ^pointed  Ambassador  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco 
and  die  Barioary  States,  with  the  rank  of  Commodore.  In  this 
new  capadty,  Sir  Roger  repaired  once  more  to  Gibraltar  in 
1783,  and  resumed  his  old  command,  which  he  retained  during 
the  remainder  of  the  siege ;  and  he  indeed  notified  the  conctuuon 
of^ewaraoonafter,  byaflag  oftruoe,  which  he  himself  carried 
krto  the  Spanish  lints.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  command  aa 
the  Mediteiranean  st&ticm,  by  Sir  John  Lindsay,  Kv  B.  and  in 
January,  1 7U4,  the  Brilliant  wa^paid  ofF. 

However,  in  a  few  months  After,  her  bid  commander  was  ap- 
pfunted  to  the  Ganges,  of  7*  guns;  and  he  remained  in  die 
latter  at  Portsmouth,  where  she  was  stationed  as  a  guard 
t^p  until  the  close  of  1787.  During  the  two  following  yean, 
ho  reuded  with  his  family;  but  he  was  called  from  tlie  j^ear 
svre  and  comforts  attendant  on  his  little  dcHnestic  drcl^  in 
May,  1790,  when  Earl  Howe  hoisted  his  Sag  on  board  ^ 
QOMD  Qun-lotte,  in  consequent  of  having  succeeded  Admiml 
L-Oower,  as  Captain  of  Uie  fleet  HSwever  a  negotiation  beihg 
floir.intercd  into  -with  the  Watt  of  Spain,  the  armament  was 
<ti>o0IHinu«d.  &HrRt)ger1»««aeitiq^ntedt^Mde(Hltinued 
e  c  S 
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in  the  Brunswick,  during  Uie  Rusdan  annameRt,  and  mUU  the 
breach  with  France. 

On  that  memorable  occasion,  he  once  more  ecconqianied  his 
veteran  fiiend,  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  in  the  Queen  Charlotte^ 
and  in  1 794  was  nominated  Cdonel  of  the  Plymouth  divifiioR 
of  maiines. 

Both  anterior  to,  and  during  the  battle  of  the  1st  of  June, 
Sir  Roger  Curtis  eminently  distii^^sbed  himself  1^  tusEkil], 
courage,  and  good  conduct.  His  scientific  manceuvres  and 
evolutions  on  this  occasion,  of  course  excited  the  praise  of  tb« 
Commander-in-Chief:  — 

"  To  the  unremitting  exertions  and  skill  of  the  first  captf^ 
of  the  fleet,  during  the  long  chace  which  preceded  the  tctkn, 
in  very  tempestuous  weather,  much  praise  is  due;"  and  in  bis 
official  account  <^  the  battle,  Lord  Howe  nobly  acknowlei^s 
his  obligations  to  such  exalted  merit.  Speaking  of  Sir 
Rc^er  Curtis,  be  says, 

"  It  is  incumbent  on  me,  nevertheless,  now  to  add,  that  I  am 
greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  counsels  as  well  as  conduct  in 
every  branch  of  my  official  duUes." 

No  sooner  did  the  victorious  fieet  return  to  England,  than 
iHis  Majesty  honoured  it  jvith  a  Royal  visit;  andcoi  this  occa- 
stbn,  Sir  Roger  received  a  gold  medal  and  chain,  and  was  abo 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  aBaronet  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1794,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Rear  Admiral,  and  continued  to  serve  in  this  ct^acity,  on 
'.board  the  channel  fleet.  In  1799,  he  became  Vice-Admirsl 
of  the  Red;  and  in  1800,  obtained  a  s^arate  command*  in  con- 
fiequence  of  being  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Sir  R<^er 
Jiad  now  an  opportunity  of  carrying  those  plans  into/action, 
which  it^  ^u  his  province  hitherto  only  to  suggest  to  others. 
■Accordingly,  as  there  was  no  longer  any  enemy  tQ  contend  :mth> 
^e -deterpiiaed,  by  the  adoption  of  ecQtv>niical  arrangemmQ, 
pr^  jc«nder  lumself  serviceable  to  his  cotmtry.  The  Cape  had 
.iwtt  l^etp&xe  been  used  jb»  a  station  for  i^iuii^  ofi-menof 
war, either  by  the  Dutch  or  the  £t^Hsh;  it  b«ingtheipKK^oe 
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of  both  natjons  to  send  their  disabled  ships  either  to  Batavia, 
or  the  East  Indies.  Sir  Roger,  hoverer,  selected  Simeon's 
Bay  as  a  proper  place  for  thid  purpose,  and  commenced  his 
operations  with  the  Jupiter  of  fifty  guns,  which  was  there  hove 
down,  and  completely  ratted  mider  his  own  immediate  in- 
spection. 

At  the  peace  of  Amiens,  the  Admiral  retired  to  his  hfmse  at 
Gatcombe,  in  the  county  of  Hants.  Some  years  before  this 
period,  he  had  married  Sarah,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
Matthew  Brady,  Esq.  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  both  of  whom 
were,  Uke  himself,  bred  in  the  navy,  in  which,  at  an  early 
period,  they  attuned  the  rank  of  Captain.  Therg,  with  his 
friends  around  him,  and  amidst  the  enjoyment  of  every  earthly 
felicity,  this  gallant,  amiable,  and  humane  Admiral  e^ired,  ou 
the  11th  of  November,  1816. 
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X  HE  iamily  of  Auwrgne  lays  claini  tfi  a  lii^  degree  of  an- 
tiquity. It  has  beea  settled  for  many  ages  in  Jersey,  and, 
doubtlest,  -came  originally  from  France ;  in  which  country,  H 
appetrs  to  hare  be«i  allied  to  an  illuEtrioua  houe6  of  £he  same 
name..  It  is  also  connected,  either  by  marriage  or  descent, 
with  all  the  principal  inhabitants  in  the  island  just  mentioned. 

Philip  D'Auvergne  was  born  in  or  about  the  year  1 745,  in 
the  town  of  St.  Helier,  the  capital  of  one  of  those  isles,  situ-  . 
ate  in  the  bay  of  St.  Maloes,  which  still  remain  to  as  as  a  me- 
morial of  our  oncioit  possessions  on  the  continent.  His  fsp 
ther,  the  late  Charles  D'Auvergne,  possessed  a  small  freehold 
property  in  Jersey,  and  served  for  some  years  as  an  offiper  of 
the  militia.  He  is  also  said  to  have  been  engaged  in  trade, 
during  the  early  part  of  his  life;  and  he  seems  to  have 
Iffought  up  a  very  numerous  family  with  great  credit  and 
respectability. 

PhUip,  the  eldest  of  six  or  seven  children,  "«»  educated  in 
Eiigland.  After  residing  here  for  some  years,  he  was  sent 
to  France,  to  acquire  the  true  accent  and  peculiar  delicacies 
of  a  language  wliich  he  had  learned  in  his  early  infancy,  and 
which,  indeed,  is  generaUy  spoken,  in  the  place  of  his  nati- 
vity. The  people  of  Jersey  are,  from  their  position,  familiar 
with  the  sea ;  and,  from  habit  and  custom,  greatly  attached  to 
every  pursuit  connected  with  that  element.  This  predilection 
was  evinced,  on  the  part  of  the  subject  of  this  article,  from  his 
earliest  years ;  and  he  was  at  length  indulged  in  the  first  wish 
of  hia  heart,  by  being  stationed  on  the  quarter  deck  of  an' 
11 
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iJn^sb  man  of  war  as  a  midshipmfin.  In  due  time  he  passed 
his  exuninatioii,  and  rose  to  tlie  rank  of  lieutenant.  His  next 
st^  that  of  commander,  was  attended  with  an  immediate  pro- 
motioii,  to  the  Bravo  gun  brig,  of  sixteen  guns,  which  was 
staUoned  for  several  years  in  the  vicinity  of  the  idand  in  which 
he  was  born ;  and  it  must  be  allowed,  that  his  local,  as  well 
as  nautical  knowledge,  rendered  him  peculiarly  fitted  for  the 
post  to  which  he  was  now  appointed. 

Having  resided  for  some  time  in  France,  and  completed  his 
studies  in'^hat  country,  he  was  accustomed  to  repair  thither 
frequently ;  and,  on  one  of  those  occasions,  had  the  good  for- 
time  to  be  introdnced  to  the  late  Prince  de  Booilloii,  a  noble- 
man  of  the  same  name  and  family  with  himself.  *  C^tajn 
S'Auvei^ne,  of  course,  lost  no  c^poitunky  of  cultivating  his 
aoquuntMice;  and.  at  length,  a  friendship  q^oears  to  have 
been  cemented  between  them. 

Having  no  children  of  his  own,  the  Prince  was  desirous, 
after  hia  demise,  to  transfer  bot^  the  title  and  &amiy  fortune 
to  his  new  cou»n,  for  as  such  he  was  now  received;  and  when 
it  is  stated,  that  his  estates  were  then  reckcmed  at  near  half  a 
millitm  of  francs,  simual  revenue^  this  must  be  Allowed  to  have 
been  a  very  fortunate  inddent.  When  the  event  just  alluded 
to  took  place^  an  apf^catioa  was  made  in  the  usual  forms  to 
the  British  court,  and  Csfibdn  Philip  D'Auvo^ne  was  autho- 
rized by  His  M^esty,  George  III.,  to  assume  die  titles,  and 
emblazon  the  armorial  escutcheon  c(  his  generous,  oprdoili 
and  august  relative. 

The.  RevolutioD,'  wludi  occurred  soon  aSbet  in  France^  pre> 
vented  him,  however,  tnnn  rea^Mng  the  numerous  advantages 
he  n^^t  othn^ise  have  derived  ftam  so  princely  a  donation ; 
and)  if  we  mistake  nbt,  a  high  and  sounding  title  was  aH  tfa*t 
he  letdtzed  Avmu  this  noet  nuiniScent  bequest  That  very  R»- 
vcdntion, .  howeva-,  led  to  a  situation  and  em|dloytBait  of  a  tat- 
ture  peculiarly  deUcat^  and  which  was  indeed  calcnkted  t* 
oirich  nay  one,  to  whom  wodth  was  d»e  c^cf  and  only  object 

"  Accdrdiiig  to  tome  utoiiati,  iliiy  were  Khool-ftlliwi.  ^  Eo. 
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The  vicinity  of  Jers^  to. the  French  coast,  enabled  the  boat' 
men  there,  at  any  time,  and  almost  under  any  circumstances, 
.  to  e0ect  a  landing  on  the  nei^bouring  continent.  Oar  go- 
yemment,  wdl  aware  ofthis  circumstance,  recurred  to  it,  from 
the  very  commencement  of  hostilities;  and,  no  sooner  did  the 
war  in  ia  Vendie  render  a  diversion  in  that  quarter  an  object 
of  policy,  than  this  became  the  chief  station  where  all  the  de- 
barkatl(HiB  were  .planned,  .and  whence  they  were  efiected  with 
peculiar  promptitude  and  success. 

.  Hie  Prince  de  Bouillon,  cm  this  occasion^  was  made  Poet 
Obtain,  and  entrusted,  not  only  with  the  eole  command  (d'the 
naval  department,  but  also,  became  the  confidential  agent  of 
the  Ministry,  for  keeping  up  a  direct  and  constant  eommuw- 
cation  with  the  insurgent  provinces.  His  native  island,  as 
mentitxied  before,  afforded  him  great  fecilities  for  the  attain- 
ment of  this  object ;  at  the  time  alluded  to,  the  enaigrants  were 
known  to  equal  the  number  of  the  r^^ular  inhabitants ;  and 
they  thanselves  kept  iq>  an  intercourse  with  the  friends  and 
families  whidi  they  had  left  bdtind  than  in  France. 
.  The  Prince  de  Bouillon  did  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of 
these  fortunate  circumstances.  In  conformity  tb  esters,  he 
entered  into  a  correspcmdence  with  many  of  the  Vendean  chi^s, 
whom  he  supplied  fredy  with  arms  and  ammunition.  Several 
of  than  frequently  visited  the  island,  and  obtained  consider* 
able  sums  in  loms-d'ors.  Pn  some  occasions,  whole  casks  of 
the  precious  metab  were  transported  from  Jersey  to  the  banks 
of  the  Loire;  but  the  usual  way  was  to  transmit  rouleaus 
■eskdoaed  in  leathern  belts,  which  were  worn  under  the  clothes. 
■Aa  all  transactions  of  this  kind  must  necessarily  be  considered 
as  an  a£&ir  of  honour  betweea  the  parties,  of  course,  no  ac- 
eaattabUity  can  possibly  take  place ;  and  the  sutgect  of  this 
memoir  might  have  thus  easily  acquired  an  imnaise  fortune. 
'But  it  spears  that  he  acted  with  great  and  unexampled  deli- 
facyon  that  occaeon. 

At  the  peooe  of  Amiens  be  rqwired  to  PniB ;  but  bis  pre- 
sence there  was  not  much  relished  by  Buonaparte,  and  he  soon 
perc^ved  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  retreat.    On  the  restoration 
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of  Louis  XVIII.  having  dow  risen  to  the  rank  of  Adimral,  he 
^phed  for  the  restoration  of  the  Duchy  of  Bouillon,  and  this 
dum  was  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  referred  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  which  spears  to  have  fin^y  decided 
agunst  htm. 

Admiral  D'Auvergn^  Prince  de  Bouillon,  died  soon  after, 
in  Iiondon,  in  November  1816,  at  the  age  (£  71. 
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The  Hok.  WILLIAM  BAILLIE,  commonly  called 
Lord  POLKEMMET, 

one  of  the  skkators  of  the  oolleox  of  justice  in  acotxand. 

JN^R.  BoUlie,  bom  in  the  year  nS7,  was  descended  from  an 
andent  and  respectable  fiunily,  wlio  had  long  poseesned  landed 
property  to  a  considerable  amonnt,  in  the  south  of  Scotland, 
which  he  considerably  enlai^^ed.  In  early  life,  be  received 
a  classical  education,  and  being  destined  to  practise  in  the 
courts  of  justice  of  his  natiTe  country,  his  studies  were  carefnllT 
directed  towards  that  point 

In  the  year  1758,  he  was  aduiitted  into  the  facul^  of  ad- 
vocates, at  which  period,  he  had  obtained  the  age  of  twenty- 
cme.  A  few  years  after  this  he  was  appointed  Sherifi  of 
Linlithgowshire,  iu  which  capaci^  he  was  t^ciolly  called 
i^MUi  to  act  as  a  provincial  judge;  and  his  dedsions  during 
this  period,  are  stud  to  have  ^ven  general  satisfaction.  About 
Uie  same  time  be  married  Miss  Janet  Sinclair,  youngest  sister 
to  the  Right  Hon,  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart,  of  Ulbster,  and 
was  at  length  rused  to  the  bench,  whoi  he  assumed  the  title 
of  Lord  Polkenunet. 

The  following  particulars  are  extracted  from  a  funeral  ser- 
nUMl,  preached  on  the  28th  of  March,  1816,  by  the  Rev.  James 
Watson,  Minister  of  Whitburn. 

"  In  the  year  1 793,  His  Majesty,  well  informed  of  his  at- 
tachment to  the  British  laws  and  constitution,  of  his  profound 
dull  in  feudal  matters,  and  of  his  intrinsic  worth,  promoted 
him  to  be  one  of  the  S^iators  of  the  College  of  Justice  the 
Supreme  Civil  Court  (^  Scotland.  In  that  honooraUe  and 
arduous  station,  the  preacher  is  by  no  means  goalified  to 
judge  correcdy  of  his  merits.  But  he  is  weU  informed,  that, 
diidiuiung  tbe  niceties  oS  modem  prmundatian,  and  the 
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enticitig  words  of  hunuui  eloquence,  he  entered  not  hastily, 
but  pFf^undly  into  the  merits  of  every  case  which  came  before 
him,  and  that,  diiring  his  continuance  on  the  bench,  there 
were  fewer  of  his  decisions  altered  than  that  of  most  of  the 
other  contemporary  judges.  When  seated  with  them,  he 
sometimes  differed  in  opinion  ftom  some  and  all  of  them. 
But  evea  in  this  solitary  situation,  he  stood  so  respectably  as 
gave  offence  to  none.  Upwards  of  three  years  ago  he  re* 
tired  from  the  bench,  on  account  of  bodily  infirmities,  in  the 
itill  possession  of  his  mental  powers;  nobly  sacrificing  pe- 
cuniary considerations  to  the  high  sense  he  entertained  of  the 
speedy  and  r^ular  administration  of  lav  and  justice.  Flat- 
tery he  detested.  Vanity  he  demised.  FoUy  and  affsetaxion  . 
he  ridictded.  Simple,  pure,  unadorned  truth  he  firmly  em- 
braced, and  dearly  loved.  Kature  endued  him  mth  a  wanu 
heart.  This  impulse  was  improved  by  tim^  chmshed  hy 
exercise  vivified  by  study,  and  fostered  by  the  genuine  doc- 
trines and  precepts  of  Christianity  *.  He  was  long  a  respeo- 
table  elder  of  our  church,  and  no  enemy  to  any  church  wh6 
worshipped  God.  To  the  cleiical  body,  in  general,  he  was 
a  warm  friend  and  unostentatious  patron.  Injustice  and  op- 
pression he .  scorned  and  scourged.  The  poor  and  needy 
never  left  his  door  without  praying  for  his  happiness  through 
time  and  eternity.  In  short,  he  was  an  Israelite  indeed,  in 
whom  there  was  no  guile. 

"  Permit  me  to  mention  a  fi:w  &cts,  which,  we  are  per- 
suaded, will  transmit  his  name  with  some  celebrity  to  fiiture 
ages.  A  man  who  had  been  upwards  of  fifty  years  his  ^difiil 
servant,  died  about  a  year  ago,  and  his  co£5n  was  made  fi-om 
the  wood  of  a  tree  which  the  servant  had  planted;  and  his 
eldest  son,  the  present  'William  Baillie,  Esq.  of  Polkemmel^ 
carried  the  head  of  this  worthy  humble  man  to  the  grave, 
nol;  Sur  distant  from  that  of  the  master  whom  he  so  faithfiiUy  , 
served,  and  sincerely  loved  f .     To  the  schoolmaster  of  Whit- 

•  Wlien  hs  perctived  txj  poor  penooi  lining  at  ihe  lable  of  the  Lord'«  Supper 
with  himMir,  withMil  Kbia,  at  hilf-worn  BiUea,  he  luil  do  lime,  at  hi,  awn  eipence, 
to  ocdct  new  Btblci  for  theli  luc. 

t  TliciiwwoftbeKnuitibMementiQiKdwuWiUiunFerguWD. 
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burn,  and  his  successor  in  office,  be  gave  a  handsome  donation 
of  land;  a  sure  proof  of  his  earnest  desre  to  promote  uscAiI 
learning  and  religious  principles.  Often  did  he,  in  company 
with  the  clergy  of  the  bounds,  examine  the  scholars  of  the  . 
parish,  and  gave  prizes,  rewards,  and  Bibles  to  the  needy 
and  meritorious.  Acutely  did  he  feel  another's  woes,  and 
quickly  did  he  alleviate  and  relieve  them,  never  enquiring 
fiom  what  quarter  poverty  had  come,  nor  what  church  it 
attended. 

"  How  cold  in  the  dust  that  hand,  which,  for  many  years, 
was  so  liberal  and  kind !  —  How  cold  that  heart  which,  lately, 
was  so  charitable  and  warm  \  The  nobles  and  judges  of  the 
land,  widows,  orphans,  children,  tenants,  servants — hi^ 
and  low -» Mid,  I  am  sure,  the  preacher  deeply  lament  his 
sudden  death. 

**  On  my  tomb-stone  let  no  panegyric  be  placed.     If  in- 
judicious friendship   should  disobey  this  prohibiddn,  ~  may 
I  BO  live  as  to  deserve  the  inscription  so  justly  due  to  him, 
'•  He  was  a  good  man.  —  Amen." 

In  the  month  of  March,  1816,  Lord  Polkemmet  was  sud- 
denly seized  with  a  disorder,  which  in  .the  course  of  a  few 
days  proved  mortal.  He  was  buried  in  the  family  tomb  ad- 
joining Whitburn  church,  on  the  20th,  and  on  the  24th  a 
funeral  oration  was  pronounced  by  the  minister  of  the  parish, 
from  which  we  have  given  copious  extracts. 
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The  ufe  of  the  Right  Hon.  ROBERT  HOBART, 

Earl  of  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 

Baroh  Hobart  of  Blicking,  and  a  Baronet. 

J.  HE  Hobarts'  are  a  fiunily  enriched  by  the  lav,  and  en- 
noMed  by  the  power  of  female  charms.  The  founder,  Sir 
James  Hobart,  Knight  of  the  Sword,  was  Attorney-General, , 
and  one  oS  the  Privy  Council  to  Henry  VI.  His  ancestors, 
for  many  generations,  appeax  to  have  held  lands  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk.  He  being  a  younger  brother,  and  having  a  for- 
tune to  se^  entered  himself  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  was  dected 
Lent  Reader  of  that  society.  Fuller  calls  him  "  a  right  good 
man,  of  great  teaming  and  wisdom ;"  and  he  is  also  spoken 
highly  of  in  Holland's  edition  of  Camden.  Certain  it  is,  that 
he  resided  at  Holies  Hall,  in  the  coiinty  of  Suffolk ;  and  that 
by  his  prudent  acquisitions,  he  left  a  considerable  estate  to  hb 
posterity. 

I£s  descaidant.  Sir  Henry  Hobart,  of  Plumsted,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  being  bred  also  to  the  law,  became  a 
batcher  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth ;  a 
citizen  for  Norwich  ;  a  burgess  for  Yarmouth ;  a  sergeant  at 
law ;  a  knight  j  and  a  baronet.  After  being  appointed  At- 
torney of  the  Court  of  Wards,  he  was  nominated  Attomey- 
Gena-al  to  James  I.  In  1613,  he  was  constituted  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Conunon  Fleas ;  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1 625,  is  mentioned  by  that  great  authority,  Sir  Henry  Spel- 
man,  in  his  Glossary,  as  "  a  great  loss  to  the  public  weaL" 

'  His  son.  Sir  John  Hobart,  the  second  Baronet,  built  a 
stately  house  at  Bhcking,  in  Norfolk,  which  remains  to  this 
day,  in  possession  of  the  fomily.  He  married  first  into  the 
fiunily  of  Sidney^  Earl  of  Leicester ;   and  next  into  that  (^ 
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Egerton,  first  Earl  of  Bridgwater.  His  n^hew,  Str  John, 
the  third  Baronet,  becnme  knight  of  the  shire  for  Norfi^, 
during  the  three  last  parliaments  of  Charles  II.,  and  was.  ho- 
noured with  a  royal  visit,  notwithstanding  bis  &ther,  Sir  Miles 
Hobart,  Knt^  had  taken  an  active  part  i^nst,  and  been 
imprisoned  by  Charles  I.,  for  his  opposition  to  the  illegal  le- 
vying of  "  tonnage  and  poimdage." 

Sir  Henry,  his  son,  the  fourth  Baronet,  was  an  active  par- 
tisan of  the  Revolution,  and  Master  of  the  Horse  to  Wil- 
liam III.  On  being  killed  in  a  duel,  John,  his  only  son  and 
successor,  was  ennobled,  having  been  created  a  Baron,  in 
172S,  as  has  been  said,  throngh  the  influence  of  his  aster 
Henrietta,  who  married  Charles  Howard,  afterwards  ninth 
Earl  of  Suffi>lk.  She  was  a  great  &vourite  of  Oeorge  II.,  and 
known  to  be  a  great  beauty  by  all  the  wrald ;  but  praised  as  a 
great  wit  also,  by  both  Pc^  and  Swift.  He  was  afterwards 
advanced  in  the  Peerage  to  an  Earldom,  on  Sept.  5th  1716. 
His  son  and  succAsor,  John,  was  sent  ambassador  to  Russia, 
in  1 767 ;  and  ncHninsted  Vicraixty  of  Ireland,  in  1 776. 

Robert  Hobart,  the  son  of  George,  third  Eari  of  Bucbing- 
bamdure  by  Albioa,  dau^ter  and  co-heir  of  Lord  Vere  Berti^ 
and  half-brother  to  the  former  nobleman,  was  bom  in  May  6, 
1 760.  He  was  educated  at  Westminster  school ;  and,  early 
in  h^  declared  a  fixed  attachment  for  the  profesdon  of  arms. 
Accordingly,  while  Mr.  Hobart  was  a  very  young  man,  a  com- 
mission in  the  army  was  obtained  for  him ;  and  he  served 
during  part  of  that  unfortunate  war  which  ended  in  the  emanci- 
pation and  independence  of  America. 

I^eaving  the  Transatlantic  continent  in  1779,  he  repaired 
to  Ireland,  where  he  soon  obtained  a  company  first,  and  then 
a  majority,  on  that  establishment.  As  bis  uncle  was  at  this 
period  Ixird  Ueutenant,  he  was  nominated  one  of  b^  Jides- 
de-Caiap;  and  resided  at  Dublin  during  many  years,  having 
succeeded,  by  bis  amiable  manners,  in  conciliating  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  of  the  sister  kingdom. 

In  1 789,  he  was  recommended  to  the  late  Marquis  of  Buck- 
in^anif  while  Vicen^,  as  a  proper  person  to  fill  the  o&oa  of 
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secretary  at  this  ardaons  pmod ;  and  the  result  fiilly  justified 
the  choice  <rf  that  nobloiuiii.  When  Lord  Westfcoreland 
BQCceeded  to  the  government,  he  also  acted  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity ;  or  rather,  exercised  a  species  of  jurisdiction  tantamount 
to  that  of  secretary  of  state ;  for  he  was  a  member  of  ^e  Irish 
parliament,  and,  in  the  language  of  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
of  the  opposition  orators,  began  to  be  considered  as  a  man 
^'  whose  talents  grew  with  the  necessity  of  calling  them  Into 
action." 

One  of  the  great  and  noble  oli^ects  with  which  he  became 
entrusted  at  this  period,  in  consequence  of  new  and  critical  oc- 
currences, was  the  reconciliation  Of  a  protestant  Parliament  to 
the  just  daims  and  pretensions  of  their  Catholic  fellow-sub- 
jects.  It  may  be  supposed,  perhaps,  that  this  was  an  easy 
achievement,  during  a^liberal  and  enlightened  age ;  but  it  re- 
quired all  the  ex^ons,  and  all  the  abilities,  of  this  mimster, 
to  accomplish  the  measure. 

The  Crown,  soon  after  this,  willingly  permitted  itself  to 
be  controuled  by  act  of  Parliament,  in  respect  to  the  un- 
limited right  claimed,  as  to  Irish  pensions ;  while  certain  of 
its  officers  were^  at  the  same  thne,  eltduded  from  seats  in  the 
House  of  Commons :  so,  as  in  both  instances,  to  assimilate 
the  practice  in  that  country  with  the  regulations  that  obtained 
in  Great  Britain. 

The  ParliameDt  of  England  was,  in  its  turn,  prevuled  upon^ 
to  give  a  more  liberal  e^Uension  to  the  navigation  act ;  several 
prohibitory  statutes  were  also  repealed;  while  Ireland  relinr* 
quished  her  pretensions,  which  had  hitherto  been  unavailing,  to 
a  trade  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Straits  of  Magellan. 
It  is  singular  enough,  that,  on  ,tliis  occasion,  it  fell  to  the  lot  of 
the  subject  of  this  memoir,  to  introduce  all  these  measures  into 
the  Houses  of  Commons  of  both  kingdoms,  having  at  this  tijnj? 
a  seat  in  each ;  and  that,  too,  without  a  single  dissenting  voioei 
A  national  militia,  during  his  administration,  was  also  estei- 
bUshed ;  and  thus  the  necessity  of  volunteers,  a  measure  hitherto 
so  formidable,  was  entirely  precluded. 

On  January  ,4,  1792^  Mr.  Hobart,  who  by  this  tube  yr^ 
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nomuiBted  a  I^vy  Counsellor,  -connected  hiinsdf  stiU  more 
closely  with  Ireland,  by  a  marriage  with  Margaretta,  relict  of 
Thomas  Adderley  of  Innishannon,  in  the  county  of  Corii,  Esq. 
By  this  lady  be  had  a  daughUa-,  Sarah,  since  united  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Frederick  Robinson,  broths  to  Xxiid 
Grantham.* 

.  By  the  demise  of  his  und^  in  1 79'3,  )ie  became  I^rd  Ho- 
httrt ;  and  soon  after  this,  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  conceived  a  great 
idea  of  his  abilities,  aa  welt  as  of  his  conciliatory  temper,  detw- 
mined  on  sending  Mm  out  to  India,  in  a  high  luid  honourable 
ststion.  He  accordtn^y  assumed  the  govemmeDt  of  Madras* 
in  1794-,  with  die  prospect  of  an  erentual,  and,  probiddy,  an 
immediate  snccession  to  that  of  Bengal ;  in  which  fatter  ofiic^ 
he  would  have  become  Governor-General  of  the  BriUsh  dtnnh- 
nions  in  Asia,  with  a  revenue  of  25,000/.  per  anmrn.  Wtdw 
out  this  expectation,  it  is  not  likely  that  a  man  of  his  tnith, 
character,  and  pretensions,  would  have  left  fhirope,  and  ex- 
changed his  old  habits,  friendships,  and  oonneiuons,  for  new 
manners,  remote  regions,  and  an  unfaeal&y  climatei 

While  Governor  of  Madras,  he  exerted  himsdif  greatly  in 
pnmioting  the  capture  of  the  island  of  Ceylon  and  the  ^ice 
islands.  The 'armaments  against  both  of  these  were  conducted 
under  his  auspices ;  and  be  had  actually  prepu'ed  an  expedi- 
tion against  Manilla,  when,  hearing  of  the  Greaty  of  Cainpo 
Formio,  this  des^n  was  prudently  tdJandoned  by  him.  The 
Court  of  Proprietors,  liilly  sensible  of  the  wisdinn  of  tbe  me^ 
BUre,  afterwards  passed  a  resolution,  <*  That  Lord  Hottait  had 

•  tbe  lui  Eiil  of  BucLingfannithiK  letmllj  midcd  in  Inliinl  duiing  th*  latcet- 
tin  tdminutntioni  of  Eul    Cvliile,  the  Duke  <if  Pdrilind,   ud  Ok  EhU  Tem- 


ple ind  NorthingioB.  The  lile  Duke  of  Ratbqid,  wfaits  Viceroy,  i 
o»  of  fail  lida-dr-mnp ;  and  bkIc  him  lotpaeior^Mnl  of  the  lecniitini;  —nm, 
with  tbe  niik  of  Major  in  ihe  iim;.  He  ucompuiied  iIk  renuiiu  of  th1>  niJilcmu, 
after  hii  dei-oK,  id  the  bmitj  milt  in  Engluid.  While  in  the  tWitr  VingdoM.  be 
vuretunwd  Tor  ibr  bunxigh  t^  AriMfh ;  and  bU  niQt,  dwCawiHW  of  Buckiagfcil- 
ahire,  Ixiiig  liax-r  lu  >lir  Right  HMiBurdtle  Thootu  Cunolly,  um  of  ih«  riehgn  lad 
taou  iplendid  roininiii  rn  in  Irsland^  he  reiided  cbirSj,  before  hli  miriiage,  U  ^ 
pitOcd/  deinetiie  pf  ihli  gCDilemui,  liiuale  almoit  lOO  milei  ftom  the  opitil 

Wl)ilediief)ecTeui7ioibe£i>l<ifW(>tBM*lHKl,  ba sbtdDsl tba  nMniao-oTtbe 
verj  ■dTBDtmeow  office  of  Oukcf  thePlntuidMliUtEiKbcV'b  iben  bald  bj  the 
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discorered  u<pm  that  occaaioD  the  inf^dligeiice  of  a  profbund 
statesman ;  that  his  fore^ht  had  anticipated  the  events  which 
have  since  occurred;  and  that  this  wise  act  of  forbearance 
alone,  might  have  cpnatituted  the  salvation  of  India." 

To  the  great  credit  c^  this  noblauan,  he  endeavoured,  while 
at  Madras,  to  put  an  end  to  usurious  loans ;  but  he  is  siud, 
atthe  same  tim^  to  have  taken  so  mudx  notice  c^  the  officers 
of  the  army,  as  to  have  giveoj  umbrage  to  the  civilians  in  the 
service  of  the  Con^iany.  He  also  endfiavoured,  on  the  de- 
mise of  the  late  Nabob  of  Arcot,  to  place  that  rich  and  beauti- 
ful country  under  the  protectioD  of  his  employers ;  and  was- 
particularly  anxious  to  realize  the  large  balances  due  ^m  the 
revenues  of  the  Camatic.  These  objects  occasioned  some  dis- 
putes with  the  supreme  gov^nment  of  Bengal ;  and  a  party 
b^ug  formed  agumi  hsa,  he  ddennined  to  resign  the  subor- 
dinalie  govervin^t  of  Madras  On  this  occasion,  aU  orders- 
and  degrees  appear  to  have  testified  their  regret  at  his  depar- 
ture; and  on  his  arrival  in  En^^iand,  in  1798,  a  pension  was 
assigned  him  of  2,000/.  per  annum,  at  the  unanimous  recom- 
mendation of  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Soon  after  this,  (Nov.  SO,  1798,)  he  was  called  i^  by  writ 
to  the  Honse  of  I^ords,  during  the  life-time  of  his  &ther ;  and 
in  the  course  ojf  next  year,  (June  1,  1799,)  married  Eleanor 
Agnes-Eden,  daughter  of  the  late  WilUam  Lord  Auckland, 
by  whom  be  had  no  issue:  his  late  lady  died  at  Fort  SL 
George.  He  was  now  well  enabled  to  settle  and  maintain 
a  fiunily  here ;  for,  having  secured  a  reversionary  grant  of  the 
lucrative  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Fleas  in  the  Exdiequer  of  Ire- 
land, this  had  lapsed  to  him  during  his  residence  in  India,  It 
is  s^d  to  produce  several  thousands  per  ammm;  and  is  now  a 
subject  of  dispute  between  the  Chief  Baron  and  the  English 
Administration. 

Cte  the  great  question  of  an  unicm  with  Irdand,  Lord  Ho- 
bart  took  an  active  part.  Having  resided  during  the  long  pe- 
[io^  of  dghte^i  years  in  that  country,  and  exercised  a  deUcate 
said  important  eituaticm  there,  few  Englishmoi  could  be  so 
well  qualified  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  this  measure.  Ao- 
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cordingly,  he  supported  Mr.  Pitt  on  that  meOibrable  occasioiT, 
and  both  spoke  and  voted  in  favour  o!  it. 

In  ISOf,  his  Lordship  succeeded  his  lather  as  I^l  of  Back- 
inghaimhire ;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  inherited  ail  the 
&mily  estates.  In  1805,  he  became  the  successor  of  the  late 
Lord  Melville,  as  War  Minister ;  and  on  the  trial  of  that  no-^ 
bleman,  appears  to  have  voted  him  guilty  on  the  second  charge; 
In  1806,  the  Earl  was  nominated  Joint  Postmaster- General ; 
and  having  hedn  nominated  a  Commissioner  of  the  Af&ira 
of  India,  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Contronl 
some  time  before  his  demise.  As  he  was  still  tbnd  of  militaiy 
af&irs,  he  gladly  accepted  the  command  of  a  regiment  of  vo- 
lunteers some  years  since." 

His  sudden  and  prematnre  end  arose  out  of  an  unfortunate 
incident ;  for  he  died  at  fais  bonse  in  Hamilton  Place,  ^cca- 
dilly,  is  coDsequoice  of  an  unlucky  &U  icaia  his  horse,  on 
February  *,  1816. 

*  The  Earl  of  Biickingbumhiie,  nhen  Lord  Hobuti  wu  elected  Colanel  (tf  ihf 
Queen's  ■RoyilVolunleera,  a  rerr  fine  body  nf  mm,  to  whom  Ha  Majrily  w»1  grmil- 
otiily  pleued  lo  praent  >  iii]ierb  piece  of  needk-mnb,  wioiight  bj  the  handi  of  ibe 
Princnan,  uid  fuhiooed  iato  the  ^pc  of  anaul  of  coloon,  in  1&D4.  The  gtoimd  . 
ii  of  1  rich  purple  lUli ;  ud  in  the  autre  ue  Her  Mijeiijf'B  um»,  embtoidcnd  ind  sui- 
■  nniiiiled  by  rich  foliage. 

When  Lady  Hiningtoii,  ai  icpnacmalin  of  Hat  Mqaaty,  deliTered  the  coloun  into 
his  Lor.-Iihip's  hand,  hia  Loidtbip  expreatd  himaelf  tbut :  — 

"  Madam,  —  In  the  name  of  iheeorpa  which  I  have  the  honour  to  roDunaui,  I  am 
lo  convey  eur  humble  iad  gnteM  acknowledgmenta  fn  the  diiiinguIihBd  farour  wiih 
which  Hei  Majeaiy  hat  been  pteaiedtolioDouru)  upon  iha  preteni  ocouon  :  and  cir- 
cduraged  by  ao  flattering  an  inaiance  of  Het  M^eiiy'a  conlescenaion,  I  am  ihc  more. 
confident  in  expmtlng  a  fnll  pertuaiion,  that  thoie  icntunenla  which  originally  (^led 
fixtb  our  aerricet,  wit!  nnilbnBly  gtxem  our  conduct,  to  loBg  a*  it  afaall  be  Kef  Mijea- 
Ijr'a  pleaauta  to  permit  iheic  continuance. 

"  Siimulated  to  the  ditcharge  of  iheir  duty  by  the  moat  powerful  motivea  that  caa   < 
influence  the  mind  of  man,  the  piotectina  of  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  lu  in  priTitelifc) 
and  nery  thing  ihw  it  valuaUe  in  public  ettimttion — mir  religiim -— our  Jiwt  — out 
liberty  —  and  our  liing ;  I  on  Tenlure  to  aaiure  Her  M^eaty,  that  the  eipeetsuona  the 
may  hate  formed  of  our  exettiont  thall  not  be  diwppainted. 

"  And  if  the  day  should  come,  when  Hit  Mtjeity,  actuated  by  thai  lafour  for  ^ch 
hit  family  hat  ever  hem  contpicnoua,  and  by  ibac  auction  which  he  baa  dwiya  mtni- 
fesledtowarda  his  people,  shall  think  lit  lo  share  ibeir  dangers:  If  that  amtiout  BiuiaDi- 
IUBliDg  period  should  arriTe  ^  then  may  these  colours,  the  gift  of  our  moatgraelona  Queoi, 
prove  a  abield  to  gu^  and  defend  ibe  •acted  penon  of  oai  beloved  Svranlgn  againat 
■uy  hazard  to  which  it  maj  be  expOKd,  by  thedetjeruetfEom  ofutisDldiiwttUtl  d^ 
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In  private  lii^  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  was  gay, 
pleasant,  and  ecconimodating.  While  in  Ireland,  he  enjoyed 
the  pleasures  of  the  table  with  the  Duke  of  Rutland ;  and  the 
sports  of  the  field  with  Mr.  Conolly.  His  manners  were  en- 
gaging, polite,  and  affaire;  and  these  circumstances  tended 
not  a  little  to  promote  his  success  in  life. 

As  a  public  speaker,  he  was  sedate  and  impressive ;  bis  ar- 
guments were  urged  with-  firmness  and  decorum ;  and  he  care- 
fiilly  avoided  all  the  tropes  and  figufes  of  eloquence,  as  if  im- 
pelled alone  by  a  desire  to  convince,  rather  than  to  influence 
his  audience. 
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No.  XX. 

The  Lira  or  HENKY  HARRINGTON,  M.D. 
AKD  Aldebhan  of  Bath. 

imtk  a  List  ef  his  Works.'] 

1  HE  name  of  Harrington  is  well  known  to  all  those  ac- 
quainted with  British  literature;  and  ii  also  faniiliar  to  our 
history,  in  consequence  of  the  many  celebrated  men  who  have 
borne  this  ^pellalion.  It  may  b^  therefore,  not  altogether 
uninteresting  to  transcribe  the  following  short  account,  which 
was  drawn  up  by  a  friend,  and  perhaps  submitted  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir. 

"  This  highly  respected  gentleman  is  descended  from  an 
ancient  and  illustrious  &mily,  not  more  distinguished  by  the 
smiles  of  fortune,  than  by  superior  intellectual  possessions ;  an 
interesting  account  of  which  may  be  found  in  a  publication 
of  the  Doctor's,  in  1768,  entitled  the  •  Nagie  Antigua,'  being 
a  collection  of  letters  written  by  his  ancestors  and  their  cor- 
respondents, in  the  r^gns  of  the  ?th  and  8th  Henries,  Mary 
and  Elizabeth,  Edward  VL  James  L  and  Charles  I.  in  fbur 
volumes,  replete  with  original  information  and  merit. 

*'  iSir  John  Harrington,  &om  whom  the  Doctor  more  inune- 
diatdy  descends,  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Harrington,  who  married 
a  natural  daughter  of  Henry  VUL,  with  whom  the  King 
gave  as  dower,  the  forfeited  church-lands  of  Kelston,  Catha- 
rine, part  of  Bath-Easton,  and  Corston,  upon  which,  it  is  said, 
he  built  at  Kelston  the  largest  house  at  that  time  in  Somerset- 
shire. 

*'  He  was  a  great  &vourite  of  Queen  Elizabeth's,  whom  he 

attended  in  the  Tower  during  the  reign  of  her  in&tiiated  and 

tanguinary  sister,  Mary.     She  stood  goodmother  for  Sir  John, 

is  eldest  son>  who  also  became  a  &vouritc^  from  his  ready 
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wit,  pkasaatry,  and  l«miing.  He  waa  esteemed  the  best  Eng- 
lish epigram  writer  of  that  age,  and  when  very  young,  display- 
ed much  ingenui^  and  judgment  in  a  translatimi  of  Arioeto, 
the  only  one  of  that  beautiiul  poet  t31  Mr.  Hoole's,  which  ap- 
peared some  years  since,  and  though  certainly  possessed  of 
much  merit,  is  by  no  means  comparable  to  Sir  John's,  to 
wbcHn,  indeed,  Mr.  Hoole  seems  much  indebted  for  asEietance. 
'  **  James  Harrington,  another  ancestor  of  the  Doctor's,  ren- 
dered himself  coas{Hcuous^n  the  literary  world,  by  the  so  just- 
ly celebrated  Oceana,  which  is  inserted  in  the  preface  of  the 
*  Nngx  Antiqva,'  Indeed  Genius  seems  to  have  had  many  fa- 
vourites in  this  family,  and  the  world  will  certainly  allow  that 
his  smiles  have  be«i  continued  to  the  worthy  subject  of  the 
preset  memoir,  whose  delicately  enriched  tafte,  and  superior 
knowledge  in  the  enchanting  science  of  music,  have  so  often 
and  so  justly  been  the  theme  of  public  admiration.* 

"  Henry  Harrington,  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch, 
was  bom  on  Michaelmas  day,  1727,  at  Kekton  in  Someraet- 
diire.  He  received  his  education  in  his  father's  house,  under 
the  tuition  of  die  Rev.  Dr.  FothergUl,  fiither  of  the  late  Vicar 
of  Twerton,  and  brother  to  the  late  Provost  of  Queen's 
Collie,  Oxford. 

*  The  Doctoi  hid,  in  hii  pou»iaii,  Mmc  good  pirtuici,  ind  ■  cyiioui  cnllMrtlon  of 
bmllf  ind  oiher  ponraiu,  unPommoDlf  well  picwmd,  of  ihe  relgni  oX  Henry  VH. 
ud  VIII.  Quten  Ellubeth,  Junn  I.  and  Cbirl«  I.  He  hid  in  origlnil  piciurc  of 
dam  Eliuheth,  whsn  Prinew,  in  th<  Toaer,  and  oF  Ethelrcd-Tudiir  Humngtan,  nt- 
timl  daughter  of  Henry  ihe  VIII.  \  tUo  portrwti  of  ihe  Eirls  of  Lclcener  and  E»- 
tex,  wliich  ue  originli,  and  two  of  the  huidKinicit  of  Queen  Elizafatilri  maldi  of  ba- 
nonr,  in  ihdr  cnrknu  apparel  in  which  ihej  epptared  at  coun  on  tlie  QueenV  liiith-daj. 
Tlej  were  rinJ  beeutiet,  and,  on  the  Queeti'i  giinng  hw  preference  lo  the  beauly  rf  oJU 
ihein,  the  other  it  Mid  tohaae  died  of  grief  andcDTy. 

TbeDoctorbadtlaoaftmilrtcil,  Ihe  date  of  the  year  lir^i  it  belonged  to  Itob«tiia 
Pominni  de  Hivenngton,  CBmberlind. 

King  Jamta  the  Fuat  lent  for  the  Doetoi'a  ancealor,  Si  John  Harringion,  la  Mnrt,  to 
convene  wiih  him,  ii  lie  beard  he  wu  HRleM  wil.  •' Sir  JtAn,"  ™d  the  .upentitioiu 
King,  "  whai  do  you  think  ii  the  reuon  why  ihe  devil  deala  with  uld  womrn,  ao  thM 
the;  become  witcheaf  \  '<  Pta«  your  M^y,"  replied  the  Knight,  "  1  humbly  think 
it  n  becaiue  tbedetil  deligfalilo  nlk  in  dry  pikcel." 

The  King  talked  much  to  him  on  theological  aubjacu,  and  tdd  bin  when  he  left  him, 
"  tfau  a*  he  had  beaid  Sir  John'*  wh,  Sir  John  hid  aba  btvd  the  King'a  lewning,". 
tnd  bid  him  "  lepon  it  bvcunbly." 
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"  the  fiither's  affiiirs  bedng  much  ^Dbarraaaed,  Yaa  dder  bro* 
ther  -was  prevailed  on  to  doci  the  entail  of  the  Kelston  estate, 
an  act  that  ultimately  proved  ruinous  to  the  whole  &imly,  for 
it  might,  on  account  of  the  minority  that  eosiied,  have  been 
preserved  to  the  present  &mily,  this  brother  dying  ghwrtly  after 
the  business  was  ellected. 

"  At  this  time,  Mr.  Harrington  was  recdved  by  his  uncle,  the 
Rev.  William  Harnngt(»i,  Vicar  of  Kingston,  in  Wilts ;  and 
under  his  patron^e,  entered  at  Queen's  CoiUe^  Oxford,  in 
the  year  J  745.  During  tlie  vacations,  he  lived  with  this  der- 
gyman,  who  was  every  w&y  calculated  to  difiiise  knowledge 
and  exdte  emulation ;  and  it  is  most  probable  that  he  denved  - 
much  of  that  elegance,  taste,  and  judgment,  which  has  so  con- 
spicuously shone  in  his  compositions,  &om  him.  He  was 
highly  celebrated  for  his  acquirements  in  the  sdeuces  of  music* 
poetry,  and  mathematics :  and  being  a  vatetudioarian,  aod  his 
sight  much  impaired,  he  often  employed  his  nephew  to  read 
to  him,  a  clrcumBtance,  that  though  it  mi^t  have  been  dc- 
tremely  profitable  to  his'mind,  must  also,  at  times,  heve.beoi  ~ 
considered  as  a  laborious  task ;  for  such  was  the  greediness  of 
his  unde's  appetency  for  learning  and  information,  that  he 
would  frequently  make  him  read  all  day,  and  commonly  tJU 
two  or  three  in  the  morning,  not  liking  to  go  to  bed  before 
day-light.  ■ 

"  It  was  in  hU  uncle's  house,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  or 
nineteen,  that  he  composed  the  univ^mlly  admired  duo  of 
"  Damon  and  Clora."  He  resided  there  eight  years,  during 
which  time  lie  often  amused  himself  in  writing  poetry,  chiefly 
light  compositions. 

"About  that  period  there  subsisted  a  strong  rivakhip  between 
the  two  Bath  theatres,  and  tlic  Doctor  favoured  them  with  se- 
veral excellent  prologues,  epilogues,  8tc.  some  of  whidi  were 
spoken  by  that  inimitable  actor,  Thomas  King,  at  the  theatre, 
then  under  the  old  assembly  rooms.  The  managers  presented 
him  with  a  free  admission  ticket  to  both  houses,  as  a  small  tes- 
timony of  their  high  opinion  of  his  tal»iU}  which  they  consider- 
td  of  great  importance  to  themselves. 
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I*  During  his  residence  at  Kingston,  Mr.  Harringtob  pub- 
lifdied  an  "  Ode  to  Hannony."  Elegant  in  its  composition, 
.  and  intended  as  a  tribute  <^  gcatitude  to  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
forlheir  exemplary  care  and  attention,  «nd  ako  as  a  compli- 
ment to  the  uninterrupted  affection  in  which  they  had  lived 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  which  he  had  long  participated 
and  delighted.. 

"  Sliortly  after  this,  and  by  way  of  contrast,  he  puUished  an 
"  Ode  to  INsGord,"  prefaced  with  the  ibllowing  line, 

"  Bombatio,  olai^or,  stridor,  taratantara,  murmure." 

To  tbesej  he  added  the  admired  poem  of  the  "  Witch  of  Wo- 
liey;"  a  little  piece  <tf  such  infinite  merit,  that,  on  being  read 
by  the  editor  4>f  a  collection  of  fugitive^  anonymous  poems, 
(|)rinted  a  few  years  ago)  it  was  selected,  and  again  given  to 
ihe  public,  with  a.  note, :  that  it  had  been  altered  by  the  cele- 
brated Gray,  author  of  the  Church  Yard  Elegy. 

'^  Notwithsbuiding  all  due  admira.tion  for  the  poetic  powers  of 
-Mr.  Gray,  we  cannot  but  observe,  that,  if  the  alterations  are 
-  his,  they  are  certainly  not  improoemeiUs.  On  \he  contrary, 
wherever  he  has  changed  a  word,  he  has  robbed  it  of  a  beauty. 
It  is  at  this  time  very  rare  to  be  met  with,  we  shall,  therefore, 
ilrom  a  conviijtipn  of  its  grati^dng  our  readei^  refer  them  to 
Dr.  Percy's  Relics  of  Ancient  Poetry,  in  the  second  volume  of 
which  bewtiiul  collection,  it  will  be  ftwnd,  together  with  some 
e^er  of  oar  author's  ingenious  performances. 

"  In  the  year  1 7*8,  the  Doctor  took  his  batchelor's  de^ees, 
and  much  about  the  same  time  gave  up  his  intention  of  taking 
orders,  the  only  motive  for  w^ch  originally  was,  the  small  liv- 
ing of  K^ton,  which  he  would  have  been  pr«KDted  to  by  his 
&ther,  after  the  death  of  the  incumbent,  Archdeacon  Huddle- 
■ston,  who  married  his  aunt.  He  now  commenced  the  study 
of  physic,  in  which  pursuit  he  was  encouraged  by  one  of 
his-  uncles,  at  that  period  the  most'  eminait  physiciat)  in  Bath, 
yet  it  was  only  the  encouragement  t^  voordsr.  for,  though, he 
was  a  man  eliaUed,  both  l^  fortune  kad  &me,.  to  iotrdduce 
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hia  amiaUe  relative  with  edst  to  the  world,  in  his  pn&wional 
character,  it  is  a  iamentBble  truth,  that  his  action*  toward  hint 
were  ni^ardly  and  illiberal ;  for,  ev«i  ^en  dedining  health 
made  it  necessary  to  have  an  aMistant,  he  preferred  a  stranger 
to  his  nephew,  though,  from  his  very  great  celebrity,  tha« 
could  hsTe  beoi  little  doubt  of  its  establishing  the  young  gen- 
tleman's  medical  reputation,  and  securing  to  htm  (in  case  of 
death)  the  entire  practice  of  bis  unde.  We  are  wholly  at  a 
loss  to  account  for  this  conduct  in  the  man  who  first  induced 
him  to  study  medicine ;  nor  ia  it  necessary  to  offor  any  com- 
ment :  every  Juit  mind  will  feel  the  only  one  that  can  be  made 
on  such  a  circumstance. 

"Mr.  Harrington  remuned  at  Oxford  till  he  took  his  d^ree 
of  Master  of  Arts,  after  which  he  proceeded  M.D.  Hisc(dle|ge 
tutor  was  Dr.  George  'Fother^l,  of  whom  he  always  vpoke  in 
the'highest  terms  of  praise,  and  grateful  afiection.  He  said, 
«  he  was  on  excellent  scholar,  a  sound  logician,  a  nervous  wri- 
ter, and  tlie  beet  of  men ;  one  whose  gentleness  of  mind  and 
manners  made  his  pupils  not  only  respect  him  as  their  tutor, 
but  love  him  as  tiieir  friend  ! "  Oar  student  did  dl  posaiUe 
honour  to  his  abilities  and  attentions.  He  left  the  college  with 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  first  classical  scholars,  and 
rich  in  every  species  of  information  necessary  to  the  men  of 
letters  and  complete  gentleman :  yet  he  was  more  indebted  to 
a  highly  gifted  understandings  (which  could,  in  a  moment,  see 
and  comprehend  most  things,)  than  to  int^ise  study,  of  which 
he  was  by  no  means  fond,  and  would  often  say  with  the  bard, 
that; 

"  iStudy  is  like  the  hearen's  glorious  sun, 
That  will  not  be  deep  searched  with  sau^  laobs ; 

Whaf  have  continual  plodders  ever  won. 
Save  base  authori^  from  others' boolu  ?  " 

"'He  possessed  toomuoh  genius  to  borrow  ideas  &om  any 
HUB,  and  felt  a  pride  in  being  one  of  the  Jiw  who  couid  think 
for  dioiuelv^    But  though  be  was  not  euctly  a  betik^Kormt 
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he  was  certunly  what  the  world  calle  uv/i  read,  and  was  also  a 
man  of  «tr«»ig  judgment  and  exqnkite  taet^  of  which  he  hai 
since  given  the  world  Various  proofe. 

"  At  a  very  early  age,  he  discovered  such  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  matbemetics,  metaphysicB,  music,  and  poetry,  as  asto- 
nished his  fellow  coll^ans,  and  created  no  small  d^^ree  of 
jealousy  in  dieir  minds ;  mwiy  felt  ashamed  of  their  inferiority 
to  a  wea  country  hen/  (as  they  called  him ;)  for,  at  that  tim^ 
Queen's  College  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  gentlemen  from  the 
northern  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Cumberland,  lamoua 
for  ahremfaiess  of  intellect,  as  well  as  persevering  application ; 
and  it  was  not  a  little  mortifying  tb  find  themselves  surpassed 
in  leavning  by  one  who  seemed  to  take  no  particular  pidns 
about  it. 

"  Dr.  Harrington  was  fond  of  the  mechanical  arts,  and  display- 
ed much  togenuity  in  the  construction  of  several  mathemaUcal 
instruments  made  by  him  for  his  own  use :  in  short,  his  genius 
was  universal,  he  knew  something  of  every  thing,  and  what> 
ever  he  undertook,  wa»  always  successfully  accomplished.  He 
wfts  well  acquainted  with  astroncHny  also ;  but  his  favoorite 
study  and  amusement  was  that  enchanting  sdence,  Whose  dul- 
cet charms  have  power 

"  To  soothe  the  savage  breast, 

To  soften  rocks,  and  bend  the  knotted  oak." 

And,  though  very  young  and  self-taagkt,  be  was  well  known, 
and  tnuch  admired  in  the  musical  world  for  the  delicacy  and 
sweetness  of  his  compositions,  and  also  for  his  superior  t^te 
and  execution  on  the  flute.  He  played  the  harpsichord,  but 
only  to  set  his  music ;  it  was  not  his  &vourite  instrument ;  he 
never  performed  on  it  in  public. 

•'  The  celebrated  Dr.  Hays,  of  Oxford,  &ther  of  the  late  Doc- 
tor-!^ that  name,  founded  a  club  of  gentlemen  musiciam,  voeti 
and  instrumental,  none  of  whom  were  permitted  to  perform^ 
unless  they  could  play  and  sing  at  si^t  If  any  gcmtlemui 
committed  a  bliuitler,  he  was  not  allowed  to  coQtinue  bis  per- 
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fonnance  th^  erening;  end,  in  order  to  have  th^n  perfect  in 
didr  different  parts,  Dr.  Hays  gave  each  a  bill  of  the  next 
night's  entertainment.  By  adhering  to  these  rules,  this  charm- 
ing society  met  for  many  years  in  tme  harmo^. 
.  *'  Dr.  Harringtrai  soon  became  a  principal  ornament  to  it,  and 
felt  delighted  in  the  opportitnky  it  affi>rded  him  to  become  ac- 
quunted  wi^  the  learned  and  ingenious  Dr.  HayB,  «4ioBe  friend- 
ship he  posseesed  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  often  raentjtHied  - 
'  this  muaic^  association  with  pleasure,  and  regretted  that  there 
were  no  longer  any  such ;  ytt  it  is  by  no  means  wonderfii),  since 
we  find  the  gentlemen  of  the  {H%sent  day  more  inclined  to  de- 
rive amueement  from  the  exertions  of  professiona]  men  (die 
number  of  whom  are  increased  ten  to  one),  than  their  own, 
where  it  requires  (as  in  music),  so  much  labour  to  attain  any 
degree  of  excellence;  and,  indeed,  if  we  consider  how  many 
claims  the  world  has  upon  the  time  of  men  of  ^hion  and  for- 
tune it  will  no  longer  ^ipear  a  matter  of  surprise  that  very 
few  so  circumstanced,  become  jw^fEb'en^  in  any  of  the  sciences: 
8^  the  same  time  we  must  remark  with  infinite  satisfection,  the 
.very  great  and  liberal  encouragement  they  give  to  those,  whose 
talents  ^d  industry  merit  distinction  and  reward.  * 

*  A  cuch  dub,  of  which  Ibe  Dociuriooii  became  ■  prindpiJ  iDeniber,  hid  been  ati- 
bli)hedu  Bi(h  foe  Kvcnl  jtm,  at  <he  White  Ijon,  bal  wurenioied  ■  few  jeui  tince 
to  the  White  Hart  Inn.  Mr.  lUuiiin'i,  who,  iiiili  much  I»lent  •nil  liberality,  conducted 
the  concert!  M  Bkth  ilxne  nreniy  yean,  hti  the  preceding  teuoo  lou  coouderabty  hj 
(Dnducting  ihit  concrn.  A  nceiiiig  wu  lield  b;  the  nilncriben,  in  order  to  prevent  neb 
>  circumtlaace  from  happening  again  the  rollowing  year)  wltea  IwelTC  gentlemen  of  targe 
foniirie  tgiced  to  uoderiake  ilie  cuncert  i  and,  if  there  ihould  prove  a  ite6cieDej,  to  de- 
fray, (he  enpencei  out  oi  iheir  poci<eu.  Tliiiwu  all  veil,  andllbenl  enough,  had  they 
iIDpt  thcie  ;  but  some  of  them,  whn  came  furward  (a*  it  shoeld  afpear  from  motiveiof 
tuiky,  and  tho  were  me mbna  of -theCaidi  Club},  Maflt  aftn-  brgan  to  think  that  ihrj 
might  pouiblj  be  a  feirpnun^  oik  of  pocket  at  the  end  of  (heiewon,  if  the  Cuch  Ckib 
continued  that  itinier.  They  Bccordingly  contnTed  to  get  a  meeiingof  lome  uFiheiul>- 
tcriiien,  Knd  voted  no  Catch  Chib  for  ihatKOOa!  DDCtor  Ranington,  who  nt  not  co'n- 
ntited,  wii  diipleued  ai  what  lie  juaily  i  nihil  ilii  iiii  an  i  iiiiiliii  i  iiflhnir  iniaiiiinniiMa  iii 
gulajon-  He,  ihctefore,  rallied  hii  fricnda  and  loiualnunce  to  hold  a  meeting  fix  the 
porpoteof  totitljannihiUiing  Ac  old  chib,  and  creating  anoiher,  under  the  nane  of  the 
Hannenis  Sotiely.  liru  iiuefleeKUii[1y<*'3<0d''<l>o,(Mcnlian,  and  new  rula  eaubiilbrtl 
(0  put.-hia  lociely  upon  an  inGitiiely  better  fooling  th«i  ihe  old  Catch  Oiib;  it  waanore 
tberal,  more  extensive,  and  .yet  much  teas  eipenH>e.  "nie  number  of  tuUciibera 
vMaQOn  ^ry[  gK*t;  Jail  atiJIdiej-wlit  •den.  unoae  but  ^ailemen  of  ebanen  von 
ptopoHd  pnd  balloted  fur.  ,  f^xn  muj  iJttqcmiiUft.wtrc.foi  ever.sut  off  DniDi  ibii  hh 
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•*  The  Doctor  through  life  was  a  warm  and  generoos  patron 
to  all  men  of  tnndcaL  talents.  His  own  were  unequaUed  even 
by  the  profession —  a  truth  that  must  \}efelt  by  every  lover  of 
taste,  elegance,  expression,  and  delicacy ;  charms  that  highly 
diaracterize  all  his  compositions,  which,  though  so  various,  are 
like  the  characters  of  the  immortal  Shakespeare,  all  original. 
An  an^em,  which  the  Doctor  composed  for  thirty-six  voices 
is,  perhaps^  one  of  the  richest  specimeais  of  gemns  and  scientific 
knowledge  that  has  ever  appeared  nnce  the  productions  of  the 
sublime  Handel,  to  which  alone  it  is  inferior.  He  has  also  fa- 
voured the  public  with  many  other  uithems,  hymns,  &c  so  truly 
beautiful,  and  so  justly  appropriate,  that  they  are  performed  in 
many  places  of  divine  worship.  Asaprofound  judge,  the  Doo- 
tor  was  an  entlindaetic  admirer  of  the  above  incMsparable  couv 
poe^r,  and  was  dee^dy  ofi^ded  with  the  celebrated  and  ing^ 
njous  Bauzzini  for  remarking  that  "  Handel  was  a  good  Gei^ 
man  musidai^  enough,  but  the  Italians  had  mam/  Handed  }'.* 
And  he  very  warmly  rephed  —  "  Not  all  the  musicians  that 
Italy  ever  boasted,  put  together,  could  produce  the  celestial 
harmony  of  his  cbonieses !"  The  Doctor's  &Tourite  style  of 
composition,  and  that  in  which  he  excdled  most,  is  the  toider 
and  pathetic  >  Many  <^  his  songs,  trios,  el^es,  &c.  poisesBing 
all  that  swe^  soft,  witching  of  melody  that  sinks'  deep  into  th? 
heart,  and  gently  proves,  that  ' 

"  Music  u  the  food  of  love." 

And  bis  poetry  according  with  his  notes,  give  us  to  believe  such 
was  his  opinion.    Amongst  several,  whose  beauty  make  it  difS- 


I 

ciety.     It  HWa  became  tbe  beat  rouiical  (Beinblj  in  England  ;  and  had  the  Prince  of 
Wain,  DukeofYofk,  andm>n]>«f  ihe  first  nabilitj  and  getitiy,  nenbers  Dfit. 

Ibe  Doctoc  contiibuled  much  lo  the  harnion]' of  the  societ;,  by  inirodnFiiig  hiaoWn 
neir  compotittona ;  and  had  the  pleaanre  of  hearing  hii  uld  comiinoitigii]  perforrotd  in  ihe 
beat  manner.  This  society  met  every  Friday  during  the  iiinier  and  spring  monlhi ;  and 
each  member  had  the  pnvile^  of  bringing  a  friend.  ThtreviBa  cold  aupper^  and  mneh 
comiviality  alrei.  When  supper  wai  finiihed,  ibe  old  grace  vai  lung  ef  rum  nobis  Domau, 
which  the  DoctM  almyt  aecompuiied  on  the  harpiichord.  He  Gnt  toaai  that  was  drank 

(bytndeeiucud],  wu  " Dmuh  Hirringtro,  thefouDdnof  theHmnonicSoeietjr^ 
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eult  to  delect  taiy  one  with  pjx&rence,  may  be  mentioDed,  in 
iUuBtintioii  of  this  idea,  the  univeisslly  and  jtittbf  admired 
we  of— 

"  How  sweet  is.  the  pleasuret  how  great  the  delight. 
When  soft  love  and  harmony  togedier  unite  !" 

The-  doctor  ha&  ako  di^lsyed  mudt  comic  humour  ia  swse  of 
hie  pnoduotioiu ;  aod  his  "  Old  Thomas  Day"  (so  inimitably 
•Kecuted  by  the  kte  c^ete^ted  Edwui,  of  Cov^t  Gardw} ; 
"  Give  me  the  sweet  Qu^ier's  Wedding ;"  "  The  StapumetiHg 
Song;"  astd^ "  The  Aldecoufi'sThumlf;"  have  each  cpntrihutMl 
to  his  popalan^  uid  &Jiie. 

"  As  »  medical  charastex  al&o,  he  wss  highly  respected^ 
He  fivst  fnaetiaed  at  We^  is  Soiiiewetahjfe^  in,  the  year 
If SS ;  whith^  he  went,  aa.  hi&  quitting-  Ox&rd  and  manyis^ 
die  amiable  and  accompfehedl  Miu  MiwgraMe>  mJth  l^e  hc^ 
cf  suocesE,  as  at  that  time  there  was  ho  other  physiciaii  th^e. 
Hower^,  after  a  Sev  years,  he  found  t^i  sdvaittagee  by  oo 
MMsns  adequate  to  the  inconvenijenca  attenjiuig  the  ffltua)i<»v 
aod  he  removed  to  Bath,  wheve  he  oonlmtied  until  tufi  AtaA,  to 
pvavtiee  wiA  pri^rate  emidument  and  pwbtic  hooouF.  His  di»- 
pwitiwt  washumaae  and  benevolent;  and  he  vas  e^iaHy-lovcd 
Mwi  Kq>eeted  by  aM  laaka  of  pec^rie.* 

"A  few  years  since,  Doctor  Ibningtoii  was  selected  for  the 
office  of  Chief  Ma^trote  of  Bath,  much  to  the  satls&ction  <^ 

*  The  Docloi  fiv  loiny  yemn  ■iicnded  ihe  Domger  huij  Trenir,  nlictof  Lord  Tre- 
Vnt^vi  hM  Mnuviog  Mt^ltt  at  <ke  fitmow  Sir  Ritbtrd  SmcIc  U«  ipokt  of  ibi> 
I^J  M  paMtning  ail  ite  ^il,  humoui^  and  galeij  of  her  fitEwr,  tugether  wiib  man  at 
I^&ulu.  She  wu  eimTagint,  tnd ilnji  ID  debt ;  bat  ihc  «ugenat>iu,chuiaU^ 
and  hnnunt.  She  wu  pirticularly  pmial  lo  Jtmng  pRipl*>  ohom  itie  fT«|iienilj  enler- 
tuned  mMt  libenll]',  and  delighied  ihem  nith  the  pleuaD'rj  ind  volubiliiy  uf  hu  dit- 
tewK-  '  Kit  penoD  wu  like  that  which  her  plnwnt  Skthci  d«crib«  hisKlf  in  the 
Spectator,  with  Kii  ihort  lace,  &c,  &c.  A  little  herore  her  deBi)i  [which  irai  in  the 
DDath  of  Decembn),  the  KM  for  her  Doctor  j  and,  on  hii  eotering  btr  ehamlwi,  ba 
taid,  ■■  Row  ttia  yani  Lad}ilup  J"  She  replied,  "Ob!  mj  dear  Ductor,  ill  fare !  lam 
goitig  tu  break  ap  before  the  holidayi  I" 

liUt  tgnaiiW  l^dj  lived  mao^  jeui  in  Qimn'i  Square,  Swh,  ttid,  in  the  niDUrr, 
■sonibf,  M  St.  An«*a  Hill,  Sun;,  the  laie  re^ence  rf  Hk  Right  HoBounbU  Chutei 
knt  Fox, 
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his  &AiDw  dtizens,  asd  was  olwsyi  inde&tigabb  in  hU  magis- 
terial capacity  as  one  of  the  josticeBt 

"  His  phiiantfaropy  and  charity  were  atdxmnded;  and 
his  feelings  towards  the  brute  creation  eitended  to  so.  great 
a  degree,  that  he  left  in  his  will  one  guinea  per  annum  for  an 
annual  sermon,  to  enforce  the  practice  of  humanity  to  brute 
animsls. 

"  The  Bath  Humane  Socie^,  whether  considered  in  point 
of  rank  pr  number  of  its  members,  is  confessedly  the  fivat 
institution  of  the  kind  at  present  in  this  kingdom.  The 
Doctor  was  the  Jather  and  founder  of  this  socie^ ;  and  Ait 
health  is  one  of  the  only  three  toasts  which  ore  ^ven  in  the 
room. 

"  Continually  busied,  either  in  useiiil,  or  pleasant  avocationsj  ■ 
the  life  S  the  subject  of  this  memoir  passed  agreeably  away, 
until  he  had  attained  to  an  extraordinary  degree  of  longevity. 
At  length  he  died,  or  rather  passed  insensibly  as  it  were,  and 
widiout  p^n,  to  another  and  a  better  world,  in  the  existence 
of  which  he  was  a  firm  believer,  in  the  89th  year  of  his  age. 
This  event  occurred  on  January  15th,  1816,  at  his  residence 
in  Bath,  a  city  in  which  lie  greatly  delighted,  and  indeed  pr^ 
ferred  above  all  others. 

"  A  few  years  since,  be  was  plunged  into  deep  affliction  by 
the  death  of  his  eldest  son.  Sir  Edmird,  who  was'  knighted  in 
consequence  of  presenting  a  loyal  address  A-om  the  corporatitni. 

*'  The  fnends  of  Dr.  Harrington  have  resolved  to  erect  a 
monument  to  his  memory,  in  the  Abbey  Church,  Bath.  The 
subscribers  on  this  occasion  have  with  appropriate  delicacy 
resolved,  that  every  thing  relative  to  the  sculpture  and  epi- 
t^h,  shall  be  placed  imder  the  immediate  superintendence 
and  direction  of  ft  c(Hnmittee,  nominated  by  his  nearest 
relatives." 

list  of  the  works  of  the  late  Henry  Harrington,  M.  D. 
I.  J^tejfn^igiifr,  b^g  a  miscellaneouB  collection  of  Letters 
and  Papers,  in  prose  and  verse,  written  by  his  ancestors,  ind 
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their  correspondente,  in  the  rei^s  of  Henry  VIII.  Edward  VI. 
James  1.  and  Charles  I.  in  4  toIs.  Svo.     Two  editions ;  first  | 

edition,  1769;  second  edition,  2  vols.  1775. 
.    2.  An  Ode  to  Harmony. 

3.  An  Ode  to  Discord. 

♦.  The  Witch  of  Wokey. 

5.  Many  Songs,  Anthems,  Prologues,  Epilc^ues,  &c. 

6.  The  Geometrical  Analc^  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trini^ 
coneonuit  to  human  reason. 
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No.  XXI. 
The  Right  Hon.  GEORGE  GREVILLE,  F.  R.  S. 

EARL  SROOKE  AND  WARWICK  1  BABOM  BROOKX  OF  BEAtJCUAMP 
COURT)  IN  WARWICKSHIRE  J  LORD  LIHUTKNANT,  AMD  CUBTOS 
BOTULORUM  OF  THAT  COUNTY  ;  RBCORDRR  OF  THE  BORODCH  OF 
WARWICK,  &C.  &C.  &C. 

"  Vix  ea  nostra  voco." 

1  HE  veiy  ancient  fiindly,  of  wMch  this  Earl  was  BO  lately  the 
headi  has  distiiiguished  itsdf  during  several  periods  of  our 
Iiistoiy,  and  took  an  eminent  part  in  the  unluq)!^  contentions 
betwem  Charles  I.  and  the  long  parliament.  We  lesm  &om 
Collins  *,  that  the  name  was  fbnnerly  written  Grayill^  Grevil, 
and  GreveL  The  learned  Leland,  in  his  Itinerary,  observes, 
that  "  sum  hold  cpiraon  that  the  GraviUes  came  originally  in 
at  the  ccMiquestf ;"  and  he  adds  in  another  plac^  "  the  veri 
ancient  house  of  the  Gravilles  is  st  Draiton,  by  Banburi, 
(Banbury,)  in  Oxfordshire.  But  there  is  annother  manor 
place  of  the  chief  stoc  of  the  Gravilles,  called  Milcot  yn  War- 
wickshire." We  are  also  told,  on -the  same  authority,  that 
this  fiimily  possessed  "  knap  Castel  and  Bewbusch  Fai^e^  and 
other  landes  in  Southsax  (Sussex,)  1^  deecoit  of  their  name." 
Camdai  also  has  published  a  pedigree  of  this  houses  &<Hn 
which  we  learn,  that  William  Grevel,  of  Campdm,  in  Glou- 
ceEtershire,  lent  the  sum  of  SOO  marks  to  Richard  II.  Hjm 
descendant,  Sir  Edward  Grevile,  was  knighted  at  the  battle 
<^the  "  Spurs;"  aud  appears  to  have  been  a  distinguished 
soldier  in  those  days.  In  the  13th  Heniy  VIIL  being  a  great 
&vourite  of  that  mcmarch,  whom  he  attended  to  the  con- 
tinent^ and  was  present  ^th  during  his  conference  with 
Francis  I.  he  obtained  the  wardship  of  Elizabeth,  who  finally 
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became  the  sole  heir  of  Edward  WiUoughby,  the  only  khi 
of  Robert  Lord  Brooke ;  an  event  vhich  greatly  contributed 
to  the  aggrandizement  of  his  family.  This  lady,  descended 
by  her  grandmother  from  the  Eaih  of  Warwick,  afterwards 
married  his  second  son  Fulke,  and  brought  him  great  pos- 
sessions, part  of  whicli  remain  in  the  family  to  this  very  day. 

Having  seated  himself  at  Beauchamp's  Court,  in  the  county 
of  Warwick,  he  appears  to  have  conducted  hie  affairs  with 
such  prudence  and  economy,  that  he  greatly  augmented  his 
wife's  lands  by  the  purchase  of  several  estates  in  his  imme- 
diate neighbourhood.  Camden  bears  testimony  to  the  many 
excellent  qualities  possessed  by  hb  son.  Sir  Fulk  Greville, 
whom  he  describes  as  "  a  person  no  less  esteemed  for  the 
iwfietncss  of  his  ten^r,  than  the  d^itity  of  hie  -  stotitm." 
laying  in  1806,  his  son,  also  called  Sir  Fulk,  was  iBtrodiwed 
kt  an  «ariy  period  of  his  life  to  the  court  of  "  the  mwden 
Queen,"  and.  appears  to  have  coltivBted  the  moMS.  We  a» 
well  asBored  that  he  hdd  "  tio  mean  plooe  is  lEJjadseth's 
&vour."  He  boasted  of  being  "  the  frend  dP  SirHiilip  iSid- 
ney,"  whose  life  he  wrote  j  and  was  never  known  to  be  a  suitor 
for  any  great  place  or  pre%inent  at  coort  j  for  he  possessed 
an  ample  fortune,  "  which  he  was  wont  to  say,  was  better 
hekl  togetha*  by  a  sin^  life,  wherein  hs  Uved  and  died,  a 
conitant  courtier  of  the  ladies."  He  was  created  a  Bannt  1^ 
the  style  and  title  of  Lord  Brodce  of  Beauchamp's  Court, 
January  19,  1621,  and  perished  seven  -jwa  af^,  at  the  age 
of  75(  of  a  wound  received  fnm  a  servant  named  Hi^irood. 

Robart,  second  I^ord  Brodi^  was  a  anli  of  talaita,  and 
engaging  warmly  in  the  civil  war  declared  agaiist  Charles  I. 
who  bad  treated  him  with  great  injastice.-'  Jn  consequmce 
<^  tbe  part  taken  by  that  nobleman  on  this  oocasian,  he  was 
of  ooucee  hated  by  the  "  Cavvhers ;"  but  prnsed  by  tke 
**  Roundheads."  IjoiA^  Clarendon  aocordiiigly  oensuces  him 
bit^ly,  for  the  "  virulence"  of  bis  c^positioii ;  wSiile  on  the 
oth«r  hand  he  is  mentioned  with  high  reqieot  by  LmUqw  nd 
Macauloy.  His  L<Hx]Bhip,  in  conjunction  with  Lord  Saigt  bad 
determined  to  transport  himself  to  America,  to  aT<ad  the  rigours 
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of  civil  and  religions  despotjam,  then  preraloit.  *  Ha^tng 
been  stopped  by  an  undue  exerdse  of  authority,  they  nfterwardt 
took  part  with  the  Parliament ;  and  he  was  killed  by  a  shot  in 
the  eye,  in  1643,  while  pr^jafing  to  storm  the  Close  at  lich- 
field,  whither  a  body  of  royalists  had  retii'ed. 

His  Lordship's  descoidanta  succeeded  him  in  title  and 
estates,  widiont  any  material  alteration  as  to  fortune,  until 
&e  time  of  Francis,  the  eighth  Lord ;  who  on  July  7,  1 74^6, 
was  created  Earl  Brooke;  and  in  1759,  on  the  extinction  of 
^hat  title  in  the  Rich  fitmily,  was  finally  created  Earl  of 
Warwick. 

George,  of  whom  we  are  now  to  treat,  the  son  of  the  first 
Earl  Brot^e,  and  first  Earl  of  Warwick  of  this  femily,  by 
Elizabeth,  grand-daughter  of  William  Duke  of  Hamilton,  was 
bom  at  Warwick  Castle,  on  Sqjt.  1 6,  1 746.  His  Majesty^ 
George  II.  was  his  god-&Uier,  and  Ix>rd  Conway  acted  as 
tile  royal  proxy  at  the  christening;  which  cemnony  was  ac- 
companied with  great  pomp  and  magnificence.  On  his  &- 
tber's  advancem^it  in  the  peerage  he  was  rect^nized  by  the 
title  <^  Lord  Brooke,  and  in  this  capacity  was  educated  fat 
a  time  in  England ;  whmce  he  was  sent  to  the  university  of 
EdinbuFgh,  and  is  perpaps  the  first  English  nobleman  who 
ever  repared  thither  for  this  purpose.  IBs  two  brotiiers 
w^e  also  brought  up  in  the  Scottish  capital. 

Lord  Brooke  afterwards  visited  the  continent  in  company 
witii  ibe  late  Charles  Francis  Grevill^  who  died  in  1809. 
They  resided  for  some  time  at  tiie  court  of  ^^enna,  in  com- 
pany with  the  pres^it  Earl  of  Beveriey,  and  several  others  of 
tb«r  distinguished  countrymen,  and  after  .making  the  gr/md 
tour  in  the  usual  manna*,  returned  home. 

Lord  Brooke  was  now  cdled  upon  to  serve  as  a  Knight  of 
the  sfaire  for  the  county  of  Warwick ;  and  he  appears  also  to 
have  heai  f^pranted  cme  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  fiur 
trade  and  plantations.  On  April  1,  1771,  he  married  Geor- 
^ba,  <»ily  daughter  c^Sir  James  Peachey,  Bart,  the  first  Lord 

•  S*j>Bccake,»(inmiD  AtuniMnKnictJltdtfici  dieiD,— Efi. 
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Sdiqr;  I7  iriMm  he  had  an  only  aMij^R^ui  died  at  die  age 
offiMirteeiL 

-  On  the  demise  of  his  &ther'at  Warwick  Castle,  July  «, 
1773,  be  succeeded  to  the  two  earidcMna,  and  also  the  po- 
trinuHiial  estates,  which  wexe  lai^  and  {HtidactiTe;'  but. as 
there  was  a  nonieroos  &mily  (^  t^^t  children,  and  as  siHne 
prerions  debts '  ^sted  to  a  reiy  considerable  amoont,  his 
Lordship  coold  not  be  said  to  have  come  into  a  dear  nnin- 
comb^ed  properly.  Foar  years  after  the  demise  c^  his  fanaec 
iady,  the  Earl  of  Warwiclc^  (^  this  is  the  title  by  which  he 
choae  to  be  recognized,)  married  a  second  time,  mi  July  9, 
1776.  JUa  brid^  on  the  latter  occasiwi,  was  Heairietta, 
daughter  of  RJcbard  Vemon,  Esq.  by  the  Countess  <^  Uf^Kx 
Ossoiy,  sister  to  the  first  Marqais  of  Stafibrd ;  tr^  ^iriiom  he 
had  no  fewer  than  seren  children. 

As  a  Peer  of  Pariiament,  Lord  Warwick  seems  to  have 
alwa^  ad<^ted  a  veiy  tonperate  line  of  ooodnct.  On  the 
great  question  of  the  Regency,  he  divided  with  Mr.  Pitt  and 
the  other  members  of  that  day.  He  also  attoided  in  his  place 
at  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  voted  him  "  not  gnilly"  on 
all  the  charges.  In  1794  his  Lordship  spoke  in  oppoeitioa 
to  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Orford,  in  behalf  of  peace ;  and 
ex}n:essly  stated  his  reason  to  b^  *'  because  he  had  the  utmost 
confidence  in  administration;  and  believed  ministers  would 
take  the  earliest  opportuni^  of  procuring  it;  and  that  too, 
<»i  as  good  to-ms  as  possible."  In  1801  he  assented  to  the 
preliminaries  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  in  a  short  dme 
aft^,  when  a  fi-esh  rupture  took  plac^  he  stoutly  (^posed 
Lord  FitzwilUam's  motion  for  a  vote  of  censure  on  Lord 
iSdmouth's  administration.  He  contmded,  "  that  the  late 
nominal  padfication  ought  to  be  contemplated  in  no  other 
pmnt  of  view,  but  merely  as  a  trucc^  or  rather  as  an  experi- 
ment :  and  this  having  now  fiuled,  no  blame  could  possibly 
attach  to  minist^s." 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  at  an  early  period  of  lile,  spears 
to  have  somehow  got  into  difficulties,  which  necessarily  led  to 
anbarrassed  eircamstances.    He  was  always  &md  of  seductive 
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noveldes ;  and  particularly  anxious  to  carry  a  rariety  <^  pro- 
jects into  effbct,  some  of  which  were  of  an  extensive  as  well 
as  an  exp^idre  nature.  Like  some  of  his  ancestors  too,  his 
Lordship  was  ambitious  to  add  to  the  &mily  estates;  but 
economy  does  not  appear  to  have  been  among  the  catalogue 
of  hia  virtues.  His  finances  prohibidng  the  possibility  of 
permanent  acquisition ;  he  entered  into  a  multitude  of  con- 
tracts, and  ^ipeared  very  desirous  to  become  a  speculative 
purchaser  on  a  variety  of  occasions. 

But  having  tied  up  nearly  the  whole  of  the  &mily  estates, 
his  Lordship  was  not  unfrequently  unable  to  perform  his  eo' 
pigemaOa ;  and  as  the  trustees  resisted  his  trequoit  a{^lica- 
Uons,  recourse  was  had  to  equity;  and  lon^  tedious,  and 
expenrave  suits  in  Chancery  ^sued,  by  which  none  but  the 
lawyers  profited.  These  necessarily  harrassed  his  mind,  and 
tended  not  a  little  to  the  dimisution,  and  indeed  ruio,  of  both 
his  fortune  and  happiness. 

Scnue  time  before  his  demise  the  Earl  drew  up  a  statement, 
which  he  had  intended  to  have  circulated  in  fais  life-time.  It 
has  fflnce  berai  printed  and  published  by  one  of  his  fiiends, 
who  asserts,  that  he  *^  died  a  mart^  to  treachery,  delunon, 
and  prgudice."  This  is  entitled  "  A  Narrative  of  the  pe- 
culiar Case  of  the  late  1^1  of  Warwick,  fix>m  his  Lordship's 
own  Manuscript."  We  shall  here  give  a  few  extracts,  after 
the  manner  of  biographical  illustrations,  without  mtering  into 
any  of  the  &mily  feuds,  or  le^i.  altercations,  that  unfor- 
tunately took  place  on  the  present  occasion : 

"  On  the  death  of  my  fether,"  says  his  Lordship,  *'  I 
succeeded  to  the  inheritance  of  the  honour  and  the  patrimcHiy. 
I  was  thai  unacquainted  with,  business,  and  knew  nothing  (^ 
that  important  part  of  my  duty,  the  managemeni  of  wjf  estate 
and  possetsions.  I  allied  in  vain  to  my  stewards  and  agents 
for  informadon ;  they  were  either  ineffable  of  giving  it,  or 
they  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  afibrd  it.  ' 

-  *'  I  found  it  quite  in^wssible  to  gain  any  usefol  infimnadon 
from  those  whose  interest  it  was  to  amceoL     I  really  began 
to  doubt  whether  diere  was  not  some  insurmountable  obstacle 
EE  3 

Dcinzeaoy  Google 


422  EABL  OF  WARWICK. 

to  the  possibiHty  of  bang  ever  master  of  the  eutgect.  Vot  it 
is  true,  I  never  gained  any  clear,  distinct  answer  to  any  qiie>< 
tion  I  ever  proposed  to  these  stewards  aad  agents.  They 
had  no  talents,  but  the  common  one  of  taking  especial  care 
of  their  own  interests,  and  of  neglecting  those  of  thrir  em- 
ployers.  Thos,  some  years  past  in  hearing  complaints  of 
tenants,  and  excnses  of  stewards ;  and  I  saw  with  pain  a  re- 
currence of  evils  I  could  not  remedy.  Ekpencea  increased, 
and  firnds  became  less  productive.  Thus  I  saw  the  danger 
approaching,  without  having  any  nleana  to  prevent  iL 

"  I  had  to  pay  my  modi^  an  aonuity  of  20001.  per  annuitt. 
The  banker's  books  will  prove  that  J  ever  most  correctly 
paid  this  sum  by  quarterly  payments.  But  a  particular  year 
of  necessary  expcnces,  or  of  &ilure  of  payment  of  rent,  reiw 
dered  it  quite  impossible  to  prevent  the  annui^  from  bdng 
(me  or  two  quarters  in  arrear.  This  naturally  alarmed  my 
mother,  who  knew  that  I  had  never  neglected  this  ^ipoinb 
ment.  She  mentioned  to  me  generally  her  apprdwnsion,  that 
my  affiiirs  were  growing  into  a  state  of  confiision ;  and  she 
earnestly  advised  me  to  consult  Lord ,  as  a  person  at- 
tached to  me  by  relationship  and  friendship,  and  who  was 
particularly  qualified,  by  his  experience  in  these  nutters,  to 
affi>rd  a  very  salutary  advice." 

Having  immediately  engaged  this  nobleman  to  act  in  the 
character  of  "  a  confidential  friend;"  fais  Lordship  pr<^oeed 
to  call  in  a  particular  lawyer  "  to  attend  and  advise."  All 
objections  to  the  intervention  of  such  a  person  in  the  first 
instance,  Were  over-ruled  by  the  reply ;  "  that  he  was  so  unlike 
all  others  of  his  trade,  that  Lord  Warwick  would  be  dci^hted 
to  know  him,  for  that  he  would  find  him  a  wise  lawyer,  and 
a  xsalous  JHend  i  Hinc  lUse  lachrymie,  &c." 

An  investigaticHi  of  accounts  now  became  necesnry,  and 
the  various  stewards  were  ordered  to  make  up  diar  rei^pective 
statements.  But  they  had  been  unaccustomed  to  such  proBq>!- 
titude ;  and,  indeed,  regularity  does  not  ap^eax  to  have  been 
an  hereditary  virtue  in  this' noble  fiunily,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  quotation : 
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"  My  fether's  ill  health  prevented  him  irom  making  accurate 
inveatigation  of  the  iiccauntBi  and  Samuel  Dixon,  Esq.  (who 
had  been  the  auditor  of  th«m  for  above  thirty  y^rs,)  contented 
himself  with  casting  tlie  books  of  accounts  up  once  a  year,  to 
aee  the  sums  tallied;  and  then  the  signatures  vere  placed  on 
theoi,  and  an  approml  sanctioned,  I  am  certain  wkhout  a 
check  or  one  observation  made  during  the  thirty  years*  ou- 
ditoah^h  The  steward,  old  Crofia,  was,  I  believe,  a  very 
h(»wet  i»ai^  but  one  of  no  energy  of  mind,  and  never  'fBB  so 
happy  as  to  be  quiet  and  at  rest ;  (this)  was  his  great  object ; 
he  never  raised  his  voice  or  Interfered,  so  that  (if)  thing)  went  on 
toleraUy  well,  he  was  contented ;  but  be  no  more  felt  the  gra- 
dual ruin  which  was  creeping  over  buildings^  farms,  &c.  tjttm 
he  did  the  gradual  advance  of  an  old  age,  not  accompanied 
with  any  acute  disease  or  pain. 

"  But  the  evil  was  of  a  greater  ma^itude.  Ignorant  of  ^1 
the  coQCertia  of  tixk  estate  every  one  nnployed  was  safe  in  the 
exercise  of  his  deceit.  Buildings  were  left  to  decay,  when 
judicious  r^wirs  might  have  preserved  than;  in  shwt  the 
large  sums  exp^ded  on  the  r^>Mrs  did  no  essential  service. 
The  whole  was  one  scene  pf  Aeia^t  just  upheld  from  absolute 
mn,  and  yet  no  very  flagrant  act  appeared  which  mi^t  ^ve 
just  cause  of  alarm.  Thus  I  found  the  evil  spreading  con-  ' 
tinually  and  &tally;  but  the  iair  character  of  (Hd  VeUwn,  as 
my  father  called  him,  prevented  the  most  distant  thought  of 
removing  a  man  universally  liked,  as  ope  who  never  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  continual  stream  (^peculation  and  iniqui^,  which 
reigned;  tj^un^bant. 

"  It  was  not  to  be.  expected  that  afi  ignorant  young  man 
like  myself,  pfaould  be  aUe  to  set  tbJogs  on  their.rigbt  &>otiag. 
Hunting  add  [daatii)g  became  Qiy.  chief  otgects;  and  I  am 
h^^y  to  $a,j,  that  in  the  lait^  pursuit  I  have  greatly  $t/cceeded. 
No  pen^im.can  show  ^ejc  plantations  of  his  own  raising  and 
they  ace  mm  of  mote  tbao  100,00Q^  value,  incr^^og  at  least 
SOQQi.  pf F  annum  ybIub  by  thek  gro^tfi," 

Having  tried  '•  honest  mai,"  of  At  Iwst  sw:^  as  were  so 
called,  witkifltany  benefit  to  his  affiurs,  the  Ewl  of  Warwick 
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now  ^tcked  np<xi  one  who  had  the  r^utation  of  being  a 
*'  rogue."  From  this  new  steward  he  obtained  much  uaeM 
information;  but  unibrtunate^j  for  the  noble  proprietor,  he 
died  at  the  aid  of  two  yews ;  yet  not  until  he  had  distinctly 
communicated  a  true  idea  of  the  value  of  the  estate ;  and  i^ 
addititm  to  this*  he  left  a  book  to  direct  its  iiiture  manage- 
ment. 

~  We  at  length  Aod,  in  ccmsequence  <^  the  interposition  of 
his  noUe  Jriend,  who  of  course  became  a  trustee  on  the  oc- 
casion, that  Iiord  Warwick  made  a  voluntary  entail  of  bis 
estates,  to  Ihe  amount  of  13,0001.  per  annum,  and  ha  oom- 
plains  bitterly  that  certain  terms  and  expressions  were  artfully 
introduced  into  the  deeds,  which,  as  here  stated,  were  actually 
presetted  to  be  signed,  without  bmg  previously  read  I 

It  is  v/flA  known  to  evety  one,  that  this  &mily  posseosea  one 
of'the  noblest  baronial  residences  in  the  kingdom,  and  it  would 
appear  &om  what  follows,  that  the  late  owner  waa  not  inat- 
tentive to  this  memorial  of  ancient  grandeur : 

"  Employed  as  I  was  in  reading,  chit^y  on  &nning  con-- 
cans;  in  hunting  and  planting,  I  saw  great  temptations  to 
improve  Warwick  Castl^  and  for  the  greatest  part  of  my  life, 
I  steadily  pursued  this  object.  How  1  have  sncceeded,  I  leave 
to  those  who  know  what  1  have  dtme  there  to  declare.  It  wiit, 
I  believe,  spe^  for  itseif,  and  be  considered  as  a  vety  great 
instance  of  successful  perseverance." 

Much  praise  is  given  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  the  talents 
and  exertions  of  Mr.  Vancouver,  whom  he  now  called  to  his 
assistance,  and  whom  he  nniformly  protected  agamst  «  the 
old  peculators,  the  accustomed  pilfera^  and  the  honest  men." 
On  this  occasitm  he^p^u^to  be  su|^>orted  by  the  concurring 
testimony  of  Mr.  Arthur  Young.  "  He  found  my  estate 
round  Warwick,"  says  our  noble  author,  "  nominally  in  £ne 
order,  no  bog  to  red^m,  no  enclosure  to  make ;  but  he  found 
every  thing  out  of  repaiTf  no  ditch  ever  scoured,  no  im|»ove- 
ment  ever  suggested ;  the  tenants  idle^  and  rich  without  in- 
dustry, and  ell  the  estate  in  a  slovenly  conditirai.  I  will  not 
eai'&t  into  a  detail  of  what  he  did  in  three  years ;  but  I  say 
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what  Is  a  &ct  that  cannot  be  denied,  that  an  estate,  therentsl 
of  which  was  80001.  per  annum,  was  raiged  on  fire  years'  leases 
only,  to  14>300/.  and  not  a  tenant  removed.  To  judge  of  the 
wale  (^  my  impioTement ;  the  cutting  of  a  ditch  on  an  average 
five  feet  deep,  round  eleven  forms,  near  sevente^i  miles  and 
thr«e  quarters,  besides  making  the  Tachbrook  for  three  miles, 
twdve  feet  broad,  maHiig  in  all  twcai^-one  miles  three  quar* 
texa.  The  forms  were  two  hundred  acres  each,  and  every 
boose  and  office,  either  new  or  completely  r^atred ;  all  the 
hedges  new,  made  perfectly  straight,  and  well  planted,  gates, 
roads,  &c.  the  best  system  of  Norfolk  farming  adopted  and 
introduced,  excellent  implements  of  husbandry,  Devon  cows, 
oxen,  &c  It  cost  18,0001.  and  the  profit  was  the  increase  of 
6000/.  per  annum,  at  the  expence  of  three  years'  purchase.  It 
cost  me  nothing  but  thought  and  labour,  my  traiants  (having) 
agreed  to  their  advanced  rents  directly,  which  paid  the  work 
as  it  was  carried  on." 

We  also  leani,  that  by  the  purchase  of  the  Tachbrook 
estate,  adjoining  to  the  park  pales  at  Warwick,  and  consisting 
of  about  "  2500  of  the  best  acres  in  the  kingdom ;"  a  very 
valuable  acquisition  was  obtained  for  the  fomily.  "  I  have 
now,"  adds  his  Lordship,  "  above  7000  acres  of  capital  land 
round  Warwick  Casde,  which,  if  properly  let,  should  be  worth 
at  least  S5,000Z.  per  annum;"  and  yet  we  are  told,  that  on  the 
donise  of  his  iatba*,  besides  being  encumbered  with  a  debt 
of  about  40,000/.  his  pr<^rty  io  that  quarter  never  produced 
more  than  a  nomnal  10,000/.  per  annum,  so  that  when  every 
deduction  was  mad^  there  was  not  4000/.  per  annum  to 
spend. 

We  are  told  further,  that  "  a  most  valuable  soap-mine  *,"  had 
been  discov^«d  by  Mr.  Vancouver,  on  the  Warwick  estate. 
The  pn^ts  derivable  from  this  are  stated  at  an  enormous 
amount ;  and  the  loss  sustained  on  that  occasion,  by  the  sup- 
posed neglect,  injustice,  &c.  of  certain  perstms,  is  estimated 
at  300,0001.    '*  It  is  no  specolaticm,  but  a  foct^  confirmed  by 

*  ThU  HMp   cDmbinct   EncIj  with  nit  mter,  *ad  Ucune  ilie  lubjeci  of  •  pi- 
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the  written  evidence  of  four  Admirala,  uut  t^ve  tnmiij 
Captains  of  ships;  by  thetrad^  by  the  dotbiers,  tbebleaGben^ 
&C.  in  all  the  woollen  lines,  that  th«a:e  is  no  soap  discovered 
which  is  BO  good  or  to  che^  and  it  is  odopteA  by  Mr.  Day, 
Mr.  White,  and  others,  the  first  contractors  in  the-kingdtMn 
for  the  gopemment,  Sic ;  that  it  would  sell  as  fast  as  it  could 
possibly  be  made  is  certaia,  but  I  dare  not  atteR){n  ai  present 
to  b^D  the  manufacture^  because  my  creditors  would  seize  it." 

We  gladly  ar«rt  chit  ^es  from  the  insinuatioos  reqMctiug 
the  persons  and  caused  that  led  to  "  the  estrangmnent  o£  i 
son,"  the  supposed  guilt  and  treachery  of  those  emplt^ed 
confidentially,  &c.  to  that  portion  of  this  little  tract,  that 
serves  to  place  hia  Lordship's  character  in  the  fairest  pmnt  of 
view,  on  his  coming  into  possessicm  of  the  family  property. 
"  I  found,"  said  his  Lordship,  "  almost  every  thing  out  of 
repair,  in  and  out  of  the  Castle.  I  began  the  arduous  woi^ 
of  putting  every  thing  in  the  most  perfect  order  ImaginaUo- 
The  floors,  the  windows,  the  c^ngs,  the  chimney-^ecee,  the 
wainscots,  the  tiimiture,  are  all  put  in  by  m^  and  they  are 
the  most  beautifiil  in  the  kingdom,  as  geoeraUy  sdmitted. 

<*  I  selected  a  matciiless  collection  of  pictures,  by  Vandyke, 
Rubens,  Stc  The  marbles  are  not  equalled  perhi^  in  the 
kingdom.  I  made  a  nMe  approttch  to  the  castle  through  a 
solid  rock;  built  a  porter's  lodge;  made  a  kitdien  garden; 
and  a  very  extensive  pleasure  garden ;  a  bocJc  room  full  of 
booka>  scnne  valuable  and  scarce,  all  well  chosen. 

"  I  made  an  armoury,  and  built  walls  round  the  courts 
and  pleasure  garden,  &c.  I  Iwilt  a  noble  gre^-houae,  and 
filled  it  with  beautifiil  plants.  I  placed  in  it  a  vase,  cdo- 
^dered  as  the  fmest  remains  df  Grecian  art  extant,  fin-  its 
size  and  beauty.  I  made  a  nobk  lake,  firton  three  hundred 
to  six  hundred  feet  broad,  and  a  mile  long.  I  planted  tree^ 
now  worth  100,000/.  and  which  are  rapidly  increasing  in 
valuer  estimating  them  at  <Hily  one  hundred  thoiiaaod  tree^ 
and  to  increase  cnie  shilling  a  year,  it  makes  the  ad^ttonal 
value  of  5000/.  per  anmaa.  Besides,  I  planted  one  hundred 
acres   of  ash,  which  would,  if  properly  taken  CMe  oi^   pro- 
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duce  1000^  per  annum,  cuttii^  ten  acres  a  year  at  1002.  per 
annum. 

"  I  built  a  rtone  bru%e  of  one  hundred  and  five  feet  in 
^Kin,  every ftcHie  from  two  thousand  to  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  pounds  weight  The  weight  of  the  firat  tier  on  the 
centee  vai  estimated  at  one  thousand  ton.  I  gave  the  bridge 
to  tha  town  (Warwick)  there  being  no  toll  <»i  it.  I  will  not 
oiumerate  a  great  many  other  things  don«  by  me.  Let  War- 
-  wick  Castle  speak  for  itsd£"  To  this  statement  it  is  impossible 
to  refuse  a  due  portion  of  praise. 

Ailer  a  comparatire  estimate  between  the  rents  at  former 
times  and  the  present  period,  (having  been  raised  from  a  no- 
minal 10,000/1  to  22,S00^  per  annum,)  including  the  timber 
planted,  and  Ebowlbrd  and  Tachbrook  purchased  by  his 
Lordahip;  he  computes  that  the  estate,  then  out  of  leas^ 
mig^t  be  raised  10,000/.  per  annum;  and  ctmcludes  by  as- 
serting the  property  to  have  obtained  an  additional^  value  of 
above  400,000/.  since  he  had  succeeded  to  the  inheritance; 
while  his  debts  are  not  now  greater  than  at  that  precise  period. 
It  may  be  necessary,  howev^  to  add,  that  the  Earl,  while  he 
reckons  on  a  total  rehtal  of  56,0001,  estimates  his  "  soap-min^* 
alone,  at  10,000/.  per  annum  I 

It  is  very  ptunfiil  to  bdold  a  nobleman  descended  fitim 
such  an  illustrious  lineage,  declaring  as  follows :  "  I  have  been  , 
(for)  years,  the  poorest  and  the  most  miserably  distressed  per- 
son alive.  I  have  pawned  my  vatch  to  relieve  persons  in  dis- 
tress, and  my  gold  sleeve  buttons,  which  I  had  worn  for  thuly 
years.  I  could  not  get  my  tailor  to  make  roe  a  coat,  a  dio^- 
maker  a  shoe,  though  tfaqr  worked  for  my  servfuitsi  and  in 
order  to  get  out  of  rags,  I  have  borrowed  of  X^ady '  ■'  and 
my  friends,  the  most  trifling  sums.  I  have  (also)  had  the 
great  mortification  to  see  many  distressed  femilies  sott  to 
jailjind  perishing,  though  th^  were  depending  on  me  alone 
for  existence,  when  I  had  not  one  £uthing  to  give  them." 

As  may  be  easily  supposed  from  the  above  statement,  the 
latter  part  of  the  Earl's  life  was  spent  in  penury,  mortifica- 
tion, and  wretchedness.    Some  time  before  his  demise,  his 
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LtmUiip  qi^won  to  hare  filed  a  bill  in  Cbaneaj,  fix-  noer^ 
taming  what  he  dcxditleM  conmdofd  as  his  just  daims;  he 
also  made  a  wiD,  iriiich  was  drawn  iq>  by  the  late  Mr.  Ttonrard; 
bat  on  all  these  sab^ectaj  we  scntpnloiisly  Jbrbear,  out  of  de- 
licatry,  to  say  one  sin^  word  oo  other  ade  <^  the  qneatian. 
It  now-  only  remains  to  state,  that  his  Lordalup  died  soddenly 
in  Ltmdon,  on  the  2d  of  M^,  1 81 6,  in  the  Tlst'year  of  his 
age;  his  semnt  hiring  seen  him  alive  bat  a  few  moments 
anterior  to  Us  diseolntion. 

The  Earl  vt  Warwick  may  be  added  to  die  list  of  moUe 
atOiorti  having  paUished  a  p^ier  in  t^diokon's  "  FhikMO- 
phical  JpnmaL"  Were  his  life  to  be  written  with  fiddit^', 
it  wonld  be  fonnd  to  teesa  with  instnijction  for  nun  t^  l»rtfa 
and  fertnne;  and  it  would  convey  no  small  prartion  of  inlbr- 
matignf  while  it  gratified  curios!^  in  no  conmum  di^ree^  in 
respect  to  all  descriptiuts  of  persons,  whatever  thcsr  porsoits 
or  nuik  in  liie  may  he. 
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The  Life  op  the  Right  Ret.  Dk.  WATSON,  F.R.S. 

lOHD  BISHOP  OF  IXANDAPF,  RKGIDB  PROFESSOB  OF  OtVIHITT  IK  THE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE)  ARCHDEACON  OF  ELY)  AHS  HECTOR  OF 
KMAPTOFT,  IN  LBICE8T£H£H1EB. 

XhIS  celebrated  Prelate  possessed  many  claimB  to  public 
attention,  as  a  theologian,  a,  chemist^  an  agriculturist  and 
a  man  of  letters.  It  would  be  unpardonable,  therefore,  to  allow 
such  a  name  to  sink  for  a  moment  into  oblivion ;  or  even  to 
permit  his  memory  to  remain  unhallowed  with  the  just  meed  <^ 
praise. 

Ricbacd  "Watson,  a  native  of  Westmoreland,  was  bom  at 
Eversham,  about  five  miles  from  Kendal,  both  situate  in  that 
coan^>  in  the  yefir  1737.  His  iath^,  a  clergymaDf  who 
possessed  bat  a  very  trifling  pr^^ment,  ^jc^ed  for  many 
years  the  Mastership  of  the  tree  Grammar  School  in  Kendal, 
where  the  son  was  brought  up.  That  his  education  was  ctrfr* 
fiilly  attended    to,  and  that  he  was  not  only  earlyi    but 
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thoroughly  initiated  in  the  elements  of  human  learnings 
qipears  probable ;  hia  knowledge,  indeed,  seems  to  have  been 
all  that  he  carried  with  him  to  Cambridge^  except  a  very  scanty 
stock  of  money,  the  most  persevmng  economy,  and  a  habit 
of  application,  that  defied  imitation,  and  almost  belie£ 
He  waa  admitted  of  Trinity  CWl^e  abotit  the  year  1 755, 
and  Us  true  blue  worsted  stockings  arid  coarse  mottled  coai,  both 
(^  which  doubtless  evinced  themselves  of  home-spmi  iqano- 
&ctnre ;  together  with  a  northern,  or  provindal  accent,  are 
fltiU  commemorated  by  tradition  in  the  annair  of  that  cde- 
brated  iostdtulJon.  Nor  ought  such  trifles  to  be  over-looked 
in  this  piace :  for  when  it  is  recollected,  that  his  unimpeach- 
able morals,  r^id  progress,  and  uniform  good  conduct*  either 
served  to  overcome  or  to  oUiterate  the  pn^udices  arifflng  from 
thes^etty  obstacles,  the  vray  moition  of  them  conveys  an 
appropriate  lesson  to  the  raw,  yonag,  and  uninfimned  7}/ro. 

Mr.  Watson  was  twenty-two  years  old  whcoi  he  took  his 
first  degree,  having  obtained  that  of  B.  A.  in  1759 ;  he  pro- 
ceeded A.M.  in  1762;  when  he  stood  high  among  the 
Wran^ers  ,•  and  finally  crowned  his  academical  promotioDB  as 
D.D>inI79I.  The  Doctor  appears  at  an  early  period  to  have 
obtained  the  respect  of  his  own  coll^e^  which  could  not  be 
long  unconscious  of  his  worth ;  and  to  this  was  added  the 
esteem  of  the  whole  university,  in  consequence  of  an  incident 
which  might  have  proved  pn^dicial  to  a  person  less  discre^ 
The  late  Duks  dT  Grafioa,  ^o  was  then  4heir  Chaocdlor, 
having  made  an  impropra-  reoommendadcMK^  a  candidate  ftv  a 
vacant  office,  he  gave  a  ^rited  ojq>osition  tothea^cmtmeat; 
but  took  care  at  the  same  time  to  mingle  his  c^^ectionB  with  sa 
much  suavity  of  manner,  as  actually  to  obtain  the  &ien:ddiip 
of  the  nobUmao  in  qwstion.  Indeed,  at  an  early  period,  he 
if^ats  to  have  ia^ibed  a  dae  knowle^e  of  the  worid  and 
iti.affiars:  for  sdthou^be  never  excdled  in  mathemalics,  » 
stadf,  then, «Q now dMffl^fioetomlialat'nimty  College;  jet 
h»MiODobtaiiiedprBe0(le«[tynfdK>mwho««t«dee[dy  versed  m. 
iilitBaMMt«bitnMbni»(Jie8.  Iliiis Postlelfavayte^  onet^his 
aUeat  pppwMitia  ai  A  ff^tm^j.  coidd  imomtrate  ^nMctf  &t 
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cuoiy  lot  a  small  rectory  in  the  country,  ^riule  Watson  was 
tooa  oiabled  to  become  his  Diocesan  I 

A  fi^wship  detained  Kane  time  before,  affbrded  Bomedillig 
like  present  independimcc^  while  a  college  tutorship  led  to 
future  honours  and  emolomaite.  The  presait  Lord  Carystbrt 
was  Mie  of  hk  eariy  piqnls ;  and  to  another,  the  late  Mr. 
Ludier,  afterwards  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  Essex,  he  was 
indebted  for  a  large  portion  of  that  affluence  which  accom- 
panied the  latter  period  of  his  life ;  while  by  means  of  a  third  — 
the  late  Duke  of  Rutland,  he  was  at  length  enabled  to  attain 
a  mitre. 

At  the  period  alluded  to,  modem  chemistry,  then  in  its 
in&nt  state  in  Great  Britun,  appears  to  have  been  unknown, 
or  at  ieast  unattended  to  in  the  unirerHty  of  Cambridge,  lliic 
may  be  ^rly  deduced  Irom  the  circumstance,  Uiat  a  gentle- 
man elected  Public  Professor  of  this  science^  was  notc»ioualy 
ignorant  <^  the  first  princ^es  of  the  art.  Luc^y,  however, 
4bc  office  fell  to  tile  lot  of  Mr,  Watson,  in  1T6*,  who  deter- 
mined that  it  should  not  be  a  sinecure.  Immediately  after  his 
ntHninatioQ,  he  associated  Hofihiait,  supposed  to  be  a  good 
practical  chemist,  in  his  labours,  and  by  his  means  learned  the 
rudiments  of  the  art,  in  which  he  was  to  instruct  others.  It  is 
wdl  known  in  the  university  that  their  first  attempts  were  rud^ 
awkward,  and  unsuccesftil.  During  the  course  of  tb^r  joint 
experiments,  both  they,  end  their  woikshop,  are  s^d  to  have 
been  "  blown  into  the  air  !"  but  luckily  escaping  with  only  a 
few  Imiises  and  contnnons,  they  proceeded  in  their  doubt&l 
and  dai^eiouB  li^m^,  until  oonsiderable  progress  had  bem 
efisoted.  InmiediateJy  on  this,  the  subject  of  the  pr^ent  me- 
moir having  comnrenced  his  public  lectares,  adopted  the  nomra- 
daitire  then  in  use,  but  since  become  vibsolete ;  and  exhibited 
his  af^MUWtOB  and  his  experiments  to  a  crowded  and  admiring 
an^cnoe.  The  disconcses  of  the  new  Frofewor  Were  t£  « 
popidar  nature;  he  did  not  ^etend  to  enter  into  the  depdit 
of  science^  but  contested  himself  with  QZ^Ialauiig  the  lacfte 
obvious  princq>les;  md  above  -all  demonstvatii^  theintimats 
gmiuactiop  hewexa,  dieaaiury  aai  nyuqdiHftares. 
4    - 
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Hu fortnne wu now a§snred.  Iiil771  hevascreatedDoctor 
of  IKvinity  by  royal  roaadate ;  and  in  the  coarse  of  the  same 
year,  wai  unanimously  defied  Regius  Profeflaor  of  Divini^  to 
tlie  uniTersity  of  Cambridge;  to  whicli  office^  the  rectory  of 
SuimdiBm,  in  HuntingdonHhire  u  annexed.  On  this,  he 
married  a  lady  of  reqtectable  connectkms,  with  whom  he  had 
been  long  acqaiunted,  and  soon  began  to  luive  a  bmily  around 
him,  for  which  he  was  now  ^labled  to  pronde. 

By  this  time  his  repntatim  had  extended  thron^cmt  the 
whole  kingdom,  and  the  Royal  Society,  anxious  to  in- 
corporate a  man  o!  such  talents  among  its  nMmb^^  imme- 
diatdy  proceeded  to  his  election.  Many  of  his'  piqiere,  soon 
after,  were  publi^ed  in  the  FhilcKophical  Transactioiu ;  and 
those  connected  with  cheDiistry  were  at  length  selected,  and 
engrafted  into  his  Essays. 

Meanwhile,  his  fiiaidB  and  admirers  were  not  inattentive  to 
his  clerical  interests:  for  in  1774^  he  was  presented  to  a 
prebendal  stall  m  the  diurdi  of  Ely;  and  in  1780,  suc- 
ceeded Dr.  Plumptr^  as  archdeacon  of  that  diocese.  In  the 
course  of  the  same  year  he  obtained  the  rectwy  of  Northwdd, 
in  Norf(dk ;  while  his  patron  and  former  pupil,  the  Doke  of 
Rutland,  nbw  presented  him  to  the  valuable  rectory  of  En^ 
toft,  in  the  coun^  of  Leicester,  as  an  earnest  of  his  iiiture 


It  may  be  here  &irly  and  truly  btated,  without  intending 
any  insult  to  Oxford,  that  anterior  to  the  Fr^tdi  Revolution, 
the  university  of  Cambridge  was  uniformly  disdt^uidted  by 
Whig  pnnciples,  and  all  those  liberal  notions  both  in  respect 
to  politics  and  reli^on,  which  were  introduced  with,  or  rather 
confirmed  by^^lliam  III.  It  was  not  until  the  year  1776, 
thid;  Dr.  Watson  had  an  opportunity  of  publicly  maintaining 
his  own  (pinions  on  those  interesting  subjects.  Being  then  no- 
minated to  preach  before  his  own  nniversity,  on  the  anni* 
versary  of  the  Restoration,  he  delivered  a  discourse,  which  was 
soon  after  printed,  under  the  title  of  "The  Frincipln  of 
like  Revolution  vindicated,"  which  attracted  a  considerable 
share  of  notice  and  popularity.    Another  <^  the  same  nature^ 
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and  professing  the  same  tenets,  on  the  anniversary  of  His  pre- 
sent Majesty's  accession  to  the  tbrcme,  produce(i.a  contro- 
veray ;  but  like  all  sijnjtar  contentions,  the  disputqntB  were 
soon  lost  in  their  own  smoke ;  and  we  now  only  recollect  "  An 
Heroic  Epistle  to  Dr.  Wataon;"  the  author  of  which,  sup> 
posed  to  be  the  same  with  that  "  fo  Sir  William  Chambers," 
remains  still  unlmown. 

Having  thus  vindicated  the  principles  of  general  liberty,  and 
justified  the  revolution  of  1688,  Dr.  Watson  next  proceeded 
to  justify  Christianity  itSel^  from  the  attacks  of  st^histry, 
scepticism,  and  infidelity.  The  late  Mr.  Gibbcm,  Ibnd  of  ease, 
luxury,  and  enjoyment,  had  rdinquished  his  political  opinitxts 
lor  a  place ;  but  in  his  reU^ous  tenets,  he  appears  to  have 
remained  firm  and  sincere  until  the  very  last.  In  two  of  the 
chapters  of  his  celebrated  work  on  "  llie  Decline  and  Fall  c^ 
the  Roman  Empire"  he  had  attacked  the  religion  of  Christ ; 
and  he  was  now  answ«-ed  by  means  of  a  work,  entitled,  "  An 
Apology  for  ChrisUanity,  in  a  Series  of  Letters,  addressed 
to  Edward  Gibbon^  Esq."  This  immediately  became  a  po^ 
pular  [W)ducti<m ;  for,  instead  of  cdling  in  the  assistance  of 
the  secular  power,  or  cominencing  his  attack  with  the  violence 
of  Ingotted  zeal ;  Dr.  Watson  displayed  all  the  mildness  of 
a  true  Christian,  and  all  the  good  manners  of  a  well-bre4 
gentleman, ' 

In  1780,  he  published  another  sermon,  preached  b^re  hiq 
own  unirersitp',  in  the  beginning  of  the  same  year  (Fd>.  4fih\ 
on  the  day  aj^tointed  for  the  general  &st;  and  in  1781,  he 
produced  his  first  volume  of  "  Chemical  Essays."  This  was 
soon  after  followed  by  four  additional  ones. 

At  length,  by  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  to 
whom  this  work  w^s  inscribed,  he  obtained  the  mitre ;  and 
thus  owed  to  a  lucky  incident,  what  his  own  merit  had  fuUy 
mtitled  him  to,  fVom  that  moment  he  seems  to  have  aban^ 
doned  his  once  bvourite  pursuit,  as  wilt  be  seen  from  th^ 
following  quotation  from  the  preface  to  his  fifth  and  last 
volume : 
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"  When  I  was  elected  Professor  of  Dninit^  in  1771,  I  de- 
tennined  to  abandon,  for  ever,  the  stndy  of  chemistry,  and  I 
did  abandon  it  for  several  years ;  bnt  the  veteris  vextigiajlamna 
still  continued  to  delight  m^  and  at  length  seduced  me  from 
my  purpose. 

**  When  I  was  made  a  Bishop,  in  178S,  I  again  deter- 
mined to  quit  my  favourite  pursuit:  the  volume  whidi  I 
now  offer  to  the  public  is  a  sad  proof  of  the  imbeciUty  of  my 
resdudon. 

"  I  have  on  this  day,  however,  offered  s  sacrifice  to  other 
people's  notions,  I  ctmfess,  rather  than  to  my  own  <^inion  of 
episcopal  d£conim  —  I  have  destroyed  all  my  chemical  manu- 
scripts. —  A  prospect  of  returning  health  might  have  per- 
suaded me  to  pursue  this  deli^tfiil  sdeece;  bnt  I  have 
now  certainly  done  with  it  for  evo- ;  at  least,  I  have  taken  the 
most  effectoal  step  I  could,  to  wean  myself  from  an  attachment 
to  it;  for,  with  the  holy  zeal  of  the  idolators  of  dd,  who  had 
been  addicted  to  curious  arts  —  /  hcax  bwned  my  boots."  . 

Soon  ailer  bis  consecration,  the  new  Bishop  attracted  the 
notice  <£  both  the  clerical  pr<tfe«don  and  the  puUic  at  large,  by 
"  A  Letter  addressed  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,"  on  die 
equilizadon  of  the  Church  Revenues.  His  Lordship,  on  this 
occasion,  proved  himself  the  sincere  friend  of  the  great  body  of 
the  clergy,  by  demonstratitig  the  hardships  to  which  those  who 
possessed  scanty  livings,  were  subjected.  Yet,  althougl^  his  axgu- 
ments  were  conclunv^  and  his  &cts  incontrovertible,  neither 
the  Metropolitan  himself  nor  any  of  those  possessed  of  rich 
livings,  were  much  pleased,  perhi^is,  with  tUs  address.*   The 

•  Ai  Ihii  work,  vUch  hu  beiD  Utetj  le-publiiheii  ia  ihe  PunpUeMr  (No.  XVI.) 
fanSErlf  excited  much  mtiendon,  tud  a  Kill  wanhj  of  p(nB*)i  "c  ihiU  bete  glie 
in  in&ljuiof  it.  AFlei  tome  prefticny  mnuki  miipIimeDUrf  (o  ihe  cleigj  in  genenl, 
and  the  Bench  of  Biibopi  in  panieulu-,  D).  WitMB  birij  Mitei  bi>  object  to  be  two- 
fold,  vii.  "  An  Altention  leipactinf  (he  Revenue  of  the  Biilupi  ind  the  uifciuir 
^".St  i"  —  "not  by  metiu  of  *  psriij  rf  Rnfrnnenli,  but  *  better  ipportioned  Di»- 
UibntiOD  of  whit  (he  S«*te  tllowi  fbi  theMilnteDioeeof  iheettabtiahedCleigx." 

1 .  He  wiihn  to  aitke  the  Biihopiio  more  equal  to  aiii  other,  both  wiib  rapecl  lo 
ineonie  uid  paaanage,  by  upeiing  part  oF  the  eitttei,  end  [art  o(  the  prefennenta  of 
the  ticker  bithoprin,  u  thtj  become  Ticant,  to  the  poorer ;  which  would  prevent  the 
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late  Mr.  Cumberland,   however,   was  the  only  person  who 
attempted  to  answer  it ;  and  his  reply  lost  much  of  its  effect  , 
from  the  apppesrance  of  haste  tuid  violuice  in  which  it  wa* 
composed. 

The  Bishop  of  Llandatfwas  now  considered  as  a  very  able 
and  popular  prelate ;  and  <m  being  chosen  to  preach  before  the 
Lords  on  January  SO,  178S,  the  Abbey  was  crowded  on  the 
occasito.  But  thme  who  expected  any  Violent  declarations, 
or  extraordinary  political  sentiments,  returned  home  disap- 
pdnted ;  on  Ae  other  hand,  such  as  were  fond  of  a  discourse 
admirable  in  its  composition,  and  cautious  as  well  as  tem- 
perate, in  respect  to  its  sentiments,  were  delighted  upon  this 


In  1786,  appefffed  **  A  Collection  of  Theological  Tracts," 
in  6  vols.  8vo.  of  which  his  Ix)rdship  was  the  avowed  editor. 
This  was  published  at  Cambridge,  and  designed  entirely  for  the 


balding  of  prefirmenti  in  omtunidDn,  on  the  put  oC  uBie  of  ihcmi  uid  produce 
a  grater  independence  of  ihe  preluy  in  tlio  Houje  of  Lords  )  and  lutlj,  by  resiricting 
diem  to  their  origiinl  aen,  superinduei  s  longer  rtjidence  in  their  reipeiilye 
diortiei,  which  hduIiI  thui  iko  be  ihe  raeani  of  rendering  their  piaca  of  alKide  mart 
comfiHiable  and  coniraodiout,  ithen  no  traosl«iioii  was  cipccied. 

He  Doctor  mainraim  that  the  whole  menu c  of  the  church,  including  hiihi^rics, 
id«u»  lod  ebapurt,  lectotiei;  ncanges,  digniiiei,  and  bencficei  of  itl  kiiidi,  i^dnot, 
■haa  he  wrote,  auHHuit to  mwe  than  l,bOOfiOol.  a  year;  and  that,  esdmsting  the 
clergy  at  10,000,  ihii  would  not  produce  ■  clear  revenue  of  above  ISDJ.  ejeartoeBch 
individual.  Nov,  although  the  whdie  revenae  of  the  chuieh  ii  ki  IncoDiiderBble  as 
not  to  admit  of  any  diounution  of  it';  "yet,"  addi  hiiLordihip,  "  a  umewhai  better 
•dminituation  of  it  migbt  be  introduced,  with  much,  li  la  apprehended,  advantage  to 
the  atate,  and  without  the  leait  injualice  to  an;  indttidual.  He  accordlnglj  proposes 
to  endow  tbe  pfjorer,  oijl  of  tba  re«emic«  of  the  rich**  beneficei,  bo  aa  at  the  end  of 
■60  or  ;o  jsars,  to  render  all  the  cle^  comfortable  i  wherea*  by  the  openiioa  of 
Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  this  cannot  occur,  in  less  than  twn  or  three  hundred. 

"  Aa  to  any  cenaure,"  ailda  the  good  Eiahop,  ■'  to  whicti  I  may  have  exposed  my- 
•df,  in  btuning,  ai  aome  will  icoffingly  phnie  it,  a  reformer  ;  in  disturbing,  at  oihen' 
■rill  teem  (otpprehend,  the  repoae  of  ibe  eslabliahmeDt,  I  will,  aa  the  Apostle  recom- 
meiida,  lake  it  patietitty!  it  is  much  easier  to  hear  the  reprrarh  of  orher  itien's 
louguea,  than  ot  our  o^n  minds ;  and  that  1  coald  iint  have  escaped,  had  I  dane  less 
than  1  ban  diHie.  I  flatter  myself,  however,  or  rather  I  have  good  reaioD  to  expect, 
ihet  many  of  my  brelhren  will  see  the  subject  in  the  stme  light  ihat  I  have  dune,  and  »il| 
oneur  in  recommending  it,  when  the  more  urgent  concern*  tf  the  slsle  art  iu  sums 
taeualB  utlled,  to  the  notice  of  Pailiamenl." 


Dciiiizedoy  Google 


436  DB.   WATSON. 

use  of  students  in  divinity :  it  may  be  considered  as  an  oflidal 
publicatitHi,  as  R^us  Pn^essor ;  and  the  series,  of  itself 
forms  an  inestimable  library  to  every  candidate  for  holy 
orders.  It  could  add  nothing  to  his  Lordship's  &me,  as  it 
required  sdecUon  alone ;  it  was  therefore  considered  merely 
in  the  light  of  a  duty. 

As  the  Bishop  of  LlandafT  bad  now  become  a  l^^islator,  the 
<^es  of  the  pubhe  were  steadily  fixed  up<Hi  his  political  conduct. 
During  the  discussioii'  of  the  commercial  treaty  with  Frasc^ 
his  Lordship  supported  Ministers  in  that  measure,  whidi  must 
be  allowed  to  have  proved  highly  beneficial  to  this  country. 
During  His  M^es^'s  first  illness  he  joined  the  oppositioo,  and 
was  one  of  those  who  considered  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  pos- 
sessing an  unqualified  right  by  birth  alon^  to  the  assumption 
of  the  Regency.  But  Mr.  Pitt,  on  this  occasion,  deemed  it 
more  ctmstitutional,  that' the  two  remaining  states  should  sup- 
ply the  temporary  vacancy  of  the  throne.  The  sudden  and 
unexpected  recovery  of  the  Sovereign  put  on  eoA  to  all  the 
changes  then  meditated;  and  among  oth^  incidental  spe- 
culadtHis  of  that  day,  the  vacant  Bishopric  of  St.  Asaph  was 
assigned  to  Dr.  Watson. 

Meanwhile,  a  great  and  singular  event  occurred  in  Europe, 
which,  &om  the  very  beginning,  seemed  portentous ;  and  in  a 
^ort  time  appeared  pr^uit  with  the  most  serious  and  im- 
portant results.  Different  opinions  prevailed  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  French  Revolution  ouj^t  to  be  viewed  by  the 
English  pet^le ;  and  ministry  and  opposition  were,  as  usual,  di- 
vided, both  as  to  the  nature  and  the  treatment  of  this  national 
conrulsioD.  The  Bi^op  of  Llandaff,  as  a  friend  to  peace,  ap- 
pears to  have  d^recated  all  intervention  on  our  part ;  and  it 
was  not  imtil  long  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  that 
he  gave  his  avowed  sanction  to  the  war.  In  1791,  he  delivered 
a  charge  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocese^  in  which  this,  and  a  num-. 
b^  of  other  points  were  touched  upon ;  particularly  respecting 
the  present  condition  cX  the  Church,  and  the  pretensions  of 
those  who  dissented  from  the  established  ftith.    To  avoid  the 
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possibility  of  misrepreseBtatiQn,  he  soon  after  deemed  it  necee- 
Bary  to  puUish  this  address. 

His  attention  seems  now  to  have  been  divided  between  his  at- 
tendance in  the  House  of  I«rds,  wbert  he  spoke  frequently, 
and  always  in  the  Spirit  of  conciliation,  and  his  prelatical  du- 
ties, when  called  on  as  a  preacher,  to  promote  the  great  charita- 
table  institutions  of  our  metropolis.  Accordingly,  he  twice 
.preached  sermons  for  the  benefit  of  the  Humane  Society,  both, 
of  which  were  admirable  of  their  kind,  although  neither  of  them 
has  ever  been  printed.  He  also  delivered  a  discourse  in  behi^ 
of  the  Westminster  Dispensary,  which  has  been  praised  by  an 
author,  by  no  means  favourable  to  his  political  sentiinents :  — 

"  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  perusing' many  of  the  various  sin- 
gle sermons  which  are  published;  but  I  cannot  resist  the  op>- 
portunity  of  recommending  three,  which  I  think  are  at  this 
time  important,  and  writtrai  with  ability  and  spirit.  One  by 
the  Rev,  Dr.  Vincent,  head  Master  of  Westminster  School  (a 
gentleman  ofvery  considerable  erudition,  diligence,  ability,  and 
most  exemplary  conduct),  preached  for  the  Westminster  Dis- 
pensary; another  by  Doctor  Watson,  Bishop  of  Llandaf^ 
preached  for  the  Westminster  Dispensary  abo  r  with  an  Ap- 
pendix, containing  Reflexions  on  the  Present  state  of  England 
and  France.  The  Appendix  is  of  peAiliu*  merit ;  and  a  third 
*  On  Gaming;'  written  with  great  energy,  patriotism,  and  elo- 
quence, by  the  Reveraid  Thomas  Renn^  D.  D.  Prebendary 
of  Winchester." 

In  1796,  an  opportunity  occurred,  and  was  happily  seized  by 
the  Bishop,  which  enabled  him  not  only  to  distinguish  himself 
as  an  advocate  for,  but  also  to  be  of  eminent  service  to  the 
cause  of  Christianity.  It  was  at  that  period,  that  the  '*  Age  of 
Reason"  was  encountered  by  "  An  Apology  for  the  Bibl^  in  a 
series  of  Letters  addressed  to  the  author  of  that  work."  On  this 
occasion,  he  made'use  of  the  same  mildness  and  urbani^  that 
he  had  before  displayed,  wh^i  encountering  the  infidel  opinions 
brcMiched  by  Mr.  Gibbon ;  and  it  must  be  allowed,  that  in  both 
instances,  he  was  deemed  not  only  a  very  opportune  but  a  very 
able  champitHi  in  bdalf  of  that  fiiith,  which  pOTvades  the  whole 
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of  civilized  -Europe,  in  short,  Doctor  Watson's  well-timed 
and  celebrated  tract  against  Pain^  although  il  did  not,  like 
Horsley's  contest  with  Priestley,  lead  to  preferment,  yet,  for  a 
time,  turned  the  tide  of  loyalty  and  religion  in  his  &TOur,  and 
procured  him  admirers  among  a  class  of  writers,  who  had 
before  been  his  enemies.* 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1799,  his  Lordship  pub- 
lished an  "  A^ress  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain."  In  this 
politick  pamphlet,  he  prudently  waved  all  discussion  of  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  tiie  war,  in  respect  to  its  origin ;  bnt  took 
a  new  view  of  our  then  utuatioti,  after  six  years  conflict  with  an 
enemy,  which  becoming  stronger  daily,  during  the  contest,  now 
menaced  us  with  retaliation,  and  even  threatened  itiTasIon  it- 
ael£  Afisuming  the  proposition,  that  the  nation  was  reduced  to 
the  alternative  of  absolute  submission  on  one  hand,  or  a  vigo- 

*  Hie  lothoi  of  ibe  "  PuimtMof  LiLentoK,''  thui  eampliiiMnu  ihe  good  ffiibof^ 
both  in  pcoK  and  vtrw,  opoa  ihe  proent  occtiioQ  i  — 

•■  Yet  all  ihatl  tnif,  whan  bold  in  itttngth  iimt, 
PieUtic  rlnnc  guudi  the  Oirulan  ihiirw, 
PItu'd  from  (be  parnpof  icienct  to  daccnd. 
And  tnch  tbe  people  u  tbcirbdloii'd  fnendt 
In  ^ntle  wuninga  to  the  unieitted  broit. 
In  (II  it!  irend'rin{t  from  the  ralmi  of  reit. 
From  impioiu  Moffi  and  ribildf;  to  tnnii 
And  Bcmod'i  A^,  bj  reuon'i  light  diicun ;  - 
Kefii  iOiulied  Inith  vith  timper'd  lot, 
Atidfeel  thiljojohidi  WATiOHbotcan  Itel." 


■|-  "  Sec  the  impunast,  canr'uMing,  and  eloqnent  LeltentddreoBd  to  TliMnuP^ne, 
Mthor  of  the  *'  Age  of  Reuoa  ;*'  aecond  part,  bf  the  Right  Her.  Richard  Wuan, 
Bidiop  of  Llindaff,  itjled  "  An  Apologj  for  the  Bible." 

"  To  write  iiuh  a  book  u  diij,  U  to  do  a  leil  lerviee  to  iduilind'  A  chnp  edidoo  </ 
It  il  printed,  and  it  it  hoped  will  be  cjrcutaled  ibrougbont  the  kingdom. 

"  I  ^iDk  that  hii  ■  Defence  of  Revealed  Religion,'  in  two  ihon  Kmioni,  ii  of  gnat 
melit,  and  of  general  utility.  £iihap  Watton  ihould  often  write,  but  with  the  utmoM 
caution,  acnuradji,  and  conaideiation  ;  beciiue  hii  worki  will  ilwayi  be  read. 

'"  I  HOtild  alio  particularly  recommend  the  peniut  of  the  Siith  Leiiet  of  the  leria 
oFhltcn  which  the  Biahop  addreued  to  Mi,  Gibtion.  To  jonng  nen  of  fi^ioa  *Dd  of 
abilidea,  originally  good,  bni  dMcuitd  bj  libeiiin*  life  and  connnatUHi,  il  will  bt  fcca- 
liaify  leniccable;  aa  well  u  thoae,  who  are  led  astray  by  loiiM  modeu  pteteitdcd  dlacv. 
vtnf  in  M/urol  pAibnyty,  now  a  fnoniite  mode  of  iMnNhKiag  Mid  rnbrdog  ■ceptt- 
dim  Wd  infidelity,"— p.  330,  331,  333. 
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rous  prosecutJOQ  <^  the  ccmtest  on  the  other ;  he  declared  in 
&vor  of  the  latter.  His  Lordship  accordingly  maintained, 
that  great  sacrifices  and  great  ocertions  had  become  necessary ; 
and  he  conjured  his  countrymen  to  make  these  in  behalf  of  their 
liberty,  their  property,  and  all  that  is  dear  to  man. 

This  address  of  course  produced  a  multitude  of  relies.  Some 
-accused  him  of  dereliction  of  both  principles  and  character ; 
while  others  animadverted  on  the  laxity  of  his  opinions,  and 
the  prudent  conformity  now  evinced  Co  the  established  order  of 
things.  The  pamphlet  in  question,  however,  produced  a  great 
efiect  on  the  public  mind.  .  The  Government  too,  a£  if  imprete- 
ed  with  new  zeal,  in  consequence  of  this  timely  co-operation, 
immediately  unsheathed  the  flaming  sword  of  prosecution  against 
his  opponents,  two  of  whom  were  convicted  of  seditious  libels ; 
while  all  other  writers  were  appalled  fi-om  engaging  in  so  dan^ 
gerouB  a  controversy.  But  the  gratitude  of  Ministers  ended 
here  j  for  no  translaiion  ensued,  and  it  was  now  found,  that  the 
labourer  who  came  in  at  the  twelfth  hour,  was  not  to  be  re- 
warded like  him  who  appeared  at  the  ninth. 

But  notwithstanding  his  Lordship  bad  no  fewer  than  six 
children,  and  his  bishopric  was  always  accounted  a  poor  one, 
yet  bis  revenues  from  the  church  could  not  be  deemed  scanty^ 
nor  his  fortune  contemptible.  By  the  death  of  Mr.  Luther*, 
in  1786,  he  had  also  obtained  a  l^acy  of  20,000/.  Immedi- 
ately alter  this,  he  determined  to  make  an  acquisition  to  that 
amount  in  his  native  county.  He  accordingly  purchased 
Calgarth  Park,  in  Westmorland,  and  erected  a  houst^  deligfat- 
fiilly  situate,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  lakes.  Here  he 
considered  himself  as  a  country  gentleman,  and  dedicated  much 
of  his  time  lo  agricultural  pursuits.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Cnrwen,  M.  P.  for  Carlisle,  was  either  the  associate  of  his  la- 
bours, or  tile  occasional  companion  of  bis  retirement.     Under 

*  TIu*  gcnilcniui  wu  dm  tjniy  indebted  la  iht  Bi,hupfof  liie  ure  iiken  of  hit  edu- 
ntion  md  tnonli,  bnt  (1k>  for  hu  fiitndlj  and  ijiiriied  intenmilon  on  •  lingulu  oe- 
dtioii.  Mr.  1^  wu  addicHcl  u^pli,]!,  md  haring  fiUan  iaio  the  haudi  cf  ibulifn  in 
faace,  wu  utiullj'  KKued  fiom  tbeii  fugi  bj  Dr,  Vlixton,  who  reputed  id  tht  Con- 
tinciit  OD  pnrpow. 
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llis  auspices,  and  nt  his  own  expense,  the  neighbouring  moaiP 
buns,  up  to  their  very  Eummits,  Were  clothed  with  wood  of  iH 
descriptionsj  particularly  the  larch.  Of  this  favourite  trc^  he 
planted  many  millions,  and  obtained  on  that  account,  not  only 
the  applause  of  all  men  interested  in  the  improvements  of  tfadr 
native  country,  but  the  gold  medal  of  the  Sodety  of  Ax\a, 
Manufactures,  &c.  His  leisure  moments  were  also  occui»ed 
at  intervals,  with  literary  pursoitt,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been 
busily  anployed  for  many  years  past  in  writing  a  "  History 
of  his  own  Times." 

-  The  good  Bishop,  who  had  now  attained  almost  a  patri- 
archal ag^  b^^an,  of  late  years,  to  stoop,  and  exhibit  symptoina 
of  decay.  A  fit  or  two  of  apoplexy,  warned  both  himself  and 
femily  of  his  impending  &te ;  and  he  at  Wigth  uttered  his  last 
sigh  at  Calgarth  Park,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  amidst 
the  woods  he  had  planted,  and  the  hills  where  he  was  born,  oa 
July  5th,  1S16. 

thus  died  RicUrd  WatsoD,  Bishop  of  Llanda^  in  the  ?9tb 
year  of  his  age.  As  a  divine,  he  must  be  allowed  to  have  been 
orthodox ;  for  although  a  friend  to  reform,  he  broadied  no 
new  tenets,  but  Was  A  vigorous,  able^  add  zealous  supporter  of 
the  established  church.  In  his  person,  he  was  tall,  stout,  mos' 
cular,  and  dignified.  As  a  bishop,  he  was  always  the  patron 
of  unfriended  merit,  and  added  dignity  to  the  bench,  by  his 
learning,  bis  intelligence,  his  ability,  and  his  jndepeadence. 
As  an  orator,  his  action  was  graceful,  his  voice  harmonious^ 
and  his  delivery  both  chaste  and  correct.  As  a  writer,  he  dis-> 
played  a  great  knowledge  of  composition ;  iiis  style  was  nea^ 
and  even  el^^t,  while  his  diction  was  pure  and  argumebta- 
tiVe.  But  it  is  as  a  controversial  writer  that  he  is  entitled  to 
great,  deserved,  and  undiminished  praise.  In  all  his  contests, 
be  made  use  of  the  language  befitting  a  scholar  and  a  gentle- 
man ;  and  he  both  detested,  and  scorned  to  imit^e,  the  vitu- 
perative attacks  of  those  who,  by  recurring  to  acxecnStj  and 
personality,  forget  the  first  du^  of  a  Christian  divine. 
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List  of  the  Works  of  the  kte  Dr.  Watson,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Llandaff. 

1.  Ricardi  Watson,  A.  M.  Coll  S.  S.  Trin.  Soc  et  Che- 
tois  Profess,  in  Acad.  CanUb.  Inst.  Chemic.  ia  Pnelect  Acad. 
Ikp.  Pars  Metallurgica,  8vo.  1766. 

2.  An  Essay  on  the  Subjects  of  Chemist^,  and  their  Gene- 
ral Divisions,  8vo.  1771. 

3.  An  Apolt^  for  Christianity,  in  a  Series  of  Letters  to 
Edward  C^bbon,  Esq.  the  Historian,  ISmo.  1776.  3  editions. 

4.  Chemical  Essa)^  2  vols.  13mo.  1781.;  since  published 
in  5  vols.  ISmo. 

&.  A  Letter  to  Archbishop  Comwallis,  on  the  Equalization 
of  the  Revenues  of  the  Church  of  England,  4to.  I7S3. 

6.  Visitati<m  Articles  for  the  Diocese  of  Llandaff,  4to 
1784. 

f.  Collection  of  Theological  Tracts,  selected  from  varions 
Authors,  for  the  use  of  such  of  the  younger  Students  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge  as  are  intended  for  Holy  Orders. 
N;B.   Hia  Lordship,  on  this  occasion,  acted  merely  as 
Editor. 

8.  Sermons  Qn  Public  OccasicHts,  and  Tracts  on  Religious 
Subjects,  8vo.  1788. 

9.  Considerations  on  the  Expediency  of  revising  the  Litur- 
gy, and  Articles  of  the  Churt^  of  England,  8vo.  1790. 
.dtton. 

10.  An  Apology  for  the  Kbl^  in  a  Series  of  Letters  ad- 
dressed to  Thomas  Paine,  1 2mo.  1 796.     Many  ed, 

11.  An  Address  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  S\o. 
1798. 

13.  Substance  of  a  Speech  intended  to  have  been  spoken  in 
the  House  of  I^ords,  8to.  1803. 

13.  Thoughts  on  the  intended  Inva^on,  8to.  1803. 

14.  Miscellaneous  Tracts  on  Religious,  Political,  and  Agri- 
cultural Subjects,  2  vols.  8vo.  1815. 
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Also  a  variety  of  papers  iii  the  Fhilofiopliical  Transaction^ 
aad  in  tbe  Transactions  of  the  Manchester  literary  and  Ffai- 
los(q>hical  Society. 

Charges  and  Single  Sermons. 

15.  An  AEsize  Sermon  preached  at  Cambridge,  Ito.  1 765. 

16.  A  Sermon  preached  at  do.  on  the  S9th  of  May,  1 776. 
4to. 

17-  A  Sermon  preached  at  do.  on  ^  Anniversary  of  Hi» 
M^esty'*  Accesuon,  4to.  1776. 

IS.  A  Sermon  preached  at  do.  on  the  Fast  Day,  Ito. 
1780. 

19.  A  DiEcourse  dehvered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Ardide»- 
C01U7  of  Ely,  4to.  1780. 

SO.  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Lords,  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  on  the  30th  January,  4to.  178*. 

21.  Visitation  Articles  for  the  Diocese  of  Llandaf^  4to. 
178-1. 

22.  The  Wisdom  and  Goodness  of  God  in  having  made 
both  Rich  and  Poor;  a  Sermon,  4to.  1785.  2  editions. 

29.  Address  to  yomig  Persons  after  Confirmation,  12mo. 
1789. 

24.  Charge  dehvered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  Llan- 
daff,  in  1791.  4to.  1792. 

25.  A  Sermon  preached  in  1 785,  for  the  Westminster  Dis- 
pensary, with  an  Appendix,  4to.  1 792. 

26.  A  Charge  dehvered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  o( 
Uaiida^  4to.  1795. 

27  &  28.  Two  Sermons  preached  in  the  Cathedral  of  Llon- 
daf^  4to.  1 795. 

29.  A  Sermon  preached  in  the  Ch^tel  of  the  London  Hos- 
pital, 4to.  1802. 

30.  A  Charge  dehvered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of 
Llandaff,  4to.  1802. 

31.  A  Sermon  preached  in  the  Qmrch  of  St.  George  H»- 
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nover  Square,  before  the  Sode^  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice, 
8to.  1804. 

32.  A  Charge  delivered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of 
Llandaff,  in  June  1805.  4to. 

3S,  34,  &  35.  Two  Sermons,  and  a  Charge,  in  Defence  of 
Revealed  Religion,  Svo.  1806. 

36  &  37.  Two  Simons,  constituting  a  second  Defence  of 
,  Revealed  Religion,  preached  at  the  Chapel  Royal,  8to.  1 807. 

38.  A  Charge  delivered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Dioceie  of 
LUndaff,  Svo.  180S. 
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NEGLECTED  BIOGRAPHY; 


BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES  AND  ANECDOTES  OF  SEVERAL  DISTIN- 
GUISHED ENGLISHMEN  AND  FOREIGNERS. 


No.  I. 

MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  OT 

SIR  WILLIAM  JONES,  M.  A.* 


X  HE  sulject  of  this  memoir  is  entitled  to  no  common  share 
of  attention.  His  name  is  intimately  connected,  and  that  too 
in  a  variety  of  different  ways,  Vith  what  chiefly  concerns  man- 
kind—  with  law,  morals,  poetry,  languages,  literature^  and 
the  sciences.  He  was  eminently  disUnguiahed  as  a  scholar, 
a  philologist,  ajudge,  and  a  patriot :  and  tbe  minutest  &cts  re- 
lative to  his  history  are  accordingly  precious. 

*  It  au;  doubllau  ippnr  lingulM  (o  aome,  thu  ihii  memoir  ihonld  be  iiueiicd  under 
the  bod  oT"  Neglected  Biognplij,"  wb»  t  lift  of  Sir  Williun  lonet,  by  Lord  Teign- 
moulh,  bu  alteidy  puird  tlimugb  one  quiiiD,  ind  tb  ociiva  edhioni.  But,  whocHr  a 
■cqutinted  with  ihe  lubject  inuit  illow,  ihit  ilibough  the  pulitkil  principin  nf  the  lite 
bmentcd  Judge  cunalituted  one  uf  the  principel  futum  of  hii  dunctei ;  j«l,  ihej  ue 
odIj  >Uglul]r  meutioiied  in  tome  iiuUncM,  whil*  in  oUun,  tlwj  vt  utW  whot^  o«ilt«d. 
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Id  his  early  youth  it  will  be  seen  to  what  extent  be  was  bene- 
fited by  maternal  tenderness  and  discretion ;-  how  much  praiB^ 
during  his  progress,  is  due  to  the  generous  encouragement  c^ 
one  of  Mb  teachers :  what  friendship  achieved  for  him  in -his  riper 
yesiB ;  and  how  greatly,  above  all,  be  stands  indebted  to  him- 
s^fbr  a  name  and  reputation,  second  perhaps  to  none  in  the 
H^le  circle  of  modem  British  bit^aphy. 

Sir  William  Jones  was  bom  in  London  in  the  year  1748; 
and  was  desc^ided  by  both  his  parents  &om  Welch  ancestors. 
It  would  appear  from  a  iifdd  calan  lonawr  a  calennig,  or  copy 
of  a  pedigree  preBented~to  one  of  them,  that  Lewis  Morris,  a 
learned  Cambrian  genealogist,  who  has  taken  care  to  engraft 
himself  on  tlie  same  stock,  traces  his  lineage  by  the  female  side^ 


or  nippmiHi,  u  if  hii  noble  Bii^nphei  had  bien  uhamtJ  of  opinioni  i1i4t  ulUcdio 
rnile  wiihihe  timf*  in  nrhich  he  himielE  irroie. 

Some  original  uid  imporuac  lelien  an  h«re  imeiled ;  while.  KMsiion  bai  beeB  ptid 
lacontempoianmui  Bli^T^hyt  and  aome  lingular  omlBioiu  in  ihe  printed  comipan- 
dcnce  of  ihc  nlbject  of  thii  memoir  (upplied. 

ft  will  be  Men  from  ike  folkniing  eilract,  that  >  celebrated  Divine,  no  Icn  eoMpl- 
eaaui  frahiiltuniBglhanhidibtnloiaiiioiii,  nu  clearljr  of  n]niuaii,  that  juatlce b«d 
nolbeen  doiMlo  hii  memorj. 

The  lue  Dr.  Pale;  animidTmed  with  lomeitierUy  on  the  reijiiiiuiitEictoiTuanint 
'Of  Sit  William  Jonn'tpoliliol  conduct  and  Mntuneiita,  which  ii  given  b;  bia  Biogn|dier, 
Lord  TeigDmonih : — "  Ho  mil  a  greal  Republican  wbcn  I  Lnew  him,"  ntilDr.  P.,  al- 
luding to  1  period  when  the  accompliihed  Banialer  wii  Jiiiinguiiliitig  himiell  bj  hii 
wriiinga  in  defence  of  civil  libcny,  aod  bj  his  cxcrtiODs  to  procure  aomc  important  n* 
fomii  in  liie  Briiiih  ConiiiioIioD.  "  The  principles  which  he  ificn  avowed  sodecldedlj,  he 
cenaiul  J  never  afterwardi  disclaimed  ;  and  hii  leutimention  qucationa  of  great  public  Im- 
portance, onghl  neiilier  lo  be  exieTiuateJ  nor  withheld .•  He  might  be  juiily  deemed  a 
lUpublirsn,  in  the  lileral  acceptation  of  ihe  term ;  for  tinlDflueaced  bj  any  aelEih  iiio> 
tivet,  be  leems  through  life  lo  hare  devoted  hie  labouri  to  advance  the  cMeutiai  iritereati 
of  the  rommoniij.  Soch  men  are  the  beneftctort  of  their  ipecioi;  aiid  ilie  appirintment 
of  Sir  William  Jooei  to  a  high  judicia)  situation  in  India,  wu  probabl^'the  grcaceil  bleM- 
iOB  ever  conferred  hs  the  BiiTuh  government,  on  the  inhabilants  of  the'Eajt/* 

[It  ii  propec  here  to  obierve,  however,  thai  the  utmost  atletnjited  on  the  pment  oe- 
caiioB,  !■  to  convcjri  true  and  faithful  idea  of  the  laboura  and  opinions  of  the  lata  Sir 
William  Jonei.  Theie  are  left  to  their  own  tite  ;  ai  there  i>  no  maimer  of  inl^lloa 
cither  to  approve  oc  blame  the  political  Incubrationi  of  ihi>  great  luminatj  ;  fai  lest  to 
.  identifj  them  with  the  tianuctlons  sf  the  pieuat  day.  It  loaj  be  neceisary  also  to  re- 
mack,  that  tfaii  article  wai  composed  mo  yeara  lince,  and  hai  been  fur  •  cootidnabla 
time  in  poueuiati  of  the  Editok.] 


■  MeooiiEof  WilliuaPaley,  D.P.  p.331— 1. 
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from  the  Princes  of  Nordi  Wales.  His  father,  Mr.  'William 
Jones,  was  a  natiTe  of  An^eses ;  who  having  addicted  hims^ 
to  mathematical  stadies,  repaired  to  London,  where  he  remun- 
ed  for  some  time  in  the  capacity  of  a  teacher.  We  next  find 
him  acting  as  a  schoolmaster  on  board  of  a  man  of  war.  Like 
his  son  also,  he  distinguished  himsdf  at  an  eariy  period  of  lift^ 
having  published  a  treatise  on  the  art  of  "  NavigatiMi,"  in  his 
twenty-second  year.  After  the  capture  of  Vigo,  he  returned 
to  London,  and  while  master  <^  an  academy,  we  learn  that  he 
cultivated  an  acquaintance  with,  and  was  patronized  by  Lord 
Hardwicke,  Lord  Macclesfidd,  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  and  many 
other  distinguished  characters;  a  circumstance  that  at  once 
augurs  worth  and  talents  on  his  part 

As  William  was  but  three  years  of  age,  when  his  &ther  died 
of  a  polypus  in  the  heart,  the  care  of  him  entirely  devolved 
upon  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nix.  This  most  ex- 
cellent' woman,  bcdng  gifted  with  a  good  understanding,  and 
unincumbered  with  the  cares  incident  to  a  large  family,  had  be* 
come  acquainted  with  algebra,  trigonometry,  and  the  theory  of 
navigation,  by  means  of  the  books  and  lessons  of  her  husband; 
so  that  she  now,  in  her  turn,  was  enabled  to  become  the  teacher 
of  her  only  son. 

Rejecting  that  severi^  of  discipline  which  ctmunenced  in 
tnodern  times,  during  the  monkish  periods  of  ignorance  and 
superstition,  and  is  continued  to  this  moment  partly  from  cus- 
tom, and  partiy  from  indolence,  Mrs.  Jones  determined  to  fix 
the  attention  and  excite  the  industry  of  her  scholar  by  &r  dif- 
ferent and  far  better  methods.  She  accordingly  piqued  his  cu- 
riraity,  and  by  this  simple  mode,  contrived  to  render  the  b<^ 
inde&tigable.  Having  once  acquired  a  habit,  his  various  ex- 
ercises were  ever  after  both  easy  and  pleasant. 

At  the  commencement  of  his  eighth  year,  he  was  carried  to 
Harrow  School,  over  which  Doctor  Thackery"  then  presided, 

■  TbonuuTluckcij'.D.D.  wucdueaudil  King') College, Ciinhiidge.  He  ni  if- 
ta-wudiinu)HUntatEton,>ndbeau]eacandid*tefortbePnn'aauh1p,bui  Ikikd.  In 
Mi;,  1746,  Le  flNceeded  Mr.  Coi>,  id  ihe  Muienliip  of  Hmow  School,  eiid  died  is 
17e«. 


Dcillizedoy  Google 


SIR  WILLIAM  JONES.  447 

and  although  this  ckcumstance  is  not  iuentio»ed  by  his  noble 
Biographer*,  yet  there  ia  a  traditional  report  that  \m  worthy 
mother,  together  widi  his  sister,  not  only  accompanied,  but  re^ 
■  sided  with  him  while  there. 

He  had  already  acquired  high  reputation  among  his  school- 
fellows, of  whom  young  Parr|  was  head-boy,  when  Dr.Sumnert 
became  Head  Master.  That  worthy  and  learned  man  was  at  no 
loss  to  discover  the  high  and  various  attainments  of  this  Gtvou- 
rite  youth,  who  had  by  that  time,  in  addition  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  learned  languages,  addicted  himself  to  French  and 
Italian. 

The  fame  of  William  Jones  is  jusdy  dear  to  Harrow,  and 
there  are  at  this  day  some  memorials  preserved  in  remembrance 
of  so  celebrated  a  scholar.  There  is  a  print  of  hhn  in  the  Li- 
brary, where  a  good  picture  ought  assuredly  to  be  placed.  A 
rumour  having  lately  prevailed,  that  his  name,  cut  with  his  own 
haod  on  a  pannel,  was  still  extant,  Dr.  Butler,  the  present 
worthy  Arckididascidus,  offered  a  prize  book  to  any  boy  who 
should  discover  it.  This  was  at  length  effected  by  a  youth  of 
the  name  of  Piatt,  aifer  having  long  eluded  the  search  of  others, 
from  the  modesty  of  the  form,  and  size  of  the  letters.  .  It  i&  now 
protected  by  a  square,  which  like  the  name,  is  coloured  black, 
for  the  puipose  of  designation. 

The  place  where  the  peto'-tree  once  stood,  whence  he  f^  to 
the  ground,  is  still  pointed  out  in  Mrs.  Brown's  orcWd ;  and 
the  boys  to  this  day  hold  that  master  in  abhorrence  who  placed 
him  in  the  shell  with  his  qubndun  Companions  of  the  fourth 

*  ^id  Teigomouih. 

-f  Dr.  Pan  nttincd  thia  bonoui  at  the  age  af  Ibunren. 

i  Dr.  Roberl  Sumner,  educated  at,  and  afienrar j>  Fellow  ot  Ktng'a  College,  Cam- 
i]r1<tge,bai  been  tomioem'Jiated  bj  one  of  his  pupik  aacminenlly  worlbf  of  being  rtiDcm- 
beced  ■■  for  his  talerU,  integrity,  amiable  manneij,  adrairable  dispiisiiion,  and  (iqtiiiile 
learning;"  while  another  hu  inscribed  ajuit  tribute  of  praiaeon  hii  mouumeni  at  Har- 
nw.     HediedinlT71,»t  theaseofforij-oiie. 

It  waa  10  tilt  fbilering  kindceu,  judicious  cncuuragement,  and  earlj  protection  of  thia 
gentleman,  that  Sir  William  Jones  was  in  part  iiulebteit  for  hia  various  attain  menu,  and 
nDiinlled  celebrity.  Parr,  Joiicj,  and  SheiiJau,  were  all  three,  luj  at  one  time,  hi* 
pupil.. 
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fbnn ;  and  ponifihed  him  while  there  for  shipidity,  becaase  he 
had  not  k^t  pace  with  them  ttiiile  oonfined  to  a  dck  bed,  from 
and  after  their  remaoe.  His  military  genius  too^  is  still  kncnni 
to  tradition ;  dot  is  it  foi^otten,  that  he  had  a  particalar  taste 
both  for  fbrtificatioa  and  horticulture  two  passions  which  do 
not  very  readily  assimilate  I 

While  at  this  seminary,  he  formed  an  intimacy  with  his 
school-fellow,  the  late  Sir  John  Parnell,  Baronet*,  who  was  re- 
lated to  a  cc^rated  poet  of  the  same  name.  In  1 760,  he  de^ 
dicated  an  imitation  of  Ode  xiv.  lib.  it  of  Horace^  to  thjs 
young  gentleman ;  the  first  stanza  of  which,  perhaps,  excds  th« 
original;  — 

"  How  quickly  fades  the  vital  flow'r! 
Alas,  my  friend !  each  sUent  hour 

Steals  unperceived  away : 
The  early  joys  of  blooming  youth, 
Sweet  innocence,  and  dove-eyed  trutb. 

Are  destin'd  to  decay.'' 

Nor  were  the  praises  of  honest  Lyon,  the  founder  of  Harrow 
School,  forgotten.  He  was  celebrated  in  Greek,  a  language  to- 
tally unknown  to  that  worthy,  but  unlearned  man ! 

Atthe  age  of  seventeen,  Mr.  Joneswas  matriculated  at  Univer- 
sity College,  Oxford,  whither  his  mother  also  repured  in  1764, 
with  her  dau^ter.  HersonWilliamhad  been  originally  int^ided 
for  the  navy;  thoughts  were  next  entertained  of  placing  him  in 
the  officeof  aspecial  pleader;  and  this  new  destination,  ultimately 


■  Sir  John  Pirncll,  tftcr  Iciving  Htrmw,  npilred  lo  Inlidd,  and  nt  Cor  miBj'  yean 
In  the  Farilwnei.t  oF  h'n  Miivc  couDtrf.  During  the  Eirl  of  Northingioo'i  tdminisin-' 
lion,  bt  nu  ippoinKd  one  ofihc  Commluionenof  Cutionii  and  EicIh.  In  17S6,  he 
■ncctreded  the  lUght  Honounble  John  Foiler,  u  Chancellm  oFthe  Exehequci ;  and  Min- 
(inued  to  fill  thu  important  office  wiih  ^e*i  letpertibUit;,  until  diamturd  bj  Oie  Mat- 
qiili  ConMillla  For  hii  iliilntemted  opimltion  to  ^  Ic^Utire  union  wlih  Great  Britain, 

I;  1796,  a  grntleman  oFihe  nuneoFHi^i  bequeathed  himoneof  ihe  moat  beaatiliil 
eitalee  in  Ireland,  called  Aron  Dale,  in  ihe  couni;  of  Wicklowi  and  a  little  belurt  hit 
dmh  be  b  uid  to  haie  pnieuted  a  book  (o  Ladj  Jonea,  caodhiiiiE  tnaiij  ipcciment  pf 
ibc  poeu;  of  ber  belored  biubaud,  wbUe  hit  icbuol-ieUDw, 
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fixed  him  for  tlte  bar.  After  a  residence  of  a  few  months, 
be  was  unanimously  elected  a  scholar,  on  the  Benet  founda- 
tion ;  and  Eoon  began  to  display  a  taste  for  Oriental  literature, 
without,  however,  neglecting  bis  other  avocations.  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  also,  were- the  amusement  of  his  leisih'e  hours. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen,  Mr.  Jones  became  the  tutor  of  Lord 
Althorpe,  now  Earl  Spencer,  then  in  his  seventh  year ;  and  ao 
cordingly,  in  1767i  we  find  him  residing  at  Wimbledon  Park. 
About  the  same  time  he  also  obtained  a  Fellowship,  worth 
about  100^.  per  annum;  but  he  declined  the  office  of  Inter- 
preter  for  Eastern  Languages,  when  offered  by  the  Duke  of 
Grafton,  then  Prime  Minister,  doubtless,  out  of  compliment  to 
the  Spencer  fiunily;  fondly  but  ineffectually  supposing,  that  hit 
own  recommendation  would  ensure  it  to  Mirza,  a  worthy  Sy- 
rian, who  had  been  hi  7  instructor ! 

During  the  residence  of  the  nobleman  with  whom  he  was 
now  connected  in  tow^  the  subject  of  this  memoir  did  not  dis- 
dain to  take  instructions  from  Sir  John  Galini,  in  the  art  of  dan- 
dng ;  he  also  learned  the  use  of  the  broad  sword  irom  a  Chelsea 
pensioner,  and  was  taught  riding  and  fencing  by  the  late  Mr. 
Angeto.  The  utility  of  these  maidy  exercises  ia  fully  recognised 
by  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  who  recommended  that  Ihey 
should  be  cultivated  at  both  our  universitieii. 

In  the  course  of  the  succeeding  summer,  he  accompanied 
Lord  Spencer  for  a  few  months  to  Spa ;  and  on  his  return,  by 
acddentally  perusing  the  celebrated  treatise  of  Sir  John  For- 
tescue,  "  De  Laudibus  L^um  Anglias,"  he  began  to  conceive  a 
high  opinion  of  the  municipal  institutions  of  the  country  which 
gave  him  birth.  It  ia  true,  that  a  Vinerian  Profeisorship  for 
the  Common  Law  had  been  established  for  some  time  at  Ox- 
ford ;  and  that  in  1 758,  Doctor  Blackstone  commenced  his  cel^ 
brated  lectures ;  and  that  the  first  volume  of  his  Commentaries 
appeared  in  1764.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  Mr.  Jones  had 
hitherto  directed  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  Civil  Law, 
which  in  point  of  arrang^nent,  method,  and  distribution, 
mu»tbefranklyallowed,anteriortothedaysofL«rd  Haleani 
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Sir  WiUiam  Bkckston^  to  liave  been  superior  to  our  syston  of 
manicipal  juriGpnidaice ;  while  in  essesice,  it  wa^  is^tind  ever  will 
be,  in  -erery  possiUe  way,  inferior.  This  indeed  is  fully  proved 
by  the  consideration,  that  our  own  native  jurisprudence  consti- 
tutes the  nUe  of  conduct  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  sole  country 
in  Europe,  "  in  which  civil  hberty  is  the  very  end  and  scope 
of  the  Constitution."  *  "  We  must  not,"  says  ^  celelwated 
Judge  f,  "  carry  our  veneration  so  &r  as  to  sacrifice  our  Al&ed 
and  Edward  to  the  manes  of  Tbeodosius  and  Justinian :  we 
must  not  prefer  the  edict  of  the  Prsetor,  or  the  rescript  ^the 
Roman  Emperor,  to  our  own  immoanorial  cnstoms,  or  the 
Sanction  of  an  English  Parliament ;  unless  we  can  ^o  pre&r 
the  despotic  monarchy  of  Rome  and  Byzantium,  for  vf^Mwe 
meridians  the  former  were  calculated,  to  fhe  &ee  ConatitutioQ 
of  Britain,  which  the  latter  was  adapted  to  perpetuate."  From 
this  period  Mr.  Jones  was  ftilly  conscious  of  the  proud  pre- 
axasxeace  of  our  dvil  instiCutioAs ;  and,  in  proportion  as  he  was 
disgusted  with  the  modem  innorations  supposed  to  proceed  from 
patronage,  influraice,  and  corruption,  he  became  a  zealous  ad- 
vocate fer  the  purity  of  election,  the  independence  of  Pariia- 
ment,  and  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  original  principles  (or 
the  pi^pose  of  renovation. 

He  had  also  taken  a  critical  survey  of  Englishliistory,  and  had 
prepared  his  mind  dedsivelytopronounc^  relative  to  those  trans- 
actions that  gave  birth  to  the  civil  war  in  the  middle  of  thie  sevoi- 
teenth  century.  On  this  occasion  he,  as  may  readily  be  exlpect- 
ed,  took  part  with  Hampden,  Sidney,  and  the  great  men  who 
formed  the  Long  Parliament ;  and  being  infiamed  with  yoDth- 
Ibl  ardour,  carried  his  patriotic  zeal  so  far,  as  to  compose  an 
Odb,  of  which  the  two  following  tines  will  convey  some  idea :  — 

"  With  civic  wreaths  of  choicest  oak  bedeck 
The  axe,  that  struck  at  tyrant  Charles's  neck  ]" 

Such,  ty  this  time,  was  Mr.  Jones's  celebrity  as  an  adept  m 
iJie  Oriental  languages,  tttathewaBa}^ditdtoonthepartofQo> 
:ip.deL.  l.ii.  c.9i.  tSrWtIliamBlarbi.CDin,nil.i.p.a. 
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vtsmment,  to  gratify  the  King  of  Denmark,  bo  fer  as  to  trftM- 
late  a  manuscript  life  of  Nadir  Shah  into  the  French  language. 
The  only  reward  he  obtained  for  hia  labours  on  this  occasion, 
was  the  empty  compliment  of  being  nominated  F.  R.  S.  of  Co- 
penhagen ;  and  presented  with  a  barren  and  unproductive  re- 
Gonuncndatitm  to  his  own  Sovereign. 

In  1769,  he  accompanied  Lord  Althorpe  to  Harrow;  and 
about  thbtime  he  spears  to  have  demonstrated  to  his  own  sa- 
tis&cti<Mi,  the-  completion  of  the  prophecies  respecting  our 
Saviour,  in  four  distinct  propositions;  with  objections,  answere, 
and  corollaries,  after  the  manner  of  a  mathematician,'  yet,  un- 
like mathematicians  in  general,  he  frankly  allows  that  there  are 
*'  difficulties,"  which  he  does  not  know  how  to  solve.* 

Towards  the  end  of  1^69,  he  again  accompanied  part  of  the 
Spencer  femily  to  the  Continent,  and  resided  for  some  time  at 
Nice.  Yet  he  was  sban  tired,  even  with  objects  "  rarely,  if 
ever  seen  in  his  native  country ;  —  olives,  myrtles,  pomegranates, 
palms,  vineyards,  aromatic  plants,  and  a  surprising  variety  of 
the  sweetest  flowers,  blooming  in  the  midst  of  winter.  But  Hie 
atSractic»i  of  novelty  has  ceased,"  adds  be:  "  I  am  now  sa- 
tiated, and  b^i;ui  to'  feel  somewhat  of  disgust.  Tfae  windows 
of  oar  ion  are  scarcely  thirty  paces  from  the  sea,  and  as  Ovid  .. 
beaut^Uy  ssys  — 

"  Tired,  on  tie  uniform  expanse  I  gaze." 

"  I  have,  therefore,  no  other  resource  than,  with  Cicero, 
to  count  the  waves ;  or,  with  Archimedes  and  Archytas,  to 
measure  the  sands.  I  cannot  describe  to  you  {Mr.  N.  B.  Hal- 
hed,}  how  weary  I  am  of  this  place,  normy  anxiety  to  be  again 
at  Oxford,  where  I  might  jest  with  you,  or  philosophize  with 
Poore." 

In  June  1770,  we  find  him  in  Paris;  and,  in  July,  at  Spa. 
On  his  return  to  England,  some  time  ■after,  we  hear  of  Mr, 
Jones  being  employed  in  writing  a  tragedy,  entitled,  "  Soli- 
man  ;"  and  on  the  1 9th  of  September  of  the  same  year,  we 

•  Loi<ITcignmDaih'>Uie,«d.ofl807,i7.9,aBdS3. 
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discover  that  he  was  admitted  a  student  of  the  Inner-TeiOpl^ 
having  previously  resigned  his  employment  in  the  tamily  of 
Earl  Spencer.  But,  on  this  occasion,  he  did  not  immediately 
imitate  Sir  William  Blackstone,  ^ho,  from  the  moment  he 
became  a  member  of  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court,  abandoned  Foetiy 
In  a  formal  address,  entitled,  "  The  Lawyer's  Farewell  to  hit 
Muse."  On  the  coBtrary,  he  wrote  verses  as  usual;  and  in 
1774',  pubhshed  his  Commentaries  on  Asiatic  Poetry;  in 
which,  however,  he  seems  to  indicate  an  intention  to  "  re-  ' 
noimce  the  pursuits  of  polite  literature,"  on  entering  upon  a 
caxeer  which  will  supply  ampler  and  better  opportunities  of 
reliering  the  oppressed;  of  assisting  the  miserable;  and  of 
checking  the  despotic  and  tyi'annical.  He  also,  now,  for  the 
first  time,  expressed  a  determioatioQ  in  verse  to  renounce  ver- 
sification ;  and  on  his  being  called  to  the  Bar,  in  1774,  he  soon 
discovered  that  the  law  ^as  a  jealous  science,  which  would 
admit  of  no  partnership  with  the  Muses  \ 

lu  this  determination,  <Mir  author  invariably  persevered  Sot 
s  considerable  period. 

Is  1773,  an  idea  seems  to  have  been  formed  by  his  friend% 
of  obtaining  tbe  Turkish  embassy  for  him ;  but  he  r^ected  the 
scheme,  adding, "  I  will  live  in  my  own  country,  which  cannot 
efl»ly  spare  good  subjects."  What  a  pity,  that  he  did  not 
'tmalterably  persevere  in  so  just  and  so  generous  a  resolution ! 

It  was  not  until  1 775,  that  our  young  lawyer  appears  to  have 
addicted  himself  to  the  practical  part  of  his  profession.  In  the 
early  part  of  that  year  he  repaired  to  Oxford,  for  the  purpose 
rf attending  the  spring  circuit  and  sessions;  and  in  1776,  he 
went  down  to  Westminster  Hall,  daily,  during  the  respective 
terras,  and  regularly  arrayed  in  his  gown  and  wig,  occupied 
the  place  of  an  utter  barrister  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
where  Lord  Mansfield,  at  that  period,  presided,  with  no  smaU 
share  of  dignity. 

Id  1776,  he  was  nominated  by  Lord  Chancellor  Bathurst 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Bankrupts ;  an  oflSce,  at  that  pe- 
nod,  of  but  little  emolument,  and,  consequently,  was  fir&- 
qaently  called  by  his  professioiial  duties  to  GuildbaU.    Not- 

Dciiiizedw  Google 


Sm  WILLIAM  JOKES^  453 

%i^taiKluig  all  these  avocations,  accompanied  as  they  were 
with  a  little  cbamber  practice,  at  his  apartments  in  Lamb's 
Buildings,  he  actually  found  time  to  translate  Iskus. 

Nor  were  studies  of  another  kind  wanting  to  occupy  his 
leisure  hours.  In  a  letter  to  Lord  Althorpe,  dated  Novem- 
ber IS,  1776,  he  describes  a  variety  of  curious  and  interesting 
experiments,  made  on  the  Ot/mnotus,  or  electrical  eel,  by  means 
of  a  curious  apparatus  made  for  that  purpose.  '*  These  are 
pleasant  amasements,"  adds  he,  "  and'  objects  of  a  jUst  curi- 
CKty,  when  they. fall  occasionally  in  our  way;  but  such  eitpe- 
riments  might  have  been  exhibited  at  Paris,  Madrid,  or  Pe- 
tersburgh,  where  the  philosophers,  who  are  discovering  neve  senses 
in  other  animals,  are  not  permitted  to  use  their  awn  Jreeh/  ,■  and 
believe  me,  my  dear  I^ord,  it  is  not  by  electrical  experiments, 
nor  by  triangular  instruments,  nor  by  conductors  of  wire,  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  avert  the  black  storm  which  hangs  over  us. 
Let  you  and  me,  therefore,  foe  philosophers  now  and  then, 
but  citizens  always ;  let  us  some  times  dbserve  with  eagerness 
the  sateUites  of  Jupiter,  but  let  us  incessantly  watch,  with  jea- 
lousy, the  satellites  of  the  King. 

"  Do  you  hear  any  certidn  intelligence  concerning  Ame- 
rica? Mr.  Owen  Cambridge  has  just  informed  me,  that  a 
New  York  Gazette  is  brought  over,  in  which  the  late  uncer- 
tain accounts  are  confirmed  in  their  fiill  extent,  with  this  in>- 
portant  addition,  that  three  counties  of  Maryland  have  offered, 
not  only  submission,  but  assistance,  to  General  Howe.  lluB 
may,  or  may  not,  be  true. Farewell !" 

In  another  epistle,  dated  November  II,  he  praises  the  pre- 
sent Lord  Spencer  for  entertaining  "  that  ingenuous  distrust 
which  Epicharmus  calls  a  sinew  of  wisdom."  He  also  compli- 
mmts  him  on  his  desire  to  restore  the  constitution  to  its  pri- 
mitive lustre.  '*  The  very  idea  -fixes  me  with  rapture.  No, 
my  dear  Lord,  never  believe  that  any  thing  is  impossible  to 
virtue ;  no,  if  ten  such  as  you,  conceive  such  sentiments  as 
your-ietter  contains,  and  express  them  en  forcibly ;  if  you  re- 
tain these  sentiments,  as  you  certainly  will,  when  you  take  your 
place  in  parliament,  I  will  not  despair  of  se^ng  the  most  glo> 
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rioos  of  sights,  a  nation  Jreely  governed  by  its  ornn  knes.  This 
I  promise  Uiat,  if  such  a  deceravirate  Ghoold  ever  tttempt  to 
restore  our  constitutional  liberty  by  constitutional  mean^  I 
would  exert  in  this  cauBe  such  talents  as  I  have ;  and,  even  if 
I  were  oppressed  with  sickness,  and  torn  with  pmn,  would 
start  from  my  couch,  and  exclaim  with  Trebonius,  '  If  you 
mean  to  act  worthily,  O  Romans  !  I  am  welL' " 

Alluding  to  the  recent  debates  in  Parliament  about  the  Ame- 
rican war,  now  becconc  an  important  subject  both  with  him 
and  the  nation,  he  adds,  — "  Lord  Chatham  spoke  with  a 
noble  vigour  for  a  veteran  orator ;  and  your  Bishop*  pr^Moon- 
ced  an  el^pnt  harangue.  I  wish  Lord  Granby  had  mwe 
courage  as  a  public  ^speaker ;  all  men  speak  highly  of  him ; 
bat  he  will  never  be  eloquent  till  he  is  kss  modest. 

"  Charles  Fox  poured-  out,  with  amazing  rapidity,  a  contH 
nued  invective  against  Lord  G.  Germainef ,'  and  But^e  was  so 
pathetic,  that  many  declare  they  saw  hbn  shed  teai^  The 
ministers  in  both  houses  were  sullen  and  reserved ;  bnt  Lord 
Sandwich  boldly  contradicted  the  Duke  of  Richmond  on  the 
state  of  the  navy.  I  grieve  that  our  soiate  is  dwindled  into  a 
school  of  rhetoric,  where  men  rise  to  display  their  abilities 
rather  than  to  ddiberate ;  and  wish  to  be  admired,  without 
hoping  to  convince.  Adieu,  my  dear  Lord !  I  steal  these 
few  mwnents  from  a  dry  l^al  investigation ;  but  I  could  not 
defer  the  pleasure  of  answering  a  letter  which  gave  me  inex- 
pressible delight." 

We  now  find  hiiv  constantly  employed  in  his  professional 
stH^es;  ibr,  in  a  written  communication  to  a  learned  friend, 
dated  July  1777,  he  expresses  hims^  as  follows: — "  My 
law  ^nployments,'  attendance  in  courts,  incessant  studies,  the 
arrangement  of  pleadings,  trials  of  causes,  and  opinions  to 
clients,  scarcely  allow  me  a  few  moments  for  eating  and 
sleeping." 

Exertions  such  as  these,  naturally  produced  ill-health ;  and 

*  Pcriiips  the  Biihop  of  St.  Astph. 
t-  Aricnwdi  created  ViuDuut  Siikville. 
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we  aaxtrding]^  find  onr  young  barrister  paBsing  the  Chrietmas 
<rf  1777-78,  at  Bath,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  hia  respects 
*'  to  the  Nuads  of  the  Hot  Springs."  While  there,  he  sp- 
peare  to  have  lived  in  the  house  of  his  *'  old  Master  Evans,", 
whose  **  harp  he  preferred  to  the  Theban  lyre,  as  much  as  he 
preferred  Wales  to  ancient  or  modem  Egypt." 

Wilkes  was  a  resident  at  this  gay  place  at  the  same  time^  and 
Mr.  Jones  appears,  while  he  irequented  liia  company,  to  have  de- 
tested his  morals  as  much  as  he  approved  of  his  patriotism. 

Soon  after  this  short  relaxation,  which  occnrred  in  1 778,  he 
published  a  translation  of  the  ten  remaining  Oratiotu  of 
the  preceptor  of  Dranosthenes.  On  this  occasion  he  pre- 
sented a  copy  to  Mr.  Burk^  whose  friendship  he  cultivated, 
and  whose  politics,  at  this  eventful  period  o(  the  American 
war,  were  entirely  congenial  to  his  own.  He  ako  appears  to 
have  Uved  in  some  degree  of  intimacy  with  Dr.  Gilbert 
Stuart,  who  had  entered  the  lists  against  his  countryman  Dr. 
Robertson,  as  the  champion  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots ;  and 
who  about  this  period,  introduced  Dr.  Gilliea  to  hia  acquain- 
tance, as  the  translator  of  Lyaias.  Dean  Tucker,  in  1778, 
addressed  a  letter  to  him,  in  which  he  seems  to  assume  credit 
for  having  coniuted  Mr.  Locke's  system.  Some  of  the  Scotch 
metaphysicians  have  since  been  busily  employed  in  the  same 
pursuit. 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  1 778  that  Mr.  Jones,  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  Lord  Althorpe,  at  that  period  a  Captain  in 
the  Northamptonshire  Militia,  then  stationed  at  Warley  Camp, 
bints  at  his  wish  to  obtain  a  l^;al  appointment  in  India. 
"  The  disappointment  to  which  you  allude,"  observes  be, 
"  and  concerning  which  you  say  so  many  friendly  things  to 
m^  is  not  yet  certain.  My  competitor  is  not  yet  nominated : 
many  doubt  whether  he  will  he ;  I  think  he  will  not,  unless 
the  Chancellc^  should  press  it  strongly.  It  is  still  the  opi- 
nitm  and  wish  of  the  Bar,  that  I  should  be  the  man.  I  be- 
Ueve  the  mitiister "  hardly  knows  bis  own  mind.    I  cannot 
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k^sUy  be  appointed  till  January,  because  I  am  not  a  Bar' 
rister  of  five  years  standing  till  that  Ume :  now,  many  believe 
that  they  keep  the  place  open  for  me  till  I  am  qualified. 

"  I  certainly  wish  to  have  it,  because  I  wish  to  have  twenty 
thousand  pounds  in  my  pocket  before  I  am  eight-and-thirty 
years  old ;  and  then  1  might  c<Hitribute  in  some  little  degree 
towards  the  service  of  my  country  in  Parliament,  as  well  as 
at  the  Bar,  without  selling  my  liberty  to  a  patron,  as  too  many 
of  my  profession  are  not  ashamed  of  doing ;  and  I  might  be  a 
^)eaker  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  full  vigour  and 
maturity  of  my  age ;  whereas  in  the  slow  career  of  Westmin- 
ster Hall,  I  should  not,  perhaps,  even  with  the  best  euccese, 
acquire  the^  same  independent  statitm,  till  the  age  at  which 
Cicero  was  killed.  But  be  assured,  my  dear  Lord,  that  if 
the  minister  be  offended  at  the  style  in  which  1  have  spokei, 
and  will  speak,  of  public  af&irs,  and  on  that  account  should 
refuse  to  give  me  a  judgeship,  I  shall  not  be  at  all  mortified, 
having  already  a  very  deceit  competence,  without  a  debt  or 
a  care  of  any  kind." 

In  another  letter,  dated  Temple,  Feb.  4,  1 7S0,  he  expreses 
himself  as  follows,  to  his  quondam  pupil :  "  When  shall  we 
meet,  and  where,  that  we  may  talk  over  these*  and  other 
matters  ?     There  are  some  topics  which  will  be  more  prt^erly 

•  TJiii  illudn  to  1  fonncr  part  cX  hi>  iettM,  in  wbich  he  rftODinieiidi  culjr  hibilf 
ofeluquence — ■<  hibiu  ihej  tre,  no  leu  tlian  plujing  on  i  muikal  mitniment,  V 
handling  a  p«ncU  :  and  aa  ihe  b«t  muiicians  >iid  Bant  painien,  begin  aith  pl^ng 
lurietimei  iiat  of  lune,  and  dianing  out  of  proportion,  ad  iha  gnaieit  onion  nnut 
bqlD  aritli  leti'mg  lome  periodi  unRoiahcd,  and,  perhapi,  Kith  lining  down  in  ihc 
middle  of  a  tenience. 

"  It  ii  only  bj  continued  use,  (hat  a  speaker  I>  riiablrd  to  enpreaa  hit  ideu  with 
pieciiion  and  louiulneu  {  aad  to  povide  at  ihe  beginiiii^  of  a  pcnsd,  for  the  caKla- 
tion  of  it  i  but  in  thii  facllit;  of  ipeaking,  the  habit  of  iifitlng  rabidly  cootiibulet  in  a 
wonderful  debtee. 

■■I  would  certual]>ini|)reu  this  truth  upon  jour  mind,  raj  de«r  ftiend,  becwxel 
■m  fully  rontiiMwd  that  an  EnglUhman'i  ireal  importanre  in  hii  country,  will  alaaji 
he  in  a  totnpound  lailo  of  hi*  virtue,  bit  knowledge,  ind  bis  eloquent^e,  without  all  cf 
vhich  qualitin  little  real  uliltiy  can  result  from  either  of  ibem  apart :  and  I  «m  no 
leu  penuaded,  ibat  a  rirtonui  and  knowiag  man,  whohuno  natural  impediment,  iB*r 
bj  habit  acquire  perfect  eloquence,  ai  ceruinly  ag  a  healthy  man,  who  haj  the  uie  of  M\ 
mutclca,  may  leatu  to  iwim  ur  to  scatc.!' 
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ducusied  in  conversation  than  upcm  paper ;  I  mean  an  ac- 
count of  their  copiousness ;  for  betieve  me,  I  should  not  be  con- 
cerned, if  all  that  I  write  were  copied  at  the  poEt-office,  and 
read  b^yre  the  King  in  CounciL     »»»••••-• 

"  At  the  same  time,  I  solenmly  declare,  that  I  will  not 
eilist  under  the  banners  of  a  party ;  a  declaration  which  I 
bdieTe  useless,  because  no  party  will  j-eceive  a  man,   deter-  ■ 
mined  as  I  am,  to  think  for  himself. 

"  To  you  alone,  my  fnend,  and  to  your  interests,  I  am 
firmly  attached,  both  from  early  habits,  and  from  mature 
reason ;  from  ancient  affection  unchanged  for  a  single  moment, 
and  .&om  a  full  conviction  that  such  affection  was  well  placed. 
The  views  and  wishes  of  all  other  men  I  will  analyse  and 
weigh,  with  that  suspicion  and  slowness  of  belief,  which  my 
experience,  sach  as  it  is,  has  taught  me :  and  to  be  more  par- 
ticular, although  I  will  be  jealous  of  the  regal  part  of  our 
constitution,  and  always  lend  an  arm  towards  restraining  its 
proud  waves  within  due  limits ;  yet  my  most  vigilant  and 
strenuous  efforts  shall  be  directed  against  any  ohgarchy  that 
may  arise ;  being  convinced,  that  on  the  popular  part  of  every 
government  depends  its  real  fi>rce,  the  obligation  of  its  laws, 
its  wel&re,  its  security,  its  permanence." 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  Mr.  Jones  was  so  deeply 
smitten  with  the  iove  of  Oriental  literature,  as  to  be  anxious  to 
repair  to  Bengal,  in  quality  of  s  Judge.  A  vacancy  at  this 
very  time  had  6ccurred  on  the  Bench ;  but  powerfiil  preten- 
sions were  exhibited  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hargrave,  an  eminent 
Barrister,  now  Recorder  of  Xiverpool,  and  a  King's  Counset 
This  recondite  lawyer  had  early  distinguished  himself  in  the 
celebrated  case  of  Someret,  the  Negro,  and  it  was  owing  to 
his  learned  researches,  and  very  elaborate  argument,  that  this 
great  subject,  involving  the  geiieral  question  of  slavery,  in 
respect  to  England,  was  brought  to  a  speedy  issue.  At  this 
period  he  stood  so  high,  bodi  with  the  Chancellor,*  and  the 
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Mioiiter,*  that  it  was  supposed  this  office  had  beeo  kept 
<^n  to  suit  his  CDnyeaience ;  and  his  name  actually  appeared 
ID  the  Court  Kalendar,  for  two  subsequent  years,  as  the  bdcccs*- 
'  fill  candidate.  Mr.  Jones,  who  supposed  that  his  fiiend  had 
the  option  of  either  going  to  Bengal,  in  a  judicial  e^>acity, 
or  of  obtainii^  some  professional  appointment  in  England, 
naturally  hoped  that  he  would  accept  of  the  latter.  He 
accordingly  asked  him,  if  the  situation  of  a  Master  in  Chan- 
cery would  not  prove  equally  agreeable  ?  by  means  of  a  l^ter, 
irfiich  is  at  present  unfortunately  mislaid ;  bat  the  answer  is 
bos  inserted,  as  it  tends  equally  to  the  honour  of  both 
parties. 

C^  of  a  Letter  fiom  F.  Hargrove,  Esq.  to  WUliam  Joms,  Esq. 

*'  Dear  Sir,  «'  Bosw'dl  Court,  5th  July,  1778. 

"  I  entreat  that  you  will  not  be  offended  at  my  so  long  post- 
poning to  answffl'  your  friendly  letter.  No  person  who  knows 
me  can  doubt  the  personal  regard  and  respect  I  hare  for  you. 
Indeed  I  have  never  failed  expressing  tbem,  when  your  name 
has  been  mentioned  by  others,  or  I  have  found  the  opportu- 
nity of  introducing  it.  But  before  I  wrote  to  you,  I  wished  to 
be  at  liberty  b>  be  as  open  and  explicit  with  you,  as  you  have 
been  to  me ;  and  to  inform  you  precisely,  what  my  situation  is 
in  respect  to  the  office  to  which  we  both  seem  desirous  of  suc- 
ceeding. Having,  however,  now  wuted  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  still  being  under  the  same  difficulty  I  was  at  first 
embarassed  with,  I  can  no  longer  forbear  acknowledging  your 
kind  &vour.  I  confess  that  my  original  objections  to  going 
as  a  judge  to  Bengal,  at  length  yielded  to  very  pressing  rea- 
sons o£  <»>nvenience ;  and  that,  I  therefore  explained  my  wishes 
where  only  they  had  a  chance  of  being  effectually  attended  ta 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I  acknowledged  the  superiority  of  your 
(H'eteneions ;  and  I  stated  my  desire  in  a  manner  which  evin- 
ced that  nothing  less  than  the  particular  situation  of  my  a^ 
fairs  could  prompt  me  to  be  a  candidate  for  an  office,  which 
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your  rare  and  ^traordinary  endowments  60  strongly  qvalify 
you  to  fiU,  and  to  which  the  most  valiuUMe  of  my  few  acquire- 
mraits  are  certainly  foreign  and  inapplicable.  Nay,  since  your 
letter,  I  have  even  gone  the  length  of  almost  retreating  from 
my  £iBt  application  j  though,  in  so  doing,  I  contradicted  my 
own  judgment,  and  that  of  several  friends.  What  the  evmt  is 
likefy  to  b^  I  am  not  able  to  guees.  ' 

"  Dear  Sir,  I  remain, 

"  with  great  regard  and  eflteem, 

"  your  very  &ithful  friend  and  servant, 
"  Fbancis  Harquave." 

"  P.  S.  One  line,  assuring  me  that  the  explanation  I  now  send 
is  satisfBctoiy,  will  relieve  me  from  a  great  deal  of  pain." 
*'  William  Jones,  Esq:  Inn^  Temple." 

In  1 780,  Mr.  Jones  expressed  his  abhorrence  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  in  an  ode  entitled,  "  Julii  Meleslgoni,  ad  Liberta- 
tem  *,"  which  assumed  name  is  the  anagram  of  his  own ;  and 
this  is  said  to  have  lost  him  twenty  votes,  when  he  tendered 
his  services  at  a  celebrated  seat  of  learning  and  the  muses ! 

"  Virtus  renascens  quern  jubet  ad  seuos, 
Spactanam  avitos  duci'te  tibiam  ? 
Quia  fortium  ccetfts"  &c. 

Nearly  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  writing  odes  to,  and 
making  speeches  in  fevour  of  public  liberty,  Mr.  Jones  detev^' 
ndned  to  offer  himself  a  candidate  to  represent  that  Univer- 
sity in  Parlinraent,  where  he  had  been  educated.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  original,  and  hitherto  unpublished  letter,  written 
from  him  to  a  gentleman,  of  whom  honourable  mention  has 
Iieen  so  recently  made. 

■SeeWotlu,  cdkrd  Kod  publiihed  bj  Wv  JoiMi,  410  cditjOD,  (L799i)  rol.  iv> 
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«  Lamb's  Buildings,  Taiq>le,  $d  May,  1780^ 
"Sir, 
*<  Sir  Roger  Newdigate  h&ving  declared  his  intention  of  va^ 
eating  his  seat  in  Parliamrait  for  Oxford,  at  the  geoeral  Sec- 
tion, the  University  will  then  be  called  upon  to  chuse  a  per- 
son, e  gremio  Jcademia,  to  represent  them,  and  to  "  protect  ia 
the  l^slature,  the  fights  of  the  republic  of  letters ; "  for  which 
noble  purpose,  as  Sir  William  Blackstone  observes,  the  privi- 
l^e  of  sending  repreBentatives  was  first  granted  to  that  learn- 
ed body.  Mr.  Scott,  LL.  D.,  and  Fellow  of  University  Ck)l- 
1^,  having  declared  himself  a  candidate,  many  of  my  friends 
have  urged  me  to  enter  into  a  compedtioa  with  him,  b^ng 
partial  enough  to  insist  that  my  pretensions  are  every  way 
equal  to  his.  Since  the  University  has  a  noble  rule^  that 
the  candidates  shall  not  canvass  in  person,  nothing  but  the 
warmest  exertions  of  my  friends  can  procure  me  a  proE^>ect  of 
success,  as  Mr.  Scott  had  the  great  advantage  of  starting  first. 
Your  exertions,  good  word,  and  influence,  in  my  &vour,  will 
confer  both  the  highest  honour  and  obligation  upon, 
"Sir, 

"  your  very  faithfiU,  humble  servant, 

"  W.  JoHES." 

<*  F.  Hafgrave,  Esq." 

Oq  this  occasion,  Mr.  Jones  had  two  formidable  competi- 
tors, of  whom  he  himself  said,  "  that  he  respected  the  beoevo- 
loice  of  Sir  William  Dolben,  as  much  as  he  admired  the  w 
tensive  erudition  and  fine  taste  of  Dr.,  (now  Sir  William,} 
Scott,  although  their  politics  were  the  reverse  of  bis  own." 

He  himself  had  been  the  champion  of  the  Universi^  in  a 
dispute  with  M.  du  Perron ;  he  had  become  its  pride  and  its 
ornament,  in  consequence  of  his  extensive  genius,  learning 
and  high  attainments;  but  he  was  mainly  deficient  in  what  n 
usually  termed  prudence ,-  for  he  deemed  it  cowardice  to  con- 
ceal political  opinions  obnoxious  to  the  heads  of  most,  if  not 
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of  all  the  colleges  of  Oxford ;  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
which,'  were  soon  after  fblly  rect^nised  by  the  whole  nation, 

"  As  to  principles  in  politics,  if  my  success  at  Oxford,*'  he 
observes,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  "  at  any  fhture  time,  depend 
on  a  change  of  them,  my  cause  is  hopeless ;  I  camiot  alter  or 
ciHieeal  ihem  without  abandoning  either  my  reason  or  my"  in- 
t^rily ;  the  first  of  which  is  my  only  guide,  and  the  second 
my  chief  comfort  in  this  passage  through  life.  Were  I  in- 
clined to  boast  of  any  thing,  I  should  certainly  boast  of  mak- 
ing those  principles  my  rule  of  conduct,  which  I  learned  from 
the  best  of  men  in  ancient  and  modem  times;  and  which,  my 
reason  tells  me,  are  conducive  to  the  haj^iness  of  manloDd." 

The  Parliament  having  been  suddmly  and  unexpectedly 
dissolved,  Mr.  Jones  immediately  communicated  his  intentions 
of  resigning  his  pretoisions,  in  an  otBdal  \etteT  to  Dr.  Wheel- 
er ;  and  is  said  to  have  promised  his  vote  at  the  election,  to 
the  present  Sir  William  Scott,  who  was  of  the  same  college 
with  himself  but  who  also  declined.  It  would  appear  that 
those  who  dreaded  the  tt^ents  and  the  integrity  of  the  last  candi- 
date, had  recourse  to  dark  whispers  against  his  character ;  and  ' 
he  whose  generous  nature  taught  him  to  demand,  "  Whether 
hia  country  shall  be  free  in  form  only,  or  in  substance?"  was 
even  accused,  on  this  occasion,  of  conspiring  to  overturn  the 
constitution !  that  very  constitution  which  it  was  the  pride 
of  his  heart  to  restore,  fortify,  and  uphold  I 

Thedisgracefol  tumults  which  took  place  about  this  period 
in  the  Metropolis,  and  which  appear  to  have  arisen  out  of  a 
remnant  of  the  intolerant  spirit  of  a  former  age,  induced  our 
learned  barrister  to  pubUsh  a  plan  for  sttppressing  riots,  mth-  ■ 
out  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  military.  In  the  course  of  the 
summer,  he  passed  a  ftHtnight  at  Paris,  whither  he  had  repwr- 
ed  during  the  preceding  year,  for  the  express  purpose  of  vidt- 
ing  Dr.  Franldin  at  Passy ;  a  circumstance  of  which  his  bio- 
grapher need  not  to  have  been  ashamed,  as  Mr.  Burke  had 
declared  in  open  Parhament,  that  he-  deemed  it  one  of  the 
greatest  h<»ioars  and  ccsnforts  of  his  life,  to  carry  on  a  corres- 
pondence with  that  great  philosopher,  dui'ing  itU  the  rancour 
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and  bitternees  of  a  ciril  war*.  Here  too,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
nmrked,  that  even  at  this  early  period,  (1780,}  he  expressed 
his  just  abhorrence  to  the  slave  trade :  — 

"  I  pass  with  haste  by  ihe  coast  of  Africa,  whence  my  mmd 
turoa  with  indignation  at  the  abominable  traffic  in  the  human 
species,  Sroso  which  a  part  of  our  countrymen  dare  to  derive 
their  most  inauspicious  wealth.  Sugar,  it  has  be^i  said,  would 
be  dear,  if  it  were  not  worked  by  Blacks  in  the  Western  Is- 
lands ;  as  if  (be  most  laborious,  the  most  dangerous  works, 
were  not  carried  on  in  every  country,  but  chiefly  in  England, 
h^Jreemen ;  in  (act,  they  are  so  carried  on  with  infinitely  more 
advantage,  for  there  is  an  alacrity  in-the  consciousness  of  free- 
dom, and  a  gloomy,  sullen  indolence  in  a  consciousness  of  sla- 
very ',  but  let  sugar  be  as  dear  aa  it  may,  it  is  bettrar  to  eat 
none,  to  eat  honey,  if  sweetness  only  be  palatable ;  —  better  to 
eat  aloes  or  coloquintida,  than  violate  a  primary  law  of  na- 
ture, impressed  on  every  heart  not  imbruted  by  avarice,  than 
rob  one  human'  creature  of  those  eternal  rights  of  which  no 
Ism  upon  earth  can  justly  ^prive  him." 

About  this  pcoriod,  we  find  Mr.  Jones  a  leading  member  of 
the  Turk's  Head  Club,  a  socie^  which  coiginated  with  Bnriu^ 
Johnson,  and  Reynolds,  and  being  at  length  extended  to  hrtj 
member^  the  precise  number  of  the  French  Academy,  i&du^ 
ed  men  of  the  first  genius  and  talents  in  the  country.  He  now 
proposed  and  obtained  an  unanimous  admission  for  the  Bid<^ 
of  St.  Asaf^  and  that  too,  at  a  time  when  the  great  and  vir- 
tuous Lord  Camden,  and  the  bishop  of  Chester,  had  been  most 
UDMComitably  excluded. 

Id  the  spring  of  1781,  we  find  our  author  in  Wales;  and 
daring  an  excursion  to  Abergavenny,  on  March  SI,  he  pen- 
ned his  &mous  ode  in  tmitation  of  Alceeus : 

"  What  constitutes  a  state  ? 
Not  high-reis'd  battlement  or  labour'd  mound. 
Thick  wall  or  moated  gate ; 

*'Hr.  J«iMi  intcnM  uone  time  to  biTe  mitten  t  liiitof^of  tlleAnwric*nRcn>- 
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Not  cities  proud,  with  spires  and  turrets  crown'd ; 

Nut  bays  and  broad-ann'd  ports, 
Where,  laughing  at  the  storm,  rich  navies  ride  ; 

Not  Btarr'd  and  spangl'd  courts, 
Where  low-brow'd  Baseness  wafts  perfume  to  Pride." 

After  stating  that  it  consists  in  "  Men  vho  their  dutiei  know; 
bat  know  their  rights;  and,  knowing,  dare  maint^,"  he  con- 
cludes with  a  stanza  expressive  of  bis  political  <^inioiis  at  that 


"  Such  looj  this  heav'n-lov'd  isle. 
Than  Lesboi  fairer,  and  the  Cretan  shore  1 

No  more  shall  Freedom  smile  ? 
Shall  Britons  languish,  and  be  men  no  more  ?" 

Some  little  time  anterior  to  this  indeed,  he  had  re-stmng 
his  lyre  on  a  very  lemptihg  occasion.  This  was  in  consequence 
of  the  marriage  of  Viscount  Althorpe  with  Miss  Lavinia 
Bing^m,  when  he  composed  an  ode  which,  in  remembrance 
of  his  former  promise  to  allure  poetry,  he  termed,  <*  die  Muse 
recalled,"  as  may  be  perceived  from  the  first  stanza :  — - 

"  Return,  celestial  Muse ! 
By  whose  bri^t  fingers,  o'er  my  ta&nt  bead, 
LulI'd  with  immortal  sympathy,  were  spread 
I^Vesh  bays,  and  flow'rets  of  a  thousand  hues ; 

Return !  thy  golden  lyre, 
Chorded  with  smmy  rays  of  temper'd  fire. 
Which  in  Aatnea's  fane  I  fondly  hung. 

Bold  I  reclaim :  but,  ah  1  sweet  maid, 

'  Bereft  of  thy  propidous  aid. 
My  voice  is  tuneless,  and  my  harp  unstrung. 
In  vwn  I  call :  —  what  charm,  what  potent  spell. 
Shall  kindle  into  life,  the  long-unwakened  shell  ? 

It  will  appear  by  the  following  original  communication,  that 
be  was  now  busied  about  his  work  on  the  "  Law  of  BailmeDt/* 
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Letter  Jhfm  W.  Jones,  Esq.  to  Fronds  Har^ave,  Esq. 

"  Lamb's  Buildingc,  Temple,  1 7th  Jtme,  1 78 1. 

•'  My  dear  Sir, 

'*  1  reqaest  you  to  lend  me,  if  you  have  it,  and  if  yon  have 

not,  to  in&rm  me  where  I  can  procure,  Christiant  J^omasii 

de  Vsu  Practico  Doclrina  DifficiUijntB  Juris  Bomani,  de  Cidpa^ 

rum  PrcEttatioAe  in  Contractibus,  Hahe,  1705.* 

"  I  bad  written  a  little  dissertation  on  the.same  subject,  be- 
fore  I  knew  that  Thomasins  had  handled  it ;  and  as  Bynker- 
shoek  speaks  highly  of  that  author,  I  am  very  desirous  of  see> 
ing  how  he  treats  it.  My  dissertatioa  I  shall  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit to  your  friendly  inspection  before  I  ventore  to  let  it  see 
the  light.  I  would  call  upon  you,  but  have  a  litde  chambo- 
business  which  confines  me. 

**  I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

"  your  most  faithful  Servant, 

'*  W.  Jokes." 
"  Francia  Hargrav^  Esq.  Boswell  Court" 

When  tliat  elaborate  and  erudite  work  was  finished,  he  did 
not  fail  to  transmit  a  copy,  in  which  he  owns  himself  indd>ted 
to  his  friend,  accompanied  by  the  following  letter : 

Letter  Jrom  W.  Jones,  Esq.  to  Francis  Margrave,-  Esq. 

"  Iamb's  Buildings,  Temple,  2dth  June,  1781. 
"  My  dear  Sir, 
**  Do  me  the  honour  to  accept  a  copy  of  my  Essay  on  the 
Soctrme  of  Bailment  ■,  the  fruit  (however  slender)  of  some  at- 
tention and  reading.  It  should  have  been  bound;  but  the 
ink  is  too  fresh,  and  would  run  if  the  sheets  were  pressed. 
The  book  is  not  yet  published;  and  you  will  oblige  me  infi- 

■  "Hiii  work  mt  not  at  ihit  period  in  the  vsrj  nteniiTe  Ulcuy  of  ihii  gcntlenun  ; 
but  h  nij  bs  fanud  in  that  of  LincidD'i  Inn. 
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uitely  if  you  will  point  out  such  inaccuracies  in  it,  as  may  oc- 
cur to  you.  X  could  cancel  a  sbeet  or  two  without  much  de- 
lay. One  or  two  slips  I  have  myself  detected ;  but  tiiey  were 
of  no  great  moment.  JJew  materials  or  cases,  of  which  I  am 
not  now  apprized,  I  must  reserve  for  a  second  editimi. 

"  If  it  be  true  that  you  have  accepted  an  appointment  of 
60  much  consequence  to  the  nation  as  that  of  counsel  to  the 
Treasury,  give  me  leave  to  congratulate  tUe  public ;  and  if  the 
place  be  agreeable  to  yourself,  as  it  will  be  useful  to  your  coun- 
try, no  man  will  more  sincerely  rejoice  than, 
<'  My  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

"  W.  Jones." 
"•Francis  Hargrave,  Esq.  Boswell  Court" 

About  the  same  time,  the  subject  of  this  menuur  became  a 
firequenter  of  the  "  Society  for  ConstitutJ(mal  Information," 
which  had  sprung  out  of  another  called  **  the  Bill  of  Rights ;" 
and  both  had  powerfully,  although  unsuccessfully,  opposed  the 
Cfmunencement  and  progress  of  that  war  with  America,  which 
ended  in  her  emancipation  nnd  independence. 

The  latter  consisted  of  several  members  of  parliament,  and 
other  still  more  distinguished  persons,  among  whom  we  find 
enrolled,  the  names  of  Tooke,  Romilly,  and  Jones.  The  avow- 
ed object  of  their  meeting  was  to  enlighten  the  people  at 
.  large,  respecting  their  own  rights,  and  also  to  enable  thciu 
to  uphold  the  same,  by  means  of  purity  of  election.  Accord- 
ingly, parliamentary  reform,  not  on  the  principles  of  annual 
parliaments  and  universal  suffirage,  afterwards  advocated  by 
the  late  Duke  of  Richmond ;  but  on  the  ancient  bases  t^ 
vealth  and  p<^ulation,  by  means  of  an  excision  6f  the  noto- 
riously rotten  boroughs,  as  admirably  elicited,  laid  down,  and 
illustrated,  in  the  plan  of  the  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jones,  at  this  period,  "  fhat  the 
constitution  of  England,  is  in  no  respect  inferior  to  that  of 
Rome  or  Athens;"  and  it  was  his  pride  to  contribute  to  its 
strength  and  duration. 
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In  the  spring  of  1782,  we  accordingly  find  him  employed 
in  refuting  some  of  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  writings  of 
Fielding  who  having  been  the  first  police  magistrate,  esta- 
blished by  authority  of  government  in  this  country,  had  per- 
haps too  much  narrowed  his  views  of  the  general  and  beneficent 
principles  of  our  municipal  institutions.  In  a  letter  addressed 
to  Mr.  Yates,  chairman  to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 
formation nearly  at  the  same  period,  he  expresses  himself  as 
fbUom:  — 

"  My  liiture  life  shall  be  devoted  to  the  support  of  that  ex- 
cdient  constitution,  which  it  is  the  object  of  your  Socie^  to 
unfold  and  elucidate;  and  from  this  resolution,  long  and  d^ 
liberately  mad^  no  prospects,  no  connections,  no  statitm  here 
or  abroad,  no  fear  of  danger,  or  hope  of  advantage  to  myself 
shall  evei-  deter  or  allure  me. 

*'  A  form  of  government  so  apparently  conducive  to  the 
true  happiness  of  the  community,  must  be  admired  as  soon  as 
it  is  understood ;  and,  if  reason  and  virtue  have  any  influealce 
in  human  breasts,  ought  to  be  preserved  by  any  exertions,  and 
at  any  hazard.  Care  must  now  be  taken,  lest  by  reducing  the 
regal  power  to  (below)  its  just  level,  we  raise  the  arlstocratical 
to  a  dangerous  height;  since  it  is  from  the  people  that  we  can 
deduce  the  obligation  of  our  laws,  and  th^  authority  of  our 
magistrates. 

"  On  the  people  depend  the  welfare,  the  security,  a&d  the 
permanence  of  every  legal  government ,-  in  the  people  must 
reside  all  substantia]  power ;  and  to  the  people  must  all  those, 
in  whose  ability  and  knowledge  we  sometimes  wisely,  of^n 
imprudendy,  confide,  be  always  accountable  for  the  due  exer- 
cise of  that  power  with  which  they  are  for  a  time  entrusted. 

"  If  the  properties'  of  all  good  governments  be  considered, 
as  duly  distributed  in  the  different  parts  of  our  limited  repub- 
lic, goodness  ought  to  be  the  distinguished  attribute  of  the 
crown,  —  wisdom  of  the  aristocracy ;  but  power,  and  fortitude^ 
of  the  people. 

"May  justice  and  humanity  prevail  in  them  all !" 

In  the  autumn  of  the  uiae  year,  be  made  a  short  excotsion 
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to  tfas  United  Provinces ;  and  on  the  peace  with  America, 
after  praising  the  deeds  of  Harmodius  and  Aristogiton,  he  be* 
stows  a  warm  and  animated  eulogium  on  three  of  the  British 
chieb  who  had  combated  on  the  side  of  Liberty. 

— ^  "  Not  less  glorious  was  thy  deed, 
Wehtworh,  fir'd  in  Virtue's  cause ; 

Not  less  brilliant  be  tby  meed, 
Lekax,  friend  to  Equal  Laws ! 

High  ia  Freedom's  Temple  rais'd, 
See  FiTZMAURicx  *  beaming  stand, 

For  collected  Virtues  prais'd, 
Wisdoni's  voice,  and  Valour's  hand !" 

It  was  during  the  administratioQ  of  the  last  of  these,  the  (Eari 
of  Shelbum^  soon  after  created  Marquis  of  Lansdowi)e\ 
that  in  the  month  of  March,  1783,  Mr,  Jones,  dirou^  the 
friendship  of  Mr.  Dunning  |,  obtained  die  office  of  a  Pmstie 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Fort-Willi&m,  in  Bengal,  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Mr.  ]>nuutre ;  on  which  occasion  he 
was  knighted. 

In  consequ^ce  of  this  evait,  he  was  congratulated  by  all 
his  ftiends ;  and  the  following  original  letter  is  an  answer  to 
a  learned  lawyer,  than  whom  no  one  better  appreciated  the 
Tforth,  or  more  valued  the  singular  attunraente  of  the  new 
magistrate. 

Letter  Jrom  Sir  Wm.  Jones,  to  F.  Hargrove,  Esq. 

"Lamb's  Buildings,  Temple,  5th  March,  1783. 
"  My  dear  Sir, 
"  I  hare  this  momait  received  your  kind  tetter,  and  ff.yt 
you  and  Mrs.  Hargrave  my  warmest  dianks  for  your  oUi^ng 

•  The  Ent  Muquli  of  I^Tiidowne. 
t  Cmud,  Mxiii  liter,  Lotd  AtbbuitOD. 

"  With  noM  w  fluicr,  nooa  to  retommmd, 
" '  DmniNe  qfnn'd,  tnd  mnA'd  me  u  ■  FiicBd." 
HH    2 
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congratulations  and  firtendly  wishes.  My  early  predilecti<»i 
for  oriental  learning  has,  indeed,  always  made  me  peculiarly 
desirous  of  obtaining  tliis  appointment,  and  of  uniting  my  an- 
cient studies  with  those  of  my  pn^sion,  vrbich  I  have  ever 
been  equally  fond  of,  and  in  which  I  dull  ever  take  dncere 
pleasure  in  confessing,  that  I  have  received  infinite  advantage 
and  improvement  irom  your  agreeable  and  learned  conversa- 
tion. 

«  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

*'  Your  very  faithfiil  and  obedi^it  Srarant, 

"  W.  Jones." 
"  Francis  Hargrave,  Esq." 

Sir  William  Jones  now  feeling  himsdf  independent,  solicit- 
ed, and  obtained  the  band  of  Miss  Anna  Maria  Shipley,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  the  venerable  Bishop  of  St  Asaph,  whom 
he  bad  first  seen  at  Wimbledon.  This  good,  amiable,  and 
accomplished  Lady,  the  daughter  and  wife  of  two  patriotic  and 
learned  men,  embarked  with  her  husband  for  India,  in  the 
Crocodile  firigat^  in  the  Spring  of  178S. 

During  his  voyage^  a  political  association  in  Flintshire  pub- 
lished a  tract,  written  some  time  before  by  the  new  Judges  a- 
tjtled,  "  A  Dialogue  between  a  Fanner  and  a  Country  Gen- 
tleman," w^ile  the  Constitutional  Society  rcfiubliEhed  and  cir- 
culated another  edition  in  town.  In  consequence  of  die  Dean 
of  St.  Asaph  being  implicated  in  the  former,  a  bill  of  in- 
dictmwt  had  been  found  by  the  grand  jury  of  Denbighshire 
against  him.  On  this  occasion.  Sir  William  transmitted  a 
tetter  to  Su*  Ltc^  Kenyon,  Chitf  Justice  of  Chester,  in 
which  he  avowed  himself  the  author  of  the  Jijflogae ;  and, 
at  the  same  tame,  maintuoed,  "  that  .every  position  in  it 
was  strictly  conformable  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Eng- 
land." 

He  observes,  on  another  occasion,  *'  tiiat  as  an  indictment 
or  a  theoretical  essay  on  government  was,  as  he  beeves,  never 
before  known,  he  has  no  apprehension  for  the  consequoices. 
As  to  the  doctrines  in  the  txnct,"  adds  h^  **  though  I  shall 
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certunly  not  preach  them  to  the  Indians,  who  must,  and  will 
be  governed  by  absolute  power,  yet  I  shall  go  through  life 
with  a  persnasion,  that  they  aie  just  and  rational ; '  that 
lUbstaiUial  freedom  is  both  the  daughter  and  parent  of  viv< 
tue ;  and  that  virtue  is  the  only  source  of  public  and  private 
felicity." 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  cause  came  on  -at  Shrewsbuiy, 
and  Mr.,  now  Lord  Erskme,  who  was  then  just  coming  into 
ihoMy  was  sent  down  at  the  sole  e^pence  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  to  d^nd  what, -in  the  present 
day,  would  not  be  considered  as  a  libel  by  any  liberal  and  en- 
lightmed  lawyer  in  England.  On  this  occasion,  a  special  ver- 
diet  was  delivered  hy  the  Juiy,  clearing  the  Ri^t  Reverend 
Defendant  from  all  criminal  intention,  and  finding  him 
**  guilty  only  of  the  &ct  of  publishing."  Sir  Francis  Bnller, 
who  presided  on  this  occasion,  desired  the  Jury  "  to  recon- 
sider their  verdict,  as  it  could  not  be  recorded;"  but  Mr. 
Erdune  boldly  insbted  it  should  be  recorded  precisely  in  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  foimd ;  and,  after  some  altercation, 
during  which  tjie  Judge  used  threatening  language,  finally 
prevailed.  In  his  celebrated  argument,  when  a  new  trial '  was 
moved  for,  the  latter  boldly  insisted,  that  Juries  were  judges 
'  of  the  law  as  well  as  of  the  feet ;  a  position  which  produced, 
and  was  tacitly  reo^nized  by  Mr.  Fox's  bill,  for  the  security  of 
the  English  press.  Thus  the  doctrines  Itud  down  in  the  Dia- 
logut^  not  only  were  proved  to  be  consonant  to  the  principles 
of  law,  but  actually  gave  birth  to  a  celebrated  act  for  die 
protection  of  public  liberty. 

Meanwhile,  Sir  William  proceeded  on  his  voyage  to  the 
East,  and  lauded  at  Calcutta,  in  the  month  of  September 
1783.  Soon  after  being  installed  in  his  new  office,  he  became 
the  Founder,  President,  and  brightest  ornament  of  the  Auatic 


*  Tlu  Eiri  </  Muufield,  iTicr  t  leuned  irgnawnt,  pmnoonetil :  —  "  llul  *.  nda 
fbc  1  Dtw  triit  miiit  be  diichirged."  The  ciuic,  faonerer,  im  nol  Giull j  detmniDcd, 
until  ou  1  mnlon  b;  Mi.  Enkinc,  in  urat  of  ]Ddgmaiit,  tbs  Coon  uoiumouily  i!e- 
duad,  "  Thtt  no  Ubd  wu  laiad  on  tha  im oxL"  To  the  bonour  of  dw  Lordi  of  the 
Tnannj,  iheji  fina  tin  to;  £nt,  rcfiued  toconcniio  thiapcoMCuUcn. 
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Sodeiy,  fonned  cm  the  model  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Jjm- 
don.  The  other  in«nbere  consisted  of  Mr.  Hastings,  then 
Governor-General,  Mi.  Qladwyn,  Captain  Charles  I^^ilttoi^ 
and  Mr.  M^lliam  Crambos,  all  of  whom  had  distinguished 
fhemsdves  by  s  taste  for  oriental  learning ;  and  to  these  were 
afterwards  added  the  names  of  Sir  John  Shore,  now  Lord 
Teignmouth,  ^ .  John  Macpherson,  Bart,  who  succeeded 
Mr.  Hastings  in  the  government  of  Bengal,  Sec.  Sec 

Sir  William,  at  the  same  tim^  paid  the  moet  scrupulons 
and  unremitting  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  profession ;  in 
addition  to  which,  a  large  portion  of  his  time  was  dedicated 
to  Hhidoo  lam,  Indian  Geography,  Botany,  and  the  San- 
scrit.* In  the  evenings,  he  was  accustomed  to  unboid  his 
mind  fi-tHn  care,  by  the  pleasing  and  cheerlul  cojiversatioii  (^ 
Lady  Jones,  with  who^  he  Was  accustomed  to  divert  Him«Jf 
at  chess.  It  was  soon  evident,  however,  that  dther  his  studies 
were  too  intense,  or  the  climate  wholly  unfavourable  to  bJs 
valuable  life ;  perh^  his  frequent  and  dangerous  illnessat  pro* 
ceeded  from  a  fatal  imioa  of  both.  During  the  intervals  when 
he  was  in  a  convalescent  state,  he  composed  poems,  penned 
letuned  dissertations,  conversed  with  his  friends,  and  carried 
on  an  extensive  corresimndence  on  a  variety  of  different  sub- 
jects, f 

a  ImpcoremcDt  on  Sii  fidmrJ  Coke'i  allai- 


t  Among  hii  wioui  eormpondenti  in  Englwid,  vu  the  late  Dt.  Kchud  PriM. 
la  « letui  dldrcwcri  U>  thM  celebnted  wiiier^  recuining  lijm  [hanks  tat  At  in;  Mr- 
mon  HhJch  called  forth  Mr.  Buike,  dated  '•  Cliiina  Nagiu,  Sept.  14,' 1 790,"  p.  340, 
(hert  ii  a  mnt  extraotdiniry  hiaiui  in  tk«  life,  whUli  !■  hen  tuppUfd  fion  guod  aDtbl). 
tiff  I  .the  DmKied  patsaga  bdng  intertetl  in  ilalUi,  and  within  bracket!. 

"  My  den  Si^ 

"  I  gire  }ou  niy  mnoitt  ihanki  for  jour  friendlj  lecier,  aixt  acceptable  preaent, 
of  ao  tdminble  diuoune,  Hhich  I  have  read  w'lih  great  delight. 

[VXen  I  think  of  tht  late  glorimu  Rambitiott  ia^ance,  I  tatmet  ht^  opftyiKg  to 
nypBVrbffattiaLedriamtnitiKvKrbti^iichtaUi/JirrmtThi^plud  taOmd:  St  cmni- 
(ui  tnrtf  BTitetuaa  sola  amnuad  mm  ordtt  UKpidie.} 

"  W*  bhie  twen^  aiUiana,"  &<:.     Es  ono  iliics  omnN. 
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Meanwhile,  in  February  1785,  Sir  John  MabpbersoB,  ag 
has  been  ab-eady  mentioned,  had  succeeded  Mr.  Hastings  ac 
Governor-General ;  and  to  his  lot  fell  the  odious,  but  salutary 
task,  of  making  a  variety  of  reductions  and  economical  re- 
forms, which  had  now  become  absolutely  necessary,  in  conse-  - 
quence  of  the  deranged  state  of  the  Company's  affairs.  To 
effect  this,  in  addition  to  mildness  and  urbani^,  it  became  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  withhold  money-payments  to  all  but  sub- 
alterns and  the  working  class ;  and  even  to  issue  deferred  paper 
bearing  8;)«rc«nj.  interest.  The  consequence  ofthis  was,  that  the 
Judges  murmured ;  and  Sir  William,  in  particular,  was  obliged 
to  sell  Company's  bonds  at  30  per  cent,  discount,  to  pay  his 
physician,  Munshie,  8tc.  Nay,  he  was  forced  to  borrow  of  a 
"  bUck  man,  which  was  like  touching  a  snake,  or  the  South 
American  eel."  This  circumstance,,  at  first,  rused  bis  indig- 
nation ;  but  he  no  sooner  learned,  that  the  Governor-General 
himself,  who,  he  said,  "  united  the  character  of  the  states 
man  and  the  scholar,"  was  paid  exactly  in  the  same  manaer, 
than  he  made  a  spontaneous  offer  of  one  half  of  his  salary  to- 
wards relieving  the  present  exigencies  of  the  company. 

In  1788,  wc  6nd  Sir  William  making  a  proposal  to  Lord 
Comwallis,  for  an  English  digest  of  Hindao  and  Mohammedan 
law,  after  the  model  of  Justinian's  Pandects,  for  the  use  of  the 
natives.  As  the  principles  which  r^ulated  the  decisions  of  the 
courts,  in  respect  to  Asiatic  subjects,  had  been  hitherto  locked 
up  in  the  Sanscrit  and  Arabic,  two  difficult  languages,  acce^ 
sible  to  a  few  of  the  EngUsh  only ;  the  Judges'  were  obliged 
to  refer  to  the  responses  of  the  native  lawyers ;  and  this  obvi- 
ous inconveniency  could  be  removed  only  by  the  means  now 
■  pointed  out  to  government.  The  proposal  was  accordingly  ac- 
cepted, and  Sir  William  most  gladly  undertook  the  task  of 
superintending  the  execution. 

About  the  safflc  period,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Company,  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
'    regulate  the  municipal  government  of  Calcutta.     For  this  piu> 
pos^  it  was  proposed  to  obtain  a  power  of  summary  cotmicHoH 
and  puaishmeTit.    On  oiu*  Judge  being  consulted  on  this  ogchf 
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sion,  he  stoutly  denied  the  Bupposed  necessity  of  deviating  ironi 
the  spirit  and  form  of  English  judicatare  in  criminal  cases 
"  which  has  been  approved  by  the  wisdom  of  a  thousand  years, 
and  has  been  feund  ef&ctdat  in  the  great  cities  of  England,  for 
the  good  order  and  govemmwit  of  the  most  high-minded, 
active,  and  restless  people,  that  exists  upon  earth."  He  just- 
ly observes,  that  "  a  Si^erijUendant  (f  the  Police  is  an  (rf- 
ficer  unknown  to  oar  system ;  borrowed  &om  a  fordgn  system, 
or,  at  least,  suggesting  the  idea  of  a  foreign  constitution ;  and 
his  powers  being  dork  and  undefined,-  are  those  which  our  law 
most  abhors."  He,  therefore,  very  properly  recommends  the 
nomination  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  the  six  Sessions  in  the 
year,  and  the  trial  by  appointment  of  Jury,  as  practised  in 
England. 

In  1 792,  it  became  necessary  for  Lady  Jones  to  return  to 
Great  Briton,  in  consequence  of  a  constituUon  naturally  de- 
licate, having  so  severdy  suiSered  from  repeated  attacks  of  in- 
disposition, that  a  change  to  her  native  climate  had  become 
indispensably  necessary.  Sir  'William  endeavoured  to  solace 
his  mind  during  the  absence  of  a  beloved  wife,  by  returning 
with  reiterated  zest  to  his  studies;  and  in  1794,  appeared  a 
translation  by  him,  of  the  "  Ordinances  of  Menu."  He  «« 
also  indefatigable  in  completing  the  Digest  of  Hindoo  and  Mo- 
hammedan law ;  which  alone  prevented  him  from  accompany- 
ing the  "  partner  of  Kis  soul." 

The  mournful  task  now  remains  to  describe  the  last  illness  of 
the  subject  of  this  memoir.  On  the  20th  of  April,  ^ter  a  long 
and  late  walk,  in  an  unwholesome  Bituation,  he  was  seized  with 
symptoms,  that  seemed  to  denote  an  approaching  ague.  ITie 
disorder,  however,  soonproved  to  be  an  inflammation  in  thelivo'i 
a  complaint  common  in  the  East,  and  supposed  to  ariw  ttoat 
an  accelerated  circulation  of  the  blood.  Ihe  pn^ess  of  Utis 
cruel  disease  was  so  rapid,  that  it  terminated  fetaUy  on  the 
27tii  of  April,  1794,  and  iSir  John  Shores  who  witneased 
his  last  moments,  mentions  that  he  died  without  uttering  a 
single  groan. 

Next  day  the  funeral  ceremmy  was  performed  with  all  the 
4 
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honours  due  to  liia  public  statioD.  A  stately  monument  hai 
since  been  erected  to  his  memory  at  Oxford,  by  a  sabscripUon 
of  the  gaitlemen  resident  in  Bengal,  who  bad  been  educated 
at  eith^  of  the  English  universities ;  while  a  similar  tribute  of 
reelect,  at  the  expence  of  Jjady  Jones,  and  from  the  chisel  of 
Flaxman,  is  now  to  be  seen  in  the  anti-chamber  of  the  cht^l 
of  University  College. 

Thus  died  in  his  Igth  year.  Sir  William  Jones,  who,  in  the 
language  of  Dr.  Johnson,  was  *' the  most  enlightened  of  the 
sons  of  men." 

It  may  conv^  son^  idea  of  the  facility  of  his  talents,  and 
the  exquisitenesa  of  his  memory,  when  it  is  recorded,  that  he 
understood  no  fewer  than  twenty-eight  languages,  eight  of 
which  had  been  acqiured  with  critical  correctness.  In  respect 
to  his  literary  achievements  also,  they  were  bo  numerous  as  to 
exhibit  an  Herculean  task  never  before  attempted,  or  attained, 
in  an  equal  number  of  years. 

His  celebrity,  indeed,  is  astonishing,  and  in  point  of  cha- 
racter, his  is  one  of  the  fairest  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  both  as  to  integrity  and  patriotism ;  while  in  re^)ect 
to  genius,  general  literature,  and  deep  research,  it  is  second 
to  none,  in  the  annals  of  his  country.  Pious,  regular, 
punctual  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties;  he  was  a  perfect 
model  in  private  life.  Patient,  indefatigable^  uncorrupt,  and 
at  the  same  time  gifted  with  a  wonderful  degree  of  precision 
and  equanimity ;  he  ^thibited  the  perfect  pattern  of  an  up- 
right Judge;  critically  acqudnted  with  the  architecture  of  the 
English  constitution,  he  admired  that  noble  fabric,  in  its 
ancient  primeval  Saxon  simplicity ;  and  lamented  that  its 
noble  Gothic  arch  had  been  disfigured  and  undermined,  by  the  . 
-modem  torrent  of  corruption.  So  pure  was  he  in  regard  to 
his  principles,  that  he  obtained  the  appellation  of  the  "  English 
Cato ;"  so  universd  in  reelect  to  attainments,  that  he  bore  a 
near  resemblance  to  the  "  admirable  Crichton,"  while  a 
IcM-ned  Dutch  Professor*  termed  him  "  the  Phoenix  of  his 
4ay,  and  the  ornament  of  the  age." 
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^  Willum  Jones  had  Eomething  of  the  "  noble  of  nature" ' 
in  bia  appearance.  Hb  air  and  manner  were  dignified;  awl 
althougb  his  coimtenance  denoted  neither'pride  nor  austerity; 
yet  there  was  somewhat  of  reserve,  that  designated  conscious 
dignity,  and  never  foiled  to  command  and  obtain  respect.  This, 
however,  was  at  the  same  time  accompanied  with  a  consid^w- 
ble  portion  of  modesty,  which  added  not  a  little  to  his  worth ; 
while  it  enhanced,  in  no  small  d^ee,  his  singular  t^^its  and 
acquirements. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that  Sir  William  Jones  did  not 
succeed  in  his  wish  to  represent  his  alma  mater  in  Parlia- 
ment, as  it  would  have  detained  him  in  England,  and  might 
have  preserved,  for  many  additional  years,  a  life  so  dear  and  so 
precious  to  his  country.  This  was  the  object  of  his  highest 
ambition;  and  one  for  which,  as  he  himself  v<^  accustomed  to 
say,  he  would  gladly  have  sacrificed  "  not  only  an  Indian 
Judgeship  of  six  thousand  a  year ;  but  a  Nabobship,  with  as ' 
many  millions." 

To  conclude,  he  literally  sacrificed  his  life  to  a  nice  srase 
of  duty;  — the  completion  of  a  code  of  laws  for  our  Hindoo 
and  Mohammedan  subjects  in  India ;  —  and  was  worthy  to  live 
either  in  the  times  of  Harmodius  and  Aristogiton,  to  whose 
triumph  he  attuned  his  lyre;  or  of  Hampden  and  Sidn^, 
whose  lives  and  whose  death,  alike  constituted  the  theme  of 
his  eulo^um. 

The  works  of  Sir  William  Jones,  in  6  volumes  4to,  with  an 
engraved  portrait  by  Heath,  from  a  picture  by  Sir  Joshua, 
were  published  in  London  in  1 799.  The  amiable  editor,  Lady 
Jones,  in  a  short,  but  pertinent  and  modest  preface  states  it  to 
have  been  the  opinion  of  her  husband,  that  "  the  best  monu- 
ment that  can  be  erected  to  a  man  of  literary  talents,  is  a  good 
edition  of  his  works."  She  apologizes  for  delay,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty  of  collecting  papers  so  widely  dispersed, 
and  partly  "  from  those  habits  of  inactivity  and  indecidon 
which  affliction  imposes  on  a  mind  that  has  been  deeply 
wounded." 

Volume  1.  coQsitts  entirely  of  discourses  prcatounced-faefiffe 
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the  Asiatic  Society  at  Calcutta,  the  fint  of  whicli  waa  deUver- 
ed  by  Sir  John  Shore,  Bart,  (now  Lord  Tdgmnouth,)  (»i  May 
28,  1 7M,  on  tlie  demise  of  th&r  late  lamented  Prudent. 

'Die  second  volume  is  dedicated  to  botamcal  researchcB,  a 
grammar  of  the  Persiaa  language  and  a  Latin  commentary 
consisdog  of  six  books ;  all  of  which  relate  to  Asiatic  poetry. 
VoL  III.  is  occupied  with  charges  to  the  grand  jury  at  .Cal- 
cutta, the  Institutes  of  the  Hindu  law,  the  Mohammedan  law 
of  succesuou,  and  the  Mohammedan  law  of  inheritance. 

In  volume  IV.  we  have  the  speedies  of  Isasus,  relative  to  the 
succession  of  property ;  the  Mollakat,  or  seven  Arabian  pomia 
which  were  suspended  in  the  temple  at  Mecca,  together  with 
poems  and  translations  by  the  author.  To  "  the  Priaciples 
of  Government,  in  a  Dial<^e  between  a  Gentleman  and.  a 
Farmer,"  which  we  have  before  alluded  to,  we  find  the  follow^ 
iog  advertisement : 

"  A  short  defence  hath  been  thought  necessary  agiunst  a 
violent  and  groundless  attack  upon  the  Flintshire  committer 
for  having  testified  their  approbation  of  the  following  dialogue^ 
which  hath  been  publicly  brsnded  with  the  most  injurious  epi- 
thets ;  and  it  is  conceived  that  the  sure  way  to  vindicate  this 
littla  tract  from  so  unjust  a  character,  will  be  as  publickly  to 
produce  it.  Tlie  friends  of  tlie  revolution  will  instantly  se^ 
that  it  contains  no  principle  which  has  not  the  support  of  the 
highest  authority,  as  well  as  the  clearest  reason. 

"  If  the  doctrine  which  it  slightly  touches,  in  a  manner  suited 
to  the  nature  of  the  dia1<^ue,  be  "  seditious,  treasonable,  and 
diaboUcal ;"  Lord  Somers  was  an  incendiary,  Locke  a  traitor, 
and  the  Convention  Parliament  a  Fande^nonium ;  but  if  those 
names  are  the  glory  and  boast  of  England,  and  if  that  Con- 
Tention  secured  our  hberty  and  happiness,  then  the  doctrines 
in  question  are  not  only  Just  and  rational^  but  constitutional  and 
taltdaiy,  and  the  reproachfijl  ^ithets  belong  wholly  to  the 
^tem  of  those  who  so  grossly  misapplied  them." 

VoL  V.  is  wholly  occupied  about  Nadir  Shah,  or  Chagk. 
VoL  VI.  consists  partly  of  Indian  Uterature,  and  partly  of  the 
Eeesy  oa  the  I^w  of  Bailments^  in  which  the  auUior  pifys  a 
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jostlj  merited  compliment  to  the  learning,  industry,  and  in- 
g^iui^  of  the  Recorder  of  LiveipooL  We  also  here  find  an 
eUborste  inquiry  into  the  legal  modes  of  suppresung  riots ; 
and  a  qieech  to  the  assembled  inhabitants  of  London,  West- 
BiinBter,  and  Southwark,  May  38,  1 782,  in  favour  of  a  refonn 
of  parUament.  *'  It  is  true,"  observes  the  orator,  "  that  the 
^irit  of  the  constitution  ought  not  to  be  changed ;  it  is  /alse 
that  the  form  ought  not  to  be  corrected ;  and  I  will  now  de- 
monstrate, that  the  ^irit  of  onr  constitution  reqiures  a  re- 
presentation of  the  people,  nearly  equal,  and  nearly  universal." 

An  octavo  edition  of  this  work,  was  afterwards  published  by 
Uie  late  John  Stockdale. 

In  178S,  Sir  William  (then  Mr.)  Jones,  published  a  "  Let- 
ter to  a  Patriot  Senator,"  which  includes  the  draft  of  a  bill  for 
*t  a  Constitutional  Representation  of  the  People."  Mr.  Nichol 
has  fully  ascertMned,  that  this  work  proceeded  from  the  pen 
of  the  subject  of  these  memoirs. 

The  "  Asylum  for  Fugitive  Pieces,"  also  contains  a  variety 
of  poetic^  effiuiom,  not  included  in  his  works;  but  attributed 
to  his  Muip. 
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The  Life  of  MARSHAL  NEV. 
DUKl  or  ELCHraaEN)  and  pi 

It  has  been  well  observed  by  a  French  .writer,  Uut  the  first 
words  comprehoided  by  a  child,  become  its  fint  ideas ;  that 
ihe  impresssions  resulting  &om  these  constitute  its  first  lenti- 
moits ;  and  that  these  impressions  consolidated  by  time^  at 
lc9igth  Sana  its  character.  The  native  of  a  warlike  country, 
bred  up  daring  a  revotationary  epoch ;  and  having  nothing 
around  him  but  the  sound  of  arms,  the  din  of  war,  and  the 
preparations  for  battle ;  tiiese  remarks  are  applicable  in  no 
common  d^ree,  to  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir. 

I£chael  Ney  was  bom  in  the  little  town  of  Sarre-Louii,  on 
the  confines  of  Lorraine^  January  10,  1769.  Being  alike 
destitute  of  profession  and  family  connections,  he  boihi 
jidded  to  his  favourite  passion,  whic^  was  an  ardent  desire  to 
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(fiitingnish  hinuelf  as  a  soldier ;  and  he  accordingly  entered 
die  r^imeDt  of  CoWel-General,  aa  a  simple  husear.  This 
young  man  lost  no  i^portuni^  to  signalize  bimseli';  and 
as  the  occaraons  were  at  that  time  frequent,  he  soon  passed 
through  all  tbe  intermediate  steps,  so  that  in  1792  he  became 
an  adjutant;  a  lieatenant in  1793;  and  in  1794  a  Captain.  It 
was  oiler  these  promotions,  that  he  was  first  noticed  by  Ge- 
neral Kleber,  who  attached  him  to  his  staff,  and  obtained  for 
him  the  rank  t^chefd'escadron. 

Ney  was  next  entrusted  with  the  command  of  a  corju  of 
pardzans,  a  body  capable  of  great  expoits  ;  bat  little  esteemed, 
however,  by  the  army,  as  they  do  not  receive  any  regular  pay, 
and  consequently  live  chiefly  on  plunder.  Such  a  syst^n  as 
this  is  still  but  too  frequently  practised  on  the  continent :  yet 
to  the  honour  of  the  British  character,  it  has  never  been 
adopted  by  us.  On  that  occasion,  this  young  soldier  d*  fortune 
distinguished  himself  both  by  the  valour  he  displayed,  and  the 
stratagems  he  recurred  to,  for  the  purpose  of  traversing  the  ene- 
my's lines,  catting  off  their  supplier  and  disturbing  thdr  canton- 
ments. At  the-aame  time  he  had  good  seme  enough,  toperc^ve 
that  his  education  had  been  neglected ;  and  he  accordingly  em- 
ployed every  moment,  not  demanded  by  his  professional  avoca- 
tions, in  study.  Inadditi<m  to  this,  he  was  at  great  pains  to  cor- 
rect his  German  accent;  and  at  kngth  learned  both  to  speak 
and  write  Frendi  with  all  the  purity  of  a  native. 

In  1796,  while  serving  in  the  army  of  the  ^mbre  and 
MeuK^  Ney  exhibited  multiplied  proo&,  both  of  his  personal 
courage,  and  good  conduct.  The  engagements  of  Alten- 
kirchen,  Dierdorf,  Mtmtabaur,.  and  Bendorfi^  contribnted  sot 
a  little  to  extoid  his  r^utatic»).  It  is  said  that  on  one  occaaon, 
with  only  100  Cavalry,  he  made  3,000  infantry  prisoneirs  pf 
war,  and  obtained  possession  of 'Wirtzbourg,  with  an  immense  ' 
quantity  of  ammimition  and  provisions.  Two  days  after,  he 
attacked  and  vanquished  a  detachm^t  of  horse,  dotd)le  in 
number  to  his  own ;  and  if  we  are  to  believe  the  buB^ns  of 
Aiat  day,  after  passing  a  river,  the  buiks  of  which  were  iinecl 
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with  fourteen  cannon,  he  made  himself  matter  of  F(»'Bhaift, 
^though  defended  by  70  pieces  of  artiUeiy ;  on  this,  he  wag 
nominated  a  general  of  brigade. 

In  the  course  ^rf*  these  exploits,  many  emigrants  were-takm 
prisoners  by  him ;  but  he  always  contrived  to  dude  the  orders 
fi>r  shooting  them.  This  circumstance  gave  rise  to  an  observa- 
tion on  the  part  of  one  of  the  deputies  on  mission,  -who  ad- 
dressing himself  to  Kleber,  pointedly  remarked,  "  that  his 
&iend  Ney  always  conducted  himsdf  like  a  m&n  of  honour, 
both  during  the  combat,  and  after  the  victoiy ;  for  he  knew 
both  when,  and  how,  to  spill,  end  tq  spare  the  blood  of  bii 
countrymen !" 

So  great  had  his  reputation  now  become,  that  in  April 
1797,  he  commanded  the  French  cavalry,  at  ttie  battle  of 
Neuwied,  on  which  occasion  he  pierced  through  tlie  Austrian 
lines,  and  contributed  powerihlly  to  the  success-  of  that  day. 
Immediately  after  this  he  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  Y^essen, 
and  pursued  them  as  far  as  Steinberg ;  but  he  was  at  length 
obliged  to  retreat  in  the  fiice  of  a  inpmor  ibrc^  and  was 
taken  prisoner,  in  consequence  of  his  hone  felling  under  him* 
viiale  exposing  himself  like  a  common  soldier,  in  order  to  save 
a  piece  of  artillery.  General  Hoche  soon  obtained  t^efe  libera- 
tion by  exchange ;  and  on  returning  to  the  army  he  vras  im- 
mediately raised  to  the  rank  of  a  general  of  division. 

Soon  after  this,  he  repaired  to  Paris,  and  declared  against 
what  was  then  termed  Le  Parti  de  Clichy,  which  then  prevailed 
in  the  Couhcil  of  Ancients ;  but  this  is  the  only  time  that  we 
find  his  name  inscribed  in  the  political  annals  of  the  rerolu- 
lution.  Both  before  and  after  this  period,  he  strictly  ctm- 
fined  himself  to  his  military  functions. 

In  1799,  we  find  the  subject  of  this  memoir  serving  in  the 
army  of  the  Rhine,  and  commanding  the  cavalry  at  the 
battle  of  Thur,  which  was  fought  on  the  26th  of  May.  On 
the  third  of  Novanber,  he  distinguished  himself  by  a  singular 
exploit,  which  conveys  some  idea  of  hit  military  character. 
Thft  dtyof  Manheim,  separated  fiom  die  Frendi  army  bythe 
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Rhine,  was  at  that  period  defended  by  a  numerous  garriwiif 
and  began  to  be  considered  as  the  key  of  Gemuaiy,  on  that 

partofdiefroDtJers.  Both  on  this  and  other  accounts,  it  became 
hi^y  desirable  for  die  French  to  obtain  possession '  of  it, 
more  espedally  as  it  was  situated  in  a  fertile  country,  capable 
cf  affording  subsistence  for  their  troops;  and  would  asset 
than  at  the  same  time  in  their  incurdras  (m  ibe  other  side  of 
tiie  river.  Finding  that  this  object  was  not  to  attained  by 
ordinary  means,  stratagem  was  therefore  resorted  to.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  General,  disguising  himself  in  a  FruBsJan 
dress,  crossed  ihe  Rhine  during  the  night,  found  means  to 
enter  the  town,  and  after  examining  all  the  posts  and  avenues 
in  person,  returned  without  discovery,  being  chiefly  indebted 
for  his  safety,  to  the  fiidlity  with  which  he  craiversed  in  the 
German  language.  Fercriving  that  numbers  would  only  em- 
barrass and  betray  him,  he  selected  one  hundred  and  fifty 
soldiers^  who  resolved  to  risk  their  lives  in  such  on  extraordi- 
nary enterprise ;  and  with  this  feeble,  but  gallant  detachment, 
he  e^cted  a  passage  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  At  elevm 
be  had  attacked  and  carried  all  the  advanced  works ;  and  the 
Governor,  having  imprudently  commanded  a  sally,  he  repulsed 
the  enemy,  entered  the  gate  along  with  the  fugitives,  in  conse- 
qu^ice  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  actually  obtained 
possession  of  die  city  before  the  numbers  of  the  assailants 
were  discovered. 

In  1 800,  he  was  entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  left  vring  of 
the  armyof  the  Rhine ;  and  at  Worms  and  Frankenthal,  is  re- 
pwted  to  have  conducted  himself  with  equal  abili^  and  ardour. 
On  June  the  6th,  he  fought  the  batde  of  the  Iller,  <hi  which  oc- 
casion he  took  possesion  of  all  the  enemy's  artillery.  Soon  after 
thiS]  we  find  bim  in  possession  of  Francfort  and  Stnt^nard;  and 
^so  reajnng  new  laurels  at  the  batde  <^  Zurich,  in  which  die 
Anstrians  were  once  more  defeated. 

The  GaienJ,  after  this,  served  both  under  Maasena  in  Swit^ 
zeriand,  and  Moreau  in  Germany.  In  1802,  Bon^arte,  then 
first  Consulj  by  way  of  testifying  his  esteem,  and,  perhi|u. 
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also,  with  aviev  of  lUtaching  this  riuDg  officer  to  hii  intereBts, 
preseDted  him  with  a  superb  I^ptian  sabre ;  s  circumstanoe 
trifling  in  itseF,  but  attended,  as  will  be  Been  hereafter,  with 
the  most  fetal  results. 

At  the  peace  of  LuneVille,  Ney  was  appointed  Inspectoi> 
General  of  Cavalry.  Scarcely  had  he  received  orders  for 
this  purpose,  than  Bonaparte  sent  him  into  Switzerland,  as 
Minister  Plenipotentiary;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  former 
became  tirst,  mediator  between  the  contending.  Cantons; 
and  then,  for  a  while,  the  stde  arbiter  of  their  destinies. 

On  his  recall,  after  completing  the  object  of  his  mission,  the 
General  assumed  the  command  of  the  anny  of  Compi^;ne. 
He  then  removed  to  the  camp  of  Boulogne,  where"  an  immense 
body  of  troops  was  posted,  under  the  vaunting  and  ridiculous 
pretence  of  invading  England. 

The  moment  that  Bonaparte  assumed  fhe  tide  of  Emperor, 
he  immediately  conferred  on  Ney  the  rank  and  dignity  of 
Marshal  of  the  empire.  In  1 804,  he  was  also  nominated  a 
Ch'and  Officer  of  the  7th  cohort  of  the  L^ion  of  Honour. 
Nearly  at  the  same  time,  he  was  decorated  with  the  ribband, 
and  created  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Christ  in  Portugal 

On  the  renewal  of  the  wai-  in  Germany,  the  army  lately  en- 
camped on  the  sea-coast,  traversed  France  with  astrniishing 
expedition,  chiedy  by  means  of  carriages  prepared  for  the  oc- 
casion; and  in  ISOii,  it  once  more  crossed  the  Rhine.  On  his 
arrival  in  Germany,  Marshal  Ney  fought  the  memorable  battie 
which  conferred  on  him  die  title  of  Duke  of  Elchingen,  AAer 
the  capitulation  of  Ulm,  he  repaired  to  the  Tyrol  with  30,000 
men,  by  means  of  which  he  obliged  the  Archduke  John  to 
evacuate  that  country.  He  then  entered  Carinthia,  'where  be 
remained  imtU  the  peace  of  Presbourg. 

On  the  rupture  with  Prussia  in  1 806,  we  find  this  bold  and 
active  officer  occupying  a  strong  position  between  Bamberg 
and  Amberg.  At  the  battle  of  Jena,  fought  on  the  14th  of 
October,  he  commanded  the  6th  corps,  forming  the  right  wing 
of  the  French  army  under  Soult,  after  which,  Magdebui^  ca- 
pitulated to  him. 
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The  Kussian  army  alone,  now  presented  a  front  to  tfae 
French.  But  General  Beningsen  was  at  length  forced  bj 
Marshal  Ney,  to  repass  the  Pregel ;  who  also  proved  victori- 
ous at  De[^n,  on  which  occasion  the  celebrated  Flatoffwas 
taken  prisoner.  At  length,  the  battle  of  Fredland  put  an  end 
to  the  campaign ;  and  the  war  was,  for  a  while,  terminated  by 
the  peace  of  Tilsit 

But  the  cessation  of  hostihties  in  the  North  was  only  a 
signal  for  the  commencement  of  a  new,  and  far  more  sangui- 
nary war  in  the  Soutli.  Bonaparte,  blinded  by  vanity  and 
ambition,  and  instigated  l^  a  career  hitherto  almost  uniformly 
victorious,  in  a  luckless  hour,  determined  on  new  conquests. 
Accordingly,  those  gallant  solders  who  had  survived  the  vic- 
tories of  the  Fregel  and  the  Oder,  were  now  devoted  to  pcaid 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ebro  and  the  Tagus. 

Ney,  on  this  occasion,  was  not  suffered  to  repose  in  France. 
Hastening  to  the  scene  of  action,  in  the  autumn  of  1808,  he 
rushed  into  a  conflict  entirely  new  to  him,  the  dangers  of  which 
were  incalculable ;  tor  the  enemy  always  proved  most  fonnid- 
able,  when  unseen  and  unheard  of.  The  National  Junto, 
whicli  then  excrdsed  the  government  of  Spfun,  in  the  name  of 
Ferdinand  VII.,  had  by  tliis  time  organized  a  r^ular  resist- 
ance ;  and  the  Generals  CastanoS  and  Palafox  occupied  strong 
positions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tudela,  where  the  Marshal 
ettadced,  and  would  have  annihilated  them,  but  for  the  impe- 
tuosity of  his  colleague,  Lannes. 

Afler  this,  he  received  orders  from  Bonaparte  to  march 
against  Madrid ;  while  the  latter,  soon  afl»,  j  took  advantage 
of  the  new  war  with  Austria,  to  leave  a  country  in  which  he 
despaired  to  gather  any  laurels,  £h%viously  to  this  event,  Ney 
liad  an  interview  with  the  Emperor,  and  frankly  told  him,  in 
the  presence  of  his  own  staS,  "  that  it  was  not  with  an  army, 
but  a  whole  people  they  had  now  to  contend ;  and  that  he 
augured  ill  of  the  termination  of  the  present  conflict"  Tbe 
other  frankly  confessed,  that  the  "  people  were  fiuwd'ciBed  by 
die  pnests ;  and  Ihat  Spain  had  become  the  Vendie  of  France; 
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yfit,  notwithstanding  this,  he  had  subdued  the  one,  and  would 
soon  put  an  end  to  the  other." 

But  although  Ney  disapproved  of  the  war,  he  nevertheless 
did  every  thing  In  his  power  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  conclu- 
sion. Accordingly,  he  made  a  forced  march  to  Benevento* 
with  intention  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  English ;  but  the 
gallant  General  Mooie  had  by  this  time  reached  the  passes  of 
Galicia;  while  Rmnans  sheltered  the  wreck  of  hia  army 
among  the  mountains  of  Puebla  de  Sanabria. 

Meanwhile,  Marshal  Soult  was  obliged  by  Liord  Wellington 
to  evacuate  Portugal ;  soon  after  which  he  formed  a  junction 
with  Ney.  But  they  were  unable  to  accomplish  any  thing 
worthy  of  their  reputation,  the  people  being  greatly  indignant 
at  this  unjust  invasion,  and  nobly  preferring  death  itself,  to 
subjugation  to  a  foreign  yoke. 

Massena  *  being  now  invested  with  the  command,  sent  the 
Marshal  to  besiege  Ciudad-Bodrigo,  who  took  possession  of  it, 
after  a  gallant  reaistaiQc^  fuid  granted  his  life  to  the  Governor, 
and  a  capitulation  to  tlie  garriecai,  although  neither  had  been 
stipulated. 

In  the  midst  of  these  proceedings,  the  Anglo-Portagucse 
army,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Wellington,  occupied  the 
fonoidable  heights  of  Sierra  de  Buzaco.     Massena,  so  cele- 

"Minhal  Muieniwii  bom  in  the  irBmedl»le  liciniiyof  Ni«,  and  ni  oiiginaUj  i  »ulj- 
•luin  officer  ID  ihr  *nn]'  of  ilte  King  of  Sudinii.  HelmmeiliaicljJQiDEdtliEFKDcli  umj 
tblt  iDTiiled  hit  nstive  country,  ind  proreil  highly  EeiviceBble  to  the  conqueion,  in 
cODMqacnce  of  hii  lool  Icnowledge.  In  ■ddition  to  ibis,  he  loon  diiplajed  cDniidenble 
pioleHioiul  ulenti  ilio  I  tnd  diitii^Uhed  himself  in  auch  ■  manner,  that  we  find  him 
acting  a>  a  General  of  Brigade  in  1 7  93. 

In  1791,  he  cammanded  the  light  wing  of  the  "  Armj  of  Iialj,"  and  defeated  Uh 
Analriani  both  ai  Vado  and  Tenano. 

In  I79S,  he  coniiibuted  ^wecrullj'  (o  (he  succeuei  of  DoDaparte,  and  it  wai  he  «4iO 
fint  took  poue«ion  of  Milan  and  Vecona.  - 

But  Maatena  afiermuda  received  gome  lerere  dwda,  and  i[  waa  alleged  that  he  wu 
ntUtlj  incapable  of  acting  as  a  Coaunandei  in  Chief.  Yet  hii  cuipaign  in  Swlt^ 
xetland  aened  to  coniradkl  ihia  opinion,  as  he  beat  the  Aichduke  Claries  befbn 
Zutieh,  and  loon  ^ler  routed  the  Busian  anaj  audi r  Korsakoir. 

Dniing  hit  commaDd  in  Spain,  honevei,  he  added  but  little  to  the  reputation  obtain- 
•d  bjp  him  during  hia  brilliant  defeoce  of  Genoa;  and  ii  noR  uniallj  coiuideied  on  iha 
CiMtiaaitu  a  Genual  of  the  tecond  claM. 

The ^Unhil]  irhDiiiiimieiuelj  rich,  la  na«mthed«cliiwofiile,aiidDeftr1}' blind. 
II   2 
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brated  for  his  campaigns  in  Italy,  instead  of  attempting  te  tout 
their  flanks,  as  proposed  by  Ney,  in  express  opposition  to  the 
formal  protest  of  that  ofGcer,  marched  agwist  the  front.  Hav- 
ing felled,  as  was  f<H'escen,  in  consequence  of  the  steady  bra^ 
very  of  the  Allies,  the  Commander  in  Chief  was  forced  to  re- 
cur to  the  original  plan ;  on  which,  the  enemy  retired  slowly, 
and  in  good  order,  to  the  inexpugnable  chain  of  mountains 
called  Torres  VedraSt  between  the  sea  and  the  Tagus. 

Massena  made  many  spirited  but  inefiectual  attempts  to  cross 
this  river ;  he  then  tried  to  draw  out  the  English  by  offering  them 
battle ;  but  he  fait^  in  both.  Famine,  in  addition  to  disease 
notf  produced  the  most  frightfol  ravages  in  his  army,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wise  precaution  adopted  by  the  inhabitants,  to 
destroy  all  their  provisions.  At  the  approach  of  the  French, 
the  men  retired  into  the  mountains  with  their  flocks ;  while 
the  women,  the  children,  the  nuns,  and  the  monks,  fled  to  Lis- 
bcHi.  The  invaders,  finding  a  complete  desert  around  them, 
without  BO  mudi  as  an  ass,  a  mul^  a  goat,  or  a  cow,  to  be 
seen,  prepared  for  a  retreat ;  and,  as  usual,  the  command  <A 
the  rear-guard,  on  which  the  safety  of  all  depended,  was  en- 
trusted to  Ney.  His  conduct  on  this  occasion,  attracted  the 
attention  and  applause  of  both  friends  and  foes ;  but  his  s^rit- 
ed  remonstrances  to  Massena,  induced  the  latter  to  order  the 
Marshal  home ;  itnd,  at  the  same  time,  he  transmitted  serious 
charges  against  him  to  Bonaparte,  on  the  score  of  insubordi- 
nation. 

The  Emperor,  as  if  to  obliterate  the  injustice,  impolicy,  and 
ill  success  of  the  Spanish  war,  now  meditated  an  invasion  of 
Kussia,  partly  with  a -view  cf  forcing  that  power  to  join  the 
continental  confederacy  against  England,  and  partly  with  the 
h(^  of  concealing  his  late  reverses  under  a  blaze  of  glory. 

Having  assembled  an  immense  army  for  this  purpose,  he 
commenced  his  march  for  the  ancient  capital  of  Moscow ;  ^d 
Ney,  on  this  occasion,  was  placed  along  with  Murat,  at  the 
head  of  a  most  formidable  advanced  guard.  The  former  distin- 
gnished  himself,  as  usual,  at  tlie  cftpture  of  Smoloisko ;  and  the 
most  auapidoua  results  being  now  [ntignosticatedt  Btmapart^ 
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as  if  misled  by  his  destinies,  ccmlinued  his  march  at  the  very 
moment  whai  it  would  have  been  but  an  act  of  commen  pru- 
dence to  have  passed  the  winter  in  Poland.  On  assembling  a 
council  of  war,  to  demand  the  opinions  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers, Ney,  in  conformity  to  his  character,  addressed  the  Em- 
peror as  follows ; 

"  Sire !  -—  The  present  war  appears  to  me  extraordinary  in 
its  nature.  The  Russians  never  fought  before  with  such  in- 
trepidity f  and  you  have  hitherto  overcome  the  enemy  by  the 
superiority  of  your  manceuvres  alone.  But  the  grand  army  is 
as  yet  unsubdued;  and  we  have  still  a  hundred  leagues  to 
march  b^re  we  reach  Moscow.  The  whole  country  being 
covered  with  immmse  forests,  and  destitute  of  cities,  nay,  al- 
most of  villages,  how  shall  we  obtain  provisions,  even  for  fifty 
thousand  men  ?  What  is  to  become  of  our  wounded  ?  How 
shall  we  be  able  to  keep  up  our  communications  with  Wilna? 
It  is  my  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  army  ought  to  establish 
itself  on  the  banks  of  the  Dwina,  aud  the  Dnieper,  while  ve 
occupy  Smolenskp,  and  its  vicinity,  with  a  strong  advanced 
guard.  What  we  found  in  Spain,  ought  to  teach  us  what  a 
nation  is  enable  of,  when  animated  by  fanaticism,  the  love  of 
country,  and  an  attachment  to-  their  Prince !  Instead  of 
marching  to  Moscow,  which  is^equally  hostile  to  the  interests 
•  of  your  Majesty,  either  now  or  hereafter,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
we  ought  to  wait  for  the  enemy  here :  they  will  assuredly  come 
in  search  of  us  in  this  very  spot :  you  will  then  extdrminate 
tliem,  as  at  Austerhtz;  after  which,  you  will  be  master  of  the 
destinies  of  the  universe."  The  Marshal  was  opposed,  on  this 
occasion,  by  Caulincourt  *,  who  had  been  employed  on  a  di- 
plomatic mission  in  Russia.     The  latter  proposed  the  lihera- 

■  CaHlincoaTli  by  Uiuhing  himieirtothc  foituno  of  Bonapsrtr,  panicipit(d,fbr  t 
while,  in  hJi  gloij  ind  snecess  I  ind  berune  Duke  of  Vicei^ia,  Grand  Mvier  of  the 
Han«>  inAmbuiulorfrDin,  ind  BCenGJenTial  arlvis'^r  lo  ibe  Emppror.  H«  m,  ac- 
'  cocdinglj,  coniuliedon  illereBCindniiicil  eventi ;  i  circumiiance,  perhap,  that  huoc- 
cubned  hli  being  genenlly  Herujed  u  the  chief  intiniinent  Mnploycd  in  the  Kiiiire 
■nd  executiDD  of  the  aofartuuatc  Dae  D'Enehien.  It  is  but  fair,  howerci,  to  add,  that 
Iwhu  (onituitly  and  eiplieiti;  dcDinl  ihiiebirje  i  pinicularlj  in  iheeouneof  hii  cgc- 
mputdmcB  aith  the  Duka  of  Wellingion,  during  the  £nt  ct^UilituiD  of  Puii, 
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tion  of  the  peasantty,  &e  a  sure  mode  of  sDCCesB ;  and,  at  the 
sometime  flattered  the  ruling  paeBion  of  the  Emperor,  bybail- 
ing  the  present  as  the  most  glorious  period  of  his  life.  An. 
advaoced  movement,  and  a  pitched  battle,  wat  the  result ;  and 
I^cy  having  pierced  the  enemy's  lin^  and  contributed  greatly 
to  the  victory,  obtained  the  title  of  Prince  of  Moskowa. 

The  capture  of  the  ancient  capital  of  Russia,  the  retrograde 
march  of  the  French,  the  fitmine,  the  miseries,  the  disorder^ 
the  diseases,  and,  above  all,  the  disorganization  that  ensued, 
are  well  known  to  the  public.  On  this  occasion,  howerer,  the 
Marshal  evinced  his  usual  courage,  and  contributed  not  a  little 
to  save  the  remains  of  this  once-numerous  army,  the  esc^ie 
of  any  part  of  which  appeared  to  be  miraculous.  Bonaparte^ 
on  <»ie  occasion,  embraced  hidi  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  ex- 
claimed aloud,  —  "  That  he  less  lamented  the  loss  of  his  troops, 
as  the  audacious  and  enterprising  Duke  of  Elchingen  rranained 
safe!" 

Ail  Europe,  astonished  at  this  sudden  change  in  the  con- 
dition of  France,  prc^osticated  her  downikll.  She,  who  had 
hitherto  acted  constantly  cm  the  offensive,  was  nqv  forced  to 
fly  before  three  Russian  armies.  The  Austrians  b^m  already 
to  hesitate;  Hamburgh  and  Berlin  were  tmce  more  occupied 
by  the  enemy ;  the  King  of  Prussia,  delivered  from  subjecticn, 
was  at  the  head  of  a  resolute  Dody  of  troops ;  while  -  Marat, 
to  whom  Bonaparte  had  entrusted  the  command  of  the  lugi- 
-  tives,  had  himself  fled  in  disguise  to  Naples,  and  left  the  Prince 
Viceroy "  at  the  head  of  broken  squadrons  and  discomfited 
l^ons. 

The  Emperor,  however,  whose  power  and  popularity  seemed 

*  Eugene  dcBekuhuntoi  ii  ihe  onlyi<ni  o[  the  liie  Empiew  Jca^hint,  bj  M.  de 
Bemhuiu^,  ■  noblEiiKn  of  aa  inciciit  and  noble  fiinilj',  irlio  i>u  tdihi  ctueIU  uhI  ob- 
jull^pot  lodrath,  mrrrljfniiD  tbegua[ncHH]  of  being  UlirbcdloLoiuiXVI.;  innn- 

Tlu  wIidIc  of  hia  childreD  Hcrc  adopted  bj  Bonipute,  on  bit  maTrii)^  wiih  theii 
mother  j  ami  Eugeiu,  ■bile  u  jei  a  buy,  acconpanied  him  to  Egjp.  Hoioe  dii- 
(lisyed  roDiiderable  milliuy  iijeaii,  he  mu  enmuted  with  the  command  of  ihc  Temmirt 
or  the  French  timy  near  Wilna,  iTin  iu  ntreu  fnim  Mokot,  acd  condnctad  himtelf 
with  great  lUlitiei  oa  (hit  raon  u]iDg  occtrioa.  He  ii  the  hmbuKl  of  Aaiilia-Aiigian, 
Fiioceu  of  Bivtiit. 
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n  yet  unshali^)  obtained  new  supplies  of  men  and  mon^  } 
■nd  raised  the  hopes,  as  well  as  gratiiied  the  vanity,  of  the 
nation,  by  resorting,  as  usual,  to  magnificent  promises.  He 
tiieo  invested  his  consort,  Marie-Louis^  with  the  reg^cy;  left 
Paris  on  the  15tl) ;  and  opened  the  campaign  on  the  2Sth  of 
April,  1813.  Marshel  Ney,  on  this  occasion,  repassed  the 
Saale,  at  the  head  of  ftir^  thousand  men,  and  drove  the  Allies 
back  on  Leipaick.  AAer  a  short,  but  bloody  contest,  Bona- 
parte once  more  entered  Dresden,  on  the  8th  of  May,  and 
threw  a  bridge  across  the  Elb^  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
ci^.  ' 

The  French  army  soon  after  passed  the  Spree,  and  ibught 
the  battle  of  Bautzen ;  on  which  occasion,  Ney,  as  usual,  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  victory.  But  although  the  AUies 
had  retired  in  good  order,  yet  the  Emperor  of  Russia  now 
Biadeprc^xmtions  for  peace;  while  the  Emperor  of  Austria  o&r- 
ed  his  mediation ;  and  an  armistice,  for  some  time,  suspended 
all  further  hostilities.  In  consequence  of  this  palpable  mistake 
on  the  part  of  the  French,  Russia  and  Prussia  were  enabled 
to  bring  up  th^  respective  contingents ;  while  the  Sovereign 
of  Austria  prepared  to  declare  against  his  son-in-law.  Bema- 
dotte,  too,  more  anxious  to  obt^n  a  foreign  throng  than  to 
succour  his  countrymen,  soon  arrived  at  Stralsund,  with  thirty- 
thousand  Swedes,  * 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  the  Court  of  Vienna  joined  the 
coaUtion ;  and  the  Prince  of  Schwartz^iberg,  one  of  the  Aus- 
trian Generals,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Allies ;  while 
Moreau,  the  ancient  rival  of  Bonaparte  directed  all  the  ope* 
rations  of  the  combined  troops,  which  were  superior  in  cavalry,, 
but  inferior  in  iniantry,  to  their  opponents. 

Ney,  who  commanded  th&army  of  Silesia,  as  it  was  called, 
proved,  as  usual,  fortunate ;  but,  on  being  recalled  to  Dres- 
den, the  Duke  of  Tarentnm,  who  succeeded  him,  and  who  did 
not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  soldiery  to  the  same  extent, 
was  beaten  by  Blucher.  In  his  new  situation,  the  Marshal  as-  ' 
sisted  the  Eiiq)eror  in  the  defence  of  the  capital  of  Saxony ; 
and  was  present  at  the  battle  before  Dreedai,  in  which  Moresn 
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was  killed,'  and  the  Allies  obliged  to  retreat,  for  ie&r  of  bang 
cut  off  by  Vandamme."  But  that  General,  instead  of  beitig 
able  to  assist  the  grand  army,  allowed  himself  to  be  envdt^»ed 
among  the  mountains  of  Bohemia,  where  he  was  taken  pri- 
soner, with  the  loss  of  ten  thousand  men,  together  with  his 
baggage  and  artillery. 

Marshal  Ney,  having  now  become  the  most  prominent  cha> 
racter  in  the  whole  French  line,  was  appointed  to  replace  the 
Duke  of  Reggiof,  who  had  experienced  a  succession  of  checks 
and  dkflfiters,  while  opposed  to  the  troops  of  Beniadotte.  On 
his  arrival  at  head-quarters,  he  immediately  assumed  an  of- 
fensive attitude  and  attacked  the  left  wing  of  the  Prince  of 
Swedrai.  But,  op  tlfis  occasion,  the  centre  of  his  army  was 
beaten,  while  he  was  employed  elsewhere,  and  himself  reported 


itlive  of  Fitnch  FlsiuJen,  »ni  foot— a  s  noblt  hoiue  »i  CmccI, 
which  bu  b»n  nearly  HciiioiFd  by  the  Sojilitti  liace  ihc  latontiDii  of  Luuii  XVIII. 
Thli  Gencnl,  it  lb*  comiveacvitiRi.i  of  ihi  Btruluiian,  rniered  into  the  inDj,  »iil 
tint  ditiingulahnl  hinatW  u  Taroa,  Nicuport,  and  Menin,  placet  in  i!i<  immtdUie 
*!dnit|  of  the  ijicH  «h([e  ha  wu  born.  He  alio  acquired  coniideitble  rrpiiatioD,  both 
undtr  Jourdin  and  Mureau;  but  ibe  latter  no  at  Isn^ih  dis|ileued  with  hi>  conJuci,  and 
a  quarrel  eniueil,  in  conseiiuence  cf  nhlch,  h<  wu  obbged  lo  niihdiaw.    Ac^rdiug  to 

lliii  ciicunatanee  appean  lo  have  rendered  him  dear  to  Bimaparte,  then  therinluid 
snemf  uTMoregn,  alio  created  him  a  Count  of  the  empire.  He  ni  ouc  of  ibe  gtnccal 
offieara  who  compoied  the  viunied  "  Armj  of  England  ;"  and,  on  ihal  memorable  oe- 
cuioo,  acted  as  commandant  at  Boulngne, 

Having  fiirmeflj  diiiinguiabed  hinielf  in  Germanj,  the  Ex-Einperor,  who  aeema  to 
li»»e  greatly  ovar-nied  hit  lalenu,  employeil  liiin  for  Uk  pqrpo»e  of  eflecting  a  giax 
and  impuriani  manicuvre  agaiuit  ihe  Alliei,  in  which  be  caiD[ilctely  failed.  On  being 
uken  priioncr  bj  the  enemj,  the  Emperor  of  Ruaia,  with  an  unaecuaienied  degree  of 
tetnitj,  aenl  him  lo  Sibaia,  where  heappean  to  lia^  been  (reared  wiA  do  cantBign 
degree  of  hanbueM.  It  ii  impouible,  however,  tu  cunjecture  (he  reaion,  at  t>e  mo- 
tiTei  of  Hia  ImperlahMajesij,  who  poucuea  the  reputation  of  gitat  clemencj  and  mo- 
deration, have  never  been  dijclmed. 

t  Oudinotii  laiil  to  have  been  ibe  eon  sf  an  actor,  wIm  happened  to  be  proprietot 
ofoneof  thote  little  tliealrei  au  frequenlt;  to  be  met  wiih  in  the  Boalcvarda  at  Faik. 
It  ii  even  reported  bj  the  Royilim,  thai,  being  a  jouih  of  great  activiiy,  he  himaelf 
wai  DccatJonBlly  employ  xl  si  a  Harlequin  there  ! 

Be  thii  u  it  may,  we  find  him  acting  ai  one  of  the  republican  genenis,  and  con- 
naudinga  body  of  troopa  in  the  atiuy  of  the  Rliine,  duiiog  1796.  In  1799,  hewn 
nominated  chief  of  the  eldl-tnajor,  under  Mutcna,  during  hii  expedition  into  Italy; 
*ud.  In  coniequf  pce  of  hia  military  lalenu,  aoon  after,  h<  waa  adranced  lo  the  rank  of 
^Unbal  of  f nuce,  wd  Puke  cif  Reggio,  under  the  Bovsmmwit  ofBuinfane. 
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to  be  killed  in  the  action  at  Dennewitz.  Bemadotte  "  meiv- 
tions  this  rumour  in  his  bulletin,  dated  12th  Sept.  1813 ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  pays  a  high  compliment  to  the  talents  of  his 
opponent 

«  If  the  Prince  of  Moskowa  is  dead,"  observes  he,  "  the 
£mperor  Napoleon  has  lost  one  of  his  best  Captains :  accus- 
tomed to  war  on  a  grand  scale,  he  ha£  long  given  the  most 
eminent  proofs  of  his  rare  valour  and  consummate  talents. 
During  the  last  campaign  in  Russia,  it  was  be  who  saved  the 
French  army :  both  it  and  France  have  bestowed  tlm  honour- 
able testimony  on  him." 

The  bold  and  impetuous  character  of  the  Marshal  rendered 
him  inconsolable,  in  consequence  of  this  disaster.  He  was 
almost  tempted  to  quit  the  service;  and,  more  than  once,  had 
resolved  not  to  survive  his  defeat.  He  has  since  observed  to 
a  friend  :  "  If  I  did  not  make  use  of  my  pistols,  it  was  merely 
because  I  wished  to  rally  my  army  before  I  died."  During 
many  succeeding  days,  he  refused  all  nourishment:  he  was 
silent,  melanclioly,  and  reduced  to  a  state  of  absolute  despond* 
ency.  In  his  dispatch  to  Bonaparte,  who  had  commanded  the 
fatal  attack,  instead  of  concealing,  he  seemed  desirous  to  aug- 
ment his  late  disaster ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  bulletin 
was  altered. 

The  French,  immediately  after  this  defeat,  were  obliged  to 
fidl  back  on  Leipaic ;  and  at  the  battle  fought  there  a  few  days 

*  ficniidoHc  oualnji  conridrFCd  »  one  of  the  mott  <lial!iigauhe<[  oBicen  pioduud 
ituiiogihe  whole conne  of  <he  French  Rcvoluiion:  at  thecomnenCBmeniot  iihich,  he 
it  uid  to  htve  been  i  lergnnt!  In  1794,  be  had  ttuined  the  rank  of  GeoeTsl  of 
Ibigade,  in  the  ■rm]'  of  iKa  Sembre  tnd  Meuse  i  in  179it,  he  uquind  gnat  npita- 
tionon  the  Wki  of  >he  Rhine  j  but  the  column  under  bli  orrien  wag  st  length  itt- 
f^ttd,  mi  whifb  JauTdui,  who  commanded,  waa  obliged  to  reireet. 

Notwlihjiinding  ihij,  he  waj  tnttuiied  with  a  high  lUilon  in  the  army  of  Bonaparte 
in  ll>l]'i  indjuiiified  all  the  hopes  cnieitained  of  bim  by  thai  extiaordinarj  man.  Ber- 
nadotte  liteiiranl  rtpurol  lo  Vienna  in  the  chanctet  of  Ambaiudor,  and  waa  alio  Coi 
■omeiimcMinliteiuWai.  On  icliring  from  the  lait  office,  he  commuded  >  bod;  of 
tiDOpa  in  the  nsnb  ef  GcrmaD]'  i  and  bj  a  man  nnexpected  chain  irf'  tretiii,  mi  de- 
rlaied  ancceiioT  la  the  iSiredi*h  Moiurelif,  wiib  the  luk  oF  Frinee  Ro^i  hb  ■>»• 
Frinct  Owar,  beit^  at  the  lanie  tune  aominatcd  pnaiunplive  heir  to  the  ctowa.  Tu  te- 
oreliil  thione,  he  joined  vith  the  Alliei  agiint  Boaa)itRe  i  but  Looii  XVllI.  haa 
liiiheno  lefuaed  to  Kod  in  Mtbandoc  ki  ih«  oouit  of  Swckhtln. 
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after.  Hey  gaillaiilly  nuintamed  hia  pasitHm,  alUiou^  tb« 
wbole  Sason  anny  ireDt  orer  in  a  body  to  the  eaemy.  Tlie 
retreat  tliat  ensued,  vas  accompanied  with  drcomstaDces  ooi- 
nently  disastrous  to  the  French ;  and  the  Emperor,  with  great 
difficulty^  reached  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  accompanied  by  a 
miserable  remnant  of  the  grand  army. 

Immediately  after  this  Bonajiarte  repaired  to  his  capital 
for  the  esprew  purpose  of  re-organizing  his  troops  by  meaps  of 
freih  levies.  No  sooner  had  a  small  number  of  these  arrived 
at  head-quarters,  than  the  campaign  recommenced ;~  but  Ney 
^^nf^ing  no  more  than  6000  men  i^  Nancy,  was  obliged  to 
evacuate  that  city,  which  was  immediately  entered  by  the  Allies. 
At  this  period,  bU  the  troops  under  him,  joined  to  those  oi 
the  Marshals  Marmont  *  and  Victor  f ,  did  not  exceed  1 5,000 
men  I  Being  unable,  therefore,  to  goard  the  line  of  the  Meuse, 
they  were  obliged  to  take  post  behind  the  Mame. 

Soon  after  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  a  body  of  the  new  levies,  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  and  at 
Bnenne  surprised  Muvbal  Blucher  with  all  his  staff,  while 
at  dinner ;  but  th^  are  said  to  have  eect^wd  by  means  of  a 
back  stair-case,  a  feat,  until  then,  deemed  impossible  to  be 
effected  by  means  of  horses!  , 

Two  grand  divisions  of  the  allied  army,  were  now  in  fiill 
Btarch  for  Paris,  and  Bonaparte,  who  had  experienced  great 
losses,  was  obliged  to  evacuate  Troyes.  During  his  retreat, 
}iowever,  he  became  enabled,  in  consequence  of  a  masterly 
movement  effected  by  N^,  to  stop  the  propress  of  one  of  the 
columns,  under  General  Sacken,  whom  he  obliged  to  withdraw 
in  great  disorder.     Blucher,  who  had  marched  to  the  assis- 

*  MumODt  wu  fint  knevn  to  ihe  public  u  one  of  tlic  Aidca  dc  Camp  of  Bont- 
putr,  daring  ths  cHnpwgiw  of  Inlj.  On  the  Rturn  of  hu  dilef  from  S^p,  he 
HiiMad  in  tbe  KerolaiioD  ihtt  cmucd ;  aad  biviog  murried  ■  dtoghtei  of  M.  Pcne- 
gmt,  the  buiker  at  Farii,  be  mi  ilemed  hj  the  Eupeior,  to  the  nnli  of  Muibal  of 
Fnace,  iccocBfuied  iriih  lEe  title  of  Duke  of  Ragua. 

fi«nng  been  eDUmtiid  willi  the  defence  of  tbe  oafutil,  be  eatend  into  ■  tteatj  wiA 
the  Aiiat,  *Dd  iru  ■fttrwudi  publicly  acnued  bj  BuDapane  of  hirii^  hettrfad  him. 

t  VicMi  obBiaad  hia  firK  lancdi  in  Indf,  hana^  pvra  a  ligstl  detcat  to  Gencnl 
noranin  1797 r  indbRcd  WmoNrtotAeicAigtiaMaMaa.  Bow^mu  coined 
Ml  hiaidie  title  of  Duke  of  Bdluno, 
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tance  of  his  colleague,  also  eKpcrienCed  a  check;  but  he  fill 
back  in  good  order  on  Etoges,  by  forming  squares  of  infentry, 
which  the  French  cavalry  were  unable  to  pierce. 

The  other  army,  however,  which  was  commanded  by 
Schwartzenberg,  steadily  advanced  towards  the  capital,  and 
was  only  a  few  marches  distant  from  it,  when  Bonaparte  most 
unexpectedly  arrived,  engaged  it  at  Montereau,  and  obliged 
it  to  retreat  on  TVoyes,  which  city  he  himself  entered  next 
day  as  a  conqueror.  On  this  occasion  Ney  once  more  sig- 
nalized himself;  and  he  also  made  a  very  prcnninent  figure 
during  the  temporary  disasters,  that  forced  the  Allies  to ' 
retire  on  Laon.  Here  they  once  more  made  a  stand;  and 
Bonaparte  being  unable  to  force  this  strong  position,  wak 
in  his  turn  obliged  to  withdraw  to  Scnssons. 

On  the  l'9th  of  March,  1814,  the  French  Emi)eror  found 
himself  in  presence  of  the  whole  allied  army,  under  the.com- 
mand  of  Prince  Schwartzenberg,  near  to  Arcis-sur-Aube, 
which  was  drawn  out  in  battle  array.  At  first  he  had  an 
intention  to  acc^t  of  the  challenge,  and  achudty  formed  the 
line  for  that  very  purpose ;  but  on  recognizing  the  munerical 
superiority  of  the  enemy,  he  commenced  bis  retreat  towards 
Vitry  and  St.  Dizier,  with  the  hope  of  drawing  them  to  a 
distance  irom  his  capital,  and  then  cutting  off  their  cummn- 
nications  and  supplies.  TTiis  felse  step  decided  the  destiny 
»rf  France;  for  Schwartzenberg,  affer  detaching  a  body  of 
cavalry  in  pursuit,  effected  a  junction  with  the  army  of  Silesia, 
and  advanced  with  hasty  marches  towards  Paris. 

On  the  26di  of  March  Buonaparte  finding  a  poisition  b^ond 
St.  Dizier,  fiivourable  to  hia  views,  sent  an  Aide  de  Camp  to 
the  Marshals  Ney  and  Macdouald  *,  who  formed  his  rear- 

•  Marahsl  Mxrilaiiild  ii  of  ScmA  otraction,  his  ftlher,  who  wu  engigeJ  in  tfat 
Kbellionof  174s,  having  Uken  refuge  in  Fnnce,  whetthe  finallj  utiled  ind  mirried, 
Thii  Dflicer,  like  inanj  othen,  firsi  dialiiigui^ed  hinjKlf  in  ihe  I«lian  esmpiigiiii 
ndfiinlirenaiiwd  the  Tuik  of  ManhalaDdFeeroT  Fnnce. 

Oothe  ralontionof  LouiiXVIll.heUioktheonbof  Jlegiance  to  the  new  nv>- 
Duch,  ifhom  be  lEiennrdi  iccompinied  during  hii  lemponry  exile  into  Fl»inten,  Oh 
the  muni  of  lint  nxmndi  h«  became  Secmny  at  War ;  and  appean  to  hm  taken 
■n  ^(iie  pan,  both  agunat  Bompaiie  and  hli  adlUKDU. 
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guard,  in  order  to  obtain  information  of  the  probable  fiuce 
then  advancing  against  them,  which  he  supposed  to  be  the 
mam  body  of  the  enemy.  The  latter  replied,  that  his  op- 
ponents  consisted  of  about  10,000  cavalry;  but  the  former, 
who  had  divined  the  &tal  result,  observed,  it  was  his  opinion 
that  the  allied  army  was  in  fall  march  towards  the  cc4>ital  1 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  Empercn-  still  persisting  in  his 
hopes,  made  the  necessary  dispositions  for  action-;  as  several 
ef  the  other  generals  assured  him,  that  the  body  in  question 
was  the  van-guard  of  the  Allies.  Falling  back  again  npon 
Vassy,  where  the  Russian  cavalry  was  posted,  he  attacked  and 
forced  it  to  retire  in  disordar  on  Bar-sur-Omain.  While 
occupied  in  this  manner,  a  courier  arrived  frcnn  the  metrtqmlis, 
with  intelligence  that  the  enemy  was  no  more  than  five  leagues 
distant  &om  that  dty,  and  that  the  Marshals  Marmont  and 
Mortiet*,  who  had  been  driven  before  them,  were  making 
dispositions. for  the  defence  of  the  capital. 

On  this  he  instantly  advanced  with  his  whole  army  by  Pont- 
sur-Yonne  and-Moret.  However,  being  impatient  to  obtain 
tidings  of  what  was  doing  in  Paris,  he  quitted  his  guard  five 
leagues  from  Troyes,  and  on  his  arrival  at  a  hamlet  called  la 
Com-  deFrance,  between  Es^ne  and  Villejuif,  he  expedited  orders 
to  dispute  every  quarter  of  the  city  inch  by  inch,  promising  to 
arrive  to  its  succour,  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  at  the  head 
of  60,000  men.  But  the  General  Officers  did  not  receive  his 
dispatch  until  a  capitulation  had  actually  taken  place!  On 
learning  the  entry  of  the  allied  80va%igns,  he  sent  Caulin- 
court  with  ample  powers  to  n^^iate,  and  thai  repaired  to 
Fontaiuebleau,  where  he  concentrated  the  remnant  of  bit 
fi>rces. 

Meanwhile  his  Marshals  and  Great  Officers  trembled  at  the 
idea  of  a  civil  war,  and  began  already  to  consider  themselves 

■  Mniticr  wi)  originally  cducUid  (I  ihe  Engllih  CtiWege  «  Doiuj  ;  mihtA  Jont- 
dill  for  big  Khool-rclloiT.  He  won  dlitinguiilnd  liinndf  ip  iIm  French  arm},  ind 
dnriog  one  fttiod  comiuuidrd  la  Hinovcr.  Having  Krred  *lM>  in  ImIti  he  obu'iDtJ 
fniro  Buniptiie  ihe  nnk  of  Minlid,  lo  which  mu  alw  uwied  the  tiUa  kod  difniij 
ofDuktofTnTiio, 
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u  proscribed.  Bertliier  •,  accordingly,  after  having  consulted 
with  his  colleagues,  advised  Bonaparte  to  abdicate  the  throne, 
as  the  sole  mode  now  left  to  ensure  his  personal  safety ;  but 
this  proposition  was  listened  to  with  rage  and  indignation,  and 
be  was  obliged  to  withdraw.  The  Emperor  bad  conceived  a 
project  of  a  very  different  kind ;  this  was  to  march  straight 
to  Paris,  to  attack  the  Allies  posted  in  his  capital ;  and  force 
them  to  retreat.  He  accordingly  prepared  for  a  forward  move- 
ment towards  Essone,  and  liarangued  his  soldiers,  to  whom 
he  communicated  his  design. 

It  was  in  this  critical  state  of  affiiirs,  that  Ney,  after  de- 
manding an  audience,  is  said  to  have  addressed  bis  chief  with 
his  usual  frankness,  in  the  foUowing  terms : 

*'  You  are  no  longer  Emperor,  Sir !  Here  is  the  act  of  the 
legislature,  pronouncing  you  to  have^  forfeited  all  right  to  the 
throne ;  and  we  cannot  answer  for  the  submission  of  troops 
over  whom  all  our  authority  has  ceased."  He  was  seconded 
on  this  occasion  by  I^ebre  f ,  who  reminded  Buonaparte,  that 
the  senate  had  passed  a  solemn  decree  against  him.     After  a 

•  Manhal  B«ithier,  Prioce  of  Nenfttutel  >nd  Wtgnm,  mnd  Vice-CbiDMllM  «f 
France  during  ihe  iiuitence  of  ths  Imperial  goieninitnt,  had  oblunid  a  high  nnli  in 
^e  loij  in  the  lime  dF  the  ancient  governuwnt. '  He  wu  an  officer  who  poagaied 
gnax  military  itlenu,  and  waa  ■ceordingl;  placed  by  BoMjarte  at  the  head  of  hia  ataff ; 
and  (0  him  wag  chie6y  conBded  the  orpuiization  of  the  icoopa,  and  the  aider  of  battle- 
Many  of  (be  victoriea  of  the  latter  hive  been  attributed  aclelj  to  hia  ttdeota  and 


When  the  Ei-GmpercH'  retired  to  the  iaiuid  of  ERui,  Beithier  irai  received  Into  tb* 
Mivke  of  Iduii  JCVIIl.  but  he  k«idi  to.hare  declined  all  publlciiy.  Since  that  period 
he  ia  laid  to  hm  died  amMenljr  in  German]',  in  eomequence  at  m  fiUtJnm  a  TBantmn; 
j*t  as  thia  circumatanea  wM  never  aaiiiEictoiily  explained,  it  la  aaid  to  baTC  engendered 
iloubu  u  'u  the  fiul  itielf  upon  the  couiiitenl)  acd  it  haa  been  alated  in  ■  teceu 
publlcBlipn,  that'he  waa  tctuslly  murdered. 

■f-  Manhal  Lefebre,  Duke  of  Dsntiick,  waa  a  aergeaat  in  the  French  guard*  anleriar 
to  the  Revolution.  He  afiirwardi  rote  to  the  rank  of  Genenl  oF  Diviiian  in  the  Re- 
publican troops,  and  Krved  incceauTely  in  the  a^miei  of  the  Simbre  and  the  Mtuae, 
where  he  Jiatii^lahed  bimMlf  durjilg  iJie  yean  1794,  S,  6,  and  7. 

Jourdan,  hoirever,  alttlbuted  to  bloi  the  defeat  he  received  by  the  (bnner  in  Sirabia, 
but- he  fully  jua  tilled  hie  conduct- 
Having  aiai^ied  Bonapaile  in  hia  Gnt  luurpation,  he  became  one  of  hli  confidential 
officera.  He  waa  accDrdlngly  emplojed  on  a  variety  of  initial  arcaaiona,  and  in  con- 
.aequcDcc  oFthi*pajcon*j;e  he  became  a.member  of  the  Conierratiie  Senate,  a  Marshal, 
.and  «  Dnke. 
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thort  pause,  Buonaparte  having  consented  to  abdicate  in 
&vour  of  the  King  of  Rome,  Ney,  Macdonald,  and  Caulin- 
court,  ooce  nunre  set  c^  for  Paris,  with  the  instrument  in 
question. 

The  event  of  the  cooferenee  with  the  allied  monarch^,  ia 
veil  known ;  and  the  accession  c^  the  Ex-Emperor  to  the  terras 
preecribed  by  them,  has  long  since  become  a  subject  fix 
history;  On  the  12th  of  April  the  Count  d'Artoia  Altered 
Paris,  and  on  his  arrival  at  the  barriers,  Ney,  Duke  of  "Ei- 
chingen,  and  Prince  of  Moskowa,  at  the  bead  of  the  Marshals 
of  France,  advancing  towards  him,  spoke  as  follows: 
"  Monseigneur  ! 
"  I  have  at  length  the  honour  to  address  your  Royal  High- 
ness, in  behalf  of  my  companions  in  arms.  We  have  hitherto 
served  with  zeal,  a  government  which  commanded  our  exer- 
tions, in  the  name  of  France.  His  Majesty  shall  now  find 
with  what  fide^ty  and  devotedness,  we  intend  to  serve  our 
lawfiil  sovereign." 

While  Bonaparte  was,  on  his  journey  towards  Elba, 
Louis  XVIII.  deemed  it  politic  to  conciliate  the  chi^  officers 
of  an  army  which  was  greatly  discoi^tented  at  the  late  events, 
and  wished  but  for  an  opportunity  to  overturn  the  Bourbons, 
whom  they  had  been  taught  to  consider  both  aa  tbreignav 
and  as  enemies.  Marshal  Ney  was  not  forgotten  upon  tibe 
present  occasion.  He  was  immediately  nominated  Cms- 
inander-in-Chief  of  the  Royal  Cuirassiers,  Dragoons,  Chas- 
seurs, and  Light  Horse  Lancers ;  a  Knight  (^  St.  ]^.ouis ;  a 
Pe«T  of  France;  and  Governor  of  the  Sixth  MiKtary  Division. 
It  was  the  King  himself,  who  in  person  and  with  his  own 
band  conferred  the  ribband  and  star  of  the  above  order,  saA 
who  received  the  oath  of  fidelity. 

N^  now  retired  to  the  bosom  of  his  &mily,  aa  his  military 
career  appeared  to  be  terminated.  But  he  had  been  bred  in 
camps,  and  was  habituated  fi^m  his  youth  to  ccgjpmand ;  so  that 
it  was  difficult  for  a  man  like  him  to  become  all  of  e  sudden  a 
good  and  loyal  citizen ;  for  he  had  been  accustomed  to  brave 
death  duly^  and'  seemed  to  delist  in  Aan^ssn,  A  life  of  tian- 
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qi^ty  appeared  ifrkrame,  and  eveii  odiooe ;  and  yet  he.  seined 
h^^y  in  all  hiB  domestic  relatioiu,  for  he  was  at  this  period, 
both  a  husband  and  a  fiither. 

In  1810,  the  Manhal  had  espoused  one  of  the  daughters  of  ~ 
Madame  Aagm4,  fittme-de-^han^re  of  Marie  Antoinette,  oral- 
sort  of  Louis  XVI.  Educated  at  court,  his  vik  had  conceived 
during  her  iniancy  certain  ideas  of  grandeur,  which  the  rank 
of  3SarecAale  at  a  more  mature  period  of  life,  enabled  her  to 
realize.  An  excellent  education,  added  to  an  etu-ly  introduc- 
tion into -good  company,  roidered  her  at  once  the  delight  and 
ornament  of  society.  She  was  fond  of  luxury,  and  her  hotd, 
which  was  furnished  in  the  first  style  of  elegance,  was  now  fre- 
quented  by  all  the  pet^le  of  &shion  in  the  ct^itaL  On  the 
other  hand,  the  simple,  soldier^like  manners  of  her  husband, 
made  him  studiously  avoid  these  entatainments ;  and  n4iile  she 
was  doing  the  honours  of  his  house,  and  presiding  at  a  roagu* 
ficent  repast,  he  frequaitly  dined  by,  himself  and  mminaled  on 
the  sanguinary  (xsnbats  wtuoh  he  had  witnessed  on  the  ba^CB 
of  the  Tagus ;  or  the  freezing  bivouacs  he  had  endured  on  the 
shores  of  the  Borystbcaies. 

His  fortmie,  althou^  &r  from  being  contemptible,  was  yet 
inferior  to  that  of  most  of  his  colleagues.  It  consisted  of  the 
Hotel  Saisseral  at  Paris,  which  cost  him  300,000  francs ;  and 
the  furniture  was  valued  at  an  equal  sum.  He  had  purchased 
the  estates  of  Cordeaux  and  Frennevilk^  for  1,100,000 franks; 
and  what  is  not  a  lif  tie  remarkable,  all  these  properties  werepa- 
trimoniali  for  he  would  never  buy  any  of  the  lands  or  houses  «^ 
pertainmg  to  the  emigrants  I  On  the  other  hand,  his  debt! 
amounted  to  half  a  million  of  francs. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  January,  1815,  a  period  when  all 
persons  of  high  distinction  crowded  towards  the  capital,  that 
Marshal  Ney  retired  to  his  country-seat ;  where  he  Uved  by 
himself  in  entire  sohtude,  daring  (he  space  of  nine  or  ten  weeks; 
during  which  period  he  had  little  or  no  communication  with  the 
CBpitnl.  On  the  6th  of  March,  an  Aid  de  Camp,  dispatched 
Iqr  the  Minister  at  War,  found  him  at  Cordeaux,  and  deUvcved 
ffi  Older  into  his  oiro  hsuA,  by  which  he  was  enjoined  to  r^ 
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pair  instantly  to  the  sixth  military  divisioQ,  tJi^t  under  his  c<»ii' 
mand.  He  accordingly  left  his  seat  in  the  course  of  the  some 
evening ;  -but  instead  of  setting  out  directly  for  Besan^on,  he 
resolved  to  pass  through  Paris,  partly  with  the  intention  to  pro- 
vide himself  with  his  military  equipage ;  and  partly  in  order  to 
obtain  some  infonnadon  respecting  the  object  of  his  mission. 
On  his  arrival  in  the  metropolis,  he  learned  the  news  of  the 
disembarkation  of  Bonaparte,  and  instantly  pronounced  this 
event  the  greatest  evil  that  could  accrue  to  France. 

The  Minister  at  War  having  refused  all  explanation,  under 
pretext  that  his  diapatches  would  be  found  at  head-quarters ; 
he  repaired  to  the  King  early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and 
took  leave  of  His  Majesty  with  many  expressions  of  loyalty  and 
zeal :  but  it  is  untrue  that  Louis  XVIII.  furnished  him  with  a 
sum  of  money ;  and  equally  so  that  the  latter  promised  to  bring 
the  Ex-£mperor  to  Paris  in  a  cage  of  iron ! 

Having  placed  himself  with  all  possible  speed  at  the  head  of 
the  troops,  he  learned  that  Bonaparte  had  entered  Lyons ;  that 
he  was  proceeding  by  easy  marches  towards  the  capital ;  that 
the  defection  of  the  soldiery  had  become  general ;  that  the  cries 
of  Vive  rEmperettr!  resounded  from  all  parts;  that  Monsieur 
had  retired  to  Moulins ;  and  that  Macdonald  had  becai  obliged 
to  fly  in  order  to  preserve  his  life.  ' 

Notwithstanding  this,  he  ordered  a  strong  body  of  troops  to 
Lons  le  Saulnier ;  and  made  all  the  necessary  dispositions  for 
a  strenuous  resistance.  Anofficer  having  exliibited  symptoms  of 
insubordination,  he  instantly  caused  him  to  be  arrested,  and  s&A 
to  a  garrisoned  town ;  he  also  assembled  all- those  in  conunand 
under  him,  and  gave  notice,  that  he  would  cause  the  first  soldier 
who  attempted  to  go  over  to  the  enemy,  to  be  shot  on  the  spot. 
At  length,  however,  during  the  evening  of  the  18th,  certain 
emissaries  dispatched  by  Bonaparte,  fouiid  means  to  approach 
him,  and  delivered  him  two  letters,  one  written  by  Bertrand,  and 
the  other  by  the  Ex-Emperor  himself  in  which  the  latter,  after 
r^ninding  him  of  their  campaigns  and  exploits,  gave  him  ax~ 
tun  peremptory  orders,  in  the  same  style  and  £>rm  as  if  he  had 
been  still  on  the  throne.   While  thus  reduced  to  »  state  of  dodbt 
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Slid  indeduon,  the  Baron  Capelle,  Prefect  oiVAiny  arrived  at 
diis  critical  moment  witli  intelligence,  that  his  vanguard,  posted 
at  Bourg,  had  gone  over  to  the  aiemy ;  and  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Chalons-sur-Saone,  after  having  declared  themselves  in 
a  state  of  insurrection,  had  seized  all  his  park  of  artillery.  The 
recital  of  these  disasters  seemed  to  confirm  all  that  had  been 
told  by  the  agents  oi^  Bonaparte,  and  he  instantly  exclaimed :  — 
"  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  stop  the  water  of  the  ocean  with  the 
palm  of  my  hand !" 

From  this  moment,  the  Duke  of  Elchingen  determined  to 
declare  openly  in  behalf  of  his  former  chief.  He  accordingly 
assembled  his  staff,  and  having  commanded  his  troops  to  be 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  he  read  to  them  the  following  pro- 
clamation, which  was  instantly  inserted  in  the  orders  of  the 
day:  — 

"  Oflficers,  Sub-officers,  and  Soldiers ! 

*'  The  cause  of  the  Bourbons  is  lost  for  ever !  The  sole 
legitimate  dynasty  which  the  French  nation  ever  adopted,  is 
once  more  about  to  ascend  the  throne:  it  appertains  alone  to 
the  Emperor  Napoleon,  our  Sovereign,  to  reign  over  this  charm- 
ing country !  It  signifies  not  whether  the  Sourboa  nobility 
choose  to  expatriate  themselves  once  more,  or  to  live  among  usj 
the  sacred  cause  of  liberty  and  independence  will  suffer  but 
little  from  their  unfriendly  influence.  TTiey  have  endeavoured 
to  undervalue  our  military  glory,  but  without  effect ;  for  our 
labours  have  been  too  noble  and  too  illustrious  ever  to  be 
forgotten. 

**  Soldiers !  —  The  times  have  passed  away  when  men  were 
to  be  governed  by  extinguishing  their  rights.  Liberty  at  length 
triumphs ;  and  Napoleon,  our  august  Emperor,  is  about  to  rcn- 
""  der  her  anplre  permanent.  May  this  glorious  cause  become 
the  cause  of  all  Frenchmen !  and  may  all  the  brave  men  whom 
I  have  the  honour  to  command,  be  penetrated  with  this  sen- 
timent. 

"  Soldiers !  —  I  who  have  so  often  led  you  to  victory,  am 
about  te  conduct  you  to  join  that  immortal  phalanx  which  ac- 
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cbn^unies  the  'Emptor  "SapcAeoa  to  Paris;  and  titers  Withiir 
the  space  trf*  a  few  days,  all  oai  hopes  sad  all  oar  iridiet  ifaldi 
be  reiUized  t"     Hve  PEmperew! 

**  The  Martial  of  the  Empire, 

"  Fbince  de  La  MoskoVju" 

The  troops,  on  bearing  this  address,  became  dectrified; 
all  the  regal  ornaments  were  instantly  destroyed,  while  the 
imperial  eagles  w^e  joyfully  substituted  in  their  place. 

That  very  night,  the  soldiCTs  commenced  their  nutitji  for 
Dole;  the  Baron  de  Clooet,  and  Geoeial  Boannont,  on  thdr 
arri^  there,  having  expressed  an  unwillingness  to  serve 
against  the  King,  the  Marslol  dismissed  them  in  the  handsom- 
est mwmer  possiUe.  Oa  the  18th  of  March,  finding  Bma- 
parte  at  Auxerre,  he  immediately  addressed  a  letter  to  }dm,  in 
which  it  was  stated,  that  the  conditions  on  which  he  and  his 
officers  now  joined  his  standard  were,  "  that  he  shotdd  te- 
Hoooce  all  ideas  of  foreign  cCKHqneSt,  and  contribute  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  e£fect  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of. 
Franca"  llie  Ex-emperor  recdved  him  with  open  anni^ 
and,  as  bsual,  |Nromised  every  thii^  that  «ouId  be  dem'ed ! 
Soon  afler  this  they  entered  Paris ;  but  notwithstanding  the 
unhf^ied  for  arrival,  and  «gnal  success  of  Bonaparte  and  lus 
adherents,  the  inhabitants  of  that  ci^tal  were  loud  in  their 
djsaj^robation  <^  the  sudd^i  change  and  notorious  ibcon- 
stancy,  exhibited  by  the  Marshal. 

On  the  tSd  of  Mardi,  Ney  received  instructitms  to  visit 
Lisl^  and  alt  the  line  of  frontier  from  C(Ad£  to  Landau,  for 
die  purpose  of  inspecting  the  troops,  and  confirming  their  at- 
taclim^it.  Atler  having  accompli^ed  this  misdon,  Mid  deli- 
vered a  report  to  the  Minister  at  War,  he  imraediatdy  rear- 
ed to  his  country  seat  at  Cordeaux,  leaving  his  family  b^iind 
him  at  Paris.  It  is  evident  from  this  circumstance,  whic^  oc- 
curred at  so  critical  a  period,  either  that  Boni^arte  jvas  dis- 
pleased with  the  Prince  of  Moskowa;  or  that  the  Prince'  of 
Modcowa  was  diqileasedwiUi  Bon^>art&  It  has  beat  asserted 
indeed,  that  tiuy  were  mittually  diijgiuted  with  each  o&er. 
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On  the  re-tfrganizaUon  of  the  peerage,  however,  the  name  of 
Hey  was  mserted  in  the  new  list ;  bnt  it  was  not  until  the  1 1th 
(^  June,  when  the  Allies  had  advanced  into  Belgium,  that  the 
Marshal  received  orders  to  repair  to  the  northern  fronder. 

On  the  1 5th  of  the  same  month,  he  was  present  in  the  Frencb 
camp  in  front  of  Charleroy,  in  which  Bonaparte  had  arrived 
on  the  preceding  evening.  Althoit^  his  Ordera  were  bo  sud-  - 
d^  that  he  was  obliged  first  to  borrow,  and  then  to  bdj 
horses,  yet,  in  the  couraeofthatveiy  forenoon,  he  placed  hims^ 
at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  and  appears  to  have  obtiuned 
some  success.  On  the  16th,  at  break  of  day,  he  was  a^ain 
mounted,  and  busied  in  surveying  the  army,  and  preparing 
for  the  af^roaching  battle.  Two  corps  of  cavalry  and  one  erf" 
in&ntry,  had  been  placed  at  his  command ;  able  and  experi- 
enced generals  served  under  him :  in  front  were  the  English. 

If  we  are  to  give  credit  to  the  Fraich  writers,  the  chaises 
tQade  under  his  direction,  were  attended  with  the  most  bril- 
liant success ;  and  both  armies  are  said  to  have  admired  the 
gallantry  of  a  body  cf  his  cuirasders,  who,  penetratii^  to  tbft 
&rm  of  QMotre-Bras,  which  formed  the  head-qoarters  of  the 
Duke  of  Wdlington,  actually  found  means  to  withdraw  with- 
out being  entirely  cut  off.  ' 

White  these  E^rmishings  took  place  on  the  left  win^  others 
of  infinite^  greater  importance,  occurred  in  the  centre  and  to 
the  right.  Marshal  Kucher  having  imprudently  advanced* 
without  waiting  for  the  troops  under  Bulow,  which  were  to 
support  bim,  Napoleon  instandy  took  advantage  of  this  fault. 
He  accordmgly  gave  orders  for  a  series  of  bold,  masterly^  and 
successful  attacks,  which  rendered  fifteen  thousand  Pnisuahs 
incapable  of  condnuing  the  combat,  while  <he  remainder  of 
that  army  retired  behind  the  Sambr& 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 7th,  the  EngUsh  made  a  slight  re- 
trograde movement,  tiey  followed  and  harrassed  the  rear- 
goard  with  his  ^vanced  corps ;  and  bis  cavalry  having  arriv- 
ed about  noon,  he  made  several  successive  assaults,  which  were 
received  by  his  t^pon^ts  with  thdr  accustomed  intre^ndi^. 
At  five  in  the  evening  the  Britii^  trot^  fbond  thenuelvM 
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moat  advantageously  postied  in  the  strong  position  of  Water- 
loo, with  the  forest  of  Soignies  to  covei  it,  and  a  number  of 
strong  and  formidable  batteries  to  support  its  future  opera- 
tions. The  two  armies  rranained  In  presence  of  each  other 
duriug  the  night,  which  was  spent  by  Bonaparte  in  pr^Muing 
Ibr  a  geiieral  action.  The  rain  that  fell  in  torrents,  seemed  at 
first  to  oppose  all  hopes  of  a  battle,  which  was  about  to  decide 
the  destinies  of  France.  About  twelve  o'clock  next  day,  the 
French,  at  length,  advanced  in  columns  from  the  centre,  and 
a  desperate  and  sanguinary  engagement  ensued.  Ney,  on  thii 
occasion,  iiilly  displayed  the  impetuosity  of  his  character,  asd 
seemed  determined  either  on  death  or  victory.  Galloping 
about  in  all  directions,  during  the  hottest  period  of  the  actiiKi, 
■he  himself  sometimes  headed  a  Ixrfy  of  cavalry ;  at  other  times, 
iie  would  lead  on  a  division  of  infantry.  Although  dismount- 
ed, covered  with  contusions,  and  disfigured  with  blood  and 
dirt,  he  still  combated  at  the  head  of  the  regiments  of  guards, 
while  the  other  corps  were  reduced  by  death,  or  the  want  of 
ammunition,  to  a  state  of  inaction.  At  seven  o'clock  ia  the 
evening,  victory  seemed  to  him  to  have  declared  i^  &vout  of 
his  countrymen.  Arriving  on  foot,  with  his  sword  waving  in 
Ilia  hand,  at  the  head  of  the  second  regiment  of  light  infantiy, 
which  was  reduced  to  a  mere  skeleton,  he  was  heard  to  ex- 
claim, "Comrades!  the  event  of  this  day  depends  on  you; 
remember  that  these  are  Englishmen  who  are  opposed  to 
you ! "  On  learning  that  all  their  powder  and  ball  had  been 
expended,  the  officers  of  a  regim^it  of  cavalry  brought  them 
cartridges  which  had  been  provided  fiir  their  own  pistols;  and 
with  these  they  instantly  charged  their  muskets. 

At  eight,  the  French  army  deemed  itself  certain  of  con- 
quest ;  and  it  was  reported,  that  the  horses  were  yoked  to  many 
of  the  English  guns,  for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  them :  but 
in  consequence  of  orders,  either  ill  conveyed  or  ill  under- 
stood, Bonaparte,  who  had  reckoned  on  the  support  of  MaF- 
sball  Grouchy,  did  not  obtain  it.  So  thoroughly  was  he  de- 
ceived, that  be  mistook  tlie  troops  of  Bulow  [or  those  of  that 
General ;  ^nd  it  was  not  until  the  Prussian  cannon  b^^  to 
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fire  reiterated  voUies  that  he  found  hia  mistake.  It  was  in  viun 
that  he  attempted  to  rally  his.  troops ;  the  first  line  fell  back 
on  the  second  ,■  the  whole  army  was  thrown  into  complete  dis- 
order :  so,  that  officers,  boldiers,  and  even  Napoleon  himself, 
were  carried  a^ay  by  the  torrait ! 

Ney  was  the  last  Genra^  who  quitted  the  field  of  battle. 
Overcome  with  fiitigue,  and  unable  to  retire,  a  speedy  death 
seemed  destined  to  conclude  his  mortal  career;  and  he  owed 
his  safety  solely  to  the  attentions  of  a  corporal  of  the  guards, 
who  defended  and  supported  him  during  his  retreat,  which  was 
effected  on  foot  Having  at  length  reached  St  Quintin,  he 
set  out  for  Paris ;  and  on  the  23d  of  June,  stated  in  the  Cham- 
ber of  Peersj  "  that  the  army  no  longer  existed ;  and  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  make  peace  with  the  enemy !"  Soon 
after  this,  he  exclaimed:  —  "  It  is  imperative  on  you  to  recal 
the  Bourbons  —  and  for  me,  to  retreat  to  America  I" 

On  being  reproached  in  private,  for  despairing  of  the  safety 
of  the  state,  he  repUed ;  —  "  I  am  incapable  of  acting  or  of 
speaking  from  motives  of  interest  Indeed,  what  can  I  gain 
byduphcity:  if  I-ouis  XYIII.  returns,  he  will  order  me  to 
be  shot     I  speak  only  as  to  what  is  best  for  my  country  I" 

Meanwhile,  the  instrument  containing  the  second  abdi- 
cation of  Bonaparte  arrived ;  a  provisional  government  was 
nominated;  Fouche,  Duke  of  Otranto,  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  it ;  and  N^  began  to  be  deemed  a  traitor  by  the  ge- 
neral voice.  On  this  occasion,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
President  *,  in  which  is  given  the  best  account  hitherto  pub* 

"  LifUr  fiom  Marshal  Nry,  Priau  </  Miakiea,  la  lU  Date  of  Otranla." 

"  Ilrpani  of  ■  matt  TiIk  and  deftnulorj  natuic  hiTlng,  fL>[  loniie  i\jt  1)c«n  pnbllcl; 

cimliud  reipectmg  my  conducl  in  ihit  Bhon  tnd  uBfonnnite  campiign,  I  tilrlma  nj- 

idf  toyou  as  Presldenlof  the  PniiiBanal  Goctrammt,  in  order  lo  l«j  befbte  yoa»  iiiih. 

fbl  leUtlon  of  the  circumttincci  whicli  came  under  mj  ubafrvation. 

"  On  the  Uthoi  June,  1  received  in  aider  from  ihe  minliKr  ■(  ulrlorepuT  lo  the 
Imperiil  head-quaneri.  I  had  nu  command,  and  poneiieiA  no  irfbrftialtcm  on  the  font 
mod  composition  iif  ihe  aiiiij.  Neither  the  Emperor  nor  ihe  luiTiiiiM  hart  prgvbuilf 
uud  inj  thing  to  me  which  nmld  give  me  the  ilighteat  idea  that  I  w*a  to  be  cmplojed 
in  the  ctnipaign.  I  m>  coDiequcnily  called  upon  in  a  itite  qoiie  unprcpirtd,  wiihoot 
hoTHa,  equipage,  at  mency,  and  I  ni  obliged  to  bonoir,  id  order  W  cuible  me  to  reuk 
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liahed  by  the  French  of  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  By  thi^  it 
appears,  that  he  arrived  with  only  two  hoises  purchased  from 
the  Duke  of  Treviso^  and<  a  single  aid-de^^amp,  after  the  light 


"  luriTFdDD  (he  13tb  It  Laon,  on  the  1 3ih  tt  AiaiK«t  tad  on  ttw  I4lh  U  Beta* 
noBi,  in  whifh  list  place  I  [nuchiKd  Iriim  tbe  Duln  of  Tnruo  two  hcnu,  withwhicb 
1  proceeded  10  Chuliroi,  ucooipuiiGd  bj  mj  £cit  lid-de'Cunp,  the  onljr  officer  t  bid 
irilh  me,  I  urived  (t  ihe  momeDt  when  the  enemy,  hiviog  been  atucked  by  out  light 
tioopt,  were  filling  bacli  upon  Fleunu  uid  Goaeliei. 

<'T1ie£Ripeioriinmec|iiic[y  oideied  me  to  put  myKlf  st  the  beid  of  the  GnltndM- 
Cmd  corpguf  iofatiliy,  rammanded  by  Lieutenani-GeneraLi  Eilon  and  ReiUe,  LieuUnuit- 
Generi]  Pire'i  diviaioa  of  ligKc  uvslry  of  ibe  gutrd,  under  the  oiden  of  lieatcMM- 
Genenla  Lefebne  Deaooueiiet,  and  Culben,  and  of  wo  diniisna  of  the  Count  deVal- 
nj'a  caralry,  forming  altogtther  eight  divisions  of  infaniiy,  and  four  diviaioai  of  cav^ry. 
With  Iheie  iroopa,  of  which,  however,  I  had  onlji  a  part  dispouahle,  I  puahcd  At 
raemj,  and  obliged  him  to  evacuate  Goeteliea,  Frsanea,  Meliet,  and  Heppiegiueat  then 
the  ditiaion  looli  a  pojiiion,  with  the  excepiion  of  the  Erst  coifi,  which  wu  still  M  Mn- 
chiennei,  and  which  did  not  join  me  until  nut  day. 

"Onthe  16thl  waiorderedtoatCicktheEngliiliintheirpoaitiDBitQuatieBrai.  W* 
marched  againit  the  eoemj  with  an  cnthuiiaam  which  it  would  be  diScoli  to  deaciibc 
NoihlDg  could  reiist  our  Impetunslly ;  the  battle  became  general,  and  victor|>  wai  nn 
doubtfiil,  when,  at  the  moment  In  which  1  withed  lo  bring  forward  the  £nt  corpa  of  ii^ 
ikntiy  which  I  had  left  at  Frainn,  I  learned  that  the  Emperor  had  disposed  of  thefa 
■ilbont  giving  me  inrormaiion,  as  well  as  Girard's  division  of  a  second  carpi,  x^ich  was 
winnly  engaged  with  the  Prutuaiu.  Hie  looniEcMioD  I  leceiied  from  this  nen  wm 
Uirible.  Hiving  nuw  under  my  eooimkndbut  three  i^vitioni  intlod  of  ei^t,  on  whi^ 
I  had  relied,  1  was  obliged  to  allow  viclKy  toeieape  from  my  bands  i  tod  notwithitan^ 
ingill  my  eBijrts,  and  in  spite  of  the  brtrecy  and  devoledness  of  my  troops,  it  was  im- 
pOMible  to  do  more  than  to  mainlain  myielf  in  my  poiiiiao  until  the  cloae  of  the  d^. 

'<  About  nine  o'clock,  the  Gret  eorpe  wu  returned  to  me  by  the  Emperor,  to'wbom 
disyh*dbeen  i^noseirice.  Thui,  between  33  and  30, 000  men  had  been  for  ih&t  tiiM, 
*•  It  were,  penliiedt  hating  been  obliged  during  iha  whole  of  the  bcttla  to  mardi  with 
thair  uou  on  their  (hDuldcra,  ftom  the  lefi  lo  tbe  right,  and  from  the  right  tt>  tha  tefi, 
•itbont  firing  ■  aingle  musket. 

"  Here  I  cannot  help  suapending  these  detiih,  to  call  yonr  attention  to  tbe  eon«- 
^taeneei  ctf  thia  false  movement,  and  in  general  to  tbe  bad  dttpoaiiioa)  adopted  thai  day. 

"  By  wliat  (iiality,  tor  exuople,  did  the  Emperor,  instead  of  directing  ill  his  fctce 
agalnit  Lord  Welliugton,  who  would  have  been  taken  univrarei  and  onptepared,  TCgutt 
^ii  attack  as  secondary  ?  How  could  the  Bmpeioi,  after  tbe  passage  of  the  Sambn, 
conceive  it  to  be  poHJble  to  fight  two  baitlei  Id  one  day  {  Tliis  wu,  however,  what  took 
plaea  (gainw  Ibicu  double  ctf  nun  in  point  of  numben,  and  which  tbe  officen  who  nw 
it,  can  will  >ith  difficnky  compiebetid.  Had  he,  instead  of  doing  thia,  left  a  cwpa  of 
obwrvalion  to  bold  the  Pruiaiam  in  check,  and  marched  wiib  his  largest  masses  to  aup- 
pcct  me,  the  En^iih  army  would  ondoubtedly  have  been  deiiroycd  between  Quaue  Bru 
Md  Genappe,  and  that  poaltion  which  sepaiaied  the  two  allied  irmiei  once  in  our  power, 
woold  have  iflbMed  ihe  Empoor  an  o^iortniutyorout-flinking  the  right  of  the  Prussiaaa, 
■odctaibiDg  them  in  thai  turn,  llie  general  opinion  in  France,  and  particularly  in  tha 
■my,  wu,  that  thf  Empuoi  would  in  the  Cril  [Jace  turn  hii  attention  solely  to  the  dc- 
ttnuUoD  of  th»  English  umy,  and  fi»  that,  ciicumalance*  were  very  &roaiable  —  but 
fM  hu  radend  it  oihaiwiae. 
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tpxtpi  had  begun  to  dunnish.  He  asserts,  that  he  immediately 
forced  the  enemy  ta  retire  oq  Fleunu  and  Gostelies,  from 
which  he  afterwards  dislodged  them.     On  the  16tl),  be  en- 


"  On  ibe  17lh,ihp  (mj  Kuiditd  in  the  dlreciian  of  MountSi,  Jtan.  OnlbelSth 
th«  battle  commeDced  none  o'clock,  and,  though  thebulle^n  Hhieb  gntt  m  mceoDDtof 
it  do«i  not  mention  mj  mine,  [  believe  that  I  hue  no  oeeuion  to  iBinn  that  I  w»  fn- 
MDI.  Lieutenini-GcnenlCumie  Drouet  h»  alread;  ipoken  of  ihii  bailie  in  the  Chin-  , 
bar  of  Feen,  and  hit  lelailon  u  corrert,  irith  the  anception,  howenr,  of  lome  important 
&«IB,  whirii  be  eiiher  luppKited  or  knew  noi,  but  which  it  ii  my  ilDt<r  todiictose, 

"  About  men  in  the  ereuing,  (fier  the  mon  dreadlul  cania|e  I  erer  witntued;  G«ie- 
nt  Labedoypre  nme  in  inloim  me,  on  the  part  oT  the  Emperor,  that  Manbal  Groueh;  had 
arriied  on  our  rigbi,  and  na  attacking  ihe  left  of  the  uniied  Gngllih  and  Pnudana. 
The  General .  in  pauiug  through  the  linn,  ciieukttd  thti  new*  wDong.the  aoldieti, 
whote  muni^  and  dnoiedneai  remained  unalteitd,  and  who  were  giving  fieah  proofs 
ofittt  ihai  moment,  nijiwithKindiag  the  fatigue  with  which  thej  were  eihaoned. 
But  vhai  *ai  mj  aiioDiihnieni,  I  ought  lo  laj  indigmiioD,  when  I  learned  ■  few  mo- 
mend  afierwanli,  thai  not  onljr  Manhal  Grouchj  liad  not  airiTcd  to  our  mpport,  aa 
ihe  whole  aiin<r  had  been  taught  to  believe,  but  thai  between  40  and  SO,(M>0  Fiuwinif 
were  attacking  Durntremerl^t,  and  fWcing  it  to  fall  back.  K  then  he  Emperor  h>l 
tooted  himielf  ai  to  the  lime  in  which  Manhal  Grauchf  ceuld  have  been  able  to  aup- 
poTt  him,  or  the  march  of  the  Manhal  liadbeen  more  retarded  bj  ibe  efTom  of  the  enemj 
than  had  been  calcnlaied  upon.  The  fact  ii,  th«i,  at  the  moment  »hen  the  artinl  wai 
wiKHinced  lo  u>,  he  wtt  ailll  only  in  ihe  neighbourhood  of  Wavrci  on  the  Djie ;  which, 
«ithn£anltotu,wai  ihe  tame  u  if  he  had  been  a  hundred  league!  from  the  plarM  of  bank* 
"  Soon  after,  I  obaerved  the  arriial  of  foul  reglmentiof  the  middle  guard,  ledbf  tba' 
Emperor  inpenon,  whowiahrd  to  renew  the  attack  with  iheae  troops,  in  order  Is  pene- 
trate the  enemy's  centre.  He  nidered  me  to  march  at  their  head  with  General  Friant. 
Geoeralr,  oGGcerg,  toldiera,  all  diipliyed  the  gieateat  intrepidity.  Bat  the  corpa  m* 
iDOweak  to  regiit,  for  aty  length  of  lime,  the  forcei  which  were  employed  to  oppoac  it, 
and  we  had  Mon  to  renounce  the  hope  which  ibia  attack  for  ■  few  momenu  affbrdad. 
General  Friant  wai  ttruck  by  a  ball  by  my  aide.  1  had  a  borae  killed,  atkd  waa  thnma 
down  under  him.  The  brave  men  who  have  amvived  thii  battle  will,  I  (mat,  do  dm  the 
jiutiee  to  iiate,  that  they  ww  me  fighting  foot  to  foot,  aword  in  hand  i  and  that  I  wia 
ena  of  the  laai  who  left  the  bc«»  of  carnage,  at  the  mooent  when  obliged  to  retreat. 

"  Meanwhile  the  Pruatiant  eontinued  their  oSeniive  moTement,  and  out  ti^t  wia 
aeoribly  giving  way  }  the  Engliafa  in  their  turn  adraneed.  There  jelicmaiiMdtaut&ar 
■quarea  of  the  old  guard  placed  adnnlageoualy  for  the  retreat ;  these  biava  gremdien, 
thedile  of  the  army,  who  were  forced  o  fall  hack  incceiaively,  only  yielded  the  grotmd 
foul  by  foot,  until,  finally  overpowered  by  numban,  they  were  alnwat  completely  de- 
Btioyed.  From  thai  time  the  letrograde  morement  wii  most  dedded,  and  ihe  aimy 
fbrmed  only  a  confuaed  colomn  ;  then  wat  howerer  then  no  shouting,  nor  cry  of  Jiave 
ftB  pmt,  aa  has  been  calumniously  imputed  to  the  army  in  the  bnUetin.  For  myael^ 
bring  continual  ly  in  the  rear  guard,  wbicn  I  followed  On  foot,  having  had  all  myhorae* 
killed,  wnni  out  with  fatigue,  covered  with  cootntioni,  and  having  no  longer  any  ttiength 
4o  WBlk,Iowemylife  to  a  corporal  of  the  guard,  who  tnppoitBd  me  on  the  march,  and 
ntvH  abandoned  ma  in  thia  leneat.  About  eleven  at  ni^l,  1  fcU  in  with  Lieutcnant- 
GanetdLafclfvt*  DttMoetUP)  udoDcofhiaofficen,  M^wSc&udt,  had  the  gtn*-  ' 
KK  4 
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gaged  the  English ;  and  when  about  to  obtain  a  complete  vic- 
tory, ,waa  prevented  from  advancing,  by  the  loss  of  five  of  his 
divisions,  all  of  which  had  been  withdrawn  by  Bonaparte,  un- 
known to  him.  "  Thus  the  efforts  of  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  thousand  troops  had  been  completely  paralised,  for  thty 
never  once  engaged,  but  were  marched  during  the  whole  day, 
from  right  to  left,  without  firing  a  single  shot."  He  also  blames 
the  Ex-emperor  "  after  the  passage  of  the  Sambre^for  Laving 
fought  two  battles  in  the  course  of  the  same  day ;"  and  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  ought  to  have  been  the 
primary  object  of  attack. 

"  His  Majesty,"  adds  he,  "  should  have  left;  a  corps  of 
observation  to  keep  the  Prussians  in  check;  and  then  to  have 
marched  with  large  bodies  of  troops  to  support  me  on  the  1 6th, 


toiii}  logive  me  the  only  hone  whirli  lemalTrcil  toUim.  Thml  trrived  at  Mirchiennu- 
■B-ponl,  ■!  foui  Id  the  morning,  alone,  oilliout  officrn,  ignonni  of  the  Tale  oT  ihe 
Emperor,  whonx,  tome  lime  before  ihe  termimiion  of  the  battle,  I  hid  rntirely  lul 
light  pF,  and  whom  I  tuppoied  lu  be  killeil  or  taken.  . 

"  General  P.  Licroii,  chief  of  the  italTof  ihe  lecond  rorps,  whom  I  roinil  in  thli 
city,  hiving  lold  ne  ihat  ihe  Emperor  wu  tl  Cbarleroi,  I  tuppcned  ilut  hi>  Majrstj 
intended  lo  place  hlmaplf  ai  ihe  head  of  Muihal  Grouch^'a  orpi,  in  otder  la  coier  ih* 
S»mbre,^»nd  to  ftcilLiaie  to  the  troops  ihe  meani  of  ralljing  near  Aveanei ;  and,  in  thi» 
perinulon,  I  proceeded  to  Beaumont,  bui  pniee  of  cavalry  having  followed  ui  Tcrj 
closely,  and  inteitrpied  ihe  roadi  toMauheugeandPhilippeville,IfDuiid  it  lobe  impai- 
tible  to  alop  a  lingle  loldier  on  ihi>  pint,  id  at  to  oppoae  the  progreit  of  a  lictonoo* 
eneinj.  I  coniinucil  my  jriuiney  lo  Aveines,  where  I  coutd  obiaia  no  inTonntiion  con- 
cerping  the  Emperor. 

"  Id  ihia  iiau  of  thingi,  having  neither  any  newa  of  hi«  Myeily,  nor  of  thr  Ma- 
jor-GeDEial,  the  dUoidei  increailng  at  every  insiaoT,  and,  siih  the  excepiioo  ofa  Sew 
r^imenta  of  ihe  guard  and  of  the  line,  each  one  pnnuitift  his  own  course,  I  deiennined 
on  proceeding  immedialely  to  Parii,  by  Saint  Quiniln,  lo  acquiint  the  Miniiier  of  War 
«  quickly  as  posiible  whh  the  tnie  eiiuation  ofiflaLrs,  in  order  that  he  might  »  lease 
vend  some  fresh  troopato  meet  the  array,  and  toadnpt  rapiitlyauch  meatnreias  circum- 
lOncei  might  require.  On  my  airinl  at  Bourgei,  three  league)  froro  Paris,  I  leual 
that  the  Emperor  had  passed  through  that  place  at  nine  in  the  morning. 

"  Such  is,  my  Lord  Duke,  an  e«act  reclulofthit  unfoituoale  campaign. 

"  I  now  a>k  thoae,»hu  have  survived  that  line  and  numerous  army,  in  whit  «»«j  I  can 
be  accused  of  the  diiatter  of  which  it  has  just  been  iheviciim,  and  of  which  our  milinry 
uinals  furnish  no  eiample  ?  I  hive,  it  is  said,  betrayed  the  couniry :  I,  who  to  aerve 
{t,  have  always  shewn  a  leat  nhich  I  have  perhaps  carried  loo  bt,  tod  which  may  hava 
misled  me;  but  this  calumny  ig  not,  and  caimot be  lupponed  by  any  ftcr,  anyciicum- 
HtBce,  or  any  preiumptiOD. 

Porti,  June  36,  ISIS.  "  NEY,  Friaceof  thcMotkona." 
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In  this  case,  the  Engli^  army  would  have  been  undoubtedlT' 
destroyed  between  Quatre  Bras  and  Genappea ;  and  this  po- 
sition, which  separated  the  two  allied  armies,  being  once  in 
our  power,  would  have  enabled  the  Emperor  to  turn  the 
.nght  of  the  Frusdans,  and  overwhelm  them  in  successirai. 
The  general  opinion  in  France,  and,  throughout  the  army^ 
was :  —  That  his  Majesty  would  first  endeavour  to  destri^  the 
English  army.  Circumstances  were  indeed  extremely  &- 
vourable  for  this  operation:  but  the  destinies  commanded 
oflierwise!" 

On  the  ITth,  the  army,  we  are  told,  marched  in  the  direc- 
tion of  St.  Jean,  or  Waterloo;  and  the  action  commenced  at 
one  o'clock.  "  Although  the  bulletin  mahea  no  mention  of 
me,"  adds  the  Prince  of  Moskowa,  "  I  have  no  occasion  to 
a&m  that  I  was  present. .  About  seven  in  the  evening,  after 
the  most  frightful  carnage  ever  witnessed  by  any  one,  General 
Labedoyere  arrived,  and  stated  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor, 
that  Marshal  Grouchy  would  soon  arrive  on  our  right,  tuid 
attack  the  left  of  the  English  and  Prussians.  But  what 
was  my  astonishment,  my  indignation !  when  I  learned  a  few 
minutes  after,  that  from  forty  to  fifty  thousand  Prussians 
had  assaulted  our  flank,  and  obhged  it  to  give  way.  The 
truth  is,  that  at  this  very  moment  Grouchy  was  near  Wavres 
on  the  Cyle,  which  was  exactly  the  same  as  if  he  had  be^i  a 
hundred  leagues  distant  hrom  the  field  of  battle. 

"  A  short  time  after,  I  witnessed  the  arrival  of  four  r^;i- 
ments  of  the  lAiddle  guard,  conducted  by  the  Emperor  in 
person ;  he  ordered  me  to  march  at  their  head,  with  Friaut. 
Generals,  officers,  soldiers,  all  exhibited  the  greatest  intre- 
pidity; but  this  body  of  troops  was  too  feeble  to  resist  the 
enemy.  General  Friant  was  struck  with  a  ball  while  standing 
by  my  side ;  I  myself  had  a  horse  killed  under  me,  and  I  was 
thrown  to  the  ground  along  with  him.  Such  of  the  brave 
men  a&  escaped,  will,  I  trust,  testify  that  they  beheld  me  on 
foot,  sword  in  hand ;  and  that  I  was  one  of  the  last  to  quit  the 
scene  of  carnage.  Meanwhile,  the  enemy  advanced  on  all 
sides;  while  four  squares  of  the  old  guard,  consisting  of  the 
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brsTert  gt^tfidiera  of  the  whole  aniqr,  431  protected  our  re> 
treat,  until  th^  were  DeBrly  all  destroyed.  From  that  rao^ 
ment,  (he  whole  army  conuited  d  only  one  ca^ua«d  colunui ; 
hat  there  never  was  a  total  rcHite;  nordid  I  once  hear  the  cry 
cSsateoe  qui  peut,  although  this  calamliy  has  been  propagated 
in  the  bulletin." 

Notwithstanding  these  explanations,  wlych  ^t  If  ast  proved 
diat  the  charge  <^  treachery  to  Bonaparte  was  un£>imd?d»  th$ 
executive  govenunent  thou^t  proper  to  refuse  Ney  a  coia- 
mand  in  the  army,  now  organizing  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris. 
Yel^  when  a  contribution  took  place  for  th«  succour  of  the 
victiiiis  of  Waterloo,  he  emptied  his  purse  on  the  occasioa  ] 
«od  lamented  that  Ins  pover^  prevented  him  trom  c^feriag 
noFe. 

Althouf^  the  Mu'shal  deemed  hiiQself  induded  in  the  c^4- 
tulation  of  Paris,  conchlded  wi  the  3d  o(  JMyi  }^^5s  yet  he 
thought  it  prudewt  t<>  leave  the  capital,  w^^h  ^  view  c^  wit^r 
dfawiDg  into  Switzerhi^^  after  which  he  itidended  to  rep^ 
to  America.  To  enable  him  to  effect  this,  he  obtained  &<fa 
the  Prince  d'Ecknxuhl,  than  secretary  at  war,  a  di$cb^ge,  to- 
gether with  instructitws  for  his  route,  by  the  n^ne  of  MiQor 
ReiiBet,  of  theSd  r^;iment  of  hussars.  In  additJcw  tp  this,  the 
Minister  of  Police  had  sent  him  two  passpoils,  in  one  of  which 
ke  was  designated  by  the  app^Utfion  of  Michael-I^eodore^ 
Neubourg.  On  his  arrival  at  Lyras,  on  the  9th  (^  July, 
lafi  was  visited  by  the  Conunissary-Generol  of  Police  idio 
advised  him  to  obtain  pa8^K»t8  from  the  agents  of  Austria,  a^ 
9II  the  roads  of^  the  Efontiers  were  guarded  by  th^  orders. 
Chi  this  he  at  fint  wi&bed  b>  return  to  the  iaetr<^>olis ;  but  a^ 
Ic^igth  rqiured  tp  St.  Alhan,  where  he  received  &  letter  &{»n 
his  lady,  advifiog  him  to  remain  in  France  instead  of  uiling 
for  the  Uni^  l^ates.  No,socHier,  hpwever,  did  she  leant  that 
the  Marshal  foroied  ope  of  the  Urt  of  muete^  individu^U,  aft- 
cused  of  betraying  the  King  and  ov^tuming  the  gQv^n^en^ 
than  she  sent  a  confidcaitial  person  to  her  hnsbaj)d«  who  tanir 
ducted  him  to  the  Chateau  Bessoms,  oaax  Aurillae,  whwh  vas 
iokabit^  by  oD£of  her  ana  rdtiioaa.    Here  he  reqidied  some 
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tim^  without  suspi<^<m;  but  bis  retreat  wac  ducoverod  by 
means  of  the  rich  Egyptian  sabre  formerly  presented  to  hint 
by  Bomiparte,  -which  bi^pened  to  be  indiscreetly  left  oa  a 
soia,  in  a  room  open  to  strangers.  On  learning  this  circum- 
stanc^  the  Prefet  de  Cantal  sent  some  agents  of  the  policy 
aCfXHnpanied  by  on  escort  of  gendarmes  to  arrest  him.  On 
heaaring  of  thdr  iotentiona,  the  Marshal  sent  fer  them  to  )aa 
chamber,  and  dehvered  himself  up,  without  discovering  the 
least  ^notion.  He  was  then  conducted  to  Paris,  by  two  cSii- 
cers,  one  of  whom  having  served  under  him,  demanded  bit 
word  of  hanatr  that  he  would  not  attempt  to  esce^ ;  after 
which  they  were  not  at  all  uneasy  about  their  charge.  He 
was  met  by  Mad^ne  Ney  on  the  Idth  of  August,  at  a 
few  miles  distance  from  Paris,  and  she  accompanied  him  to 
the  prison  of  the  Abbaye,  and  accused  herself  bitterly  as  the 
cause  of  his  detaidon. 

He  was  now  lodged  in  an  apartment  by  himself;  agendarme 
slept  constantly  in  his  chamber;  he  was  visited  by  the 
guard  every  two  hours;  and  a  wicket  which  was  placed 
before  the  door  of  his  prison,  enaUed  any  one  to  sec  all  that 
was  passing  within,  both  night  and  day.  He  rose  regularly 
about  sis  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  being  allowed  to  walk 
in  the  yard  during  two  hours,  all  the  other  prisoners  were 
ol[diged  to  retire.  After  smoaking  a  few  cigars,  break&st  was 
served ;  he  then  read,  or  wrote  until  dinner  time,  constantly 
recdving  visits  from  Jhe  MareschaU,  his  relations,  and  advo* 
catef .  Two  hours  more  were  allotted  for  taking  the  air ; 
after  which  he  retired  early  to  rest,  and  Uved  with  equal 
sobriety  and  z^nlarity,  as  if  oitirely  excanpt  &om  the  ex- 
cesses aqd  infirmities,  which  some  deem  inseparable  fi^om  a 
life  spent  in  camps,  and  amidst  the  ferigues  of  war.  * 

Having  been  at  length  transferred  to  the  Conci^gerie,  Mw- 
shal  Ney  was  interrogated-  by  the  Prefet  of  the  Police ;  mi 
which  occasion  he  formally  denied  having  received  any  moo^ 
firom,  or  made  any  protestations  of  fiddi^  to  the  King.  He 
observed,  that  he  had  blamed  the  attempt  of  Bonaparte^  both 
in  the  presence  of  His  Majesty,  and  afterwardi  to  hinuelf 
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in  person ;  lie  at  first  thought  the  atten^t  extravagant,  and 
left  the  royal  presence  with  the  inteation  to  act  with  fidelity 
to  His  Majesty :  this  he  had  in  effect  performed,  so  long 
as  it  was  possible,  and  np  to  the  1 3th  of  March,  when  the 
royal  cause  had  become  desperate." 

An  order  was  now  issued  for  summoning  a  council  of  war, 
composed  of  Marshals  and  Lieutensnt-Generals  of  France ; 
amraigst  whom  was  Marshal  Moncey,  Duke  of  Conegliano^ 
who  having  refused  to  appear,  was  immediately  d^raded,  and 
smtenced  to  be  imprisoned  during  three  months. 

It  finally  consisted  of  the  following  officers : 

Marshal  Jourdan,  President ; 

Marshal  Massena,  Prince  of  EsUng ; 

Marsha)  Augereau,  Duke  of  Castiglione; 

Marshal  Mortier,  Duke  of  Treviso ; 

And  Cazin,  Villatte,  and  Cl^rede,  Lieutenant-Generals  of 
the  Annies  of  the  King. 

These  being  assembled  at  Paris,  and  constituted  a  Council 
of  war,  after  certiun  preliminary  (Hussions,  M.  Berryer*,  an 
advocate  of  high  reputation,  appeared  on  the  part  of  the 
prisoner,  and  addressed  a  discourse  of  which  the  fi>llowing  is 
an  analysis,  to  the  military  judges : 

"  Afew/cwrs  le  Marechaux  de  France,  Messieurs  les  lAeute- 
nans-Generato!  des  Camps  4"  Armies  da  Sm  '. 
**  In  addressing  myself  to  this  formidable  tribunal,  the  first 
sentiment  experienced  on  my  part,  is  fraught  with  the  most 
perfect  security  and  confidence.  My  eyes  are  fixed  with  equal 
respect  and  admiration  on  this  august  re-union  of  great  per- 
sonages, clothed  in  the  military  purple;  whose  names,  dear  to 
thdr  country,  already  appertain  to  a  fixture  age.  Occupied 
with  the  recollections  attached  to  their  character^  my  imagina- 
tion only  traces  in  them  the  patriarchs  of  the  army,  and  the 

•M.Beirjtr,  big  ton  anil  ncphev,  an  ill  rayaliiis.  He,  eii  Mrmbcrorihe  Eleclunl 
Collfge,  Rfiu«!  h;«  coDHot  to,  iiid  iMuilly  preioicd  igtiiut  >be  Actijdihiional  »ub- 
miilrd  bj  Bonpuie,  oa  hit  return  from  the  liland  of  Elba,  The  lummary  of  hb  speech 
i)  eiincud  Dcom  ■  lirinted  topj  of  ibe  Plaidoj/er  |imiouDted  bj  him  on  thia  tKCaikm. 
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guardiaiu  and  d^wiitaries  of  the  honour  of  those  warriors, 
who  are  the  fortunate  survivors  of  so  many  combats,  which 
have  severed  the  threads  of  so  many  destinies  ! 

"  Forgetting,  at  their  appearance  both  time  and  place,  I 
demand  why  these  military  senators  are  formed  into  an  Areo- 
pagus? I  consider  myself  transported  into  a  temple  con- 
secrated to  bravery ;  and  yet  I  cannot  comprehend  what  is  tlie 
precise  object  of  this  warlike  assembly;  and  what  sudden, 
and  hitherto  unknown  act  of  magistracy,  th^  are  about  to 
exercise  ? 

"  On  looking  towards  the  personage  now  conToked  before 
j'ou,  although  at  present  without  arms,  without  any  emblems 
of  his  various  dignities ;  and  wearing  only  the  uniform  of 
heroes ;  yet  what  a  long  series  of  brilliant  es^loits,  of  glorioui 
services,  of  acts  of  intrepidity,  as  well  as  of  devotion  for 
bis  country,  present  themselves  ti^  and  occupy  my  thoughts  I 
How  many  pretensions  to  illustration  I  how  many  roal,  and 
numberless  claims  on  my  esteem  ! 

"  And,  alas !  shall  not  that  buckler  which  was  impenetr^le 
to  the  sabres  of  the  enemy,  be  able  to  guarantee  Marshal  Ney 
from  attacks  of  another  kind  !  Alas !  I  can  no  longer  dis- 
semble, that  the  choice  whidi  the  Marshal,  has  made  of  me 
to  defend  him —  to  defend  him  who  has  defended,  and  saved 
so  many  others !  —  recalls  to  my  mind  the  greatest  of  all 
misfortunes,  which  a  man  of  his  profession  and  his  rank, 
can  experience  on  earth.  O !  unexpected  monument  of  hum^ 
fragili^and  unhappy  destiny  !  The  Prince  of  Moskowa,  who, 
during  twenty-five  years  was  so  faithful  to  France;  he,  who 
a  thousand  times  has  made  the  sacrifice  of  a  life,  preserved 
only  by  a  miracle ;  he  whose  great  exploits  have  placed  him  in 
the  first  line  of  those  of  whom  France  may  be  proud  —  the 
bravest  of  the  brave,  is  accused  of  the  oime  of  high  treason  1 
Names  and  words  which  are  astonished  at  finding  themselvea 
together.  I  shall  not  here  endeavour  to  resolve  an  afflicting 
problem,  the  solution  of  which  is  essentially  connected  with 
the  justificatory  defence  of  Marshal  Ney;  for  this  is  not  the 
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olge«  of  our  ptfestattt  ddibCTatiom;  the  moment  is  not  yet 
arrived,  when  it  can  be  demonatrsted  to  France,  to  die  uni- 
verse and  to  posterity,  that  if  Mal^al  Ney  has  committed 
s  ^%at  error,  his  heart  took  no  part  in  it ;  that  the  incoosi- 
iJerate  resolution  taken  by  him,  sprung  out  of  the  impetuosity 
of  circumstances  whidi,  originating  in  the  late  political  crisis, 
proceeded  like  an  irresistible  torrent ;  that  his  head  alone 
was  misled  by  a  &lae  qiinion  of  pubhc  good,  and  the  safety 
bf  that  country,  of  which  he  was  always  one  of  the  firmest 
ramparts. 

"  I  pledge  myself  hereafter  to  prove,  and  that  too  tb  de- 
monstration, that  all  the  &ults  of  Marshal  Ney  during  the 
fktal  I4th  of  March,  were  merely  errors  of  judgmait.  On 
that  occasiffli  he  was  shaken  by  die  horrid  picture  exhibited 
by  the  &naticism  of  the  soldiery ;  by  the  a^tations  of  the 
mnltitude;  by  the  stupor  of  the  most  enlightened  men;  by  the 
frightful  recital  of  the  inconceivable  success  experienced  by 
Bonaparte  at  Lyons ;  by  the  rapidity  and  assurance  of  his 
triumphant  march :  deplorable  prodi^es,  of  which  his  more 
oil^hteaied  reason  m^fat  have  discoyered  the  empoisoned 
AouTce,  and  perceived  the  afflicting  results !  I  am  sure,  it 
must  be  evident  to  every  one,  that  the  Marshal  was  deceived ; 
but  th«t*he  himself  deceived  no  one,  that  his  eyes  were  fes- 
.dnated ;  that  these  illusions ;  die  fear  of  sdll  greater  evils ; 
the  hope  of  fiiture  peace ;  the  assurance  that  the  respect  due 
to  Royal  Majesty  diould  be  preserved:  sJX  these  produced 
the  most  unhappy  results. 

"  To  me  then,  who  never  have  been  accused  of  disloyalty, 
it  entrusted  the  cause  of  him,  who  for  twenty  years  was  cidm 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy ;  ardent  amidst  the  frozen  re- 
^Ons  of  the  north ;  and  modest  in  his  native  country,  —  to 
defend  such  a  personage,  neither  temerity  nor  weakness  must 
he  indulged.  Can  I  forget  that  he  defended  all  established 
governments  rather  with  too  much  promptitude  —  with  that 
irarUke  ^tbusiasm  indeed,  which  b  so  necessary  to  produce 
ol'der  and  regularity  in  a  great  nation.    Can  I  forget^  diat 
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woidit  thoee  ex{4osioiu  which  af^eal«d  for  a  mosfttit  to 
separate  him  frcHn  his  Sovereign,  it  waa  thia  nati<Hial  eentimen^ 
diat  influeaced  bis  conduct?" 

After  this  introduction,  the  Advocate  enquires  into  the 
Wture  of  the  crimen  with  the  commission  of  which  Marshal 
'  Ney  had  been  accused?  It  was  "  high  treastm  against  FruicQ 
Against  the  King,  and  against  His  Majesty's  govemmeirt).'* 
This  very  charge  excluded  the  idea  of  all  miHtary  interval- 
tion ;  of  a  permanent  council  of  war,  —  of  a  council  <^  war 
extFordinary,  —  of  a  military  commission,  —  all,  and  each  of 
Uiece,  were  incompetent;  and  the  iitcompetence  of  a  tribunal 
was  one  of  the  means  d  defence  permitted  to  an  accosed  per- 
ion  by  the  laws. 

This  trial  had  been  instituted  in  conseqo^ice  of  two  acta 
of  authotity ;  the  one  emanating  from  the  King,  and  clothed 
nith  his  signature '  dated  July  24;  the  other  from  the  ISC- 
nister  at  War,  of  the  30th  of  August.  But  both  the  hieto- 
bvical  m<muma)ts  and  the  constitutional  charter  of  fVaOM^ 
p(unt  out  the  incompetence  of  the  present  tribunal :  for  1st. 
not  even  a  permanait  coundl  of  war  can  take  cognismce  of 
crimes  against  the  state.  This  doctrine  too,  is  fiirtha^ 
strengthened^  2dly.  by  the  personal  d^nity  and  titles,  of  which 
Martial  Ney  is  still  in  possession ;  and  Sd^.  the  oonq)0«tJOD 
of  this  tribunal  ia  illegal,  even  on  t^e  hyfnthecds,  tlut  it  is 


According  to  M<Mitesquieu<",  "  if  the  Prince  himself  is  lo 
sit  in  judgment,  the  constitution  will  be  destroyed,  and  all  l^e 
intermediate  powers  annUiilated."  I  also  insist,  that  no  per- 
eoa  accused  can  be  condemned,  but  in  confbrmi^  to  the  laws, 
~  and  by  means  of  the  usual  fonns  end  judges;  more  et^«cially 
in  respect  to  any  thing  connected  with  the  safety  of  the  states 
In  addititm  to  this,  our  Kings,  never  of  themselves,  brought 
tUMnuations;  they  employed  their  ministers  and  agents  for 
this  purpose.  And  can  tiie  Ooremment  d^art  from  this 
mode  o£  procedure  in  respect  to  Marshal  Ney,  by  the  ordon- 

*  Bipit  dM LoH,  liT.e,  ch.}, 
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tutwe  of  the  Slth  of  July,  so  &r  as  (o  impose  militftry  judges 
to  try  a  crime  against  the  state?  What  article  in  the  charts' 
has  enabled  His  Majesty  to  effect  this?  Not  a  ungle  one-is 
to  be  found ;  on  the  contrary,  the  text  is  in  exact  opposititHi 
to  it:  for  by  Art  S3,  we  are  told:  "  that  the  Chamber  of 
Peers  is  to  t^e  cognizance  of  the  crimes  of  high  treason,  and 
such  attempts  against  the  safety  of  the  state,  as  shall  be  defined 
by  law." 

It  ou^t  to  be  remarked  also,  that  this  text  makes  no  dls- 
tinctioD  whatsoever,  between  civil  and  military  agents ;  whe- 
ther the  crimes  be  committed  by  conspiracy  or  armed  force. 
By  Art.  50.  "  The  ordinary  comrta  and  tribunals  at  preset 
existing,  are  hereby  maintained;  nothing  shall  be  changed  bnt 
in  virtue  of  a  law."  Art.  62.  *'  No  one  can  be  deprived  of 
his  natural  judges."  Art.  63.  "  There  cannot  consequently 
be  created,  either  extraordinary  conunissions  or  tribunals;  and 
the  prevotal  jurisdictions  shall  not  be  comprehended  under 
this  denomination,  if  thdr  re-establishm^it  should  be  deemed 
necessary." 

AAer  repelling  all  the  objections  likely  to  be  made  to  the 
text,  the  Advocate  considered  the  prisoner's  quality  as  a  Peer 
of  France ;  oae  of  the  original  and  imprescr'Jpdble  rights  of 
which  "  is,  that  a  Peer  shall  he  judged  only  by  his .  Peers." 
In  feudal  times  the  peerage  of  France  seemed  nearly  inde- 
pendent of  the  King ;  and  actually  ent^^  occasionally  into 
alliances  with  him.  One  of  the  principal  stipulations  nni- 
fonnly  made  on  their  part,  was,  that  they  should  preserve 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  domains,  "  les  droits  de  la 
haute,  moyenne,  and  basse  justice  •."  "  Another  privilege 
was,  that  of  not  being  confounded  among  the  crowd  of  snbid- 
tem  subjects ;  that  they  should  not  be  obliged  to  submit  them- 
selves to  the  ordinary  judges  nominated  by  the  King;  and 
that  both  in  respect  to  persons  and  property,  they  alone  should 
judge  ans  another.  It  was  on  the  express  fiiith  of  these  re- 
servationE}  that  the  Counts  of  Champagne  of  Bric^  t^  Pro- 

•  The  piirilc^  of  dccidii^  in  tU,  and  iitcrj  cue. 
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wnca;  Ae  Di^es  o(  Acquitame  and  of  Nonnand^,  together 
with,  tlie  Kings  of  England,  beci»ntng  Pteers  of  France,  ao 
Itnowledged  the  sovereignty  of  the  King.  The  King  himself 
ccrandered  it  as  an  honour  to  be  assimilated  to  them ;  hence 
the  well  known  axiofn  of  Primus  inter  Pares.  In  respect  to 
the  peerage,  vAen  &nce  conceded^  ■  the  same  idea  has  con- 
stantly prevailed.  When  our  Kings  confttred  this  high  rank 
on  any  of  their  subjects,  as  a  reward  for  signal  services,  they 
always  took  care  to  place  them  on  an  exact  ei^uality  with  the 
former  peers, 

"  Shall  it  be  forgotten,  tliat  it  was  the  most  virtuous  of 
monarchs ;  the  best  judge  of  the  merits,  talents,  and  qualities 
of  other  men;  he  who  was  long  a  silent  admirer  of  the  pro- 
di^es  of  our  warriors,  (which  ought  to  have  g^ven  birth  to 
more  sa^  designs,)  who  signalized  the  first  moments  of  bis 
return  to  France,  by  associating  Marshal  Ney  in  all  the  ho- 
nours of  the  royal  peerage,  of  which  he  deemed  him  worthy. 
Ht^py  promotion  !  because  by  conferring  thfe  honour  on 
the  Prince'  of  Moikowa,  he  was  placed  on  a  level  with  those 
chevaliers  who  are  without  spot  and  without  reproach  !  Fatal 
promotion  I  because  a  new  commotion  having  exposed  Mar- 
aud Hey  alone,  and  without  support,  to  the  whole  force  of 
die  tempestj  it  has  finally  driven  him  from  hi»  elevated  pOst» 
and  thus  rendered  his  fall  more  terrible. 

"  Mafdiel  Ney  has  already  published  his  reasons  for  de- 
dining  this  jurisdiction,  in  a  memoir,  entitled,  '  Questions  de 
droit;'  which  ii  replete  with  erudition,  and  has  for  its  sole 
object,  to  prove  that  the  privil^e  -of  peerage  exempts  from 
every  other  jurisdiction,  than  that  of  the  Peers  of  France, 
"Hie  chronological  series  of  Royal  Ordonnances,  which,  during 
400  years,  (from  1 364  to  1737,}  has  consecrated  this  pri- 
vil^^,  will  be  seen  in  the  various  criminal  processes  instituted 
between  that  of  Robert,  CbUnt  of  Fland^s,  in  1  til  I,  and  the 
iJac  d'AigiuUonj  in  1777.  It  is  true,  that  as^'Vattel  observes, 
seme  vindictive  ministers,  misleading  oar  Kings,  have  occa- 
si«uil)y  endeavoured  to  introduce  a  contrary  practice;  bift 
these  are  exceptions  to  the  general  rule,  and  in  a  variety  of 

I.  L 
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iBStancei  it  may  be  seen,  tliat  the  Parliamoit  of  Paiu  haa 
expressly  restored  the  heirs,  in  consequence  of  an  incDii^>etait 
jurisdiction." 

It  spears  that  this  military  tribunal  was  not  unanimous  on 
diis  occasion ;  two  of  the  tn^nbers  hang  for  asserting  tfadr 
ri^t  to  try  die  Marshal;  while  five  were  of  a  contrary  <^ 
nion.  At  length  jodgm^it  was  pronouticed  in  the  following 
terms: 

'*  The  Council  considering, 

"  Imo.  That  Marshal-  Ney  was  a  Peer  of  France  at  the 
epoch  when  he  committed  the  supposed  o^nce; 

"  2do.  That  a  person  accused  ought  always  to  be  tried  ac- 
cording to  the  rank  or  quality  possessed,  at  the  time  of  com- 
mitting the  supposed  olfence ; 

"*'  Stio.  That  the  Marshals  of  France  under  our  Kings, 
liSTing  never  recognized  any  other  jurisdiction  than  the  Par- 
liam^t  of  Paris;  and  that  those  now  in  existence,  having  be^ 
declared  Justiciable  before  a  high  court ; 

"  and  4to.  That  Marshal  Key  having  been  accused  of  the 
crime  of  high  treason ; 

-  "  Notwithstanding  the  requisition  of  M.  le  Procureur  du  Roit 
it  is  declared  by  a  mqori^  of  five  to  two,  that  thi^  bribonal 
is  incompetent  to  try  Marshal  Ney.     Signed  by 

f JouRDAK.     President. 


'  Marshals  and  Peers, 


Masseka. 
auoekeau. 

.MoRTlEa. 


"Cazan. 
"  Lieutenant-Generals,  .  Villatte,  and 

_CtAP«RED." 

Next  d^y,  a  royal  ordonnance  made  its  appearance,  by  which 
die  Duke  of  Elchingen  was  to  be  tried  before  the  Chamber  of 
Peers ;  and  that  body  accordingly  conuneuced  its  proceedii^js  oA 
the  13th  of  November.  On  this  occasion,  the  prisoner  was  in- 
troduced in  the  midst  of  four  groiM^nf^  whoare  said  to  have  beep 
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«fficera  of  the  rc^al  household.  Hevnis  dressed  in  ablue  military 
habit,  without  embroidery ;  but  he  wore  the  epaulettes  apper- 
taining to  his  rank,  and  the  star  of  the  Legion  of  Honour, 
while  the  ribband  appeared  under  his  coat.  At  his  button- 
hole was  also  the  ribband  of  St.  Louis,  without  the  cross. 
After  saluting  the  assembly,  he  sat  in  the  place  assigned  him, 
between  his  two  advocates,  Berryer  and  Dupin. 

This  celebrated  trial  was  accompanied  by  many  circumstances 
of  an  extraordinary  nature,  which  must  tend  not  a  little  to  en^ 
hance  the  superior  value  of  our  own  laws  and  instituticms.  . 
M.  Seguier,  President  of  the  Imperial  Court,  during  the  reign 
of  Bonaparte,  instructed  the  advocates  of  the  accused  *'  to  ex- 
hibit the  utmost  moderatioD  in  their  pleadings,  to  utter  nothing 
against  honour  or  their  conscience,  and  to  conform  themselves 
in  all  things  to. that  respect  which  is  due  to  the  laws." 

During  the  examination  of  the  Prince  d'Eckmiihl,  who  had 
cmnmanded  the  army  of  Paris,  he  declared,  that  if  a  conven- 
tion had  not  been  granted,  he  would  have  given  battle  to  the 
Allies.  On  being  asked  in  what  s^ise  the  provisional  gov«ii- 
tnoit  had  acceded  to  the  1 2th  article,  which  expressly  precludes 
all  military  men,  &c.  Irom  punishment,  in  consequence  of  their 
conduct,  the  President  instantly  observed,  "  in  virtue  of  the  dis- 
cretionary power  reserved  to  me,  Itio  declare,  that  the  questitm 
ou^t  not  to  be  put !"  On  this,  Ney  arising,  exclaimed, "  The 
text  of  the  12th  article  is  so  complete  on  the  score  of  protection, 
that  I  entirely  relied  on  it.  But  for  this,  I  would  have  preferred 
dyii^  sword  in  huid.  It  is  in  express  contradiction  to  this  ca- 
pitulation, that  I  have  been  arrested ;  I  remained  in  France 
solely  on  the  faith  of  it." 

M.  Berryer,  the  Marshal's  advocate,  was  now  interrupted, 
and  prevented  not  only  from  reading  the  text,  hut  expatiating 
on  the  nature  of  the  1 2th  article  <^  the  conventi<»i,  concluded 
at  Paris  on  the  3d  of  July,  first,  by  the  discreticaiary  power  of 
the  Chancellor,  and  next,  by  a  decree  of  the  Chamber. 

On  this,  the  Duke  of  Elchingen  arose  once  more,  and  spoke 

ai  follows :   "  I  am  accused  in  contravention  to  the  faith  of 

irestiet;  mid  I  am  not  permitted  to  invoke  their  protection. 

LL  2 
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Like  MonUf.f  now  ^ipeal  to  Eoropsand  topaaferii^;  and 
I  prohilHt  my  deftoden  horn  uttering  a  <aa^  qdbible  unleu 
they  are'  permuted  to  qieak  freely,  and  widiont  vcstxant." 
Having  Mon  after  been  co^leredlo  ledrcvtbe  Court  pawed  leiir- 
toce^  bjr  which  the  acctued  vas  decreed  to  be  connoted  of 
treaaoDt  to  be  degraded  from  the  L^ion  erf*  Honour,  and  to  be 
condemned  in  all  the  expencei  incident  to  the  prewnt  triaL  Of 
161  peen,  128  voted  finr  a  capita  pumshm«)t;  utveateen  for 
exile;  11  for  other  still  lessMrere  inflictions;  and  5  for  reinit>- 
ting  the  consideration  c^  the  whole  to  the  royal  clemency. 

The  Marshal  was  in  bed,  uid  asleep,  when  he  was  awt^ 
next  morning  by  an  officer,  who  immediate  proceeded  to  i^ead 
the  ientenc&  On  hearing  the  preamble  reieapitalating  all  his 
titles,  he  interrupted  the  recital,  by  saj'ing, "  You  mean  Michael 
Ney,  who  will  soon  be  a  mere  lamp  t£  clay."  After  this»  he 
heard  the  reminder  without  exhibiting  the  least  raootion;  and 
he  was  actually  observed  to  eat  his  dinner  with  his  usual  tran- 
quilli^. 

After  an  interview  with  the  JUkreekale  and  his  four  childroi* 
all  of  whom  are  boys,  and  the  eldest  only  twelve  years  of  j^^ 
he  was  advised  by  a  grenadier  to  send  for  a  cuaiesaor.  The 
Cflff  of  St  Sulpice  was  accordingly  Ivought,  end  r^nained  with 
him  in  private  for  some  hours. 

Next  morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  bdng  dressed  in  a  blue  frock* 
and  round  hat,  he  descended  from  the  Palace  of  the  Luxem- 
bourg through  two  lines  of  soldiers,  and  entering  a  backoff 
coach,  with  the  priest  and  two  officers,  th^  drove  throi^  the 
garden^  towards  the  gate  leading  to  the  CHiservatoiy.  Having 
alighted  there,  he  refused  to  allow  a  bandage  to  be  tied  b^re 
his  eyes,  and  advancing  boldly  towards  a  platoon  of  veterans, 
he  took  off  his  hat  with  his  left  hant^  and  exclaimed  in  a  firm 
tone  of  voices  *'  I  solemnly  protest  sgEunst  mj  unjust  sentence^ 
and  would  rather  have  died  fighting  for  my  country  in  the  field 
of  battle :  but  to  suffer  as  i  now  do  is  also  honouraUe.  fivt 
la  France!"  Then  addressing  himself  to  the  military  men  in 
front)  he  sud,  <' ScJdiers  I  do  your  du^,  and  aim  at  this  q)ot;" 
facing  hia  ri^  hand  at  the  same  time  on  hit  heart    la  a  iew 
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mdmelita  ke  feU,pieroed4»y  aixballs,  three  of  whidiliBd  altered 
his  head.  The  corpse  v«s  l^en  deposited  on  a  litter,  and  car- 
Tied  to  the  HoBpit»l  -of  Maternity,  where  Ihe  sicten  spent  the 
K^Mde  mght  in  prayers  around  it.  Next  day  hk  remai&s'were 
vonreyed  to  tfie  burying  ground  of  Mont  Xiouis,  and  dqiontod 
iJiere. 

Thu  fell  Michael  Ney,  Marshal  -and  Peer  of  France,  Duke  of 
Elohihgen,  and  Prince  of  Moskowa,  in  the  4<etb  year  oFltiB  age. 
His  exploits  were  of  a  singular,  and  sometimes  of  a  nHnraitic 
nature ;  and  so  great  was  his  personal  courage,  that  he  was  al- 
ways termed  the  '*  bravest  of  the  brave."  He  is  also  allowed 
to  have  possessed  con»derable  talents  for  war ;  and  to  have 
seldom  failed  in  hia  plans,  unless  by  the  intervention  of  unex- 
pected circumstances.  Glory  to  him  was  the  darling  object  of 
his  life;  and  to  conquer,  his  chief  happiness. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  sparing  of  human  blood,  except 
during  the  insurrection  at  Madrid,  on  which  occasion  he  was 
accused  of  great  cruelty  to  the  Spaniards  ;*but  it  is  allowed  that 
he  saved  the  lives  of  a  multitude  of  bis  countrymen,  and  that 
hundreds  of  the  emigrants  were  indebted  to  him  for  their 
existence. 

Yet  this  man,  so  bold,  so  resolute,  and  so  daring  in  the  field 
of  battle,  was  not  only  weak,  but  even  timid,  the  moment  that 
the  danger  was  over;  and  he  who  imposed  his  commands  on 
Gen^als  and  Princes,  is  said  to  have  frequently  yielded  in  his 
-own  house  to  the  insolence  of  a  Valet  de  Chambre. 

This  feebleness  of  character  is  eminently  displayed  in  that 
portion  of  his  life  whidi  produced  his  ruin ;  for  he  assuredly 
left  Paris  impressed  with  sentiments  of  loyalty;  and  changed 
instantly  in  &vour  of  Bonaparte,  whom  he  appears  to  have 
hated,  even  at  the  very  moment  he  was  surrounded  by  his 
emissaries. 

As  to  his  treason,  there  can  exist  no  possible  doubt ;  but  yet 
it  mast  be  at  the  same  time  allowed,  that  his  trial  was  not  con- 
ducted with  that  liberality  and  &imess  which  are  characteristic 
ofourlaws  and  constitution;  anditcahnot  be  dented  also,  that 
even  the  justice  of  the  sentence  depends  solely  on  the  interpreta- 
LL  3 
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tion  of  an  article  in  a  cqiitolation,  which  w^  not  permitted  to 
be  adduced  in  evidence  by  his  judges. 

It  ought  not  to  be  concealed,  however,  that  the  Dnke  of  Wel- 
lington formally  and  officially  declared  against  his  pretenfflons; 
and,  indeed,  so  odious  had  this  first  victim  after  the  return  of 
Louis  XVIII.  become  in  consequence  of  fais  treachery,  that  he 
was  perhaps  less  pitied,  and  less  bewuled^  than  any  one  vba 
has  suffered  during  the  whdb  coarse  of  the  revolutionary 
contesL 
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The  Life  of  the  late  JOSEPHINE, 

FORMEBLY  ViSCOUNTESS  Bb&UBABKOIS,  Es-EHFRE8&  OP 

France,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

X  HE  &eaks  of  fortune  are  sometimes  equally  singular  and 
romantic.  The  consort  of  Peter  the  Great  had  been  origi- 
nally a  servant  to  a  hmnble  and  obscure  priest  in  Livonia ; 
and  a  man  who  affected,  and  was  recognised  every  where  but 
in  England,  by  the  title  of  Napoleon  the  Great,  selected  a 
Creole,  bom  on  an  unknown  plantation  in  Martinique,  for  his 
partner  on  a  throne,  ephemeral  indeed,  but,  for  a  whil^  the 
most  brilliant  and  magnificent  in  Europe. 

Mademoiselle  Tacher  de  la  Pagerie^  the  lady  in  question, 
was  a  native  of  one  of  the  French  islands  beween  the  tropics. 
M.  Tacher,  her  &ther,  had  been  settled  for  some  years  in  the 
"West  Indies ;  and  having  comiected  himself  in  marriage  wldi 
a  req)ectable  lady  there,  appears  to  have  become  a  plantAT: 
He  is  said  to  have  been  originally  descended  from  a  noble 
Swiss  iamily,  a  branch  of  which  was  established  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Zia  Perche,  and  from  this  source,  the  personage  des- 
tdned  to  he  Empress  of  France^  and  Queen  of  Italy,  appears 
to  have  sprung. 

Tliis  celebrated  female  was  indebted  for  her  acquaintance 
with  Europe,  and  her  elevation  to  a  diadem,  to  a  little  female 
intrigue.  The  noble  house  of  Beauhamois  was  extremely 
wealthy  and  respectable,  as  it  possessed  large  estates  in  the 
Fraich- American  colonies,  while  sevaral  of  the  Individuals  ap- 
pertaining to  it,  had  attained  a  high  rank,  and  frequently  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  their  gaUantry,  in  the  naval  service 
•f  their  country.  At  the  period  alluded  to,  this  fan^ly  consist- 
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ed  of  two  brothers,  attached  to'  each  other  by  the  waimesf  ties 
of  friendship,  from  their  earhest  iniancy.  They  had  both 
served  in  the  royal  marine,  and  both  had  retired  with  the  rank 
of  Chefs  d^Escadre,  (Rear- Admirals,)  and  the  order  of  St. 
Louis.  The  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  who  was  the  elder,  had 
two  sons  in  consequence  of  his  marriage  with  a  lady,  long  since 
dead.  His  brother,  the  Vicomte  de  Beauhaniois,  had  obtain' 
ed  the  hand  of  Mademoiselle  Monchard,  the  daughter  of  a 
rich  Farmer^Qeneral  of  the  revenues,  a  woman  endowed  by 
nature  with  superior  talents,  which  were  carefully  cultivated 
by  education ;  and  by  her  he  had  a  son,  at  present  a  Coont 
and  Peer  of  France,  together  with  two  dan^ters. 

A  double  alliance  between  the  fiunilies  hud  been  ks)g 
resolved  upon ;  and  in  expectation  of  this  event,  the  tnheritaDce 
of  a  very  rich  plantation  at  St.  Domiqgo,  which  mi^t  tJicB 
have  been  denominated  the  France  of  the  West  ladies,  had 
never  been  divided.  The  elder  of  the  two  sisters,  in  conse- 
qu^ice  of  this  arrangement,  soon  after  married  her  cousin, 
the  young  Beauhamoie,  who,  according  to  that  custom  then 
prevalent  in  his  native  country,  and  so  favourable  to  the  mul- 
dplication  of  nobility,  had  assumed  the  appellation  of  Marquis. 
An  obstacle  too  formidable  to  be  overcome  soon  prevented 
the  other  part  of  this  family  contract  from  taking  effect. 

The  Beauhamois  had  entrusted  the  care  of  their  estates  in 
St  Domingo  to  a  common  friend ;  his  name  was  M.  Koiao- 
din,  and  he  managed  every  thing  connected  with  their  situa- 
tion as  jdanters,  nominally,  leithoutfee  or  reward.  They  both 
placed  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  abihties  and  integrity ;  and 
the  elder  brother  actually  invited  Madame  Renaudin,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mademoiselle  Tacher  de  la  Pagerie,  to  Pa- 
ris, whers  she  for  some  time  superintended  all  his  household 
concerns. 

This  proved  to  be  an  artfid,  or  as  some  would  term  her,  a 
pohtic  woman.  Suspecting  that  her  husband  would  find  some 
difBculty  in  the  adjustment  <^  his  accounts,  and  wisfaiqg  also 
to  advance  her  own  near  relatives,  she  conceived  the  idea  of 
blending  the  interest  of  her  friend,  M.  de  Beqaharaottt  witk 
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tboie  of  hbr  own  fiimily,  l^  uniting  one  of  her  niecn,  the 
daitghter  of  h&r  brotheF,  M.  Tacber  de  la  Pagerie,  mth  hi« 
immtifcried  «on.  She  accordingly  ieat  for  one  of  the  young 
ladies,  "who  happened  to  die  soon  after  landing  at  Rochefort. 

Undiamayed  at  this  event,  Madanie  RenBudia  donanded 
another :  the  second  proved  to  be  Josephine  1  who  had  not,  at 
this  period,  attained  her  fifteenth  year.  Her  form  and  .^p«^ 
aldiough  agreeably  were  not  then  fully  developed.  AgaitSemai 
who  saw,  and  frequently  ootivened  with  her  at  the  time  fa«e 
alluded  to,  asserts,  that  there  was  nothing  Aea  TenuiiwUe 
about  her  person,  with  the  exception  of  a  tall,  fine  figure,  and 
a  foot  eMremely  small.  She  ww,  however,  simple^  modesty 
and  of  a  sweet  and  ^niable  temper. 

The  younger  Beauharoois,  known  by  &e  title  ti  Viaomtt, 
and  who  now  lived  in  the  same  house  with  her,  soea  began  to 
think  this  young  Creole  more  lovely  than  his  own  couun  and 
intended  bride.  He  had  indeed  seen  the  latter, '  bat  for  «  few 
moments,  at  llie  grating  of  a  ccmvent  where  she  was  edueated't 
and  if  he  became  suddenly  enamoured  with  the  fermet^  io- 
le^baae,  on  her  part,  could  not  be  insensible  to  the  bhmditb- 
nunts,  and  handsome  person  of  her  youthfid  lover. 

The  aunt,  Madame  ReDaudin^  on  this  critietil  occa»on,  a»- 
■odated  a  Madame  Dnchenau  in  her  projects,  and  that  lady 
•oon  made  a  confidential  commnnkatien  to  M.  de  Beaahstw 
nois^  that  the  fiiture  happiness  of  his  son  solely  depended  on 
KB  alliance  with  A^idemois^e  la  Pagerie.  THs  reduced  the 
&tber  to  a  very  disagreeable  dilemma ;  £>t^  en  <nie  hand,  he 
was  desirous  to  grat^  the  wishes  of  his  second  son ;  while,  mi 
tiw  other,  he  Was  alarmed  at  Ae  idea  of  'finSng  in  his  engoge- 
TOsaU  to  his  brother,  £n  wh(nn  he  had  always  aiterta^EMd  « 
high  degree  of  respect.  On  mentioning  the  intended  matdi 
to  the  Count,  the  latter  treated  the  proposition  as  a  personal 
afiront,  —  a  gross  outiage  offered  to  himself,  which  he  never 
ctmld  either  pardon  or  forget.  Immediately  after  this,  he  in- 
sisted on  a  partition  of  the  family  estates  in  the  West  Indies, 
while  an  interminable  ]aw-«uit  was  immediately  coBuncBeed 
that  embroiled  the  brothers  for  life. 
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The  yoQthiiil  lovers,  however,  were  gratified,  and  Mademoi* 
•elle  Tacbo*  de  la  Pagerie  became  Vicomtesse  de  Beaufaamois. 
Several  children  were  the  iruits  of  this  union,  which,  during 
one  period,  however,  was  not  altogether  ^icitout.  Certain 
suspicions  took  place  on  the  part  of  the  husband ;  the  tribu- 
nals were  appealed  to ;  and  a  serration  was  demanded.  These 
at  length  decreed,  that  the  motives  were  too  feeble,  and  the 
beta  too  uncertain,  to  obtda  a  decree  c^  so  serious  a  nature ; 
and  the  husband  and  wife  were  at  length  prevailed  upon  to  re- 
aune  their  former  cordiality  and  intercourse.  The  death  of 
his  uncle,  who  is  said  to  have  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  n^>hew, 
in  Older  to  prove  how  unfortunate  he  was  in  not  marrying  his 
own  daughter,  who  afterwards  became  Marchion^s  de  Band, 
oontributed  n<»  a  Httle  to  this  fortunate  accommodati<m. 

They  now  re-appeared  at  court,  where  they  had  always 
been  well  received.  Madame  de  Beaubamois,  who  was  a  great 
&vourite  with  the  Queen,  about  this  time  began  to  be  consi- 
dered one  of  the  htmdsomest  women  in  the  royal  drcle  at  Ver- 
sailles; and  entered  into  all  the  dissipations  of  that  period. 
But  the  assfanbling  of  the  States-Graeral,  and  the  events  that 
already  seemed  to  prc^osticate  an  t^tproaching  revolution, 
aoon  banished  eveiy  idea  of  gaiety  and  pleasure  from  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Kings  of  France.  Her  Majesty  jiften  testified  her 
fears  on  this  subject,  in  private,  to  Josephine,  little  dreaming 
that  her  friend  ^ould  some  day  become  her  successor ,-  while 
the  latter,  in  her  turn,  evinced  great  uneasiness  at  the  conduct 
of  her  brother-in-law,  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  who  thm 
occupied  a  seat  among  the  representatives  of  the  nation.* 

Tliis  general  inquietude  was  soon  followed  by  a  private 
'  slaiin.      Her  own  husband,  who  had  been  for  some  time  a 

*  lie  Matquit  de  Bmiliuiioii,  who  wu  born  it  Marti dIco  in  i;G<),  acted  ai  ■  do. 
putj  Uom  the  Nbtfruc  uf  Bl  oil  ii>  the  Siaiea-General.  He  wai  dik  otibe  fini  to  join 
the  third  n(Bte  i  and  it  ooa  he  who.  during  the  ni(;hi  of  ihe  4tli  of  Auguit  t7S9,  prn- 
poeedthe  equaliij  of  putiiihmenu  tbtill  eitiseiu  alike.  He  afiemnli  pretided  aa  FM- 
tident:  and  at  length  repaired  toihearmj  of  ibe  North,  with  tbe  rank  of  Ai^iutaDIt 
Geoenl;  aeon  after  whicLi,  Biron,  who  then  commended  the  uoopa,  made  iWtj&vom- 
■ble  fepon  telative  to  hi*  aenicei  netu  lo  Mon. 

In  1793, be  mi  ptodauoed  G«Mnl-ii|.Ctii*fof  tbe  aimyof  the  Rhme,  end  io,a 
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field-officer,  and  atw&ys  evinced  an  eager  desire  for  gloty, 
was  now  about  to  join  the  army,  in  consequence  of  an  unex- 
pected declaration  of  war.  He  accordingly  repaired  to  his  re* 
giment,  and  soon  attained  the  rank  of  general.  But  although 
attached  to,  and  beloved  in  turn  by  Louis  XVI.,  fae  readily 
perceived  that  this  monarch  was  destined,  at  no  distant  period, 
to  lose  that  phantom  of  power  which  he  then  enjoyed,  tt^ether 
with  his  life,  at  one  and  the  same  moment.  When  all  this  o& 
curred,  as  had  be^i  foreseen,  M.  de  Beauhamois  himself  ww 
denounced  as  an  aristocrat  by  lus  own  soldiers,  derived  of  his 
commission  by  superior  authority,  and  conducted  to  Paris* 
where  he  was  placed  in  a  state  of  arrest  > 

Josephine,  the  sensibility  of  whose  heart  is  well  known,  im- 
mediately interposed,  and  adopted  every  possible  mode,  both 
through  the  medium  of  fi-iends,  as  well  as  by  her  owq  personal 
solicitations,  to  obtain  his  Uber^.  Her  husband,  on  his  part, 
was  deeply  moved  by  the  ajfectionate  attachm«it,  and  un- 
ceasing assiduity  of  his  vrife,  who  was  not  only  soon  after  de- 
nied the  pleasure  of  consoling  her  unhapj^  spouse,  but  ac- 
tually deprived  of  her  own  liberty,  having  betai  sdzed  and  con- 
fined at  the  convent  of  the  Carmelites. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  the  unfortunate  Vicomte  was 
carried  before  the  RevolutionaTy  Tribunal,  which  instantly 
condranned  him  to  death.  He  periled  with  great  courage; 
not,  however,  without  shedding  a  few  tears  at  the  &te  of  hia 
wife  and  children ;  ftir  he  could  not  possibly  dream  that  his 
scalR)ld  was  destined  to  be  the  first  step  to  that  throne  oa 
which  his  widow  was  &ted  to  sit ! 

On  hearing  the  fatal  news,  the  disconsolate  Josephine  swoon- 
ed away,  and  was  confined  for  a  considerable  time  to  her  bed. 
The  jailer  having  been  desired  to  call  in  medical  assistance,  he 


ihon  time  afivr,  «u  nimed  Miniiter  (t  War,  in  ofiire  which  he  wonld  mtkccapt. 
He  mi  guillotined  on  iht  aailof  July  1793,  iatbeaiihjwof  hlitge.  Headdieued 
■n  Kffecting  letter  on  ihii  occuion  to  hit  t'liow,  rccomiaBadlng  iheir  children  lo  ker 
can,  ind  exproMlng  ui  eamul  nlih  tW  jiutice  thoold  ba  done  (0  the  memoij  of  a  man 
*ho  nu  aiuctwl  10  tlw  Ubcny  of  bia  cvnatrj. 
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floolfy  relied,  "  thaw  is  no  occMion  whMevCT  for  a  physicilut; 
her  husbaad  was  'enscnted  but  l&n  Wednesday ;  to-morrow, 
periiqw,  slie  herself  mt»t  experience  a  umilM*  JBte." 

At  length,  the  death  of  >  that  sangomsry  muMter,  Manni- 
lisa  Robespierre,  md  his  ferocious  a«aoci«tei^  restored  to  li- 
berty a  multkude  (£  prisoners  yihcaa  they  had  destined  to  hi 
^eir  victiins.  Amm^t  those  it^to  fertimatdy  etwaped  on 
das  occasion,  was  Madame  de  fiealIhEl^Ioil^  laftor  hsvHig  been 
MtFvcd  'with  a  oopy  of  her  act  of  •oematioB,  wbuih  was  ^mys 
a  <*ure  prelude  to  condannation  and  death.  So  oertMB  was 
■he  ctf  tfiat  event,  father  fine  laag  tressese  had  been  «at  <^ 
with  a  view  of  being  transmitted  to  hix  i^ldr^ ;  Uita  >beii^ 
the  last  and  only  presrait  she  could  Joake  them  I  Sat  this 
la^  i^peared  to  -have  eaeaped  ^ran  prosor^ition,  osdy  to  be 
eapoaed  to  new  nusfortUIieB ;  for  all  the  &aiily  fortune  in  Eo- 
rape  hitd  been  s^wdon,  and  the  -eonfla^vtions  and  massacres 
is  St.  Domingo,  hod  bia^vfed  her  of  the  pessibility  of  suf^^y 
fromthat  quarteref'theworld. 

-On  this  oceasion,  ^  flxperieoced  the  kind  assifltance  of 
Madame  TalUen,  and  several  'Others  eS  her  friends.  By  that 
means  she  was  enabled,  after  a  conudciaUe  ioterval,  to  r»- 
appear  in  the  gay  parties  of  the  cental ;  and  both  these  -ladies 
wen^  at  that  period,  ooosfaouoaB  on  account  of  ihe  Grteiatt 
oBttime  which  t^ey  thai  adopted.  Thus  dressed,  th^  were ' 
generally  present  at  what  were  then  t^med  the  Civic  feattSt 
Ihe  playhouses,  and  the  directorial  drdes.  They  were  'Soe 
first  also  to  bani^  and  prosmbe  revoludona^  manners ;  they 
hdd  in  horror  and  detestation  all  who  delighted  in  Idood; 
ud  '  A^  -s^aed  eveiy  ^tosuble  (^portuni^  to  save  those  \ic- 
tbna  whdoh  the  exiBtu^  gorcinment  wished  to  immolate  to 
&eir  own  eeeuri^. 

Meanwhile  Barras,  now  one  of  the  directors,  became  greatly 
attached  to  the  handsome  Madame  de  Beanhamois,  and  in- 
ta<ested  hims^  warmly  in  her  &Tour,  Through  hisinflu^ce 
^d  under  the  title  oF  indemn^^eation,  she  re-obtained  a  por- 
-  tion  of  the  property  of  her  late  husband.  This  dae&y  con- 
sisted of  MtUmeusont   whither  she  now  occatioQally  retired* 
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aad  intaediatcly  b^gaa  to  es^KUiah  the  gardoia  widi.  rai« 
and  expenuve  plants.  It  was  there  she  cukiroted  her  tatta 
for  botuKf ;  there  she  occupied  her  time  in  acquiring  a  n^ 
riety  (^  usefiil  knowledge;  and  it  was  chie6y  tb«-e  also  tdiat 
ahft  dedicated  her  attention  to  the  education  of  her  cbildnD) 
whom  she  loved  to  idolatry.  They  already  evinced  the  liA^ 
piest  natural  dispositions,  and  a  fond  motlier  had  only  t» 
lament  that  she  waa  unable  to  procure  them  an  eBtabliahmcM 
worthy  of  thar  name  and  merits,  when  they  should  arrire  kC 
a  proper  age. 

But  singular  events,  or  rather  proch^es,  were  now  pr^aring 
in  &vour  of  this  family;  for  the  beaatifiil  widow  soon  chfuiged 
her  condition  by  a  marrie^,  and  die  became  the  wife  of  aytmn^ 
■oldier  of  fortune,  whose  sole  income  was  derived  Irom  hi* 
half  pay  i  On  this  occasion  Bonaparte  promised  to,adopt  her 
childreo  and  txeat  them  as  his  own ;  and  it  must  be  coafesM^ 
whatever  may  be  olijected  to  him  on  ol^er  oceasicBM,  that  ha 
always  held  this  engagement  sacred  and  inviolate. 

Immediately  after  the  marriage,  the  General  r^iaired 
to  Italy,   and  it  haa  beep  said,   that  the  cemmaod  of   th« 

.  Frmch  army  there,  was  the  dower  he  received  with  bia 
bride.  His  victoriea  in  that  quarter  soon  excited,  as  haa  beoi 
reported,  the  envy  of  the  IMrectory ;  and  had  he  perished,  &•> 

-  wa*  pwhape  expected,  in  Egypt,  the  iamity  of  BeauhaMiou 
would  have  possessed  no  other  resources  than  a  scanty  pn>* 
vision  which  they  received  &om  the  goi^mment,  as  an  ac> 
ImowledgmeDt  of  their  colonial  claims. 

On  the  return  of  Napoleon  the  scene  suddenly  ehanged; 
but  it  has  been  asserted  by  her  Mends,  that  instead  of  ascend- 
ii^  a  throne  herse^  Josephine  wished  to  have  placed  the 
B<Hirbons  on  it.  They  maintain  also,  that  ttom  thia  moment 
she  was  seized  with  a  kind  of  habitual  melancholy;  and  the 
diadem  soon  after  placed  by  the  hand  of  Bm^iarte  oa  har 
headf  did  not  t«id  to  console  her  amidst  her  bitter  afflictirais; 
sa  she  always  deemed  this  act  "  an  ine&ceable  blot  in  th* 
life  of  a  great  man." 

Become  Eo^teror,  he  now  lavished  honours  en  her  children; 
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her  bdored  daughter  Horten^  vaa  united  to  hir  broths 
Louis,  aiid  the  crown  of  HoU^id  became  the  marriage  por- 
tioQ  1  &igene  Beaubamois,  vho  had  accompanied  his  &th»- 
in-law  to  Egypt,  obtained  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  was 
adopted  BS  one  of  the  Imperial  Qunily  ;  even  Stcpbania,  thcdr 
cousin,  a  daughter  of  the  Senator  Beauharaois,  was  admitted 
to  the  rank  of  a  Princeas,  and  married,  to  the  Prince  of  Badra ; 
while  the  son  of  Queen  Horteaisia,  by  Louis  Napoleon,  was 
adapted  as  the  ititure  h^r  to  the  throne  of  France.  But  death 
suddenly  interposed  and  put  an  end  to  these  aspiring  hopes ! 

Meanwhile  the  brilliant  victories  obtained  on  the  continent 
by  the  Fi^nch  arms,  enriched  Paris  with  the  spoils  of  captive 
nations,  and  rendered  the  new  Emperor  stilL  more  am^iant 
and  presumptuous.  He  dictated  the  conditiou  of  peace  to 
tlie  greatest  potentates,  for  he  now  reigned  over  half  of  En- 
rc^;  allies,  neighbours,  subjects,  all  obeyed  his  commands. 
£(i{^and  aione  opposed  herself  to  his  ambition,  counteracted 
his  designs,  defeated  his  projects,  and  finally  triumphed  over 
himl 

'  To  the  honour  of  female  disLDt^restedness,  the  Empren 
alme  remained  undazzled  with  her  high  station.  She  was 
yerpetually  inculcating  to  Bonaparte  the  folly  of  foreign  con- 
quests ;  and  the  wiser  as  wdl  as  nobler  scheme  of  rendering 
France  happy,  by  raicouroging  and  protecting  her  commerce 
Mid  agriculture  I  To  this  lady  he  was  doubtless  attached ;  but 
his  mind  was  constantly  haunted  by  the  dreams  of  ambition ; 
he  panted  for  an  hdr,  and  wished  that  the  mother  diouldbe 
eminently  illustrious  in  point  of  birth,  so  that  mankind  might 
be  inspired  with  respect,  both  for  himself  and  his  progeny. 
Accordingly,  in  an  evil  hour,  he  pitched  on  a  dauf^ter  of 
the  Emperor  of  Austria;  and  resolved  on  divorcing  a  consort, 
whose  marriage  had  been  secretly  blessed  by  the  Pope;  who 
bod  been  crowned  by  his  Holiness ;  who  had  been  the  wjfe  of 
Kapoleon  during  fourteen  whole  years ;  and  who  could  not  be 
separated  from  him  without  a  breach  of  his  own  expresjs  law, 
prohibiting  every  thing  of  this  kind  in  the  Imperial  &niily ! 

No  sooner  was  this  design  resolved  upon,  than  the  necessary 
12 
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means  vere  t^cen  to  carry  it  into  iostant  execution.  On  De- 
cember 16th,  1809,  all  the  members  of  the  Senate  were  as- 
sembled, including  the  Kings  of  Westphalia  and  Naples :  the 
Grand  Admiral,  the  Prince  Viceroy  of  Italy,  the  Arch-Chan- 
cdloT  of  State,  the  Prince  Vice-Ck)nstable,  &c.  Sac 

After  the  usual  ceremonies,  a  project  of  a  Senatus  Consullum 
was  read,  resf>ecting  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage  between  the 
Emperor  N^raleon  and  the  Empress  Josepliina 

This  deed  of  separation  required  by  the  two  high  contrading 
partits  themsdves,  and  approved  of  by  a  &niily  council  at 
which  all  the  Princes  and  Princesses  of  the  Imperial  Family 
then  at  Paris,  had  asdsted,  received,  on  the  same  day,  the 
assent  of  the  Senate  after  having  been  duly  examined  by  a  spe- 
cial commission. 

Jean-Jaques-R^s  Cambaceres,  Prince  Arch-Chancellor 
of  the  Empire,  then  stated,  that  on  the  preceding  day  he 
bad  visited  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries,  attaided  by  Midiad 
Lous  Eticune  R^;nanlt  de  St  Jean  d'Angeley,  Count  of  the 
Empire,  Minister  of  State,  and  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Imperial 
Family.  On  being  introduced  to  the  Grand  Cabinet  of  the 
Emperor,  he  there  found  His  Majesty  the  Emponr  and  King, 
with  Her  Majesty  Uie  Empress,  att^ided  by  Their  M^e«ties 
the  Kings  of  Holland,  Westphalia,  and  Naples,  &c.  Sue 

His  Imperial  Majesty  th^t  addressed  him  in  a  speed),  in 
which  he  stated  as  follows :  "  The  politics  of  my  monarchy, 
the  interests  and  the  wants  of  my  people,  which  have  con- 
stantly guided  all  my  actions,  require,  that  after  me,  I  should 
leai£  children,  inheritors  of  my  love  for  my  people,  and  of 
that  Arone  on  which  Providence  has  placed  me.  NotwiUtstiuid- 
ing  this,  for  several  years  past,  I  have  lost  the  hope  of 
-having  children  by  nty  marriage  with  my  well-bdoved  con- 
•t^t^  the  Empress  Josephine.  This  circumstance  alone  induces 
me  to  sacrifice  the  sweetest  affections  of  my  heart,  in  order  to 
Attend  to  nothing  but  the  good  of  the  state;  and  with  this 
view  I  now  wish  the  dissolution  of  my  marriage.  Arrived  at 
the  ^  of  for^  years,  I  may  indulge  the  hope  of  living  long 
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enou^  to  oducate  ia  lay  own.  liewi  aod.  seitUnuntv  tJie  dul. 
dren  whidn  it  may  jJeBse  Providonoe  to  ^ve  mq.  God  o^. 
knonsi  bow  much  sudk  a  vesolutitHi  hna  cost  my  Ueart ;  but 
there  ia  no<  sacrifice  be^od  m-y  coucs^  when  it  is  prored 
to  me  to  be  necessary  to  tbe  w^&re  of  France." 

Hie  Empresft-Queen  ikea  Epok«  as  follows :  "  By  the  per- 
missioii  ef  our  dear  and  augusb  consort,  I  ou^U  to  declare^ 
tbat  Qot  presej^Dg  any  hope  of  haviug  children»  which,  quf 
ftUfil  tiie  ol^ts  of  hift  poUcy  and  tbe  interests  of  Fnuice^  I 
am  pleased  to  ailbrd  him  the  greatest  pDoof  of  attachment  and 
devotion  whioh  baa  ever  be^i  given  on  earth.  I  possess.  aU 
.  from  his  bounty ;  it  was  his  band  vhicb  crowned  me»  aad 
sealfd  me  on  a  throne)  lund  I  have  raceived  nothing  but 
proofe  of  affection  and  love  from  the  French  people. 

*'  I  think  I  prove  myself  grate&il  in  consenting  to  the  dis- 
sfjution  of  a  marriage,  which  heretofore  was  an  obstacle  to 
the  wel&re  of  France,  by  depriving  it  of  the  happiness  af 
bang  one  day  governed  1^  the  descendants  of  a  gceat  nun, 
erident^  rueed  up  by  Providence  to  effiice  the  evils  i4  » 
tCTrible  revtdutioti)  and  t»  re-«stablish  the  altai^  the  thrww^ 
and  soci^  order. 

**  But  the  dissolution  of  my  marriage  will  in  no  degree 
change  the  sentimraits  my  heart.  The  Emperor  will  ever  find 
in  me  his  beet  friend.  I  know  bow  much  this  act^  demanded 
by  poUcy,  and'  by  interests  of  a  high  nature  has  a^cted:  my 
heart :  bat  both  of  us  exult  in  the  sacrifice  which  we  make  for 
the  good  of  ^e  country." 

lie  instrument  for  dissolving  the  marriage  was  then  signed 
by  the  following  personages : 

Napoleon,  Juiie^  , 

Josephine  Hortaise, 

Madame,  (the  mother  of  Bonaparte)  Catherine, 

Loins,  Finding 

Jerome  Napt^eon,  Caroline. 

Joachim  Naptdeon, 

Eugene  Napoleon,  , 
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The  act  wsb  countersigned  b]r  Cambsceres,  Prince>Arch- 
CfaancdloT,  sod  Coont  Ref;naiilt  de  St.  Jean  d'Angd^. 

Joscjrfiiiie  now  withdrew  &om  the  palace  of  die  'Zlitulleriei, 
and  retired  once  more  to  Malmaison,  where  she  was  yisited  SaHy 
by  Bonaparte  until  ihe  period  of  his  nuptials.  But  after  his  union 
with  &e  Arch-Duchess  MariR-Louiia,  he  delivered  himsdf 
over  b>  the  silly  impulses  of  a  puerile  vanity.  -  Tliis  was 
augmoited  not  a  little  on  the  birth  of  the  young  Napoleon* 
in  whose  vans  the  blood  of  St  Louis  was  nnited  with  that 
of  Msria'Dierefla;  while  the  twice-widowed  Creole,  recollected 
with  a  heavy  heart,  ihe  prediction  that  had  been  made  to  her 
in  the  island  of  MartiniqDE^  "  diat  she  should  be  for  a  time  the 
sovereign  of  a  greet  nation,  but  die  soon  after,  despoiled  (^ 
all  her  grandeur  I" 

She  now  lived  at  her  beaotiiii]  seat  near  St  Germdne'sa 
anrrounded  by  those  friends  whom  she  had  preserved,  amidst 
all  the  grandeur  and  seductions  incident  to  her  recent  ele- 
vation. As  her  income  was  large,  the  rarest  plants  and 
flowers  were  imported  from  all  parts  of  the  world;  while 
turds  of  the  finest  plumage  and  choicest  son^  were  selected 
for  her  aviaries.  Her  gtirdens  were  laid  out  in  the  Englidi 
taste,  and  by  an  Englishman ;  and  while  tlie  author  of  this 
article  wandered  along  a  mormDring  brodti,  that  winded 
through  her  meadows,  he  beheld  some  fine  aquatic  birds 
sporting  in  the  stream,  and  took  ddi^t  in  contemplating  the 
large  dder  ducks  of  Hudson's  river,  mingled  with  the  black 
swans  of  Botany  Bay,  now  brought  together  from  the  most 
distant  regions  of  the  earth.  Her  green-houses  and  conser* 
vatories  were  fiUed  with  the  most  costly  shrubs,  and  he  saw 
trees  growing  in  the  open  air,  which  in  England  we  usually 
confine  to  oiir  hot-houses. 

But  notwithstanding  all  the  attractions  with  which  she  was 
Burronnded,  the  Ex-Empress  was  a  prey  to  grief  •and  me- 
landioly.  To  change  the  scene,  she  d,^termined  soon  after 
the  second  marriage  of  her  husband,  to .  take  a  journey  to 
Navarre^  where  she  possessed  a  noble  mansion,  that' had 
beoi  presented  fay  Ni^xdecm  on  thcar  tqiaraticMi.  As  it  was 
M  K 
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out  of  repair^  he  iinmediately  advanced  her  a  million  oftnuKs 
to  cover  all  expences.  This  sum,  in  addition  to  three  myMons 
of  revenue,  enabled  her  to  perform  a.  thousand  generous 
actionB. 

She  was  now  surrounded  by  a  brilliant  oircle  of  distinguish- 
ed females,  all  of  whom  either  were  or  became  attached  to  her. 
She  still  preserved  the  rank  of  Empress;  her  daughter,  who 
was  obliged  occasionally  to  appear  at  the  Court  of  her  adopted 
fiitber,  always  returned  with  nature'  to  rgoin  her  mother  at 
Malmaison;  and  the  elegant  assemblages  of  both  sexes,  which 
regularly  met  there,  were  pr^rred  even  hy  the  Parisians  tium- 
aelves,  to  those  of  the  Thuilleries.  On  this  being  mentitmed 
to  Josephine,  she  replied  as  follows :  "  Having  passed  all  my 
life  here,  and  Uved  in  the  society  of  those  who  compose  the  pre- 
sent  court,  I  am  (^  course  enabled  to  converse  on  more  subjects, 
and  with  plater  facility  than  a  fordgn  Princess  but  iijq)eF- 
fecUy  acquainted  with  our  customs  and  language.  Yet,  iastead 
of  complaining  of  Her  Imperial  Majesty,  every  one  ought  to 
endeavour  to  render  France  dear  to  on  Emprees,  who  has  1^ 
her  native  country  in  order  to  take  up  her  abode  among  stran- 
gers!" 

It  was  thus  that  the  amiable  Josephine,  instead  of  ent^tain* 
ing  any  resentment  against  her  rival,  wished  to  ccmtribute  as 
much  as  possible  to  her  happiness.  She  whs  also  generous 
enough  to  participate  most  sincerely  in  the  joy  experienced  by 
Bonaparte,  when  faer  Imperial  Majesty  produced  him  a  son ; 
she  requested  to  see  the  child,  and  always  testified  the  most 
lively  interest  in  his  &te.  These  were  the  last  h^py  days  of  a 
distingubhed  finale,  who  seemed  to  resemble  aluminary,  whidt 
ttfter  shining  meteor-like,  for  a  while,  is  extinguished  all  trf  a 
sudden. 

The  mod  and  ill-concerted  expedition  to  Moscow,  which  oc- 
curred soon  after,  had  a  visible  ^ect  on  the  person,  the  conver- 
sation,  and  the  heaUh  of  the  £x-Empress.  In  addition  to  the 
inquietude  experienced  in  behalf  of  a  man,  who  had  been  ones 
her  husband,  she  was  impressed  with  the  still  more  deadly  fear 
(^louRgan  only  son.    The  fate  of  Prince  Eqgen^  coaaaxaiy 
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colled  the  Viceroy  of  Italy,  remained  for  several  days  unknown. 
He,  who  so  well  merited  the  confidence  of  his  fether-in-Iaw,  was 
employed  in  re-assembling  the  wreck  of  one  of  the  finest  armiei 
that  £urope  had  ever  witnessed. 

Tlie  year  subseqaent  to  this  disaster  was  not  more  fortunate. 
Napoleon,  justly  abandoned  by  Victory^  the  favours  of  whom 
he  did  not  sufficiently  appreciate,  returned  from  Germany  to 
demand  supplies  of  men  and  money,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  sdU  bis  subjects.  They  relused  both ;  and  the  Allies  im- 
mediately invaded  France. 

Josephine  appeared  to  take  little  or  no  part  in  these  events ; 
bat  her  heart,  which  was  replete  with  sensibility,  experienced 
the  most  bitter  anguish.  She  now  once  more  recollected  her 
&tal  horoscopes  and  thought  that  the  predictions  uttered  in  the 
West  Indies  were  about  to  be  accomphshed,  both  in  respect  to 
herself  and  her  children. 

Louis  XVIII.  although  then  surrounded  by  the  Ulira-Ec^ 
alists,  who  were  panting  for  vengeance^  took  no  steps  either 
against  this  exalted  female,  or  her  family.  The  foreign 
Sovereigns  were  desirous  to  pay  their  respects  to  a  woman, 
who  had  been  recognized  for  several  years,  as  one  of  the 
greatest  Empresses  in  Europe ;  they  visited  frequently,  dined 
with,  and  testified  their  r^ard,  by  the  most  delicate  at- 
tentions. 

Josephine,  thus  escaped  from  the  horrors  experienced  by  so 
many  persons  who  had  formerly  constituted  part  of  her  bril- 
liant court,  now  seemed  to  enjoy  a  little  quiet  and  happmess, 
after  the  stormy  period  of  so  many  revolutions  in  her  fortune^ 
and  affairs.  But  appearances  were  delusive.  Her  mind  had 
been  too  much  agitated  to  resume  its  balance;  and  her  body 
soon  sympathised  but  too  truly  and  too  forcibly  with  her  mind. 
She  was  accordingly  seized  with  a  mortal  malady,  which  ex- 
cited the  regret  and  compassion  of  all  parties,  classes  and  des- 
criptions of  people.  The  most  illustrious  personages  testi- 
fied a  lively  interest  in  her  fate.  The  miserable  and  unfortu- 
nate whom  she  bad  succoured  and  assisted,  were  drowned  ia 
tears;  while  her  d^ldren  implored  Heaven  to  restore  a  kind, 
MH  2 
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tender,  and  ^fectionate  mother  to  them !  Hieir  prsTcrs  woe 
Kttered  in  vain :  with  the  glory  of  'Sapoleim  ma  esrth^nisbed 
the.  life  of  that  exalted  female,  whcon,  misled  bjr  the  workings 
of  Tsnity  aod  amlutioD,  he  bad  been  boaa  and  impolitick  encKi^ 
torepodiate! 
"The  £s-I^npreu  Jotephine  ceaaed  toexirt  in  1814. 
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Life  of  THOMAS  JOHNES,  Esquibe  op  Hafoo, 
M.A.  F.L.S. 

LOED  LIKDTEHANT,  CVSTOS  BOTULORUlf,  AMD  U.  P.  FOR  TBI 
COUNTY  or  CAKDIOAN  (  LATE  COLONEL  OV  THE  CAXttUAKTHEK- 
SHIRB  UILITIA,  ftc.  &C. 

1 KE  sulject  of  this  article  has  been  for  many  years  wdl  known 
.  to  the  world,  and  that  too,  in  a  Tariety  of  publio  capacities; 
89  a  senator,  a  planter,  aq  agriculturist,  an  ornamental-gar- 
dener, and  a  man  of  letters.  The  Johnes',  (usually  pronounced 
Johns',}  are  of  considerable' antiquity  in  the  principalis.  The  ■ 
&ther  of  this  gentleman,  who  appears  at  one  time  to  have  led 
a  gay  and  dissipated  life,  entered  into  all  the  expensive  follies 
of  his  day.  According  to  a  memorandum  furnished  by 
a  contemporary,  he  was  accustomed  to  entertain  the  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Rigby,  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  and 
Mr.  Fox,  afterwards  Lord  Holland,  together  with  Mr. 
MM  3 
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Lloyd  of  Peterwell,  for  weeks  together,  at  Ws  hospitable  seat 
of  Llanvair,  in  Cardigui^ire.  They  played  during  the  even- 
ings for  large  sums,  and  Messrs.  Fox  and  Rjgby  usually  proved 
fortunate;  "thusthecownirygCTiifcroCTiwerecut up."  However, 
both  Mr.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Johnes  ^terwards  married  heiresses, 
and  recovered.  The  latter,  during  some  years,  represented 
the  county  of  Radnor,  in  Parliament ;  having  been  brought 
in,  in  conse  Earl  of  Oxford 

«nd  LonJ  B  property  and  in- 

fluence tha-t  jht,  a  lady  who 

brought  a  li  greatly  added  to 

his  paternal  irovided  the  an- 

nexed gene  up  for,  and  pr&- 

seDted  to  hit  le  acknowledged, 

«ven  by  the  ancient  indeed  ! 


PEtoiGREB  of  THOMAS  JOHNES,  Esq.  of  Hafod  Ychd- 
lyd,  M.  P.  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  Custo*  Rotulorum  for 
die  Cotmty  of  OardigaiH  8tc.  &c.  Stc. 

AED  MAWR, 

■iinace  among  the  first  c«^ny  of  the  Britoiu. 

PKYDAIN, 

He  fint'coDBolidated  the  itatet  of  Briton  (or  Britain),  divided  into 
Loegyr,'  Alban,  and  Cymro. 

1 
DYVNVARXH  HEN. 

I 
DYVNWAL  MOELMUD, 

He  lived  about  400  years  bdbre  Christ,  and  wag  the  first  to  combine 
the  taws,  custonu,  and  maxims  of  the  aocieat  Brttons  into  a  regular 
codc.  \ 


•  ThefolliMinguibenibituicecf  aDOlslHiwbefbKiiie.  —  ■' Miu  Knight  bm^ln 
with  bcrifenuM  of  70,0001.1  inil  b;  the  blunder  of  >  Welch  tttomer,  aho  did  not 
kBtnr  ihe  diffnnica  between  *■  hein-mile  and  inae-mile,"  tlie  eMM*  of  Kfod,  lot- 
merljipperuiaingM  tlieHeibeniidarolfedondwJdma'InHMdaf  dwLliijdi'.  Ilic 
&thu  bmifht  ttw  ntj  snrient  eittti  of  Ciak  Cisile  <rith  ftn  of  hit  wib'^  dsmr. 
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BELL 

I 

GWHGANT  VARVDRWCH. 

CUHELYN. 

I 
8ITSYLLT. 

I 
DAN. 

I 
MORUDD. 

I 
BLYDNOG. 

I 
CERAINT. 

CADELL. 

I 

COEL. 

I 

P09, 

I 

CERAINT. 

I 

ANDRYN. 

I 

DRtEW. 

I 

ITHEL. 

I 

CLYDOG. 

I 
CLYDNO. 

I 
GORWYST. 

I 

HEIRION. 

I 

BLEIDDYD. 

1 

CAFO. 

I 

OWAIN. 

I 

SITSYLLT. 

I 

H  H'  4 
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ASTHVjtEL. 

1    . 

EIDAL. 

I 

HHODAWH. 

I 

EHYDDEHCH. 

I 

SAWt  BENISEL. 

I 

POR. 

CAI. 
I 

wmoojts. 
I 

BELI  MAWR. 

U.UDD. 

AVLECH. 

AVALLECH. 

BNDDOLAO. 

ENNOS. 

EINTBD. 

I 

EURDEYRN. 

I 
BTODIGANT. 

I 

RHTOEtBN. 

I 

EHUDDVEDEI.. 

I 

GRABD. 

I 

EOHBEN. 

1 

TUDBWYLL. 

I 

DEHSUVRAIKT. 

I 

mavai. 

COELGODEBOe. 

I 
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1 

CENEU. 

I 

GWRWST  LEDLWM. 

I 

MEIRCHION  GUI,. 

1 

CYNVARCH. 


197 


I 
DRIBN  REGED, 
A  dutioguUhed  cbieftaJn  of  tJie 
noTtlieFii  Briton*)  lived  in  the 
Ittter  pan  of  the  fifth  century. 
—  HU  anal  were  argent,  a 
chenon  fable,  between  three 
ravens  proper. 


MARY, 

Daughter    and    wle  hcircM  of 

Owrlas,  Duke  of  Cornwall. 


i 
OWEN. 


LLAMINOD  ANGBLL  MORE, 
ao  called  from  hie  fair  countenance. 


LLWYD. 

I 

TANGWELL. 


FASGEN. 

I 

RERYD. 

I 

HOODLIW. 

I 

ALLAFF  I/IVYD. 

LLEWELYN. 

I 

BELLYN. 

I 

MARCHWTTHAN, 

one  of  the  fifteen  tribei. 


TYTSYLLT. 

I 

GURWARED. 

I 

KYMCAYTHER. 

I 

U-WARCH. 

1 

BINION. 

I 

6RAN0. 

I 

RHYS,  »c. 
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«  Thomas  Johnes  •,  Esq.  was  bora  at  iudlow,  in  l^irop. 
shire,  on  the  20th  of  August,  17*8,  (O.  &)j  his  father  was 
agwitleman  of  considerable  landed  property,  and  membCT  of 
parliament  for  the  county  of  Radnor. 

"  After  having  been  taught  to  read  English  at  a  respectaUe 
preparatory  seminary  ia  hU  native  town,  Mr.  Johnes  was  sent, 
at  the  age  of  seven  years,  to  the  free  grammar  school  at 
Shrewsbury.  During  the  course  of  his  education  at  the  latter 
place,  he  was  lodged  and  boarded  at  the  house  of  Mr.  John- 
ton,  the  fourth,  or  under-master,  whose  kind  attention  to  his 
health  and  improvement  he  ever  rememabered  with  gratitude. 

"  Having  remained  at  Shrewsbury  school  for  four  years, 
he  was  removed  in  1 760  to  Eton  college,  which  was  at  ft»i»t 
time  superintended  by  Dr.  Barnard,  who  united  in  his  charac- 
ter the  accomplishments  of  a  profound  and  elegant  scholar 
with  the-  polish  of  a  man  of  the  world.  Some  time  after  Mr. 
Johnes's  admission,  however.  Dr.  Barnard  was  succeeded  by 
Dr.  Foster,  the  learned  author  of  the  '  Essay  on  Accent  and 
Quantity.'  Mr.  Johnes's  tutor  at  Eton  was  Dr.  Roberts,  who 
afterwards  succeeded  to  the  provostship, 

"  There  Mr.  Johnes  continued  seven  years ;  in  the  course  (^ 
which  time,  he  made  himself  fomlliarly  acquainted  with  the 
X.atin  classics.  He  also  acquired  a  respectable  knowledge  of 
the  Gre^  language.  Tlie  traces  of  his  early  studies  were 
deeply  impressed  on  his  mind ;  for  though  he  had  not,  in  his 
maturer  years,  paid  any  systematic  attention  to  classical  litera- 
ture, yet,  to  the  latest  period  c£  his  life,  in  occasional  ctmver- 
sations,  he  evinced  a  minute  recollection  of  the  standard  writers 
of  Greece  and  Rome. 

"  In  1767,  he  attended  a  course  of  lectures  on  Lc^c  and 
Moral  Philosophy  at  the  College  of  Edinburgh.  During  the 
short  period  of  his  continuance  in  the  Scotch  m^ropoUa,  he 
_  resided  in  the  house  of  Dr.  Drysdale,  to  whose  care  he  was 
specially  committed.    The  summer  vacation,  which  occurred 

*  The  [lonion  of  th'u  memoir  inaMled  betwean  the  Inverud  commat,  wu  ii*n  op 
tai  Innimiited  bjr «  ato»t  ttipecUble  geotleiiwD,  to  fbooi  the  Itte  He.  JdwM  w»t  welt 
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lifter  his  entrance  into  die  umversity,  he  spent  in  a  T6ry  in- 
teresting excursion  into  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  in  whidi 
he  was  accompanied  by  Dr.  Drysdale  and  the  celebrated  Wil- 
liam Adam,  who  at  present  so  ably  iillB  the  ofiSce  of  Chief 
Justice  of  the  new  jury  court  in  Scotland. 

"  Mr.  Johnes  left  Edinburgh  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1768,  and  immediately  comm^iced  his  tour  on  the  continent. 
In  the  choice  of  a  travelling  companion  for  his  son,  the  elder 
Mr.  Johnes  was  truly  fortijnate.  He  committed  him  to  the  ctm- 
duct  of  Robert  Uston,  Esq.  who  has  since  so  honourably  dii- 
tingubhed  himself  by  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has  fidfilled 
many  diplomatic  missions ;  and  was  lately,  at  an  advanced  ag^ 
actively  employed  in  executing  the  arduous  duties  <^  British 
Minister  at  the  Ottoman  Porte.  Under  the  direction  of  this 
able  and  honourable  guide,  Mr.  Johnes  proceeded  through 
great  part  of  France.  He  also  visited  Spain,  and  passed 
leisurely  through  the  usual  routine  of  Italy.  Thence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Switzerland,  and  ft^lowing  the  course  of  the  Rhine 
as  far  as  Strasburgh,  turned  off  through  Alsace  and  Loraine 
to  the  French  capital,  where  he  fixed  bis  residence  for  eeyeritt 
montlis. 

"  The  society  of  Paris  was  at  that  time  extremely  brilliant. 
Its  tone,  its  manners,  and  sentiments,  have  of  late  been  Well 
and  &ithfully  pourtrayed  in  the  Memoirs  of-  Marmontel,  the 
'Ijetters  of  Madame  du  Defland,  and  abore  all,  in  the  volu- 
minous and  entertuning  correspondence  of  Baron  Grimm. 
By  these  arbiters  of  taste  and  of  public  opinion,  Mr.  Johnes 
on  his  arrival  at  the  French  metropolis,  was  received  on  a 
footing  of  intimacy.  This  introduction  of  course  led  him  to 
the  acquaintance  of  the  beaux  esprits,  and  the  esprits  forts,  both 
nrale  and  female,  who  at  this  time  both  puzzled  the  civilized 
world  by  their  sophistry,  and  dazzled  it  by  the  corrascatitms 
of  their  wit. 

"  It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  to  a  young  man  t^an  ardcait 
temperament,  and  plentiAdly  supplied  vrith  the  means  of  ex- 
pens^  such  an  assodstion  was  extremely  perilous.  Nor  is  it 
40  he  denied  that  it  led  Mr<Jobii^'  into  occasional  acts  of 
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inducretion,  ]3ut  to  his  honour  be  it  recorded*  that  thoq^ 
the  (pieties  into  which  he  was  now  plunged  betrayed  him  into 
ernn^  th^  did  not  comqit  his  principles.  He  never  per- 
verted hi«.iu)derst»nding  to  vindicate  the  importunitiea  of  the 
passions,  or  idnised  his  reason  in  the  justification  of  what  was 
wrong. 

"  Betuming  from  the  cpnUnent  in  the  year  mi,  furnished 
with  thope  accomplisbm^its  usually  acquired  by  gentlemen  of 
raoJE  and  fortune  in  the  course  of  foreign  travel,  Mr.  Johnee 
sp^t  nearly  three  years  in  the  society  of  the  first  circles  of 
^  English  metnqKilis,  and  in  the  roral  amusements  suited 
tohis  age.  In  the  year  1774<,  however,  tired  of  a  desultory 
li&  of  pleasure,  he  determined  to  devote  himself  to  more 
worthy  and  mote  important  objects;  and  aspiring  to  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  parliament,  on  the  occaraon  of  a  vacancy, 
he  c^fered  himself  as  candidate  for  the  borough  of  Cardigan. 
Qa  this  occasion  he  was  strongly  opposed  by  S.T  Robot 
Spiith,  'who  at  the  conclusion  of  &e  poU  was  returned  by  the 
officer  who  presided  at  the  election;  but  the  latter  vraa  ousted 
by  petition,  and  his  more  fortunate  rival  seated  in  his  places 

**  In  1 778  Mr.  Johnes  married  Maria  Burgh,  of  Mtmmoudi, 
the  only  surviving  child  and  heiress  of  the  Rev.  Hemy  Buq;h. 
In  the  same  year  he  waa  t^pcunted  Colonel  of  die  Carmar- 
thenshire mjlil-jp., 

«  In  1 780  he  lost  his  &ther,  and  in  deference  to  the  advioe 
'  of  his  fi-iends,  thou^  contrary  to  his  own  wishes  he  vacated 
his  scat  fot  the  borough  of  Cardigan,  and  offered  himself  a 
candidate  for  the  county  of  Radnor,  which  the  former  had 
represented  during  several  parliaments.  Tliis  step  involved 
hm  in  a  second  electioneering  contest.  He  was  opposed  by 
falter  Williams*  Esq.  of  Maesdough,  but  afier  on  ardimo* 
itaniggle  was  returned  Knight  of  the  Stare. 

*'  The  parliamentary  politics  of  Mr.  Johnes  were  at  this  tjme 
decidedly  ministerial.  To  I^ord  North*  who  vst»  then  prime 
nuniit^,  he  was  attached  by  the  ties  of  penpnal  friepdshji^ 
as  weB  as  %  thdr  agreanesit  in  politieal  vieiKs,  like  the 
cdchnted  QiUKHif  he  *  ^se  many  a  eikeo^  bat  naeere  vote 
11 
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In  frvoor  of  the  American  war.*  Like  Gibbon  too,  he  had 
his  Teward.  In  the  year  1781,  he  was  appointed  His  td&- 
jcsty's  Auditor  for  the  PrindpftUty  of  Wales.  This  office 
which  was  in  &ct  a  well  pud  sinecure*,  was  a  few  yean 
cfterwards  proscribed  by  a  bill  of  reform :  but  by  a  kind  con- 
jideration,  usual  in  auch  cases,  and  in  this  instance  enforced 
by  the  powerful  interference  of  Mr.  Johnes'a  intimate  fiiend 
Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow,  its  abolition  was  deferred  till  the 
demise  of  the  existing  incumbent. 

"  Soon  after  her  marriage,  the  health  of  Mrs.  Johnes  began 
TWbly  to  dedine;  and  in  the  year  1782,  after  a  long  and 
'  painful  illness,  she  died  at  Bath,  leaving  no  issue.  Before  the 
expiration  of  that  year  Mr.  Johnes  became  united  to  Miss  Jane 
Johnes,  his  first  cou^.  The  only  ofipring  of  this  marriage 
was  Mariamn^  Johnes,  who  was  bom  June  30th  1 784>. 

"  In  Ae  year  1783  his  friend,  and  ct-devanf  traveling  com- 
panion Mr.  Liston,  being  ^pointed  ambassador  to  the  Court  of 
.  Madrid,  invited  Mr.  Johnes  to  accompany  him,  in  quality  of 
Secretary  to  the  Embassy.  This  invitation  Mr.  Johnes  ac- 
cepted, and  repaired  to  the  continent  with  Mr.  Liston  in  the 
month  of  June.  But  before  he  reached  the  Spanidi  metn^K^s, 
he  became  anxious  and  uneasy  at  the  near  pro^Mct  of  the 
trouble  and  responsibilhy  of  the  office  which  he  had  under- 
taken. Under  these  impressionB,  he  resigned  his  new  dtuai- 
tion  belbre  be  had  entered  upon  its  functions,  and  retnmed 
to  Paris,  through  which  city  he  had  passed  on  his  way  to 
Madrid,  and  where  he  remained  in  the  enjoymait  of  its  gsy  and 
polished  sodety  until  the  month  of  September, 

**  From  this  period  nothing  worthy  of  particular  notice 
occurred  in  the  life  c£  Mr.  Johnes  until  the  year  1795,  when 
he  was  unanimously  chosen  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the 
county  of  Cardigan,  which  he  continued,  without  opposidon, 
to  represent  until  his  death. 

*'  To  the  freeholders  of  Cardiganshire  Mr.  Johnes  was  recom- 
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mendfid  not  merely  by  the  con^deration  of  the  extensive  eettte^ 
which  he  possessed  in  their  county,  but  also  by  his  zeal  for  the 
iroprovement  of  a  most  romantic  part  of  that  wild  and 
picturesque  district.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he  had  viuted 
his  estates  at  Hsfod,  and  had  been  greatly  struck  by  the 
beauties  of  that  enchanting  spot  Through  a  vale,  at  ite 
entrance  narrow  and  craggy,  but  gradually  widening  in  extent^ 
until  the  prospect  is  closed  by  distant  hills,  the  Istwith  rolls 
its  waters,  now  urging  their  way  in  foam  through  iragmaitB 
of  broken  rocks,  now  precipitated  down  cascades,  and  now 
gently  flowing  in  an  expanded  channel.  The  adjacent  heights 
rise  in  every  form  of  varied  beauty,  and  enclose  spots  of  fertile 
ground,  well  calculated  to  form  amidst  "  a  desert  wild"  a 
terrestrial  paradise.  On  one  of  these  the  taste  of  former  pro- 
prietors bad  fixed  a  mansion.  This  was,  however,  mean  in  its 
appearance,  and  inconvenient  in  its  structure;  Mr.  Johnes 
therefore  deterqiined  to  substitute  for  it  an  edifice  more  worthy 
of  the  grandeur  of  its  situation.  He  accordingly  erected,  at 
an  immense  expmce,  a  large  and  handsome  chateau  in  the 
modem  Gotbic  style,  the  interior  of  which  he  decorated  with 
splendid  furniture  and  costly  specimens  of  ancient  and  modem 
art.  His  library,  a  spacious  octagonal  building,  he  filled  with 
rare  and  curious  volumes,  including  a  noble  collection  of  books 
on  natural  history,  and  manuscripts  in  the  Welch,  French,  and 
Latin  languages.  Adjoining  to  the  library  he  erected  a  con- 
servatory 160  feet  in  loigth,  nhich  he  furnished  with  a  ridi 
variety  of  plants.  But,  elegant  and  gorgeous  as  was  the  inte- 
rior airangement  of  the  mansion,  the  principal  chann  of  Halbd 
consisted  in  the  natural  beauties  of  its  site :  and  in  availing 
himself  of  these,  in  the  laying  out  of  his  grounds,  Mr.  Jdmea 
evinced  the  most  consummate  taste.  He  strictly  followed  na- 
ture. No  incongruous  ornaments  —  no  studied  suiprises  —  no 
fi'ivolity  of  decoration,  broke  in  upon  the  harmony  of  the 
scene.  The  bleakness  of  the  hills,  indeed,  he  obvi^ed  by 
means  of  treeS)  of  which,  in  the  course  of  sixteen  years,  he 
planted  no  less  than  S!,O65,00O.    As  these  grew  up,  they  added 
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to  the  beauty  of  the  vmying  prospect,  which  was  rendered 
the  more  rich  and  iDteresting  by  the  contraat  which  it  pre- 
sented to  the  length^ied  sterility  with  which  it  was  biuv 
rounded. 

■  **  For  some  time  during  the  American  war,  whilst  this 
country  was  threatened  with  invBsion  by  the  French,  the  Caer- 
maithenshire  militia  were  embodied,  and  encamped  at  Maker 
Hdghts,  near  Plymouth,  whence  they  were  marched  to  do 
gorrisou  duty  at  Bristol  and  other  places.  On  these  occi^ 
•ions  Colond  Johnes  evinced  a  most  laudable  zeal  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country.  He  constantly  attended  his  r^imoit,  and 
by  a  happy  mixture  of  strictness  and  liberality,  whUst  he 
brought  his  men  into  a  state  of  ex^nplary  discipline,  he  was 
r^;arded  by  them  with  sentiments  of  the  most  devoted  afieo- 
tion.  He  was,  indeed,  proud  of  his  soldiers ;  and  in  pro- 
curing for  them  handsome  equipments,  and  various  comforts^ 
not  inoonsistent  with  the  good  of  the  service,  he  had  ex- 
pended considerable  sums  (rom  his  private  fortmie.  But  in  the 
year  1798  he  thought  himself  bound  in  duty  to  resign  hb  Co- 
Idfld's  commission.  His  daughter  —  his  only  child  —  the 
object  of  his  fond  solicitude,  had,  irom  her  earliest  yeara 
evinced  an  extreme  delicacy  of  constitution ;  and  she  was  now 
attacked  by  a  lingering  illnes,  which,  threat^iing  herli^ 
retjuired  on  the  part  of  her  parents  the  moat  assiduous  car6. 
Thus  circumstanced,  Mr.  Jobnes  deemed  it  inconsistent  with 
propriety,  in  time  of  war,  to  hold  a  station  in  the  military 
service,  the  duties  of  whidi  he  could  not  possibly  fulfil.  He 
therefore  respectfully  tendered  his  resignation.  On  this  occa- 
sion. His  Majesty  evinced  a  most  liberal  spirit  and  a  most 
feeKng  heart.  In  a  personal  confer^ice  with  which  He  ho- 
noured Mr.  Johnes,  he  informed  him  that  he  was  apprised  of 
the  circumstances  which  induced  him  to  think  of  resigning  his 
military  command,  wjiich  circumstances  he  most  sincerely 
lamented  —  expressed  his  hopes  that  Miss  Johnes's  healdi 
might,  by  care  and  attention,  be  re-established — was  graci- 
ously [Messed  to  say,  that,  during  the  interval  whilst  this  cure 
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aoAMeadca  would  neeMHaify  engrow  her  parents'  thooj^t^ 
Mr.  Jcimes  sfaonld-  be  induced  widi  imliBked  leave  of  db- 
Mnee  from  liis  militftry  dutiea  —  reqiieMed  lum  to  reconaider 
the  matter,  in  reference,  not  only  to  Hii  Majesty's  sernee^ 
but  also  to  his  own  interett.  When  at  length  Mr.  Jehaat 
intimated  his  final  wish  to  retire,  he  a^jqoted  his  reogofr- 
tion  with  the  moK  handsome  assurances  of  the  high  scaue 
which  hs  entRtained  of  his  past  services,  and  of  his  wishes 
ibr  his  &ture  wd&re. 

**His  Majesty'shopesof  Mite  Johnes's  recovery  happilyprored 
Kot  too  aanguine.  By  the  skill  of  the  late  Dr.  Beddoes,  aided 
by  A*  tender  asuduities  of  her  dearest  relatives,  h&  health  be- 
gan to  amend,  and  was  by  d^rees  confiMed  beyond  what 
could  at  one  time  have  been  «xpected  by  the  most  ardent  ima- 
ginatioiB  of  her  friemk. 

*<  But  other  cares  now  pressed  <Hi  Mr.  J<^mee's  mind.  Atno 
period  of  hie  life  bad  he  heea  a  strict  economist,  or  what  in  the 
conuncm  phrase  ef  the  world  is  called  a  good  manage.  His 
fortune  had  indeed  beea  wi^nally  an  ati4>le  one ;  but  the 
gaieties  of  yonth,  contested  elections,  bis  libeKility  to  his  Mgi- 
men^  the  building  of  Hafod,  the  purchase  uf  rare  and  costly 
books,  a  taste  for  the  arts,  agricultural  improvements,  a  large 
domestic  estaUiiiunent,  and  though  last,  not  least,  the  impro- 
vidoice  and  fidthlessness  of  agmlj,  had  much  endsarrassed  his 
afikirs.  In  these  circumstance  many  of  his  friends  advised  him 
to  retire  to  the  (xmtinent  to  retrench ;  but,  with  a  true  magna- 
nimity, he  determined  to  retrench  at  home.  He  accordingly 
lost  no  time  in  malting  painful  sacrifices  to  pay  off  incum- 
brances. He  dismissed  a  long  train  of  domestics,  and  reduced 
his  establishment  to  the  lowest  point  consistent  with  simple 
comfort.  A  most  agreeable  consequence  proceeding  from  his 
new  plan  of  life  was,  the  fixing  of  his  residence  almost  exdn- 
idvely  at  Hafod.  In  this  retired  spot,  where  all  the  articles  of 
the  first  necessity  were  furnished  from  his  own  domain,  he 
was  enabled  to  Hve  even  in  elegant  hospitality,  at  a  rate  al-* 
most  incredibly  moderate.  Nor  did  he  here  want  scope  for  bis 
mentid  and  bodUy  activity.     The  improvement  iif  his  grounds, 
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and  the  niperintendence  of  his  femis  occupied  a  connderable 
poitixm  of  hia  moming  hours.  He  watched  with  kind  coiw ' 
eon  orer  the  wel&re  of  his  tenantry,  and  of  the  peasantry  id 
bia  ne^hbourhood.  For  the  benefit  of  the  former  he  compiled 
and  printed  a  book  of  uaefiil  inBtruction  in  the  various  proceaees 
(^agriculture,  entitled  "  A  Cardiganshire  Landlord's  Advice  to 
bis  Tenants."  He  provided  for  the  education  of  the  young,  and 
the  siippwt  of  llie  aged.  He  instituted  among  his  labourers  a  ^ 
b^iefit  society,  which  he  had  the  haf^iness  to  see  flourish  under 
his  auspices 

"  Id  these  acta  of  beneficence  he  was  heartily  and  ably  second- 
ed by  Mrs.  Johnes,  who  soon  became  the  *'  Lady  Bountifiil"  of 
the  neighbourhood,  administering  medicine  to  the  sick,  cmn- 
fnrt  to  the  afflicted,  and  gopd  advice  to  all.  It  will  easily  be 
believed,  that  conduct  such  as  this  obtained  for  the  lamily  the 
re^>ect  and  love  of  the  whole  vicinage.  They  who  form  their 
noticms  of  life  and  maimera  merely  &om  the  habits  of  manu- 
iacturing  and  ^ckly>peopIed  districts,  can  have  no  idea 
of  the  pleasant  intercourse  which  subsists  between  a  popu^ 
lar  country  gentleman,  and  his  less  opul^it  neighbours.  The 
mutual  reciprocation  of  kindness  and  respectiiil  attention, 
which  graces  this  intercourse,  was  strikingly  exemplified  at 
Hafbd. 

"  In  his  attention  to  religious  duties,  Mr.  Joh«es  was  punc- 
tual  and  strict.  When  the  weather  permitted,  he  rc^larly  at- 
tended at  the  service  of  the  parish  church,  where  it  was  truly 
gratifying  to  observe  the  cheerful  lo<^  and  respectful  familia- 
rity  with  which  he  was  received  by  the  yeomanry  and  working 
people^  principally  labourers  in  husbandry,  of  which  the  con- 
gr^iation  was  almost  entirely  composed.  When  the  inde- 
mency  of  the  reason  precluded  hie  attendance,  he  read  the 
Liturgy,  and  a  sermon  selected  from  the  works  of  the  best 
English  divines,  to  his  fiunUy  and  domestics. 

"  In  addition  to  the  avocations  which  have  been  already  me» 
titmed,  Mr.  Johnes  daily  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the 
superintendence  of  the  education  of  his  daughter,  who,  as  her 
bealth  btcsme  confirmed,  gave  indicatitau  of  mental  powenof  no 
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common  order,  and  whose  rqud  improvement  in  knowle^e^ 
sod  in  the  acquiremmt  of  the  aocompUshments  suited  to  her 
ae!^  amply  repaid  all  the  anxiety  which  he  experienced  on  her 
bdialf.  His  librEU7  also  affi>rded  him  ample  means  of  amuse- 
ment, of  which  tiis  relish  for  the  fine  arts,  and  his  knowledge 
oi  various  languages,  enabled  him  to  arul  hinudf  to  the 
ntmost. 

"  These  pursuits,  the  society  of  a  few  friends,  and  of  the 
,  occaaional  visitors  who,  among  the  crowd  of  tourists  attracted 
by  the  beauties  of  Hafod,  were  either  p»-sonally  known  to  Mr. 
Johnes,  or  were  fortunate  enou^  to  procure  letters  of  intro- 
duction to  him,  caused  the  summer  and  autumnal  mtmths  to 
pass  rapidly  away.  But  the  dreary  evenings  of  winter  were 
Oometimes  tedious  by  their  uniformity.  This  circumstance  did 
not,  however,  tempt  Mr.  Johnes  to  deviate  from  his  plan  of 
prudeDt  secluuon.  He  acted  much  more  wisefy  in  seeking 
within  his  own  resoiurces,  for  some  plan  of  active  and  stated 
exertion  which  might  occupy  his  thoughts,  and  profitably  fiU 
up  his  time.  With  this  view,  he  determined  to  devote  mai^ 
of  his  leisure  hours  to  literary  labour.  The  first  fruits  oi  hit 
lucubrations  conwsted  in  a  translation  of  the  Memmrs  of  the 
Life  of  Sir  John  Froissart,  from  the  French  of  Mona^  de  la 
Cume  de  St  Palaye,  which  he  published  in  the  year  1 801. 
He  next  undertook  a  new  version  of  the  votuminons  Chronicles 
of  Froissart  Upon  this  Harculean  task,  he  entered  with 
spirit,  and  followed  up  his  design  with  astonishing  industry  and 
perseverance.  So  far  was  be  from  shrinking  fr^  the  toil  of 
literary  exertion,  that  when  his  manuscripts  hod  accumulated 
to  a  sufficient  bulk,  he  established  a  printing  <M<x  in  a  cottage 
sKuated  ia  his  pleasure  grounds ;  and,  in  addition  to  his  other 
occupations,  sedulou^y  devoted  himsdftothe  correction  of  the 
press.  Under  his  own  inspection,  his  work  proceeded  rapidly, 
aod  in  the  year  180S,  the  first  volume  was  published  in  die 
fonn  of  a  magnificent  quarto.  As  a  memorial  of  their  long- 
amtinued  friendship,  he  dedicated  it  to  Lord  Thurlow,  the 
late  Chancellor  of  England.  In  the  ensuing  year,  he  publish- 
ed two  other  volumes ;  ^d  in  180S,  the  series  was  dwed  by 
a  finuth. 

■>■■■       ■  CiOOi^ilc 
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*<  Mr.  Johnes's  versicm  of  De  la  Cume  de  St.  Palaye's  Life  of 
Froissart  had  been  executed  hastily ;  and  critical  readers  did 
not  find  in  it  a  fevouraMe  augury  of  the  larger  work  of  which 
it  waa  the  avant  cattreBr.  But  when  the  translation  of  the 
Chronicles  appeared,  it  was  soon  and  generally  agreed,  that 
Mr.  Johnes  had  bestowed  upon  it  the  maturity  of  his  jud^ 
ment,  and  that  slull  which  is  the  result  of  practice  In  the 
chmce  of  his  subject,  he  was  indeed  fa^py.  The  Chroniclea 
of  Froissart  record  the  gdlant  and  almost  marvellous  exploits 
of  our  countrymen.  The  particularity  of  his  manner  c^  nar- 
rative rivets  the  attention  to  his  pages ;  and  in  perusing  his 
work,  we  mingle  as  it  were  in  the  busy  scene,  and  appear  ac- 
tually to  see  and  hear  every  thing  that  is  passmg.  In  tlie 
s^Ie  of  his  translation,  Mr.  J<^mes  hit  the  happy  medium  be- 
tween the  obscurity  of  remote,  and  the  &miliarity  of  modem 
times.  His  labours  were  crowned  by  the  public  applause;  and 
thou^  the  first  edition  of  his  version  of  the  Chronicles  was 
^ated  by  hb  publisher ->at  a  very  high  price,  it  was  quickly  sold, 
and  »  second  impression  in  octavo  was  speedily  found  nccea- 
saiy,  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  general  class  of  readers. 

*'  Mr.  Johnes  had  now  spent  many  traoqutl  and  happy  years 
at  Hafod,  which  he  seldom  quitted,  except  when  his  presence 
wss  required  in  Parliament.  In  the  numth  of  March,  1S07* 
he  bad  gone  up  to  London  to  attend  his  parliamentary  duties, 
when,  four  days  after  his  arrival  in  the  metropolis,  he  received 
intell^encc  that  his  &vourite  mansion  was  reduced  to  ashes. 
At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Friday  the  1 3th  of  March, 
Mrs.  Jones  was  awakeneil  by  an  unusual  noise,  and  soon  sus- 
pected that  the  house  was  on  fire.  Hastily  rising,  she  fbtmd 
her  suspicions  were  too  wdl  founded.  Her  first  care  was  to 
arouse  her  daughter,  who  had  scarcely  quitted  het  apartment 
b^bre  the  ceiling  fell  in,  and  it  was  enveloped  in  flames.  Next 
calling  up  her  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Hanbury  "Williams,  who 
was  then  on  a  visit  at  Hafod,  and  alarming  the  domestics,  she 
proceeded  to  the  library,  and  mded  by  the  few  hands  which 
could  be  hastily  collected,  she  saved  several  of  the  moat  valu^ 
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able  manuscripts  and  books.  Her  exertions  h«3-  nearly  cost 
her  her  life.  In  the  galler;  of  the  Hbraiy  she  became  sense- 
less under  the  pressure  of  suffi)cation ;  and  immediatdy  afta* 
Jier  removal,  the  roof  gave  way,  and  covered  the  area  of  this 
magnificent  edifice  with  smoking  ruins.  The  fire  had  now 
fi-ee  coarse.  It  totally  destroyed  the  interior  of  the  dw^ng ; 
and  its  inhabitants,  who  had  retired  to  rest  in  the  midst  of  ele- 
gance and  splendour,  were  happy  and  thankfid  to  take  refuge 
in  a  neighbouring  cottage,  whence  they  behdd,  with  palpitate 
ing  hearts,  the  complete  destruction  of  the  scene  of  those  joys 
which  omstitute  the  purest  pleasures  of  human  life. 

"  In  the  hoar  of  affliction,  Mr.  Johnes  never  gave  way  to 
despondency.  He  bore  this  heavy  loss  with  fortitude  and 
equanimity.  Gratefiil  to  that  Providence  which  had  spared  to 
him  the  objects  of  his  chief  soUdtude,  he  diverted  his  mind 
£*om  unavailing  regrets  as  to  the  past,  by  laying  plans  fiir  the 
future.  That  this  is  not  a  fanciful  representation  of  the  tone 
of  his  mind  on  this  trymg  occasion,  is  evinced  by  the  fallowing 
letter,  in  which  he  announced  to  one  of  his  friends  the  intellU 
gence  of  the  destruction  of  his  princely  mansion. 

'  London,  Match  16,  1607. 
■«  My  dear  S — 
'  I  sliall  begin  with  good  news.  I  came  here  last  Thursday 
very  welL  —  My  wife  and  child  are  very  welL  —  I  have  sold 
the  priory  well  —  Now  the  reverse  of  the  medal  is,  that  Ha- 
fod  was  burnt -down  last  Friday. —  No  lives  lost.  —  Thank 
Ood  it  was  not  worse.  —  To-day  I  set  out  for  the  ruins.  —  I 
must  renew  the  fiible  of  the  Phoenix. 

*  Always  yours,  most  sincerely, 

•  T.  JOHHES.' 

'  P.  S.  I  fear  Uie  precious  cahiers  of  Monstrelet  have 
perished.' 

"  The  &ble  of  the  phoenix  wa  renewed.    Mr>  Johnes  lost 
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no  time  in  cmnmendng  the  rebuilding  of  Hafod.  The  maisy 
outside  walls  which  were  itill  standing,  underwent  the  nece»- 
■ary  repairs,  and  the  interior  of  the  manaion  was  renewed  upon 
a  j^an  much  more  commodiouB  than  the  original  one.  The 
sale  of  Mr.  Beckford's  effects  at  Font-hill,  which  took  place 
about  this  dme,  supplied  Mr.  Johnes  with  a  variety  of  splraidid 
decorations.  The  requisite  furniture  was  provided  by  con- 
tract. The  extensive  and  valuable  hbrary  of  the  Marqiiis  of 
Pesaro,  lately  purchased  by  Mr.  Johnea,  had  fortunately,  oa 
its  passage  to  Cardiganshire,  been  delayed  in  London ;  so 
that,  having  escaped  the  late  Sxe,  it  arrived  c^portunely  to  fill 
up  a  iBXge  proportion  of  the  vacancies  which  had  been  created 
by  that  destructive  accident.  Every  exertion  was  made  to  ex- 
pedite the  work ;  and  at  the  end  of  little  more  than  three 
.years,  Mr.  Johnes  and  his  fiunily  were  once  more  settled  in 
their  favourite  dwelling. 

"  In  the  interim,  Mr.  Johnes  had  taken  up  his  residence  in 
B  tolerably  commodious  house  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aber- 
ystwith,  where  he  beguiled  the  impatience  which  he  frequently 
felt  to  return  to  the  retirement  of  Hafod,  by  devoting  a  great 
portion  of  his  mornings  and  evenings  to  study^ 

"  Before  the  fire  took  place,  he  had  made  considerable  ad^ 
vances  in  printing,  at  his  own  press,  a  translation  of  the  Tra- 
vels to  Palestine,  of  Bertrandon  de  la  Brocquiere,  Counsellor 
and  first  Esquire-Carver  to  Philip  le  Bon,  Duke  of  Burgundy ; 
andof  Joinville's  Lifeof  St.  Louis.  Both  theseworks  hcpub> 
lished  in  the  year  1807.  The  f<H'mer  be  inscribed  to  the  me- 
mory of  his  sister,  the  late  wife  of  Hanbury  Williams,  Esq. ; 
the  latter  he  dedicated  to  his  friend  Hugh  Smith,  Esq.,  of 
Stoke  d'Abemon  in  the  county  of  Surrey.  They  bad  been 
translated  with  great  spirit  and  accuracy,  and  were  weH 
received. 

*'  In  the  year  1809,  the  publication  of  a  version  <^  Monstre- 
lefs  Chronicles,  in  four  quarto  volomes,  evinced  Mr.  Johnes's 
unremitted  assiduity ;  and  the  excellence  of  its  execution,  his 
increaung  ability  in  the  apparently  easy,  but  reaUy  difficult 
task,  of  translation.     This  work,  which  sentiments  of  personal 
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and  political  fri^idship  induced  him  to  inscribe  to  the  Du^ 
of  Bedfordj  closed  his  literary  labour*. 

"  After  the  publication  of  Mcms^elet,  the  oinfbrmity  of 
Mr.  Johnes^s  Ufe  was  only  varied  by  one  Ead  ereot,  wluch 
tinged  the  evening  of  his  days  with  gloom.  Though  bis 
daughter's  constitution  was  originally  extremely  delicate, 
it  apparently  strengthened  as  she  advanced  in  years.  The 
keen  but  salubrious  sir  of-  her  native  mouutuns,  had  braced 
her  nerves,  l^e  was  aide  to  encounter  a  degree  of  exorcise 
from  which  many  young  ladies  would  have  shrunk ;  ^d  the 
had  for  some  time  ceased  to  be  considered  as  a  valetudinarian. 
In  the  spring  of  1811,  this  fitvourite  child  accompanied  ho- 
father  and  mother  to  London ;  and  &r  several  weeks  oajoyed 
the  gai^es  of  the  metropolis  with  the  animation  to  be  expected 
from  her  youth,  and  without  any  apparent  injury  to  her  health. 
But,  in  the  month  of  June,  she  was  seized  with  an  indispo^* 
tJon,  at  first,  slight  in  its  s3rmptomB,  but  iatally  r^id  in  its 
prt^press,  which,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  terminated  her 
mortal  life. 

"  The  death  of  Miss  Johnes  was  deeply  lamented  by  every 
one  who  had  the  pleasure  of  her  acquaintance.  In  her  were 
nniled  all  the  excellencies  which  adorn  the  female  character. 
She  had  an  intuitive  taste  for  the  fine  arts,  which  she  had  im- 
proved by  assiduous  study  under  the  guidance  of  excellsit 
masters.  In  music  she  was  a  proficient ;  and  the  tones  of  hei 
▼oic^  at  once  firm  and  sweet,  were  modulated  by  the  direc- 
tion of  a  delicate  ear.  Sfae  also  handled  the  pencil  with  con- 
siderable freedom  and  skill. 

"  The  range  of  her  knowledge  was  various  and  extensive. 
The  be^  authors  in  the  English,  French,  and  Italian  lan- 
guages, she  had  read  with  diligence,  and  remembered  with 
accuracy.  In  her  conversation  there  was  an  union  of  suaritf, 
animation,  and  propriety,  which  made  all  around  her  at  ease, 
while  it  claimed  their  respect.  She  had  seen,  indeed,  little 
of  the  world;  but  her  judgment  was  acute  and  correct  beycaad 
her  years.  The  small  circle  of  society,  to  which  she  had  be«» 
introduced,  was,  in  every  sense  of  the  wofd,  good ;  and  the 
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natural  bcnevoloice  of  her  du^>osItion,  at  an  early  poiod  of 
life,  induced  her  to  adopt  that  urbanity  of  maimer,  which,  in 
the  discreet  and  well  inibrmed,  tends  to  Goften,  without  doii^ 
sway,  the  distinctiouB  of  rank.  But,  after  aU,  the  attractive 
chann  •(  Miss  Johoes's  society  proceeded  Smm  the  goodneas 
of  her  heart  On  the- most  important  concerns  of  rational, 
exiitence  she  had  thou^t  &>r  berflelf ;  but  was  neither  a  vi- 
siooary  nor  a  sceptic.  She  was  religious,  and,  strictly  bo,  with- 
out bigotty.  She  was  also  charitable  without  ostentation.  Sba 
delighted  in  doing  good,  and,  was  never  so  happy  as  when  she 
was  bestowing  happiness  on  others. 

*'  The  death  of  sndt  a  child  was  a  severe  visitation  of  Pn>t 
vidence  to  hw  parents.  Th^  returned  with  sorrowing  heartc 
to  Hafod  *,  where  every  object  they  beheld  reminded  then 
of  their  loss.  Though  this  circumstance,  at  first,  aggravated 
their  affliction,  by  degrees,  they  felt  a  consolation— melon- 


*  Mi.  Johna'i  iHt  in  CtTdigtnihirc  h»  been  twice  deirribed;  Onie,  >  coniidenbta 
time  before  the  confiignilon,  ind  i  lecood  time  sioct,  b;  Di.  Smlili.  The  (bUoaiog 
cxtnct  ii  uLen  froca  a  little  tnA,  entiiled,  "  An  Attempt  lo  deacritx  Hifod  and  the 
Biighbonrlng  •cena  aboat  the  bridge  orer  the  (\iDiiuk,  comiooiitf  called  the  Derifa 
Briilge,  in  the  countj  of  Cardigan  ;  a  Kat  helunging  to  Tboiuoa  Johnei,  Eaq.  meinber 
Tot  the  county  of  Radnor,  by  George  Cumberland." 

Mr.  Cumberland,  a  gentleman  not  a  liitle  diiiiDgtiiahed  for  hia  Dative  t*il«,  which 
Jul  been  gmtif  impnned  bf  hi)  Imela,  eipreuea  hinuelf  thui: — 

*'  HaTod,  or  HaTod,  alatidi  •nrroundrd  bj  to  many  noble  acenei,  diveniGtid  vith 
deginee  aawell  a*  nith  gnndeurt  the  counlij,  on  the  ippraarii  lo  it,  it  ao  vay  wild 
aod  oncommon,  and  the  plate  ilaelf  b  now  ao  nobellillied  bj  art,  that  it  will  be  difficutr, 
Ibelloe,  to  pcrinloDt  a  spot  that  can  be  put  in  competiiion  with  it,  roatidercdeiihciu 
the  object  of  the  painlei't  eye,  the  poet'i  mind,  or  aa  a  detirable  midence  for  ihoK 
who,  admiiera  of  the  beautiful  wildneai  of  nature,  wlih  ilao,  to  Inhale  the  pure  dr  of 
aaplring  mountaint,  and  enjoj  that  lanlo  pace,  (ai  the  llaliaoa  eipieHirelj  term  it,) 
which  ariaei  from  lolitnde  made  aocial  by  a  family  circle. 

"  Hifod,  toalllhcaechanni,  uniiea  inducemeiiia  whic*,  ihongb  not  uncommon  in 
England,  hareihere,  almch  a  diaunce  from  the  capita!,  a  peculiar  grace.  It  haa  a 
apociona  itone  manaion,  executed  in  the  pleating,  becauie  appioprieie  iiile.  of  Oolhie 
architectuiei  aituaied  on  the  aide  of  aehoaen,  iheliered  dingle,  onbowfred  wlih  tieea 
which  tiie  from  a  lawn  of  the  geaileit  dediiity,  that  ■helrea  in  graceful  bollowi  to  tha 

*'  From  the  portico  it  COmmandt  a  woody,  nanow,  winding  nle)  the  vodnbtinc 

forma  of  ohoH  aacendingahaggy  lidea  are  richly  clothed  with  Taiioua  foliage,  bnjwn 

with  ulnry  vatei&lla,  and  crowned  with  climbing  ahetp-wiilla  reaching  to  life  clondi- 

Ncithcr  arelbk  laxiuiea  of  life  abient;  tiom  tlieinargin  oCiha  Vatwyth,  whtra  it  Sowa. 
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choly  indeed,  but  soothing,  in -cherishing  the  remembrance  of 
their  beloved  Mariaiim4.  Her  gftrden,  where  xkh  was  accus- 
tomed to  spend  many  (^  her  morning  hoars,  wits  entrusted  to 
the  care  of  an  aged  domestic,  who  kept  up  ali  its  arrange- 
ments, as  she  had  disposed  them,  in  the  most  exact  order.  Her 
apartments  occupied  a  pavilion  adjoining  the  east  wing  of  the 
Biansion.  These  were  also  presCTred  in  the  state  in  which  she 
iiad  last  quitted  them,  so  that  the  disposition  of  her  book^ 
lier  music,  and  her  drawing  utensils,  excited  the  iUouny  idea 
of  her  presence.  Here  her  mother  daily  found  cfHnfort  in  me' 
ditating  on  her  virtues.  The  less  chastised  feelings  of  ber  fa- 
ther would  not  so  frequently  allow  such  a  vivid  renewal  c^  ha 
recollectioD, 


buwdeM  through  ihii  delicioui  nie,  «Hehot'hoiu«,  and  •  coniemtary ;  benolKitf 
rock>i  huh;  uoiilti  ihe  rccedei  of  the  nuodit  Hrwcr-gurfeD  ;  and  vithin  the  bmU- 
iog,  whaa«  deconliooij  llkough  rich,  are  pure  and  Bimplc,  we  find  ■  mau  of  nn  taA 
nlakblf  lltenturr,  whoae  ftfft  here  aecm  doubly  pceciaoi,  where  nmliutioD  finda  UBft 
to  noge  uniDoleiitd. 

"  In  a  wofdi  lo  mtny  tie  ih*  delighn  affijided  h;  ihe  taaerj  of  ihii  place  aail  ita 
ticiniij,  lu  a  miiid  iinliucH  wlih  taj  laiie,  that  the  impreiiion  on  mine  ma  incnutd, 
kUcran  interval  uTunyeari  from  ihe  £nt  (lait,  eniplujed  chiefly  inlnvellinf;  among  iht 
Alpi,  ihe  Appennmu,  theSahkc  hilUi  thaTjraleae,  dung  the  tliMU  oi  the  Adii^ir, 
onr  the  glai'ien  of  Swilterlind,  and  up  the  Rhine ;  vheie,  though  in  lAich  of  brauij, 
I  nercT  saw  uijt  thing  lO  fine,  neter  «o  manj'  pictutei  concentied  in  on  spot ;  ao  that, 
vumed  bj  ihe  cuoeml  of  mjr  irqualiitancc  willi  then,  I  un  irreuaiiblj  urged  to  aiteni^ 
■  deicriptian  of  the  hiihtrto  aJmuai  virgin  haunu  of  these  obscure  muuniaiDa." 

la  shtin,  thia  grnlleman,  afier  apendiiig  man;  jaa  on  the  continent,  with  an  ex- 
ception lu  ihc  advantage  deiired  from  clearer  ikiea  in  itM\y,  givea  the  preference  u> 
Wales,  on  the  acute  of  romauiic  aceneiy.  Doiinton  Castle  baa  adeiicioua  iroody  vale, 
LUngoUen  1b  brillidnt  {  the  banks  of  iIie  Canny  savagely  grand  i  Barmouth  romaniic- 
dly  ratal ;  thegrtat  Piitilt  Rhayder  is  horribly  wild;  Rhayder  Weiino!  gay,  and  gtoiicuili 
irr^lu.  "  But,  at  Havod,"  observes  our  iiUihor,  "  and  lu  neighbourhiiod,  I  find 
the  efircts  of  oil  in  cue  circle,  united  villi  ihis  peculiariiy,  thtt  the  deep  itinglei  and  . 
mighty  WL«dj  stopes,  which,  from  a  diflerent  souice,  condaet  the  Khydol'a  iieier-fklL 
ing  waters  from  Pteiiltinnion,  and  ihr  Fjnach,  ire  of  an  unique  character,  u  moun- 
oinous  forests' accompanying  gigantic  aiie  wlih  gncefiil  ibnni  i  and,  taking  all  logetb«r 
I  see  ihe  sweetest  imerchange  of  hilt  and  valley,  rivers,  woods,  and  plaint,  and  fUb, 
■ithforealt,  crowned  nicks,  dens,  and  caves;  iiiaomu^,  ihatit  reijnires  little  entho- 
liunt  ibera  to  feel  forcibly  with  Milton,  (liat 
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«  One  friend  alone  who  well  knew  and  duly  appreciated  the 
worth  of  MiBs  Johnes,  was,  on  his  occasional  visits  to  Hafod, 
after  her  decease,  indulged  with  the  key  of  these  apartment!. 
The  following  lines  convey  a  faithftd  picture  of  his  emotions  on 
his  first  resorting  to  thete : 

"  As  fiits  my  mind  through  faacy's  maze* 
>    Around  with  silent  awe  I  gaze, 

And  slsw,  with  breath  repressed  I  tread. 
As  if  I  feared  to  wake  —  the  dead ! 
Alas !  the  dead  no  more  shall  rise 
To  bliss  the  sight  of  mortal  eyes  : 
No  more  shall  Mariamn^'s  smile 
For  me  the  lingering  hours  beguile. 

"  How  oft,  within  this  fairy  bower, 
"^        I've  watched  her  pencil's  mimic  power. 
With  Sowing  and  unerring  line. 
Distinctly  trace  the  bold  design; 
Or  lightly  spread,  in  various  hue. 
The  colours,  still  to  Nature  true; 
While,  at  each  pause,  in  accents  clear 
Her  voice  broke  sweetly  on  the  ear, 
And  poured,  in  wit  and  sense  refined. 
The  treasures  of  a  cultured  mind. 

"  How  oft,  as  morn  to  noon  advanced. 
On  this  de^rspot  I've  sat  entranced, 
•    While  glowed  her  lips  with  words  of  fire. 
Responsive  to  the  quivering  wire. 
How  swelt'd  my  heart  with  pure  delight, 
,  When  pointing  to  jod  dizzy  height. 
With  joy  she  marlied  the  passing' cloud 
Fling  o'er  the  hilU  iu  dusky  shroud ; 
Or  view'd  the  sun's  inlenser  ray 
Reflected  from  yon  dashing  spray ; 
Or  when,  as  evening  streaked  the  sky, 
She  fondly  fixed  her  raptured  eye 
Where,  stealing  slow,  a  broader  shade 
Embrowned  the  woods  and  dinmied  the  glade. 
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"  Still  wave  the  woodsi  atill  flow*  the  strem. 
Still  shines  the  sun  with  splendid  beam ; 
Still  float  the  clouda  in  fleet  array : 
Still  sparkles  the  resounding  spray : 
But  ah !  the  mystic  charm  is  flown 
lliat  lent  them  beauties  not  their  own. 
*  Dim  is  the  eye  that  glowed  with  fire, 
Cold  ib  the  hand  that  struck  the  lyre. 
With  sinking  heart  And  pensive  mcin, 
Cheerless  I  view  this  varied  scene  ; 
And  as  I  gaze  I  inly  mourn 
The  days  that  never  ml\  return.'' 

«  A  &w  words  will  gu£Bce  to  relate  the  remainder  of  Hr. 
Johnes's  history.  Having  terminated  his  literary  oueer  bj 
the  publication  of  Montstrelet's  Chronicles,  he  devoted  Wnt- 
self,  almost  exclusively  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  parti- 
cularly to  the  extending  of  hia  plantations  As  his  consti- 
tution, haturally  good,  was  coniirmed  by  the  temperate  reg;u- 
larity  of  his  mode  of  living,  his  friends  flattered  themselm 
with  the  prospect  of  the  pleasure  of  his  society  being  conliiiiud 
to  them  for  many  future  years.  But  Providence  decreed  othei- 
•Kiae.  In  the  year  I8]4>  he  was  attacked  by  a  serious  nuds^ 
by  the  effects  of  which  his  general  health  was  visibly  impiured. 
A  more  genial  climate  b^ng  thought  necessary  to  its  roum* 
tion,  he  purchased  a  villa,  beautiliilly  situated  by  the  sea  tide 
in  the  comity  of  Devoh.  The  mild  air  of  that  district  at  &ta 
seemed  to  recruit  his  strength:  but  in  the  beginning  of  the 
last  year  he  was  seized  with  an  illness,  which  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1616,  put  a  period  to  his  active  and  useful  life." 


Of  the  late  Colcmel  Johnee,  a  few  particulars  are  here 
added,  that  have  either  been  wholly  onytted,  or  but  slightly 
touched  upon  in  the  narrative  kindly  conveyed  to  us  by  hi* 
able  and  intelligent  friend. 
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A&er  leaving  the  college  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Jfdmes  i^ipeai? 
to  have  been  matriculsted  at  Jesus  College,  and  it  is  certiun 
that  he  obtained  the  degree  of  M.  A,  on  July  8,  l783,  as 
iq)pears  from  the  raster.  His  first  acquaintance  with  Lord 
Thurlow,  is  supposed  to  have  commenced  at  Oxford ;  and  if 
the  one,  while  Cfaancellor,  secured  for  his  friend,  a  life  interest 
in  the  office  of  Auditor  of  the  Landed  Revenues  of  South 
Wales,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  report  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Commons ;  the  other,  as  a  member  of  that  Hous^  is  said, 
in  return,  to  have  contributed  by  his  vote  and  in0uence  to  the 
reversionary  Tellership  granted  by  act  of  parliunoit  to  hie 
noble  friend,  in  express  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  Mr,  Fox, 
with  whom  he  had  lately  become  connected  in  politics.* 

Soon  after  his  second  marriage  with  Miss  Johnes,  c^ 
Dowla  Colty,  in  the  county  of  Caermarthen,  Colonel  Johnes 
set^ed  at  Hafod,  in  Cardiganshire,  and  began  to  make  the 
desert  smile  around  him.  His  improvemcaits  commenced'  in 
17S3,  at  which  period  there  was  not  a  passable  road  in  hie 
neighbourhood,  or  a  single  post  chaise  in  the  whole  county. 
The  miserable  hovels  of  the  peasantry  were  soon  converted 
by  him  into  comfortable  dwellings;  and  at  his  own  expense, 
he  supplied  their  wretched  occupiers  during  sickness,  both  with 
medicine  and  medical  advice.  Nor  was  employment  wanting 
to  such  as  chose  to  work.  Great  numbers  of  the  labourers 
were  constantly  engaged  in  planting,  fencing,  or  protecting 
his  forest  trees.     The  resnlt  wa$,  that  the  mountains  began  to 

•  It  wouW  be  uiyuii  liece  to  omll  >  little  sneedtrte  th»l  eonfcrs  cteilii  on  the  subject 
of  these  memoin.  In  1J78,  Iwenly-lbur y(»n  ifier  tbe  demise  of  the  aulhof,  Mr. 
Johnei  happ«ied  to  obtain  paueiiion  of  the  manuacript  of  a  eomedj,  eniitltd  "  The 
Fuller,  orGood-NaluredMan."  On  leuning  fiom  Mr.  GBrrick,  that  ii  had  been 
written  by  the  eeUbrated  Henr;  Fieldinp,  he  immediatply  restored  it  lo  his  familj  ! 
and  it  mi  aflenrards  petformed  bf  Drnry-Lene  Theatre. 

Aa  (0  politic),  he  appeari  to  have  been  alwayi  ronsidered  a  modemie  mm,  being 
chiefly  aciuated  by  moiliei  of  person al  iriendildp.  TbeCalonel  had  voted  wivh  Locd 
Nonh,  in  faioiil  of  the  American  war;  ind  he  afterwards  mpporled  the  roBlllian  admU 
nlimiioa,  of  abieh  that  nobleman  formed  k  |)aci.  In  1783-4,  he  liiolc  a  decided  put 
ia  lavoui  of  Mr.  Fox'i  India  Bill,  and  artetwaiils  divided  with  that  cekbmled  stairsmin 
on  a  variety  of  oiher  occaiiont.  Accordingly  at  his  demiie,  and  for  many  yeott  befoK, 
lu  nat  generally  coniidered  an  Opposition  Mtmbtr. 
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nod  with  stately  ever-greens,  -  and  the  sides  of  the  hiUa  Were 
covo^  with  Bsh  and  ebn ;  while  the  sheltered  vallies  were 
studded  with  majestic  oaks. 

ClTilization  foUowed  improvem^it  Schools  v/en  institiited, 
endowed,  visited,  and  attended  to ;  and  so  eager  was  the  public- 
spirited  owner  of  this  romantic  spot,  to  render  the  tenitory 
around  him  productive,  that  he  actually  conceived  the  ides  of 
impQrting  oae  hundred  Grison  families,  irom  a  smilar  soil  and 
aspect  on  the  continoit,  for  the  express  purpose  of  diffiuin^ 
if  possible,  ramilar  manners,  hahits,  and  industry  throngboot 
liis  darling  portion  of  North  Wales. 

Another  scheme  of  a  similar  nature,  was  fully  realised  I7 
him.  In  order  that  his  tenants  and  neighbours  might  rei^  dne 
advantage  from  the  force  of  example,  he  actually  brought  uve- 
tal  farmers  from  Scotland,  with  a  view  of  shewing  what  m^bt 
be  effected  by  skill,  economy,  and  perseverance.  He  himself 
also  commenced  farmer,  and  endeavoured  by  spedmeiu  0! 
superior  skill,  as  well  as  by  little  tracts,  written  expressly  for 
the  purpose,  to  instruct  all  around  him.  In  ad^don  to  tbii, 
BO  great  was  his  benevolence,  that  he  instituted  an  agricoltoral 
society  for  the  express  purpose  of  encouraging  the  productioni 
of  cottagers.  He  also  established  a  fimd  for  such  families  ai 
might  suffer  from  casualties. 

An  elegant  free-stone  mansion,  as  if  created  by  Hichantmoil^ 
was  made  to  arise  amidst  the  seclusion  of  a  desert.  A  library) 
once  valued  at  20,000^.  was  founded  in  the  midst  of  an  iUit^- 
ratepeople;  while  the  country  all  around,  to  the  extent  of  manj 
Biiles,  was  finely  improved,  sheltered,  diversified,  and  adorned, 
by  means  of  one  grand,  continuous  chain  of  thriving  pUo' 
tations. 

The  destructive  fir^  which  consumed  this  select  and  &vourile 
abode,  by  "  one  fell  swoop,"  actually  deprived  him  of  the  Para- 
dise he  had  created  around  him  by  the  labours  of  twenty  years. 
Luckily,  to  the  amount  of  about  30,000^.  was  ensured;  but  ibe 
gross  average  loss  has  been  estimated  by  some  of  his  friends  it 
70,000/. 

It  was  utterly  impossible  to  ]%place  some  part  of  the  pro- 
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perty,  which  was  not  only  valuable,  but  uniqw;  yet,  he  ac- 
tually reccHnmenced  his  labours  anew,  and  with  no  common 
share  of  perseverance  re-established  his  httle  'EAea  axtadxt  the 
imrrounding  waste.  Thither,  he  transmitted  a  new  library, 
and  new  specimens  of  the  fine  arts,  at  on  amazing  expence ; 
nor  was  he  satisfied,  until  he  was  again  seated  at  his  eas^  so  as 
to  enjoy  his  purling  rills,  his  verdant  lawns,  and  his  umbrageoui 
slopes,  in  the  same  manner  as  heretofore. 

As  a  planter,  with  an  exceptioQ  to  the  late  James,  Earl  gS 
Fiie,  Colonel  Johnes  appears  to  have  been  nearly  unrivalled* 
Accordingly,  he  obtained  no  fewer  than  three  gold  medidi 
from  th#  Sodety  for  the  Encouraganent  of  Arts,  Manu^tures, 
&C.  in  the  AdelphL  In  the  year  1797,  the  following  is  a  state- 
ment of  his  labours,  viz. :  — 

300,000  larches,  from  the  nursery ; 

£0,000  beech  and  mountain  ash  from  the  woods ; 

200,000  larches  of  different  growths  irom  Scotland ; 

1000  birch  ditto; 

2000  mountain  ash  ditto; 

4000  beech ;  and 

22,000  Wich  elm. 

This  great  ^ort  justly  entitled  him  tohis  first  gold  medal. 
His  second  was  obtained  for  raising  922,000  trees  from 
acorns  at  Hafod,  posterior  to  1798;  the  third  was  voted  in 
1810,  for  plantations  of  larches,  and  other  trees.  In  half  a 
century  these  will  be  worth  infinitely  more  than  the  fee-simple 
<^  the  soil.  Thus,  if  the  planter  himself  was  not  benefited, 
posterity  will  reap  infinite  advantages,  and  Wales  will  be  14 
once  beautified  and  enriched,  by  the  munificent  labours  of  one 
of  her  own  children.  • 

■  One  of  (be  next  ereatett  pUnters  in  Nortli  Wslea,  during  the  peiiod  i«f«Kil  m 
above,  ia  William  AInunder  Madoclcs,  M,F.  oT  Trat-Midoc,  in  ihe  rouniy  of  Cmi- 
nunHi,  Eiq.  He'fenced  tad  {ilanted  a  luge  iraul  uf  ei<untry  i'.^  oaki,  asb,  larcb,  and 
willom,  wlueh  wmdd  have  entillcd  him  lo  na  fewer  ihaa  two  or  lliree  gold  medal* 
from  the  tocist}  for  encouiaging-aiu,  manufacturn;  S:c.  had  he  bei'ome  a  candidate. 
He  alio  recoKTtd  {Sti  Pauumei  IVala)  no  le&i  than  nineteen  hundred  acr«  of  manh 
land  at  (Iw  foot  of  ibe  ntc  of  PcDnar  fiu  Afler  obtaining  a  grant  from  the  crown, 
confirmed  bf  an  act  of  pulianwnt  in  IB07>  he  conceiTed  the  bold  and  tiupendoni  dr 
aigD  of  mcaing  1  tiMt  of  coiBiitrj,  eooriiting  of  about  tJOO  acrce,  (ilM  tbt  Tw 
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In  tibe  pr^ce  to  the  annual  vofume  of  the  Sodsty  of  Arts 
for  1801,  we  have  the  following  account  of  his  proceedings : 

"  The  very  extentive  plantations  of  timber  trees  by  Thoouu 
Johnes,  Esq.  of  Hafod,  in  Cardiganshire,  demand  particnlar 
attention.  This  g^itleman,  by  his  excdloit  discriminatioo, 
and  by  exertifHis  perhaps  unparall^ed,  has  converted  a  desert 
iBto  a  paradise ;  and  in  a  wild  uncultivated  part  of  Wales, 
has  raised  such  enchanting  scenes,  as  affi>rd  inexpressible 
{Measure  to  every  spectator." 

As  Hafod  was  admirably  situate  for  pasture,  he  established 
ati  extensive  dairy  there;  and  in  the  year  1800,  the  cheese 
sold  by  him,  amounted  to  four  toni^  and  his  butter  U>  twelve 
hundred  lbs.  The  latter  part  of  the  following  letter,  ad- 
dressed to  the  secrelary  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  8ec.  in  1 802, 
will  convey  some  idea  of  his  management  in  respect  to  a 
branch  of  &rming,  so  much  neglected  among  gentlemen 
agriculturists. 

"  Sir, 
"  I  shall  shortly  forward  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  timr 
ber  trees  which  I  have  planted,  between  the  Ist  of  October 
1797,  and  the  1st  of  May  1799.  My  plantations  are  gene- 
rally made  on  such  land  as  I  caimot  plough,  that  my  best 
ground  may  be  reserved  for  grain  and  grass.  I  plant  the 
sides  of  piountains,  which  are  almost  universally  composed  rf 
ar^llaceous  schistua,  or  slate  rock;  the  surface  of  which  b 
decomposed  by  exposure  to  the  atmosphere ;  and  admiu  the 
roots  of  trees  to  penetrate  tlierein,  and  to  grow  luxuriantly. 
The  lanJ  betwixt  the  mountains  consists  of  peat  earth,  which. 


Mawi  SiDik,  bencen  Font  Abergluljn  and  ihe  Pihiii  of  Gat,  from  (he  oeem.  To 
««hicie  ilii)  hfl  formed  an  immeiiie  dj'We,  beiwren  ihe  shirei  of  Cj«ni«tvoo  and  Mt- 
lloneih,  Hhich  (luwcred  the  double  purpose  of  beeping  oui  the  tide,  and  cannMtiif 
^CK  iwD  Hiitcicti  [Dgeihei,  by  ■  Far  uHrer  and  later  roid ;  while  the  mouuiun  tonuu 
■••It  duelwrgedbjr  DieEua  of  i mm en»e  flood -gite«,  and  a  town  reared,  or  niiiri  aeaui 
bj  him,  in  tbe  midst  of  I  wildemess.  A  brencb  wu  moat  unluckll;  efiecuid  bj  lb« 
(ae,«nii  «n  inundiLlun  followed  in  Februarj  ISV,  wlilch  irej,  howerai,  clowd  in  Jane, 
bjr  the  ipirited  exertiona  of  the  proprietoi,  in  which  he  nM  usitted  bj  all  ihc  nd|h- 
btwriiig  giDtlemen. 
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when  well  3runed»  produces  good  gtiun,  potittoee,  ;an»,  or 
grass. 

"  I  am.at  pteaeat  engaged  in  »  course  of  experimentB,  to 
aacertaio  wbat  kind  of  Cows  will  answer  diifl  country  best.  A 
gentleman  &nner,  wlio  was  here  last  week,  insisted  that 
though  the  Guernsey  cows  gave  but  little  milk,  yet  that  it 
contmned  more  butter  and  cheese  than  other  cows'  milk.  I 
therefore,  made  a  trial,  and  found  the  fdlowing  result: 

lb.  OI. 

Devon  cows  gave  butter             -  -             -           0       7-t 

iSmidl  Scotcl)       da            -  '               -            0      6 

Guernsey             do.               -  -               0       5j 

Devon  cows  gave  of  cheese  -                 -                18 

iSmall  Scotch          do.             -  0     14^ 

Guernsey             do.               -  -             -                0     13 

,"  I  have  sent  my  friend,  Dr.  Anderson,  a  sample  of  my 
wheat  grown  here ;  and  those  to  whom  he  has  shown  it,  say 
it  was  the  finest  they  had  seen.  My  crop  is  supposed  to  be 
thirty  bushels  per  acre;  and  yet  there  are  persons,  pre- 
t^idedly  knowing,  who  declared  that  wheat  could  not  be 
grown  here. 

*'  This  crop  was  on  very  high  exposed  ground. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Sic 
"  Hqfbd,  Sept.  25,  1801.  "  Thomas  Johne««'* 

In  the  coarse  of  his  experiments,  the  sutgect  of  this  me- 
moir imported  above  forty  cows  from  Holland ;  and  he  re-: 
inted  the  notion  that  variefies  of  cheese  could  not  be  produced 
on  the  same  land,  by  fiimislung  Parmesan,  Stilton,  Cheshire^ 
and  Gloucestershire  at  will  from  his  own  dairy. 

To  enable  his  tenants  to  do  the  same,  Colonel  Johnes  fur- 
nished them  with  the  necessary  receipts,  which  he  had  been  at 
great  pains  and  some  expense  to  obtain.  As  most  of  than 
possessed  land  supposed  to  be  proper  for  this  purpose,  several 
at  first  engaged  eagerly  in  the  purauil^  and  were  encouraged  to 
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persevere.  But  in  a  short  time,  their  exertions  began  to  re- 
lax ;  and  when  no  longer  allured  by  the  premiums  of  thsir  be- 
Beficent  landlord,  they  desisted  irom  the  attonpt.  -  It  may  be 
doubted  indeed,  whether  this  portion  of  Wales  may  be  calcn- 
lated  to  produce  the  rich  chteses  of  Cheshire  and  Gloucester- 
shire^ tc^gether  with  that  fine  species  produced  from  the  Leices- 
tershire dairies,  which  stilt  passes  under  the  name  of  Stilton.  Per- 
haps an  imitation  of  those  reared  in  the  Grison  country,  and 
the  hills  of  Switzerland,  would  be  belter  adapted  for  the  county 
of  Cardigan  :  but  this  is  a  mere  speculation  which  time,  skill, 
and  opportunity  can  alone  prove  to  be  well  or  ill  founded. 

An  illness,  which  at  one  period  appeared  to  be  &tal,  at 
length  intervened,  and  Mr.  Johnes  took  re&ge  in  Devonshire, 
from  the  keen  and  bleak  tur  of  his  native  mountains.  He  did 
not  long  survive  his  removal ;  but  even  then,  as  if  desirous  to 
prove  '*  the  ruhng  passion  strong  in  death,"  he  proposed  to 
bims^  to  achieve  another  creation,  at  Langstone  Qliff  near 
Exeter,  of  a  different  kind  indeed  irom  that  at  Hafod ;  but 
the  novelty  of  the  sea,  of  the  fine  verdure,  of  the  scenery, 
.and  above  all,  of  the  balmy  air,  made  him  delight  in  a  small 
but  elc^iuit  cottage  which  he  began,  in  his  own  words,  to  con- 
sider as  "  the  cradle  of  hb  old  age." 

A  List  of  tfie  Works  of  the  late  Thomas  Johnes,  Esq. 

1,  A  Cardiganshire  Landlord's  Advice  to  his  Tenants. 

2.  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Sir  John  Froissart,  trora  the 
French  of  M.  de  St.  Falaye,  4to. 

N.B.  Volume  L  was  published  in  1803.  Volume  IL  in 
J  804,  and  Volumes  111.  and  IV.  in  1805.     Anotba 
edition  in  Svo,  appeared  in  1810.  . 
S.  TTie  Chronicles  of  England,   France,  Spain,  &c  trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  Sir  John  Fnoissart,  4  vols.  4to. 
A  third  edition  in  ]  0  vols.  Svo.  appeared  in  1S06. 
4.  Translation  of  De  Joinville's  Memonrs  of  St.  Ix)ms,  from 
the  French,  2  vob.  Ito,  1807.    Printed  at  the  Hafodpress. 


Dcinz.aoy  Google 


THOMAS  JOHNES,  EBQ'  '  '^6l 

£.  Travels  of  Bertrandon  de  la  Brocquiere  in  Palestine, 
Svo,  1807.     Printed  at  the  Ht^odpress. 

6.  The  Cimmicles  of  Momtrelet,  with  Notes  by  the  Traoa- 
lator,  4  vols.  4to,  1809.  An  octavo  edition  appeared  afterx 
wards. 
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No.  I. 

Hemoiba  of  the  public  and  pkitate  ufe  op  the  Right 
HoNouRABut  RICHARD  BRINSLEY  SHERjIDAN, 

WITH    A    PAETICULAH    ACCOUNT   OF   HIS    FAMILY   AFD   COH- 

i«iiONS.      Bv  John  Watkins,    LI4.  D.  —  1  vol  4to. 
Colbourn.    1817. 

1  HIS  lifeseemstobe  indebted  for  its  ori^  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  late  Mr,  Samuel  Whyte  of  Dublin,  who  was  not  only 
related  to  the  female  branch  of  the  Sheridan  femily;  but,  if  we 
are  not  greatly  mistaken,  formerly  wrote  a  memoir  on  this  very 
subject  Imnsetf.  The  name  of  Sheridan,  we  are  told,  is  of 
■uch  andent  standing  in  the  sbter-kingdom,  as  to  denote  an 
aboriginal  stock.  The  family,  too,  appears  to  exhibit  such 
a  remarkable  succession  of  hereditary  talent  and  imprudence, 
of  genius  and  extravagance,  as  to  be  well  calculated  to  il- 
lustrate the  position  of  Montague,  who  insists  on  the  trans- 
miui(m  from  father  to  son,  not  only  of  corporeal  resemblances, 
but  those  of  the  mind  also.  In  order  to  prove  this  position  by 
example,  we  are  referred  to  the  progenitor  of  the  subject  of 
tliit  wotk :    "  Mr.  Hioinaa  Shericlan,  s  countiy  gentleman. 


Dcillizedoy  Google 


UR.  SBERIDAH.  i63 

possessed  of  a  small  estate  at  Ui^hteragh,  in  the  county  of 
Cavan.  He  was  s  protestant,"  we  are  told,  "  and  a  man  of 
very  generous  sentiments;  wdl  beloved  in  his  neighbourhood 
for  his  bo^itable  dispositi<Hi,  and  particularly  esteemed  by  the 
gentry. around,  on  account  of  his  spirit  as  a  sportsman,  and  his 
superior  sldll  in  the  management  of  horses  and  dogs.  That 
knowledge  and  UberaUty,  however,  which  raised  him  in  the  es- 
timation of  his  neighbours,  only  served  to  impoverish  his  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  embarrass  him  in  difficulties.  These  were 
at  last  BO  great,  that  though -he  contrived  to  give  his  only  son 
Thomas  an  excellent  education  at  the  school  of  Cavan,  he 
found  himself  incapable  of  supporting  him  at  the  university. 
One  thing,  indeed,  the  &ther  did,  which  marked  more  discre- 
tion than  usually  characterized  his  conduct,  and  that  was  the 
resolution  he  took  of  getting  rid  of  his  pack  of  hounds,  upon 
observing  that  Thomas  neglected  the  school  for  the  dog^ 
kennel." 

Such  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Hichard  Briasley  ^leri- 
dan.  As  to  his  grandfather,  we  find,  that  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, through  the  recommendation  of  his  relation,  Dr. William 
Sh«'idsn,  "  the  deprived  bishop  of  Kilmore,"  and  some  friends 
of  the  &mily,  he  was  entered  a  scholar  at  Trini^  College, 
Dublin.  "  Here  be  pursued  his  studies,"  we  are  told,  **  with 
great  credit,  and  procured  the  good  opinion  of  his  superiors 
by  his  readiness  to  oblige,  and  the  friendship  of  his  compa^ 
nipns  by  his  pleasantry.  Having  taken  his  d^ees,  and  en- 
tered into  orders,  he  succeeded  to  a  fellowship,  but  soon  lost 
the  benefit  of  it  by  marrying  before  he  had  obtained  suoh  s 
provision  in  the  church,  as  was  necessary  for  the  support  of  a 
family.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Macfadden,  the  only  child  of 
aa  Irish  gentleman  of  the  province  of  Ulster.  She  was  a  wo- 
man rather  plain  in  her  person ;  and  if  the  picture  drawn  of 
her  by  Swift  be  not  altogether  a  caricature,  her  mind  and  man- 
ners were  &r  from  making  an  atonement  for  the  want  of  ex- 
ternal beauty. 

"  Having  thus  made  a  serious  change  in  his  condition,  and 
that  wiAotit  any  present  advantage,  Mr.  Sheridan,  by  the  ad- 
o  o  2 
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vice  of  his  friends,,  opened  a  clasucal  seminsry  in  Capd  street' 
Dublin.  The  house  which  he  took  for  a  school,  vas  called 
King  James's  Mint,  became,  while  that  unfortonate  Btonitr^ 
resided  in  Ireland,  his  necessities  obliged  him  to  adopt  a  coin- 
age there,  of  base  metal,  for  the  payment  of  bis  troops.  Sxuh 
was  the  reput^on  of  Mr.  Sheridan  as  a  scht^ar,  and  so  weU 
was  he  respected  for  his  good  nature  and  entertaining  quali- 
ties, that,  his  school  quickly  acquired  dbtinctioD,  and  the  num- 
ber o£  his  pupils  incr^sed  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
What  served  to  caihance  his  importaiice,  and  mult^ly  hii 
gains,  if  he  could  have  {woperly  improved  that  connexion,  was 
the  frioidship  which  he  formed,  early  in  1715,  with  Dr. 
Swift." 

But  it  was  impossible  even  for  the  Dean,  to  asrast  such  a 
man  as  this.  He  actually  dissipated  the  sum  of  1000/.  per 
annum,  arising  from  his  pupils,  on  the  pleasures  of  the  taUe, 
and  in  the  company  of  worthless  flatterers.  He  next  refused 
the  endowed  grammar-school  of  Arma^,  worth  iOOl.  per  an- 
num,  to  which  he  might  have  carried  the  students,  who  were 
greatly  attached  to  him,  because  he  could  not  banish  himself 
fixan  the  t^nptations  of  the  coital ;  Jiie  name  was  struck  out  of 
the  list  of  royal  chaplains,  in  consequence  of  some  little  ridiai- 
lous  omission  on  his  part ;  he  next  exchanged  a  living  he  had 
obtained  near  Corii,  for  one  of  half  the  value  in  a  more  distant 
^ot ;  he  then  mortgaged  his  lands,  without  lessening  his  ex- 
penses, and  we  find  him  .at  last  residing  at  Cavan,  <»  an 
abridged  income  of  eighty  pounds  a-year  I 

The  next  generation  does  not  c^pear  to  have  acquired  ad- 
^tiona^  prudence.  Thomas  Sheridan,  M.  A.,  the  third  son 
of  Dr.  Sheridan,  was  educated,  drst  at  Westminster  school, 
»nd  then  at  the  vniversi^  of  Dublin.  During  his  residmce 
9I,  the  latter,  he  conceived  "  the  romantic  idea,  tJiat  oratoiy, 
or  r^h^  elocution,  constituted  the  first  of  human  acoomplish- 
mente."  Accordingly,  having  endeavoured  to  accomplish  him- 
self for  that  purpose  on  the  29th  of  January,  I74>2-3,  he  ap- 
peared m  the-character  <tf  Bidiard  ILL,  at  ^nocJc  All; 
theatre.    Tim  rash  st^  gam  s  cdoiir  to  all  tin  fhtore  trtaa- 
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actions  of  hia  life,  and  we  accordingly  find  him  living  and  dy- 
ing amidst  innnmerable  difficulties.  Of  his  son,  who  actually 
became  an  accomplished  orator,  we  have  given  a  long  memoir, 
(See  No.  VIII.  p.  140,)  written  by  a  gentleman  who  knew  him 
well,  and  who  was  neither  averse  to  his  political  conduct  or 
principles,  howev^  hostile  he  might  be  to  the  general  tenor  of 
his  private  life.  As  for  the  reverend  editor  of  the  work  now 
before  us,  it  is  evident  that  the  brightest  parte  of  Mr,  Sheri- 
dan's pubhc  conduct,  —  the  impeachmeet  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
the  o^ositiMi  to  Mr.  Pitt,  —  experience  bis  marked'  disap- 
probation ;  laA  if  the  sec<HMl  volume  be  writt«i  in  the  same 
spirit  as  the  first,  it  is  not  difficult  to  anticipate  that  it  will  be- 
come a  libel  on  his  memory. 
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No.  II. 

Mehoiu  of  the  UTt  PHILIP  MELVZL,  IEsq^  Lixd- 
TEHAirr  OovzRiroR  or  Fehdennis  Castle,  Cornwall; 
WITH  un  Appendix  qf  Extracts  from  hib  Diaries  and 
LETTERS)  SELECTED  BT  A  Fbiend. —  Hd  Edit.    Hatcbard. 

Philip  MELVIL  was  the  foanh  and  yonngeet  ion  of 
tbe  collector  of  the  customs  "  of  the  pleasant  and  flourishing 
town  of  Dunbar."  The  former  was  bom  in  that  place,  April 
7th,  I76>!,  and  appears,  until  the  last  moment  of  bis  exist- 
ence, to  have  retained  a  lively  attachment  to  Mk  native  spot, 
which  he  was  accustomed  to  describe  as  favoured  greatly  in 
point  of  situation,  being  high  and  healthy,  gently  sloping  to 
the  sea,  with  an  open  bay  on  one  side,  oa  which  stands  the 
'church,  and  on  the  other  the  venerable  ruins  of  a  castle,  the 
asylum  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  before  her  ill-advised  flight 
into  England. 

Mis  father,  Mr.  John  Melvil,  appears  to  have  been  a  good 
and  virtuous  man.  He  constantly  inculcated  morals  into  the 
mind  of  his  son,  and  was  accustomed  to  exclaim,  "  Philip  I 
Philip !  remember,  on  all  occasions,  to  speak  the  truth ;  de- 
test falsehood  of  every  kind ;  be  exact  to  keep  your  ward ;  be 
prudent  in  the  management  of  your  concerns :  yon  are  now 
about  to  be  engaged  in  all  the  dangers  and  temptations  of  life, 
God  can  only  preserve  you  from  them ;  — study  to  make  him 
your  friend."  His  mother  also  appears  to  have  been  a  kind, 
affectionate,  and  considerate  parent ;  and  he  entertained  the 
highest  respect  for  hermemory,  uudl  death  closed  the  scene  of 
mortal  recollection. 

Bdng  destined  for  the  army,  at  the  age  of  uxteen  or  sevoiteen, 
Philip  r^iaired  to  the  remotest  part  of  the  north  of  Scotbmd,  for 
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die  purpose  of  recmitiiig  his  epiota  of  men,  this  beii^  llie  expresi 
'Condition  on  whicli  he  obtained  hia  commisdon.  "  Th^friend- 
ly  reception  which  he  met  with  from  his  relations,  and  the  ser- 
vice r^idered  him  by  the  laird,  which  enabled  him  in  a  short 
tim^  and  at  a  little  expence,  to  raise  bis  complement,  could 
not  but  aSect  his  grateM  mind  with  strong  and  lasting  Eensa- 
tions  of  their  hospitaUty  tuid  active  benevolence.  But  worldly 
friendships  prove  ensnaring,  especially  to  tender  and  unforti- 
fled  minds.  Ilie  vice  of  drinking,  encouraged  by  the  juidc  of 
being  reputed  hospitable,  and  the  comparative  cheapness  with 
which  it  could  be  indulged,  prevailed  much  in  the  Highlands. 
It  was  usual  to  b^in  the  morning  with  a  dram,  and  the  close 
of  the  day  seldom  left  the  guest  in  possession  of  his  reason  end 
his  senses.  Where  the  master  of  the  house,  a  man  of  yean 
and  authority,  not  only  invites  his  youthful  guests,  by  his  own 
example,  to  acts  of  intemperance,  but,  as  is  generally  the  case, 
imposes  the  example  on  the  young,  can  he  be  charged  with 
undue  severity  wlio  condemns  the  practice  as  a  copspiracy 
against  virtue,  good  manners,  and  genuine  hospitality  ?" 

Having  joined  his  regiment,  which  happened  to  be  quarter- 
ed at  Elgin,  Mr.  Melvil  found  himself  in  a  new  world,  with 
new  faces,  and  new  manners  around  him,  as  will  be  seen  irom 
the  following  very  faithfiil  picture  of  his  associates. 

"  A  society,  consisting  chiefly  of  youths,  removed,  without 
passing  through  any  intermediate  state  &*om  the  school  to  the 
army,  unawed  by  the  eye  of  authority,  eager  to  assert  their 
right  to  all  the  privil^|;es  of  manhood ;  a  society  where,  points 
of  discipline  excited,  a  perfect  equality  reigns,  and  where  sub- 
sists a  jealousy^of  controul ;  a  society,  subject  only  to  the  feji- 
tastic  laws  of  military  honour,  must  unavoidably  be  pregnant 
with  the  seeds  of  moral  evil :  in  such  a  society  the  most  licen- 
tious spirit,  even  without  the  ^d  of  a  ready  wit  and  a  licentious 
address,  will  commonly  have  more  influence  to  lead  the  weaker 
part  astray,  than  extunples  of  better  conduct  in  the  well- 
{Hincipled  few,  will  have  to  preserve  them."  _  After  this  de- 
scription, it  is  almost  needless-  to  remark,  that  the  subject  c^ 
the  present  memoir  *'  became  less  mindful  of  his  parents,  more 
o  o  4 
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roBVi  in  tuf  fitsted  den)ti(Hu»  and  ia  tksn»diAg  d'Uebifaltik 
more  xfegligent  to  improve  bis  iiijiid»  tmd  mere  ioeliliefl  t» 

In  1778  the  regimentwu  conwjie^  by  mcsiM  of  tnBiport% 
from  Fort  George  to  Portamouth,  wbora  they  werc  to  be  em- 
barked for  for^gn  serrice ;  bat  they  arrived  too  late  in  the  ses- 
Mu,  in  coDsequeace  of  which  thc^  were  ordered  to  Guenaej 
KUd  Jeney,  and  they  remaiaed  in  pleasant  and  healthy  tjjtat- 
ters  there,  till  the  month  of  Decenber  io  the  following  yew. 

After  a  mutloy  of  short  duratioB,  arising  irom  a  ridicidou* 
dread  of  "  being  aold  by  the  British  Govenuneot  to  the  East 
India  Company,"  they  set  aoil  boai  Si.  Helen's  on  the  8tb  of 
March  1779}  onboard  transports,  which,  together  with  a  fleet 
of  Indiamen,  were  placed  imd^  the  convey  of  Rear- Admiral 
Su-  Edward  Hughes.  At  the  conclusion  of  a  tedious  passi^ 
of  ten  months,  they  at  length  anchored  in  Madras  roads,  and 
soon  after  found  that  Hyder  had  invaded  the  Camstic  wUk  a 
large  and  formidable  army.  In  the  course  of  this  attack,  pai- 
,  ties  of  bis  horse  actually  advanced  to  the  very  suburbs  of  Ma- 
dras, and  compelled  the  numerous  inhabituits  to  take  didter 
within  the  fort.  Lieutenant  Melvil  at  this  critical  period  was 
dispatched  with  a  body  of  men  under  the  command  of  Ueut^ 
nant-Colond  Fletcher,  to  reinforce  a  detachment  commanded 
by  Colonel  Baillie.  Having  effected  a  junctioa,  ordera  wcze 
^Ten  to  advance,  but  Hyder  having  marched  to  the  aesiataDce 
of  his  son  Tippoo,  an  action  took  place  near  to  Conjevaran^ 
and  it  was  now  evident,  as  had  been  said  by  Fyrrhus  of  a 
Roman  general,  **  that  in  the  discipline  of  this  barbarian  due^ 
nothing  barbarous  was  evident." 

Afier  silencing  the  fire  of  the  F.ngliali  cannon,  by  means  (^ 
a  superior  on^  from  his  own  perk  <^  artillery,  Hyd^  chained 
with  his  cavalry  in  distinct  columns,  and  at  length  brou^t 
up  his  elq>haQts.  Colonel  Baillie,  aUhough  wounded,  rallied 
tile  Europeans,  and  formed  them  into  a  sc^uare ;  but  fiudii^ 
diere  was  no  prospect  of  relief  from  General  Munro,  be  at 
length  held  up  a  flag  of  truce,  and  orders  wece  gweni  for  lh« 
men  to-1^  ^omi  dust  ame ;  notwalhstoii^ing  wUoK  bat  tat 
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tte  humfiue  interpo»tkm  <^  the  two  French  comminder^ 
X^y  and  Pimoran,  who  implored  the  conquem'  to  shew  mer- 
cy, the  whole  of  this  little  army  would  have  been  masucred. 
Among  the  number  of  the  wounded  was  Lieutenant  Melvil;, 
whose  pres^vatitHi  and  recovery  were  alike  extraordinuy. 

First,  "  the  bone  of  his  left  arm  was  shattered.  A  few  in- 
itants  after*  as  he  was  turning  round  to  give  the  word  ot  com- 
mand, a  ball  passed  through  the  same  arm,  and  part  c^  his  left 
breast ;  had  he  not  been  standing  in  this  particular  position, 
at  the  very  instant  t^  receivii^  the  wound,  it  most,  from  the 
direction  that  the  ball  took,  have  proved  fataL  The  enmj^s 
ca^ry  having  pmetrated  into  our  ranks  after  the  snrraider, 
in  the  conliuirai  and  cam^;e  wliidi  ensued,  the  rausclvs  <^  bis 
right  arm  were  cut  in  two  by  a  sabre,  and  he  was  dashed  un- 
merciftilly  on  the  ground. '  He  was  after  this  stripped  of  his 
dotfaes,  including  even  his  shirt,  and  while  he  was  dragged  to 
a  convenient  q>ot  for  this  purpose,  hia  head  itriking  against 
every  ston^  md  lus  disjointed  arms  trailing  over  the  ground, 
be  suAered  die  extremity  of  torture.  As  be  lay  bleeding  and 
helpless  on  the  spot,  a  horseman,  with  wanton  cruelty,  wounded 
him  in  the  back  with  his  spear.  In  this  miserable  situation, 
he  lay  for  two  days  and  two  nights,  exposed  to  the  intense 
heat  of  a  burning  sun,  to  the  danger  of  being  torn  to  pieces  by 
beasts  of  prey,  and  what  every  soldier  whose  lot  it  has  been 
to  lie  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle,  knows  to  be  more  dread- 
ful than  any,  or  all  circumstances  of  suffering  united,  —  to  the 
want  of  water.  Having  made  repeated  eflbrts  to  assuage,  in 
some  dt^ee,  his  burning  thirst  by  means  of  whatever  grass  or 
herbs  were  in  the  narrow  circumference  of  his  reach,  in  vain, 
he  was  reduced  like  other  men  in  similar  circumstances  of  ex- 
treme distress,  to  the  necessi^  of  seeking  relief  from  the  moi*- 
ttire  of  his  own  body.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  humane  and 
genero^  attentions  of  lieutenant  Forbes,  who  lay  by  him  part 
of  the  first  night,  and  assisted  him,  he  must,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, have  perished.  At  last,  on  the  morniag  of  the  third 
day,  he  was  picked  off*  the  field  by  some  of  the  enemy,  who, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  the  reward  of  ten  rupees,  oSerei  for 
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bringing  in  ui  European  alive,  carried  him  in  a  most  cruet 
and  insulting  manner  into  their  camp." 

After  a  long  and  rigorous  confinement,  Lieutenant  Melvil 
reached  the  town  of  Vellore,  on  the  2Ath  of  April  1784,  and 
was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  a  captain ;  but  he  was  now  ren- 
dered unfit  for  actual  service  by  his  wounds.  Notwithstanding 
this,  he  found  means  to  visit  an  elder  brother  in  Boiga),  and 
returned  to  England  in  1 796.  Hffipening  to  arrive  at  Fal- 
mouth, "  on  entering  the  harbour,  be  was  struck  with  the  ele- 
vated Bite  and  noble  aspect  of  Pendejmis  castle,  which  made 
such  an  impression  (Hi  his  mind,  that  he  often  spoke  of  it  as  a 
desirable  residence,  bearing  some  resemblance  in  its  situation 
to  Dunbar,  and  where,  if  free  to  choose,  he  would  prefer  to 
settle."  After  obtMning  an  invalid  company  at  Jersey,  and 
marrying  &  native  of  that  island,  he  was  actually  gratified  in 
his  wish  by  becoming  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Pendennis.  He 
died  October  37,  1811,  leaving  a  widow  and  several  children 
behind  him.  This  little  book  contains  a  variety  of  moral  in- 
Etniction,  particularly  appropriate  to  young  men  destined  ta 
A  military  life. 
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No.  III. 
Memoirs  of  the  late  THOMAS  HOLCROFT;  writtei* 

BY  HIMSELF,    AND    CONTIKDED    TO  THE  TIME  OF  HIS  DE^H, 
FROM  HIB  DIART,  NOTES,  AND  OTHER  PAFERfi, 3  Vols.  I^^IIIO. 

London.  —  Longman  and  Co. 

J.  HIS  life  is  otMoasly  written  in  imitation  of  the  philo- 
sopher of  Geneva,  for  when  Mr.  Holcroft  sat  down  to  com- 
pile his  Own  memoirs,  he  undoubtedly  had  Rousseau  in 
his  eye,  and  contemplated  his  self- written  biography  as 
a  model.  The  Tbilowing  modest,  nnassuming  account  of 
his  progenitors,  is  not  only  worthy  of  commsiidation  from 
its  candour  and  simplicity,  but  conveys  an  original  air  of 
truth  and  information,  never  to  be  expected  in  novels  and 


*'  I  was  born  in  London,  in  Orange  Court,  Leicester 
Fields,  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1745,  old  style;  and 
was  baptised  agd  r^stered  in  St.  Martin's  church,  where 
my  name  is  erroneously  written  Howlcroft.  In  a  wilt  of  one 
of  my  uncles,  which  may  be  seen  in  Doctor's  ConuntMis, 
the  name  is  spelt  Houldecroft.  From  this  it  appears  that 
our  &mily  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  sut^ects  of  ortho- 
graphy, or  think  the  manner  in  which  their  name  was  spelt, 
a  matter  of  importance. 

"  Most  persons,  I  believe,  retain  through  life,  a  few  strong 
impressions  of  very  early  childhood.  I  have  a  recollection  i^ 
being  played  with  by  my  parents,  when  very  young,  and  of 
the  extreme  pleasure  it  gave  me.  On  another  occasion,  as  I 
and  one  or  two  of  my  brothers  or  sisters  were  playing  in  the 
court,  and  kneeling  and  peeping  down  a  cellar  window,  where 
there  were  some  fowls,  a  shutter  that  belonged  to  the  window, 
and  was  fastened  up,  by  some  means  or  odter  got  loos^  and 
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entirely  cat  off  one  side  of  my  «gter  Anne's  thumb ;  —  a  dis- 
aster never  afterwards  to  be  forgotten.  My  father  one  day 
whipped  me  very  severely  for  crying  to  go  to  a  school  in  the 
neighbourhood)  where  children  were  sent  rather  to  ke^  them 
out  of  the  way,  than  to  learn  any  thing.  He  afterwards  or- 
dered an  apprentice  he  had  to  take  me  to  school.  This  wp- 
preatice  wae  an  exceedin^y  hard-featured  youdi,  with  thidi 
Upe,  wide  mouth,  broad  nose,  and  his  face  very  much  muked 
with  the  small-ptHC,  but  veiy  kind  and  g(wd  tempered.  I 
perfectly  rem^nber  his  carrying,  me  in  my  petticoats,  eomoi- 
iDg  me  as  we  went,  and  ^ving  me  something  nice  to  eat. 
ij^haps  I  bear  his  features  in  mind  die  mere  accurstely, 
because  I  occ»uonally  saw  him  ^ifterwards,  tiU  I  was  sev^ 
or  eight  years  old,  when  he  used  to  visit  my  fether,  who  ww 
then  under  misfortunes.  He  seldom  came  without  somethiug 
kind  4o  say,  or  good  to  give :  but  hia  last  and  capital  gift, 
too  precious  to  be  ever  forgotten,  oHifiisted  of  two  small  booka 
One  was  the  History  of  Parismiu  and  Parismenes,  and  the 
other,  of  the  Seven  Champione  of  ChrLBteodom.  These  were 
to  me  an  inestimable  treasure,  that  often  brought  the  ruggpd, 
good  natured  Dick  to  my  remembrano^  with  no  slight  sense 
of  obligation. 

"  Till  I  was  about  six  years  old,  my  fether  k^t  a  shoe- 
maker's shop  in  Orange  Court ;  and  I  hwe  a  feint  recollec- 
tion that  my  mother  dealt  in  greens  and  oysters.  After  I 
became  a  man,  my  fether  more  than  once  pointed  out  the 
house  to  me ;  the  back  of  it  looks  into  the  Kiog's  Mews*  aod 
it  is  now  No.  IS,  My  feUier  was  food  of  ^lecuhttion,  and 
very  adventurous.  I  believe  he  had  been  set  up  in  trade  by 
my  uncle  John,  who  Uved  sev^al  years,  first  as  a  helper,  and 
afterwards  as  a  groom  in  the  King's  stables ;  where,  being  an 
excellent  economist,  he  saved  money.  For  a  time,  my  fether, 
trough  John's  influence,  was  admitted  a  helper  in  the  sta- 
blei ;  but  be  did  not  continue  there  lon^  not  having  his  bro- 
th«'s  perseverance.  How  or  when  he  procured  the  little 
knowledge  of  shoe-making  which  be  bad,  I  do  not  recollect ; 
though  I  have  heaid  him  meDtJon  the  feet.    He  was  not.  iQred 
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to  the  trade.  He  and  a  numerous  Junily  of  his  brothers  and 
sisters  all  spent  their  in^icy  in  ikefidi  country ;  or,  as  I  have 
heard  him  describe  it,  the  most  desolate  part  of  Lancashire^ 
called  Martin's  Muir,  where  my  graad-^ther  was  a  cooper ; 
a  man,  accm'ding  to  my  fiither's  account,  possessed  of  good 
quaBttes,  but  p«8»onate,  and  a  dear  lover  of  Sir  John  Barley>- 
txrm.  My  grand-mother  was  ^ways  mentimted  by  my  &ther 
with  very  great  respect. 

'*  At  the  period  of  i^iich  I  speak,  the  west  end  of  X.ond(»t 
swarmed  with  chairmen;  who^  that  they  might  tread  more 
safely,  had  their  shoes  made  differently  from  those  of  other 
people;  to  which  particular  branch  of  the  trade  my  &ther 
af^lied  himself  widi  some  success.  But  he  was  not  satasGed 
with  the  profiu  he  acquired  by  ^loe-making:  he  was  very 
fimd  of  horses,  and  having  some  knowledge  of  them,  he  became 
a  dealer  in  than.  Few  perscus  but  the  great,  at  this  time 
kept  any  sort  of  carriage.  It  was  common  for  those  who 
wi^ed  to  ride  out,  to  hue  a  faorse  fat  the  day ;  and  my  &th^ 
kept  several  horses  (at  this  purpose.  If  his  word  was  to  be 
taken,  they  were  such  as  were  not  very  easily  to  be  matched. 
Tlie  praise  he  bestowed  mi  th«n  for  their  performance!^  and 
his  admiration  of  their  make  and  beauty,  were  ArtMig  and 
continued.  Young  as  I  was,  he  eamestiy  wished  to  see  me 
aUe  to  ride.  He  had  a  beautiful  pone^  (at  least  so  be  calledf 
vaA.  so  I  thought,  it:)  but  it  was  not  more  ronarkable  for  its 
beauty,  than  its  animation.  To  hold  it,  required  all  my  fo- 
ther's  straigdi  and  skill;  yet  he  was  determined  I  should 
mount  this  ptoiey,  and  accompany  him,  whenever  he  took  a 
ride.  For  this  purpose  my  petticoats  were  discarded;  wid 
as  he  was  fonder  of  me  than  even  of  his  horses,  nay,  or  of  his 
'  poney,  he  had  straps  made,  and  I  was  budded  to  the  saddle 
with  a  leading  rein  fast^ied  to  the  muzzle  of  the  poney,  which 
he  carefully  held.  These  rides,  with  (he  oddity  of  our  equi- 
page and  t^ipearanc^  sometimes  exposed  us  to  the  ridicule 
of  bantering  aequaintanee ;  but  I  remember  no  harm  that 
fai^pened. 
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"  About  the  same  time,  my  father  indulged  another  whim; 
whether  he  was  led  to  it  by  any  particular  accident,  I  cannot 
tell.  I  most  have  been  about  five  years  old,  whea  he  put  me 
under  the  tuition  of  a  player  on  the  violin,  who  was  a  public 
performer  of  some  repute.  EitJier  parental  fondness  led  my 
&ther  to  believe,  or  he  was  flattered  into  the  supposition,  that 
I  had  an  uncommon  aptitude  for  the  art  I  had  been  put  to 
learn.  I  shall  never  forget  the  high  pruses  -I  received,  the 
affirmation  that  I  was  a  prodigy,  and  the  assurances  my  .teachers 
gave  that  I  should  soon  be  heard  in  public.  These  dreams 
were  never  realind. 

"  My  &ther  was  under  great  obligations  to  my  uncle  John, 
and  was  aJnud,  especially  just  at  that  time,  of  disobliging  him. 
My  uncle's  pride  took  the  alarm ;  and  after  marking  his  dis- 
i^robation,  he  asked  with  contempt,  "  Do  you  mean  to  make 
a  fiddler  of  the  boy  ?"  My  practice  on  the  violin  ther^re 
ceased;  and  it  it  perhaps  worth  remarking,  that,  though  I 
coBld  play  so  well  before  1  was  six  years  old,  I  had  wholly 
forgotten  the  art  at  the  age  of  seven ;  for,  after  my  master  left 
me,  I  never  touched  the  instrument.  In  the  days  of  my  youth- 
ful distress,  I  hfave  sometimes  thought,  with  bitter  regret,  of 
the  absurd  pride  of  my  uncle." 

At  the  tender  age  of  six,  the  scene  suddenly  changed,  and 
young  Holcroft  was  carried  into  the  country,  while  much 
distress  and  poverty  immediately  ensued.  It  luckily  happened, 
however,  that  his  father's  quondam^  apprentice,  "  the  kind 
hearted  Dick,"  brought  the  boy  two  delightful  little  histraries, 
which  first  inspired  him  with  a  taste  for  books,  and  rendered 
the  dreary  cottage  in  Bei^shire  less  disagreeable. 

Notwkhstanding  W  was  afterwards  anployed  by  bis  parents 
**  in  jtramping  the  villages,  to  hawk  th^  pedlaty,"  yet  this 
taste  never  once  forsook  him;  end  k  ii  not  a  littie  remarkable 
that  the  future  comedian  and  dramatic  writer  should  have  first 
eiihibited  a  passion  for  the  stage,  on  listening  to  the  dialt^e 
and  beholding  the  feats  of  an  itinerant  Merry-Andrew  at  Wis- 
beach  fair ! 
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Such  appears  to  have  been  his  misery,  that  he  envied  the 
sleek  looks  and  unpatched  clothes  of  the  grooms  at  Notting- 
ham; and  when  Woodcock  employed  him  at  his  stables  near 
Newmarket,  he  was  in  perfect  e^tacy  at  the  idea  of  being 
clad  in  a  suit  of  livery ! 

But  his  passion  for  books  seemed  also  to  increase,  and  he 
devoured  every  species  of  publication  that  presented  itself  to 
his  voracious  appetite.  "  The  Whole  Duty  of  Man ;"  "  Ho^- 
neck'i  Crucified  Jesus ;"  "  The  Life  of  Francis  Spira ;"  and 
John  Bunyan's  *'  Pilgrim's  Progress ;"  were  all  dispatched  in 
succession,  and  with  astonishing  rapidity.  Perceiyuig  this  to 
be  his  ruling  passion,  a  person  who  kept  a  httle  day  schocd 
at  Newmarket,  taught  him  gratis,  and  such,  indeed,  had 
been  his  proficiency  and  success  in  private,  that  he  astonish- 
ed all  the  boys  by  actually  spelling  a  word  of  six  syllables  at 
first  sight. 

Two  or  three  years  after  this,  young  Holcroft  came  to 
London,  and  after  beii^  a  rough-rider  on  the  turf,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  worked  lor  some  time  with  his  &tber,  who  thea 
kq>t  a  cobler's  stall  in  South  Audley  Street  He  at  length 
rose  to  the  dignity  of  a  shoe-maker ;  but  a  stooping  posture 
proved  hurtful,  "  and  his  time  was  again  idled  away  in  read- 
ing." Yet  it  was  this  passion  that  finally  raised  him  to  a 
more  respectable  rank  in  society.  First  he  taught  a  few 
boys  at  Liverpool;  next  he  wrote  essays  in  the  Whitehall 
Evening  Post,  at  five  shillings  a  column;  then  he  becfune 
amanuensis,  to  the  late  amiable  Mr.  Granville  Sharp;  and 
soon  after  repaired  to  Ireland  as  an  actor. 

At  length,  after  a  variety  of  adventures,  Mr.  Holcroft,  in 
1780,  published  his  first  novd,  enUtled  **  Alwyti,  or  the 
O^itlonan  Comedian;"  and  became  henceforth  a  r^ular 
author.  His  first  comedy,  ^called  "  Duplidty,"  was  acted 
with  great  applause  in  1781,  at  Cov^it  Garden.  At  a  later 
period  he  visited  the  continent ;  and  after  a  vari^  of  ebbs 
and  flows  in  his  fortune,  during  all  of  which,  he  preserved 
the  character  of  an  honest  man,  he  died  at  a  good  old  age, 
greatly  beloved  by  his  fajnily  and  triends. 
S 
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It  ought  not  to  be  emitted,  that  on  Iieanng  his  name  wm 
induded  in  the  same  bill  of  indictmeot  with  Messrs.  Xoo^e  and 
Hor^,  he  vt^tmtBrily  nnrendered  himself  in  opaa  conrt; 
and  it  is  almost  unneoessny  to  add,  diat  no  pitmf  of  gn^ 
was  em*  adduced  against  him. 
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Meuoibs  of  th£  Life  of  the  Rev.  RICHARD  PRICE, 
D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  By  William  Moegan,  F.  R.  S.  — 
Hunter.'    London. 

Richard  price,  the  son  of  Rice  Price,  by  a  secwid 
mairiage,  and  whose  name  is  mentioned  more  iJian  once  in  the 
body  of  this  work,  was  born  at  Tynton  in  the  parish  of  Lan- 
geinor,  in  the  county  of  GUmorgan,  on  F^ruary  23,^1 723. 
His  father  w^  for  many  years  the  minister  of  a  congr^ation 
of  Protestant  dissenters,  at  Bridgend  in  the  same  county,  ori- 
^nally  founded  by  Mr.  Thomas,  an  gected  clergyman,  at  the 
Restoration, 

Until  die  i^  of  ten,  Richard  was  educated  at  home  i  after 
which,  he  was  sent  in  succession  to  three  or  four  schools  kept 
by  (hssenters,  in  Wales;  and  finally  to  a  dissenting  academy 
near  London.  As  his  father  had  determined  on  enriching  one 
son  at  his  death,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  his  family,  this 
poor  boy  was  obliged  to  trudge  on  foot  all  the  way  irom  Car- 
diff to  Bristol  with  a  bundle  in  his  hand,  thence  to  the  capital 
in  a  broad-wheeled  waggon ;  and  on  his  arrival  in  town,  he  was 
lodged  in  the  house  of  a  barber  in  Padding  Lane.  Ibe  pu- 
trescent air,  and  bad  accommodations  of  this  part  of  the  me- 
tropolis, actually  produced  a  jaundice. 

Having  devoted  two  whole  years  with  "  afdour  and  de- 
light," to  the  study  of  mathematics,  philosophy,  and  theology, 
Mr.  Price  removed  to  Stoke- Newington,  where  he  resided  for 
near  thirteen  years,  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Streatfield,  as  his 
chaplain  and  companion,  and  was  at  length  chosen  morning- 
preacher  at  Newington  Green.  In  1757,  be  married  Miss 
Sarah  Blundell,  whose  &nUy  had  been  ruined  by  the  South 
Hea.  bubble  in  1720,  and  nearly  at  the  same  tinfe,  published 
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his  treatise  on  the  foundation  of  morals.  This  led  to  a  frimd- 
shijt  with  Dr.  Adams,  and  an  acquuntance  with  Mr.  Hume, 
who  was  charmed  with  a  rare  instance  of  civility  on  the  part 
of  one  of  his  theological  adversaries.  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr. 
Canton  were  also  among  his  philos<^hicat  inends. 

In  1 762,  Mr.  Price  became  evening-preacher  in  Poor  Jury 
Lane,  having  been  invited  to  succeed  Dr.  Benson ;  but  such 
was  the  apathy  of  hi&  auditors,  that  while  holding  forth  on^i*- 
iwe  judgment,  he  found  a  targe  portion  of  them  asleep  I 

So  great  was  his  reputation,however,  in  other  respects,  that  he 
was  now  ejected  a  member  of  the  Koyal  Society ;  while  bis 
dissertation  "  On  Providence,  and  the  Jimction  of  Virtuous 
Mai  in  a  future  State,"  gave  rise  to  his  acqtltuntance  with  the 
first  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  tlien  Earl  of  Shelbume,  to  whom 
he  was  introduced  by  Mrs,  Montagu.  This  friendly  connezicHi, 
which  commenced  in  1769,  suffered  no  interruption  until  the 
day  of  bis  death. 

Soon  after  this,  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir  b^^  to 
distinguish  himself  highly  as  a  political  arithmetician,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  dissertation  on  the  National  Debt,  and  a  trea- 
tise on  Reversionary  Payments ;  and  he  afterwards  pointed  out 
the  prc^riety  of  adopting  a  sinking  fimd,  the  merits  of  which, 
we  axe  here  told,  were  attributed  solely  to  himst^f  by  a  great 
financial  minister  of  that  day. 

His  health  now  began  to  improve,  and  he  mixed  more  fre- 
quenUy  with  the  world  than  before.  Some  of  his  evenings 
were  spent  in  company  with  Mrs.  Montagu,  of  Portman-square, 
Mrs.  C^pone,  Mr.  Burrows,  Mr.  Mulso,  &c ;  but  what  he 
njost  delisted  in  was  to  meet  a  select  nomber  of  his  friends  at 
the  London  Cofiee-h<Bise,  consisting  of  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Canton,.  Dr.  Kippis,  and  Dr.  PriestlQr,  the  latter  of  wIkhu,  at 
his  reconunendation,  accepted  the  office  of  Librarian  to  Lwd 
Shelbume. 

In  1776,  Doctor  Price  published  his  celebrated  tract  entitled 
"  Observations  on  Civil  Liberty ;  and  the  justice  and  p<^cy  of 
a  War  with  America,"  which  obtained  for  him  the  fipeedcon  of 
thed^ofLoodcnitpresfiitedinBgoldbcot.  Soon  after  this,  he 
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leeehed  tu  ixaitadoa  to  repair  to  the  Tran»-Adantic  Cond- 
nent,  fin;  the  purpoBe  of  regulating  the  finances  of  the  United 
States ;  but  he  cnilly  declined,  on  this  occasion,  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  Cmgress. 

At  the  conclusion  of  diat  &tsi  and  unfertunate  war,  Dr.  Price 
suggested  a  paragraph  in  the  King's  speech,  in  Dea  1788» 
strongly  recomniEaidii^  ecanotay  and  retrenchmoit ;  uid  it 
mu  at  this  period,  that  his  friend  Lord  Shelbume  offered  him 
the  lucrative  appointment  of  Private  Secretary;  but,  as  was 
weH  observed  at  ihe  tune,  the  Minister  mi^t  as  well  have  pro- 
posed to  make  him  matter  of  the  horte ! 

llie  mind  of  Dr.  Price  woe  greatly  agitated  at  the  dawn  of 
the  French  Revolution,  which,  at  ita  comm^icanent,  seemed 
to  aflbrd  a  bright  prospect  to  this  veteran  friend  of  liberty, 
who  had  deemed  it  impossible^  "  that  a  despotism  of  eight 
centuries,  supported  by  an  imm^tse  army,  could  be  overthrown 
by  the  tumultuous  populace  of  the  city  of  Paris." 

About  this  pmod  he  preached  a  sernitm  on  the  anniversary 
<^  the  Revolution.  The  pubhcation  of  this  discourse,  in  addi- 
ticm  to  bis  avowed  sentiments  on  that  subject,  me  here  said 
*•  to  have  drawn  torroits  of  abuse  upon  him  from  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Burke,  who,  as  if  possessed  by  some  dcemon  of  the  ne- 
ther region,  had  never  ceased,  from  the  first  moment  of  the 
revoti^on,  to  declaim,  in  a  manner  the  most  outrageous, 
ag^nst  it,  and  against  all  the  friends  and  supporters  of  it.  The 
[Aantoms  which  his  own  disordered  imagination  had  rused  to 
alarm  and  inflame  the  manbers  of  the  House  of  Commons  un- 
happily succeeded  too  well  in  misleading  the  more  timid  and 
lukewann  friends  of  liberty,  and  thus,  by  detaching  them  from 
th^  mOTe  steady  aasod^es,  served  to  encourage  ministers  to 
a  more  open  avowal  of  their  hostihty,  and  to  the  prosecution 
of  measures,  which  otherwise  they  would  never  have  dared  to 
propose."  The  only  reply  given  by  Dr.  Price  consisted  of  a 
few  notes  to  the  last  edition  of  his  discourse,  "  On  the  Love 
of  our  Country."  He  now  commenced  memoirs  of  his,  own 
life ;  but  his  health  began  to  decline  &st,  and  be  became  in- 
fii^wsed  to  engage  in  new,  as  condnue  his  old  literary  pur- . 
PP  2  , 
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suits.  His  last  labours  consisted  of  some  andidatkna  to  the 
fourth  edition  of  his  treatise  on  "  Rereratmaiy  Bftymenix," 
which  he  always  considered  as  one  <^  the  most  iniMNiant  of 
his  works.  The  first  Ttdume,  however,  was  not  printed  be£»e 
he  was  attacked  by  a  fatal  disorder  in  1791.  His  n^diew,  the 
author  of  this  modest  and  wdl-writtoi  memar,  has  given  bb 
account  both  of  his  death  and  chanwter :  «  distinguisbed 
from  his  earliest  years,"  observes  be,  <*  fw  the  meekness  and 
equanimity  of  his  temper,  no  injuries  excited  him  to  improper 
resentment ;  no  pun  or  a£Siction  to  impatioice  and  discon- 
tent. Convinced  of  the  great  troths  which  he  had  so  ctmstantly 
tai^ht,  and  so  well  exemplified  in  every  penod  of  his  life,  he 
calmly  sunk  under  the  last  conflict  of  nature  with  a  wdl  found- 
ed hope  of  rising  agtun  to  a  mwe  ^orious  existence  in  a  better 
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The  LiFB  ahd    Studies   of  BENJAMIN  WEST,    Eiq. 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  HOYAl  ACADEMY  OF  LONDON  PRtOE  TO 
HI8  ARBIVAI.  IN  ENGLAND;  COMPILED  FROM  MATERIALS  FUR- 
NISHED BY  HIMSELF.  By  John  Galt.  —  London.  Cadell 
and  Daviest 

Benjamin  west,  the  «m  of  John  west,  a  Quaker, 
was  born  in  the  state  «rf  Pennsylvania,  in  1738.  He  is  de- 
scended from  an  English  &mily,  which  emigrated  to  Atnerics 
and  settled  there.  His  father,  who  appears  to  have  been  in 
easy  circumstances,  was  a  good  and  virtuous  man;  the  mo- 
ther, a  kind  and  affectionate  parent;  and  the  manner  in  which 
this  their  youngest,  and,  perhaps,  darling  son,  exhibited  a 
taste  for  the  fine  arts,  at  a  time  when  other  children  are 
whdiy  insensible  to  such  pursuits,  is  well  repressed  in  the  fol- 
lowing passage :  -— 

"  The  first  six  years  of  Benjamin's  life  passed'  away  in  ctdm 
uniformity ;  leaving  only  the  pladd  remembrance  of  enjoy- 
ment. In  the  month  of  June  .1 745,  one  of  his  sisters,  who 
had  been  married  some  time  befcre,  and  who  had  a  daagh--, 
ter,  came  with  her  iniant  to  spend  a  few  days  at  her  fiither's._ 
When  the  child  was  asleep  in  the  cradle,  Mrs.  West  in- 
vited her  daughter  to  gather  flowers  in  the  garden,  and  com-. 
mitted  the  iniant  to  the  care  of  Benjamin  during.their  absence ; 
giving  him  a  fen  to  flap  away  the  flies  fi^mi  molesting  bia 
little  chai^.  After  some  time,  the  child  happened  to  smile 
in  its  sleep,  and  its  beauty  attracted  his  attention.  He  look- 
ed at  it  with  a  jdeasure  which  he  had  never  before  ex- 
perienced, and  observing  some  p^er  on  a  table,  tt^ether 
with  peqs  and  red  and  Uack  ink,  he  seized  than  with  agitation, 
and  endeavoured  to  delineate  a  portrait :  although  at  this  pe- 
p  p  a 
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nod  he  had  never  seen  an  engranng  or  a  picture,  and  «w 
cmly  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  age. 

**  Hearing  the  approach  of  his  mother  and  rister,  he 
aideavoured  to  conceal  v/hai  he  had  been  doing;  but  the  ok) 
lady  observing  his  confuBion,  inquired  what  be  was  abont, 
and  requested  him  to  show  her  the  paper.  He  obeyed,  en- 
treating her  not  to  be  angry.  Mrs.  West,  after  tooldng  some 
time  at  the  drawing  with  evident  pleasure,  said  to  her  daug^ 
ter,  "  I  declare  he  has  made  a  likeness  of  little  Sally,"  and 
Idssed  him  with  much  fondness  and  sati^iction.  This  encou- 
raged him  to  say,  that  if  it  would  ^ve  her  any  pleasure,  he 
would  make  pictures  c^the  flowen  which  she  hekt  in  her  hand: 
lor  the  instinct  of  his  genius  was  now  awakened,  and  he  ^t 
that  he  could  imitate  the  forms  tf  those  things  which  pleased 
his  sight. 

"  This  curious  incident  deserves  consideration  in  two  pcnnts 
cf  view.  The  sketch  must  have  had  some  merit,  unce  the 
likeness  was  so  obvions,  indicating  how  early  the  hand  f^the 
yonng  artist  possessed  the  power  of  representing  the  observa- 
tiona  of  his  eye.  But  it  is  still  more  ronaAable  as  die  biitb 
of  the  fine  arts  in  the  New  World,  and  as  one  of  the  feW  in- 
stances in  the  history  of  art,  in  which  the  first  inspiration  of 
genius  can  be  distinctly  traced  to  a  parUcular  circumstance. 
The  drawing  was  shown  by  Mrs.  West  to  her  husband,  who, 
remembering  the  prediction  of  Peckover,  was  ddigfated  with 
(his  early  indication  of  talent  in  his  son.  But  the  fiict,  thon^ 
in  itself  very  curious,  will  appear  still  more  remarkable^  when 
the  state  of  the  country  at  that  period,  and  the  peculiar  man> 
sers  of  the  Qimko^  are  taken  into  ccatsideration." 

While  at  school,  all  the  boys  seem  to  have  followed  the  csaiii> 
pie  of  young  West,  and  to  have  cultivated  the  imitative  art  of 
drawiag,  by  means  of  chalk  and  ochre:  for  camels'  hair  p^idls, 
and  prepared  colours,  seem,-  at  that  period,  to  have  been  but 
little  known  in  Chester  county.  They,  of  course,  lotted  up  to 
Benjamm  as  their  master  and  director:  thus  he,  who  waa 
destined  by  fiite,  to  become  Preadent  <^  a  B/oyal  Inatitntiolt, 
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already  fiimished  an  example  to,  and  Huperintended  the  la^ 
bours,  of  a  little  provincial  academy  amidst  hie  native  loreilB. 

An  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Smith  <rf  Philaddphia  contri-. 
buted  not  a  little  to  form  the  taste,  and  inspire  the  genius  of 
our  young  artist.  He  began,  at  length,  to  rise  from  flower* 
to  portTfflts,  and  from  portraits  to  historical  subjects;  and, 
finally,  was  sdzed  with  the  noble  ambition  of  seeing  Italy, 
hx  his  visits  to  Rome  and  Florence,  Mr.  West  was  singularly 
&voured  by  a  variety  of  interesting  and  fortunate  circumstances, 
and  the  result  was  satisfactory :  for  even  there  he  was  con»- 
dered,  at  this  early  period  of  his  lif^  as  a  youth  of  rare  and 
extraordinary  talents. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  Mr,  Gait  will  complete  this  interests 
ing  memoir,  by  a  professional  life  of  Mr.  West,  during  his 
stay  in  England,  which,  if  written  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  the  same  taste  apd  spirit,  cannot  fail  to  prove  a  most 
valu^le  addition  to  the  biography  of  the  present  age. 

The  following  passages  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  President  profited  by  the  opportunities  he  en- 
joyed in  Italy,  to  att^n  a  just  notion  of  his  favourite  art ;  as 
well  as  of  the  honours  he  received,  in  the  course  of  his  pro- 
fessional travels :  — 

"  In  the  mean  time,  West  was  carefully  famishing  his  mind 
by  an  attottive  study  of  the  costume  of  anUquity,  and  the 
beauties  of  the  great  works  of  modem  gmus.  In  doing  this, 
he  regarded  Rome  only  as  an  universi^,  in  which  he  should 
graduate;  and,  as  a  thesis  pr^taratory  to  taking  Ms  degree 
among  die  students,  he  painted  a  {»cture  of  Cimon  and  Iphige- 
nia,  and,  subsequently,  another  of  Angelica  and  Madoro.  The 
applause  which  they  received  justified  the  opinion  which  Mengs 
had  so  etu-ly  expressed  of  his  talent,  and  certainly  answered 
every  object  for  which  they  were  composed.  He  was  ho- 
noured, in  consequence  with  the  marks  of  academical  a^rcK 
bation  usually  betowed  on  fortunate  artists.  He  then  pro- 
posed to  return  to  America,  with  a  view  to  cultivate  in  his 
native  country  that  profession  in  which  he  had  already  acquired 
K>  much  celd)rity.    At  this  juncture  be  rec^ved  a  letter  tcom 
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his  father,  sdviGing  him,  as  peace  had  been  concluded  betwe^ 
France  and  England,  to  go  home  £)r  a  short  time  before 
coming  to  America ;  for  the  mother  country  wsb  at  that  pe- 
riod Gtill  regarded  as  the  home  of  her  American  ofispring. 
The  advice  of  Mb  fotber  was  in  unison  with  his  own  wishes 
and  he  mentioned  his  intention  to  Mr.  Wilcox.  That  goitle- 
man,  conceiving  that  be  spoke  of  America  as  his  home,  ex- 
pressed himself  with  grief  and  surprise  at  a  determination  so 
difierent  from  what  be  had  expected ;  but,  upon  being  inform- 
ed of  the  ambiguity  in  the  phlBse,  he  exclaimed  that  he  could 
hardly  have  resolved,  on  quitting  Italy,  more  opportunely,  Sor 
Dr.  Patoune,  a  Scottish  gentleman,  of  considerable  learning 
and  sonie  taste  in  painting,  was  then  returning  homevard, 
and  wmting  at  that  time  in  Rom^  until  he  fihoiUd  be  able  to 
meet  with  a  companion.  It  was  therefore  agreed  that  West 
should  be  introduced  to  him ;  and  it  was  soon  after  arranged 
that  the  Doctor  should  proceed  to  Florence,  while  the  Artist 
went  to  take  leave  of  his  friends  at  L^bom,  to  express  to  them 
hia  gratitude  for  the  advantages  he  had  derived  from  their  con- 
stant and  extraordinary  kindness,  which  he  estimated  so  highly, 
that  he  could  not  tluidc  of  leaving  Italy  without  performing 
this  pleading  and  honourable  pilgrimaged  It  was  also  agreed 
between  him  and  bis  companion,  that  the  Doctor  should  stop 
B  short  time  at  Parma,  until  West  should  have  completed  a 
copy  of  the  St.  Jerome  of  Corregio,  which  he  had  b^un  dur- 
ing his  visit  to  that  city  with  Mr.  Matthews. 

**  During  their  stay  at  Parma,  the  Academy  elected  Mr. 
West  a  member,  an  honour  which  the  acadonies  of  Florence 
and  Bologna  had  previously  conferred  on  him ;  and  it  was 
mentioned  to  the  Prince,  that  a  young  American  had  made  a 
.copy  of  the  St^  Jerome  of  Corregio,  in  a  style  of  excellence 
euch  as  thebldest  academicians  had  not  witnessed.  The  Prince 
expressed  a  wish  to  see  this  extraordinary  Artist,  particularly 
whenhe  heard  that  he  was  from  Pennsylvania,  and  a  Quako. 
Mr.  West  was,  in  consequence,  informed  that  a  visit  from 
him  would  be  acceptable  at  court ;  and  it  was  airanged  that 
he  should  be  introduced  to  His  Highness  by  the  diief  mini- 
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ster.  Mr,  West  thought  that,  in  a  matter  of  tlus  kind.  He 
should  regnlate  his  behaviour  by  what  he  understood  to  be  the 
practice  in  the  court  of  Ix>ndon;  and,  accordingly,  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  whole  of  the  courtiers,  he  kept  his  hat  on 
during  the  audience.  This,  however,  instead  of  offending  the 
Prince,  was  observed  with  evident  pleasure,  and  made  his  r^ 
ception  more  particular  and  distinguished ;  for  His  Highness 
had  heard  of  the  pecoliar  simplicity  of  the  Qudcers,  and  of 
the  singularly  ChrisUan  conduct  and  principles  of  William 
Penn." 


Dcillizedoy  Google 


No.  VI. 

The  Private  Cosrespondengg  of  BENJAMIN  FRANK- 
LIN, LL.D.  F-R-S.  M1HI8TER  Plenipotentiary  from 
THE  United  States  of  America  at  the  Court  of  FrancE( 

AND   FOR  the   TREATY    OF    PEACE  AND  INDEPENDENCE  WITH 

Great  Britain,  &c.  Sac  Comprising  a  series  of  let- 
ters ON  miscellaneous,  literary,  AND  POLITICAL  SUB- 
JECTS, written  between  the  years  17S8  and  1790 ;  11^ 

LUSTRATINO  THE  MEMOIR  OF  HIS  PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  LIFE, 
AND  DEVELOPING  THE  SECRET  HISTORY  OF  HIS  POLITICAL 
TRANSACTIONS  AND  NEGOTIATIONS;  NOW  FIRST  PUBLISHED 
FROM  THE  ORIGINALS,  By  HJS  GRANDSON,  WiLUAM  TeMPLZ 

Franklin,  —  LondoD.     Colbourn.     1817. 

■L  HESE  letters  coDtsin  a  variety  of  intereaUng  matter,  well 
calculated  for  the  use  both  of  the  historian  and  bi(^rapher. 
As  the  original  memoirs  of  "  the  public  and  private  life"  of 
this  celebrated  American,  written  by  himself,  have  not  been 
as  yet  published,  it  may  not  be  altogether  undesirable  here  to 
convey  a  brief  outhne  by  way  of  introduction  to  the  present 
work.  ,  I 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  bom  at  Boston  in  New  England,  on 
thel7thof  JanuBryl706.  His  &inily  which  had  been  settled  on 
a  snuUl  freehold  during  three  centuries,  at  Ecton  in  Northamp- 
tonshire, was  scrupulously  attached  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
church  of  England,  until  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  when  two 
of  them  joined  the  non-conformists.  One  of  these,  Josias,  his 
own  &ther,  being  afraid  of  persecution  in  this  country,  carried 
his  wife  and  three  children  to  New  England,  about  the  year 
1 682 ;  and  there  had  four  more  by  the  same  wife,  and  ten  by  a 
a  seomd  marriage. 
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Benjanun,  a  younger  son,  by  Aluas  Folger,  a  native  of  the 
county,  was  intended  at  first  by  bis  &ther  for  the  chnrch ;  and. 
he  ah^ady  b^an  to  be  considered  "the  chapldn  of  the  &mily ;" 
while  his  uncl^  by  way  of  encourag^nent,  actually  promised  to 
give  him  "  all  hie  cc^ection  of  sermons,  written  in  his  own  short 
hand,  provided  he  would  be  at  the  trouble  to  learn  it."  But 
as  thers  were  now  seventeen  children,  this  was  deemed  too 
expensive  a  plan,  and  a  &r  different  destiny  awaited  him, 
as  will  be  seen  from  his  own  words :  — 

"  At  ten  years  of  age*,  I  was  brought  home  to  assist  my 
fiuher  in  his  business,  which  was  that  of  a  candle  and  soap- 
maker  ;  trades  to  which  he  had  not  indeed  served  an  appren- 
ticeship, but  which  he  had  embraced  on  his  arrival  in  New 
England,  finding  that  there  was  not  sufficient  employment  for 
B  dyer  to  enable  him  to  support  his  family.  My  employments 
consequently,"  he  very  modestly  adds,  "  were  to  attend  the 
shop,  cut  the  wicks  for  the  candles,  run  errands,  &c." 

He  however  disliked  this  trade  so  much,  that  he  wished  to 
have  become  a  sailor;  but  he  was  filially  placed  .under  his 
ehler  brother,  who  had  been  bred  a  printer ;  and  seems  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  cruelty  and  injustice  experienced  during  his 
apprenticeship,  first  inspired  him  with  that  love  of  liberty, 
and  ardent  passion  for  independoice,  which  characterized  his 
future  life. 

While  working  as  a  journeyman  at  Philadelphia,  he  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  Sir  WilUam  Keith,  the  proprietary  go- 
vernor of  Pennsylvania,  who  duped  him  in  the  most  cruel  and 
unaccountable  manner  possible.  Immediately  after  this,  he 
r^aired  to  England,  and  worked  both  as  a  pressman  and  com- 
positor. He  afterwards  returned  to  Philadelphia ;  married  bis 
old  sweet-heart;  acted  both  as  a  printer  and  bookseller;  and 
finally  became,  first,  Clerk  to  the  Assembly,  and  then  Deputy 
Post^Master  General. 

About  the  same  period,  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  elec- 
trical experiments,  and  was  the  first  who  attracted  lightnii^ 

*  Thii  ud  til  th(  iubMi)B(Bt  p*iMe«  »*  copied  frem  >  French  edition. 
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from  the  clouds.  This  circumstance,  coupled  with  the  suc- 
cessful resistance  of  America,  afterwards  produced  the  follow- 
ing hemistic  from  the  pen  of  a  celebrated  Frendmian : 

"  Eripuit  fulmen  ctelo 
Sceptnimque  tyraiuus." 

Having  now  established  the  identity  of  the  electric  fire  and 
lightning,  and  effected  several  tither  discoveries,  both  curious 
and  useful,  he  returned  to  England,  where  he  was  created  a 
doctor  of  civil  law  at  Oxford ;  aad  elected  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society,  of  which  he  became  a  disUnguished  omanient. 
His  pointed  conductors  were  erected  in  almost  every  city 
In  Europe,  and  obtained  a  distinguished  piece  at  Buckingham 
House  in  St.  James's  Park. 

After  having  been  -elected  a  member  of  the  assembly.  Dr. 
Franklin  was  chosen  agent  for  the  province  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  which  capacity  he  was  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  relative  to  the  Stamp  Act,  a  measure  whidi  he 
most  vigorously  opposed.  On  his  return  home,  he  was  elected 
a  delegate  to  tJie  congress;  and  when  Lord  North  waged 
a  long,  impolitic,  and  expensive  war  against  the  American 
colonies  for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  he  took  an  eminent  and 
active  part  in  behalf  of  his  native  country.  Soon  after  tliis,'he 
was  sent  a&  Ambassador  Extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles; and  in  that  capacity  at  length  signed  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  France,  by  means  of  which  the  independence  of  America 
was  finally  effected.  , 

Many  of  the  letters  now  before  us  were  written  during  that 
eventful  period,  when  he  resided  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Paris;  and  we  find  among  his  correspondents  se%-eral  English- 
men of  great  note,  particularly  Edmund  Burke,  Dr.  Shipl^, 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Dr.  Priestley,  Lord 
Viscount  Howe,  David  Hartley,  Grovemor  Pownall,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fulteney,  the  Earl  of  Shelbume, , first  Marquis  of  Lans- 
downe,  Charles  James  Fox,  Mr.  Grenvilli^  Lord  Carmar- 
then, &c.  8cc 
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It  appears,  from  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Anthony  Benezet,  that  so 
early  as  1773)  Dr.  Franklin  not  only  was  hostile  to  the  slave- 
trade,  but  to  the  existence  of  domsstic  slavery.  An  able  ^iatle 
to  the  celebrated  George  WhitSeld,  on  taith  and  good  works, 
conveys  some  liberal  as  well  as  just  ideas;  and  as  another  to  Dr. 
Priesdey,  dated  London,  Sept.l9,  1772,  on  "Moral  Algebra," 
will  not  bear  to  be  abbreviated,  it  shall  be  here  transcribed: 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  In  the  a^r  of  so  much  importance  to  you,  in  which  you 
ask  my  advice,  I  cannot  for  want  of  sufficient  premises  counsel 
you  nMt  to  determine ;  but,  if  you  pleas^  I  will  tell  you  hens. 
When  those  difiBcult  cases  occur,  they  are  difficult  chiefly,  be- 
cause while  we  have  them  under  consideration,  all  the  reasons 
pro  and  con,  are  not  present  to  the  mind  as  the  same  time ;  but 
sometimes  one  set  present  themselves,  and  at  other  times,  an- 
other,' the  first  being  out  of  sight.  Hence  the  various  pur- 
poses and  inclinations  that  alternately  prevail,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty that  perplexes  us. 

"  To  get  over  this,  my  way  is  to  divide  half  a  sheet  ofp^wr, 
by  a  line  into  two  columns,  writing  over  the  one  pro,  and  over 
the  other  con.  Then,  during  three  or  four  days'  consideration, 
I  pat  down  under  the  different  heads  short  hints  of  the  different  ' 
motives  that  at  different  times  occur  to  me,^^  or  against  the 
measure.  When  I  have  thus  got  them  altogether  in  one  view,  I 
endeavour  to  estimate  thm  respective  weights,  and  where  I  find 
two  (one  on  each  side),  that  seem  equal,  I  strike  them  both 
out.  If  I  find  a  reason  pro,  equal  to  some  two  reasons  con,  I 
strike  out  the  ^ree.  If  I  judge  some  two  reasons  con,  equal  to 
some  three  reasons  pro,  I  strike  out  thejfwe  ^  and  thus  proceed- 
ing, I  find  at  length  where  the  balance  lies ;  and  i^  after  a  day 
or  two  of  &rther  consideration,  nothing  new  that  is  of  import- 
ance .  occurs  on  dther  side,  I  come  to  a  determination  ac- 
cordingly. 

*'  And  though  the  weight  of  reasons  cannot  be  taken  with  the 
precision  of  Algebraic  quantitjes;  yet,  when  each  is  thus  con- 
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sidered  separately  and  C(HnparatiTely,'and  the  \^ole  lies  b^r« 
me,  I  think  I  can  judge  better,  and  am  less  liable  to  make  a 
rash  step ;  and,  in  fitct,  I  have  found  great  advantage  Srora  thit 
kind  of  equation,  in  what  may  be  called  moral  or  prudential^ 
gtira. 

"  Wishing  sincerely  that  you  may  determine  for  the  beat, 
J  am  ever, 

"  My  deer  friend, 

"  Your's,  most  affectionately, 

"  B.  Frankun." 

In  a  letter  to  Sr  Joseph  Banks,  dated  Passy,  July  27,  1 783, 
immediately  after  the  treaty  with  England,  Dr.  Franklin  gives  it 
as  his  opinion :  — 

"  That  there  never  was  b.  good 'war,  or  a  bad  peace.  What 
vast  addition,"  observes  he,  "  to  the  conveniences  and  com^ 
finta  of  living,  mi^t  fnankind  have  acquired,  if  the  money 
spent  hi  wars,  had  been  employed  in  works  of  public  utiUty. 
What  an  extension  of  agriculture  even  to  the  tops  of  our 
mountains;  what  rivers  rendered  navigable,  or  joined  by 
canals ;  what  bridges,  aqueducts,  new  roads,  and  other  public 
works,  edifices,  and  improvements,  rendering  England  a  com- 
plete paradise,  mi^t  not  have  been  maintained,  by  spending 
those  millions  in  doing  good,  which  in  the  last  war  have  been 
spent  in  doing  mischief;  in  bringing  misery  into  thousands 
of  families,  and  destroying  the  lives  of  so  many  thousands 
of  working  people  who  mij^t  have  performed  the  usefitl 
labour. 

"  I  am  pleased  with  the  late  astronomical  discoveries  made 
by  our  society  *.    Furnished  as  all  Europe  now  is  with  acad^  * 
mies  of  science,  with  nice  instruments,  and  the  spirit  of  experi- 
ment, the  progress  of  human  knowledge  will  be  rapid,  and 
discoveries  made  of  whidi  we  have  at  present  no  oonception. 

■  tbe  Reyil  ^atittj. 
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I  beffn  to  Ke  almost  sorry  I  wto  bom  so  soon,  mncc  I  cannot 
have  the  happiness  of  knowing  what  will  be  knowa  one  huii> 
dred  years  hence. 

"  I  wish  continued  success  to  the  labours  of  the  Royal  So-  ' 
dety,  and  that  you  may  long  adorn  their  chair ;  being  with  tke 
highest  esteem, 

«'  Dear  Sir, 

**  Your's,  &c  8tc. 

*'  B.  Franklin." 

"  Doctor  Blagden  will  acquunt  you  with  the  experiment  of 
a  vast  globe  sent  up  into  the  air,  much  talked  of  here,  and 
which  if  prosecnted  may  furnish  some  means  <^  new  know- 
ledge." 

In  a  letter  to  Doctor  Price,  written  some  time  after,  he 
observes :  — 

**  The  commencement  of  the  art  of  flying  will  be  a  new 
.  epoch.  The  construction  and  manner  of  filling  the  balloons 
improves  daily.  Some  of  the  artists  have  lately  gone  to  Eng- 
land. It  will  be  well  foryour  philosophers  to  obtain  irom  them 
what  they  know,  or  you  will  be  behind  hand ;  which,  in  me- 
chanic operations  is  unusual  for  EngUshmai." 

We  £nd  mention  also,  after  his  return  to  America  in 
1788,  "  of  a  boat  moved  by  a  steam  en^ne,  which  rows  it- 
self against  wind  and  tide  in  our  river ;  and  it  is  apprehended, 
the  (instruction  may  be  so  simplified,  as  to  become  generally 
usefiiL" 

In  his  political  correspondence,  we  are  presented  with  a  great 
variety  of  secret  history,  relative  to  the  views,  dispositions,  and 
plans,  of  the  various  parties  then  prevalent  in  Great  Britain. 
It  appears  that  not  only  the  ministers,  but  the  King  himself, 
actually  sent  over  persons  to  France,  (or  the  purpose  of  en- 
gaging Dr.  Franklin  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  with  Ame- 
rica, on  terms  somewhat  short  of  independence.  In  April, 
ITSii,  Mr.  Oswald  intimated,  <'  that  in  case  France  should 
make  demands  too  humiliating  for  England  to  submit  to,  the 
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spirit  of  tlie  nation  would  be  roused,  unanimity  would  pve- 
vail,  and  resoarces  would  not  be  wanting."  He  added,  "  there 
vfas  no  want  of  money  in  the  nation;  that  the  chief  difSculty 
lay  in  the  fin(Ung  out  new  taxes  to  raise  it;  and  perhaps  that 
S^ciMy  might  be  avoided  by  slndting  up  the  Exchequer,  stopping 
the  payment  of  the  interest  (^  the  public  Junds,  and  applying  the 
amount  to  the  support  of  the  xoar." — "  I  made  no  reply  to  this" 
observed  the  Doctor,  "  for  I  did  not  desire  to  discourage  their 
stopping  payment,  which  I  considered  as  cutting  the  throat  of 
their  public  credit,  and  a  meaufi  of  adding  fresh  exasperation 
■gstnst'them,  with  the  neighbouring  nations:  such  measures 
w»e  besides,  an  encouragement  with  one,  remembering  the 
.adage,  that ihey  who  threaten  are  afraid!" 

In  1789,  we  find  Doctor  Franklin  settled  comfortably  at 
Philadelphia,  where  he  passed  the  remdnder  of  his  life  amidst 
bis  family  and  friends,  in  the  enjoyment  of  every  earthly  hap- 
piness that  can  possibly  be  derived  from  esteem,  independency 
and  public  honour. 

"  Having  served  my  time  of  three  years  as  President,"  ob-- 
serves  he,  "  I  have  now  renounce]  all  public  business,  and  en- 
joy the  otium  cum  dignitate.  My  friends  indulge  me  with  tli^ 
frequent  visits ;  which  I  have  now  leisure  to  receive  and  en- 
joy. The  Philosophical  Society,  and  the  Society  for  Political 
Enquiries  meet  at  my  house,  which  I  have  enlarged  by  ad- 
ditional buildings,  that  idSbrd  me  a  large  room  for  those  meet- 
ings, another  over  it  for  my  library,  now  very  considerable, 
and  over  all  some  lodging^rooms.  I  have  several  promiMng 
grand  children  by  my  daughter,  who  play  with  and  amuse 
me,  and  she  is  a  kind  attentive  nurse  to  m^  when  I  am  at  any 
time  indisposed ;  so  I  pass  my  time  as  agreeably  as  lU  my 
age  (eighty-three),  a  man  may  well  expect;  and  have  little 
to  wish  for,  except  a  more  easy  exit  than  my  malady  (the, 
rton-:;),  seems  to  threaten."  Benjamin  Franklin  died  in  1790, 
after  living  long  enough  to  bdold  a  new  state  called  after 
him. 

Many  of  his  descendants  are  at  this  moment  respectable  dti- 
zais  of  America ;  ami  one  of  his  grand  cluktrai>  by  the  fisnale 
9    ■ 

Dcinzeaoy  Google 


DB.  FK^KUN.  593 

side,  IE  now  Post- Master  of  I4ulad«lphifl ;  a  dtastifsi  fermedj 
occapied  by  himself  under  the  British  gomnment.  Another 
of  his  graodwns,  the  son  of  the  l&te  Governor  Fraaklin,  to 
whom  the  property  of  all  bis  works  ^)pertaJD3)  ^d  who  acted 
as  Secretary  of  Legation .  during  his  embassy  to  France,  at 
present  resides  in  England. 

From  this  latter  gentleman,  the  following  autJientic  do- 
coment  has  been  received,  which  will  not  only  serve  to  ex- 
hibit  the  opposition  esperienced  on  the  part  of  his  grand- 
fiither,  in  respect  to  his  philosophical  discoveries ;  but  also 
tend  to  illustrate  the  labours  of  the  late  Earl  Stanhope*,  of 
whom  will  be  found  an  ample  account  in  another  part  of  this 
work. 

"  On  Monday,  Sept.  14,  177^,  Mr.  B.  Wilson  (painter), 
rq>eated  his  experiments  at  the  Pantheon,  before  several  Fel- 
lows of  the  Royal  Society,  and  other  persons.  Lord  Viscount 
Mahon,  F.  R.  S.  being  present,  had  a  great  dispute  with  Mr. 
Wilson  concerning  his  expermients,  and  shewed  him  that  he 
was  wnmg  in  both  his  assertions:  first,  (bat  knobs  are  betterthan 
points  I  and  secondly,  that  lam  conductors  are  better  than  Aig& 
ones.  His  Lordship  proved  both  these  assertions  to  hejalsct 
and  shewed  also  that  Mr.  Wilson  hod  entirely  misimderstoodf 
and  had  consequently  entirely  misrepresented  the  philosophical 
opinions  of  Dr.  Franklin. . 

**  Lord  Mahon  repeated  several  experiments  of  his  own  to 
prove  his  assertions;  and  by  invariably  succeeding  in  them 
at  the  same  time  that  those  of  Mr.  Wi^n  fuled  repeatedly* 
his  Lrf}rdship  convinced  and  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the 
well-informed  and  ciu4ous  gentlemen  present.  Mr.  Wilson 
went  to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  as  if  not  to  see  Lord  Mo* 
faon's  experiments.  He  afterwards  said,  that  he  had  not 
changed  his  opinion,  and  would  publish  his  own  hypothesis ; 
upcMi  which  Lord  Mahon  told  Mr.  Wilson  in  a  most  candid 
and  goitleman^like  manner,  that  he  was  sorry  to  be  dbliged 

*  S«c  Altnioin  (rfihe  Lift  oi  Loid  Sunhopc,  p,  li3. 
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to  differ  in  opinion  fi-onl  him ;  but  that  as  the  question  abont 
conductart  for  lightmngy  was  of  so  great  importance  to  this 
country,  and  to  society  in  general,  that  if  Mr.  Wilson  should 
publish  an  erroneous  opinion  on  this  subject,  that  he  (Lord 
M.)>  would  also  pledge  binuelf  to  the  pubhc  to  r^tUe  him 
in  print." 


Dcillizedoy  Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  INDEX 

OF  DEATHS, 

FOR    1816. 

COMPIIfD    IN    PART    FROM    ORIGINAL   PAPERS,     AND    IS    PART 
FROM   CONTEMPORARY    PUBLICATIONS. 


A. 

ACLAND,  Lwol.-G«ner»l  Sir  W,  R. 
Filmcr,  K.C.B.  Colonel  CommimUnl  of 
iiiBaiulion  eathfoot,  March  s. 

ALEXANDER,  Wm.  E-q.  F.  S.  A. 
ud  L.  S.  of  the  Biiilsh  Mu»urD,  at  > 
bnin  fever,  at  Maidiioiie,  July  93.  He 
VutbeiCHi  oFtcoachinakn-in  that  loiin, 
where  he himtelfms bom,  April  lo,  1767. 
HaTiDg  erinced  a  Gne  laiie  ibr  the  pencil, 
in  IJVt,  he  wu  eppuinteil  isiiiunt 
dnugfaiimBn  to  the  embusy  id  Cliini  -  in 
isoa,  he  became  Profesbor  of  Dra-'lng  lo 
the  Royal  Mllituj  College  ;  In  1801,  lie 
pobliihed  his  Cmume  of  China  ;  and  was 
anatched  premiturel;  anay.  when  tneditat- 
log  itlll  j^taier  aiterupu  in  hit  an. 

ALL£N,  Ritrhi  Hon.  Joihua,  fifth 
Viicounc  Allen,  Feb.  1,  in  Menion  Square, 
DubiiD.  Hia  Lnnliliip  wai  bom  April  aS, 
]7a§,  and  urved  during  all  the  Gemun 
etiDpiigni.  He  retired  from  tlie  serylio 
tn  1770,  on9|>en9iaaof  fioof.fKT  onuuni. 

ANNESLKY,  Right  Hun.  Arthur,  Earl 
of  Mountnortls,  F.R.S.F.S.A.  in  Puria, 
July  a,  of  an  apoplectic  attack,  in  liii  73d 
year.  His  firjt  coumbm  wbi  Luey,  only 
daughter  of  Geoige  Lord  Lydlcmn;  and 
hiiiecond,  Sarali,  daugbirr  of  (he  Righi 
Hon.  Sir  H.  Cavendish,  Biit.;  by  both  of 
vhom  he  hai  Icti  Iesuc.  Lord  Valemia, 
the  cetebnud  traveller  in  ihe  East,  hai 
■ucceeded  to  ihe  bonoun  and  eiiiieg. 

APTHUHP,  Rev.EMt,  D,D.  on  Apiil 
IB,  in  the  eiih  year  of  hit  age.    Thia 


eminent  divine  wu  a  Dttive  oTAmerint 
bui  hating  been  educated  wiili  dittinguiah- 
cd  repiiiaiinn  at  Cambridge,  and  patron- 
lied  by  Archbishop  Sriker.  he  ubiained 
considerable  preferments,  added  lo  a  high 
reputation  in  this  country. 

ARNOLD,  Tliomas,  M.D.  atLeicea- 
ter,  a^rd  74,  Aug.  as.  He  «u  fellow  of 
llie  Royal  College  of  Physicjani,  and  of. 
the  Royal  Medical  Solely  of  Edinburgh, 
senior  physician  to  ibe  Inbrmaiy,  and 
lole   physic-  ■      •  ■      '     ■ 


He> 


■t  of  *' 


"  Obser 


tio  de  Flcurii^e,"  1 

vaiioru  on  the  Nature,  Causei,  and  Fre- 
venlion  of  Insaniiy,"  1"83,  1  vuls.  8io. 
"  A  Case  of  Hydrophobia  luceessfully 
treated,"  179a,  Svo.  '<  OWrviiiont  on 
tliB  Management  of  ihe  Insane,"  I  BOS, 
8vo.  He  was  fnihti  of  Dr.  T.  G.  Arnold, 
oF  SiainRird.  In  liis  neighbourhuod,  and 
among  an  extensive  circle  of  private  friend., 
no  mail  n.uld  be  raure  sincerely  ur  more 
deservedly  lieloved  ;  vhile,  in  hit  public 
character,  healwayi  proved  bimsel fan  un- 
thaken  friend  if  civil  an<<  religious  liberiy, 
and  ihe  anxious  promoter  of  tvery  deiiga 

word,  be  was  an  enll^hiened  ornament  of 
his  naiive  town,  and  his  atatiun  in  societv 
will  nuteailly  be  filled  again 
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been  niOK  g*n«iI1jknawn>  orunivenallj 
TCtpeetcd.  He  wo  in  terj  eiHy  life  id- 
mined  1  junior  clert  to  th»  Depnij  Re- 
merabnnetr  of  ihe  Tint  Fruits  Office ; 
where  he  w»»  alio  Deputy  Receiver  and 
Deputy  Compiroller.  In  1774  he  bm 
elected  F.S.A.i  in  177 B,  on  the  death 
of  John  Heiheriiipon,  Esq.  be  liecame 
■cnioi  clerk  in  the  Office  of  First  Fruitt ; 
■nd,  In  17B1,  on  the  death  oi  Edward 
MuIjo,  £>q.  wai  appuinied  Receiiei.  He 
wuTreainrer  aUo  to  thai  very  eicelleni 
Socicif  which  celebrates  an  annivenary  for 
ihe  Sons  of  the  Clergy ;  and  the  food  ai- 
siduity  which  he  for  a  long  leriei  nf  yaari 
displayed  on  UioaeoccasioMs,  at  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral,  and  a1  Merchani  Taylon'  Hall, 
will  Inng  be  gratebllj  rCL-ollected.     Hia 
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convivial  habiis,  and  easy  pteaianlry 
mannera,  rendered  him  ai  all  tunes  a  wel' 
come  yisiiant,  and  a  elieMliil  h 
fiacon,in  1786,  le-publiihed,  with  grei 
Improvement),  Mr.  Eclon'i  "  Thesauiiu. 
under  the  tide  of  "  Liber  Regis  1  «l, 
Thesaurus  Rerum  Eec lesiaiticarum.  With 
an  Appendix,  cantaitiing  proper  Directiona 
•nd  Precedeuis  relstine  to  Pi»entation>, 
Institutionf,  In.tuctians,  Dispensations, 
&c.  and  a  compicie  Alphahetic^l  Index." 
,  Of  ihii  uiefnl  work  he  had  prepared  a  "jpj, 
very  aiueh  atigmenleU  and  corrected,  fiir  a 
new  edi(ion.  Hii  remains  were  deposited 
in  *  small  vault  on  the  outside  of  the 
cliiir^  (  and  were  mended  10  the  graue  by 
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BAWDWEN,  Rev.  Williim,  B.A., 
Sept.  14,  at  Hoolon  Pagncll,  near  Don- 
taiier.  Mr.  B.,  who  waa  Vicar  of  Hooton 
Pagne II,  appears  to  have  been  a  good  Saxon 
tchabr,  he  having,  in  leia,  given  a  Iran- 
alaiion  nf  vols,  I.  and  II.  of  Domesday 
Book,  which  was  published  in  conse- 
quence of  a  vole  of  the  British  Parliameni. 
The  remaining  eight  voluniei  are  said  lu 
l>e  compicie  for  the  ffrcss  ;  and  it  is  truly 
lamentable  to  reflect,  that  thii  learned  and 
induslrjons  divine  did  not  liie  long  enough 
to  complete  the  whole  of  this  splendid 
itork  for  the  benefit  of  his  widow,  and 
twelve  children. 

BEAUCHAMP,  Right  Hon.  William 
Lycon,  Earl  B.  suddenly,  Dec.  ai.  In  liia 
C>7th  year.  He  wat  for  many  years  M.  P. 
furWmcettenhire;  wdf  in  coue^uence 


of  his  great  propem,  aJded  to  his  aleadj 
support  of  Mr.  Pitt  during  the  French  war, 
waseanobledasa  Bironin  isoe.  In  ISIS, 
he  was  fnnher  advanced  in  the  Peerage  to 
the  rank  of  ViacounI  and  Earl. 

BELL,  Reverend  Wiliisni,  D.  D.,  ae- 
nior  prciiendary  of  Si.  Peter's,  on  Septem- 
ber 39,  >i  his  prebeiidal  residence,  in 
Utile  Dean's  Yard,  in  bia  S^ih  year.  He 
was  e^lucaied  at  Magdalen  college,  Cam- 
bridge, and  oblained  many  of  the  prim. 

BENNCTT,  Reverend  Thomu,  D.  D. 
August  34,  aged  73;  one  of  the  minor 
canons  of  St.Paul's  and  Westminster,  and 
vicar  of  TilWham,  Sic. 

BETTY,  Samuel,  Esq.  at  Sl.Jamea'a 
palace,  February  13;  He  was  foe  many 
years  derii  lathe  Lord  Cfaamberiain  of  the' 
household. 

BJBCH,  John,  E»q.  surgeon  extraordi- 
nary to  ihe  Prince  Regent,  oneofthesui- 
geoDs  of  St.lliomM's  Hospital,  late  of  New 
Street,  Spring  Gardem,  Ftbruaiy  3,  m  his 
7  0th  year.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  call  In 
electricity  111  the  easisisiice  of  medicine ; 
and  during  his  whole  life  opposed  ihe  Vac- 

BLOMFIELD.  Beverend  Edward  V., 
October  9,  in  Emahucl  College,  Cam- 
bridge. He  wu  the  son  of  C.  BlomfieM, 
Esq.  uf  Bury  Si.  Edmund's,  and  brother  to 
the  celebrated  scliular  of  the  eime  name, 
(Reverend  Charles  J.mes  Blumlield,  B.A. 
late  fellow  ofTrinity  College,  Cambridge, 
and  editor  of  Promrtlitai,) 

"niisgenllcniaii  Btuined  not  only  great 
skill  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages, 
but  also  such  a  faciliiy  in  the  modem  Ger-  ' 
nia'i,  as  to  have  Innslated  Manhias's 
Greek  Grammar  from  that  language.  He 
"ai  alto  engaged  in  a  new  Greek  and  Eng- 
lish Icxlnm,  a  work  of  great  importance  to 
the  English  scholar. 

Meanwhile,  lie  endeayoured  to  refresh 
his  mind,  and  asaiit  his  literary  pursuiti, 
by  meant  of  foreign  trjvel  j  but  on  land- 
ing from  the  continent,  the  friend  of  the 
Greek  Profesior,  Monk,  ihe  companion  of 
Dr.  Kaye,  master  of  Christ's  College,  and 
the  admireiand  eulogist  of  Punon.wag  seiz- 
ed with  1  fever,  tint  by  rapid  strides  con- 
ducted liim,  at  an  e.irlv  age,  to  the  lomb  I 

BRERKTON,    Lieui.-Genenl    R.,  at 
New  Abbey,  KUdare,  June  30,  an  officer 
ears  standing  in  Hi*  Ma- 


jefty'a  aervic 
comulaini,  contracted  in  tropical  dlmitea. 
BBYDGES,  Ed*arJ  William  George, 
Esq.  in  his  lS(h  year,  at  Lee  Priory,  June 
9,  aftcramonth'aillneat.  He  was  third  son 
of  Sir  Egeticm  Brjilges,  Bart,,  M.P.  for 
Maidstone'  a  peiaon  of  disiinsuisheil  li- 
neage, and  well  loown  sUo  lot  bit  litem; 
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Mtaiomcnti.  lite  death  of  tliii  nry  imi- 
(blc  joung  nun  vis  cauied  lij  loroc  intrf- 
nnl  compluni,  which  it  ii  guiiiertrd  may 
have  arisen  from  bruuei  T«ccired  iit  hunt- 
ing the  preceding  irlnur.  Hi»  premature 
fiile  It  vnj  deeply  lamenled  by  hia  patrDia 
tnd  bmily,  to  irliom  he  ms  endeared  by 
thckindot  leiuper,  the  iweeteat  diepoai- 
tioD,  and  the  moat  lirel]',  lieroic,  and  un- 
aelGah  Epirii.  Hji  abiUtiea  weie  good,  and 
Ilia  aag*diy  qnicki  though  hii  aueniion 
had  been  hitlieiia  cuelaii  and  uniiied. 

BUCHANAN,  Robertaon,  Etq.  civil 
engineer,  in  hii  4eih  year,  Julj  Hi.  He 
ni  theaulhotof  ingcniouaEguya  on  the 
<<  EcosDmy  of  Fuel,"  and  "  MiU.woik 
Macbiaeiy,"  &c. 


ClARK,  Mr.  Tbomai,  Septembei 
6,  in  hi]  79lh  yeai,  at  bis  house,  near 
Cheliea. 

"  Mr.  C.  m  born  in  the  yeur  i;37, 
It  Boitel  Conitnon,  neir  Wsrivick,  and 
brought  up  with  hit  &lher,  who  was  e 
lainwr,  until  after  the  age  of  tneniy,  wbcT 
hcesme  to  London.  — Wheiher  accident 
or  enteiprise  first  led  him  loihemetiopolii, 
we  are  uninfonued ;  but  leainjng  thai  a 
■tall  was  to  let  in  Exeiet  'Chtn^,  he  im^ 
mediately  took  it,  and  there,  in  the  ytar 
I76S,  laid  (he  enndation  of  that  innneiise 
f(irtUDen4iich  be  afieiwardi  realiieil.  We 
have  ii>decd  heard,  tliat  the  first  hundred 
paiuula  which  enabled  him  to  extend  hja 
cuuntaa,   was  nneroasl]'  advanced  bj  a 

Bnileman  who  bad  accldeniallir  overheard 
r,  Claik  deplore  the  want  of  such  a  Mim, 
and  who  the  nent  day  laoat  unexpoctedly 
braudii  it  1  while  auch  wu  hia  confidence 
in  Mr.  C.'a  Integrity  oT  principle,  that 
'  ib«  unal  form  of  bond,  rec«pi,  or  even 
niititD  acknowledgment,  vns,  in  this  «- 
imnnlinary  nrgociatiun,  entirely  diipensei! 
with.  We  need  not  add,  ihit  the  debt  so 
lionaurahty  couiracted,  «u  ai  honourably 
and  gralehiliy  dischargrd. 

"  As  his  stock  was  thiu  augmented, 
InaciuloDipioponioiiBbljiacreased.  Wbal 
he  sold  Has  ff/od ;  the  price  asked,  Kei 
invariably  the  pricB  taken  ;  and  «hia  e»cel- 
le^t  rule,  added  to  the  moderation  of  hit 
profits,  secured  him  that  lafnd  retail  cus- 
t4Bi  which  ullimalely  enriched  him  iri''' 
the  golden  frniis  of  fair  industq'.  —  But 
what,  perbipa,  added  to  hi)  wealth  still 
more,  wu  the  very  mnderaie  nature  of  his 
habits.  Bvery  daj  he  dined  with  bia  plate, 
not  indeed  on  (he  lore  Ixufi,  but  upon 
iahietb/ paper,  in  hia  liiile  eloeet,  and 
piubabljr  (he  eipence  of  hit  meal,  trith  a 
piat  ofpoitei  ioduded,  never  readied  (be 


turn  oC  one  ihiUingi  After  dinner,  hew» 
acciuiomed  ro  take  one  gloss  of  spirita  in 
wstrr,  at  the  public-hoiue  opposite  the 
end  c^  ihe  'Change,  and  thrnce  returning, 
resumed  tlie  buainfis  of  the  day.  Morn- 
ing bikI  evening  saw  him  on  his  old  horae, 
irhich,  with  its  rider,  was  as  well  known  « 
Cbsriiig-erou  ai  King  Charles  himself. 
Laiicrlj,  however,  he  came  to  town,  Irom 
hia  residence  ar  Pimlico,  and  reianud  in 
his  ion's  carriaee. 

"  In  lel4,  Mr.  Clirk  completed  his  m- 
venty-seventh  year,  and  then,  for  ibe  first 
time,  celebrated  his  birth-day.     Hit  visi. 

and  though  the  viands  resembled  those  df 
a  feast  one  hundred  jean  agn,  yet  the  de- 
sert possessed  some  teatures  entirely  novel. 
The  cloth  being  dnwn,  the  old  gentleoJan 
presented  each  of  his  grandchildren  iuidvc 
in  number,  with  a  fire'guineapieeeingold, 
a  Bible,  Dudsley's  Economy  of  Human 
life,  Pope's  Ejsayon  Man,  and  Di. Frank- 
lin's Life  end  Works.  He  ihen  addreSMxl 
his  youlhiiil  auditors  ibus,  — '  My  chil- 
dren 1  lometimea  articles  (j the  leastTihlo 
bave  The  slrungeit  powers  of  attraction.  — 
Gold  is  a  slippery  article,  it  is  frequently 


here 


r  the< 


ntroul  of  dia- 


aiteniloD  to  the  hook)  (liat  I  have  pre- 
aented  you  with,  will  do  you  good,  aa  ihey 
will  be  a  pleaaanl  guids  throtigh  life's  short 
journey,  by  teaching  tile  adoration  jotl 
owe  to  God,  —  the  duly  you  owe  to  y<rai 
deighbour,  —  and  the  advantages  which 
you  owe  to  yourselves,  by  enabling  you  to 
lay  down  your  heads  in  peace  with  a  joyful 
bope  of  futurity ;  which,  that  you  may  do, 
—  is  my  eorneat  prayer  to  God  for  yon 


"  The  whole  fomily having  aisembled  and 
retired  in  healthandgoodhumour,  tbeve- 
nerable  founder  of  the  teaft  ever  considered 
satisfactory  day  that 


™ple* 


had  iiaaied 

and  ii  was 

age  had  divested  him  of  tbai  inherent  cheer- 

ttilneis  which  thua  ahed  its  twilight  bt«nu 

even  over  the  confines  of  the  grave. 

"  lye  have  heard  many  stories  of  Mr. 
Clark ;  some  of  them  founded  on  Ml  p*> 
culiarilieg,  but  not  one  to  hit  dtacredit. 
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prp)wb1;  to  him,  who  nliihcd  few  hi^hef  Bench,  who  pauemei  UlnU  ud  qii*li6ci 
pleuurei,  tii  eujojnient,  beaute  i<  ma  of  la  pce-eniinBnt  a  Ti(ture,  tluit  feir 
>  Kninil  nmiuTc.  No[  ira>  he  innpible  can  jnitlj  ippreriaie  th«D  i  and  do  ooe 
of  parfunuing,  altime*,  ■ciionioftheirost '  can  too  hii;hly  exiol  ihmi.  He  tnt 
libcnl  and  honnur^e  kind.  Among  the  ihou^lit  to  be  a  elaiuol  icboUr  acmirAj 
^nameioua  anenlDWi  loldof  hini,  ii  it  re-  infertor'to  any  of  ilie  moil  learned  of  fai* 
potted,  lliai  nbea  the  income  tax  wuGut  conieinpnrariet.  In  hia  legal  practice  h< 
impnaed,  hegne  in  hinchcduleaifiaoo/.  lecnred  uniienal  eiieeni.  Unuaiutiing  in 
Tlie  t»-CDl1eclDr  returned  it  to  him  for  hii  beliaviour,  he  conciliated  ihe  (ceanl  of 
amendraent,  under  tbe  auppoiiiiiin  ihiilie  all  hUo  irere  coniKcicdwiih  him.  In  con- 
had  relumed  (ind  oua-Toltd  loo)  hitwlioit  vcrHilon  he  waa  brilliant,  conmiiinicaiiTe, 
atock,  inaieadoFhit  ennunl  income.  Mr.  and  iniiruciive.  tie  itiained  not  to  hia  «i- 
ClaHi  hitched  on  anotlier  t1ioa.<and,  and  alicd  itaiion  hj  adiieteiice  lo  any  political 
aniued  the  cdlectoc  that  he  xat  aute  it  waa  party,  but  <w  lelected  vbolly  on  accoant 
th«fultamouDl.  —  «  Aye,  hilt,"  aiid  the  of  liii  enalied  abiliiiea.  Eminenil;  di*- 
Oiher,  "  1  want  your  iiujnne,  nni  your  linguiahed  aj  hia  Itgal  qualificaiiona  were, 
fnopefh/."  —  "  Are  you  cortentf" —  yt-t  iliay  wtre  not  confined  jo  the  mere  lioc 
"  Yea  I"  — "So  am  I,"  Rplied  the  old  ofhii  profeuion;  for  he  was  knoitii  to  be 
neniiani,  and  wiabed  the  ulonitbed  cul-  aa  well  ucquaiiited  with  eccleaiasiical  aa 
Ircior  a  brief  good  morning.  In  hia  will,  with  tommun  law.  Nur  was  he  lesa  vened 
Mr.  -C.  remenibered  all  hia  frituda  and  in  iheology  tl>aii  in  every  other  branch  of 
faithful  BcnanD  in  a  liandaoine  manner,  arienee;  anJ  wliile  many  of  bii  lebare 
On  tbe  oeuaiuK  of  hit  death  Exeter  hoiut  were  devoted  to  thii  study,  be  erin- 
'Ckange  waa  partially  ahui,  and  had,  from  ced  the  lirmrieu  of  hit  belief  of  the  aacfed 
its  wonted  l>(;liLuid  buitle,  a  iirange  ap-  trulht  of  Chrbtianity  by  ■  conduct  cone- 
peaisnce.  apondent  with  ita  precepts.  In  wiwtCTer 
"  Hia  penon  and  fiaiurei  were  by  no  point  of  view  we  behold  hiin,  whetiiar  in 
mean*  of  a  common  OH,  and  bis  aagtriiy  public  or  in  private  life,  we  shall  aee  much 
and  aense  were  obviaiiiin  hi*  eonvcnationa  to  admire,  and  very  Utile  lo  condemn.  And 
on  almutt  every  subject.  Upon  ihe  whole,  should  ihi>  tribute  to  ihe  memory  of  i«rii 
be  wu  an  ecceiriric  man,  bui  one  in  whau  an  excellent  men  be  asrribcd  to  the  par- 
«ecei>triciiy  waa  not  vice — odd  in  hia  man-  lUlity  of  ftiendihi|,,  an  appeal  may  nwG- 
naa,  but  uptight  in  hii  iDtercourae  with  denily  be  mads  to  puiJic  otHnion,  vfaicb 
thewerld — and  capable  of  many  moat  be-  haa  avowedly  declared,  ibai,  by  the  deadi 
Mfireutand  dlsinteteaied  acta  of  humanity  oCMr.  JufUee  Dimpier,  the  Law  hn  loat 
and  charity.  Lei  the  idle  knilaie  big  in-  oneof  its  bri^htestomataeDU,  tmdSociety 
duatry,  and  the  avaricioug  eupy  his  bene-  one  oF  lis  moal  valuable  memben.  He 
njlsnce,  —  then  will  hia  life  hwebeen  not  bai  \th  ■  widow  and  five  children- 
leas  honminble  to  himtalf,  than  ueeful  to  The  foJlowiog  ig  acupy  of  the  preamUe 
(ociety  at  large,  while  the  example  will  lo  the  will  oF  the  laie  Sir  Heuiy  Dampio', 
not  cease  to  actuate,  even  when  ita  oiigi-  Knieht ;  — 
gtauJ  i>  foigatieii,"  —  Eatop.  Mag. 


DALE,  Thonut.M.D.,  Vehruaryai,  humlilehopc  that  hewill,  of  hii  iDfiuite 

tD  Deninshire-ureet,    Bisbopsgate,    aged  mercy,    pardon  my  enormous  tira,   and 

67,  a  Ijcentiaie  uf  the  College  of  Pliyai-  aancti^  me  by  his  Hdy  Spirit,  through  tbe 

^iana,  tlic.  &e.    He  wit  the  ion  of  Thoruat  mediaiion  and  iuteiceuiiiii  of  our  Lord  and 

Dale,  M.D.,  of  South   Carolina,    and   a  Saiiour  Jesua  Chris^  wboie  name  be  bica- 

native  of  America  ;  but  having  repaired  to  sed  Jor  ever.   1  return  my  most  affectionate 

Londm  at  an  early  tgE,  be  wai  eitncaMd  ihanlu  to  my  dnfeai  wile,  and  all  mychil- 

atSi.Paul'a  school;  after  which,  lis  itu-  dicn,  for  the  ki^neasand  attention  (hay 

diod  during  five  yean  at  Edinburgh,  where  have  abewn  me  in  ncknesa,  and  ia  healtht 

be  cJftaind  a  medical  degree.  tarneaily  eiliorting  oiy  children  In  be  dili- 

On  hia  return  to  the  capital,  he  waa  one  geni,  tinuous,  and  religiou*,  at  die  Stn 

of  theeicht  individuals  who  instimied  ihi  road  to  happiiieis  here,  uid  bereaftei.'* 
Literary  Fund,  to  ivhich  he  ngc  only  be-  GaU.tbf. 

tame  a  aubeeriber,  but  the  i 


February  3,  in  Monta^-pbce,  Blooms- 
buiy,  in  his  »Bih  year,  one  of  Hia 
Majeiiy'i  JmiiMi  of  ilia  Conn  of  King*! 
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FITZWILLIAM,  Riclwrd  Lorf  Vi«- 
couDt,  ofih«k;ngclaiii»fI»Und,  F.R.S. 
•nd  Vi(e  A'lminJofLtinHn,  Ftbruii7  4. 


?lit™r. 


in  Boiul-ilicel, 


The  ViKonnt,  bj  hli  will,  has  given 
tbe  G>llcMing  very  nable  bcneraciiDii  to 
the  eicellent  Mmimiy  where  he  com- 
pleted hii  edareiMin,  ami  where  ha  ublained 
the  deeree  of  M.A.  in  1764.  To  ihe 
ChanceUnr,  Matien,  and  Scholars  of  the 
UniTenilyofCanil)rldge,h«liBibei)ueaihed 
all  hii  new  Souih-Sci  Aioiuiiies  j  with  tbe 
proceeda  and  divtdeiuli  of  uhich  thejp  are 
to  build  a  MuKUiDi  a  Repoaliorj  10  con> 


bron^,&c.{  and  umll  buch  Muaeum  ii 
built.  Id  bire  a  home  to  place  ifaeia  in,  t< 
Eive  aalariri  to  tbe  ofBcen  ippointed  by  ibi 


fwmable  to  the  ftitutei. 


H. 

.  HAMILTON,  Mn.Ellubeth,aiHu- 
Toa^UeiJalya.l.irierilongilJDeta.  She 
ma  an  audior  of  some  celebtiijr ;  and  alt 
lier  woi^s  tend  to  tbe  advancement  of  re- 
ligion and  moralilj.  Fur  eame  yein, 
thta  lady  waa  ocnipied  [a  luperintend- 
iiig  the  educiiion  of  the  children  of  a 
Scotch  nobleman,  ■  drcumaiance  whkh 
efientards enabled  her  lodeicTibe  ihe  do- 
meaiic  Bcenei  and  mannera  of  the  north 
Htth  no  tniall  degree  oi  iruib  and  propriety. 
Her  brother  having  been  an  officer  in  (lie 
aenice  of  ihe  Eaft  India  Company,  ihia 
rireumitance  alao  induced  h«  to  dedlcaie 
her  attention  lo  Ihe  cuitomaofAiii.    Tbe 

"Leitfft  of  a  Hindoo  Rajah,"  1796, 
a  vol).  8vo.  "  Memoin  of  Modem  Phi- 
ioiopbtn"  1800,  a  volt.  Bvo.  '  '■  Lettera 
CD  ihe  Elementary  Principlea  of  Eilucft- 
tion,"  1809,  3  vol».  Bvo.  "  Life  of  A- 
giippina,  wife  of  Geiinanicui,"  1804, 
3  vua.  Sto.  "  Leiten  on  the  Formation 
ofthe  Reiigiotu  and  Moral  Principle," 
1906,  9  Tol>.  8vo.  "  The  Cottagera  of 
Glenburnie,"  1808,  Sva.  ■■  Rules  of  the. 
Annuity  Fnnd  for  the  BeneRl  of  Govei- 
neuea,"  (Anon.)  IB08,  4ia.'  "  Exerciin 
in  Religioua  Knowledge,"  180%  19mo. 


"  Popular  Eaiaji,  illuatntiag  Principlea 
aueniiallj  connected  with  the  Iwpniif 
mem  of  the  UBdeiiianding,  tbe  Imagina- 
lioii,  and  the  Heart,"  1  BI3>  3  vola.  Bvo. 

HEATH,  John,  E>q.  one  of  iheJua- 
ticei  of  Ihe  Court  of  Common  Pleai,  Ja- 
nuary 17,  at  hia  houae  in  ManiGehl-atncC, 
Portland  Place. 

Thit  venerable  Judge  had  been  (brfonw 
time  iniuch  an  infirm  aiate  of  health,  that 
he  waj  about  to  retire  from  the  Bench,  bat 
hii  death  wai  extremely  audden.  He  had 
received  an  invitation    from   Sir  Vicary 

act  of  replying,  when  he  dropped  down  in 
a  (ti  of  apupieiy,  and  expired.  He  for- 
merly "filled  the  ofUce  of  Town-eleik  of 
Eieier;  and  haa  left  a  legacy  of  about 
ao,000'.  to  hia  friend  Mr.  Galley,  the 
present  Towa-cleik  of  thai  ciiy.  The  fol- 
lowing testimony  lo  his  character  wa*  de- 
livered in  the  Coun  of  Common  Pleat  :  — 
"  Nobody  had  a 


and  chan 


of    t 


Judge  than  mycielf  [Sir  Samuel  Shqr- 
berd]  ;  and  nobody  more  aincerelf  regret- 
ted hia  loss.  He  owed  it  lo  hU  own  leet- 
ingt  to  aiy,  that  he  alwayt  considered  him 
lo  be  an  able  anil  upright  Juitge,  aa  well 
aa  a  worthy  and  valuable  man;  and  he  wai 
convinced  that,  in  dcclarini;  iheae  aenti- 
menta  of  leipect  lor  hit  mcisory,  ha  had 
the  eoncnnence  of  all  hii  Brethren  of  ihe 
Bar.  Hit  duty  required  from  him  tucha 
itibuie  lo  the  learned  Judge,  when  Um 
mention  of  his  name  furniahed  the  oppor- 

in  the  act.'i. — Gail.  Mag. 

HENRY,  Mr.TTioma*,  apothecaiy  at 

Mancheiier,  June  18,  in  bit  83d  year. 

Mr.  Henry  was  President  of  the  Lile- 
latj  and  Philoiophictl  Socleiy  oi  Manchet- 
let  i  F.R.S.  of  London ;  and  welt  known 
throughout  Europe  for'  hi)  various  diaco- 

which  he  chiefly  addicted  himtetf.  Aa  a 
practical  and  philoaophical  chemist,  he  had 
attained  a  high  and  merited  repniktion. 
Hi)  contribuiiona  lo  that  science,  beaidea 
a  small  volume  of  Essaye,  and  his  transla- 
ikins  of  the  early  wiiiings  of  Idvoiaier, 
which  he  first  iotroduced  to  the  notice  li 
Oie  English  reader,  cansiti  rluefly  of  me- 
moirs dispersed  through  the  Transactiona 
ofthevtiiotis  Sncieiiea  to  which  he  be- 
loriged,  and  relate  boih  to  thoae  parts  of 
Chemistry  that  are  purely  acieniific,  and  to 
thme  that  have  a  connexion  with  ih*  ute- 
ful  erta.  The  following  is  a  list  of  his  ae- 
paiate  pitblications :  —  "  ExpariiaeDIaand 
Obtervations  on  the  Preparalion,  &e,  of 
Maffnesia  Alba,"  17 Ji,  Bvo.  "Letter 
10  Dr.Glaaa,  being  a  Reply  10  hit  Eu- 
roination  of  the  Strli:turei  on  Dr.  Glass's 
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Lmiuirr,"  177fl,  tn.  "  Account  oF  x 
Me^od  cirPrcirnlng  Wtter  u  S«  from 
Pnlreftelioii,"  1781,  Bio,  *"  Eiisyi  on 
Efecn  pnxlDced  by  nrioiu  Prncotca  on 
Atnoiphcric  Air,  froi»  the  French  of  1*- 
TiHiIir,"  1783,  S«a.  "  McmDin  of  Ba- 
ron HlllMT,"  1783,   810. 

HUDDAET,  Jo^,  E.q.  F,R.6.,&c. 

Aag.l9|  in  his  7Gth  ynr.  Ke  wu  born  tl 
AlknbT,  in  the  connly  of  Cumbcrlmri, 
wbere  hli  fitbcr  fbllov«1  the  hnnible  or<ni- 

C lion  oft  (hoemiker.  Hivi  ng  engaged  fsrty 
lift  In  ihe  herring  fiihei}  in  ihs  Frith  of 
Foiih,  tu  berame  n  length  the  nmtet 
ofs  trading  naiel,  andaoon  diiplajcd  gmt 
VnotAtip  in  the  uti  of  ahip-bnilding  and 
ntTigition.  He  M  Imgih  abo  nhiuiled 
■Ik  amazing  aemuacy  In  the  aurrejing  of 


ereff  thing  cooneclediridi  anbjecta  of  thia 

Hanng  beeti  ln*liei]  into  the  natal  aei- 
licei^tlic  Eut  India  Companj,  which  he 
entered  b  foiinh  Mite,  and  aEiemrdi 
•ailed  finir  vojago  ■■  Captain,  Mr.  Hnd- 
dan  now,  not  onlj  cumpieKd  i  lurvej  of 
(he  whole  peninsula,  troin  Bombay  loCo- 
rtngOi  but  diatiirguiahed  hitnself  b^  hii 
aalTonomicai  knew  ledge  also. 

On  qviltleg  the.  aenice  of  the   Eait 


elder  brother  of  the  Trinity  Houic, 
i  F.R.S.  He  alio,  about  ihe  sine 
tline,  iorented  m  new  machine  for  the  ma- 
Bubctnre  of  cordage,  by  meeni  uf  which, 
■  more  equal  diitriCuilon  of  the  itrains  up- 
on the  leipecitre  jami  takes  pl»ce.  He 
now  nthred  toH^hbury-TeriKe,  aCwhich 
place  be  cloaed  bia  nMiial  career,  leaving 
•n  only  aurrlving  ion  behitid  him,  who 
vaa  foinmly  a  merchant  and  proconiul  k 
LeghoiD. 

HUNTINGFLELD,  Bight  Hon.  Jo- 
shua Vumeclc,  Lord  H.,  Anguii  IS,  In 
hi*71)i7ar.  He  aai  for  many  jeara  aa 
M.P.  (n  the  horongh  of  Dunwicb,  and 
t*H  the  3d  Baronet,  and  lat  Iriili  Buon 
of  ibia  (amily,  which  came  originally  from 
Holland,  ud  haa  been  enriehed  by  cnm- 


JORDAN,  Mra.  Dorothea,  at  St. 
OobJ,  near  Paris,  July  S.  Thii  lady  had 
letkediblhe  contiDem  aoma  time  aince, 
in  conaeqnenc*,  aa  haa  bean  aud,  of  lome 
pmnUrj  embttninoeata.    Hie  inunedi- 


■te  cnie  of  her  death  vu  the  rupture  of 
(  blood-iesael.     For  marry  yeaia  Mra.Jor- 

that  ever  trod  the  En^iah  stage. 

JOYCE,  the  Reverend  Jeremiah,  tl 
Hichgate,  aged  33,  in  June.  He  appcaia 
to  nite  been  a  telf-iao^t  man,  nid  to 
have  been  indebteil  chiefly  (o  hia  tndiutt<[ 
for  hli  liie  in  life,  hating  been  originally, 
we  belle":,  intended  for  the  trade  t£  a 
glazier.  The  [bUowiHs  account  nf  him  ia 
copied  from  the  Monmy  Magaant :  — 

"  The  Reveceiid  Jeirmiah  Joyce,  the 
ingenioui  auiliur  oF  tDany  elementary 
worki  ihitbearhii  nsme,  and  the  labori- 
ouiiand  honnt  comgnler  ofotheis  publitb- 
erl  anonymously,  DC  under  the  iiamca  of 
oiher  persona.  He  »ai  firet  known  to  the 
pnblic  in  consequence  of  the  audacunu  at- 
tempt made-  by  Messrs.  Piit  and  Dnndia 
on  the  litea  of  leveral  undaunted  frieoda 
of  Parliamentatj  ReForai ;  and  Mr.  Joyce 
vti  apecbilly  marked  for  the  vengeance  cf 
ihow  uoptinciplcd  miniitera,  by  ihe  cir- 
cumaiance  of  hia  being  tutor  to  tbe  aou  af 
Earl  Stanhope,  then  a  leader  among  the 
patriotic  refotmeti.  Indeed,  the  arreiti 
and  the  aubiequent  sole  ttiali  were  aaid  to 
have  arisen  from  Mr.  Joyce  having  written 
a  laconic  note  to  Mr.  Tooke,  aboot « lite- 
ran  work  then  on  the  eve  of  publiciihNi, 
in  which  he  lakedthc  queation,  ■'  ShaU 
you  be  ready  by  Wednesday?"  ITiia  note 
miiarTied,  and  on  Tueadaj  tbe  arroia 
took  place.  JUr.  Joyce  liai  often  been 
beard  to  declare,  that  he  did  not  penoo- 
atly  know  more  than  six,  end  had  never 
spoken  to  more  than  ihrre  or  four  of  the 
twelve  strangers,  to  each  oFwhomaGiaiid 
Jury  were  induced,  under  ibe  miidirecliod 
of  a  judge,  to  find  a  true  bill  againat,  a* 
Jointly  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  of  trcoioo ! 
After  the  honourable  acquitiala  of  Mcatn. 
Hardy,  Tooke,  and  Tlielwill,  tbe  Uw-of- 
Gcen  of  the  crown,  in  pure  ihome,  di>- 
miued  Mr.  Joyce  and  the  others  without 
trial,  but  alio  without  (oinptnaalion  tbt 
many  montbi'  false  impriionment,  under 
charges  which  endangered  ihelr  livej,  aal 
■o  deeply  afflicted  the  feelingi  oE  the  rda- 

[Hemeinre  dealha.  Earl  Sianbope,  iriio 
felt  a  woimd  through  the  aides  of  hia  am'a 
splendid  e;       "  ■  

coniinuance  oF  his  services  unneceuary,  tk 
aettled  in  London,  and  began  that  cant 
of  literary  ioiustry  which  haa  often  grati 
lied  the  public,  and  i>  likely  to  prove  • 


itiDg  genera 


the  lint  employmenti  in  which  he  waa  ihoa 
engaged  wu  n  a  coo^utor  of  the  kit  Dr. 
Georgg  Gtegory,  in  lua  ccoipnidiBiu  Cj- 


BIOaRAPHICAL  INDEX  TOR  1816. 


elofadiK ;  tnd,  (he  greit  aarcen  of  that 
worit  hiving  eicited  ihe  sviditj  of  other 
bookietlen,  Mr.  Jojce  HU  engagtd  bj 
ihe  boJj  of  ihem,  whn  vben  met  it  iht 
Chapter  Coflee-House,  to  compile  ■  new 
work  on  the  ptin  of  Giegoiy'i,  anil  it  »p- 
pnred  under  the  nsmeof  the  lale  William 
MicboliOD.  Both  works  having  rapidly 
iurc«»d*d  each  other,  and  b*lng  lom- 
pleted  withia  thinj  monthi,the  co-bboiiter 
in  oat,  and  the  lole  canpilei  of  ilie  other, 
becime  juiily  celebrateil  for  hi«  indujtiT 
and  learning,  and  we  may  i>ld,  for  liis  ictil 
and  inifgriiyi  but  such  great  citeitioni 
brouglil  on  1  seierc  attack  of  ditcaae, 
from  nhkh  he  neni  tiillj  recovered . 
Soon  after,  Mr.  Jojce  canjileted  hit  popu- 
lar Eltmenis  of  Aritkmttic,  of  which  re- 
peated edldoni  of  10,000  have  been  gold, 
and  it  hai  long  been  adapted  in  tlie  prin- 
cipal Ichooli,  as  the  best  in  the  linguagt. 


I^i.n« 


public! 


>  hia  w 


SexBiiiJic  Duilagua,  fulloved  in  the  lame 
line  of  compoaiiion,  bj  hii  Dialnguis  on 
ChtmiitxyivtdonllitMirroicopt.  HiioiUer 
vorL)  were  his  Lilters  on  Nalural  Philo' 
lophy,  his  IntnjductioD  to  the  Arls  and 
Srimcia ;  and,  latlly,  he  co-operated  with 
Metan.  Shifheki>  and  CtntaTtK,  In  a 
■ell  planned  work,  called  Syitemalic  Edu- 
eaiion,  whieh  haabecn  lavourablj  received. 
For  xoiny  jnn  he  contributed  the  Mtleo- 
Totogicai  Rrporl  to  tbia  Magaiine,  even 
that  in  the  preaent  Number,  and  alien 
illustnted  Its  pages  by  his  contributions 
!Toffictauduierulsubiecti.  One 


of  his! 

of  hii  Isle  brovher, 


Ma, 


r  Magaii 


:  r« 


'ohonraof  his  death,  hovaiin  ai  good 
health  ai  he  had  been  for  several  years  past. 
The  qiuliile.  of  hi<  mind  are  to  be  call- 
mated  b}  the  vsriely  and  extent  of  his  la- 
bour! ;  and  in  regard  to  those  of  hicheari, 
we,  who  knew  him  well,  can  asipri,  that 
an  honester  or  belter  man  never  lived.  He 
has  left  gn  amiable  widow,  and  a  large 
joung  family,  to  deplore  their  irreparable 
loas  in  the  produce  of  his  unceasing  in- 
dustry. In  the  example  afforded  by  liis 
nruioos  charactri,  and  in  the  vsluable 
precepts  and  inttructioti  with  which  be 
■aa  so  well  qualified  to  guide  them  to  hap- 


VE  BIANC,  Sir  Sii&on,  one  of  the 
Judge*  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  on 
April  ij,  1S16,  in  hii  68th  year.  He 
«u  admitted  a  Commoner  of  Trinity  Hall, 

Cambiidge,  in  1766,  and  enjoyed  a  iel- 


n  BocceedinK  Sir  William  Henry  Ashurtt 
ai  aPnisne-Jultice,  in  Junel799)  which 
office  he  he!d  Ibr  npwardt  of  IG,  and  bii 
predecelsor  had  eiijoyed  it  for  ^9  yean. 
Sir  Simon  was  taken  ill  on  the  Norihem 
Circuit  at  Laneaiter,  but  finished  the  bu< 
■inest  ihere,  end  about  ten  days  before  hi* 
deiib  arrived  at  his  seat,  near  Baineti 
from  whence  he  came  to  town  on  the  13th, 
for  the  constant  iltendance  of  his  physi- 
cians. He  was  a  man  of  a  pure  tinble- 
raished  miiu',  of  a  principle  fiied  on  th* 
basis  of  rectitude,  ai  his  legal  ki 
deepe,. 


debating  lubjecis 

betweer^   the  ingei 

application  to  the  r 


■       of  ai 


ire  I  as  a  Judge,  be 
nan  a  Clear  msignt  into  chancier,  and 
seemed  to  deacrj  the  objects  of  differing 
pirtiei  with  a  penetration  that  Invarishly 
unveiled  ilie  truth,  and  stripped  Art  of  aJI 
ita  cuitomary  disguise  i  and  however  nHy 
he  may  have  formed  hia  jadgment  of  a 
cause,  he  never  sufined  his  impreaslon  to 
escape  until  he  bad  ptlicnily  heard  the 
whole  of  its  evidence  tnA  dlicuisinn,  and 
then  his  deciiion  at  the  fisr,  or  his  charga 
to  the  Jury,  Keie  alike  diitinguishahle  for 
perspicuity .  Upon  the  resignation  of  the 
late  Mr.  Justice  Grose,  he,  as  senior 
puime  judge  of  the  Court  of  Kitw's  Bench, 
aucceeiled  in  due  course  to  the  Crown 
tide,  in  which  ti^e  same  eminence  which 
had  distinguiahed  hia  general  pragrei* 
was  as  clearly  conpicuous,  but  adminii* 
tcred,  if  pnsible,  ttiih  more  patience 
and  a  greater  ehasiiseinent  of  iniRd,  which,- 
though  it  looked  at  the  horrors  of  vice 


MACCONNOCHIE,  Hon.  Alex,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Meadowhank,  June  19, 
at  Coalcs  House,  near  Edinbu^h.  He 
was^one  of  the  Senaton  of  the  Collm  nf 
Justice,  a  Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Jiu- 
ticiaiy  Court,  and  ^ao  ■  Member  of  ilie 
New  Jury  Court. 

MACPHERSON,  David,  at  Pancris, 
August  1,  in  his  69ih  year.  He  wu 
author  of  a  '<  (Jeogtaphit^  Itlustradon  of 
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liihed  Aoitrew  of  Wynlocon's  "  Cionjkil' 
of  Scodutd ;"  •'  Aniiili  orCommcTFC,  Ma- 
nuficiuwi,  iiidFlih.rifi!"  inrlt  "Histoij 
of  the  £um|>p*ii  Ctaomttct  in  the  Eait 
Indict."  Mr.  M.  wu  I  niitive  of  Scot- 
Und;  Uborluui  iii  pnni  of  rHi!ar<;h,  and 
'  initefitigibleinhiiliirrarjlabouTi.  Dur- 
ing ihc  lillcr  piri  i>r  lili  life  be  berime 
one  of  (he  Deputy  Kee|>en  of  ihe  Public 

MANVERS,  Right  Heiiounlile  Chiiles 
Medom,  in  Fotlnun  Square)  June  17. 
Eail  Minven,  descriraeil  f.«in  ihe  DiubI 
fimily  of  Kingston,  vu  horn  hovember  14, 
1737  J  ami  on  Match  14, 1774,  wu  mar- 
ried to  Anne  Orton,  younee..  dinphi.t  of 
William  Milia,  £>q.  hj  i.honi  be  baa  left 
three  lona  unH  a  dsughter. 

MUNDAY,  Fnnrij  Noel  Clark,  Ejq, 
He  waa  rduciled  liisi  al  Winchester, 
then  11  Oxford  and  wroie  "  Nenl- 
wooil  Fi'reBli"  wliieh  diarming  porm 
Ini  printed  for  private  riiitribullon  ntarlv 
Inlf  ■ ,  century  aince  ;  and  haa  tieen 
commended  iiy  Dr.  Warton, 


ctllent 


He 


,  family  , 

^  able  fartnne  ;  lii>  immediaie  ancestor  »ai 
Lonl  Mayor  of  London,  in  (be  rcigi  of 
Henry  VIH.  Hi)  molhei  iraa  a  ai.ler  of 
Sit  Robert  Burdet,  nf  Foremarl,  in  (he 
counly  of  Deibj' ;  and  he  married  hia  own 

Mr.  Munday  reiided  cbJeSy  in  the  coun- 
try, and  became  a  moat  active  and  uaerat 
maglalrate,  gentrally  prtiiiling  as  chaJt- 
man  at  the  quarter  aetiioni.  The  Grand  ' 
Jury  of  Deibjihire  have  recommeaded 
the  erection  of  a  public  monumrnt  id  Wa 
memory,  in  a  reioluiion  ligned  "  Henry 
Fiiiheiberi  i"  and  a  public  aubscription 
E)r  that  purpose  baa  aince  actually  talten 


N. 

NAIRNE,  the  Honoorable  Henry,  at 
Perth,  February  33,  (n  hii  98ih  year.  He 
tiaa  aon  of  ihe  Ian  John  Lord  Nairne, 
and  one  of  the  most  Heady  aupponera  of 
ihe  HoDM  of  Sinari,  in  their  tut  aitempt 
to  recover  the  Cro-n  of  Great  Britain. 
During  all  the  wandtringa  of  ihe  Preten. 
der,  after  the  decisive  bailie  of  Culloden, 
Mr.  Nairne  va>  his  constant  attenLlant ; 
and  it  ia  iiarthy  of  remark,  ihal  Prince 
Charlei  breathed  hii  last  in -the  arma 
of  this  bitJirul  tritxid.  Like  many  of 
those  whoaemiiguidedgetieroaity  plunged 

S'  em  into  the  htal  afiair  of  1745,  Mr. 
airne')  printe  chmcter  nu  naimpeach- 


KOLEKEN,  Mary,  Banmeu,  July  a, 
in  Glooceater  Place,  aDer  an  illneu  of 
only  three  days,  in  bei  7Sth  year.  TVa 
lady,  whose  maiden  name  waa  Roche,  woa 
first  miTricd  tg  Mr.  Justice  Le  Maistre, 
and  then  lo  Biron  Koleken,  late  Ambaasa- 
dorfrumSiveilen. 

NOOKTUOUCK,  Mr.  John,  aged 
;0,  at  Anindle,  Norlbarnpronahire,  July 
30tli,  nearly  fifty  yrars  a  liveiy-man  of 
the  Stationers'  Company,  and  an  index 
maker  and  corrector  uF  the  press  to  the 
booksellera  and  printers.  He  was  alaa 
occaaintially  all  author  himaelf,  haring 
published  a  "  History  of  Ijondon,"  and 
an    "  Historical   and  Clusical    Diction- 


O. 

OGLE,  Sir  Charles,  Baronel,  Senior 
Admiral  in  the  Royal  T<la>),'at  Worthy, 
Hams,  August  38,  in  his  ggth  year. 

OBMERORD,  Reverend  Richard,  M.A. 
May  34,  at  Kenningion,  of  nhich  he  ma 
Vicar,  and  which  living  he  obtained  from 
Ihe  late  Dr.  Porteus,  Bishop  ofl^ndDc,  to 
whi^  he  was  nuny  years  Dnmestic  Chap* 


lid  Hall,  ] 

90,  a  great  planter,  and  great  grandson  of 
Sir  Chrisiipher  Packe,  Kuighl,  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  in  1G3S. 

PEACHEY,  Bight  Honnunble  John, 
Baron  Seisey,  F.  B.  S.  F,  A.  S.  F.  L.  S. 
on  June  3;,  aiWestdean  House,  in  Sd»- 
tei,  in  hia  60th  year. 

PEMBERTON,  miliam  Augostoi, 
B-  D.  of  an  apoplexy,  October  13,  one  sf 
the  Senior  Felto»s  of  Emanuel  College, 
and  Registrar  of  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge. He  is  laid  '*  never  tu  have  aa- 
ceudi'd  the  pulpit  but  to  please,  to  in- 
form, 10  persuade,  and  lo  amend." 

PENBHYN,  L*lj  Susan,  widow  o( 
Richard  Pennint,  Loid  Penrhyn,  and  only 
daughter  and  heiresa  of  General  Thomaa 
WarbuttOD,  January  a, 

PENRICE,  Thomss,  Esq.  long  known 
as  an  eminent  Surgeon  ;  at  Yarmouth,  No- 
vember 1,  HellvedoflaleuNarfbdHllll 
and  bavJug  been  the  reaidoaiy  Legatee  of 
Lord  ChedwOTth,  he  hia  bequeathed  ■ 
large  property  to  hie  widow  and  live  clul- 


Dcillizedoy  Google 
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a?. 

PREVOST,  Lieuienant- General  Sic 
Oewge,  Baronei,  in  hit  49th  7«r,  J»nu. 
■ry  i.  He  »»  first  known  to  <he  robllc 
by  hn  gillanl  defence  of  Domlnin,  of 
wliich  lie  WIS  Gnverror.  Sir  Geor^  had 
but  l«ielj  reiorned  from  Cin«i'B,  nhfre 
he  mt  invetied  with  •  hi^h  rommaiul 
durii^  ihe  Ute  roniegt  trith  America. 


SQUIRE,  Dr. Jcdin,  afEljPlai 
denly,  August  95,  tgi-d  S4  i  «  Mr 
the  Royal  College  of  Phjriiciioi,  > 
merlj  an  eminent  AccmuluuT.  1 
piKtl  while  utUling  at  the  deUvt 
inticnl ;  and  ma  in  conjunction  v 
friinil  Mr.  CbimbecUine,  ihe  Ton 
the"  Socieij  for  the  relief  of  Wide 
Or^iana  of  Medical  men  in  Loix 
ilaVidiiity." 

ST.  ALBANS,  (he  Duchess  of, 
infanum  the  Dakp,  Febraarj9i 
(uni'g,  Mn.  Dalrjmple't,  Purfuian  i 

ST.  VINCENT.Bight  Honoun 


ing  it  lo  be  totally  unmerited.  How  well 
ha  good  lenie  and  fonitude  were  rewarded 
may  be  dearly  knowm,  by  the  concurrent 
approbation  which  he  obtained,  in  ih* 
aaroe  sesiion,  of  a  large  niajoiity  of  the 
-vnyiameAasembly.  On  alloccaaiona,  he 
acted  the  [-art  ufa  loyal  aubjeci ,  and  erinced 
a  atrict  adherence  to  tin  principles  of  the 
Conititutlon,  in  Church  and  State  ;  dUre- 
garding  everif  motive  of  penonal  &toiic 
whieh  could  warp  bis  deteriDinetton.  As  • 
Magistrate,  he  vit  inHexIble  in  tlie  due 
administration  of  justice)  and  ihe  tenor  of 
bit  life  was  thus  legulated  on  the  buis  of 
■ocial  ordct.     He  has  left  two  aona,  as  the 

tune,  till.  JoH|Ji  Holdcii  Strutt,  a  Colo- 
nel in  the  Euex  militia,  a  near  retaiire  br 
mairiage  to  the  Duke  of  I<ein«er,  and 
Member  for  the  Borough  of  Maldong 
and  William  Goodar  Strull,  who  was  t*- 
verelj  wounded,  with  the  loss  of  a  leg  and 
thi^li  aonie  yean  aince,  in  the  gallant  d<< 
fence  or  one  of  our  C^aribbee  Itlanda,  a 
General  !■  the  army,  and  Lieutenanl-Gch- 
•ernor  nf  Quebec.     Mom.  Her. 

SUTHERLAND,  George,  Eso.  ofKen- 
nington,  lata  of  Btib,  aged  60,  Jan.  5. 


of,  a' 


STRUTT,  Jolin,E»q.  at  his  aeai,  Ter- 
titig  Place,  Eaaex,  in  hit  80th  year.  He 
was  descended  from  Sir  Deuner  Strutt, 
of  an  aoeienl  bmilr,  rei'iding  formerly 
near  VFntitj,  in  that  County.     * 


lentrf  Arts,  Manufactnrei 

!,  in  the  Adeiphi.     Dr.  Taylor  f 


4  the  ai 


a  character  s< 


',  IW 


linently  diaringuii 
a  in  life  which  Mr.  Strutt 
•u  honourably  filtcJ.  As  a  Metnber  of 
Psriiameni,  he  was  the  lery  independent 
Repnaentative  of  (he  Bolough  oFMaldon, 
fur  a  Mriea  of  yean ;  discharging  hit  arduous 
duties  »ith  a  firmness  of  miod  and  |ier- 
apicnity  or  judgment  rarely  equalled.    His 


muchei 


branches  of  political  economy,  as  to  cauae 
liim  to  be  consulted  occjsionilly  by  the 
ruling  Staifamen  of  these  timea.  After 
the  meiDorable  a7ih  of  July,  when  so  la- 
mentable a  disunion  took  place  between 
the  tiaial  commanders,  Keppel  and  Palli. 
set,  Mr.  Sirutl  preaervtd  the  credit  of  the 
Hotue  of  Commons,  by  hia  manly  and 
diiinteresled  deiermtnation  to  prevent  an 
f  thanks  on  the  occa- 


bi*  office,  for  . 
ot  zeal  and  ability  highly  honourable  to 
himself  andbeneficial  to  the  Kcieiy.  Rear- 
ed in  the  bosom  of  our  manutacturei,  his 
mind  receiied  an  early  biaa  in  fayoui  of 
Science  and  the  Arts ;  'snd  he  pursued  them 
will)  uiwbated  arduur  lo  the  terminatira 
of  a  long  life,  devoted  not  only  to  their 
inipruvenent,  but  to  every  other  spedet 
of  ijulilic  utility.  Such  was  the  itnceiity 
of  his  sttachment  to  the  patriotic  body  of 
which  be  wat  the  olGcial  organ,  ibit 
within  a  few  hours  of  his  disiolution  ha 
cipreased  the  most  lively  withea  (or  its 
prosperity,  snd  a  fervent  hope  that  bia 
successor  would  be  animated  by  a  zeal  iti- 
)iei1or  to  his  own.  By  hia  death  the  so- 
ciety baa  lost  an  iniiluable 


ai,'kind 


The 


acquire 


He  ttue  intrepidly  In  hia  place,  and 
gave  bia  linglt  negative  to  such  a  Itibuie 
Iram  tbe  Conmoua  of  England,  concelv- 


his  bead,  and  the  seiulbilitiea  of  hia  heail, 
did  him  equal  bononr,  and  will  be  long 
remembered  by  the  extentive  circle  in 
which  he  moved.  He  ws*  the  luitbor  of 
"  Remarka  on  Sea  Water,  as  conduriva 
to  Health,"  and  of  various  inleieHiDg 
articles  in  tbe  iraniaciioni  <^  the  aiKietj 
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to  *li(cb  he  bdoogn),,  b  die  Mombij 
Maguiiie,   in   the    Pliiknophieal  Mt|;>- 

■  ■        '         ■      ■■         u  pubUn- 


Hia  remtiiu  were  coarryci  from  the 
biHue  of  ihe  imtitulion  to  Si.  Jemn'i 
Church,  Picodillj,  fn  interment.     The 

chairmen  of  conrniiHa,  ind  folkxred  by  a 
mnidenble  number  of  membert;  unongtt 
the  cuTiigei  were  these  at  the  DuIh  of 
SvKtl,  preiident,  the  Duke  of  NonUuin- 
berlind,  Mtrgnrine  of  Aniparh,  Dr. 
Poweil  J  nce-pmiJent,  T.  K.  AndKn, 
Etq.  Pratt,  Esq.  dc.  —  Jtfon(A(j 

TOMKINS,  Mr.  Tbomu,  the  rele- 
bnled,  CiligraphiM  in  Sermon  lane.  Doe- 
ten'  Cnmmuni,  Sej)tember  i,  in  hit  74ih 
jFear.  He  mat  ■  Penman  of  the  Grit  einU 
nence  i  end  ia  Buj^oied  to  hare  atuineil 
the  tu  p(u]  ultra  of  hit  art,  in  hit  tran- 
•cripta  of  the  Iriah  Chartei,  Lord  Nel- 
lOB'i  Letter,  &c. 

TOWNSHEND,  Reaereml  Jm.  M,  A. 
at  Pemey  Paraonage,  November  9,  al  a 
Teiy  idTanced  age.  Mr.  Tovniiienil  wag 
brother  10  the  Itle  Mr.  Alderman  Towoi- 
hencl,  and  f«merly  Fellow  of  Clare  Hall, 
Cambridge,  B.  A.  176»  i  M.  A.  1J65  ; 
■nd  at  one  time  itudieil  phyiirV:  under 
Dr.  Cullen  at  Edinburgh.  At  hi>  ouiaei 
in  the  Minltlrf ,  he  diiiiocuiihed  himself 
11  ■  preacher  among  the  CatTinistie  Me- 
thoditu,  and  ocniioMll;  officiaied  at  Ladj 
ijDDtingdon'a  Chapel  at  Bath  ;  but  of  late 
yeart  hta  leil  on  that  aide  wa>  eona^derably 
abated.  In  t»t]j  life  he  felt  ntider  the  lash 
of  the  lale  RcTerend  R.  Greaves  of  Claver- 
tiRi,  who  deicribdl  bit  pecuiiaritlei  in  hit 
keen  utire  '•  The  Spiritual  QaiiDte." 
He  na  aoihoi  of  the  falltwiDj  publica- 
tkxit  ■-  "  Eierj  true  ChriuiaD  a  new  Cre«- 
twe,"  176*,  lamo.  "  Obsermliona  on 
niioa  Plans  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor," 
I78B,  8vo.  "Journey  through  Spain," 
1790,  0  volt.  STO.  "  Free  Thonghtt  on 
Despotic  and  Free  Governments,"  1791, 
"  The  Phpician'j  Vade  Mecum," 


179< 


tenth  e. 


1807. 


A  Guid. 


0  Health,"  1795, 

aenation  on  the  Poor  Laws,"  1796,  bvo. 
"  Sennonaon  larioui  Subjetti,''  1805, 
8to.  "  The  Character  of  Mosei  eila- 
bDahed,"  1813-1815,  a  tdI*.  4Io.  — At  a 
•cholai,  a  minenloglai,  afotailiit,  eadcon- 
cbologiai,  he  alooil  pre-eminent.  -  Hit 
"  Trarela  in  Spain,"  and  bit  "  Chaneter 
of  Moaea  alablithtd  ataa  HJitorian,"  vrUI 
belt  tpcalt  bia  literary  abilitiea.  As  a 
preacher,  he  «aa   tound  in  doctnne  and 


VYSE,  the  Reverend  mifiam,  D.  CL. 
on  Febnarj  10,  at  the  Reetoiy,  [^mbeth, 
aged  J».  Thia  worthy  Divine,  graDdtan 
to  Blahop  Smalbrooke,  wit  educated  at 
All  Souk'  College,  Oxford;  appointed 
Domettic  Chaj^ain  to  Archbiabop  Corn' 
wallia  in  1771)  became  B.  C.  L.  1773; 
D.CL.ir?*!  Rector  of  Lambeth,  and 
of  Sundtli^  in  Kent,  1777;  F.S.  A. 
1779-,  F.R.S.  17BI J  Archdeacon  of 
Corentry,  1793  ;  and  waaalso  Canon  Re- 
aidentiarj'  of  Lkhheld,  and  Chancellor  of 
that  diocese.  .  He  puhlithed  in  1778  a 
Fait  SemiOn  preached  before  the  Hoata 
of  Commoni ;  end  waa  ■  a  diligent  Patior, 
endeavouring,  both  in  the  church  and  out 
of  li,  to  promote  the  great  Chritlian 
duliea  of  charity,  moderalion,  and  bene- 
volence; the  recommendation  of  which, 
indeed,  was  seldom  omitted  in  any  uf  hit 


W. 

WILLYAMS,  the  Reverend  Cooper, 
A.M.  irsa  boTD  in  June,  17G2,  we  be- 
lieve, at  Fbistoo',  in  Eiaex.  His  liithci, 
Captain  John  Willjama,  whoae  onlf  son 
be  nu,  at  Ua  death  in  1779,  bad  been  for 
many  yeaia  the  oldest  Master  and  Com- 
mander in  the  Navy;  and  vat  bom  at 
Deal  in  Kent,  where  bit  father.  Commo- 
dore Willyams  (a  younger  son  of  the  family 
ofWil1yani>,of  Camanton,  iti  Cornwall), 
then  resided,  havine  married  a  cohcireia 
of  Ca'puin  Fox  of  that  town.  Mr.  W.'t 
mother  ii  yet  turvieing  at  the  age  of  90 ; 
the  laat  coheir  of  the  very  ancient  and 
weU-allied  ramilies  of  Dlneley  and  Good- 
f  er,  of  Worceitenbire  and  Herefunbhire, 
whoae  large  eatalea  by  the  mitfortunn  of 
the  laal  ceDtniy.  have  fallen  into  the  bands 
of  itrtngen.  Mr.  W,  wsa  edocated  at 
Canteibury  school,  and  in  Octobei  1780, 
waa  entered  of  Emanuel  College,  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  obtained  his  degrees  of 
A.  ti.  and  A.M.  ;  and  about  17S4,  tool 
holy  orders,  and  engBRed  in  a  coracy  io 
the  neighbouihood  of  Gloucester,  in  which 
city  his  mother  then  resided.  About 
1791,  thechiuth  of  Caoterbnry  present- 
ed him  to  the  lickrage  of  Einii^,  neat 
Newmarket. 

In  1794,  hit  adventuroDt  iptrit  in- 
duced him  to  undertake  the  chaplaincy  of 
the  ship  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervia  (now 
Etrl  of  St.  Vincent),  in  his  joint  e«pe- 
diiion  with  Sir  Chules  Grey  to  the  ITat 
India,  of  wMch  txpeHHm,  b«  pi^tobed 


Google 


mOaBAPBICA];.  IKDKK  FOE  1816,  665 

on  hia  ntuiD  ■  &ithful  ind  cnrioua  ac-  medic*!  idrkc ;  but  sll  «t>  vun.   He  Ibii< 

count,  in    4to,  ucompnicd  o'lih    nUD/  guiilitd  homeTer,  till  ibe  17th  of  the  G>l- 

nfficid  documcnu,  and  senral  huidwine  towing  month,  whep  lie  died,  aged  34,  Bl 

illiutntive    prliiu   in    squiilnti,    coined  the  anuie  of  hii   brothe    ' 


from    hii    own    drawingi    made    1 

In  1798,  h«  wu  appointed  chaplain  to 
the  Suiiftsare,  commanded  by  Captain 
■  H»llow«ll,  in  llw  voyage  to  ihe  Mediter- 
nnean  with  Nelu>n,  of  which  tbe  mult 
ma  the  glorioui  Victort  ot  thk  Nile. 
Under  one  »f  the  mult  cnterpriiing  and 
inleltigeni  capiaina  in  the  Navy,  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  accuraielj  ■  thoo- 
Buid  minute  and  inieceiting  partieulan, 
of  wUeh  big  active  and  inquuiii'  '  ' 
did  not  &il  to  profit :  ai  '  ' 
thing  with  unaffected  ai 
in  a  journal,  from  which  he  afterwuda 
formed  the  volume  eriilled  "  A  Voyage 
up  the  Mediterranean,"  given  to  the  public 
inieoi,  in  folio       ■  "    ' 

withnumeroui  pl> 

'"'         ■   [   of  (hit  evenirul 


:een,  fiaq.  in  Barnard  Street,  Runet 
Square  ;  and  waa  boiicd  at  Fulham,  where 
hit  lisier  Beata  had  been  interred  more 
than  twenty  yean  before. 

Mr.  WUlyami  »aa  a  man  of  maHDeta  ao 
popular  and  auractive,  and  10  willing  to 
exeri  thoM  endowmentt  which  he  poains- 
ed,  that  it  is  diflicult  (o  name  a  perana  of 
mote  ensniive  acquaintance  fot  hit  ila- 
lion  in  life ;  or  one  more  univenallj  liked 
where  he  waa  known.    He  had  at 


rofit :  and  he  noted  every      him  an  acqiiii 
™bly; 


apiril 


which  m 


expedition.     Thii 


c  account  of 


the  Battle  of  the  Nile,  and  all 
cuned  immediately  piecedeni  and  ml 
queni  to  it,  with  many  of  the  opeiaii 
by  lai^  as  well  ea  by  sea. 
Not  lonsafter  bis  reiui 
Snell  of  Cheltenham,  1 
with  four  children,  lamei 


mend  bimielt,  which  acted  ai  *  pDwerfal 
ttimului  to  the  best  display  of  hia&cultiea. 
He  WIS  nther  ingenioua  in  little  ihii^, 
then  posKsied  of  great  intellectual  giita. 
He  v/aa  ready  and  expert  wiih  his  htnda j 
he  could  draw  and  deiign  :  he  wai  a  ar> 
penter  and  gardener,  and  builder,  toA 
horseman  i  audalwiyi  fullof  emplDyment, 
and  lull  of  little  priyeci).  But  he  bad  IM 
touch  of  the  greater  energies  of  the  mind  ; 
abitract  a 


Miss 


t,  he  hid 


Hiita 


liihed  a 


tian.  In  ieo6,  he  wis  prctenied  by 
tiii  early  friend,  Khoal-felbw,  and  eol- 
k^e-companion.  Sir  Egertoii  fifydfei,  to 
the  Rectory  ti  Kingston,  on  Barham 
Downs,  near  Canterbury  ;  and  at  ihe  same 
time  obiained  ihe  Rectory  uf  Lower  Har- 
dret,  which  he  imniediaiely  exchanged  for 
tbe  Rectory  of  Slourmouih ;  and  from 
these  two  livings  derived  an  income  of  not 
leaa  than  1  aoof .  1  year.  About  the  moie 
.time,  he  waa  admitted  into  the  Commis- 
aton  of  the  Peace  for  Kent,  having  acted 
M  ■  aimilat  cummiMiun  for  Suffolk,  be- 
fbiB  he  left  Eining.  As  a  Magistrate,  he 
wu  active,  tnielligent,  and  oaefuli  at 
once  decinve  and  conciliitoiy ;  authorita- 

About  a  year  beCbre  he  died,  his  health 
liiibly  and  rapidly  declined.  At  the  age 
of  fifiy-three,  his  countenance  took  the 
wrinkled  and  haggard  appearance  of  an 
approach  to  seventy;  his  powers  of  dlgeition 
also  began  to  shew  symptonia  of  failure  j 
and  on  hit  return  lo  Kingiton,  in  the 
spring  of  iSifi,  after  having  spent  some 
weeti  in  London,  he  exhibited  such  alarm- 
ig  •ymptoms  of  diiaulution,  that  his  ftiendi 


reading  waa  rather  turned  to  the  •: 
d  grotesque  than  the  seriouji ;  and  the 
litime  and  tbe  piiheiic  aeemed  to  have 
■■  a  tendency  10  put  bim  lo  sleep 


than  to  rouse  < 


ien^  10  put  1 
r  illect  him. 


He  had  a  peculiar 

"  To  olch  the  maoDcra  living  at  thej 


So  it  was  with  Mr.  Willyami,  even  from 
his  boyhood.  Habits,  customs,  fashions, 
woridlj  ceremonies,  he  seired  with  1  kind 
of  instinctive  skdl-;  and  was  never  at  a  hus 
in  any  of  the  motley  and  vBr_  ing  combi- 
nationa  of  locieij ;  with  tile  suiely  cour- 
tier, the  Bund  Street  lounger,  tbe  soldier, 
the  lailor,  the  divine,  the  country  aquire, 
the  farmer,  the  shopkeeper,  or  the  me- 
dianic.  ^t  with  all  ihii,  he  was  quick  in 
feeling,  or  lancying  injuries,  and  bold  in 
tbe  resentment  of  them.  He  had  at  least 
his  due  share  of  family  pride  ;  andpeiliapt 
somewhat  more  of  vanity  and  oslenUliOD 
thanacold  and  severe  cenintetwoQld  think 
His  mortal  diteiae,   which  had 


bra^n  to  deapair.    At  length,  about  the     perhaps  its  oiigln  at  long  ago  is  die  Wert 
middle  of  Juiie,he  returned  to  LoDdon  for     India  campaign  in  j;m,  when  hebriTtd 
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■U  the  ngt  of  the  jriJow  fenr,   hiTing  WOODHULL,  Michael,  Etq.Norcm-' 

huried  i  large  ponion  of  hii  comimuiini  in      ber  10,  tt  hit  <e>l  >t  Humlbnl,  Counij 
thu  eipedition,  peirepiibly  <JcnD)-ed  hii      of  NnnhBni|iion,  tgeA  76. 
irmpn,  and  pn>hiblx  gave  an  ocniknal  Thii  genilenun  in   i;g3,  trnlilied  [he 

Dcmnion  to  bii  intrlleci  durinc  liii  two      piblic  wiili  tbs  eailim  Englith  inikalalian 
of  ihe   iimdeen  tngrdiei,  and  fngmaiit* 
oTEuFipidH  I  and  iu  1804,  he  printed  an 
'       '       ■eofhb 

»od  moat  duintFrnled  bcnpvolence  af  Bc-  Hewuedunifd  firai  >[T»;rnrd,  Bufk- 

tjon,  ai  Hell  u  of  wishu,  was  viewed  dut-  inghaniibire,  in  ihe  house  iif  ibe  Kere- 

ing    ihou  lorrowfLlI    mariLhi   wiih  eut-  rend  Mi.  Cleaver,  tlongwllb  bit  iwu  soni,' 

picion  and  miaundentanding.     So  much  it  ihe    laie   Bithin  of  Si.  Aiapb,  and  iha 

ni   neceisatj  to^aa]',  leii   tbii   portrait  Arcbbiihop  of  Dub.lin  j  be  tlien  repaired 

thould  appeal  either  tike  fiatiery,  or  like  to  Wincheaier,  ana  finally  lo  Brazen  NoM 

detraction.      More   perhaps   it  would    be  College,   OxEbid.      Mr.  Dibdin,  in   his 

wroi^   to  aay.      Tbe  leit  may  well   be  BIbliomani*,  u  Mppoied  lo  haie  sketeh- 

biuied  ID  the  grave  that  coven  hit  once-  ed  hie  chmeier  of    Orlando  Horn   This 

tored  remaini !  oiigiaal. 
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